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In "Our Common Insects," A. S. Packard presents a comprehensive survey of the diverse insect life inhabiting various ecosystems. Through a meticulous blend of natural history, entomological study, and poetic observation, the book articulates the significance of insects in ecological balance and human life. Packard's writing, characterized by a captivating yet scholarly style, successfully anchors itself in the Victorian enthusiasm for natural sciences, reflecting both a scientific rigor and an appreciation for the beauty of the natural world. Illustrated with detailed descriptions and drawings, this work emphasizes the interconnectedness of species and habitats, making it essential reading for both lay enthusiasts and serious scholars of entomology. As a prominent figure in the burgeoning field of entomology in the late 19th century, A. S. Packard's passion for natural sciences is rooted in his background in the study of zoology and paleontology. His extensive fieldwork and active participation in scientific societies reflect an enduring commitment to understanding the intricate roles played by insects. This profound curiosity about the natural world is palpable throughout the text, engaging readers with insightful observations while advancing the scientific discourse of his time. "Our Common Insects" is a vital resource for anyone interested in the natural sciences, ecology, or biodiversity. Packard's articulate prose not only educates but also inspires readers to appreciate the complexity and beauty of insect life. This work is an invitation to explore the underappreciated world of insects, enhancing our understanding of their critical role within our ecosystems.
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In "More Hunting Wasps," Jean-Henri Fabre delves into the intricate world of solitary wasps, employing an observational and descriptive literary style that marries scientific inquiry with lyrical prose. This sequel to his earlier works continues to explore the behaviors, habitats, and ecological significance of these fascinating creatures, reflecting the late 19th-century shift towards a scientific understanding of nature that emphasized direct observation. Fabre's ability to convey the complexity of the wasp life cycle and their hunting strategies invites readers into a realm that is both informative and enchantingly detailed, laying a foundational stone for entomological studies while also appealing to the layperson's curiosity about the natural world. Jean-Henri Fabre, often referred to as the father of modern entomology, was profoundly influenced by his early life in rural France, surrounded by nature. His passion for insects was ignited during his childhood and further fostered by his career as a schoolmaster. Fabre's dedication to meticulous observation and documentation of insect behavior is evident in his writing, showcasing his belief in the importance of studying the behavior and life cycles of these often-overlooked creatures. "More Hunting Wasps" is highly recommended for both nature enthusiasts and scholars alike. Fabre's blend of science and storytelling provides a compelling read that not only informs but also captivates the imagination, making it a valuable addition to both scientific libraries and personal collections.
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In "A-Birding on a Bronco," Florence Merriam Bailey masterfully intertwines her passion for ornithology with vivid narratives of her adventures in the American West. Through her keen observational skills and engaging prose, Bailey captures the essence of birdwatching in a time when naturalist pursuits were gaining popularity. The book reflects a blend of travelogue and scientific observation, as she meticulously documents her encounters with various bird species and the diverse landscapes that frame their habitats, all while maintaining a light, conversational tone that invites readers into her world of discovery. Florence Merriam Bailey was a pioneering figure in American ornithology and one of the first women to be recognized in this field during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Influenced by her family's affinity for nature and her extensive education in biology and ecology, Bailey's writings reveal her deep respect for wildlife and the environment. Her commitment to avian conservation is evident throughout her work, as she seeks to inspire others to appreciate the natural world. This enchanting book is a must-read for both bird enthusiasts and casual nature lovers alike. Bailey's ability to blend scientific insight with captivating storytelling ensures that readers will not only expand their understanding of bird species but also gain an appreciation for the rich scenery and adventure that accompany a life spent observing nature.
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In the Days of Giants is a captivating exploration of Norse mythology, masterfully crafted by Abbie Farwell Brown. Brown employs a narrative style that intertwines poetic prose with vivid imagery, bringing to life the ancient tales of gods, giants, and heroes. The book delves into the rich tapestry of Norse legends, offering readers a window into the cultural and spiritual beliefs of the Viking Age. Brown's attention to detail and lyrical approach transforms these myths into an enchanting narrative that resonates with both the young and the old, making them accessible to a contemporary audience while preserving their original grandeur. Abbie Farwell Brown, an accomplished author born in 1871, was deeply influenced by her passion for literature and mythology from an early age. Having lived during a time when the revival of interest in folklore and mythology was gaining momentum, she sought to connect these ancient stories with the modern reader. Her work, characterized by an educational yet engaging style, reflects her belief in the timeless relevance of these myths and their capacity to impart moral and philosophical lessons. Recommended for readers of all ages, In the Days of Giants invites you to embark on a journey through the mystical landscapes of Norse mythology. This beautifully rendered collection not only entertains but also enlightens, making it a must-read for anyone interested in the power of storytelling and the richness of cultural heritage.
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In "The Life of the Bee," Maurice Maeterlinck blends poetic prose with scientific observation to explore the intricate world of bees. This work delves into their complex social structures, behaviors, and the profound interconnections between bees and the environment. Employing a lyrical style imbued with symbolism, Maeterlinck elevates the study of these creatures beyond mere entomology, positioning them as metaphors for human existence and community. The text, published during the flourishing of naturalist literature in the early 20th century, reflects a growing fascination with the natural world and humanity's relationship to it, aligning with the broader Symbolist movement in which Maeterlinck was deeply involved. Maurice Maeterlinck, a Belgian playwright and essayist and a Nobel Prize laureate, harnesses his rich philosophical insights and affinity for nature in this compelling narrative. His early life and exposure to the rhythms of the natural world influenced his profound appreciation for the subtleties of life, which resonates throughout this book. Maeterlinck's experiences and reflections on the mysteries of existence reach a delightful synthesis in his portrayal of the bee as a lens through which to examine broader themes of life, mortality, and interconnectedness. "The Life of the Bee" is a captivating read for anyone intrigued by the wonders of nature and the deeper questions of life. Whether you are a lover of literature or a curious naturalist, this book invites readers to ponder the significance of the smallest creatures in shaping our understanding of existence. Maeterlinck's eloquent narrative and philosophical reflections make it an essential addition to any literary or ecological collection.
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	"Not you alone, proud truths of the world,

Not you alone, ye facts of modern science,

But myths and fables of eld, Asia's, Africa's fables."



	Whitman.
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[image: L]ONG, long ago, at the beginning of things, they say that the Lord made the world smooth and round like an apple. There were no hills nor mountains: nor were there any hollows or valleys to hold the seas and rivers, fountains and pools, which the world of men would need. It must, indeed, have been a stupid and ugly earth in those days, with no chance for swimming or sailing, rowing or fishing. But as yet there was no one to think anything about it, no one who would long to swim, sail, row, and fish. For this was long before men were created.

The Lord looked about Him at the flocks of newly made birds, who were preening their wings and wondering at their own bright feathers, and said to Himself—

"I will make these pretty creatures useful, from the very beginning, so that in after time men shall love them dearly. Come, my birds," He cried, "come hither to me, and with the beaks which I have given you hollow me out here, and here, and here, basins for the lakes and pools which I intend to fill with water for men and for you, their friends. Come, little brothers, busy yourselves as you would wish to be happy hereafter."

Then there was a twittering and fluttering as the good birds set to work with a will, singing happily over the work which their dear Lord had given them to do. They pecked and they pecked with their sharp little bills; they scratched and they scratched with their sharp little claws, till in the proper places they had hollowed out great basins and valleys and long river beds, and little holes in the ground.

Then the Lord sent great rains upon the earth until the hollows which the birds had made were filled with water, and so became rivers and lakes, little brooks and fountains, just as we see them to-day. Now it was a beautiful, beautiful world, and the good birds sang happily and rejoiced in the work which they had helped, and in the sparkling water which was sweet to their taste.

All were happy except one. The Woodpecker had taken no part with the other busy birds. She was a lazy, disobedient creature, and when she heard the Lord's commands she had only said, "Tut tut!" and sat still on the branch where she had perched, preening her pretty feathers and admiring her silver stockings. "You can toil if you want to," she said to the other birds who wondered at her, "but I shall do no such dirty work. My clothes are too fine."

Now when the world was quite finished and the beautiful water sparkled and glinted here and there, cool and refreshing, the Lord called the birds to Him and thanked them for their help, praising them for their industry and zeal. But to the Woodpecker He said—

"As for you, O Woodpecker, I observe that your feathers are unruffled by work and that there is no spot of soil upon your beak and claws. How did you manage to keep so neat?"

The Woodpecker looked sulky and stood upon one leg.

"It is a good thing to be neat," said the Lord, "but not if it comes from shirking a duty. It is good to be dainty, but not from laziness. Have you not worked with your brothers as I commanded you?"

"It was such very dirty work," piped the Woodpecker crossly; "I was afraid of spoiling my pretty bright coat and my silver shining hose."

"Oh, vain and lazy bird!" said the Lord sadly. "Have you nothing to do but show off your fine clothes and give yourself airs? You are no more beautiful than many of your brothers, yet they all obeyed me willingly. Look at the snow-white Dove, and the gorgeous Bird of Paradise, and the pretty Grosbeak. They have worked nobly, yet their plumage is not injured. I fear that you must be punished for your disobedience, little Woodpecker. Henceforth you shall wear stockings of sooty black instead of the shining silver ones of which you are so proud. You who were too fine to dig in the earth shall ever be pecking at dusty wood. And as you declined to help in building the water-basins of the world, so you shall never sip from them when you are thirsty. Never shall you thrust beak into lake or river, little rippling brook or cool, sweet fountain. Raindrops falling scantily from the leaves shall be your drink, and your voice shall be heard only when other creatures are hiding themselves from the approaching storm."

It was a sad punishment for the Woodpecker, but she certainly deserved it. Ever since that time, whenever we hear a little tap-tapping in the tree city, we know that it is the poor Woodpecker digging at the dusty wood, as the Lord said she should do. And when we spy her, a dusty little body with black stockings, clinging upright to the tree trunk, we see that she is creeping, climbing, looking up eagerly toward the sky, longing for the rain to fall into her thirsty beak. She is always hoping for the storm to come, and plaintively pipes, "Plui-plui! Rain, O Rain!" until the drops begin to patter on the leaves.
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[image: D]ID you ever notice how different are the nests which the birds build in springtime, in tree or bush or sandy bank or hidden in the grass? Some are wonderfully wrought, pretty little homes for birdikins. But others are clumsy, and carelessly fastened to the bough, most unsafe cradles for the feathered baby on the treetop. Sometimes after a heavy wind you find on the ground under the nest poor little broken eggs which rolled out and lost their chance of turning into birds with safe, safe wings of their own. Now such sad things as this happen because in their youth the lazy father and mother birds did not learn their lesson when Mother Magpie had her class in nest-making. The clumsiest nest of all is that which the Wood-Pigeon tries to build. Indeed, it is not a nest at all, only the beginning of one. And there is an old story about this, which I shall tell you.

In the early springtime of the world, when birds were first made, none of them—except Mother Magpie—knew how to build a nest. In that lovely garden where they lived the birds went fluttering about trying their new wings, so interested in this wonderful game of flying that they forgot all about preparing a home for the baby birds who were to come. When the time came to lay their eggs the parents knew not what to do. There was no place safe from the four-legged creatures who cannot fly, and they began to twitter helplessly: "Oh, how I wish I had a nice warm nest for my eggs!" "Oh, what shall we do for a home?" "Dear me! I don't know anything about housekeeping." And the poor silly things ruffled up their feathers and looked miserable as only a little bird can look when it is unhappy.

All except Mother Magpie! She was not the best—oh, no!—but she was the cleverest and wisest of all the birds; it seemed as if she knew everything that a bird could know. Already she had found out a way, and was busily building a famous nest for herself. She was indeed a clever bird! She gathered turf and sticks, and with clay bound them firmly together in a stout elm tree. About her house she built a fence of thorns to keep away the burglar birds who had already begun mischief among their peaceful neighbors. Thus she had a snug and cosy dwelling finished before the others even suspected what she was doing. She popped into her new house and sat there comfortably, peering out through the window-slits with her sharp little eyes. And she saw the other birds hopping about and twittering helplessly.

"What silly birds they are!" she croaked. "Ha, ha! What would they not give for a nest like mine!"

But presently a sharp-eyed Sparrow spied Mother Magpie sitting in her nest.

"Oho! Look there!" he cried. "Mother Magpie has found a way. Let us ask her to teach us."
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