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            About Scripture Union

         

         
            Scripture Union is a Christian charity, inviting children and young people to explore the difference Jesus can make to the challenges and adventures of life.
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            Through a wide range of activities and initiatives, we provide opportunities for young people to explore the Bible, respond to Jesus and grow in faith. Having been established in England over 150 years ago, Scripture Union is now a global movement active in over 120 countries.

            We believe every child should have the chance to discover Jesus. And, with an estimated 95% of children in England and Wales not part of a church, we’re working harder than ever to take the good news of Jesus beyond the church in exciting and culturally relevant ways.
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            Thank you for buying Daily Bread. 

            We hope you’ll find it a real blessing as you delve regularly into God’s Word.

            Scripture Union – beyond Bible reading guides

            By purchasing this Bible reading guide, you are helping to support Scripture Union’s mission to reach the next generation with the good news of Jesus. All profit made from the sales of this resource are used to introduce children and young people to Jesus in a whole range of exciting ways. Thank you for the part you’re already playing in that.

            Get further involved

            If you’d like to find out more about Scripture Union, or you’d like to get further involved, go to www.su.org.uk/beyondbibleguides

            This edition of Daily Bread copyright © Scripture Union 2023

            ISSN 0963-4797 (print)

ISSN 2050-5361 (online).

ISBN 9781785069734 (EPUB ebook)

All rights reserved.

            No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Scripture Union.

            Scripture Union, Trinity House, Opal Court, Opal Drive,

Fox Milne, Milton Keynes MK15 0DF, UK

            Tel: 01908 856000 Email: info@scriptureunion.org.uk

Website: www.scriptureunion.org.uk
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            Scripture Union is a member of the worldwide Scripture

Union international community.

Website: https://scriptureunion.global

            Daily Bread is also available on memory stick, DAISY CD

and in Braille from Torch Trust, Tel: 01858 438260;

Website: www.torchtrust.org

            Printed in India by Nutech Print Services
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            WAY IN

            This page introduces both the notes and the writer. It sets the scene and tells you what you need to know to get into each series.

            A DAY’S NOTE

            The notes for each day include five key elements: Prepare, Read (the Bible passage for the day), Explore, Respond and Bible in a year. These are intended to provide a helpful way of meeting God in his Word.

            PREPARE

            Prepare yourself to meet with God and pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand and respond to what you read.

            READ

            Read the Bible passage, taking time to absorb and simply enjoy it. A verse or two from the Bible text is usually included on each page, but it’s important to read the whole passage.

            EXPLORE

            Explore the meaning of the passage, listening for what God may be saying to you. Before you read the comment, ask yourself: what is the main point of this passage? What is God showing me about himself or about my life? Is there a promise or a command, a warning or example to take special notice of?

            RESPOND

            Respond to what God has shown you in the passage in worship and pray for yourself and others. Decide how to share your discoveries with others.

            BIBLE IN A YEAR

            If your aim is to know God and his Word more deeply, why not follow this plan and read the whole Bible in one year?

            Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised edition). Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 Biblica (formerly International Bible Society). Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton, an Hachette UK Company. All rights reserved.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Introduction

            Drawing close to Jesus

         

         This is the quarter where we celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus our Saviour. I have had the joy of editing contributions that cause me to say, in the words of Christina Rossetti from the carol ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’, ‘Yet what I can I give him. Give my heart’. When I read Daily Bread each morning, and as I edit, it is this drawing close to Jesus in worship that is my hope.

         The quarter begins with a new author, Dani Knox, encouraging us to learn from John’s letters and live out the injunction to love God and love others, a core message for us. This is in contrast to our readings from the end of 2 Samuel, where Richard Trist helps us to explore David’s reflections and actions, both good and bad. In our readings from Hebrews this quarter, Penny Boshoff helps us to look to the end of the story of Jesus, as well as the beginning, and we are reminded again of the wonderful benefits we gain from his death and resurrection. David Bruce primarily explores the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses and the subsequent building of the tabernacle and helps us understand something of what God’s glory means. Focusing on three chapters towards the end of Mark’s Gospel, Tanya Ferdinandusz grapples with a range of questions asked of Jesus, while encouraging us to watch and wait for his coming again while we live in the ‘in between’ time.

         At the beginning of Advent, we focus on two minor prophets, Habakkuk and Obadiah. Toby Hole helps us to see how the situations they faced are still relevant today and how we can learn from their words, particularly as we think about how to pray for challenging situations in the world around us. Before we engage with the nativity story, Gethin Russell-Jones, through a creative use of first-person reflection for the Prepare and Respond sections, brings to life the chapters in Isaiah (52–66), often seen as encompassing the Servant Songs, as we begin to get a glimpse of the one who is to come. The quarter ends with the opening chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, as a second new author, Rachel Hudson, challenges us to embrace our call as we learn about the beginnings of the life and ministry of Jesus.

         So much to look forward to as we continue in our journey of becoming more faithful, informed and active disciples of Jesus.

         Sally Nash

Editor
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         Sally Nash

was originally a secondary school teacher. She has worked in ministry and theological education for many years, including with British Youth for Christ, St John’s College Nottingham and St Padarn’s Institute in Cardiff. Sally enjoys writing and has published a range of books and articles on different aspects of ministry, including work with children and young people. She is a practical theologian with research interests in shame, longevity in ministry and paediatric spiritual care. Sally is a self-supporting associate minister in an outer estate church.
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            SU article

            Local faith heroes

         

         To mark five years of the Revealing Jesus mission framework and Faith Guides, National Director Dave Newton reflects on a story from Mark 5. In it, Jesus calls someone surprising to share the good news in an unexpected place.

         I’m sure you know the story: Jesus meets and heals a man who for years has been possessed and absolutely tortured by a legion of demons. Word gets out and locals come from far and wide but, rather than welcoming the miracle maker, they ask Jesus to leave. The man whom Jesus had healed wants to go with him but Jesus has other plans:

         ‘As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed’ (Mark 5:18–20).

         I can imagine the man was keen to talk about his incredible encounter with Jesus, but also worried that he too might get a frosty reception! However, he does as Jesus has instructed and things go much better than he might have hoped; his largely Gentile community listen to his story and are astonished.5

         This paves the way for Jesus to return to a much warmer welcome, and the eventual founding of one of the earliest Christian communities at the Decapolis city of Damascus.

         And it started with one man simply and faithfully sharing his experience of Jesus on his home turf.
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         Faith Guides – dedicated and diverse

         Each of those who’ve signed up to be Faith Guides has also responded to God’s call to reveal Jesus to the next generation in their locality. Five years after the first signed up, today there are hundreds of Faith Guides across England and Wales.

         No two are alike – young and old, they represent a variety of church denominations and traditions. Mel is a trainee vicar working in New Forest schools. Tina is a volunteer and has established children and family groups at her traditional church in Knotty Ash. Nadine in London is also a volunteer – she partners with another local church to share the load. Mick, healed from drug addiction, now brings Jesus and hope to young people in the Welsh valleys.

         With support from Scripture Union, Faith Guides journey with children and young people, most of whom don’t come from church families, as they explore faith, respond to Jesus and grow in spiritual maturity.

         We’ve always encouraged Faith Guides to connect with young people through their interests, and it’s been great to see how that has developed! For example, Huw in North Wales set up a mountain bike repair shop, while Barney in Kent does creative dance workshops. Rachel in Lancashire hosts a Soul Children choir, and other Faith Guides use drama, online gaming, cooking, nature and even Manga (Japanese comics). Sport is also very popular of course, which is why we have a whole team of SU staff dedicated to this ministry.

         What all Faith Guides have in common is a deep faith and a passion for sharing Jesus with the next generation.
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         New communities of young believers 

         As I mentioned, a while after the man in the Bible story shared Jesus with people around him, a Christian community was established in the area.

         Following that pattern, some of the groups of children and young people who have heard about Jesus from Faith Guides have become worshipping communities!

         SU Revealing Jesus Pioneer Ian Kent recalls meeting with Hannah, one of his Faith Guides, in April 2024. Hannah had already established a monthly youth meeting and was keen to develop it into something deeper and more regular.

         Ian says, ‘Hannah’s dream was of a weekly youth gathering, led by the young people themselves, where they were engaged in discipleship and also mission, sharing their faith with other young people.

         ‘That summer, with the help of an SU Good News Fund grant, she took a group of young people away on a Youthscape holiday. Hannah shared how powerfully the Holy Spirit was at work there. She and her church have seen a huge change in the behaviour of the young people, both towards each other and towards God in worship. Several young people in the group have now made faith commitments and are asking to be baptised. Others are becoming more involved in church.

         ‘And now, Hannah’s dream is coming true – the young people themselves are leading a weekly faith-based Sunday evening gathering where they worship, pray and read the Bible. Around 40 young people attend, and they split into four groups, each led by a young person, who plans and runs the session (with light-touch adult support on the night). Those young people are now inviting their friends and numbers are increasing.’7
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         A nationwide harvest

         Hannah is not the only Faith Guide with such a story to tell!

         
	Fiona’s village church in Cambridgeshire had no children at all. However, there was a local church primary school nearby – they had set up a prayer space, but it needed something to bring faith to life. So with SU’s support, Fiona started a lunch club. Over ten weeks, she and the children explored the Lord’s Prayer and afterwards, two of the children asked for baptism as they wanted to be ‘proper followers of Jesus’!

            	Caroline and her Herefordshire church did SU’s Rooted Junior with a group of local children, followed by a confirmation course. As a result, six children are getting confirmed.

            	Sophie in Birmingham took 30 young people from ‘the 95’ to Christian event Limitless. Sixteen of them made a commitment or a recommitment to follow Jesus.

            	Carolyn set up a holiday club in Southampton which drew over 30 children aged 7 to 11. One little girl went home to her parents who aren’t Christians singing and telling them about the stories of Jesus. Her parents said they had never seen their child so excited by something! She’s asked to join Bouldergang (the church’s weekly kids’ club).

            	Jackie runs an after-school club in Somerset. She took 15 of the children for an SU Go Wild! walk. They discussed why we might want to have Jesus in our lives, then Jackie invited them to indicate if they would like to follow him. Many responded positively, including a girl from a non-church family who later said how wonderful it was that Jesus was with her and she knew he was always there.

         

God is truly at work, through Faith Guides obeying his call to share Jesus beyond the walls of the church.

         What about you?

         Perhaps you could be a Faith Guide yourself, or maybe you’d like to donate to help us inspire and equip even more Faith Guides. Whatever part you can play, you will be making a real difference in these young people’s lives! Go to su.org.uk/revealingjesus to find out more, to make a donation or find prayer points to help cover this vital work in prayer.
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            Way in 1–3 John

            The most important thing

         

         This series takes us through three books of the Bible (1, 2 and 3 John). With the same author and common themes, it can feel like reading chapters of the same book. Not only that, but many believe they form the follow-up of John’s Gospel, where he too focused on the same themes.

         What happened after the day of Pentecost and the book of Acts? A lot! But we only have glimpses of it through the letters in the New Testament. Clearly, there has been incredible growth in the number of people calling themselves Christians and forming churches. However, there have also been divisions and conflicting theologies.

         John represents a unique perspective of someone who met Jesus and was part of his inner circle. He is one of only four Gospel-writers recording first-hand accounts and now we have his letters to continue the story. In sticking close to the words and heart of Jesus, John is as near as we can get. So his words are relevant and instructive for us too. What he challenges should also challenge us. What he calls us to remember, we should make every effort to remember.

         So join the journey to discover how John is still leading people to follow Jesus and how his words lead us too. Discover how loving God and loving others is at the heart of the gospel message and how it can transform our lives.
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            About the writer

            Dani Knox

            Dani balances family life as a wife and mother with her calling to love God through serving the local community as a lay reader and the wider church through fundraising. Her passion for empowering others works itself out through church leadership and as a Christian fundraising consultant.
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            Wednesday 1 October

            God is light

         

         PREPARE

         At the beginning of this series, still yourself to be ready to hear from God. It’s a new beginning and a new chance to come before God.

         READ

         1 John 1:1 – 2:2

         EXPLORE

         If you’ve ever been out driving at night when there are no street lights, you’ll know it’s dark! Lights coming towards you light up the road for a moment but then blind you the next. However, cars just ahead provide that extra light to help you see the way.

         Lights ahead and before you are powerful. This is why the analogy of light in this reading is compelling.

         God is light (v 5) and in the beginning he created light (Genesis 1:3). He has always been the source of light and wants us to walk in the light he gives (v 7). His light is from the beginning and goes ahead of us to show the way ahead.

         This light is not to blind us, but to guide us to walk in truth, to shine a light on dangers and to lead us to fellowship with one another (v 7). If we confess our sins, the light purifies us and makes atonement for our sins, cleansing us (v 7), so we can journey in the light and arrive at our destination. Jesus calls us to walk in the light so we can walk with him.

         RESPOND

         As we explore the books of 1, 2 and 3 John together, ask for God’s light to help you to continue to walk in the light, asking for forgiveness where this is not the case.

         But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

         1 John 1:7

         Bible in a year: Isaiah 61,62; Hebrews 12
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