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Physical Characteristics of the Glen of Imaal Terrier


(from the FCI breed standard)


Head and Skull: Of good width and of fair length. The stop is pronounced, tapering to the nose.


Ears: Small rose or half pricked when alert, thrown back when in repose.


Eyes: Brown, medium size, round and set well apart.
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Neck: Very muscular and of moderate length.


Mouth: Jaws strong, teeth sound, regular, strong, of good size. Scissors bite.


Body: Deep and long, and longer than high. Topline straight. Chest is wide and strong, ribs well sprung.


Forequarters: Shoulders are broad, muscular and well laid back. Forelegs are short, bowed and well boned.


Feet: Compact and strong with rounded pads. Front feet to turn out slightly from pasterns.


Hindquarters: Strong and well muscled.


Coat: Medium length, of harsh texture with soft undercoat.


Color: Blue brindle but not toning to black. Wheaten, from a light wheaten color to a golden reddish shade.


Size: Height at the withers: Dogs: 14 in (35.5 cms) is the maximum. Weight: Dogs: 35 lbs (16 kgs).
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The Glen of Imaal is 100% terrier and was originally used for badger hunting in its native Ireland.
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The history of all of the terriers of Ireland is certainly one that was not documented very well until late into the 18th century. It was, and at times still is, seriously clouded with myths and fables, wishes and hopes. Fortunately, sufficient, although rather widely dispersed, information does exist in one form or another for us to develop a somewhat satisfactory history of the origin of the Irish Glen of Imaal Terrier. This wonderful dog was an inhabitant of the county of Wicklow, which is on the eastern seaboard of Ireland, south of the county of Dublin and north of Wexford. This severe, bleak area stretches out in all of its distinction, encircled by protective mountains. A quick glimpse at a map of the area will illustrate how undomesticated this hollow is, and how well fox, badger and other vermin could persist in this mountainous terrain.


MEET THE IRISH TERRIERS


In Ireland’s canine history, you will find two basically different types of terriers: a short-legged breed (the Irish Glen of Imaal Terrier) and three long-legged breeds (the Irish Terrier, the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier and the Kerry Blue Terrier). Of all the indigenous Irish breeds of terrier seen today, the Glen of Imaal Terrier is the least known of the four.
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The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier is the largest of the Irish terrier breeds and is well known for its distinctive soft coat.


In former times, the phrase “Irish terrier” designated any of the terriers that hailed from the Emerald Isle. It certainly was an extremely rugged life here and both the man and his dog bore an equable load. It was necessary for the dog to be as stable as a rock, with the courage and tenacity to execute his authority and the instinct to know when to use it. However, the expenses of the dog’s keep had to be kept to a bare minimum, and for these reasons the Glen of Imaal Terrier was developed and chosen.


There is a small faction that holds the belief that the Glen is descended directly from the Irish Wolfhound, but most likely he was developed later from the cross-breedings of the offspring of other short-legged terriers. The Glens that are wheaten in color bear a striking resemblance to a short-legged Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier, with the exception of coat texture. The same holds true of the blue-colored Glens to the Kerry Blue Terrier. He has the same strong jaws and, except for the shorter legs, quite similar bone structure.




BRAIN AND BRAWN


Since dogs have been inbred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their masters’ laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.
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An Irish postcard showing the breeds of Ireland. This is in a series published by the Whitegate, County Clare. The author is appreciative of permission of the artists: Hugh Weir and Tomas Porcell.


[image: image]


Among the four terrier breeds of Ireland, this is the modern Irish Terrier: red hair and everything else associated with an irresistible Irish beauty.




TERRA


The word “terrier” actually comes from the Latin word terra, which means “earth.” All such dogs carrying this name were selectively bred to be not only very brave but also tough. It is generally accepted that most terriers originated in the British Isles, where they have been known since the Middle Ages.





If there is one fact that is inescapable, it is that what we recognize as the four distinct terrier breeds from Ireland were not always regarded as such. Until the late 18th century, there was extraordinarily limited information available concerning these dogs, especially as they were primarily owned and bred by the poorer classes. Indeed, all of the different types of the terriers of Ireland were grouped together under the singular heading of “Irish Terriers.”
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The Kerry Blue Terrier possesses the unique blue coat, which is also seen in the Glen, and a similar body structure, excepting the length of its legs.


THE LOWLY GLEN EXALTED


Whatever the precise date of the separation of the Glen of Imaal Terrier from the other terriers of Ireland, the breed always has been typically portrayed as a working terrier and was developed for this purpose.


“The cobby, stocky bow-fronted Glen was ideal for examining lairs and setts and dens and dealing with any of their inhabitants who, unluckily for them, were at home. The natural colouring of blue brindle (never toning to black) and reddish gold wheaten was a camouflage among the heather, ferns and rocks that abounded in their birthplace. White, grey or black are very serious faults. A long time ago there were very many Glens with a bluish saddle and head, legs and underbody were a light wheaten colour. With time they have become more or less a solid coloured dog,” so writes Maureen Holmes, an Irish and international judge, in an article written on the breed.




IRISH LAW


It is interesting sometimes to research early laws, for often they have references to our canine friends. In Ireland, during the 18th century, tenant farmers were actually prohibited from owning any dog with a value greater than £5 (about $8).
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The Glen of Imaal Terrier may find its origins in the 15th century, though some believe it was bred down from the other three Irish breeds of terrier.


The more cobby-built, low-to-ground terriers such as the Glen of Imaal, the Skye and the Sealyham Terriers quickly established themselves as some of the more optimum badger dogs. Their smaller size and superior strength, along with their extremely effective and powerful jaws, enabled them to deal quickly and efficiently with their quarry.


It was not something that developed solely by chance that the terriers of Ireland emerged as sturdy working dogs. They are exactly what the countryside demanded of them. It did not come about by accident, but by the formidable environment and the harsh countryside.


These terriers often traversed from farm to farm, and many crosses occurred between the different breeds, with no distinctions being made, except for the few planned breedings of what were considered by their masters as superior working dogs.




COMMONER’S DOG


In Ireland, the Glen of Imaal Terrier was considered a friend of the common people, and was a family dog as well as a hunter. It was especially proficient at hunting badger and fox, and keeping down vermin on the farms.





It was mainly on these farms that the breed distinctions began taking place. When the farmers began to notice the traits that made their dogs and their neighbor’s dogs stand out, they decided to make a match. Hence, they were breeding in certain characteristics and breeding out others. It was here, with credit being given to the poor Irish farmers, that the different breeds of terrier from Ireland began to emerge as separate and distinct breeds.


The only thing that is clear-cut about the four breeds of terrier from Ireland is that none of them was very important to the upper classes and that all were extremely important to the impoverished farmers of the time. They were indispensable in keeping the farms and surrounding land clear of vermin and intruders. At the same time, they were calm and gentle with any children in the vicinity. All the terriers of Ireland fit this mold.


Of the four, the Glen of Imaal Terrier has the most variations of coat color. While all the other terriers of Ireland are singularly colored, the Glen of Imaal Terrier is seen in all the shades of wheaten, from the lightest of wheatens to a deep golden red, in blue and in brindle. This supports the theory that he was originally developed from cross-breeding back and forth between the other three terriers; eventually, the offspring developed into this breed.


In the histories of each of these terriers, a farmer needed to have a dog able to care for itself, rid the farm of vermin, and be as sturdy as the countryside in which it resided. Although some hunting was done above ground, the dog’s primary purpose was to enter the earthen den of a fox or badger and to cause the quarry to bolt. When the quarry could not be bolted, the terrier would then work up to it and begin to bay or bark excessively so that the farmer would then know the location of the quarry and could begin digging.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word “Canis”. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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For as long as the people of Eire can remember, the terriers from their countryside have been, and still are, noted for their toughness and courage. They had to be, for they were being used to go to ground to hunt badger and other vermin. First and foremost a farming and hunting animal, the Glen of Imaal Terrier earned a reputation for his gameness.


A VISIT TO THE GLEN


The region known as Glen of Imaal, in the county of Wicklow, has its own tales and legends of history and wars, of splendid accomplishments and powerful actions of courage. This wild Irish glen has continued much the same throughout the years, with the exception that there are no permanent inhabitants there today.


This uncultivated Irish valley fairly teemed with game, heather, fern and bracken. A lonely spot in this valley, with impoverished soil, was presented to the Lowland and Hessian soldiers in the 16th and 17th centuries for service to Queen Elizabeth I.


The farmers that eventually descended from these soldiers found that they had to use all of their faculties and expertise, as well as all of their instincts, to survive in this barren locality. Every resource was utilized by these farmers, who had to make a livelihood from this land. Their industrious determination helped them eke out an existence from the unyielding earth. Any dog that could not earn his own way, maintaining the farm clear of vermin and safeguarding the hearth of his master, could not, and would not, be retained.


This region bred into the Glen of Imaal Terrier all of the qualities of the larger canines from which it was bred down. These same traits were necessary to enable the Glen to serve his owner’s spartan existence. This small companion dog was as important to his friend, the farmer, as was the food that was necessary for the livestock. The fact that the Glen of Imaal Terrier positively thrived under these demanding circumstances demonstrates the breed’s tough disposition equal to that of its first owners.


HISTORICAL PORTRAITS


The Noble Art de La Venerie ou Chasse a Courre, by George Tuberville, 1575, points out that a terrier had its beginnings in Flanders or another of the low countries. States Tuberville, “Those with the crooked leggess will take to the earth better than the other and are better for the badger, because they will lye longer to vermin.” The Glen of Imaal Terrier definitely was used for badger hunting.


One of the other early written accounts of what may have been an early Glen of Imaal Terrier is found in Vero Shaw’s Book of the Dog (circa 1890). In the section on Irish terriers, there is a description of a breed show that provoked much controversy. It was held in Dublin in 1876, and the text reads as follows: “Long, low, and useful dogs were held up for admiration.” Also, “Long, and useful, if you like” writes the reviewer, “but never low for an Irish Terrier.” There are words to the effect that the judging was certainly not balanced.


Apparently there was no effort to judge conformation according to type; all forms were shown indiscriminately: thick, short skulls and long, slender ones, hard coats, soft coats, long legs, short legs, all were represented and were judged together. It was almost as if the four terriers of Ireland, as we know them today, were being shown together in one ring. It certainly makes one wonder.


A second turn-of-the-century publication, The Twentieth Century Dog, written by Herbert Compton, refers to a terrier from County Wicklow “as preserved distinct and highly prized for a century, that was long in body, short in leg and blue black in colour.” That aptly describes our friend.


Another book of the late 19th century, Modern Dogs, by Rawdon Lee, refers to County Wicklow and mentions that it is recognized for its terriers. The author comments, “There is a glen, Imaal, in the Wicklow mountains that has always been, and still is, celebrated for its terriers.” Knowing this as the locale and origin of our Glen of Imaal Terrier, we can safely infer that he is speaking of our breed.


There are works that depict a dog similar to the Glen of Imaal Terrier as far back as the 16th century. Indeed, dogs that are similar are referred to in a number of written works, as are the other three breeds. We can never be certain of the precise date that each became a separate breed. Gradually, and with purpose in mind, the characteristics of a large dog were bred into the frame of the breed that we now know as the Glen of Imaal Terrier.


Many of the older generation remember that their grandfathers kept these dogs and recall that the breed has changed little since then. In Dogs in Britain by C. L. B. Hubbard, there is photograph of a group of Glen of Imaal Terriers and their owners taken in 1933. The animals in this picture are surprisingly similar to the Glens of today.


Eventually the farmers saw purpose to breeding the short-legged terriers and then bred them true. This has been going on now for quite a spell and the Glen of Imaal Terrier has definitely been established for a good deal of time.


Their heritage also includes being listed among the many fighting breeds of dog. There are rumors of Bulldog and Scottish Terrier blood in the breed. The Glen of Imaal Terrier’s purposeful-ness and tenacity, as well as the obvious similarity in the conformation of the forelegs, may support these rumored crosses. However, this “sport” has long since become illegal in most countries.




THE TURNSPIT DOG


Part of the Glen of Imaal Terrier’s history is also known to have been spent with numerous hours at the dog-wheel as the turnspit. This contraption was a treadmill that rotated the meat on a spit as it cooked. It was propelled for hours by these energetic little dogs. Their small size, low fronts and strong rears made then ideally matched to this chore, and earned for them the nickname of the “Turnspit Dog.” As active as they can be, this was a chore that they probably enjoyed!
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This was the first known Glen of Imaal Terrier imported into the United States from Ireland in 1969. The breed remains rare in the US today, though interest is growing steadily.


Nowadays the dogs are mostly housed as domestic family pets, although there are quite a few who are still working terriers, keeping the farm and hearth free of all vermin. They are today still endowed with the many traits with which they served their owners long ago.


In 1934 the Glen of Imaal Terrier as a separate breed was exhibited for the first time in Ireland on St. Patrick’s Day in Dublin. He was next recognized by The Kennel Club of England in 1975, and the States Kennel Club of America in 1987, though not by the main American registry, the American Kennel Club. But, long before the Glen of Imaal Terrier became recognized at dog shows, he had already developed into the tough, strong, sturdy dog that we know today.


The Glen of Imaal Terrier is definitely a breed with an admittedly obscure background. However, now and for at least the past 150 years, they have bred true and deserve to be seen more frequently at dog shows, in trials and in the homes of the world’s dog lovers.
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Who can resist the charms of this Irishman? Playful and amusing well describe this delightful Irish breed.
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The Glen of Imaal Terrier is a wonderful animal full of playfulness, amusement and adoration for his owner. Although the breed is not well known outside Ireland and England, this lovely Irish breed has much to offer potential owners. In addition to his appealing, somewhat tousled, appearance, the Glen possesses an uncanny canine intelligence, a willing spirit toward training (a rare quality in any terrier) and a special joy in sharing in the lives of his human family. Whether living in an apartment in the city or in a large farm house in the country, the Glen will feel right at home, provided the owners give him attention and stimulation. This unique terrier is comfortable working vermin in the field, sleeping by the hearth or dazzling the gallery at a dog show. A natural dog, with God-given talents and a true down-to-earth beauty, the Glen rightly deserves a place in the homes of pet owners and the show and obedience set, as well as of the farmers who originally bred him for everyday ratting purposes.


It seems that some Glens do obedience work quite readily, always obeying, with the pleasing of their masters being their top priority, but, at times, it seems as if they only are pretending to be obedient! Some of the Glens will need determination and perseverance to train for obedience, but most are fairly intelligent and train easily with profuse praise and constant reinforcement. They are a cheerful lot, wanting very much to please, seemingly becoming extremely upset upon being scolded. It doesn’t often take more than one sharp scolding to make sure they don’t repeat an infraction.
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PETS IN OUR LIVES


• 94% of pet owners keep a pet’s photo on display in their home or office.


• 46% of pets sleep on their owners’ beds.


• 63% of us celebrate our pets’ birthdays.


• 66% of us take our pets to the vet more often than we see our own physicians!
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A happier, more pleasant dog cannot be found. The Glen is a first-rate friend for children of all ages.




DO YOU WANT TO LIVE LONGER?


If you like to volunteer, it is wonderful if you can take your dog to a nursing home once a week for several hours. The elder community loves to have a dog with which to visit, and often your dog will bring a bit of companionship to someone who is lonely or somewhat detached from the world. You will be not only bringing happiness to someone else but also keeping your dog busy—and we haven’t even mentioned the fact that it has been discovered that volunteering helps to increase your own longevity!





It seems that some Glen of Imaal Terriers can be as stubborn as most other terriers, and when they are ignoring you, it is usually with a tail that is wagging 90 miles per hour! Quite a bit of the time will be when there is food involved, or if they think they will get a bit of something if they just stay where they are for just a moment longer.


Most Glens put up patiently with anything that you ask of them, whether it is being groomed or being pushed in a carriage by the children, and it is quite often that it is done without complaint.


In her book The Dogs of Ireland, Anna Redlich says of the Glen, “The attribute ‘yappy,’ so well suited to many terrier breeds, does not apply to the Glen of Imaal Terrier who is dead silent at his work and will not utter a bark or whimper when deep down under ground he is mauled or even killed by a badger.” Nevertheless, Glen of Imaal Terriers “talk” to many of their owners; for example if a toy or bone has been pushed under a piece of furniture, many of them will “call” you to come and help!


[image: image]


The Glen is an adaptable, active dog that enjoys walks and outdoor time with his mistress.
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A hard-working farm dog, who is also a devoted home pet, this is Murphy of Megh-Morran, owned by F. and S. Timmer.




TAKING CARE


Science is showing that as people take care of their pets, the pets are taking care of their owners. A study published in the American Journal of Cardiology found that having a pet can prolong his owner’s life. Pet owners generally have lower blood pressure, and pets help their owners to relax and keep more physically fit. It was also found that pets help to keep the elderly connected to their communities.





It is also said that they are very discerning of strangers, intuitively knowing if the person has good or bad intentions. Barking seems to vary as to how much is allowed by the master. Glen of Imaal Terriers are classified as silent working dogs, but excellent watchdogs. They should sound an alarm when necessary but should keep quiet when there is nothing much afoot. Definitely discourage any wayward barking in a pup or this could lead to unneccesary barking in the adult.
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