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Introduction



“Bored woman crochets dozens of bizarre hats for her dogs.”


—The actual headline from my very first interview . . .
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The muses who started it all, Ivy (left) and Sookie (right), always spreading joy and showing that all dogs are good dogs!




When I first read this headline, I was mortified, but it wasn’t exactly untrue. I started my crochet journey in March of 2018 after we kept having power outages that stretched on for days at a time. I needed something to do (one could say I was a “bored woman”), so I thought I’d try my hand at crocheting. I purchased a few crochet books and some basic supplies, and for the next few weeks, that’s all I did. I really enjoyed it, and it was rewarding to see the projects come together. As with every beginner, my initial work was rough, but I admired it just the same, thinking, “Hey, I made that!”


I was already sharing Sookie and Ivy’s adventures on social media, and now that I knew I loved crochet, I decided to start making them cute hats and snoods. The only problem with that? There were virtually no dog hat patterns available! I knew I had to take my limited crochet experience and put it to work. It took a lot of trial and error and countless hours of frogging (unraveling mistakes), but I MacGyvered a few basic hat designs and figured out how to bring my ideas to life.


It was when I made carrot hats for Easter 2021, our shared crochet journey on social media really took off. I followed the carrot hats with the broccoli hats, and then it all spiraled out of control. My casual hobby turned into something far bigger than myself, and I sit here years later with a house full of yarn, cabinets overflowing with crafting supplies, and hundreds of dog hats. My only regret is that I didn’t start crocheting sooner!


I never could have imagined that life would lead me down this particular road, and I certainly never planned on becoming the “crazy dog-hat lady.” I am, however, delighted this path found me, and I’m excited to help you become a “crazy dog-hat person,” too! In this book, I’m going to walk you through everything you need to know to get started, including a deep dive into the materials and tools used and step-by-step explanations of the stitches, techniques, and assembly instructions. I’ve broken the patterns down into four sections, so you can work through traditional hat styles, fruit and veggie favorites, hilarious animal costumes, and party hats and accessories for special occasions. Finally, I’m including tips you can use to take your own stylish photos while creating great memories with your favorite furry friends.
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Enzo, the new little brother of the family, was excited to join in the fun. He’s added his own special magic to the party.




While my crochet work is definitely silly, unserious, and (to some) maybe even “bizarre,” I take a lot of pride in the whimsical little world we have created. Our ultimate goal is to spread happiness and offer a soft landing place for anyone in need of a smile. Our secondary goal, and something Sookie and Ivy excelled at so beautifully, is to show that all dogs are good dogs, regardless of their breed or appearance. I am forever indebted not only to Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo (and their incredibly supportive papa) for tolerating my antics, but also to the millions of people who have followed and encouraged our peculiar journey. Our story is a testament to following your dreams and embracing the small things. Not everything in life has to be serious in order to be meaningful!


The collection of hats featured in this book are some of my favorites, and it is an honor to share these creations with you. To me, they’re not just hats, they are precious memories captured in time with a crochet hook and some yarn. I encourage you to get creative, take your time, and build off these patterns to make your own whimsy. Our time with our furry family members is never long enough, and every memory is a blessing, even if it just involves a silly hat.


I can’t wait for your unsuspecting pets to join in Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo’s legacy of “sit, stay, and cro-slay.”


—Jani Oja





Meet the Models: Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo
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Ivy and Sookie made a great team!
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This is sweet Sookie on the first day I met her—adoption day! We were meant to be.




This book features my beautiful rescue dogs, Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo, who are and always have been my inspiration for crocheting. At the time of writing, Sookie is 14 years old, Enzo is 1 year old, and Ivy is our guardian angel, having gained her wings on August 6th, 2024, at the age of 11.


The legacy began on October 18th, 2011, when, on a whim, I skipped my 3:30pm college statistics class and went to the animal shelter—I walked out with Sookie, an American Staffordshire terrier. She was an eight-month-old owner surrender (formerly known as “China”) and only spent one day at the SPCA, luckily the one day I decided to go in! I was young and had no idea what I was doing, but she was right there with me helping me grow! Because of her, I am who I am today, and she is the reason I became an advocate for animal rescue and adoption. We were a duo for two years until Ivy came along one fateful day in fall of 2013.


I met and adopted Ivy, an American Staffordshire terrier, on September 3, 2013, three days after seeing her photo on the Orange County Animal Services website. She was an unnamed six- to ten-month-old stray who’d been found near the Orlando airport trying to get into houses. When she was found, she weighed only 14-pounds. She had an embedded collar, an upper respiratory infection, and a skin infection. Due to her condition, she was in isolation at animal services. When I first went to see her, I walked through the dog kennels, and I couldn’t find her. I almost left thinking she had been adopted. Thankfully I asked a shelter staff member if she was still there, and I received an escort to her isolation kennel. The second I met her, this little personality, I knew she was meant to join our family. She officially came home three days later after being spayed, busting out of the shelter one day before her scheduled euthanasia. She gained three pounds a week for the first month I had her, and quickly transformed into the happy and rambunctious girl we knew and loved.
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Ivy’s kennel card photo, the first photo of her I saw, shows just how underweight she was!
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Ivy flourished once we brought her home.
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Sookie and Ivy were besties from the very start.




Sookie and Ivy got along from the very beginning, and they became iconic best friends whose journey together lasted over a decade. I do not know much about Ivy’s life before we found her, but she only knew love from that day forward. Our chapter with Ivy ended unexpectedly and abruptly, and we miss her more than words can express. The memories we made will stay with me forever, not only in my heart but in the photos and videos I captured, many of which were paired with our made-with-love crocheted creations. After Ivy passed, Sookie stopped eating, and I was worried I was going to lose her, too. Her health rapidly declined, and, even though my heart was not ready, Sookie’s papa and I knew she needed a friend. At almost 14, I had to put her needs before my own. That brings us to our current chapter, the one we share with Enzo.
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This is the first photo I saw of Enzo on Petfinder, and I just knew he was meant to join our family.
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Baby Enzo started to fit in right away.




Enzo, a stray Siberian husky, American pit bull terrier, and German shepherd mix found in a trailer park in Texas, joined our family in September 2024, when he was five months old. I had started browsing Petfinder in late August and landed on Enzo’s listing (he was formerly known as “Topaz”). I had that gut feeling that he was meant to be ours, a feeling I have only had twice before (with Sookie and Ivy). I reached out to the rescue, Dizzy Dog Animal Rescue, and started the adoption process after having seen only a couple of pictures. His official adoption date coincidentally landed on Ivy’s 11th adoption anniversary (Tuesday, September 3)—and it fell on the same day of the week. It felt “Ivy-approved.” He was transported to us a few days later. I was so nervous, but Sookie’s appetite returned that same day. Over the following months, her health improved, and she became herself again. A week after we got him, I found a scar on his hip the same exact size as the scar Ivy had on her neck from the embedded collar, making it feel as if she left her “mark” on him. I firmly believe Enzo was heaven-sent by our sunshine girl, Ivy, to help Sookie and our family survive the heartbreak her departure left behind.
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When Ivy was found, her collar was embedded in her skin. Enzo has a scar on his hip that looks similar—adding to my belief that she sent him to help us survive her absence.
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Enzo and Sookie got along perfectly from the get-go, and they have so much fun keeping the Sookie and Ivy cro-slay legacy alive.




Sookie and Enzo now carry on the legacy of Sookie and Ivy, and while these chapters are not the same, they are uniquely wonderful in their own ways. Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo hold the biggest pieces of my heart, and I believe all three found their way to me for a reason. Their crochet adventures as highlighted on social media and throughout this book are a small part of their overall lives, but it is a part I hold onto dearly. The legacy of “sit, stay, and cro-slay” is one that will continue with all the furry family members sent our way, in honor of our original duo, Sookie and Ivy.







A Gallery of Crochet Shenanigans






The twenty projects included in this book are some of our most popular designs and are the ones that are most accessible for new crochet artists. Sookie, Ivy, and Enzo’s full hat collection, however, spans over 100 unique sets. Here are some more of my favorite pieces from our crochet adventures!
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I love these mushroom gorls so “mush”!
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The fairy gorls is my most cherished set!
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The Golden Gorls was one of my favorite projects, paired with a crocheted replica of Sophia Petrillo’s purse!
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The girls are the pot of gold at the end of my rainbow!
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Sookie and Ivy went together like peas and carrots!
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The girls were always very fashion-forward. Bucket hats are so in!
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Sookie makes the perfect Little Red Riding Hood for Enzo’s “Grandma.”




[image: ]


For Sookie’s Gotcha Day in 2024, we had a dapper sunflower lunch to celebrate!
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Ivy and Sookie look udder-ly adorable as highland cows!
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These pilgrims are ready for Thanksgiving dinner!
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These strawberries are berry cute!
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This reindeer hat is so en-deer-ing and is one of my favorite holiday looks!
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These silly hot dogs were a fan-favorite.
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These Queen Bees made our home a happy hive!
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I made these dragon hat and wing sets to celebrate the Chinese New Year in February 2024 (the beginning of the Year of the Dragon).
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Just a couple of Barbie® girls living it up in their Barbie world!
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I love this set on the girls almost as much as they loved eating fried eggs!







Materials and Tools



This section includes everything you need to complete the projects in this book, including traditional crochet supplies and a variety of materials and helpful tools. Some of these items are not strictly necessary, but they are helpful in achieving the final look of the projects as photographed.
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In addition to traditional crochet supplies, my hat-making craft corner includes a variety of other craft supplies that create structure and add embellishments.




Yarns— Yarns are available in many shapes and sizes and are made from various natural and synthetic materials. The most common shape available in big box stores is the skein, which is yarn wound in an oval shape. Yarns are also available as balls (yarn wound into a ball shape), hanks (yarn wound into a loose ring that is then twisted), and cakes (yarn wound into a “cake” shape, with a flat top and bottom.


The size of the yarn thread is referred to as weight. This is numbered from 1 to 7 on a standard yarn label (see the chart on page 17). The most commonly used yarn weights in this book are 4 (worsted), 5 (bulky), and 6 (super bulky). A couple patterns also call for weight 3 (DK). Note that not all yarns of the same weight will be exactly the same size.


Yarns are made from natural materials, such as wool and cotton, and synthetic materials, such as acrylic and polyester. Many yarns are blends of both natural and synthetic material. When choosing yarns of varying weights and colors for the projects in this book, I’ve selected yarns with similar fiber types to create cohesive final looks.


Most of the patterns in this book can be completed with one skein of each noted color as long as the skein contains an equal or greater amount of yardage to what I used for the photographed projects. Larger sizes for dogs with head circumferences over 18" (45.7cm) may need two or more skeins. The exact yarn measurements will vary. I prefer to use cotton yarns for projects worked with worsted weight, and acrylic or wool blends for projects worked with bulky and super bulky weights. I frequently use the following yarns in the photographed projects:


• Premier® Cotton Sprout™ Worsted—worsted, 3.5 oz (100g), 180 yds (165m)


• Charisma® Yarn by Loops & Threads®—bulky, 3.5 oz (100g), 109 yds (100m)


• Lion Brand® Yarn Wool-Ease® Thick & Quick® Yarn—super bulky, 6 oz (170g), 106 yds (97m)
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Different yarn weights will result in different hat sizes. Shown left to right are super bulky, bulky, and worsted weight yarns.




Crochet hooks—Each project includes suggested hook sizes that are based on the sizes I used with the listed yarns to make the photographed projects. Depending on your tension (how tight or loose your stitches are—my stitches are usually tighter) and the yarns you use, you may need to size up or down for the hook you use. The most commonly suggested hook sizes throughout this book are sizes 7 (4.5mm), K/10½(6.5mm), and L/11 (8mm), but many other sizes are available (see the chart to the right). I prefer hooks with ergonomic handles and a flatter shape to minimize hand discomfort. My favorite style of hook is Clover’s Amour crochet hooks, which are aluminum with ergonomic handles. If you prefer to crochet with wooden or plastic hooks, or would rather hold standard crochet hooks without handles, use those! Stitch markers—Most projects and added elements are completed in continuous rounds, and you’ll use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round. You can also use a scrap piece of yarn in a contrasting color in lieu of a stitch marker (I prefer this alternative when working in the round since it allows me to keep track of the first stitch of each round). No matter the method you use, marking your stitches is essential.
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	Crochet Hook Sizes







	US Hook Symbol


	Millimeter Size







	B/1


	2–2.25 mm







	–


	2.5 mm







	C/2


	2.75 mm







	D/3


	3.25 mm







	E/4


	3.5 mm







	F/5


	3.75 mm







	G/6


	4–4.25 mm







	7


	4.5 mm







	H/8


	5 mm







	I/9


	5.5 mm







	J/10


	6 mm







	K/10 ½


	6.5 mm







	–


	7 mm







	L/11


	8 mm







	M/13


	9 mm







	N/15


	10 mm







	P/16


	12 mm







	Q


	15 mm







	S


	20 mm








Tapestry needle—You’ll need a standard blunt-tipped tapestry needle for weaving in yarn ends and sewing pieces together. You’ll also need a tapestry needle with a sharp point for several projects to secure stiffened felt. Scissors—Scissors are used to trim yarn after fastening off and to cut other materials. Sharp fabric scissors are the best choice.


Fabric measuring tape/ruler—You’ll need a fabric measuring tape to take dog head measurements. You can use a standard ruler for most other pattern measurements.


Wire—Several patterns use bendable wire to achieve a specific shape or structure. I use 2mm aluminum wire. Projects that include wire structural elements should always be checked before each use to ensure that the ends are secure and don’t pose a poking hazard to the model.
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These are the basic items you’ll need for any crochet project, including the hats in this book.




Wire Cutters—Wire cutters are the best tool for safely and cleanly cutting wire.


Embroidery floss—Embroidery floss is used in several projects to secure hat elements.


Glue—Glue is used to secure floral embellishments and other design elements to the hats. My go-to is clear craft glue (I prefer Aleene’s Tacky Glue), and I use a hot glue gun if the project requires an instant bond.


Fine-grit sandpaper—Sand all cut wire ends with fine-grit sandpaper to remove any sharp bits. This will prevent the wire from snagging yarn while you’re securing it in place, and it acts as a safety measure for your model.
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