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RUDOLF STEINER (1861–1925) called his spiritual philosophy ‘anthroposophy’, meaning ‘wisdom of the human being’. As a highly developed seer, he based his work on direct knowledge and perception of spiritual dimensions. He initiated a modern and universal ‘science of spirit’, accessible to anyone willing to exercise clear and unprejudiced thinking.


From his spiritual investigations Steiner provided suggestions for the renewal of many activities, including education (both general and special), agriculture, medicine, economics, architecture, science, philosophy, religion and the arts. Today there are thousands of schools, clinics, farms and other organizations involved in practical work based on his principles. His many published works feature his research into the spiritual nature of the human being, the evolution of the world and humanity, and methods of personal development. Steiner wrote some 30 books and delivered over 6000 lectures across Europe. In 1924 he founded the General Anthroposophical Society, which today has branches throughout the world.
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Only rarely does someone wholly express their full individuality in a book.




About this Book


Like pearls in the oyster, pearls of wisdom lie hidden in texts and are easily overlooked. They keep their light under a bushel, serving a framework and context of thought. If we draw them out they begin to shine, revealing their translucent facets and intrinsic harmony. These small, self-sufficient verbal universes are real finds. In contrast to the prevailing view that meaning arises only in context, they show us that the opposite can also be true: they acquire enhanced meaning in isolation, mysteriously turning out to be independent of thoughts and phrases that precede or follow them. In the collective of sentences they stand out as individuals: like prime numbers in the arithmetic of thinking, or tasty morsels of philosophical insight.


The pearls of thought selected here bear witness to Rudolf Steiner's style of speech and thinking. Unlike his contemporary Nietzsche, he did not hammer his readers but used a far finer implement. Whereas Nietzsche bangs nails in with forceful articulation, Rudolf Steiner continually seeks to mould and sculpt his medium of language so that the idea feels at home in the form of language it inhabits. This is also why he dispenses with dramatic formulations, pointed emphasis or smugness. Instead of resorting to spectacular statement, he couches speculation—wholly in conformity with German idealism—in terms that wrestle gently with the dynamic energy and dignity of the world of ideas. Where Nietzsche strikes sparks and splinters from his anvil, Rudolf Steiner creates the conditions in which pearls of thought can cohere and coalesce. They often appear as the culmination of a sequence of thoughts, either in a whole sentence or else simply cast down as random phrase, as if waiting to be discovered and appreciated.


It is possible to gather up these pearls and thread them together to create new textures and striking panoramas that emerge from the interplay of transformed contexts. Thus dynamic constellations of thought arise, allowing us unusual and surprising access to Rudolf Steiner's philosophical thinking.


We should not expect smart aphorisms or complacent bon mots from this collection. The phrases are often very quiet if incontrovertible, while others may be mysterious or lead in strange, surprising directions. I have included phrases that have some relationship, whether centrally or peripherally, with philosophical issues, leaving out those containing anthroposophical terminology which require further explanation or definition. All the statements here, including the chapter headings, are to be found in Rudolf Steiner's written works. Apart from the opening motto overleaf, I did not draw on Steiner's spoken lectures.


Daniel Baumgartner




Truth is simple only for those


who first wrestle their way through multiplicity.


It is like a thread of many pearls.




1. Before anything else can be grasped, thinking itself must be


It cannot be denied: before anything else can be grasped, thinking itself must be.


Pure thinking, you see, is itself already a supersensible activity.


Thinking alone can determine whether thinking is correct.


Thinking is the last link in the sequence of processes that create nature.


Our consciousness is not—as many people believe—the capacity to engender and preserve thoughts (ideas), but rather to perceive them.


Everything is ultimately resolved into thinking, and finds its place within it.


In thinking we have a principle that exists in and through itself.


Observation and thinking are the two points of departure for all human enquiry in so far as this is conscious.


Thinking exists beyond subject and object.


Living thinking is an intrinsic reality.


We can introduce a stronger impetus of will into ordinary conscious thinking than is present in it in our ordinary experience of the physical world.


Something that thinking could not encompass would be absurd.


If I think mathematically I am thinking about the sensory world but do not, at the same time, think within it.


In observing thinking we penetrate the fabric of the world.


There is nothing in the world that we know better than our thoughts.


Within the sensory world, realities continually correct our thinking.


The vocation of thinking is to solve the riddles that perception presents us with.


Especially when we consider its form as individual activity within our consciousness, our thinking is beholding—that is, it directs the gaze outwards towards what faces or confronts us.


The way a person thinks is the way he is.


Thought has proven itself the educator of the soul.


Thinking may play a secondary role in the emergence of world phenomena, but assuredly has a chief role in forming a view about them.


One may carry all the world's knowledge around in one's head, but genius never manifests without having a new thought.


Thinking has to strengthen itself to act with the vitality otherwise only present in sense perception; and thinking not reliant on memories must arise without sensory perception, instead experiencing its content in immediate presence, as one otherwise only finds in perception.
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