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In "Travels in Western Africa in 1845 & 1846: From the Kingdom of Dahomey to Adofoodia," John Duncan offers a vivid and detailed account of his journey through the intricate landscapes and vibrant cultures of Western Africa. The narrative is characterized by a keen observational style, intertwining rich descriptions of local customs, geographical features, and the socio-political dynamics he encountered. Duncan's travelogue not only enlightens readers on the regions visited but also situates itself within the broader context of 19th-century exploration literature, which often aimed to expand European understanding of Africa amid the prevailing imperial attitudes of the time. John Duncan, a Scottish adventurer and journalist, embarked on this expedition driven by a profound curiosity about the African continent and its people. His travels were shaped by the period's geopolitical shifts, as well as the burgeoning interest in African culture and natural history, which compelled many Europeans to explore beyond their familiar territories. Through his immersive experiences, Duncan gained unique insights into issues of trade, colonialism, and cultural exchange that were pivotal to the era, influencing his perspectives and writings. "Travels in Western Africa" is an essential read for anyone interested in African history, colonial studies, and the genre of travel literature. Duncan's meticulous observations and empathetic portrayal of the societies he encountered invite readers to engage with the complexities of cultural interactions. This work not only serves as a historical document but also challenges contemporary perceptions of Africa by revealing the rich narratives that emerge from its diverse cultures. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Observations Upon the Windward Coast of Africa," Joseph Corry presents a meticulously detailed account of his travels along this vital region during the early 19th century. Employing a scientific approach infused with vivid descriptions, Corry intertwines ethnographic insights with observations on indigenous cultures, natural resources, and the socio-political landscape. His work stands as a crucial historical document, reflecting the burgeoning interest in African exploration amidst the expansion of European colonial ambitions, and is marked by a blend of personal narrative and rigorous observation that invites readers to engage with the complexities of the coast'Äôs environment and inhabitants. Joseph Corry, an astute traveler and keen observer, was shaped by an era that sought to categorize and understand the vast territories of Africa'Äîan endeavor influenced by the burgeoning field of natural history and the growing appetite for imperial narratives. His unique perspective is informed by both his commitment to enlightening European audiences and his genuine curiosity about the peoples and lands he encountered, marking him as a significant figure in the literature of exploration of his time. I highly recommend "Observations Upon the Windward Coast of Africa" to scholars, historians, and armchair travelers alike. Corry'Äôs eloquent observations and sharp analytical lens not only illuminate the intricate tapestry of African life but also encourage critical reflection on the legacies of colonial exploration.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In presenting the following Work to the public, it may be deemed proper
that I should preface it by giving some account of my previous career,
and of the reasons and circumstances which led to my Travels in Western
Africa.

I was born in the year 1805, of humble parentage, on the farm of
Culdoch, near Kirkcudbright, in North Britain. I had, at a very early
period, a strong predilection for a military life, being of robust
health and an athletic frame. In 1822 I therefore enlisted in the First
Regiment of Life Guards, the discipline and appearance of which are, I
may say, universally admired. During the hours not devoted to military
duties, I applied myself to the cultivation of the art of drawing and
painting, in which I attained some proficiency, and acquired also
considerable knowledge of mechanics, all of which I found of great
service to me when I afterwards became a traveller.

After serving sixteen years in this distinguished regiment, I felt
anxious for a field of greater enterprise, and therefore obtained my
discharge, on the conditions of the late good conduct warrant, early in
1839. In consequence of meritorious service, I obtained the appointment
of master-at-arms in the late expedition to the Niger. In this
unfortunate enterprise, I narrowly escaped the melancholy fate of so
many of my brave and talented countrymen. Of upwards of three hundred,
not more than five escaped! When at Egga, on the Niger, I volunteered
to proceed up that river, with a few natives only; but, on account of
the increasing sickness of the Europeans, the project was abandoned.
Before the Albert, indeed, had descended the Niger nearly all
of them were either attacked by the fever or were dead! The season was
declared by the natives themselves to be particularly fatal, even to
them.

On my arrival at Fernando Po, I was myself attacked with fever,
which so seriously affected a wound that I had previously received
in my leg,[1] that gangrene commenced, and was only checked by the
application of a powerful acid, which destroyed the part affected. At
this time my sufferings were extreme; part of both bones of my leg was
entirely denuded of flesh a little above the ankle-bone. I strongly
desired to have the diseased limb amputated, but having already lost
much blood, and the climate of Fernando Po being unfavourable to such
operations, (in fact, it was considered that it might prove fatal,)
my medical friends, Drs. M’William and Thompson, promised to perform
it when I should arrive at Ascension. The climate of that island is
much superior to any other on the coast of Africa. Fortunately, by
the unremitting attention of the medical officers, and the kindness
of Commander Fishbourne, my wound and my general health much improved
during my stay there. From its serious nature, however, I returned
to England in an emaciated condition. Having naturally a very robust
constitution, I rapidly recovered; but my limb never entirely regained
its former strength.

This, however, did not prevent me from offering my services to the
Royal Geographical Society[1], to proceed to Africa and penetrate to the
Kong Mountains from the West Coast, the narrative of which journey
I now have the pleasure of submitting to the reader. I ought to add
that the Society provided me with the necessary instruments and
instructions; and that the Lords of the Admiralty directed that I
should have a free passage to Cape Coast. The country I traversed had
been hitherto untrodden by any European traveller, and reached as far
as 13° 6′ North latitude, and 1° 3′ East longitude.

In conclusion, I beg to state, that the Royal Geographical Society
and several other gentlemen liberally contributed funds in aid of my
enterprise, for which I cherish the warmest feelings of gratitude.


JOHN DUNCAN.


Feltham Hill,

August, 1847.
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[1] I was wounded at the Cape de Verd Islands by the natives,
while aiding my men, upon whom they were about to make a murderous
attack. On retreating, one of them threw a poisoned arrow at me, which
I parried from my face and body, but which struck my leg.
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