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To Julia Zwayne













Introduction





I have always loved the Amplified Bible. It gives me a different perspective on Scripture passages with which I had become very familiar.


For that different perspective, take the English word “love.” When texting first started using the “love heart” emoji, it took some time for me to feel comfortable sending it to men. This is because there is only one word for “love” in English. But the Greek language has an amazing eight different words.1 Let’s look at three.


Eros is the type of love that involves passion, lust, or romance. Philia is an affectionate love. Philia is the type of love that involves friendship. It is philia that I’m expressing to men when texting the love heart. Then there is agape. Agape is often defined as an unconditional, sacrificial love, and that word expresses the love that God has for us.


It’s because of the richness of the Greek language and my love for Jesus that I have thoroughly enjoyed combining the two in Jesus Amplified. I hope you enjoy it as well.


Also, I would like to express my special thanks to Brad Snow for his work in generating the amazing pictures in this devotional.


May God bless and keep all of you.
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1“8 Greek Words for Love That Will Make Your Heart Soar,” Dictionary.com, March 28, 2024, https://www.dictionary.com/e/greek-words-for-love.
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The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11)

















JANUARY 1


Permitting Things in Life





Jesus replied to him, “Permit it just now; for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John permitted it [and baptized Him].


MATTHEW 3:15


The event in today’s Scripture passage happened when Jesus met John the Baptist at the River Jordan. John had been preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. When Jesus approached him to be baptized, John was initially reluctant. He recognized that Jesus was without sin and felt unworthy to baptize him. By submitting to baptism, Jesus was identifying with the sinful humanity he came to save. This prefigured his sacrificial death on the cross, where he fully identified with human sin and took it upon himself.


Sometimes we have to permit things to happen in life even when they make no sense. John had been baptizing sinners who came to him confessing their sins. It made sense for him to do that. But Jesus said, “Permit it just now.” When logic and reason leave us, faith fills in the vacuum. And that’s fitting. All is well. There’s peace in the storm because God is in control. He has a plan, and we submit to his infinite wisdom because we are his.


Father, when I can’t see the future, I gladly take hold of your faithful hand.














JANUARY 2


It Was Written Forever





Jesus replied, “It is written and forever remains written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.’”


MATTHEW


The devil had tempted Jesus to turn stones into fresh bread. But Jesus resisted the temptation and quoted the Scriptures. All Scripture is written by the inspiration of God and is profitable (2 Timothy 3:16), and when God writes something, as Jesus said, “Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35 KJV). And that’s what Jesus was saying here.


In other words, if it was divinely inspired it is utterly reliable because, like God, Scripture doesn’t change. He is as good as his Word. How wonderful it is that in such a changing world—where we can’t trust that what is said to be true today will still be considered true tomorrow—the Bible is true forever. The eternal Bread of Life was broken for us. He fully became a human being and dwelled among us so we could eat of the bread of heaven both now and forevermore.


Father, my heart beats with never-ending gratitude for Jesus and the cross.














JANUARY 3


On the Other Hand





Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written and forever remains written, ‘You shall not test the Lord your God.’”


MATTHEW 4:7, QUOTING DEUTERONOMY 6:16


Jesus had been led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. This temptation occurred after Jesus had been fasting for forty days and nights. The Bible tells us that he was hungry. If we went for forty days and nights without food, most of us would be more than hungry. We would be close to death, depending on our state of health. And it was at that low point for Jesus that the Enemy came to him and said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread” (Matthew 4:3 NKJV).


It is when we are at our lowest point that the Enemy will whisper to us to do something we know that would cause God to frown. Perhaps it’s a temptation to allow bitterness, revenge, anger, hatred, greed, or lust have its way. Don’t do it! Instead, “submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7 NKJV). Always look beyond the Father of Lies to your Father in heaven.


Father, help me always submit to your will first and resist the will of the devil.














JANUARY 4


It Forever Remains





Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written and forever remains written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and serve Him only.’”


MATTHEW 4:10, QUOTING DEUTERONOMY 6:13


The temptation in the wilderness was intense for forty days and forty nights. Satan had tempted Jesus in the area of his appetite by suggesting that he turn stones to bread. Then he tempted Jesus to take his own life, and finally the devil offered Jesus the world—if he would become a Satan worshipper. But you should never listen to the Father of Lies. Rather, listen to Scripture:


Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. (1 John 2:15–16 NKJV)


Whatever you do in this life, don’t be tempted to listen to the whispering of the devil. If we love this evil world, we are bowing to the god of this world—Satan.


Father, never let me be tempted to love this sinful world. Deliver me from evil.














JANUARY 5


Regret Past Sins





From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent [change your inner self—your old way of thinking, regret past sins, live your life in a way that proves repentance; seek God’s purpose for your life], for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”


MATTHEW 4:17


Some wrongly believe that repentance isn’t a turning from sin but a turning from unbelief to believing in Jesus. In other words, they think repentance has nothing to do with the sins of lying, stealing, greed, hatred, blasphemy, fornication, adultery, and idolatry. But the Scriptures make it clear that repentance is turning from sins (plural):




	Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19 KJV; this refers to “sins,” not to the “sin” of unbelief).


	“Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities” (Acts 3:26 KJV; “iniquities” is plural, not the singular sin of unbelief).


	“It behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins [plural] should be preached in his name among all nations” (Luke 24:46–47 KJV).





Father, help me always to follow the example of Jesus by preaching that sinners must turn from their sin.














JANUARY 6


He Didn’t Say That





He said to them, “Follow Me [as My disciples, accepting Me as your Master and Teacher and walking the same path of life that I walk], and I will make you fishers of men .”


MATTHEW


 Jesus could have said, “Follow me and you will see people miraculously healed. You will be eyewitnesses of the blind seeing and the deaf hearing. You will also see people raised from the dead—as well as seeing me walk on water and have the stormy wind and the sea obey me.” But he didn’t say that.


Instead he chose to state the ultimate reason for him being born. He had come to seek and save that which was lost. He came to fish for men, and if we are following him, that should be our number one priority. We mustn’t forget the reason that God gave his Holy Spirit to the church: to give us power to reach the lost. “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NKJV).


Father, never let fear or wrong priorities cause me to neglect the Great Commission.














JANUARY 7


I Am Rich





“Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired] are the poor in spirit [those devoid of spiritual arrogance, those who regard themselves as insignificant], for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever].”


MATTHEW 5:3


We are highly favored when we see ourselves in truth—that we are poor in spirit. We know that we can do nothing and are nothing without God. He gave us the very breath we breathe. But those are to be pitied who claim to be rich and in need of nothing, not knowing that they are “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17 NKJV). But that is the delusion of self-righteousness. Like the rich young ruler, who in essence proclaimed his own goodness, we need the law to humble us and expose our shame.


Such understanding causes us to thirst after the righteousness of God in Christ. Blessed are those who have the light of that understanding because that is our first step toward the cross. The law acts as a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24).


Father, it is the revelation of my sinful state that causes me to trust in grace alone and not in my works.














JANUARY 8


Sins Forgiven and Forgotten





“Blessed [forgiven, refreshed by God’s grace] are those who mourn [over their sins and repent], for they will be comforted [when the burden of sin is lifted].”


MATTHEW 5:4


Listen to Scripture address the careless sinner as he enjoys the pleasures of sin for a season:


Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. (James 4:8–9 NKJV)


The prodigal son had his season of laughter, but famine left him miserable as he sat alone in the pigsty. God’s law puts the careless, sin-embracing sinner alone in the pigsty, helping him to see that his appetites are unclean.


What a paradox that we mourn over sin but at the same time rejoice with joy unspeakable because God no longer sees those sins. The prodigal son no doubt never forgot the pigsty after he returned to enjoy his father’s kindness. He had a robe over his shoulders, a ring on his finger, and a fatted calf as evidence that all was forgiven and forgotten.


Father, I am ever thankful that my sins are forgiven and forgotten by you.














JANUARY 9


They Are Strong





“Blessed [inwardly peaceful, spiritually secure, worthy of respect] are the gentle [the kind-hearted, the sweet-spirited, the self-controlled], for they will inherit the earth.”


MATTHEW 5:5


The world considers the meek to be weak, like a tiny trembling mouse trapped helplessly in the corner of a large room. But the meek are strong because they trust in God (2 Corinthians 12:9–11). Their feet are fixed firmly upon the immutable promises of the God who cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18). Their meekness also rests in the knowledge that God is for them. Nothing makes them panic because they are spiritually secure on the Rock of Ages. And in that strength, they manifest the fruit of the Spirit. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22–23 NKJV).


Jesus said that he was both meek and lowly of heart (Matthew 11:29). That state was his strength, and it is our strength as we trust solely in him. “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31 NKJV).


Father, weak though I am, in you I am strong because you favor me in Christ.














JANUARY 10


The Water That Satisfies





“Blessed [joyful, nourished by God’s goodness] are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness [those who actively seek right standing with God], for they will be [completely] satisfied.”


MATTHEW 5:6


In John 4, the woman at the well came to draw water, not knowing who would be waiting for her. When she met Jesus, she was mystified that he, as a Jew, would talk to her, an outcast Samaritan, and ask her for a drink. It was then when Jesus spoke of the water that completely satisfies—the Water of Life.


The burning sun often causes human beings to thirst for water. And it is the heat of God’s law showing sinners their desperate state before a holy God that causes us to thirst for righteousness. Until we are confronted by our sin, we do not thirst for God or for righteousness. The Scriptures tell us that there is none who seek after God and that the only thing we thirst for is iniquity, which we drink in like water. That’s why the moral law is so important. That brings us the knowledge of sin and shows us that we desperately need God’s mercy.


Father, thank you so much for the law, which was a schoolmaster to bring me to Christ.














JANUARY 11


The Stealer of Contentment





“Blessed [content, sheltered by God’s promises] are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.”


MATTHEW 5:7


Nothing steals contentment like an unmerciful attitude. It’s the hidden eggshell in our omelet, and it shouldn’t be there for any Christian. If somebody sins against us and we don’t have a merciful attitude, what should be a molehill suddenly becomes a mountain that will cast a shadow over everything we do.


This world’s quest for happiness often ends in disillusionment because people miss the riches of contentment. They are in the continual pursuit of happiness, but we can be content with what we have because we have the promises of God today. There’s no need for any pursuit. These promises are more to be desired than gold—they are both precious and exceedingly great (1 Peter 1:4).


We are nothing more than forgiven wretched sinners, and because we know what we are, we should never allow an unmerciful attitude into our hearts. That’s why the merciful person is (as the original Greek language tells us) “blessed [content, sheltered by God’s promises].”


Father, I will be content with what I have because you said you’ll never leave nor forsake me.














JANUARY 12


Comfort in the Beatitudes





“Blessed [anticipating God’s presence, spiritually mature] are the pure in heart [those with integrity, moral courage, and godly character], for they will see God.”


MATTHEW 5:8


While the Christian (because of God’s grace) can take comfort from the Beatitudes, when we look at them outside of God’s mercy in Christ, they condemn us. The Scriptures ask:


Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD?


Or who may stand in His holy place?


He who has clean hands and a pure heart,


Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol,


Nor sworn deceitfully. (Psalm 24:3–4 NKJV)


Those who think they are going to heaven and will see God because they have a pure heart will be sorely disappointed. Even the best person among us isn’t pure of heart. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9 NKJV).


A person who believes he is pure in heart is one who has lifted up his soul to an idol. The popular image the world has of God is one of a bearded man in the sky—just one of many idolatrous conceptions of the infinite, almighty God. We can control and manipulate our idols. After all, we created them! But if we want to know the true God, we must move beyond our false beliefs about him and embrace what his Word teaches us about the great “I AM” (Exodus 3:14).


Father, help me to always see you as Holy Scripture portrays you.














JANUARY 13


Beautiful Feet





“Blessed [spiritually calm with life-joy in God’s favor] are the makers and maintainers of peace, for they will [express His character and] be called the sons of God.”


MATTHEW 5:9


The Bible speaks of different types of peace. It tells us about a peace that passes all understanding. This is the peace that is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. There is a peace that is the absence of noise, and there’s the type of peace that is the absence of war.


Christians are called to be peacemakers, and our aim is to bring about peace between man and God. “How shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!’” (Romans 10:15 NKJV). While we would commend those who want to stop noise or bring a halt to the tragedy of wars, heaven commends those who preach the gospel of peace. It even says that the lowliest (and arguably ugliest) parts of our body, our feet, are beautiful if we preach the gospel of peace.


Father, help me to be faithful to proclaim the good news of the gospel.














JANUARY 14


All Who Live Godly Shall Suffer





“Blessed [comforted by inner peace and God’s love] are those who are persecuted for doing that which is morally right, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever].”


MATTHEW 5:10


The sinful world resists God for the same reason darkness resists light—it exposes what is hidden and calls for change. Yet standing for God and his righteousness brings immense blessing.


The Bible assures us that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12 NKJV). But this is not a cause for despair; it is a badge of honor. When you side with God, you are his ambassador, shining his love and truth. The world may reject you, but heaven celebrates your faithfulness, and you are blessed because of it.


The apostles in Acts rejoiced in suffering for Christ. Stephen, as he was stoned, saw the heavens open. James, though struck down by the king’s sword, received his eternal reward. Paul endured beatings and trials but found joy in his mission, knowing his faithfulness glorified God.


To suffer for Christ is to be blessed, for it identifies you with his victory, his righteousness, and his eternal kingdom.


Father, help me always to rejoice in the midst of persecution.














JANUARY 15


Moral Courage





“Blessed [morally courageous and spiritually alive with life-joy in God’s goodness] are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil things against you because of [your association with] Me.”


MATTHEW 5:11


Do you remember what Peter did when he was accused of associating with Jesus? He denied knowing him an amazing three times, something he said he would never do. But that happened before the day of Pentecost—when he received the power to boldly proclaim the gospel (Acts 1:8).


Now you and I have no excuse to deny the Lord. We should never be ashamed to be associated with Jesus Christ, even if the whole world hates him. To be “blessed” in the original Greek means to be “morally courageous.” As witnesses of Christ, we can and must boldly stand for the cause of righteousness, as Peter so often did in the face of very real persecution in the book of Acts. “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13 NKJV).


Father, may I never forget the moral courage that drove Jesus to the cross.














JANUARY 16


Your Reward in Heaven Is Great





“Be glad and exceedingly joyful, for your reward in heaven is great [absolutely inexhaustible]; for in this same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”


MATTHEW 5:12


As we often find with our Christian walk, the words of Jesus from today’s Scripture passage seem to be contrary to common sense. He told us that when the world hates us and even tries to kill us, we should be glad and exceedingly joyful. For the world, it doesn’t make sense, but to us, it does because Jesus gave us the reason we should rejoice in the face of terrible persecution. He said that the same thing had happened to the godly who suffered persecution for the sake of righteousness. When we suffer for the cause of the gospel, we are standing arm and arm with Isaiah and Jeremiah and so many of the prophets of the Old Testament. What a privilege we have!


Listen to Scripture speak of these men and women. “They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy” (Hebrews 11:37–38 NKJV).


Father, thank you for the honor of standing with those whom you have honored in the past.














JANUARY 17


Good for Nothing





“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has lost its taste (purpose), how can it be made salty? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out and walked on by people


[when the walkways are wet and slippery].”


MATTHEW 5:13


At the time of Christ, salt was mainly used to preserve food. When Jesus referred to his disciples being the “salt of the earth,” it suggests that he meant for them to be preservatives in the world, preserving goodness, truth, moral integrity, and particularly the proclamation of the gospel. But here, it seems, we also have reference to the contemporary church. The church is supposed to have a very real influence in the world, but it has lost its purpose.


Ask the average person for the purpose of the church and they will probably say it exists for weddings and funerals. But we as the church should be more than that. We should be a lighthouse in the stormy darkness of life, steering perishing sinners to the safety of the Savior. When we stop doing that, we are good for nothing but to be thrown out by this world and despised because we have become distasteful.


Father, this day I pray that I will be an influence for good in this evil world.














JANUARY 18


Light of the World





“You are the light of [Christ to] the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.”


MATTHEW 5:14–15


Nobody appreciates light like someone who has known it and then becomes blind. We tend to take light for granted because we have it during the day and have access to it during the night. But without it, we would truly be in darkness. Yet Jesus isn’t speaking of physical light in Matthew 5 but rather the light that comes from him as the Light of the World. He told his disciples, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12 NKJV).


The moment we were born again and had Christ in our hearts, we had the light of life living within us. And Jesus said to let our light shine because that sort of light cannot be hidden. We can let our light shine through our good works or through the preaching of the gospel, which the Bible calls “the glorious light” (2 Corinthians 4:4 TLB).


Father, shine your glorious light through me today.














JANUARY 19


The Skeptic’s Mouth-Stopper





“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good deeds and moral excellence, and [recognize and honor and] glorify your Father who is in heaven.”


MATTHEW 5:16


When we drop money into the collection bag, we’re not to blow a trumpet (Matthew 6:2). Instead, we shouldn’t let our left hand know what our right hand is doing (v. 3). The gift is a secret between God and yourself. Jesus said that when you keep it a secret, he will reward you openly (v. 4). However, not so with our good works. Jesus said that we should let the world see these. Our good works show the lost that we genuinely love God and love people.


The Scriptures further tell us that by our doing good for others, we “put to silence the ignorance” of the foolish (1 Peter 2:15 NKJV). In other words, when they see that we’re rich in good works, they are also seeing “moral excellence.” The good Samaritan was displaying this moral excellence (Luke 10:25–37). One good deed can speak more to the heart of a skeptic than a thousand sermons. Therefore, we should keep our eyes peeled for opportunities to let that light shine.


Father, please give me opportunities to let my light shine before men.














JANUARY 20


A Satisfied Law





“Do not think that I came to do away with or undo the Law [of Moses] or the [writings of the] Prophets; I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”


MATTHEW 5:17


It’s interesting that Jesus said that his hearers were not to think that he was doing away with the law of Moses or the Prophets. The Bible tells us that the natural (carnal) mind of men is in a state of hostility toward God and specifically his law (Romans 8:7). They would, therefore, like nothing better than for the divine law to be done away with. They would like a society where no one is responsible to God for his actions or his thoughts.


We may as well try to get rid of the law of gravity than to get rid of the law of God. It is eternal, written in stone, and a manifestation of the character of God, which never changes. It’s always wrong to lie, steal, murder, commit adultery, and so on, and it is an understanding of the spiritual nature of the law that brings the knowledge of sin. This pushes us toward the mercy of God (Galatians 3:24).


Father, help me to warn the world of your unchanging and holy nature.














JANUARY 21


It Is Finished!





“For I assure you and most solemnly say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke [of the pen] will pass from the Law until all things [which it foreshadows] are accomplished.”


MATTHEW 5:18


When Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished,” he was not only saying that our redemption was accomplished because the law was satisfied with a sacrifice, but he was also saying that the law’s sacrificial system was no longer necessary. This was because the ultimate sacrifice had been provided by the perfect Lamb of God. All those sacrifices of the Old Testament were just a shadow of the reality of the cross.


The Bible puts it this way: “For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect” (Hebrews 10:1 NKJV). The apostle Paul said that before we came to faith in Jesus, “we were kept under guard by the law” (Galatians 3:23 NKJV), awaiting the liberation of the gospel—when Jesus released us from its curse. Through him we are no longer condemned. We have been set free!


Father, thank you for the wonderful liberty that we have in the glorious gospel.














JANUARY 22


A Strange Verse





“Whoever breaks one of the least [important] of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least [important] in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever practices and teaches them, he will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”


MATTHEW 5:19


Perhaps the greatest truth of the Christian faith is that we’re saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves (Ephesians 2:8–9). Our salvation has nothing to do with keeping God’s law. The law was rather a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24). And even though the law remains—and it is greatly appreciated because it gave us the knowledge of sin—we’re saved by grace alone. And so we strive to obey God, not to be justified but out of gratitude to God for his mercy in Christ.


What is important about this verse is that it tells us that we can use God’s law to teach sinners. After David cried out for mercy for his transgressions, he said, “Then will I teach transgressors thy ways” (Psalm 51:13 KJV). And the way we teach sinners is by using the law as a schoolmaster. That’s what schoolmasters do. They give us knowledge.


Father, teach me to teach sinners in the way.














JANUARY 23


Our Moral Essence





“I say to you that unless your righteousness (uprightness, moral essence) is more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”


MATTHEW 5:20


Today’s Scripture verse is a devastating statement to those who are trying to earn their way to heaven. The scribes and the Pharisees displayed a perfect righteousness. Jesus said that they were clean on the outside, but on the inside they were filthy. Most of us can give the impression that we are morally good—on the outside. However, God requires truth in the inward parts. “Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts” (Psalm 51:6 NKJV). He requires purity of thought. Anything short of that incurs his just wrath.


Jesus told his hearers that they would never enter the kingdom of heaven unless they obtained a perfect righteousness (Matthew 5:48). Self-righteousness is a dead end. It does not and cannot lead anywhere—except to hell. Thank God that Jesus intervened through the cross so that instead of trying to earn heaven by means of our own righteous deeds, it comes by the gift of perfect righteousness. Such is the kindness of God.


Father, may I never trust in my own righteousness, which is like filthy rags in your sight.














JANUARY 24


But I Say to You





“You have heard that it was said to the men of old, ‘You shall not murder,’ and ‘Whoever murders shall be guilty before the court.’ But I say to you that everyone who continues to be angry with his brother or harbors malice against him shall be guilty before the court; and whoever speaks [contemptuously and insultingly] to his brother, ‘Raca (you empty-headed idiot)!’ shall be guilty before the supreme court (Sanhedrin); and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of the fiery hell.”


MATTHEW 5:21–22


The Bible tells us that the Messiah would “magnify the law, and make it honourable” (Isaiah 42:21 KJV). And that’s what we see happening in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to the men of old…but I say to you,” and then he gave us the spiritual nature of the law. In doing so, he showed us how it is impossible to reach heaven by our own works.


Just saying angry words to another person is deadly. Who of us has never felt murder in his heart on a freeway or when someone crosses us at our workplace? This is why we constantly need the mercy of the cross.


Father, may your love in me today keep my heart free from sin.














JANUARY 25


Then Present Your Offering





“If you are presenting your offering at the altar, and while there you remember that your brother has something [such as a grievance or legitimate complaint] against you, leave your offering there at the altar and go. First make peace with your brother, and then come and present your offering.”


MATTHEW 5:23–24


In the Old Testament, the children of Israel would bring offerings to the Lord. We are reminded of these offerings when we see that Mary and Joseph only had two turtle doves (Luke 2:24), but as Christians, we were not told to bring an offering. God doesn’t want what we have; he wants what we are. This is why the apostle Paul says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1 NKJV).


And it is a reasonable service to give back to God what he’s so graciously given to us—our very lives. It is vital to take the spirit of what Jesus is saying, making sure that we don’t harbor any resentment or bitterness toward another person when we offer ourselves.


Father, I present myself this day as a living sacrifice to you.














JANUARY 26


Going to Court





“Come to terms quickly [at the earliest opportunity] with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way [to court], so that your opponent does not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you are thrown into prison.”


MATTHEW 5:25


There are times when we should take people to court. Recently, a blind woman was sharing the gospel in a park when the local city had her arrested for violating their ordinances. While her arrest for evangelizing may be permitted or even expected in other countries, that’s not so in the United States, where the First Amendment of the Constitution protects the right to freedom of speech. So the woman’s lawyers took the city authorities to court, and she won her case.


However, as Christians, we should try to go to court only as a very last resort. This is because the only ones who really win in most cases are the lawyers. They usually make money no matter what the outcome. Therefore, it’s best to take any grievances directly to the Judge of the universe and let him preside over the case. This is what Jesus did (1 Peter 2:23).


Father, I cast all my cares upon you because you judge righteously and you care for me.














JANUARY 27


Woe Is Me, I’m Undone





“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who [so much as] looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”


MATTHEW 5:27–28


Today’s verses bring me very sweet memories. Way back on April 25, 1972, I read the words from Matthew in a friend’s Bible and took consolation with the first verse. I thought to myself, If there’s a heaven, I’ll probably make it there because I’ve never committed adultery. But then I read the next verse, and my mind screamed, Oh no, God sees my thought life! And it was the knowledge that I had sinned against God in such a terrible way that made me not only hunger and thirst for a right standing with God but also appreciate what Jesus did on the cross.


Look at what Scripture says fills the wicked human heart: “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19 NKJV). Such words should send us minute by minute to the shelter of the glorious cross where we find adequate grace and mercy.


Father, thank you for your everlasting mercy.














JANUARY 28


Pluck It Out





“If your right eye makes you stumble and leads you to sin, tear it out and throw it away [that is, remove yourself from the source of temptation]; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”


MATTHEW 5:29


Today’s frightening and sobering verse shows us the deadly serious nature of sin. While a godless world mocks the thought of sin and makes jokes about it, death is a good reason to take seriously that God means what he says. The soul that sins shall die. It pays deadly wages: “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23 NKJV).


Jesus said that sin is so serious that if our eye causes us to sin, we should pluck it out and cast it from us. He wasn’t saying to do that physically but rather to remove yourself from the source of temptation. Run from sin. That’s what Joseph did when Potiphar’s wife tempted him to sin (Genesis 39:12), and it’s what King David should have done when sexual temptation presented itself to him.


Father, please help me to fear my own heart and its overwhelming propensity to sin.














JANUARY 29


The Sanctity of Marriage





“I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except on grounds of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who has been divorced commits adultery.”


MATTHEW 5:32


No wonder the religious leaders hated Jesus so much. And after more than two thousand years, Jesus is still hated with a passion because of what he said. The world hates him because he testifies of their evil deeds (John 7:7). He is the only human being to ever have his name used as a cuss word. God gave him the name above every name; “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (Philippians 2:9–10 NKJV). But wicked humanity uses his name to express filth.


Jesus didn’t compromise. Tradition said that if a married man desired another woman, all he had to do was to write a bill of divorce and the marriage was nullified. “Not so,” said Jesus. The bill of divorce meant nothing. They were still married. The only grounds given for divorce were if one of the spouses was unfaithful. Marriage vows, Jesus taught, were binding.


Father, may I be like Jesus today and refuse to compromise.














JANUARY 30


Just Say Yes





“Again, you have heard that it was said to the men of old, ‘You shall not make false vows, but you shall fulfill your vows to the Lord [as a religious duty].’”


MATTHEW 5:33


Jesus went on to say not to swear at all: “neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King” (vv. 34–35). Then he said, “Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one” (vv. 36–37 NKJV).


Be suspicious of a person who makes a promise. This is because the promise reveals that their word is not enough. They have to back it up with an oath. “Above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No,’ lest you fall into judgment” (James 5:12 NKJV). If we say we will do something, we need to just do it. Nothing more is required.


Father, help me to be someone who always keeps their word.














JANUARY 31


Maintain Your Dignity





“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth [punishment that fits the offense].’ But I say to you, do not resist an evil person [who insults you or violates your rights].”


MATTHEW 5:38–39


After today’s words, Jesus then went on to say, “Whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also” (Matthew 5:39 NKJV). We are to turn the other cheek—simply ignore insignificant insults or trivial losses.


This verse is so often misquoted by the world. They think that when the Bible says “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” (v. 38), it is saying we should take revenge ourselves. But Jesus was saying something different: he was saying that if somebody steals your car, they should give back your car or the equivalent, nothing more. It is restitution rather than retribution. And if somebody resorts to violence because they lack self-control, you and I shouldn’t stoop to do the same. Look at the Greek meaning of what Jesus says we should do: “Simply ignore insignificant insults or trivial losses and do not bother to retaliate—maintain your dignity, your self-respect, your poise” (v. 39). It’s not that we are weak and don’t want to retaliate. It’s that we live by a higher law. The law of love.


Father, this day, may I imitate Jesus and love my enemies.
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