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There we are already [at the end of the twentieth century] after the ‘appearance of the Sun’ that has to take place in etheric Imagination for earthly life. The Christ will appear for the Earth when almost everyone has abandoned Him; when all that mankind knows of Him is His name.


Helmuth von Moltke through Rudolf Steiner*


*Helmuth von Moltke 1848-1916, Dokumente zu seinem Wirken, letter 74 to Eliza von Moltke, 27 March 1919, Perseus Verlag, Basel 1993.
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Author's Note


This book assumes a basic knowledge of the modern spiritual science of Anthroposophy, as founded by Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). For example, the terms Imagination, Inspiration and Intuition are used in a specific spiritual-scientific sense and should not be confused with their common usage. For an exposition of Rudolf Steiner's basic work, see the following books of his: Occult Science, An Outline; Theosophy; Knowledge of the Higher Worlds, How is it Achieved; and The Philosophy of Freedom. (All available through Rudolf Steiner Press or Anthroposophic Press.)




Foreword to the Second Edition


The cosmic-earthly timing of Rudolf Steiner's last earthly life was such that he could have reached his seventy-second birthday in the most decisive year of the twentieth century, namely, 1933 (1861-1933). This means that he could have, first, completed his just begun tenth seven-year life period, from the age of 63 to 70 during the years 1924-31, bringing the Christmas Foundation Conference impulse, the School for Spiritual Science and the new social formation of the General Anthroposophical Society to their maturity on the Earth. And then, having lived that long, he could have been granted the allotted full cosmic time measure of earthly human life to develop Anthroposophy further in his next two years of life, 70-72, from 1931 to 1933, and so complete the anthroposophical bridge for humanity from the beginning of the new age of light to the moment in which, on the one hand, the apocalyptic beast is set free from its captivity in the Earth and, on the other, the Etheric Christ begins to be perceived by the new, natural supersensible faculties (see Chapter 2).


In this way he could have brought his life task to its destined fulfilment: to create for humanity as a whole, in and through the Anthroposophical Society, the fully conscious, unbroken and continuous, bridge across the abyss of the threshold that breaks into ordinary human consciousness in the twelve years 1933-45 from the unconscious crossing process of the threshold that began for humanity as a whole in the middle of the last century. Anthroposophical spiritual science, as a living spiritual, cultural and human-social reality could have then penetrated and transformed the highest and lowest forces of the threshold at the very historical moment in which they approached humanity, from 1933 onward, and made them available as healing, strengthening and uplifting forces for the Michael age, the fifth post-Atlantean epoch and the new cosmic age of light as a whole.


The world tragedies of the second third of the century, and especially of the twelve years, came about because Rudolf Steiner could not continue his life-task to its completion. This was not his failure but our own. This failure has constituted since then the main anthroposophical karmic debt of this century, and this applies not only to the individuals who were physically involved in the anthroposophical life of the first and second thirds of the century but to all the members of the Michael school that strive truly to make the carrying and resolving of this karmic debt into their own karmic duty. Now so long as this debt remains unconscious and its carrying is not taken as a central anthroposophical duty of true self-knowledge at the present, its unredeemed forces work in such a way that they make the time-picture of the twentieth century as a whole—and its deeper anthroposophical significance—obscure and opaque. This is the reason why the dedication and loyality to this unrealized life-time potentiality and possibility inherent in Rudolf Steiner's unfinished life-task is a real occult condition for the ability to develop the anthroposophical forces needed for the great tasks of the end of this century and the beginning of the next. Only if we follow the inner call of this occult anthroposophical duty can we come to a vitally important understanding concerning the anthroposophical task of the last seven-year period of the twentieth century and beyond.


We can come to realize that until now we could only observe and study the negative physical results of the fact that Rudolf Steiner's earthly life came to a too early end. Since Rudolf Steiner's death the future, redeeming life-and-time stream of the age of Michael and the new age of light could work only rarely in a conscious way into the physical world. Because of this, those forces of hindrance that brought about Rudolf Steiner's premature death in the first third came to an outward victory in the events of the twelve years 1933-45, both in the Anthroposophical Society and the world at large. But if we take upon ourselves consciously the karma created by those forces that hindered the development of the full potentiality of the life-body of Rudolf Steiner at the beginning of this century, it opens to us unknown aspects of the time-secrets of the twentieth century. Such an overcoming of the life-and-time hindering forces brings us into the true life-and-time stream of the twentieth century; it discloses the living spiritual moment of the last seven years of the century and shows that its innermost core consists in its capacity to become for us a conscious summation and extract of the life-and-time body of this century as a whole. It may allow us to look backward into our century's supersensible stream of life-time and add to the physical historical view of this century the supersensible development of the Michael stream at the same time.


Then we can realize that the negative world and Society results of our failure in the first third of the century created also the possibility for a transformation of this failure into a higher good in the supersensible anthroposophical life in the second third of this century. The anthroposophical research presented below shows that beside the externally visible historical tragedies of this century caused by Rudolf Steiner's unfinished life-task there occurred also the hidden, purely supersensible compensatory act that, on a higher level, aimed to compensate for this omission. And this realization is gained if we are able to use now on the Earth those unfinished anthroposophical life-forces of Rudolf Steiner's unfinished life-task, in order to investigate also the supersensible, hidden Michael-Christ Event of these crucial transforming years for the world and humanity.


The Spiritual Event of the Twentieth century, described below, in which the whole Michael stream took part through the working together of all its karmic streams and groups, created in the years of these world catastrophes—through a purely supersensible action—the bridge over the abyss of the century, which had physically to be established by 1933 but whose building process was prevented. It is now our task to create this bridge consciously and physically on the Earth, working from the other side of this century's abyss backwards towards its supersensible centre, in which are found the needed future forces for the physical task of the Michael stream on the Earth in the next century.


The formative, anthroposophical-Michaelic life-forces that directed and shaped this supersensible Michaelic Event are the same life-forces by means of which we can now awaken to the reality of this Event and raise it to full consciousness in the last seven remaining years of this century. These are those forces that have constituted, since the laying of the Foundation Stone of the General Anthroposophical Society in the Christmas Foundation Conference of 1923/4, the still fresh and vibrant, unused forces of the tenth seven-year period in the life-task of Rudolf Steiner, 1924-31, and the two more life-years of his originally possible earthly life-time, 1931-33. The fully conscious, inwardly dedicated loyalty to these forces is the indispensable anthroposophical foundation that can alone guarantee the occult continuation and inner unity of the beginning and end of the anthroposophical work in this century, as well as its rebirth in the next century. This inner, spiritual continuity and unity of the beginning and end of this century is achieved if we are able to bring to full anthroposophical consciousness the purely spiritual Event of the middle third of the twentieth century. This event took such a form in the middle third precisely because its essence was not realized on the Earth in the first third of the century as was intended under entirely different conditions and in other forms.


This means also that, in a manner which may appear paradoxical to our common understanding of time, the seven years (plus two), from 1924 to 1931/3 that seemed lost entirely for the anthroposophical task in this century can still be made use of, in a spiritualized and metamorphosed form, in the present seven years (plus two) of 1993-2000/2. And if we do make this reversed time-way and spiritually actualize the unfinished but possible bridge-way that was to lead consciously to the twelve years 1933-45, we find ourselves inside the supersensible process of this central Michael-Christ Event of the Twentieth Century. We become active participators in the action and sacrifice of the Michael School that made possible the culmination of the second Mystery of Golgotha for our age.


This is, therefore, an important aspect of the time secret of the twentieth century: first, the possible life-forces of the years 1924-31/3 that had to be used physically on the Earth but were not, and so remained potential and future orientated. Second, the purely supersensible use of these forces in the century's Event. And then, thirdly, the possibility to actualize these forces at the end of the century, physically on the Earth, and at the same time grasp also their true supersensible nature. So that what was not yet possible in the years 1924-33 and was then made separately possible in the century's Event of the twelve years, but then only purely supersensibly, can be realized now in its totality, uniting the physical and spiritual time-streams of our century together in and through each other, at the same supersensible and earthly time.


This gives us the following picture of the three parts of the twentieth century from the point of view of the present:


1)  First third—Hindered life-forces that were destined for earthly-anthroposophical work until 1933; forces that were destined for realization on the Earth were spiritually preserved.


2)  Second third—The unused life-forces that remained spiritual become purely supersensible, anthroposophical formative forces, shaping the purely spiritual-supersensible Michael Event of the century.


3)  Last third—The physical-earthly use of the preserved and, until now unused, potential earthly forces of the first third, together with the pure, spiritually active anthroposophical life-forces of the second third. This leads to a fully conscious and earthly realization at the end of the last third of the unused forces from the end of the first third, through the comprehension of the purely supersensible Event of the second third.
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