
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


The History of Spiritualism, Vol. I



Doyle, Arthur Conan

4066338051004

259

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "The History of Spiritualism, Vol. I," Arthur Conan Doyle delves into the origins and evolution of spiritualist movements, providing a comprehensive examination of the cultural, scientific, and philosophical underpinnings that shaped this fascinating phenomenon. With a narrative style marked by both meticulous research and engaging prose, Doyle interweaves historical accounts with personal anecdotes, creating a rich tapestry that situates spiritualism within the broader discourse of belief and skepticism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This volume not only documents significant events and key figures in spiritualism but also reflects Doyle's own experiences and encounters with the unseen, inviting readers to ponder the intersection of the metaphysical and the empirical. Arthur Conan Doyle, best known as the creator of Sherlock Holmes, was a man of many interests, including the advocacy of spiritualism which deeply influenced his later writings. His personal loss and the desire to reconcile the grief of losing loved ones motivated him to explore spiritualism as a means of connecting with the afterlife. Doyle's meticulous investigation into this topic is not merely an academic pursuit but a heartfelt inquiry shaped by his own profound experiences with loss and the supernatural. For readers intrigued by the complexities of belief systems, "The History of Spiritualism, Vol. I" offers an insightful exploration of a movement that captivated a generation. Through Doyle's lens, one gains a deeper understanding of spiritualism's lasting impact on society and culture, making this book a vital read for scholars, practitioners, and curious minds alike. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Ocean of Theosophy," William Quan Judge offers a comprehensive exploration of Theosophical philosophy, presenting its core tenets and profound insights into the nature of existence. Written in a clear and accessible style, Judge'Äôs work synthesizes complex spiritual concepts with a focus on the interconnectedness of humanity and the universe. The book draws extensively upon Eastern and Western philosophical traditions, weaving together insights from Buddhism, Hinduism, and Neoplatonism, while also contextualizing Theosophy within the late 19th-century spiritual revival that sought to bridge science and spirituality. Each chapter serves as a poignant reflection of Judge'Äôs commitment to elucidating spiritual truth through reason and intuition. William Quan Judge, a co-founder of the Theosophical Society alongside Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, was instrumental in shaping Theosophy as a recognized spiritual movement. His Irish-American heritage and extensive engagement with various philosophical traditions fostered his deep comprehension of mysticism and esotericism. Judge'Äôs desire to elucidate the principles of Theosophy stemmed from his conviction that these teachings hold the key to understanding the spiritual evolution of humanity, making this work both a personal and a collective endeavor. For those intrigued by spiritual philosophy, "The Ocean of Theosophy" is an essential read. It not only enriches one'Äôs understanding of Theosophy but also provides a framework for deeper spiritual inquiry. Judge'Äôs meticulous approach makes this text a significant contribution to both academic pursuits and personal exploration of esoteric wisdom.
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In "A Defence of Modern Spiritualism," Alfred Russel Wallace, co-founder of the theory of evolution through natural selection, embarks on a critical examination of spiritual phenomena and the burgeoning spiritualist movement of the late 19th century. Wallace employs a rational and scientific lens to explore various instances of mediumship, psychic occurrences, and the interplay between science and the inexplicable. His eloquent literary style reflects a harmonious blend of scientific inquiry and philosophical contemplation, positioning his work as a vital discourse within the wider context of the Victorian era's fascination with paranormal experiences and the search for life's ultimate purpose. Alfred Russel Wallace, a naturalist and explorer, was deeply influenced by the spiritualist ideas that circulated during his lifetime. Having spent many years studying the natural world and grappling with questions of existence, Wallace sought to synthesize his scientific background with the spiritual insights garnered from his explorations. His position as a pioneer of evolutionary thought often intersected with his belief in the potential realities of spiritualism, making his defense both a personal endeavor and a scientific investigation. For readers intrigued by the intersections of science, philosophy, and the supernatural, Wallace's "A Defence of Modern Spiritualism" is an indispensable text. This book will not only challenge preconceived notions of spirituality in the context of science but also compel readers to ponder the deeper mysteries of existence, making it a timeless and thought-provoking piece. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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The "Preliminary Report of the Commission Appointed to Investigate Modern Spiritualism" presents a meticulous examination of the burgeoning phenomenon of spiritualism in the late 19th century. This comprehensive report combines empirical research with critical analysis, utilizing an academic and objective literary style that reflects the rigorous methodologies of the time. Within its pages, the inquiry delves into various practices of spiritualism, including s√©ances and mediumistic performances, evaluating the psychological and sociocultural dimensions that contributed to its popularity, particularly in post-Civil War America, where the collective psyche sought solace beyond the grave. The Seybert Commission, established by the University of Pennsylvania, consists of prominent scholars and scientists who sought to address the growing public fascination with spiritualism. Their investigation was not only a scholarly pursuit but also a response to the societal needs for understanding life, death, and the possibility of an afterlife during a period marked by profound loss and existential inquiry. The Commission'Äôs diverse backgrounds brought a nuanced perspective to their findings, blending rigor with compassionate understanding. This report is highly recommended for readers fascinated by the intersection of science, spirituality, and social history. Its in-depth analysis and thorough documentation illuminate the intricacies of a movement that captured the imagination of many, making it an essential resource for scholars and enthusiasts alike.
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In "Practical Psychomancy and Crystal Gazing," William Walker Atkinson explores the intersection of the metaphysical and the psychological, presenting a comprehensive guide to the art of divination through crystal gazing. His literary style, characterized by a blend of esoteric knowledge and practical instruction, reflects the burgeoning interest in spiritualism and the occult during the early 20th century. The text delves into the mechanics of psychic abilities, offering techniques aimed at harnessing one's innate powers for personal insight and foresight, as well as facilitating communication with the subconscious mind. Atkinson'Äôs work is situated within the broader context of New Thought philosophy, combining elements of mysticism and practical psychology to empower the reader in their spiritual journey. William Walker Atkinson was a prolific writer and influential figure in the fields of mysticism and self-improvement, deeply influenced by his engagement with New Thought movements and Eastern philosophies. His diverse background, which included roles as a lawyer and practitioner of yoga, informed his unique approach to psychical phenomena. Atkinson's ventures into the complexities of the mind and spirit led him to compile this practical guide, aiming to demystify crystal gazing and make it accessible to a wider audience. "Practical Psychomancy and Crystal Gazing" is highly recommended for anyone intrigued by the realms of psychic phenomena and self-discovery. Atkinson's clear, instructive prose serves as both a theoretical foundation and a toolkit for aspiring practitioners. This book invites readers not only to explore the mystical art of crystal gazing but also to embark on a transformative journey into their own consciousness.
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Written at intervals from the pressure of business, and at times that should have been devoted to recreation, these pages make no claim to artistic arrangement or literary merit. If they enable any one to arrive at a clearer and better appreciation of the wonderful phenomena of which they treat, they will have accomplished all that was intended.

Winchester, Mass.
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In 1840 I became acquainted with Dr. Colyer, then lecturing on Mesmerism[1], at Peel's Museum, New York, and fully believed, at that time, that he was a humbug, and Mesmerism a fraud. Soon after this, while visiting some friends, with Mr. Pendleton, formerly from Boston, this subject was pretty thoroughly discussed,—Mr. Pendleton insisting that there was truth in it, and that I was not treating it fairly; and he proposed, as a matter of amusement, that I should try the experiment on some one of the party present. Willing to turn the discussion into a less serious form, I consented to take the part assigned me; and soon found, to my astonishment, that I had before me a most excellent clairvoyant subject. What had been started as amusement became a very interesting entertainment, resulting in the meeting of the parties once a week for the purpose of studying Mesmerism.
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