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         ~ CHAPTER 5: THE OVERALL ASSESSMENT ~

         
             

         

         5.2 The soldiers of Support Company who went into the Bogside did so as the result of an order by Colonel Wilford, which should not have been given …

         
             

         

         5.4 … (The) soldiers reacted by losing their self-control and firing themselves, forgetting or ignoring their instructions and training and failing to satisfy themselves that they had identified targets posing a threat or causing death or serious injury… Our overall conclusion is that there was a serious and widespread loss of fire discipline among the soldiers of Support Company.

         58. THE BLOODY SUNDAY INQUIRY
Principal Conclusions and Overall Assessment


         5.5 The firing by soldiers of 1 PARA on Bloody Sunday caused the deaths of 13 people and injury to a similar number, none of whom was posing a threat of causing death or serious injury.
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               I went with Anger at my heel

               Through Bogside of the bitter zeal

               – Jesus pity! – on a day of cold and drizzle and decay.

               A month had passed. Yet there remained

               A murder smell that stung and stained.

               On flats and alleys – over all –

               It hung; on battered roof and wall,

               On wreck and rubbish scattered thick,

               On sullen steps and pitted brick.

               And when I came where thirteen died

               It shrivelled up my heart. I sighed

               And looked about that brutal place

               Of rage and terror and disgrace.

               Then my moistened lips grew dry.

               I had heard an answering sigh!

               There in a ghostly pool of blood

               A crumpled phantom hugged the mud:

               ‘Once there lived a hooligan.

               A pig came up, and away he ran.

               Here lies one in blood and bones,

               Who lost his life for throwing stones.’

               More voices rose. I turned and saw

               Three corpses forming, red and raw,

               From dirt and stone. Each upturned face

               Stared unseeing from its place:
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