
        
            
                
            
        

    
	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Amazon 

	Historical Origins 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Carujo

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Amazon 

	Historical Origins 

	Exploratory Expeditions

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Shamballah

	© 2025 Carlos Araujo Carujo

	All rights reserved. 

	Reproduction prohibited.

	Copyright © 2025 

	By Carlos Araujo Carujo

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Cover Design by the Author

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Edition published in March 2025. 

	IMPRESSO NO BRASIL - PRINTED IN BRAZIL 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	

	C257c   Carujo, Carlos Araujo

	AMAZON - Historical Origins - EXPLORATORY EXPEDITIONS/ Carlos Araujo  Carujo —  2025. 

	261f. 

	1. History. 2. Amazon. 3. Pará. 4. Expeditions. 5. Colonization. I. Título. 

	ISBN 978-985-11-2273-4            CDU 34 

	Automatically generated by the ficha.net module using data provided by the author.

	 

	In memory of Pedro Teixeira.

	[image: F:\1 - CLUBE de AUTORES - 2024\06 - A CONQUISTA DA AMAZONIA - 2024\PEDRO TEIXEIRA 3.jpg]

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Immortal!!

	Pedro Teixeira distinguished himself in the campaign to expel the French from Maranhão, became notable in the founding of Belém do Pará, and immortalized himself in the strategy of the Conquest of the Amazon.
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	SYNOPSIS

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This work traces a journey through the roots of the Brazilian Amazon, with a special look at the State of Pará and the complex geopolitics that shaped the exploratory expeditions of the region. 

	 

	The book unveils the historical antecedents of the Amazon, conquest and exploration that marked the world in ancient times.

	 

	It is an invitation to reflect on the past, present, and future of the Amazon. May it serve as a warning and inspiration for Brazilians to defend their sovereignty, ensuring that its beauty and resources are preserved for future generations.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	PRESENTATION

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	It is with great satisfaction that we present "Amazon - Historical Origins," a work that invites a profound journey through the roots of the Brazilian Amazon, with a special look at the state of Pará and the complex geopolitics that shaped the exploratory expeditions of the region.

	 

	This book seeks to unravel the historical antecedents that connect the Amazon to the desires of conquest and exploration that marked the world since ancient times.

	 

	Portugal and Spain, united by bonds of friendship, were governed by visionary leaders. These monarchs decided to divide the world among themselves.

	 

	This division of the globe was not just a mere symbolic act, but represented a long-term strategic plan: the expansion of their domains beyond known borders. To materialize this expansionism, these kingdoms established an institution of knowledge, a school of exploration and conquest.

	 

	We see, in this initiative, the reflection of the spirit of an era in which knowledge and technology became fundamental instruments for the expansion of power and the conquest of new territories.

	 

	The search for natural resources echoes through the centuries. The history of the Brazilian Amazon, particularly of Pará, presents more defined contours from the 20th century, especially after the end of World War II.

	 

	In this book, we will explore the immigration and development projects implemented in the Ancient Amazon.

	 

	"Amazon - Historical Origins," by Carujo, explores the roots of the Brazilian Amazon, with emphasis on Pará and the geopolitics of the expeditions. The book draws a parallel between the division of the world by Portugal and Spain and the exploration of the Amazon, revealing the historical antecedents that shaped the region.

	 

	It is an invitation to reflect on the past, present, and future of the Amazon. May this work serve as a warning and inspiration for Brazilians to defend their sovereignty, ensuring that their beauty and resources are preserved for future generations.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Introduction

	The Conquest of the Ancient World

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This book, "Amazon - Historical Origins," delves into the depths of history to uncover the antecedents that shaped the Brazilian Amazon, with particular emphasis on the precursor events that occurred in Pará and the intricate geopolitics that guided the region's exploratory expeditions. To understand the complexity of the contemporary Amazon, it is imperative to revisit the historical roots that connect it to the desires of conquest and exploration that marked the world since ancient times.

	 

	We can begin our historical journey by resorting to an allegory that mirrors the ambition and strategy that propelled territorial expansion throughout history. Two neighboring kingdoms, Portugal and Spain, holders of power and influence, united by bonds of friendship and governed by visionary leaders. In an audacious act, these monarchs decided to divide the world among themselves, relying on the expertise of their wisest and most loyal advisors.

	 

	This imaginary division of the globe was not limited to a mere symbolic act, but represented a long-term strategic plan: the expansion of their domains beyond known borders.

	 

	To materialize this expansionist vision, these kingdoms established an institution of knowledge, a true school of exploration and conquest. To this end, they summoned scholars from various parts of the world, seeking to master the arts of war, navigation, mapping, and communication with foreign peoples – whether they were allies, enemies, or simply unknown.

	 

	This initiative reflects the spirit of an era in which knowledge and technology became fundamental instruments for the expansion of power and the conquest of new territories.

	 

	Transporting this allegory to the historical reality of the Amazon, we observe that the exploratory impulse and the search for natural resources echo through the centuries. If the initial narrative takes us back to a "Conquest of the Ancient World" in a broad sense, the history of the Brazilian Amazon, particularly of Pará, gains more defined contours from the 20th century, especially after the end of World War II. In this period, Brazil, inserted in a new international geopolitical context, signed strategic agreements with other nations, aiming at the development and integration of its vast territory, including the Amazon.

	 

	Immigration and development projects were implemented in various regions of the country, and the Amazon, with its immensity and natural wealth, began to occupy a central place in geopolitical discussions.

	 

	The Amazonian issue gained even greater relevance in the 1970s and 1980s, in a period marked by the growing globalization of the environmental issue. The Continental Amazon, or Pan-Amazon, became an object of global concern, as environmental devastation in the region was pointed out as a threat to the planet's climatic balance and, consequently, to humanity itself.

	 

	An international public outcry arose in defense of the Amazon, even raising the controversial idea of its internationalization – a proposal that, however, did not find political support in Brazil.

	 

	Throughout the history of the Amazon, several attempts at large-scale economic exploitation were undertaken, many of them without the expected success. Grandiose projects, such as Henry Ford's initiative on the Tapajós River (Fordlândia), Daniel Ludwig's cellulose exploration on the Jari River, the rubber extraction in Acre by the Bolivian Syndicate, the construction of the Madeira-Mamoré Railway, and the Japanese colonization projects, exemplify the complexity and challenges inherent in the exploitation of Amazonian resources.

	 

	These experiences, marked by high expectations and not always satisfactory results, highlight the need for a more cautious and sustainable approach to the region's development.

	 

	In the 1990s and the beginning of the New Millennium, the Amazonian environmental issue rose to an even higher global level. Although the Brazilian Amazon represents only a portion of the vast world Amazon, its environmental and geopolitical importance is undeniable.

	 

	In this context, there is a growing concern about the political future of the Amazon, with emphasis on the dangers inherent in its internationalization. Documents and analyses on the geopolitics of the Amazon reveal that the region, historically marked by European exploratory adventure, is now at the center of attention of the American continent, which proclaims itself as the "savior" of environmental devastation.

	 

	Faced with this complex and multifaceted panorama, this book proposes to analyze in depth the historical origins of the Brazilian Amazon, focusing on the historical antecedents of Pará and the geopolitics of the exploratory expeditions.

	 

	By rescuing the past, we seek to understand the present and, above all, to raise awareness among Brazilians about the magnitude of the Amazonian issue and the challenges that lie ahead for the future of the region and the country.

	 

	The history of the Amazon is rich in episodes of bravery, pioneering, and exploration. May this book serve as a warning and inspiration for current Brazilians and their future generations.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	PART ONE

	THE CONFIGURATION OF THE AMAZON

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter 1

	The Spanish Amazon

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The Amazon, a vast and intriguing biome that spans an area of over five million square kilometers, is not only a natural treasure but also a field of geopolitical and cultural disputes that have shaped the history of the nations that surround it.

	 

	In this first chapter, we will focus on the "Spanish Amazon," a period that, although less discussed compared to Portuguese domination, played a crucial role in the formation of the first urban centers and the political configuration of the region.

	 

	Geography and the Initial Invasion

	 

	The part of the State of Pará that is closest to the State of Amazonas has long been an object of Spanish interest and domain. The region's geography, marked by a dense tropical forest and a complex network of rivers, facilitated the exploration and penetration of various European powers from the 15th and 16th centuries.

	 

	Vicente Pinzón, a Spanish explorer, is one of the central characters in this narrative. In 1500, upon entering the mouth of the Amazon River, Pinzón proclaimed possession of the territory in the name of the Spanish Crown, an act that symbolized not only territorial ambition but also the intention to explore and colonize the rich lands that extended inland.

	 

	The official Portuguese possession, at that moment, had not yet materialized, since the administrative and geographical policy of the Amazon was not clearly defined.

	 

	The lack of a strong Portuguese presence in the region created a vacuum that the Spanish were ready to exploit. This scenario generated an environment of uncertainty and dispute, where the legitimacy of land possession and sovereignty over the rivers became central issues in international politics.

	 

	Urban Centers of Jesuit Missions

	 

	As the Spanish presence consolidated, Jesuit missions began to play a significant role in the formation of urban centers in the Amazon. These settlements, founded under the tutelage of religious from different orders — including French, Italian, German, Dutch, and English — emerged as centers of catechism and cultural interaction.

	 

	The Jesuit missions especially stood out, offering not only the religious conversion of indigenous peoples but also the introduction of agricultural practices, infrastructure construction, and the creation of a model of social organization that influenced local dynamics.

	 

	These missions, which operated largely in the areas that today belong to Pará and Amazonas, were fundamental for the creation of a unique cultural identity, mixing indigenous and European elements. The cities that emerged in this context, such as Santarém, were initially conceived as centers of evangelization but quickly transformed into points of trade and communication that interconnected the Amazon to the rest of the Spanish empire.

	 

	The Treaty of Madrid

	 

	The geopolitical issue in the Amazon between Portugal and Spain was complex and unstable until the celebration of the Treaty of Madrid in 1750. During this period, the Amazon became a point of international interest not only for the two Iberian powers but also for other European countries and, later, for the United States.

	 

	Navigation on the Amazon River, with its vast river network, aroused the interest of nations that saw the possibility of economic exploitation and territorial expansion.

	 

	The Treaty of Madrid was an important milestone, as it brought an attempt to resolve territorial disputes, establishing new borders that sought to balance the interests of Portugal and Spain. However, the consequences of these demarcations were felt unevenly, and the feeling of belonging of local populations often did not align with the decisions made by distant authorities.

	 

	Thus, the legacy of the Spanish Amazon is not limited to a territorial issue but involves a rich tapestry of cultural, economic, and political interactions that shaped the region.

	 

	Amazon in International Context

	 

	The international interest in the Amazon did not cease after the Treaty of Madrid. On the contrary, the region continued to attract the attention of European powers and the USA, each with their reasons — whether economic, strategic, or scientific. The Amazon River, as one of the main communication and transport routes, became a symbol of the region's untapped potential, instigating debates about sovereignty, trade, and environmental preservation.

	 

	The configuration of the Amazon, in turn, can be divided into three distinct phases: the Spanish Amazon, the Luso-Spanish Amazon, and the Portuguese Amazon. Each of these phases brings with it a new layer of complexity to the region's history, reflecting changes in power dynamics, interethnic relations, and colonization policies.

	 

	The Spanish Amazon is a fundamental chapter in the region's history, as it not only laid the foundations for colonization and exploration but also influenced cultural interactions that persist to this day.

	 

	Through Jesuit missions and territorial disputes between European powers, the Amazon emerged as a multifaceted space where the sacred and the profane intertwined, creating a rich and complex identity that deserves to be studied and understood in its entirety.

	 

	In this chapter, we addressed the elements that composed the Spanish Amazon and will prepare the ground for the discussion of subsequent phases, where Portuguese influence will become predominant, but always in dialogue with the legacy left by the Spanish.

	 

	Understanding the Amazon in its various phases allows us to appreciate the cultural and historical richness that this vast region possesses, revealing the importance of its preservation and study in the contemporary context.

	 

	Chapter 2

	The Luso-Spanish Amazon

	The Interlude of Duality in the Amazon

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter 1 outlined the primacy of the Spanish Amazon, an inaugural period marked by the formal claim of the Spanish Crown and the pioneering work of missions, notably Jesuit, in the interior of the region.

	 

	This Chapter 2 delves into a unique and complex period in Amazonian history: the Luso-Spanish Amazon. This transitional phase, which extends until the signing of the Treaty of Madrid in 1750, is characterized by an intricate overlap of domains.

	 

	If, on the one hand, Spain maintained legal-formal primacy over vast portions of the Amazonian territory, on the other hand, Portugal exercised a growing effective domain, driven by expansionist interests and the dynamics of territorial occupation.

	 

	This chapter aims to unravel the nuances of this duality, exploring the tensions, regional developments, and administrative ambiguities that marked this Luso-Spanish interlude in the Amazon.

	 

	The Duality of Domains

	 

	The core of the Luso-Spanish Amazon lies in its dual power configuration. Spain, strong in its primary claim and in previous treaties, held the legal-formal recognition of vast areas of the Amazon. This domain, however, contrasted with the reality on the ground.
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