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         An independent, creative force in the astrological community for over a quarter of a century, Frank Clifford has built an eclectic career in astrology, palmistry and publishing:

         
	as the writer of a dozen books, and columnist for numerous magazines

            	as a publisher of over 30 books and booklets

            	as a consultant for clients and businesses

            	as a researcher and compiler of birth data

            	as a media astrologer/palmist profiled and interviewed on radio, TV and in print

            	as an international lecturer and the Principal of The London School of Astrology

         

In September 2012, at the annual Astrological Association Conference, Frank became the thirteenth (and youngest) winner of The Charles Harvey Award for Exceptional Service to Astrology – a lifetime achievement honour.

         An astrologer and palmist since age 16, Frank began his data collecting work with Lois Rodden, contributing to and editing Profiles of Women (1995) and Data News. When Rodden was approached to develop software to house the data collection, Frank suggested she call it ‘Astrodatabank’. His own Clifford Data Compendium first appeared as part of the Solar Fire package in 1997 (updated in 2000) and his first book, British Entertainers: the Astrological Profiles, was published that same year (expanded in 2003).

         In 1996, Frank founded Flare Publications (www.flareuk.com), and since then has edited and published over two dozen astrology books. Frank’s own books include Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (2012), Horoscope Snapshots (2014), The Book of Music Horoscopes, and The Solar Arc Handbook (2018). In recent years, he has focused on shorter volumes on the astrology of comedy, love and sexuality, and the Midheaven.

         Frank has written Sun sign columns for magazines such as Marie Claire (UK), Quick and Simple (US), Reveal (UK) and Candis (UK). His media work has ranged from the sublime to the ridiculous: from documentaries on Little Britain and Danny Boyle’s feature film Sunshine and working with the Oxford University Press and Universal Studios, to being asked by The Sun tabloid to locate a then-missing Saddam Hussein! Frank currently writes for The Mountain Astrologer and has guest edited over half a dozen themed issues for the popular magazine.

         Frank also has an international reputation as a palmist, with the Guardian dubbing him ‘palm reader to the stars’. His palmistry books have been published in a dozen languages and his first, Palmistry 4 Today (Rider/Random House, 2002; Flare expanded edition, 2010), is considered the modern textbook on the subject.

         Since Frank took over the running of The London School of Astrology in 2004, he has been instrumental in bringing a younger generation to the subject. He has also lectured in a dozen countries over four continents and given over two thousand talks, classes and seminars. He was a guest tutor on a psychology course at the London Metropolitan University and, when Frank first visited China in 2012, the Press promoted him as ‘the Dean of the Harry Potter School’! At the LSA he runs certificate and diploma classes, seminars and courses in astrology, tarot and palmistry. The LSA prides itself on inviting an eclectic range of some of the most accomplished astrologers from around the world to give seminars and classes. Frank launched branches of the LSA in China in 2017 and in Japan in 2021. For more details about the LSA’s London courses and its new online courses, please visit www.londonschoolofastrology.com and www.frankclifford.co.uk
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         D’oh! • ’ere, stop messin’ about • Absolutely fabulous, sweetie, darling • Carry on • Not a lot of people know that • Cor blimey, peeps • Loadsamoney • Hallo, I’m Julian and this is my friend Sandy • I don’t believe it • Nanu, Nanu • Rodney, you plonker • Eat my shorts • Lovely jubbly • Ooh, Betty • That’s your actual French • Yada, yada, yada • Seriously though, he’s doing a grand job • I didn’t get where I am today without … • Yeah, but no, but yeah • Stupid boy • I’m free! • Computer says no • I have a cunning plan • Suit you sir • Ooh, you are awful, but I like you • Scorchio! • I wish to register a complaint • And it’s goodnight from me. And it’s goodnight from him • I’ve been deaded capi-tane • How very dare you! • My arse! • The Bouquet residence, lady of the house speaking • Don’t mention the war • He’s from Barcelona • You’ll like it – not a lot … but you’ll like it • Whatchoo talkin’ about, Willis? • A nice little earner • Goodness gracious me • Shut that door! • Hello campers • Ooh, I am pleased • Nudge nudge, wink wink • This is a local shop for local people • What have the Romans ever done for us? • Listen very carefully, I shall say this only once • All in the best possible taste • Why wasn’t I told? • Titter ye not! • Ooh, Matron • He’s a noodnick • Am I bovvered? • Fancy a cheesy-pineapple one, Sue? • I know nothing • It’s the way I tell ’em • God’ll get you for that, Walter! • Cha’mone • And I am unanimous in that • You’ve all done very well • I’m the only gay in the village • I’m a laydee • Nice, different, un-ewe-sual • Look at moye • I want that one • Mel, kiss my grits!

         
             

         

         Some sections in this book were first published in The Astrological Journal and The Mountain Astrologer (and fine-tuned and finely edited by TMA’s Nan Geary and Janette de Prosse)

         • Charts calculated using Solar Fire software

         • Caricatures: www.funny-faces.co.uk

         • Cover: Craig Knottenbelt

         • Proofing: Jane Struthers, Michael Nile

         • Data: Sy Scholfield

      

   


   
      
         
            Dedication 

            Well, the in-joke is that, in truth, I can’t tell a joke – I’m more funny-peculiar than funny-ha-ha. My mother would attest to my warped sense of humour – ‘an acquired taste’ was the phrase on which she would often settle. In one of my early school reports, there was a note from a teacher saying that I took things very seriously but she was ‘delighted to see that I was slowly developing a sense of humour’. And all along I thought I’d been having fun. After re-reading that years later, I vowed not to take too much in life seriously. I’d like to thank the friends in my life who make me smile and remind me to laugh more than cry, moan or bitch (unless I mix these with humour): Mario Trevino, Wendy Stacey, Jane Struthers, Richard Chadwick, Dan Smith, Kim Farley, Fran Haydon, Tracie Jarvis, Lynne Beale, Kira Sutherland, Michael Nile, Darby Costello and Richard Swatton. You and many others bring a big smile to my face and to all four cheeks.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Thanks

            For me, the fun part of any project is researching the charts and lives of the examples – watching how biographical information brings horoscopes to life. Before I launch into the serious business of the astrology of humour, a big thank you to those who have helped me put this book together: Michael Nile and Jane Struthers for proofing the text, Craig Knottenbelt for the cover design, and Sy Scholfield for help in checking the data. Finally, my thanks to Maggie and Ola – you both know why. And love to my special Mum, the greatest lady I know.
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         A Kiss On My Opening …

         In an age where politicians no longer keep up the pretence of being intelligent, and TV personalities like Brian Cox are to science what Mystic Meg is to astrology, we’ve got to laugh at something – anything – to maintain perspective and keep ourselves sane.

         Humour brings people together and cements relationships on personal and national levels. But in some ways, humour is like taste – if others don’t happen to share our sense of humour, we tend to assume that they’re seriously lacking in it. But as soon as we attempt to dissect the nature of comedy, the humour in it leaves the building. Instead, we might come up with two simple equations:

         
            Components of Humour = surprise, incongruity, relief, unexpected twists, superiority

            Comedy, as the Art Form of Humour = style, delivery, structure, inflection, timing

         

         I’ve been in talks on comedy that have lacked humour of any kind. This will not do! So, rather than over-analyse the fun out of the subject, I hope you’re ready to have a laugh with me as I share some of my findings on humour and my very favourite comedy quips – guaranteed to be done in the best possible taste. With the use of numerous birth charts (which include some untimed horoscopes), I shall be looking at:

         [image: ] Where our sense of humour can be seen in the horoscope

         [image: ] Astrological signatures in comedians

         [image: ] The types of humour associated with each planet and sign

         
             

         

         As astrologers, we’re always keen to make connections between planetary principles and the world around us. It is easy to make sign/planet links to humour, but do these links stand up to scrutiny when we look at the horoscopes of funny people? We can claim that the Moon might be linked to domestic/kitchen-sink humour or mother-in-law jokes, but is the Moon prominent in the charts of those who possess or appreciate this brand of comedy? I’ve discovered that certain types of humour are linked with specific planets, and funny people do share particular astrological features.

         I’ll be focusing on the contemporary ten planets (the Sun to Pluto), the twelve signs of the zodiac, conjunctions (0°), squares (90°) and oppositions (180°), and the trine (120°) when in very tight orb. I generally use the Equal system of house division but, because the houses aren’t particularly telling in comedy signatures, I have presented charts in the more popular Placidus method. I explored the birth charts and biographies of many comedians in British Entertainers: The Astrological Profiles (Flare, 2003), so I shan’t be repeating many of those here. Finally, if you’re interested in the data/sources of anyone mentioned in these pages, my astrologer-pal Sy Scholfield has put together a file that can be downloaded from my website at www.flareuk.com/doc/HumourData.pdf

         Fowler’s A Dictionary of Modern English Usage (1968) offers a list of comedy forms:

         
            
               

	 
            
                        
                        	motive/aim
            
                        
                        	province
            
                        
                        	method
            
                        
                        	audience



	humour
            
                        
                        	discovery
            
                        
                        	human nature
            
                        
                        	observation
            
                        
                        	the sympathetic



	wit
            
                        
                        	throwing light
            
                        
                        	words, ideas
            
                        
                        	surprise
            
                        
                        	the intelligent



	satire
            
                        
                        	amendment
            
                        
                        	morals, manners
            
                        
                        	accentuation
            
                        
                        	the self-satisfied



	sarcasm
            
                        
                        	inflicting pain
            
                        
                        	faults, foibles
            
                        
                        	inversion
            
                        
                        	victim, bystander



	invective
            
                        
                        	discredit
            
                        
                        	misconduct
            
                        
                        	direct statement
            
                        
                        	the public



	irony
            
                        
                        	exclusiveness
            
                        
                        	statement of facts
            
                        
                        	mystification
            
                        
                        	an inner circle



	cynicism
            
                        
                        	self-justification
            
                        
                        	morals
            
                        
                        	exposure of

                   nakedness
            
                        
                        	the respectable



	
the sardonic

            
                        
                        	self-relief
            
                        
                        	adversity
            
                        
                        	pessimism
            
                        
                        	self2
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