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Foreword



These poems are presented in the order of the tarot major arcana which inspired them, starting with the Fool. I chose to use strength as arcanum 8, and justice as arcanum 11, some decks have them the other way around.


I own the decks I used to generate some of these poems, physically, so could sit shuffling through deck after deck, staring and comparing. There is no specific rhyme or reason to my Tarot deck collection. Many were gifts. Where a poem was inspired by a card from a specific deck, you can find specific artwork that inspired me at https://pin.it/4ZxYbzf. Where there is no link, either there was no specific card or deck, or that card was from the ‘standard’ Rider-Waite-Smith deck (such as The Empress).


Most of these poems riff on the ideas behind the major arcana, rather than on the arcana themselves. Some of them, like The Girl with the Raven Mask, however, are ekphrastic as well.


I’d like to thank Wendy Pratt, Gill Lambert, Mark Connors and Sarah L. Dixon, at whose workshops some of these poems took shape. Jo Bell, too, with her November lockdown prompts, aided the creation of a few poems here. Also the Back Room Poets, and both Oxford Stanza groups, who gave and always give me good constructive criticism. Sara Uckelman and Diana Probst were my readers.


Lastly, thanks to Cherry Potts, editor extraordinaire.


Jennifer A. McGowan


Oxford, January 2022





Prologue




The Real World


Traffic no matter the season,


metal sins pressing rubber


into the muted earth.





Fool on the Mountain



Never a woman, hardly a man,


you are the jester, a butterfly
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