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  Note on Text




  The sections should be played in the order given but the scenes can be played in any order within each section.




  There are random scenes, see at the end, which can happen any time.




  The characters are different in every scene. The only possible exception to this are the random Depression scenes, which could be the same two people, or the same depressed

  person with different others.




  This text went to press before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.
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  SECRET




  Please please tell me




  no




  please because I’ll never




  don’t ask don’t ask




  I’ll never tell




  no




  no matter what




  it’s not




  I’d die before I told




  it’s not you telling, even if you didn’t




  I wouldn’t




  it’s you knowing it’s too awful I can’t




  but tell me




  no




  because if you don’t there’s this secret between us




  stop it




  if there’s this secret we’re not




  please




  we’re not close any more we can’t ever




  but nobody knows everything about




  yes but a big secret like this




  it’s not such a big




  then tell me




  will you stop




  it’s big because you won’t tell me




  no I won’t.




  Is it something you’ve




  don’t start guessing




  or something you want to




  please




  or you’ve seen or heard or know or




  please




  and if it’s something you’ve done is it a crime or a sin or just embarrassing because whichever




  no I don’t want you to know.




  All right.




  All right I’ll tell you




  you don’t have to




  I’ll tell you




  yes tell me because I’ll never




  it’s not that




  tell me because I’ll always




  all right I’m telling you.




  Tells in a whisper.




  No




  yes




  no




  I warned you




  but that’s




  yes




  oh no that’s




  yes




  how could you




  I did.




  Now what? now what? now what?




  CENSUS




  Why do they need to know all this stuff ?




  They’re doing research. It guides their policy. They use it to help people.




  They use it to sell us things we don’t want.




  No that’s the people who phone up. I don’t answer any of their questions, I just say No thank you, there’s no need to swear at them.




  I’ve made a mess of it now anyway.




  You’ll get into trouble if you don’t do it.




  They won’t know.




  They know you exist.




  FAN




  Love him so much




  love him more than you




  I’d jump out of the window




  eat fire




  cut off my hand




  eat dogshit




  kill my mother




  eat catfood




  yeuch




  just to touch him




  just to tell him




  just to see him




  just to have him see me.




  He was born at ten past two in the morning and I was born at two past ten




  how do you know?




  Mum says




  two past ten




  she said just after ten so that’s two




  that isn’t two




  it is two




  anyway he was born on Tuesday and I was born on Wednesday and you were only born on Friday




  that’s stupid.




  His favourite colour’s blue




  favourite food’s chilli




  favourite animal’s snakes




  favourite holiday was in Bermuda




  what’s his favourite smell?




  Roses




  you’re making that up




  well what?




  I’m asking you




  you don’t know




  I’m asking you




  you don’t know do you go on tell me




  you tell me




  I don’t know you tell me




  all right I don’t know so we’ve got to find out




  you mean neither of us know?




  It’s all right we’ll find out




  I can’t believe neither of us




  it’s in here somewhere




  I know I used to know




  wait




  is it chicken?




  wait




  you can’t find it




  I can’t




  you’re not looking properly




  I can’t find it




  here let me




  you can’t find it




  wait




  it’s not there




  wait




  see you can’t.




  What are we going to do?




  we’ve got to know




  I won’t be able to sleep




  what are we going to do?




  TORTURE




  He’s wearing me out.




  Take a break.




  Do you want to go in?




  I’ll give him a cigarette.




  He’s not ready to talk.




  I thought we’d got there yesterday.




  I thought we’d got there yesterday but he’s past that.




  He’ll get to where he’ll say anything.




  We’re not paid extra for it to be true.




  I’ll give him a cigarette while you have a cigarette and I’ll tell him you’ll be back.




  LAB




  So we hatch a batch of eggs in the lab




  and where do you get the




  from the poultry breeders who supply them to the battery




  oh the intensive




  yes or some of them might go to farms but either way




  so either way they’re going to be




  yes by twelve weeks they’ll be plucked and lying on their backs




  in a supermarket




  on your table




  so you’re not taking the life




  I am taking the life




  but even if you didn’t they’d be




  they wouldn’t live to be old chickens, no.




  So you’ve got the chickens and




  about a day old, fluffy yellow like little Easter




  and you do some experiment on them?




  what we do is we get them to peck




  because chicks do peck a lot




  they peck at everything and what we do is we get them to peck beads that have been dipped either in water or some stuff that tastes bitter




  not poison




  no it makes them wipe their beaks on the floor then they’re fine again and of course we’re writing all this down which chick which bead and how many pecks and then

  my colleague injects this tiny amount of very slightly radioactive liquid into each side of the chick’s brain so
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