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    The universe is a closed room without windows, yet with movable shelves and boxes stuffed with anachronistic books and racks. Knowledge is always fragmentary, dynamic, only temporarily sedimentary and thus it lies on the racks. Someday, there’ll be on the shelves, ours, the only virtual volume of truth with its multiple entries that makes up for the only truth of everything.




    Shelves, a conceptual dictionary, tries to define and entwine the many different concepts that, altogether, conform the ordered whole, opening at the same time, new perspective and consideration to everything that surrounds and contains us, notwithstanding preconceptions and the mainstream. We are on our way to master the universe. Let us be patient. Or not.
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    Introduction




    We are biology-chemistry-physics-mathematics: no soul, no God.




    It’s many years we’ve been struggling for equality -or, at least, equivalence-. There is no God, there is no creator of everything and nothing, it is only us, and us is no more than the utmost evolution of mater as we know it. In our temporary insignificance and chronic banality, we must drive this intention of matter to the only feasible aim: knowledge, the rest is just the relativistic and empirical discourse of this self-conscious matter monologue.




    Knowledge itself –not just information– is evolution; it is the premise of matter as an essential element to the cosmos. The rest: brotherhood, love, hatred, art, fantasy, colour, ambition, failure, sacrifice, will, are but primary elements in our condition of evolving matter. We cannot and must not deny them, nevertheless, neither overvalue nor priorise them. Our languages are extremely poor and limited in their condition of transmitters in an existential chain of matter, but let us be patient. We are not what we used to be thirteen million years ago, nor three thousand nor three hundred, nor thirty, nor three years or hours. This won’t stop here.




    We are God, at least we are on our way. It still remains, how long? I don’t know (and that fact of not having an answer doesn’t entitle us to make up one, or create faith, religion, belief). We have become individuals through the bio-physical-chemical stream, yet this is only transient during the minimum lapse of time that this random, yet complex and organised combination, exists under a particular name.




    We have the utmost freedom: let us live our small and humble plenitude of emerging matter and thus, if we want to, let us love the stones we tread on our way to nowhere, they are made, as we are, out of atomic bits of slowness.


  




  

    Mind over matter although mind is matter?
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    Order-disorder chart
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    A




    Abandonment




    • Present and future vulnerability not necessarily from our lack of interest, and never with absence of blame, as we are always responsible for that which / who we abandon.




    • Abandonment is not always pathology; in many occasions it is just a simple fact.




    Abandonism




    • Stoicism without, not within.




    Abdicate, renounce, give up, resign




    • Renounce to given and pre-established power.




    • What would you abdicate for?




    Aberration.




    • Capital mistake of judgement.




    Abjure




    • Denial of an oath.




    Ablation




    • Female genital mutilation. Affirmation of woman’s pleasure. Power.




    Abnegation




    • Partial renounce to the ego –not to its will– in an extreme exercise of self-others and stoicism.




    Abhor




    • Intense dislike.




    Abortion




    • There is no abortion as such; in other words, there is always abortion (abortion = interruption) as any contraception (interruption) is itself an abortion (intentions are facts). Abortion is the very last contraceptive system in a chronologicak sequence inasmuch as any contraceptive system is the prevention of life; therefore, based on the validity of intentions as facts, the annihilation of certainty (100 % sure) of life is equivalent to killing in all cases.




    • Abortion cannot be homicide because we are not destroying a person, a citizen, so it cannot be contemplated in a universal declaration of human rights. We are destroying a zygote → embryo → foetus → person (only when born, not earlier). But think of its potentiality of a person-citizen.




    The problem is not abortion itself, but an unwanted pregnancy. A young pregnant girl is faced with three possibilities:




    1. To be traumatized as a killer.




    2. To be traumatized by an early spoiled life with a child who depends on her.




    3. Take it just as one more contraceptive method.




    • Abortion is either:




    a) Mutilation (not considering the foetus as an independent living organism, as it depends entirely on the mother biochemical structure and functions, to exist).




    b) Killing (due to the termination of a certain-future person –intentions are facts– and not considering the foetus as an essential part of the mother, but as an ‘independent’ being).




    • An abortion is, implicitly, a failure of life.




    • An abortion is an aggression to oneself.




    • Abortion is 95 % guilt and 5 % freedom.




    • See contraception.




    Abbreviate




    • The abbreviated is not only reduced, but minor, i.e. essay, news article, etc. See minimalism.




    Absence




    • Somebody’s absence is their presence in our mind.




    • There are soft and hard absences in their perception. Absence per se is hard.




    • Aphorism: ‘absence makes the heart grow fonder’… for a while, I would say, based on the following diagram:




    Absence makes the heart grow fonder
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    Variation (with a new person suddenly popping into your life)
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    • The absence of our better half (our ‘person’), specially due to their death, makes the world a slightly and homogeneously different place at all times. How can we overcome it? (see “A grief observed” by C.S. Lewis). Habit and denial. We are survivors; human beings are designed to survive everything, our life drive is far stronger than our death drive.




    • Absence of facts is always more noticeable than the facts themselves.




    • Some absences are forever.




    Absinthe




    • What / who is your absinthe?




    Absolute




    • Entity or quality not referenced to any other. Absolute-absolute (100 %) and absolute-relative (absolute only referred to something or someone); yet not its perception, perception is never absolute.




    • Absolute good and absolute bad?




    • Truth is always absolute-absolute to itself and to the other (not to its perception, though).




    • That which lies beyond relativism. What?




    • Every absolute is always transcendental.




    • Any absolute value leaves no room to itself and its definition, i.e. freedom cannot be total as, being wholly free, who would need freedom? The same may be applied to feelings and life itself (eternal (absolute) life stops being life to become something else as life must include the concept of death to keep on being life).




    Abstention, forbearance




    • Action that is not an action towards a third party (idea, action, person, object, etc.), although it is a stand in front of them. Humility? Pride?




    Abstinence, restraint




    • Voluntary deprivation of one’s own inclinations; that is, sort of treason to oneself (although it is not an unrewarded treason, as it will always remain for us the reward of seeing our own will succeed –tough in many occasions the will is only partially ours, as it has been built by our surroundings and the other–).




    • Abstinence is the antechamber of perversion.




    Abstract vs. Concrete




    • Abstract: it is, not there is.




    • Concrete: it is, and there is.




    Absurd




    • Do we have a clear definite idea of what the absurd is?




    • Ridiculous vs. original.




    Abundance




    • More than necessary, but not excessive.




    Abuse




    • To impose, due to different causes and through different means (power, age, condition, gender, intelligence, strength, etc.).




    Abyss




    • There is no abyss in the abyss.




    • The abyss is us.




    • Do we need the abyss next to us, to fear?




    • Two mirrors.




    Acceleration




    • Increase of velocity and movement. See deceleration.




    • Life is always accelerating? Emotions? Indifference?




    Accept




    • Conditioned surrender.




    • Total acceptance does away with evolution.




    Accidental




    • Accidental universe –yet essential–.




    • Accidents are part of order, yet they are accidents.




    Acculturation




    • Culture-absorption process. Irreversible?




    Accuse, charge




    • Direct responsibility.




    Achievements




    • We struggle only for those things we can get.




    Achilles heel




    • Nothing hardens each person’s Achilles heel?




    Acknowledgement




    • Parents should be incredibly grateful to their sons and daughters’ teachers: educating is a desperate task. Likewise, educators ought to have a surgeon-equivalent preparation, as they deal with a prime substance in our societies’ future: children and youngsters’ minds.




    Acquaintances




    • Nobody in particular.




    Acquittal, absolution




    • Absolute forgiveness of a penalty, though acquittal is never absolute as far as guilt is concerned. Absolution is better defined as an agreement of forgiveness, more than forgiveness itself. See conciliation.




    Action vs. Reaction




    • Action: free fact.




    • Reaction: conditioned fact.




    There are no actions, only reactions (thence, everything is always conditioned).




    • “Actions speak louder than words” –or not–. Words are sooner or later related to verbs, thus, actions.




    • Actions are not the contrary to feeling-thoughts, but its empirical representation. Action, if contrary to something, it is contrary to philosophy. We may talk about the philosophies of life, but it is no more than life, action, not philosophy –abstract– as such; philosophy is the structure of thought, not thought itself; the mesentery of life, not life.




    Actor vs. Actress




    • Is there any gender difference that makes either men or women more effective as actors / actresses, based on the fact that men are basically liars, and women essentially dishonest?




    Adapt




    • Giving in, yielding without absolute surrender.




    Addiction




    • Repetition. A human being is an animal of habits, always needs patterns, and leans on them; all addictions are patterns.




    Adjectives




    • No adjectives. See epithet. See verb.




    Admiration




    • Do we tend to admire, or to underestimate?




    Adolescence / puberty




    • See ages.




    Adoption




    • Adoption is a catharsis of being and, of course, egoism. It is to make ours what is not –till it is–, i.e. daughter, idea, faith, child, etc.




    Adore




    • Implicitly deny its reality.




    • What / who do you adore?




    Adultery




    • Marital clause.




    Adult, adulthood




    • See ages.




    Adverb




    • Mode.




    Adversity




    • Life is never on our side.




    Advice




    • Something we don’t do ourselves because we needn’t.




    • Always subjective? Can objective advice exist?




    Aesthete




    • Person who does not understand that beauty is just function, not fact.




    Aesthetics




    • Etymologically, aesthetics is the sensation –that is, perception– of beauty, not beauty itself.




    • Aesthetic knowledge interferes in the appreciation of beauty.




    Affection




    • Soft feeling, though very selective.




    • Affection conditions life.




    Alcohol




    • Alcohol, like tobacco and unlike other pleasures i.e. sex, is never liked or enjoyed 100 % at first.




    Amateur




    • Not professional. See dilettante.




    Affirmation




    • Certainty –whether true or false–.




    • Affirmations are facts.




    • See negation.




    Afflict




    • Provoke sadness, pain –not melancholy, melancholy uses to be caused by oneself–.




    Ages




    1. Infancy / childhood. Hard age of innocence (ignorance).




    * the child is not a different person from an adult, but an incomplete one.




    * childhood is not things-as-they-are.




    * is infancy productive or a waste?




    * childhood is essentially only an investment, both for parents and for the state.




    * the child is the quintessential selfish being –self-self, not self-others–; he / she is capable of feeling empathy, but ignores it.




    2. Impuberty / pre-adolescence. The age of the other innocence.




    3. Puberty / adolescence. Soft age. The end of innocence in favour of intensities, on many occasions based on confusions. Age that cannot be defeated.




    * fourteens are always unfair.




    * girls-in-bloom (M. Proust). Why a flower? Because they wither –like them–. Flowers wither because they are flowers.




    * age of illusion and disenchantment (even frustration).




    * infancy and puberty are based on discontinuity. And infant or a pubescent is not exactly the same person within a forty-eight hour span frame.




    * a teen is a woman / man project; much less and much more.




    * adolescence is a vice of youth.




    * teen age is essentially a loss, of what? A waste?




    * teens are, in many occasions, just their age.




    * thirteens don’t last much, but enough.




    * a teen girl is not an unfinished woman, as it is said; she is rather a woman that has not begun –although some of them have already finished–.




    * adolescence is not lineal.




    * puberty and adolescence are the beginning of rashness, first of all because teen age, otherwise than childhood, makes you scared.




    * the adolescent is a promise.




    4. Youth. The age of the beginning of systematic knowledge.




    * the young body is a myth.




    * youth intensifies everything in all directions. Life and death drive are also more acute.




    * youth is, above everything, a smell.




    * the adolescent / youth does not think much of death as he / she unconsciously perceives himself / herself to be eternal.




    * youth is a restriction of reality.




    * youth is danger; we are always in danger when young.




    * the secret to eternal youth is… youth.




    * youth, despite the rush, is always contemplative.




    * youth: beauty, melancholy: desire.




    * youth is implicitly eternal –though its eternity uses to end very soon–.




    * youth is malice, beautiful malice.




    * youth is not a perversion, but a more accurate and acute sample of life.




    * youth cannot be decadent, only finish.




    * see ashes.




    5. Adulthood. Hard age. Knowledge. End of youth.




    * adulthood is the addition of the layers in the mechanism of defence developed since puberty –even earlier– to evade us from the painful remembrance of our lost innocence –because we know we lost it, it is included in the package of knowledge–.




    * the adult is not an infant who grew up, it is something else.




    * forty / fifty onwards we know everything will always be inevitably irretrievably indefinitely worse.




    * adults always long for past youth, however, who would exchange their present age for their adolescence or early youth?




    6. Old age. Extremely hard age. The oblivion of knowledge and the denial of innocence.




    * old age is an artificial mistake against nature.




    * old age innocence is equalled to childhood innocence in many occasions, but we shouldn’t, as they are two very different types of innocence: innocence of childhood and adolescence is through ignorance and conviction; the innocence of old age is through ignorance (forgotten knowledge) but without the limpidity of early youth. Youth is hope and ignorance; in old age, only ignorance, not hope.




    * you are more free in old age because you are more transparent in all senses: social, aesthetic, intellectual, sexual, etc. Yet, alone.




    * the ego (I) diminishes in old age in spite of its accumulation of years.




    * is the elder person a second-rate citizen?




    *life extension: 20-40 = 100 years, not at the end of a lifespan.




    * old age. See freedom.




    * see decadence.




    Gral. comparative:




    • Age distancing is a protection.




    • Age makes impossible stories.




    • Can we live a multi-age, simultaneously?




    • Which are usually considered the happiest days of our life?




    • Will the dream-of-love go on in future generations?




    • In adolescence, the charm is fragile, but very visible; in adulthood, the charm is much more solid, but terribly hidden; in old age, the charm is cloaked in pity.




    • The youth feels ridiculous, the old person is.




    • When does the countdown begin, that is, when do we stop adding years and begin to subtract them?




    • If childhood is the dream, then puberty is the nightmare; adolescence, the amplified dream; adulthood, the psychoanalysis; old age, the hypnotic session.




    • Old age is not intrinsically wise, though childhood is inevitably innocent –ignorant–.




    • See generations.




    Agnosticism




    • ‘Gnosis’: knowledge. Agnosticism declares our non-access to the absolute, to the transcendental, to the total and final acquaintance with realities. Are we then, inevitably agnostic?




    • A type of scepticism, not nihilism.




    Agony




    • Death process fraught with anxiety, acceptance and resignation. Ironic feeling anxiety in front of death, as dying is an intransitive verb that no longer affects our ego at the end of the action.




    Agnus dei




    • God’s lamb.




    Agree




    • Acceptance of the others parallel to us.




    AI




    • Artificial intelligence is the other option of evolution of matter in its final stage (the first one is perpetuated biology).




    AIDS




    • Second sexual revolution (not anymnore).




    Aim




    • The aim justifies the means?




    Air




    • Cold air. More refreshing than warm air, however, more harmful, as we breathe heavier elements in cities, when cold.




    Alibi




    • Situationally defined truth that encloses another untold truth.




    Alice




    • What way did the white rabbit go?




    Alien




    • Everything that is not I.




    • Alien pain, whether physical or emotional, is always extrinsic.




    Alienation




    • Hard and confused emotion in a group that we don’t feel we belong to and are rejected by. Following behaviour patterns from a given society makes it hard to feel alienated, but not impossible, as there may be internal rejection to our own behaviour –or the others’– or being.




    Aliment, nourishment




    • Why feeding someone –neither a child nor an elder person– always has some degree of eroticism?




    Alliance




    • Agreement necessarily bilateral or multilateral, never unilateral.




    Almond tree




    • Blooms and fades in six days. Metaphor.




    Alchemy




    • Alchemy equalizes elements.




    • We’ll be able to turn lead into gold, sooner or later.




    Almost




    • Imperfect state.




    Alms, charity




    • If we all asked for alms, who would give them?




    Alone




    • A person alone in an empty room: absolutely nothing happens.




    Alphabet




    • Alphabets determine the accuracy and breadth of the cognitive process of reality. See language.




    Altar




    • Every altar always implies sacrifices.




    Alter




    • Essence cannot be altered, neither –if existing– existence.




    Alternate




    • Regular change pattern.




    Alternatives




    • Fact inherent to another.




    • The ratio can be directly or inversely proportional. Increased number of alternatives does not necessarily imply greater difficulty of choice.




    Altruism




    • Completion of giving, in many occasions selfless, but not in all, as giving per se does not exist, for it attacks frontly the law of compensation and reciprocity (though the law is fulfilled inasmuch as intentionality and compensation refers to –inevitability of receiving when giving, see selfishness–, but not reciprocity).




    • Altruism is an ego exercise, egotism too.




    Always




    • Never.




    Amalgam




    • Mixture in which parts partially lose their individual characteristics, but not totally. An amalgam is a chemical, emotional, rational, etc, emergent phenomenom.




    Amber




    • Beginning of a small eternity –visible–.




    Ambition




    • The mechanism of power, of improvement, therefore, of evolution.




    Ambiguity




    • Truth is never ambiguous.




    • See certainty.




    Ambivalence




    • Simultaneous wishes or values in opposite directions –though, as we know, the true opposite of desire is plain indifference, not another desire (which is a self variation, no more)–.




    • See certainty.




    Ambrosia




    • There’s a gap between pleasure and ambrosia.




    Ambulance




    • The rapidity of life. Sometimes indifferent –if the ambulance passes us by–, or traumtic –if it is us inside the ambulance–. A nearby ambulance is rarely indiffernt to us.




    Amen




    • Assent and convincement.




    Amendment




    • Amendment to a law is proof of the same fallibility of such law.




    Amnesty vs. Pardon




    • Amnesty: absolute pardon (crime, charges and punishment –and guilt–).




    • Pardon (absolution): forgiveness of execution of sentence, but neither the charges nor guilt.




    Amoral




    • Amorality is the absence of moral, that is, a utopical state for a social being. Immoral actions are a social breach of the individual.




    • The human being is amoral in essence and moral in need of coexistence (and immoral in moral and ethic need, thence, the confrontation between good and evil).




    • Immorality inevitably leads to moral conclusions, amorality does not.




    Amulet




    • Small portable spell.




    Anachronism




    • Gap between action, fact or object, and time.




    Ex:…




    Analysis




    • Deductive: from the whole, to the parts.




    Inductive: from the parts, to the whole.




    • We use to reject what we do not analyse in depth. Or not, that is our problem.




    • We either tend to analyse everything or nothing.




    Analogy




    • Analogy implies, even before comparison, equivalence in its different degrees and it is a key tool to understand the world and its theory of everything because, precisely, everything is related and somehow equivalent.




    • See metaphor.




    Anarchy




    • Rule without a political system. Possible?




    And




    • Lineal inclusion conjunction, always with a true result.




    Angels




    • Do angels fall?




    • Human Kind is a fallen angel; do we fall daily a bit more or, on the contrary, we are every day closer to a God-like concept?




    • Angels are a type of daemon.




    Anger, wrath




    • Impermeable emotion against an unaccepted reality. What provokes your anger?




    Anguish, ‘angst’ (fear)




    • Devastating soft existential emotion that confronts us with the frailty of our own insignificant existence, from our weak and limited willpower.




    • Every decision creates angst in different degrees.




    • Knowledge is angst –but not fear–.




    • See anxiety.




    Animal




    • Wild animals are members of a pyramid structure of animated living beings were humans are the suprapredator and mastermind.




    • Domestic animals are members –with a no-rational status, thus, diminished as members, and with null active decission– of human societies ruled and cohesive by social contract that substitutes the natural right (both for people as well as for the animals that live in human societies), therefore, they –animals and persons– must abide their duties in this society, and simultaneously, be protected by their rights in direct proportion to the social equation of: more rights equals more duties, and less duties equals less rights. Domestic animals must abide, too, the universal law of compensation and reciprocity towards humans.




    • Human in the most advanced form of animal –supremacy– and the only one that has evolved into being the consciousness, the intelligence, and the reason of matter; all the planet Earth’s organization and structure starts from this point.




    • We ought not to grant anyone privileges a priori; neither to animals. Animals do not deserve any preconceived treatment, nor to be placed per se upon a pedestal of Nature just because they are animals, that is, primitive; that would be following J. J. Rousseau misconception that primitivism is essentially good –and better than the higher development and complexity of (modern) humans–.




    • If animals cannot posses goodness, they won’t have evil either. Let us be consequent.




    • Domestic animals (pets) are an exception to natural law. That is, all animals must work their existence out. Not pets, they can take their insignificant existence for granted, as it is in fact granted to them by human decision through a non-natural application of the law of compensation and reciprocity. All the other animals on the planet, including humans, must work for their nourishment and survival.




    Animate vs. Inanimate




    • Animate: with life, with soul.




    Inanimate: without life, without soul, inorganic –without organs for life–. It is curious that taking into consideration such biological division, some languages such as Japanese will include plants and vegetables in the inorganic realm.




    • The living comes from the unliving, thence the first contradiction. The abstract comes from the tangible, i.e. brain / mind. Idem.




    Animism




    • It proposes everything has a soul. Everything starts from the soul and through the soul.




    Anonymity




    • Art is never anonymous, it is art, yet it was so, long time ago –architecture, cathedrals–.




    • A technologically global world is anonymous and makes us so?




    • Nothing is anonymous.




    Anorexia




    • Beautiful (human, fragile, ephemeral). A waste?




    Answers




    • Every affirmation comes from a question.




    • Every answer takes us to another question, as answers are questions (variants in other directions).




    • The only useful answer is the one that destroys the question, more than answering it.




    • If answers are in each of us, then answers are not necessary.




    • Do we have the answers? Did we ask the questions? Do we know the right questions at all?




    Antagonism




    • Contrary irreconcilable positions.




    Anthropomorphic




    • The universe is made to human measure (Protagoras variation: “human is measure to all things”). Weak version: tautological and self-evident as we, humans, are here explaining the universe. Strong version: intentionality and function of this human reference and reason towards and from the cosmos that contains us.




    Anthropology




    • Study of the human being giving priority to the in-other formative elements in front of the in-self elements.




    Anti-




    • Contrary to; it has substance, essence and existence; unlike nothingness (nothing –no / non– is the denial of both the affirmative and the negative universal concepts, though it owns a certain degree of essence precisely because it is nothing).




    Anticipation




    • Anticipation is not usually a mistake.




    • The other will pass, this will pass.




    • Anticipation of pleasure is the utmost pleasure; the same happens with pain, etc.?




    • Anticipating fate makes it milder?




    • Anticipation never makes mistakes; it is anticipation of fact, not fact itself. Whatever direction of truth, anticipation is always valuable to our appreciation and experience.




    • Formula: utmost anticipation of variant consideration + maximum provision of resources + empirical accumulation (experience) + calculation of diverse positive and negative outcome post-fact = full life.




    Anti-emotions




    • Blank spaces in our emotional and sensitive experience, i.e. oblivion, indifference, flatness, insensitivity, apathy. Anti-emotions create a hard emptiness.




    • The lack of emotions is the emotion of emptiness (not feeling anything for someone, do not miss, do not think of someone, do not care about someone or something, do not take a stand etc.); though considering the absence of an emotion, an emotion, is maybe going too far; therefore, no anti-emotion can be either happy or sad, no matter what sadness or happiness they lead to.




    • Anti-emotions, the same as emotions, have no solution, only an end.




    • To move from an anti-emotion to an emotion, disguise and proscenium are necessary, and, over time, it stops being performance to become reality. The same from emotions to anti-emotions by will (H: Pointing the finger to someone and saying ‘I’ll love you’, equivalent to surviving and developing indifference towards a person we actually love).




    Anti-entropy




    • A closed system that does not tend towards disorder; that is, a deterministic (deterministic to order as it could be deterministic to disorder as well) system that does not abide the second law of thermodynamics.




    Anti-nature




    • The principle of society.




    Anti-necessity




    • Anti-need is an active indifference, rejecting the other in indifference, an active rejection of necessity. See indifference.




    Anti-philosophy




    • Doctrine that establishes that there is nothing to believe, think, discern, etc. If philosophy is to love truth, anti-philosophy is the indifference to truth and the uselessness of its search.




    Antithesis




    • Second element of the triad: thesis-antithesis-synthesis which contributes to the elucidation of truths and, as any truth, more than what it is –to which we have difficult access–, we discern first what it is not.




    • Resource of truth.




    • Opposed possible truth that enhances an effect of globalism.




    Antonym




    • Opposite, yet equivalent.




    Anxiety




    • Anxiety implies research, so it cannot be considered purely destructive, inasmuch as it does not exceed certain limits within everyday reality. When anxiety does not let us understand and live life as it is, it becomes pathological, even terminal.




    • Anticipation of life and its consequences. Anxiety follows a law directly proportional: the more intelligence and / or perception and / or knowledge , the more possibilities of anxiety.




    • Anxiety is the forecast of extreme pain, whether future factual event, or as an imaginary fact, though we are never truly prepared for pain.




    Apathy




    • Indifference overcome.




    Ape




    • I’m afraid, although being Darwin's evolution true, humans do not come from the ape. Modern humans come from primitive humans.




    Aphrodite




    • Greek goddess of love and beauty. Why should they go together love and beauty within the same deity? And we later added sex in concepts such as aphrodisiac = sexually arousing, not provoking love.




    Apocalypse




    • The apocalypse is never immediate, it is always later.




    Apology




    • The apology of a crime is no crime: terrorism, euthanasia, abortion, rape, death penalty, or any other illicit activity. Every idea or proposition has, like citizens themselves, a right to be analysed, scrutinised, or even explained to its utmost detail and consequences, and that itself is not a crime, as there is no intention whatsoever of committing such illegal action, but only its argumentative explanation and dissection.




    A posteriori




    • A posteriori explanations lack the strength and conviction of a priori explanations (though we must say that any a priori explanation is not an explanation as such, but more sort of a declaration of intentions). See art.




    Appearances




    • Appearances do not deceive. Appearances use to be what they seem to be, it is us who cannot appreciate it and then we feel deceived.




    Approximation




    • The human being is an approximation.




    Arbitrary




    • Every emotion is arbitrary. Knowledge, too?




    Architecture




    • Architecture is a function, sometimes with artistic aspirations, and always an interference with a person.




    • Do we live, nowadays, in an epoch of throw-away architecture, although using much more advanced and durable materials, as it happens with other modern appliances, i.e. printers?




    • Architecture starts from Humanism.




    • Architecture is, in many occasions, an imposition, like the cathedrals in the high Middle Ages, for instance.




    • Nardar project –a self-regulating ecological city– is the equivalent to the micro society on a cruise or in a summer resort. It is no more than fiction applied onto reality and they may not work as substitutes of a factual society, without pollution, crime, excess of any kind, as they are neglecting the core of the city: the human being. Let us keep in mind that we humans evolve much slower than our own scientific, technological and creative achievements.




    • Architecture is a type of memory.




    Area




    • The area of an object is that which is delimited by the perimeter. Number 3 minimum, neither 1 nor 2 will do.




    Arms, weapons




    • Weapons of Massive Destruction (WMD). Every weapon is; sometimes one by one, sometimes, many more than one victim at a time.




    Around




    • Yet, not in.




    Arrogate




    • Make ours what could have been so from the very beginning.




    Art




    • Art is art.




    • Art is always explained a posteriori, never a priori : suspicious.




    • Artist vs. scientist.




    • Art explains everything and, if explained, it is not art.




    • Art is no more than its names.




    • Art is reality, too.




    • Is a dictionary or an encyclopaedia artistic? Is science?




    • All art is art per se.




    • We needn’t abuse fantasy for the sake of art; reality –or very close to reality– can be very artistic, too.




    • Art vs. traditional art vs. folklore.




    Folklores are the brother with Down syndrome of culture. Only the sublime, excessive, shocking, in science and in arts, have taken us to what we are and what we shall be, never the –occasionally– nice folkloric traditions of the peoples. Art craft is not art as there are some basic differences:




    1. triviality of folklore




    2. socio-cultural weight




    3. historical transcendence and permanence




    4. aesthetically-emotional upheaval




    5. evolution




    Art: one by one.




    Folklore: group (group is a requisite, not an option). It conveys basic emotions, lived individually, but through the group. It is based on more strict, local, less universal patterns; creative freedom is more corseted.




    The essential difference between art, art craft and folklore lies on their use and intention (that is why science, although in an equivalent creative level as art, will never be art as it doesn’t have its use, function, or intention).




    • All art should explain itself and be self-contained.




    • Introspection and lack of understanding the world, gives us art.




    • Art is an individual decision and a collective acceptance.




    • Art is always idealism: artists want and need to improve reality.




    • Art that makes money vs. art that doesn’t make money.




    • Art production chain, is it art? No? But art is patterns.




    • Knowledge destroys art.




    • Art overcomes Nature? Nature is a type of art? No, there are neither content nor intention, just form and object. See intention.




    • Art needn’t be forever; it may even soon become anachronistic and retrograde.




    • Art persuades?




    • Art is in many occasions, a beautiful lie.




    • Art does not exclude. Art is a variation of the same.




    • Art doesn’t teach us anything from love, does it?




    • Art is not journalism or documentary, it is art. It must move, not just show; it is intensity, not only reality; it is intention, not sheer truth.




    Art History




    • Being past and present so disconnected, it is a miracle that we understand at all the works of a past that have reached us, accidentally. I say accidentally because they were not thought nor created for such posterity; or, if thought, it was a misty and indefinite future, obviously inaccessible for a Baroque, Renaissance, Classicist, Medieval, or even Romantic mind. It is all the values together that make man’s intention and expression.




    We read the artists’ biographies, scientists’, wise men’s or mathematicians’ from the past, and we never stop deeply enough into the lack of compensation existing between their surrounding universe —internal and external— and what we rehabilitate, imagine, rebuild from it. It is thus that studying the past, the literature and thought of the past, the effort of synchronization and temporalization —abstract, theoretical and pragmatic— in front of some realities, that it will never be too much to understand and appreciate them from our early-third-millennium perspective.




    This is just to meet former works in our Western civilization, as far as we reach Eastern cultures the gap is still wider to bridge.




    I ask myself then, not without certain scepticism, as we listen and read these approaches to the substance-matter so far off from us both in time and in creativity measures —inevitably then, distant from us, too, from the objectivity that we try to apply at any time— if it is real; how far we can lean on our canon of beauty and aesthetics, how truthful our early-third-millennium objectivity of appreciation is.




    However, the gap between the ancient literary and humanistic works does not necessarily widen to our understanding, even the other way around: this intellectual and objective predisposition allows us to have a truthful, yet somehow fake appreciation of the material perceived. Previous or parallel to our study of the works of the past, we have tried to absorb the actual reality of those epochs and moments of being we are ready and eager to have access to. We have learned —or at least have tried hard to— enough out of this singular language, and as a black canvas in a summer afternoon we prepare —what?— to apprehend an artistic reality.




    Where is the modern-present-day-Western-omnipresent shade of our eye? Where lies our cultural and aesthetic veil that dyes everything of our inevitable-predictable-present perception, thinking what it is being witnessed? Or else everything has got to be contaminated by the specific temporalities of man?




    We read those lines of a poem, essay, and narration; some beautiful, others indomitable or ethereal; others utterly mesmerizing keyed to the drum of time and we say: “it is thus”.




    I ask: Is it so? Is it real?




    It is precisely in History where, paradoxically enough as it works with empirical facts, we have to keep ourselves more reserved before judging concepts, procedures, idiosyncrasies and cultural results. We are inevitable heirs to a distorted past, not just because of the present-day difficulty of the proof of the past as a fact, as a historical-real spot consummated, but because it is this present optics itself that will make a fair appreciation of the past, feasible.




    One of our most efficient systems —involuntary memory (M. Proust) — is sadly limited to our individual subjective past, that is to say, lived. Notwithstanding that, this may not be provoked or created being as it is just a spontaneous reaction of our mind.




    Thus, we are faced with the evidence of the facts which occurred two hundred or two thousand years ago; of a certain papyrus, manuscript, music score, hieroglyphic, and we know not for certain what that is, what happened, what motivated its creation and writing, how transcendental it was —for whom—? How? Till when? And so on.




    The division into supra-historical absolute-artistic categories (Wölfflin) is fake. Not because both concepts lack metaphysic, categorical and timeless reality, but because even so, they inevitably start from History itself, and we well know that within History are conjugated physical, sociological, psychological, philosophical and conceptual elements, all of them the makers of Art and Thought, to shape ideas, concepts, visions, and from those, the creations.




    Middle ages is so (also called: ‘the dark ages’), because it embraces the millennium between two classicisms: the fall of the Greek-Roman empire (c. iv a.D.) and the Renaissance (c. xv a.D.)); called thus because it brings forth and rescues the concepts from classic antiquity (Greek-Roman, again); that is, this period of seeming darkness, is presented as a ‘time out’ in Western culture; empty brackets —of Art, of Thought, of Advancement— between two poles of humanistic development. The last period of lower Middle Ages, the Gothic (c. xii-xiv a.D.) —the medieval time more accessible to the 20th and 21st century man and woman— implies inevitably pejorative elements of excess, disorder, mysticism, barbarism, obscurantism, disproportion, darkness. But then we have the cathedrals, Hildegard, Ambrosian and Old Roman chant, etc.




    The Baroque (c. xvii to mid-xviii a.D.) concept, as mentioned before, is more obvious than any other. Baroque equals: imperfection, lack of measure, boasting, splendour, grandiloquence, sinuosity, disproportion, bending and twist. Always in comparison to the classicism on the one hand, and neoclassicism, on the other.




    Afterwards, Rococo (2nd third of xviii c. a.D.) —and its hard wing: sturm und drang—, and then neoclassicism (3rd third of xviii c. a.D.), and then back to ‘disorder’: Romanticism (c. xix a.D.) term, likewise the others, used contemptuously in its original meaning to speak of all that exceeds too strongly the classical boundaries of measure, harmony and linear order.




    All these concepts have, still today, to the gral. public, and in contexts not necessarily artistic and philosophical, a sense, if not depreciative, at least, obscure. i.e. we say: ‘a Gothic scene-set’ equals: dark, exaggerated, turbid. ‘A baroque exposition’ is read: not clear, non-neat, confusing, rhetorical, unclean in style and / or content. A ‘romantic film’ means: sticky-sweet-sentimentalist-idealist- (maybe foolishly)-exaggerated.




    The compulsory evolution is from order to disorder (see chart), and then back to order again, within the perpetual sphere of events, feeling, thought, art. The Renaissance carries, within the utmost corner of its proposal and philosophy, from the very beginning, mid-fifteenth, early sixteenth century, the seed of Mannerism, and from that, the outcome of the Baroque. The Baroque then, cannot but unfold —after a short parenthesis of Rococo and Sensism— into Neoclassicism. The neoclassicism begs for disorder, and then Romanticism secretly tends towards the Gothic and this to Renaissance again.




    The Baroque, for instance, is Baroque, not just because before that there was a Renaissance and afterwards there will be a Neoclassicism, but because the Baroque is in itself —at least a small part of it— a confirmation of what is not Baroque, precisely because it is not so. Which gives birth to the approaches to art, creation and philosophy, i.e. Renaissance, Classicism-humanism and Neoclassicism.




    We may easily understand the great significance from the term ‘classic’ in the conception of arts, of culture, of life, to our Western culture, just having a glance at the nomenclature each and every artistic movement has received, that from one end to the other, have diverted from the canons of: symmetry, proportion, consequence, stability, contention.




    We must witness the history of literature and humanities in a sequence where there are higher and lower reference points. Yet, all of them bound together in the sequence of life, where countries, schools, trends, epochs, writers and artists all share a piece in the puzzle of art and creation of beauty and thought.




    History does not spread homogeneously like butter on a piece of bread or foam on a reflecting surface: smooth, still, timeless. Facts have to be written down and elements of being, play their match.




    The possession of History is never to be accomplished. It is even unnecessary being its columns —although four-dimensional— not geometrical, limited and limiting the turn of time and the fate of mankind and womankind.




    History is not over, yet.




    from ‘Music for all’ 1992-97




    G.




    Artificial




    • What the human being makes can never be artificial.




    • The human being / Nature differentiation as the humans representing the artificial, is false. Humans are Nature, in fact, its utmost representation and –so far– only consciousness.




    Aescetics




    • Denial of man as man, based on a philosophical or mystical –or both– idealization.




    Aseptic




    • The perfect rationalism would be aseptic.




    Ask




    • Give somebdoy the chance to be self-others.




    Ashes




    • Previous step before nothingness.




    • There are no ashes of youth, there’s no residual, but simply another person.




    As it comes, it goes




    • The dark side of carpe diem.




    Asylum




    • Last kindergarten. Terminal.




    Atheism




    • Every atheist is God. Thus they think.




    • No atheist can prove (scientific method) the non-existence of God; likewise, no believer can prove its existence. It seems agnosticism (acceptance of our impossibility to have access to the absolute, to the absolutes –God amongst them–) is the wisest and most sensible position as thinking organisms.




    • Atheism, as faith, is a responsibility.




    • Atheism is a type of fundamental integrism as they insist on assuring –without proof, though– the non-existence of God, integrating the others into the rationalism of realities and faith canon of facts. Faith needs no proof; God does, in either direction.




    Atomism vs. Divisibility




    • Nothing is atomic (indivisible). Infinite is in always in both directions.




    Atonement




    • Happiness, not guilt, is an act of atonement for our life, as is life itself, a sin.




    • See sin.




    Attempt




    • The possibility of success decreases / increases with each attemp.




    Attention




    • We cannot pay attention to everything, neither to only one single thing.




    Attitude




    • Attitude is 50 %.




    Attraction




    • Physical = chemical.




    Emotional = physical.




    • Men are strongly appealed to lower socio-cultural level girls and women because they see in them guaranteed, being more primary, their expectations of sex and reproduction. A less sophisticated woman is, to men’s –educated or not– eyes, higher stakes to pleasure and genetic transfer as these primitive values in her are not distorted nor they compete with higher socio-cultural educational values with the same or higher importance for the well-brought mundane woman who is also keen on power, politics, knowledge, status, etc.




    Attribute




    • See quality.




    Audi




    • Can you be profound in an Audi?




    Austerity




    • Austere beauty is still beauty.




    Auschwitz-Birkenau




    • Auschwitz: treasure of human kind.




    Authenticity, identity and privacy




    • Authenticity: object or idea that does not pretend to be another. Every fact is authentic as it makes reference to itself.




    • Identity: reflection into the mirror that tells the I (ego, self) who he / she is. Identity without the others is unnecessary, as identity does not alter the essence of being, it just frames it into something recognizable to us and to the others.




    • Privacy: intimacy, anonymity, reserve, loneliness.




    Average




    • Addition of all individualities.




    • Average is not the same as the most common point.




    • Average is not truth.




    Avoid




    • How do we avoid that which we don’t know of?




    Axiom




    • Obvious truth; truth that proves itself. Truth which other systems of truth are based on. Unprecedented truth.




    • Whoever speaks with axioms is alone.




    • An axiom is truth in a primitive state. Evolved truths are still axioms, but they have apparently evolved towards more complex truths.




    • True truth?
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