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In "Can Such Things Be?", Ambrose Bierce delves into the realms of the supernatural and the uncanny through a collection of short stories that reflect his sharp wit and skepticism. Written in the late 19th century, a time marked by the rise of realism and skepticism about the supernatural, Bierce's style employs concise prose peppered with macabre humor and philosophical musings. The stories challenge the boundaries of reality, presenting bizarre occurrences and unsettling twists that prompt readers to ponder the nature of truth and perception in a rapidly modernizing world. Ambrose Bierce, a journalist and satirist known for his cynical perspective on society, draws from his diverse experiences in the Civil War and subsequent disillusionment with human nature. His own explorations of the darker sides of existence are reflected in the narratives he crafts, which illuminate not only the fears of his era but also a profound commentary on human folly. Bierce's sharp commentary and mastery of language reveal a man acutely aware of the world'Äôs ironies and contradictions. "Can Such Things Be?" is a compelling read for fans of horror and supernatural fiction, as well as those intrigued by philosophical inquiries into existence and reality. Bierce'Äôs tales resonate with readers who appreciate layered storytelling and the rich interplay between the ordinary and the extraordinary, making this book essential for both lovers of classic literature and modern existential thinkers.
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In "Fantastic Fables," Ambrose Bierce employs a sharp, satirical lens to craft a collection of parables that challenge social norms, human folly, and moral pretensions through deceptively simple narratives. This work exemplifies Bierce's acerbic wit and is deeply rooted in the literary tradition of fable, echoing the moralistic tones of Aesop while infusing it with his unique brand of dark irony. The fables explore themes of hypocrisy, ambition, and the absurdities of life, all delivered in Bierce's concise prose that balances brevity with profound insight, reflecting the complexities of human nature and society in a post-Civil War America marked by disillusionment and cynicism. Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914), known for his iconic work, "The Devil'Äôs Dictionary," was a journalist and author who thrived in the turbulent cultural landscape of 19th-century America. His experiences as a soldier during the Civil War and subsequent career as a war correspondent deeply influenced his worldview, prompting him to scrutinize the moral failings and vanities of humanity. "Fantastic Fables" serves as a testament to Bierce's belief in the folly of human nature, encapsulating the disillusionment of an era transitioning from romantic notions to stark realism. Readers who appreciate biting satire and astute observations about human behavior will find "Fantastic Fables" an indispensable addition to their literary repertoire. Bierce'Äôs masterful blend of humor and moral inquiry invites reflection on the absurdities of life, compelling readers to confront their own beliefs and the follies that govern society. This collection remains relevant today, resonating with anyone seeking a critical lens on contemporary culture.
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In "The Damned Thing," Ambrose Bierce crafts a chilling tale that intertwines themes of perception, reality, and existential dread. Through a first-person narrative, the story unfolds a gruesome account of a creature unseen by the human eye, challenging the boundaries of skepticism and belief. Bierce's hallmark style'Äîmarked by sharp wit and acute psychological insight'Äîimmerses the reader in an unsettling atmosphere that reflects the uncertainties of the human experience. This work can be contextualized within the late 19th-century American literature movement, characterized by a growing fascination with the supernatural and the macabre, placing Bierce as a precursor to modern horror writing. Ambrose Bierce, renowned for his sardonic view of life and sharp critiques of society, was influenced by his experiences as a Civil War soldier and journalist. These encounters not only shaped his worldview but also underpinned his literary oeuvre, where the grotesque frequently emerges as a manifestation of deeper societal fears. His background in the frontier and dark folklore adds a rich layer of authenticity to "The Damned Thing," while also showcasing his unique ability to blend realism with the uncanny. This compelling narrative is not merely a tale of horror; it prompts readers to confront their own perceptions of truth and unreality. For those intrigued by psychological complexities and existential questions, Bierce's "The Damned Thing" is an essential read, illuminating the shadows of the human psyche with masterful prose.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Present at a Hanging and Other Ghost Stories



Bierce, Ambrose

4057664189462

170

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Present at a Hanging and Other Ghost Stories," Ambrose Bierce masterfully weaves together threads of the supernatural, the macabre, and the absurd. This collection epitomizes Bierce's distinctive literary style, characterized by a blend of dark humor and incisive commentary on human nature. Drawing on his experiences during the Civil War, as well as his keen observations of American society, Bierce conjures chilling narratives that unsettle the reader. Each story is meticulously crafted, often featuring unreliable narrators and twist endings that provoke reflection on mortality, justice, and the unknown. Ambrose Bierce, known for his sharp wit and edginess, was a prolific writer, journalist, and Civil War veteran. His diverse experiences shaped his perspectives on life and death, aligning closely with the themes presented in his ghost stories. Living through such tumultuous times likely intensified his fascination with the specters of the past and the darker aspects of human existence. Additionally, Bierce's background in journalism infused his storytelling with a vivid realism, despite the ethereal subjects he chose. Readers interested in haunting tales that delve deeply into the human psyche will find "Present at a Hanging and Other Ghost Stories" to be an essential addition to their literary collection. Bierce's exploration of fear, deception, and existential dread remains relevant, inviting modern audiences to ponder their own mortality and the ghosts that haunt both history and individual consciousness. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "The Parenticide Club," Ambrose Bierce weaves a darkly satirical narrative that delves into the moral complexities of familial obligation and the extremes of human behavior. Through a series of intertwining tales, Bierce employs his sharp wit and vivid prose to explore the psychological landscape of those who contemplate the unthinkable act of filicide. The literary style is marked by Bierce's characteristic use of irony and an unsettling blend of humor and horror, placing the work in the tradition of American Gothic literature, while also engaging with social critiques common to the late 19th century. This collection not only entertains but confronts the reader with unsettling questions about love, duty, and the boundaries of societal norms. Ambrose Bierce, a prominent journalist, and wit, was influenced by his experiences in the Civil War and his critical view of humanity. His mastery of language and inclination toward exploring the dark sides of life made him a unique voice in American literature. "The Parenticide Club" reflects Bierce's broader concerns regarding morality and the human condition, drawing upon his own disillusionment and the cultural milieu of a rapidly changing America at the time. Readers seeking an intricate blend of humor, horror, and ethical exploration will find "The Parenticide Club" a compelling inquiry into the depths of human vice. Infused with Bierce's signature incisiveness, the book not only challenges the reader's perceptions of familial ties but also serves as a timeless reminder of the fragility of moral compasses. It is an essential read for those intrigued by the complexities of life and literature.
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    A smiling mask lifts to reveal a skull, and the grin only grows wider.

Ambrose Bierce’s The Fiend’s Delight gathers brief tales, sketches, and verbal assaults that expose human folly with clinical, often exhilarating cruelty. Composed during the author’s London years in the early 1870s and published under his playful pseudonym Dod Grile, the book announces a sensibility at once American in its plainspokenness and European in its corrosive wit. It is an early landmark in Bierce’s development, where the sinews of his later, more famous work are already flexing. Here, the author tests how far satire can go without breaking into mere scorn, and how laughter can be sharpened into a tool of truth.

Its classic status arises from the vigor and clarity with which it revitalizes Juvenalian satire for a modern readership. By rejecting moral consolation and refusing sentimental evasions, The Fiend’s Delight helped establish a tone of American skepticism that would continue into the twentieth century. The book’s compact forms and epigrammatic thrust anticipate the economical modern short prose that critics now prize. It also reveals how American humor could coexist with metaphysical chill, extending a line from Swift to Bierce and on to writers who found that mirth, properly angled, throws the darkest shadows.

The contents are various yet unified by a single temperament: sardonic, lucid, and impatient with cant. Readers encounter grotesque miniatures, parodic counsel, barbed dialogues, and miniature morality plays whose morals curdle as soon as they appear. The pieces rarely exceed a few pages, but within their small compass Bierce contrives reversals, warped fables, and sudden illuminations that make the book feel like a cabinet of malign curiosities. Rather than advancing an argument chapter by chapter, he accumulates examples of the same delicious offense—against hypocrisy, credulity, and the complacency fostered by polite letters.

Bierce’s biography matters, not as gossip but as atmosphere. A veteran of the American Civil War and a journalist hardened by newspaper work, he brought to London a survivor’s acuity and a reporter’s economy. Writing as Dod Grile allowed him the freedom to experiment with a heightened, masklike voice while engaging British periodical readers. The vantage of exile—seeing the United States from abroad and England from the margins—helped him refine a tone that spares no nationality or class. The Fiend’s Delight distills these experiences into a portable arsenal of skepticism, wielded with the precision of someone who distrusts every official reassurance.

Bierce’s purpose, insofar as one can state it without taming it, is to rupture illusions that keep vice comfortable and virtue smug. He does not offer a program for reform; he offers a discipline of attention that makes complacency impossible. By staging arguments that slide into absurdity and parables that implode under their own logic, he trains readers to detect humbug in themselves as much as in public life. The delight of the fiend is not gratuitous cruelty but relish in exposing false piety, professional rhetoric, and easy moralizing that reduces complex realities to agreeable fictions.

Stylistically, the collection is notable for its cold flame: sentences that burn without smoke. Bierce favors precision over ornament, antithesis over flourish, and the snap of an unexpected turn over rhetorical comfort. He compresses argument into insinuation, image into verdict, and comedy into a scalpel’s flick. The tonal control is exacting—deadpan enough to unsettle, playful enough to entertain. The result is prose that reads quickly yet echoes, because it relies on the reader’s complicity: we complete the joke the moment we recognize ourselves in its target. That recognition, equal parts shame and exhilaration, is the book’s true engine.

Though less widely circulated today than The Devil’s Dictionary or his most anthologized stories, The Fiend’s Delight holds a foundational place in Bierce’s career and in American satire. It prefigures the aphoristic ferocity of his later lexicon and the moral chill of his short fiction. Its example helped legitimize a strain of bracing, anti-sentimental wit that later writers and critics—among them figures like H. L. Mencken and Dorothy Parker—would practice in their own registers. In literary history, the book signals a pivot: away from genial humor toward a modern, skeptical laughter that both relishes and interrogates its targets.

The reading experience is kaleidoscopic: each brief piece refracts a familiar subject—love, politics, religion, journalism, etiquette—into a pattern that is comically precise and morally disquieting. Bierce favors swift setups and quicker detonations, but he also constructs little mazes of logic where readers find themselves complicit before they can object. The variety of forms keeps the tempo lively, while the unifying voice binds the miscellany into something more purposeful than a scrapbook. It is the pace of a nimble mind prowling a corrupt carnival, pausing only long enough to tag the attractions with warnings that look suspiciously like jokes.

Key facts establish the contours of this work. The Fiend’s Delight is by Ambrose Bierce, written and assembled during his early-1870s London period, and issued under the pseudonym Dod Grile. It collects short satirical prose pieces rather than unfolding a single narrative. Many entries draw on the habits of periodical writing—brevity, punch, topical bite—yet they are arranged to showcase a consistent vision. The book’s intention is not to document events but to anatomize pretenses and expose the rhetoric by which society flatters itself. Knowing these premises helps a reader appreciate method without expecting conventional plot or character arcs.

For contemporary audiences, its relevance is immediate. In an era saturated with performance, marketing, and moral posturing, Bierce’s tests of language feel newly diagnostic. He reminds us that sincerity is not a synonym for truth, that outrage can be a costume, and that laughter—unsentimental and remorseless—can disinfect. The book also warns against the indulgences of cynicism; its best pieces sting because they imply standards, not nihilism. To read it now is to acquire a habit of scrutiny: of headlines, sermons, and even one’s own righteous impulses. That habit is a civic skill as well as a literary pleasure.

The Fiend’s Delight endures because it crystallizes a way of seeing: the refusal to let comfort eclipse clarity, and the willingness to find comedy in that refusal. Its themes—self-deception, institutional cant, the ambiguities of virtue, the pleasures and perils of wit—remain evergreen. Bierce’s prose offers the satisfaction of clean cuts through tangled sentiment, and the lingering ache that follows any honest surgery. As an early expression of a major American satirist, it is historically significant; as a portable school of skepticism, it is perennially fresh. The mask lifts; the skull grins; we read on, wider awake and laughing.
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    The Fiend's Delight is an 1873 collection of satirical sketches by Ambrose Bierce, first published under the pseudonym Dod Grile. It presents brief essays, dialogues, parables, and macabre anecdotes that survey public and private life with a purposely cold eye. Rather than a continuous story, the book is a curated miscellany that progresses across social themes: manners, letters, politics, religion, war, crime, and the household. Its organizing principle is irony, often achieved by taking polite formulas to their extreme or by stating uncomfortable motives plainly. The persona of a gimlet eyed fiend supplies a consistent tone, binding diverse forms into a pointed, compressed performance.

The opening establishes the narrative mask and method. Short prologues and early vignettes introduce a commentator who disdains fashionable sentiment and theatrical virtue. These pieces often invert moralistic tropes, staging tiny scenes in which noble talk conceals small advantage. Mini essays dissect popular uplift, cautioning against consoling rhetoric that hides self interest. Imaginary interviews and courthouse like examinations give the voice an air of procedural fairness while revealing sly contradictions. The humor is dry and clipped, yet the transitions are brisk, guiding readers from one compact observation to the next. This pace sets the book's rhythm of setup, reversal, and curt exit.

As the miscellany gathers momentum, the focus turns to urban life and the culture of print. Journalists, editors, and contributors appear in miniature portraits that note haste, embellishment, and the trade in sensation. Mock letters and advisories expose the mechanics of reputation making, as endorsements and denunciations are shown to be interchangeable tools. The theater, salons, and literary coteries provide venues for rehearsing fashionable judgments, which dissolve when convenience requires. Bierce uses brief bulletin like formats to mimic newspapers, then pivots to footnote sized corrections that undermine their claims. The effect is a compact anatomy of publicity and of the rewards it dispenses.

Public institutions then come under scrutiny, particularly law and politics. Sketches feature opportunistic legislators, exhaustive committees, and patronage networks that describe lofty purposes while managing outcomes. A series of mock proclamations and legal opinions demonstrates how language can bless contradictory actions, depending on who speaks and who benefits. Election scenes compress bribery, spectacle, and afterward amnesia into a few quick strokes. The courts appear as theaters of procedure, where verdicts turn on form, not fact. Throughout, the text avoids heavy exposition, preferring caselets that imply systems. The sequence accumulates into a picture of governance as ritual interlaced with private bargaining.

Religious life receives similar treatment, with attention to public piety and the commerce around it. Preachers, tract writers, and professional converts perform zeal in sketches that juxtapose fervor with accounting. Doctrinal disputes are rendered as exchanges over branding, where small differences are amplified to rally adherents. Revival meetings and charitable campaigns illustrate how confession, spectacle, and collection plates cooperate. Rather than attacking belief itself, the pieces isolate the incentives that surround organized practice and the habit of moral display. Brief catechisms, parables, and advisories demonstrate how sacred language can be made elastic, accommodating whatever policy or appetite currently seeks validation.

The book next surveys violence and its management, moving from war talk to policing and punishment. Battlefield anecdotes pare away heroic rhetoric to show logistics, chance, and error at work. Militia drills and dueling clubs appear as rehearsals for prestige rather than necessity. Crime reports compress motive, pursuit, and trial into satiric episodes that turn on notoriety more than truth. Executions and prisons are treated as civic ceremonies whose outcomes are predictable once status is fixed. The tone remains clipped and unsentimental, and the selection of incidents emphasizes how narratives of honor or justice often shadow economic or reputational calculations.

From public life the miscellany shifts into the household, examining courting, marriage, and domestic authority. Mock etiquette guides and sample letters outline the expected scripts, then expose the negotiations underneath. Husbands, wives, guardians, and suitors are presented in compact profiles that stress arrangement, inheritance, and social display. Household economies link affection to dowries and furniture, while advice to the lovelorn treats desire as a problem of timing and leverage. Even in these intimate settings, the pieces highlight how phrases of devotion coexist with careful bookkeeping. The section does not linger on scandal but on the ordinary bargains that sustain appearances.

A cluster of grotesque and medical curiosities follows, emphasizing the body, mortality, and professional detachment. Undertakers, surgeons, and coroners appear in sketches where competence is measured against fees and schedules. Graveyards, curios cabinets, and patent remedies supply settings for black humor that stops short of cruelty by keeping the focus on institutional habit. Lists, recipes, and how to manuals mock the urge to codify every human difficulty into a procedure. The cumulative effect is to make the macabre matter of fact, not in celebration, but to test the limits of what polite discourse will comfortably include when profit or prestige beckons.

The volume closes with epigrams and brief asides that distill earlier themes into compact formulas. These last fragments underline the book's core message: human affairs are organized by incentives and self regard, which rhetoric decorates. By arranging many small demonstrations rather than a single argument, the collection invites readers to notice patterns across domains. The persona of the fiend persists as a device for candor rather than cruelty, sustaining a tone that is skeptical but controlled. As an early Bierce work, it anticipates the later Devil's Dictionary and war stories, establishing a method of concise, unadorned satire aimed at recurring social performances.
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