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Meet Your New Dog


Welcome to Meet the Boxer. Whether you’re a long-time Boxer owner, or you’ve just gotten your first puppy, we wish you a lifetime of happiness and enjoyment with your new pet.


In this book, you’ll learn about the history of the breed, receive tips on feeding, grooming, and training, and learn about all the fun you can have with your dog. The American Kennel Club and I-5 Press hope that this book serves as a useful guide on the lifelong journey you’ll take with your canine companion.


Owned and cherished by millions across America, Boxers make wonderful companions that also enjoy taking part in a variety of dog sports, including Conformation (dog shows), Obedience, Rally®, and Agility.


Thousands of Boxers have also earned the AKC Canine Good Citizen® certification by demonstrating their good manners at home and in the community. We hope that you and your Boxer will become involved in AKC events, too! Learn how to get involved at www.akc.org/events or find a training club in your area at www.akc.org/events/trainingclubs.cfm.


We encourage you to connect with other Boxer owners on the AKC website (www.akc.org), Facebook (www.facebook.com/americankennelclub), and Twitter (@akcdoglovers). Also visit the website for the Boxer Club of America (www.americanboxerclub.org), the national parent club for the Boxer, to learn about the breed from reputable exhibitors and breeders.


Enjoy Meet the Boxer!


 


Sincerely,


 


Dennis B. Sprung


AKC President and CEO
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Well-conditioned and athletic, the Boxer is a powerful dog with an intelligent and alert expression. Known for their guardian instincts, Boxers love to be with their people. Other breeds may have specialized talents for hunting or herding, but the Boxer is an all-around smart, helpful, and active dog.


When looking for a new pet, you’re not considering a Boxer for his historical hunting ability to chase down and hold a wild boar or bear until the hunter arrived to dispatch it. The breed’s origins are fascinating, but few of us today can relate to those dramatic encounters. We can imagine, however, that the Boxer’s ancestors that pinned wild boars to the forest floor needed courage, stamina, and determination—three great characteristics for a protector dog to have.




Mr. Popularity


The Boxer has stood staunchly within the top ten most popular dogs in the United States for more than a decade, according to the American Kennel Club. Currently, the Boxer is ranked as the seventh most popular breed in terms of AKC registrations. With hundreds of breeds to choose from, both rare and well-known, that’s one popular dog!





Aside from being such strong guardians, Boxers are also lovebugs, and they make excellent pets for families and fanciers alike. Their acute senses and sweet temperaments qualify them for various service duties, including assistance and therapy work.


BOXER BRIEFS


Many endearing and intriguing qualities characterize the Boxer. Let’s explore the many traits that make this resourceful and intelligent dog one of the most popular and recognizable purebred dogs around.


 What makes the Boxer so great?


 • Sweet temperament:  A sweet, good-humored, family-oriented dog, the Boxer is trainable and adaptable. The Boxer stands out for the sweetness of his character; a mean Boxer simply should not exist.


• Devoted family member: The Boxer thrives with a family. Boxers love their humans, and they are devoted to their families and protect them like their own. They treat children carefully and gently, and obey each family member.


• Guardian and companion: Today’s Boxer is indeed a stylish companion dog, as well as a guardian. This handsome pup cuts a unique silhouette in dogdom. Whether he’s standing proudly in the center ring of a dog show, in your doorway, or in the backyard, the Boxer impresses everyone he encounters.




[image: image]


Get to Know the AKC


The country’s leading canine organization, the American Kennel Club is dedicated to the betterment and promotion of purebred dogs as family companions. The AKC is the largest and most prestigious dog registry in the United States. It was founded in 1884 with the mission of “upholding its registry and promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type and function.” Supporting everything from health and wellness to breeding standards to fun activities for the whole family, the AKC thrives on the participation of dog lovers like you. 


Help continue the legacy by registering your purebred Boxer with the AKC. It’s as simple as filling out the Dog Registration Application you received when you bought your puppy and mailing it to the AKC in North Carolina, or register online through www.akc.org/reg.





• Instinctive protector: Boxers recognize friends instinctively. Unlike less-discriminating dogs, such as the Golden Retriever and the Beagle, the Boxer does not readily accept everyone as his best friend. When your Boxer backs away from an individual or growls, he is telling you that something is not quite right in the air. Boxers judge character tremendously well.


• Too smart for their own good: A dedicated owner who understands the way a Boxer thinks will have few problems training his or her dog, but Boxers tend to ask “why” before they execute a command—especially before they execute a command four or five times simultaneously. Today’s Boxers need a bit more patience and incentive to perform obedience work.


• Ready to serve: Despite their questioning ways, Boxers are ready to serve. The hundreds of obedience-titled Boxers, highly trained and courageous service dogs, police dogs, and military dogs illustrate the breed’s ability to learn and obey commands.


 • Highly adaptable: Boxers thrive in practically any situation, be it in a family environment, with a retired couple, or with an individual. Because Boxers are so people-oriented, they care very little about their living environments. The Boxer can dwell just as contentedly in an apartment with a terrace (as long as he gets attention and adequate exercise) as he can on a grand estate with a large fenced-in property. He will guard both home and owner with his whole spirit and his whole heart.


• Lovers, not fighters: Many breeders will attest that the Boxer rarely barks and will lick you to death! That’s not to suggest that the Boxer cannot defend his home. Despite all the kissing, the Boxer will fearlessly guard his domain.


 Many Boxer fanciers contend that the breed is one you keep—and seek—for life. In fact, quite a few Boxer owners grew up with one or remember having early interactions with the breed during childhood. Having grown up with a Boxer often convinces adults to share one with their own children, and so the legacy continues.


 On the other hand, many households without children adopt Boxers because the dogs show similar levels of intelligence as young children, and they are often more obedient! Empty-nesters, too, often welcome Boxers into their homes. The dogs fill the void left by children who have flown the coop, reveling in the attention of their new parents. As Boxer lovers will reveal, a home is not a home without a Boxer.




Did You Know?


The Boxer traces his ancestry through a line of dogs known throughout all of Europe—primarily Germany—during the sixteenth century. He is one of many de-scendents of the old fighting dog of the high valleys of Tibet.
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Despite their hunter past, Boxers are full of love and affection. They thrive on human social interaction.


THE WORKING CLASS


The Boxer is classified by the American Kennel Club as a member of the Working group. Dogs in this group were bred to perform a variety of jobs such as guarding property, pulling sleds, and water rescue. For these reasons, Working dogs have been invaluable to mankind throughout time. Intelligent, highly trainable, and quick to learn, these dogs make great companions. However, their strength and large size do not fit just any family. It takes time, patience, and commitment to train the large breeds of the Working group. Other “blue-collar” dogs include the Great Dane, Doberman Pinscher, Rottweiler, Siberian Husky, and Saint Bernard, just to name a few. Boxers today lend a helping hand in a variety of ways, from therapy work to disability assistance to search-and-rescue and bomb detection.
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Meet the Boxer


AKC Meet the Breeds®, hosted by the American Kennel Club and presented 

by PetPartners, Inc., is a great place to see Boxers, as well as more than 200 other dog and cat breeds. Not only can you see dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens of all sizes, you can also talk to experts in each of the breeds. Meet the Breeds features demonstration rings to watch events for law enforcement K9s, grooming, agility, and obedience. You also can browse the more than 100 vendor booths for every imaginable product for you and your pet.


 It’s great fun for the whole family. AKC Meet the Breeds takes place in the fall in New York City. For more information, check out www.meetthebreeds.com.


 


 BOREDOM BUSTERS


The intelligent and active Boxer will get bored sitting at home all day with nothing to do. Luckily, there are many things you can do with your dog to help promote exercise and good health, not to mention the great bonding opportunity that these activities provide for you and your dog.
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To Save Mankind


The Boxer has been used in more areas of service to humankind than almost any other breed. Here are some important areas in which the breed has served:


• Arson and bomb detection


• Drug and substance detection


• Guard dogs for businesses and residences


• Guides for the blind


• Hearing dogs for the deaf


• Police assistance and demonstrations


• Search and rescue/ avalanche and earthquake work


• Therapy dogs for hospitals


• Wartime and military work
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The Boxer can live in an apartment or condominium, but he loves to get out and stretch his legs. Find a safe dog park in your area to take him to play every week to help expend his energy.




Choosing a Dog Park


When looking for a dog park, be on the lookout for the three S’s:


 


[image: image]   Security. Gates should be high enough to prevent big dogs from jumping over or small ones from squeezing under; double gates help avert escapes. Some parks provide segregated play areas for large and small dogs. Each area should be clearly designated and fenced.


 


[image: image]   Sanitation. Cleaning tools, disinfectant, plastic bags, and trash receptacles should be readily available. All hard surfaces should be disinfected regularly; depending on the amount of dog traffic, this might be daily or weekly.


 


[image: image]   Safety. The park should be accessible to emergency services. If the park provides seating for humans, dogs will inevitably jump and climb on it. Make sure the seats are sturdy with slats closely spaced. If the park has no trees, it should have another source of shade. Some dog parks have an on-site water supply; some don’t. Either way, water should always be available.


 


Maintaining and sharing a dog park necessitates courtesy and common sense. Dogs will be dogs, but don’t let your pet infringe on anyone’s enjoyment of the space. All of the dogs in the park should be adequately supervised to prevent fighting or damage.





Dog parks have become especially popular in urban areas where opportunities for dogs to exercise and socialize are usually limited. Many city parks do not permit dogs on or off leash, so dog parks are great because they provide a safe place for you to let your dog run and play. In the past decade, dog parks have sprung up in many cities. These dog-friendly, securely fenced environments provide a welcome getaway for dogs and dog lovers.


 One of the newest trends in the dog park social scene is the breed-specific playdate. Some dog parks feature regular get-togethers where owners of specific breeds meet to socialize, exchange advice, and let their dogs mingle with peers of the same breed. These events are usually publicized through online mailings or breed-related chat lists. Some have become truly gala affairs—featuring birthday celebrations, costume contests, treats, and gifts.


 The AKC offers many great sporting activities for you and your dog to participate in together. From conformation to agility to rally to obedience, Boxers excel at them all. If competitive canine sports sound like something you’re interested in joining, you’ll find further information in chapter 11. So, stay tuned.


 THINK ON IT


 Getting a dog is a big decision. In good health, a Boxer can live for more than a decade. That’s a long-term commitment that you need to be prepared to make. Be sure to discuss this with every member of your family or household before you make a final purchasing decision. It’s easy to want to bring home the first cute puppy you see, but make sure the decision is based on what’s best for you, your family, and the dog.


Don’t let impulse be your guide. Having a dog will greatly affect your everyday life and activities. Once you’ve done your research on the breed and decide to bring a Boxer into your home, learn all you can about what to expect in the months and years to come. Be prepared, so you can enjoy your future companionship with your new best friend.
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At a Glance …


The Boxer is an intelligent, highly trainable dog with a keen instinct for guardianship.


 


Contrary to what you might expect, the breed’s calm demeanor suits families with children just fine. The Boxer’s all lover, not fighter.


 


Because of his intelligence, the Boxer can become defiant and get himself into trouble without your guidance. If you decide to make a Boxer your pet, be sure you have the time, energy, and patience to devote to his training.
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The Boxer is a truly splendid sight to behold. This multi-faceted, multi-purpose purebred German breed—designed as a working dog, a protector dog, and a family companion—is the result of generations of selective breeding.


How can you recognize a Boxer? What features define the Boxer “look”? At first glance, it may be the breed’s head—the standard states that the chiseled head, with its broad, blunt muzzle and correct proportion to the body, gives the breed “a unique individual stamp.” A judge in the show ring will first consider the overall balance of the Boxer, a breed that must be of medium size and squarely built with a short back, strong limbs, and a short, tight-fitting coat.
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The best Boxer resource is the breed’s national parent club, the American Boxer Club.


You already know what a Boxer looks like because the breed’s many features have drawn your interest. It’s the dog’s dark, mood-mirroring eyes, his attractive short fawn or brindle coat with those eye-catching white markings, or that unmistakable mug that’s both intelligent and imposing enough to scare off an unwanted visitor.


It’s indeed the combination of these features that creates the Boxer’s unique “look,” which is all spelled out in detail in the breed standard. This standard details the physical traits and characteristics seen in a specific breed. It verbally illustrates the physical structure that gives the dog his ability to perform the work he was bred to do. That’s where breed clubs come into play.


CLUB AFFILIATIONS


In order for a breed to be recognized by the American Kennel Club, that breed’s parent club must organize and provide documentation certifying that its dogs have bred true to form and free from out-crosses for at least five generations. The breed club then develops a written description of what the dog looks like in his most ideal form. Experts of the breed describe physical features of the Boxer like his eyes, ears, nose, jaw, head, body, tail, fore-quarters, and hindquarters. They also take into account the traits, characteristics, temperament, and jobs that the dog was bred to do.


The Boxer breed’s national parent club, the American Boxer Club (ABC), is the gatekeeper for all information related to the breed—tracking health issues, promoting responsible breeding programs, and maintaining a social network for fellow fanciers. The ABC wrote the breed standard for the Boxer, essentially providing a detailed description of how the ideal representative of the breed should look, act, and move. This blueprint, so to speak, was then approved and adopted by the AKC for further guidance to all future breeders.




[image: image]


ABC in the USA


The American Boxer Club, Inc., known as the ABC, has held a national specialty—a show for Boxers only—every year since 1936. The early years of the Boxer fancy in the United States were dominated by great German imports, and the first winner of the specialty was Ch. Corso v Uracher Was-serfall se Sumbula, bred by Karl Walz of Germany. Entries at the first shows only drew around 50 dogs to compete; in time, the show has grown to attract more than 400 Boxers.





Although the Boxer’s original jobs (baiting bulls, boar, or stags) are thankfully nonexistent today, the breed’s new jobs (home protector, service dog, and companion) require the same drive, enthusiasm, and ability to learn and obey commands in training. A Boxer’s ability to scent (distinguish smells readily), to trot (an efficient movement used to cover long distances that is more comfortable than a gallop), and to work over a period of time and distance, for example, remain things the dog should be able to do readily and with little or no difficulty.


Although the Boxer breed was accepted in the American Kennel Club’s registry long ago in 1904, it was another couple of decades before the American Boxer Club was established and accepted, as well. It wasn’t until the 1940s that the American public began to take real interest in the breed, which still maintains lofty social standing among its canine peers, holding a spot in the top ten most popular breeds for more than a decade.


FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO THE JUDGE’S CIRCLE


In order to understand the Boxer we know and love today, it’s important that we are familiar with some of this breed’s dramatic and rich history. In a time when dogs battled lions, tigers, and other assorted beasts in public arenas, the early Romans chose Mollosus (giant and fierce Mastiff-type dogs) as their fighting breed of choice. They recruited the strongest, most agile and fearless dogs of the litters as warriors, while the remaining pups became guards, protectors, and draft dogs. Boxers trace their lineage back to these ancestors.


Over the centuries and across countries’ borders, some of these unqualified dogs were recruited to control savage bulls ready for slaughter. The butchers who owned these dogs bred them to have shorter legs and heavier bodies—better to keep them away from the bull’s sharp horns! The Boxer breed developed the most in Germany in the 1800s. Historians credit the famous reputation of a Berlin butcher’s dog named “Boxl” for giving the breed its name. The word “Boxer” derives from “boxl” or “boxel,” which essentially translates into “mutt!”
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The Boxer isn’t used for the same bull and boar hunting he was in the past, but the breed still retains its ancestors’ strong build and athletic agility.
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The Boxer in Brief


 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN:
Germany


 


ORIGINAL PURPOSE:
Bull-baiting and protection


 


GROUP:
Working


 


AVERAGE LIFE SPAN:
9 to 11 years


 


COAT:


Close-fitting and short, shiny and smooth


 


COLOR:


Fawn, from light tan to mahogany, and brindle, varying in intensity; white marks on the head, chest, and legs, not to exceed one-third of the dog


 


GROOMING:


Weekly brushing with a hound glove or soft-bristled brush recommended; during shedding season, daily brushing to remove dead hair will help assist new coat growth. Bathe as needed.


 


TRAINABILITY: High


 


PERSONALITY:


A “people” dog, alert and self-assured; basically playful with family and friends, patient and tolerant of children; wary with strangers, but always fearless; loyal, affectionate, and dignified.


 


ACTIVITY LEVEL:


Moderately high to high; requires daily stimulation and exercise to keep his active mind and body occupied


 


GOOD WITH OTHER PETS:
Yes, with proper introductions


 


NATIONAL BREED CLUB:
American Boxer Club (www.americanboxerclub.org)


 


RESCUE:


The national club has a list of rescue-related websites on its site, available under “Information.”







Not Since Bang Away!


Frau Friederun Miriam Stockmann, the woman credited as the mother of the Boxer breed, traveled from Germany to the United States to see how popular the breed had become. She judged a match and awarded a young fawn Boxer with Best in Match, later describing that winning dog—Ch. Bang Away of Sirrah Crest—as the “best Boxer in America today.”


She was right. Many wins later, Ch. Bang Away was crowned Best in Show at Westminster in 1951. In 1952, Bang Away broke the record of 61 Best in Show wins. He retired a content dog with 121 Best in Show wins.


The American dog scene never recovered from the thrill of Bang Away in the 1950s, who appeared on several magazine covers, including  Life, Colliers, and  Esquire! Today you can still hear people in the show ring exclaim, “Not since Bang Away!”
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