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Skull: Moderately rounded, with a slight but definite stop. Length from occiput to stop about the same as length of muzzle.






 




Neck: Well proportioned, strong and long enough to permit the head to be carried high and with dignity.






 




Muzzle: Long, straight and fine, with slight chiseling under the eyes.


 




Teeth: White, strong and with a scissors bite.


 




Feet: Rather small, oval in shape with toes well arched and cushioned on thick firm pads. The feet turn neither in nor out.






 




Eyes: Very dark, oval in shape and set far enough apart and positioned to create an alert intelligent expression.






 




Ears: Hanging close to the head, set at or slightly below eye level. The ear leather is long, wide and thickly feathered.






 




Forequarters: Strong, smoothly muscled shoulders. The shoulder blade is well laid back and approximately the same length as the upper foreleg. When viewed from the side the elbow is directly below the highest point of the shoulder.
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Physical Characteristics of the Poodle


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)



 




Tail: Straight, set on high and carried up, docked of sufficient length to insure a balanced outline.






 




Body: Chest deep and moderately wide with well sprung ribs; loin is short, broad and muscular.






 




Topline: Level, neither sloping nor roached, from the highest point of the shoulder blade to the base of the tail, with the exception of a slight hollow just behind the shoulder.






 




Hindquarters: Angulation balances that of the forequarters. Muscular with width in the region of the stifles, which are well bent.






 




Size: The Standard Poodle (shown) is over 15 inches at the highest point of the shoulders. The Miniature Poodle is 15 inches or under with a minimum height in excess of 10 inches. The Toy Poodle is 10 inches or under.






 




Coat: Curly: of naturally harsh texture, dense throughout; or Corded: hanging in tight even cords of varying length; longer on mane or body coat, head, and ears; shorter on puffs, bracelets, and pompons.














Germany is credited as being one of the breed’s countries of origin, where Poodles were bred as water retrievers. Pictured here are Poodles in Germany at the turn of the 20th century, before entering a Berlin dog show.
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HISTORY OF THE POODLE
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Understanding the history of a breed allows us to better appreciate the various qualities of the breed and gives us a guideline by which we can judge the potential for companionship of an individual within that breed. While the Poodle is a purebred dog that is infinitely familiar to most people, let us examine the ancestry of the Poodle to learn more about this most intelligent and affectionate of all canines.







ORIGIN OF THE BREED 


In the Middle Ages, from as far back as the 12th to the 15th century, Poodle-like dogs appeared in art and on carvings, coins and Roman tombs. This ancient breed has always displayed a unique style of coat, whether it was corded (hanging to the ground in long twists of hair) or curly and wiry (lending itself to hand-scissoring in a variety of patterned trims).


In modern times, three countries emerge as the original homes of the Poodle: Germany, Russia and France. All three countries presented their versions of the Poodle; each was designed for specific purposes. For example, the German Poodles were referred to as Pudel dogs.


 






Eng. Ch. Gondolette, bred by Miss H. C. Throwgood in 1924, was the daughter of two famous dogs of the time, Eng. Ch. Ambrette and Eng. Ch. Cadeau.
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These dogs were heavy-boned and bred to retrieve fallen game, such as ducks, from the water—hence the name Pudel, which means “to splash in water.”


The Russian Poodle was taller and more refined than its German cousin, thus lending itself to the role of companion dog. French Poodles were adored by the fashion world because their curly, woolly coats were ideal for elaborate grooming and styling. Their loving devotion to their owners also earned them high ratings.


 






For centuries, the Poodle has been considered the height of fashion. Note that these Miniatures have bows on their topknots as well as around their wrists.
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When the Miniature Poodle eventually emerged in all three countries, it proved ideal as a circus dog. Owing to its intelligence and willingness to please, the Miniature Poodle was easy to train, appealing to audiences and easy to manage as the troupes moved from town to town.


Poodles were so popular in Europe that the famous Spanish painter Francisco de Goya rendered them in the 1700s. In fact, King Louis XVI of France commissioned Goya to create a portrait of a Poodle beloved by his wife, Marie Antoinette. Even before that, Albrecht Durer, a German artist, portrayed Poodles in his 15th-century paintings.


Many breed historians purport that, as far back as the first century, the Poodle was created by blending the white Maltese dog and the Spanish dog known as the Spaniel. Certainly both of these breeds could have contributed their friendly personalities to the Poodle’s gene pool. Additionally, the Spaniel’s love for water and its retrieving traits may be responsible for the Poodle’s ability to retrieve fallen ducks from the water.


Regardless of their country of origin, Poodles have been and continue to be excellent retrievers. They love to carry things in their mouths and are easily trained to retrieve fallen game for hunters as well as toys and other objects for pet owners. In addition, their love of water and swimming makes them desirable as family companions in today’s world. Boat owners and beach-goers alike find their Poodles eager to accompany them for sport and fun. Many Poodles even love to walk in the rain.


Until the 16th century, Poodles were large dogs known as Standards. They needed to be large, strong dogs, capable of retrieving fallen game, because they were primarily hunters’ dogs. This work, however, created one serious problem. Since hunting back in the early times was for food rather than for sport, men in the Middle Ages needed a dog that would bring in game wherever it fell. However, when the game fell over the water, the heavily coated Poodle would often drown while attempting to retrieve the fallen bird. The Poodle’s thick coat would soak up so much water that the dog could not stay afloat due to the weight of the water.


 






Eng. Ch. Barbet Chita was counted among Mrs. Crimmins’ noted Miniature Poodles. Poodles bred under Mrs. Crimmins’ Barbet prefix were some of the best of the time.
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In Vienna, 1929, the Poodle, more especially the white Miniature variety, was considered among the most fashionable of companion dogs.
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Hunters solved this problem by cutting off all unnecessary hair on the dog. Hair on the feet, face, tail and hindquarters was not needed, so it was trimmed away. Hair over the chest and around the lung and kidney areas was left to protect the dog from the frigid waters. Thus was born the art of Poodle grooming, and this tradition remains mandatory for Poodles in the show ring today. The modern misconception that Poodle hairstyles make the dogs look overly feminine is rightly dispelled when one understands that cutting away the hair not needed for protection was necessary to make the dog more utilitarian.


  






Here are typical examples of British dogs of the 1930s produced by Phidgity Kennels.
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During the 16th to 18th centuries, people began breeding smaller-sized Standard Poodles to create the Miniature Poodle. The Miniature became the ideal pet dog for the same reasons that he was used in circuses and stage shows: he was athletic, eager to please, attractive and affectionate.


No sooner had Miniature Poodles become popular with pet owners than breeders began developing an even smaller dog, the Petit Barbet or Toy Poodle. Originally they were called ‘Sleeve Poodles’ because they were so small that they could be carried around in the sleeves of ladies’ gowns. The ladies of France, for example, loved the Toy Poodle because, when groomed properly, it was particularly clean and attractive.


 






Mrs. L. W. Crouch’s Poodles, photographed in 1907 by T. Fall.
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Poodles from the turn of the 20th century. Note their curly coats and smart topknots.
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NEXT STOP: GREAT BRITAIN 


Once all three sizes of Poodle were firmly established on the Continent, it was inevitable that they cross the channel to the British Isles. The English people received them with open arms, as did the dog-show world through-out England. In the mid-19th century, Sir Edwin Landseer memorialized the breed in some of his family portraits.


 






Miniature Poodle, painted by the famed dog artist Maud Earl.
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Eng. Ch. Barbet Mala Sirius was a Miniature Poodle owned by Mrs. Crimmins and bred by Miss Kalender in 1930. Mala Sirius won her first honors at a UK Championship Show in 1931.
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Poodle popularity in Great Britain simply confirmed what Europeans had known for centuries: Poodles of every size are ideal companions, whether for work as hunters or as family pets. In addition, older people who lived alone found that bringing an easy-to-care-for Toy Poodle into their homes added a new quality to their lives.


 






Circa 1920, King Leo of Piperscroft was the first Poodle to compete in an obedience trial in Britain. He did remarkably well and thus earned further recognition for Mrs. Boyd’s well-known kennels.
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Poodle history suggests that the English Water Dog was created by crossing the Poodle with some other breeds. We know for certain that Toy Poodles were used in the development of the Truffle Dog. Truffles, the famous delicacy, are located and unearthed by the small Poodles. Their light weight and gentle steps, combined with their excellent scenting ability, make them perfect dogs for truffle hunting. Terriers were eventually added to the mix for their digging habits, thus creating the Truffle Dog.


 






Standard Poodles in pet trim, the simplest and most convenient clip for a pet owner to maintain. Show dogs cannot be trimmed in this fashion.
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Eng. Ch. Orchard Admiral, photographed in 1907 by T. Fall.
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THE POODLE ARRIVES IN AMERICA 


It was inevitable that, from England, Poodles would find their way to America. They did so in 1887. Prior to World War I, Poodle popularity reached a peak at American dog shows. Originally,  Standards and Miniatures in America were shown as a single breed, and Toys were shown as a separate breed prior to World War II.


 






The Poodle was, at one time, one of the world’s most popular dogs, especially with lady fanciers. Consequently, breeders vied with one another to develop the coat, which ranged from thick curls to long but orderly cords. This photo, dated 1899, shows a typical high-quality corded Poodle. The corded coat is much less common than the curly coat.
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The Poodle Club of America, founded in 1931 to govern the standard of perfection for all Poodles, offered classes with the same criteria for all three sizes. As a matter of fact, the first Miniature to earn an American championship title was the black English dog named Ch. Chieveley Chopstick.


Some of England’s finest Poodles as well as several from the Continent were imported to America during the early 1900s. Their genetic heritage still carries on today, and we often see the names of well-known English dogs in the pedigrees of modern American Poodles.


By 1960, America had caught up with the British and European interest in the breed. Poodles became the most popular breed of dog in American Kennel Club registration  statistics. They have maintained the status of being among the ten most popular breeds ever since.


 






Miss Jane Lane, who made a considerable positive impact on the Poodle fancy through her Nunsoe kennels, is shown with her favorites, Int. Ch. Nunsoe Duc de la Terrace and Ch. Nunsoe Lady Mary.
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Reserve Best in Show and winner of the Group at the Royal Show in Sydney, Australia was Standard Poodle Aust. Ch. Troymere Believe in Me. This is what a modern champion looks like.
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The famed Poodle breeder, Miss Florence Brunker, though well-known for her excellent Poodles, was also famous for her extravagant hats. She prided herself in having hats larger than her dogs, or, alternatively, having dogs smaller than her hats.
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One reason for the Poodle’s elite standing in dogdom is the breed’s affinity for obedience competition. Aside from excelling in the conformation show ring, Poodles love attention, and performing in obedience to please their owners and others is a terrific way of getting attention.


In the 1930s, Helen Whitehouse Walker, owner of Carillon Kennels, wanted to introduce the sport of obedience into America. She was tired of hearing people say that Poodles, with their fancy hairdos, were  vanity dogs. She vowed to prove the Poodle’s intelligence and trainability to America.


 






This smartly trimmed black Standard will be taking a ribbon home for his equally smartly dressed handler.
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In 1934, as England was enjoying the growing sport of obedience trialing, Mrs. Walker went to Great Britain to study the sport and the training methods for obedience. When she returned home to America, she shared what she had learned with others, including her dear friend, Blanche Sauders, who ultimately became a renowned obedience exhibitor and teacher.


By 1947, America was ready to recognize obedience competition. The American Kennel Club officially adopted the rules and regulations for the sport and established an obedience department within its ranks.


From the working Poodle-like dogs of Europe in the 12th century to the sophisticated Poodles of the 21st century, the breed maintains its ancestral traits that endear it to people around the world. Thus, centuries after the breed’s development, there seems no reason to believe that Poodles will be any less popular in the future than they have been in the past.


 






Standard Poodle being gaited around the ring. The evaluation of a dog’s movement determines how well-constructed the animal is.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POODLE


The Poodle, regardless of size or color, is a distinctive, squarely built, elegant dog with a coat that serves as the crowning touch to a royal entity. From the largest Standard to the tiniest Toy, Poodles have a unique way about them that transcends everything they do in life. How they carry themselves when out for a walk, the easy sway of the hind legs as they chase a ball across a lawn, the alert inquisitive expression when they hear a familiar voice—these traits are all special to Poodles. And every owner quickly learns to recognize that Poodle uniqueness.


 






This lovely black male is kept in immaculate condition.
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In addition to loving life in general, Poodles love people even more. They are particularly perceptive of our moods and emotions, and respond accordingly. They join in celebrations when we’re happy and hover nearby in quiet concern when we’re ill, worried or sad.


They are extremely intelligent and can learn an amazing repertoire of commands if taught with patience and kindness. Retrieving fallen ducks and carrying things in their mouths are but a sample of their rehearsed behaviors. Ever since early Poodle owners discovered the breed’s propensity to learn, Poodles have been trained to perform many behaviors, from helping owners around the home to dancing in circus acts around the world.


Poodles love to please. They crave attention and have an uncanny sense of humor. If, for example, a Poodle does something that an owner finds amusing and  the person responds with laughter and praise, the dog will quickly pick up this response and repeat the behavior over and over. In short, Poodles are genetically “programmed” to work with humans and use their own emotional intuitiveness to create strong bonds with their owners.


 






A Standard apricot with white Miniatures. The variety of sizes and striking colors offers many choices to prospective Poodle owners.
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The physical makeup of Poodles is such that they can perform many athletic feats with ease. Standing on their hind legs and “dancing,” climbing to heights on ladders and ramps, jumping all types of barriers and sitting on their haunches to “beg” are just some of the Poodle’s agile maneuvers. These and many more stunts are possible due to the breed’s exceptional sense of balance and dexterity.


Combine intelligence, emotional intuitiveness, love of companionship, physical ability and beauty in one breed of dog and you have the remarkable, personable Poodle. This breed is of such great versatility, it’s no wonder that Poodles are considered to be the most intelligent of all breeds.







DIFFERENT SIZES, DIFFERENT PERSONALITIES 


Poodles come in a wide range of sizes. Toy Poodles stand 10 inches or less at the shoulder. Miniatures stand 15 inches or under, but must be taller than 10 inches at the shoulder. Standards must stand over 15 inches at the shoulder. In some European circles, there is a fourth size called Moyen, which means “middle” or in between the Miniature and the Standard. Moyens measure at least 15 inches but rarely reach the height of the average Standard. Certainly there is a size of Poodle for every lifestyle and taste.


 






A lovely black champion Miniature Poodle. The breed’s show coat presentation is exquisite.
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Posing with his tortoise playmates, this Toy Poodle pup is photogenic and fun-spirited.
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Different-sized Poodles frequently exhibit different behavioral traits. For example, the handsome Standard is every inch a Poodle with his bright expressive eyes, his devotion to owner and family, his love of learning and his sense of humor. In addition, he carries himself with great confidence and therefore excels as a guardian of home and family. He is serious enough and big enough to make the consequences of unwanted entry most undesirable. His deep bark and courageous demeanor send an instant message to any and all unwelcome guests that a forced entry would be most unwise.


 






When dogs are a family affair, the Poodles never shy away from participation. Dyed purple to match the bride’s bouquet, these two Poodles were the matrons of honor at the wedding of Meg Purnell’s daughter, Rachel, and her dapper husband, Darren. The family runs the well-known Overhill Kennels in England.
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The standard Poodle is every inch a Poodle, with a good sense of humor and impressive protective instincts.
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Regardless of size, Poodles share certain characteristics, from their people-friendly personality to their eyeopening intelligence.
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Miniature Poodles are remarkable dogs, being friendly, courageous, active, easily trained and fun to be with.
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I once owned a large chocolate Standard who was very protective of home and family. On two separate occasions, he leaped through a glass window to chase away suspected prowlers on my property. Fortunately for the individuals, I was at home on both occasions and stopped the dog from further action against the men. However, they didn’t linger about to find out how serious and strong the dog was.


Standard Poodles are large enough to tolerate the pulling and pushing of toddlers who cling to their soft coat for support when they’re learning to walk. The dogs are also gentle enough, when raised with children, to be sympathetic to children older than toddlers who run and squeal as they play.


The Miniature Poodle is an active, agile, alert dog of medium build whose appearance suggests a curious interest in everything in his environment. Miniature Poodles are people-pleasers from the word “go.” They are also great  alarm dogs, warning of the approach of strangers. They are small enough to travel well, adapt to any type of dwelling from small apartment to large estate and friendly enough to join any group at a social gathering. Children and adults alike respond to their quick wit and pleasant attitude toward all who know them.


The Miniature also serves as an alternative size for people who have spent their lives loving Standard Poodles but find that they no longer can maintain such a large dog. Their love of Poodles in general is life-long, so changing to Miniature Poodle ownership is a natural step.


Finally, we come to the Toy Poodle, also a great alarm dog, if slightly higher pitched. The Toy looks the part of a lovely, delicate toy with an intense awareness of his owners and others in his world. These diminutive little treasures fill very special needs for special people. Because they’re so small, they can be carried easily wherever their owners want to take them. Hotels usually accept them with no trouble; trains, ships and airplanes allow them to travel right along with the passengers rather than in cargo areas. In addition, they can be trained to eliminate indoors, thus diminishing the need to walk them outdoors daily. People who live in severe climates and those who live in big cities where walking alone outdoors at night can be unsafe can own a Toy Poodle without worry. As for exercise, games and activities indoors can supply Toy Poodles with adequate exercise and stimulation. They also make ideal companions for elderly people with limited ambulatory ability.


 






Poodles welcome children as playmates, provided the children are well behaved and understand that Poodles deserve considerate, special treatment.
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Lovely lady...lovely Poodle. Poodles have been favorites of ladies for generations. While ladies usually favored Toy Poodles, Miniature Poodles also became popular because they are more adaptable and sporting than the Toys.
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Finally, tiny Toy Poodles make ideal partners for people who enjoy active lifestyles yet want to include their dogs in everything they do. A client of mine, for example, has a tiny apricot Poodle that rides around in a canvas bag that she carries over her shoulder. If you were to meet her in the market, you’d never know that hidden in that bag is her best friend, Toby. Apparently, Toby enjoys the gentle swaying of the bag as his owner walks along, so he snuggles into his soft blanket and naps throughout the entire shopping trip.







OWNER SUITABILITY 


First and foremost, the new Poodle owner must consider the grooming requirements of Poodles, regardless of size. This is a life-long need and one that cannot be ignored. Some owners choose to groom their Poodles themselves and purchase the necessary tools to keep their dogs neat and tidy at all times. Others use professional groomers to keep their dogs looking their best. Either way, the Poodle must be fully groomed about every six to eight weeks, along with daily brushing and weekly bathing. The time and costs that this will entail must be considered before purchasing the dog.
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