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General Robert E. Lee: The True Story of the Infamous 'Marble Man' presents a compelling exploration of the multifaceted historical figure central to America's Civil War narrative. This anthology navigates through a diverse array of literary styles, from descriptive biographies to narrative historical fiction. With its detailed examinations and narratives, the collection seeks to challenge the monolithic perceptions of Robert E. Lee, offering a rich tapestry of perspectives that encapsulate his paradoxical legacy. Through vivid storytelling and meticulous documentation, these pieces evoke a profound dialogue on leadership, honor, and myth-making, setting a historical context wherein Lee is both lionized and scrutinized. Encompassing the works of John Esten Cooke and the perspectives surrounding Robert E. Lee, this anthology curates voices that animate the historical and cultural milieu of the Confederate General. Cooke'Äôs role as a Confederate soldier and author offers insiders'Äô insights colored by the era'Äôs prevailing sentiments. The documents included from Robert E. Lee extend personal reflections layered with philosophical contemplation. Collectively, the anthology interlaces the literary movements of Romanticism and Realism, encompassing narratives that question and commemorate a man's complex identity amid transformative American epochs. Scholars and history enthusiasts alike will find General Robert E. Lee: The True Story of the Infamous 'Marble Man' a vital resource, vividly presenting a dialogue between past and present narratives. It offers a unique opportunity to unravel Lee's enigmatic legacy critically, enriching the reader's understanding through a multiplicity of nuanced perspectives. Whether for its historical depth or its artful engagement with enduring themes of leadership and myth, this anthology serves as an indispensable guide to the enigmatic man beneath the marble fa√ßade.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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After the battle of Gettysburg in the East, and
the siege of Vicksburg in the West, attention was
riveted during the later summer and autumn of
1863 on the campaign around Chattanooga.
Seated on the heights along the southern border
of Tennessee, that city commanded highways
running through the very heart of the Confederacy.
The result at Gettysburg had demonstrated
that no Southern army could invade the
North; the Union victory at Vicksburg determined
that the Mississippi should run unhindered
to the sea. The battles of Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain, and Missionary Ridge not only decided
that Kentucky and Tennessee should
remain in the Union, but they opened the way for
Sherman’s advance on Atlanta and his March to
the Sea, which cut the Confederacy in two and
made Lee’s surrender a necessity.

The War between the States saw no more stubborn
fighting than raged on September 19th and
20th around the old Cherokee stronghold of
Chickamauga. Two months later, occurred the
three days’ battle around the hill city of Chattanooga.
In all these events, the citizen soldiers of
Wisconsin played a conspicuous part, which is
herein described by a participant and student of
these famous contests. In these battles the reputations
of officers were made and unmade, and
from them emerged the great generals who were
to carry the Union arms to complete victory—Thomas,
Sherman, Sheridan, and Grant.

Colonel Fitch, the author of this volume, began
his service July 16, 1861, as Sergeant-Major of
the Sixth Wisconsin; he was commissioned First-Lieutenant
in October following, and in the succeeding
April was appointed Adjutant of the
Twenty-first; he became, in succession, Major
and Lieutenant-Colonel of that regiment, and in
March, 1865, was brevetted Colonel of Volunteers
“for gallant and meritorious services during
the war.” He served chiefly with the Army of
Potomac, Army of Virginia, Army of Ohio, and
Army of Cumberland. He commanded his regiment
from July 1, 1864; and on the March to the
Sea; and in the Carolinas headed a wing of the
brigade, consisting of the Twenty-first Wisconsin,
the Forty-second Indiana, and the One Hundred-and-fourth
Illinois. Later, he was assigned
to the command of the Second Brigade of the
Fourteenth Army Corps. He now lives at
Pueblo, Colorado.

The maps illustrating the text are adaptations
from John Fiske’s The Mississippi Valley in the
Civil War (Boston, 1900), which we are permitted
to use through the generosity of the publishers,
Houghton Mifflin Company.

The Commission is also under obligations to
the editorial staff of the Wisconsin Historical Society
for having seen the volume through the press.
The index was compiled by Dr. Louise Phelps
Kellogg, a member of that staff; the proof-reading
has been the work chiefly of Misses Annie A.
Nunns and Daisy G. Beecroft.

R. G. T.

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL LIBRARY

MARCH, 1911
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The Union Army of the Cumberland, commanded
by Major-General William S. Rosecrans[1],
was, in June, 1863, encamped at Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, thirty-two miles south of Nashville.
It had been lying here since January 5,
1863, having marched from the adjacent field of
Stone’s River. The Confederate Army of the
Tennessee, was, at the same time, in camp near
Tullahoma, forty miles south of Murfreesboro.
The Confederates had been defeated at Stone’s
River, and had fallen back to Tullahoma at the
same time the Union forces had taken up their
camp at Murfreesboro.

I will designate the campaign of the latter army,
beginning on June 23, 1863, by marching from
Murfreesboro, as the “Chattanooga Campaign of
1863.” The various engagements in that campaign,
beginning with Hoover’s[1] and Liberty gaps[2]
on June 24, down to that of Missionary
Ridge, at Chattanooga, on November 25, are incidents
of that campaign, and necessary parts of
it. A description of the campaign immediately
preceding, which started when General Rosecrans
assumed command of the army of the Cumberland
at Bowling Green, Kentucky, in October,
1862, and ended with the victory of the Union
forces in the battle of Stone’s River, and the occupation
of Murfreesboro—would give a preliminary
historical setting.

In fact, a full history of the Chattanooga
campaign may well include the entire movements
of the army under General Buell, from
October 1, 1862, when it marched out of Louisville,
Kentucky, in pursuit of Bragg’s army.
The latter was then supposed to be in the vicinity
of Frankfort, the capital of that State, engaged
in the inglorious occupation of coercing the legislature
to pass an ordinance of secession. It was
also trying to recruit its ranks from the young citizens
of Kentucky, and was restocking its commissary
from the rich farms of the blue-grass region.
Buell found it, on October 8, at Perryville,
seventy-five miles southeast of Louisville. He
drove it out of Kentucky, and then marched
to Bowling Green, on the railroad between Louisville
and Nashville, where in the same month he
was superseded, as commander, by Rosecrans.

The Atlanta campaign, immediately following
that of Chattanooga—beginning on May 4, 1864,
and ending in the capture of Atlanta on September
8 of that year—gives a subsequent historical
setting: a connection in time as well as in space,
to the operations of the Army of the Cumberland
in 1863. By referring to these several important
military campaigns of the war, the reader may obtain
a synchronous perspective of the most important
events in the Middle West, in the department
occupied by that army.

A larger setting can be given to this campaign
for the capture of Chattanooga, by framing it into
the two military fields of the Potomac on the east,
and the Tennessee on the west. The Army of
the Potomac was opposed to General Lee’s forces.
It operated generally between Washington,
D. C., and Richmond, Virginia, the latter being
the objective. At the time the Army of the
Cumberland marched out of Murfreesboro, Lee
had taken advantage of the defeat of the army
under Hooker from May 1 to 3, 1863, at Chancellorsville,
Virginia, and invaded Maryland and
Pennsylvania. He was decisively defeated in
the battle of Gettysburg, on July 3 following, by
Major-General George C. Meade, which closed
his campaigning into the North. The old field
north of Richmond was reoccupied by the Army
of the Potomac, then in command of Meade, as
successor to Hooker. It was the latter who, in
October, brought the Eleventh and Twelfth corps[5]
from the Army of the Potomac to the Army of
the Cumberland, at Chattanooga.

On the west of the Army of the Cumberland,
was the field of the Army of the Tennessee. Its
task was the opening of the Mississippi River.
At this time, General U. S. Grant was in command,
and had his army at Vicksburg. That
stronghold surrendered to him on July 4. Thus
the great river was opened. This left the greater
part of the Army of the Tennessee free to cooperate
in the autumn with the Army of the Cumberland
in the battles around Chattanooga; and from
that date to assist in the Atlanta campaign, and
the March to the Sea, the following year.

It will thus be seen that victory crowned all
three of the great armies during the time of the
Chattanooga campaign. The confidence and discipline
of the Union forces, increased at this time;
the discovery, by the governing powers at Washington,
of those of the general officers who displayed
the most ability; the placing of such officers
in the command of the Union armies; and the
gradual weakening of the secession armies, were
the principal factors contributing to the final end
of the war. The resulting campaigns of 1864
and the early part of 1865, sufficed to crush the
most powerful rebellion in history.

During its long occupancy of Murfreesboro, the
Army of the Cumberland had been somewhat recruited;
its equipment was restored to its former
condition; and it had also been very much improved,
as well as reorganized. During this time
the formidable Fortress Rosecrans[4] was built at
Murfreesboro, so that a small force might continue
to hold the place after the army moved on.
This fort proved of great value during the
Hood campaign against Franklin and Nashville,
in November and December, 1864. Nashville
had to be permanently occupied. In fact, the
line of railway running from Louisville through
Kentucky and Tennessee to Chattanooga, through
Bowling Green, Nashville, Murfreesboro, Tullahoma,
and Bridgeport, formed the line for
carrying supplies, as well as the line of operations.
This line, about three hundred and forty
miles long, had to be defended and kept open, as
the Union Army advanced. As part of it—if
not the whole—lying in southern Kentucky and
Tennessee, was in the enemy’s country, it was
necessary to build and man as the army advanced,
a line of forts and block houses, for the protection
of this railroad from Nashville to Chattanooga.

By glancing at a good map, the reader can
see the immense difficulty involved in the maintenance
and defense of this line of supplies consisting
of but a single-track railroad. The task required
the services of about a fourth of the entire
army. The field of operations contained no
navigable rivers parallel with the line of advance,
upon which gunboats might assist the army in its
conflicts with the enemy, and by which the railroad
could be assisted in carrying supplies. Two
somewhat important streams traversed the field,
or rather ran at right angles to it—the Cumberland,
on which Nashville is located; and the
Tennessee, flowing past Chattanooga. These
run westward from the Cumberland Mountains,
and for very small craft plying for limited distances
only, were navigable within the field of the
Army of the Cumberland. But they were of
practically no use to the Union Army, except at
Chattanooga after its occupation—when for a
time, supplies were thus transported from Bridgeport
and Stevenson pending the repairing of the
railway from those places. There were also two
smaller streams in southern Tennessee, running at
right angles to the line of operation, called the
Duck and the Elk. It was necessary that the
Union commander consider these in his advance
from Murfreesboro, for they were fordable only
in places, and not even there when floods were
rampant. They were bridged on the main wagon
roads, but these bridges were easily destroyed by
the enemy. In its campaigns from Louisville,
Kentucky, to Chattanooga, the Army of the
Cumberland did not have any assistance from the
navy.

In this sketch, it is not necessary to give a tedious
account of the most difficult natural obstacles,
such as streams, mountains, and distances. These
are apparent upon the study of any good map.
But mention must be made, that the Union Army
faced a chain of mountains lying between it and
Chattanooga, at the northwestern edge of which
then lay the Confederate Army. This is the
plateau of the Cumberland Mountains, extending
in a southwest direction from West Virginia to
northern Alabama, and covering what is known as
East Tennessee. This plateau is about 2,200
feet above tidewater.

Chattanooga is the commercial gateway
through which run both the Tennessee River and
the railways from north, east, and south. It lies
near the junction of the boundary line between
Alabama and Georgia, with the south line of
Tennessee, at the eastern edge of the Cumberland
Mountains, where the Tennessee River, flowing
westward, cuts through the range. It is in a direct
southeast line from Nashville. The occupation
of Chattanooga by the Union Army cut the Confederacy
asunder. Hence, the struggle for this
position became a fierce one. It cost both sides
strenuous campaigns, an immense number of lives,
and the destruction of an incalculable amount of
property. Its possession by a Union Army was
an inhibition of any serious Confederate invasion
into Middle Tennessee or Kentucky. The object
of the Chattanooga campaign was, therefore,
the capture of that city; and ultimately, the destruction
of the Confederate Army. Should the
capture of the city be accomplished, but the army
of the Confederate escape, Chattanooga could be
made the sub-base of a new campaign, which
would effectually dismember the Confederacy,
and greatly hasten its downfall. Such was the
Union theory, and this actually occurred.

Followed by the “March to the Sea,” the Atlanta
campaign dismembered the enemy’s domain
and made possible the end of the war. Lee’s surrender
would not have occurred at the time it did
(April, 1865), if the homes of his soldiers in the
Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama
had not been invaded by the Western armies of
the Union; and his rear threatened by Sherman’s
troops. These results were made possible only
by the capture and continued possession of Chattanooga.

After Sherman had marched through Georgia
and South Carolina, and penetrated North Carolina,
with a large part of the old Army of the
Cumberland and troops from other armies, thousands
of Lee’s army deserted, and lined the roads
leading back to their homes. When captured
and paroled, as they were in immense numbers, by
Sherman’s “bummers,” they invariably said that
they left Lee when Richmond was abandoned;
and would not longer fight for a Confederacy that
could not defend their homes. Love of home is
greater than love of country; unless the state or
nation can protect the homes from invasion and
desecration, there is little incentive for its volunteers
to fight for the abstract principles of patriotism.

A description of the contour of the field, from
Murfreesboro to the Chickamauga, would be only
an interminable and profitless account; it being a
tangle of flat and rolling land, from Murfreesboro
to the gaps in the first hills, where the enemy
was met; and thenceforth steep mountains and
deep valleys. But the grand strategy subsequently
adopted by Rosecrans, depended so entirely
upon this contour, that when each separate
movement or battle shall hereafter be described,
a somewhat minute account of the country contiguous
to that particular military event will be
given.
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After the battle of Stone’s River and while
lying at Murfreesboro, the Army of the Cumberland
was reorganized. As previously stated,
Rosecrans joined it as the successor of Buell, at
Bowling Green, in October, 1862. Stone’s
River was the army’s first battle under Rosecrans.
In that, the army was called the Fourteenth Corps,
Department of the Cumberland; and it was divided
into three divisions—the centre, right, and
left wings. General George H. Thomas commanded
the centre, General Alexander McD.
McCook the right, and General Thomas L. Crittenden
the left. In the new organization, the
command was called the Army of the Cumberland,
and divided into three corps, the Fourteenth,
the Twentieth, and the Twenty-first.
Thomas was assigned to the command of the
Fourteenth, General McCook to the Twentieth,
and Crittenden to the Twenty-first.

Rosecrans came to the Army of the Cumberland
with considerable prestige. He was then
forty-three years old, having graduated from West
Point in 1842. As brigadier-general he had
gained the battle of Rich Mountain, Virginia, in
July, 1861; won the battle of Carnifex Ferry,
Virginia, in September of the same year; as commander
of the Army of the Mississippi was victorious
in the battles of Iuka in September, 1862, and
of Corinth in October following. He came to the
Army of the Cumberland with a record of unbroken
successes behind him. He was genial,
and had untiring industry. His heart and head
were devoted to the Union cause. His troops
saw him frequently. He was a lover of approbation,
and had the confidence of his generals,
and the love of his rank and file. The men affectionately
nicknamed him “Old Rosy,” and that
was his usual cognomen with the whole army.
He was a strategist of high order. A study of his
Chattanooga campaign will show his eminent ability,
in so maneuvering as to compel the enemy to
fight in the open. When an engagement was thus
brought on, and the actual combat occurred, he
lacked (in those which he fought with the Army
of the Cumberland) the proper supervision of his
line of battle. He too implicitly relied upon his
subordinates. During the whole of the Chattanooga
campaign his strategy was of the first order;
but at both Stone’s River and Chickamauga,
the right of his line was too attenuated; in both
engagements, disaster occurred to this part of his
troops.
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