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  About Charles Spurgeon





  




  

    Charles Haddon Spurgeon (19 June 1834 - 31 January 1892) was an English Particular Baptist preacher. Spurgeon remains highly influential among Christians of various denominations, among whom he is known as the "Prince of Preachers". He was a strong figure in the Reformed Baptist tradition, defending the Church in agreement with the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith understanding, and opposing the liberal and pragmatic theological tendencies in the Church of his day.

  




  

    


  




  

    Spurgeon was pastor of the congregation of the New Park Street Chapel (later the Metropolitan Tabernacle) in London for 38 years. He was part of several controversies with the Baptist Union of Great Britain and later he left the denomination over doctrinal convictions.3 In 1867, he started a charity organisation which is now called Spurgeon's and works globally. He also founded Spurgeon's College, which was named after him posthumously.

  




  

    


  




  

    Spurgeon authored many types of works including sermons, one autobiography, commentaries, books on prayer, devotionals, magazines, poetry, hymns, and more. Many sermons were transcribed as he spoke and were translated into many languages during his lifetime. He is said to have produced powerful sermons of penetrating thought and precise exposition. His oratory skills are said to have held his listeners spellbound in the Metropolitan Tabernacle and many Christians hold his writings in exceptionally high regard among devotional literature.  

  




  

    


  




  BANDS OF LOVE




  





  “I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of Love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.” Hosea 11:4.




  God, by the mouth of His Prophet, is here expostulating with His people for their ungrateful rebellion against Him; He had not treated them in a harsh, tyrannical, overbearing manner, else there might have been some excuse for their revolt; but His rule had always been gentle, tender, and full of pity; therefore, for them to disobey Him was the very height of wanton wickedness. The Lord had never made His people to suffer hard bondage in mortar and in brick as Pharaoh did, yet we do not find that they raised an insurrection against the Egyptian tyrant; they gave their backs to the burdens, and they bore the lash of the taskmaster without turning upon the hands which oppressed them.




  But when the Lord was gracious to them, and delivered them out of the house of bondage, they murmured in the wilderness, and were justly called by Moses, “rebels.” They had no such burdens to bear under the government of God as those which loaded the nations under their kings, and yet they willfully determined to have a king for themselves. No taxes were squeezed from them, no servile service was demanded at their hands; their thank offerings and sacrifices were not ordained upon a scale of oppression; their liberty was all but boundless, their lives were spent in peace and happiness, every man under his own vine and fig tree, none making them afraid; yet, since other nations bowed before the rule of despotic kings, these foolish people were not content till they had raised up between them and the Divine Government a ruler who would take their daughters to be confectioners in his kitchen, and their sons to be servants in his court!




  God bore with their ill manners, and gave them a king in His Anger; and then, even under the reign of kings, how graciously the Lord their God treated them! If it was necessary for their punishment to give them up for a while to foreign dominion, how He soon took away the affliction when they cried unto Him! Though they were chastised, yet:




  “His strokes were fewer than their crimes, And lighter than their guilt.”




  The whole dealings of Jehovah with His people Israel were full of matchless tenderness. As a nursing mother with her child, so did God deal gently with His people. Yet, hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! The Lord has nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Him! Did a nation ever cast away her gods, even though they were not gods? Were not the heathen faithful to their idols? But Israel was bent on backsliding, her heart was set upon idolatry, and the God of her fathers was disregarded! Jehovah was despised, and His gentle reign and government she set herself to destroy! This was the complaint against Israel of old. 
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