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Edward Prime-Stevenson's "Imre: A Memorandum" stands as a seminal work in early 20th-century LGBTQ literature, encapsulating themes of identity, love, and societal constraints. Written in a lyrical yet candid style, the narrative follows the poignant relationship between two men, shifting between an intimate exploration of their emotional landscape and a broader commentary on the norms of society. The book is notable for its sensitive portrayal of homosexual love at a time when such subject matter was often relegated to the shadows, weaving a rich tapestry of desire, longing, and the quest for personal authenticity that echoes the Modernist literary movement. Born in 1858, Stevenson was an American writer and early advocate for LGBTQ rights, deeply influenced by his own experiences and the oscillating sexual mores of his era. His personal journey through societal rejection and self-acceptance forged a lens through which he articulated the struggles of individuals wrestling with their identities. Through his fiction, Stevenson sought not only to entertain but to enlighten, paving the way for future generations to explore themes of love and acceptance. "Imre: A Memorandum" is a vital read for those interested in the rich history of LGBTQ literature, offering insights into the profound emotional truths underlying sexual desire. It invites readers to reflect on the complexities of love and the fight for self-acceptance against a backdrop of societal prejudice, making it both a poignant personal narrative and a resonate cultural artifact.
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In "The Sex Side of Life: An Explanation for Young People," Mary Ware Dennett offers a groundbreaking exploration of human sexuality aimed at the youth of her time. Written in an accessible style, Dennett's treatise intertwines scientific insights with candid discussions on diverse aspects of sexual health, reproduction, and emotional relationships. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, when topics of sex were often shrouded in taboo, this book emerges as a radical attempt to demystify sexuality, promoting a rational understanding that encourages sexual education devoid of shame and fear. Mary Ware Dennett, a notable advocate for women's rights and reproductive education, utilized her personal experiences as a mother and her professional background in social reform to craft this socially relevant work. Her activism, particularly in birth control and women's suffrage, informed her belief in comprehensive sexual education. Dennett faced significant societal pushback yet remained undeterred in her mission, striving to empower young individuals through knowledge and understanding in a rapidly changing world. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to navigate the complexities of sexuality with a clear, informed perspective. Dennett's work remains a vital reference for educators, parents, and young adults, advocating the necessity of open discourse about sexuality in fostering healthier relationships and informed choices.
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H. G. Wells's "Marriage" is a thought-provoking exploration of the complex institution of marriage set against the backdrop of early 20th-century societal norms. Through a blend of sharp social commentary and engaging prose, Wells delves into themes of love, commitment, and the often conflicting aspirations of personal freedom and societal expectation. The novel's literary style is marked by its realism and satirical edge, inviting readers to scrutinize the historical construct of marriage while reflecting upon its evolving nature amid the cultural shifts of the time. H. G. Wells, a prominent figure in science fiction and social criticism, was deeply influenced by the tumultuous changes in social structures and gender roles of his era. His diverse career as a journalist, historian, and novelist equipped him with a unique perspective on the nuances of human relationships. Often critical of Victorian norms, Wells sought to challenge the traditional views on marriage, offering a candid exploration of its implications through his own experiences and observations. "Marriage" is a compelling read for those interested in literature that probes the intersections of personal relationships and societal constructs. Wells's incisive wit and profound insights make this work not only relevant but also essential for understanding the historical context of marriage and its implications within modern society. Readers who appreciate intelligent discourse on love and commitment will find this novel both enlightening and engaging.
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In "Studies in Wives," Marie Belloc Lowndes presents a compelling exploration of the complex roles and psychological landscapes of women within marriage during the early 20th century. Through a series of character studies, Lowndes employs a keen observational style that reveals the subtleties of domestic life and the inner workings of her characters' minds. Her writing is infused with a mix of realism and subtle irony, which allows readers to grasp the conflicting emotions and societal expectations surrounding women in the marital sphere, set against the backdrop of a rapidly changing modern world. Marie Belloc Lowndes, an accomplished British author known for her significant contributions to literature, brought her own experiences and societal observations to the forefront of her writing. As a woman living in a patriarchal society, she was acutely aware of the limitations placed on women and the nuances of marital relationships. Lowndes' literary output often delved into psychological themes, reflecting her deep understanding of the human condition, influenced by her close associations with prominent literary figures of her time. "Studies in Wives" is highly recommended for readers interested in the complexities of gender dynamics and the societal pressures faced by women. Lowndes' insightful prose invites the reader to reflect on the intricate emotional fabric of marriage, making this work a timeless study of character and culture that resonates with contemporary themes of identity and autonomy.
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In "The Perfect Gentleman," Ralph Bergengren presents a captivating exploration of masculinity and etiquette during the early 20th century. The book intertwines practical advice on social behavior with a philosophical discourse on what it means to be a 'gentleman'. Bergengren's writing is characterized by an engaging tone and rich descriptive language, drawing from the literary traditions of both memoir and self-help. Set against the backdrop of a rapidly changing society, the work reflects the tensions between traditional values and modern ideals, providing readers with both historical context and timeless insights into social dynamics. Ralph Bergengren, an influential figure in the realms of literature and social commentary, was deeply shaped by the cultural shifts of his time. His background in education, combined with his keen observations of human behavior, fueled his desire to redefine masculinity in the face of contemporary challenges. Bergengren's own experiences and societal insights led him to articulate a vision of a refined man, balancing strength and sensitivity, thus enriching the discourse surrounding gender norms in his era. Readers seeking a profound understanding of gentlemanly behavior intertwined with social critique will find "The Perfect Gentleman" to be an invaluable resource. This book is not merely a guide to etiquette; it is a reflective journey that compels readers to examine their own values within the framework of civility and respect. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the nuances of social interaction and the evolving identity of men in society.
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As we have moved down the ages, now and then, from the religious
teacher, the statesman, the inventor, the social worker, or from the
doctor, surgeon, or sexologist, there has been a "vox clamantis in
deserto." Usually these voices have fallen on unheeding ears; but
again and again some delver in books, some student of men, some
inspired, self-effacing, or altruistic one has taken up the cry; and
at last unthinking, unheeding, superficial, self-satisfied humanity
has turned to listen.


Aristotle by the sure inductive method learned and taught much,
concerning the sex relations of men and women, that it would profit
us today to heed. Balzac, Luther, Michelet, Spencer, and later, at
our very doors, Krafft-Ebbing, Forel, Bloch, Ellis, Freud, Hall, and
scores of others have added their voices. All these have seen whither
we were drifting, and have made vigorous protests according to their
lights. Many of these protests should have been heard, but were not,
and only now are just beginning to be heeded. Such pioneers in the
field of proper, healthful, ethical, religious, sane daily sex living,
have been Sturgis and Malchow, who talked earnestly to an unheeding
profession of these things, and now, I have the honor to write
an introductory word to a book in this field, that is sane, wise,
practical, entirely truthful, and unspeakably necessary.


I can endorse the teachings in Dr. Long's book more fully because I
have, for nearly a quarter of a century, been holding similar views,
and dispensing similar, though perhaps less explicit, information.
I know from long observation that the teaching is wholesome and
necessary, and that the results are universally uplifting. Such
teachings improve health, prolong life, and promote virtue, adding to
the happiness and lessening the burdens of men, on the one hand; on
the other, reducing their crimes and vices. A book like this would
have proved invaluable to me on my entrance to the married state; but
had I had it, I might not have been forced to acquire the knowledge
which enables me now to state with all solemnity, that I personally
know hundreds of couples whose lives were wrecked for lack of such
knowledge, and that I more intimately know hundreds of others to
whom verbal teaching along the lines he has laid down, has brought
happiness, health and goodness.


Dr. Long advances no theories; neither do I. He has found by studying
himself and other people, a sane and salutary way of sex living, and
fearlessly has prescribed this to a limited circle for a long time. I
congratulate him for his perspicacity, temerity, and wisdom. He offers
no apology, and there is no occasion for any. He says, "All has been
set down in love, by a lover, for the sake of lovers yet to be, in the
hope of helping them on toward a divine consummation." That is, he has
developed these ideas at home, and then spread them abroad, or, he has
found them abroad and brought them home; and they worked.


I also speak somewhat ex experientia and have some intimate personal
knowledge of many of these things. Therefore, I advocate his doctrine,
the more readily, and maintain that humanity needs these ideas as
much today as when M. Jules Lemaitre wrote his late introduction to
Michelet's L'Amour. He said: "Il ne parait pas, apres quarante ans
passes, que les choses aillent mieux, ni que le livre de Michelet
ait rien perdu de son a-propos." Twenty years more have elapsed
and things have not yet become much better. Frank sex talks like Dr.
Long's teaching are as a-propos today as was Michelet's book when it
was written, or when, after forty years had passed M. Lemaitre wrote
his introduction.


Idealism is right, and we all approve it; so much so, that many of us
cannot see that ultra-idealism, extremism in right, (it is foolish
to attempt to attain anything better than the best) may be wrong.
Undoubtedly, entire devotion to the material and physical, is also
wrong; but we never must lose sight of the palpable fact that, unless
we have a proper, stable, natural, well-regulated physical or
material foundation, we must fall short of all ideals. Proper physical
adjustments enable the realization of realizable ideals. Unrealizable
ideals are chimeras pursued into futurity, while a world that should
be human and happy waits in vice and misery. I gather that Dr. Long
believes that reducing this vice and misery, and increasing human
happiness and improving health are suitable works with which to
companion a faith in the Arbiter of our destinies.


If thus he develops his idea of the integrity of the universe, I agree
with him fully. His book, since it delineates the numerous details of
a normal sex life, can be sold, thanks to our prudish public, only to
the profession. I believe it should go to the larger public as it has
gone formerly to his smaller community.


In spite of imperfect ideals the Orient has endured, while we of the
Occident are fast becoming decadent. We, by learning something of
the art of love, and of the natural life of married people, from the
Hindoos, may perpetuate our civilization. They, by adopting the best
of our transcendentalism, may reach higher development than we yet
have attained.


The time has come for a book like this to command the attention of
medical men, since now an awakened public demands from them, as the
conservers of life and the directors of physiological living, explicit
directions in everything pertaining to the physician's calling, not
omitting the intimate, intricate, long taboo and disdained details of
sex life and procreation.



	

	
	

	W.F. ROBIE, M.D.
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To Members of the Medical Profession into Whose Hands This Book May
Come:




The following pages are more in the nature of a manuscript, or
heart-to-heart talk between those who have mutual confidence in each
other, than of a technical, or strictly scientific treatise of the
subject in hand; and I cannot do better, for all parties concerned,
than to explain, just here in the beginning, how this came about,
and why I have concluded to leave the copy practically as it was
originally written.


In common with nearly all members of our profession who are engaged
in the general practice of medicine, I have had numbers of married men
and women, husbands and wives, patients and otherwise, who have come
to me for counsel and advice regarding matters which pertain to their
sex-life, as that problem presented itself to them personally. As we
all know, many of the most serious and complicated cases we have to
deal with have their origins in these delicate relations which so
often exist among wedded people, of all classes and varieties.


For a number of years I did what I could for these patrons of mine, by
way of confidential talks and the like, my experience in this regard
probably being about on a par with that of my medical brethren who are
engaged in the same kind of work. It is needless to say that I found,
as you have doubtless found under the same conditions, many obstacles
to prevent satisfactory results, by this method of procedure. My
patients were often so reticent, or timid and shame-faced, that it was
frequently difficult to get at the real facts in their cases, and, as
we all know, many of these would, for these and other reasons, conceal
more than they revealed, thereby keeping out of evidence the most
vital and significant items in their individual cases. All these
things, of course, tended to make bad matters worse, or resulted in
nothing that was really worth while.


After some years of this sort of experience, and meditating much on
the situation, I came to the conclusion that a very large percentage
of all this trouble which I and my patrons had to go up against, was
almost entirely the result of ignorance on the part of those who came
to consult me; and because knowledge is always the antidote for not
knowing, I came to the conclusion that, if it were possible to "put
these people wise" where they were now so uninformed, I might at
once save them from a deal of harm and myself from much trouble and
annoyance.
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