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Whether you know it by the name of gimp, scoubidou, or boondoggle, plastic lacing is an easy, satisfying craft that can produce tons of nifty toys and trinkets—once you learn the essentials!


In Plastic Lace Crafts for Beginners, you will learn the foundational stitches and basic skills necessary to start and finish simple but fun projects for zipper pulls, key chains, bracelets, and all sorts of colorful and useful decorations. Begin by learning the fundamental 4-strand technique, using two long pieces of plastic lace to knot and stitch a simple zipper pull. After some intriguing 4-strand projects, you can move on to the 6-strand technique and more complicated and cool designs. Soon you’ll be hunting for more projects to make, or making up your own as a master of plastic lacing. Time to get knotting!
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Helpful Hints


•   Measure twice, cut once.


•   Center strands carefully when starting a project.


•   Don’t allow the plastic lace to twist when tying stitches.


•   Pull stitches tight every time.


•   Buy plastic lace in a rainbow of colors online or at your local craft store.







General Supply List


•   Plastic lace


•   Lanyard hooks


•   Key rings


•   Assorted beads (pony, tri-bead, heart, etc.)


•   Pom-poms or pom-pom beads


•   Decorative buttons


•   Chenille stems


•   Scissors


•   Ruler


•   Tape


•   Paper clips








Getting Started


Beginning a Four-Strand Project




1 Thread two strands of plastic lace through a lanyard hook until the hook is at the middle of the laces. To practice, start with 24-inch pieces. Fasten down with a piece of tape for the first stitch; remove tape after step 5.
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2 Fold one end back.
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3 Fold the next end over it.
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4 Fold the third end over the second.
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5 Fold the fourth end over the third and under the loop formed by the first fold.


[image: Illustration]







6 Remove the tape, and pull the stitch tight.
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Here you can see the first stitch with the lace still taped down (step 5).
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When finishing a project, you will thread each strand up through the square formed by the loose final stitch (step 12).
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A regular stitch will look like this before you tighten it (step 10a).
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Your finished four-strand project will look something like this.



The Square Stitch




7a To make a square stitch, fold the first strand over itself.
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8a Fold the other laces one at a time, starting here with the second lace.
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9a Fold the third lace.
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10a Fold the fourth lace, making sure to thread it under the loop formed by the first lace.
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11a Tighten. As you continue making square stitches, the box pattern will appear.
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