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				The previous landscape shows Brazil 235 million years ago, when the long history of dinosaurs was just beginning.

			

		

		
			
				At that time, carnivores and herbivores were very different. Dinosaurs were still tiny and lived scared. They ate small plants, insects and tiny animals. Beginnings are never easy — and it wasn’t for the dinosaurs either. Since they were insignificant, no one cared about them. But wait two or three million years and you will see, because soon they will grow and dominate the continents.
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				Dinosaurs tell us a good part of Brazilian prehistory.Turn the pages of this book and see what nature has hidden in the rocks... mysteries that Brazilian paleontologists never get tired of revealing to us.
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				New dinos from Brazil

			

		

		
			
				Studying dinosaurs is not a very simple task. Finding skeletons, collecting a large chunk of rock, taking it to the laboratory, removing each bone from the rock and studying an extinct animal is among the most complicated jobs in the world. It is difficult to find them because not all dinosaurs that existed were petrified in the rocks. Out of every thousand dinosaurs, only one fossilized and out of every thousand fossilized, only one is discovered by paleontologists. It seems small, and it really is, but when we consider that they existed for almost 170 million years, the numbers become impressive.

				It is not an easy feat to transport a 500-kilogram block of rock to a laboratory and remove grain by grain of the rock surrounding the skeleton until only the bones remain. This can take years.
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				So, to find out whether or not the new fossil belonged to a different species, the paleontologist needs to visit several museums around the world, where other skeletons found in rocks of the same age are kept. They look at every bone, one by one, and compare them until they find the answer.

			

		

		
			
				PHEW!!!
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				This is how paleontologists discovered the 1,300 known species of dinosaurs in the world, and 47 of them are in Brazil. 

				In our first book, Dinos do Brasil*, you learned about 23 species. In this book, you will learn about 24 species. Seven of them had already been discovered before 2011, but they were only known by their footprints or teeth, and we really could not know what they looked like. Now we can. Let’s get to know them.

				You will also discover the new way paleontologists see the giant Oxalaia today.

			

		

		
			
				 Long live for Brazil's dinosaurs!
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				The family tree of Brazilian dinosaurs
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				This family tree contains all of the known dinosaurs in Brazil.

			

		

		
			
				They are grouped according to their branches: the ornithischians (blue), very rare herbivores, known only by the footprints they left; the saurischians, such as the sauropodomorphs (green), huge long-necked animals; the rare herrerasaurids (light blue), which include the first predatory dinosaurs; and the superhunters theropods (purple), the only branch with living representatives (orange). 

				You will find the name of each of them and the year they were officially named. The new dinosaurs that you will learn about in this book are highlighted. All the others are in the first book, Dinos do Brasil*.
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