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Introduction


Bags are both functional and beautiful. And making them is easier than you might think! You can make them for yourself, and they also make great gifts!


In this book, you’ll learn the most common techniques used in bag making. We’ll use these techniques in a variety of different bag patterns. Once you learn these techniques, you can mix-and-match them to make different types of bags—from a simple clutch to a go-to organizational tote bag—and incorporate different materials and hardware to make completely custom, high-end-looking bags.


While you don’t need any bag making experience to follow along, the instructions in this book assume a basic knowledge of sewing. You should know how to thread your sewing machine (both top thread and bobbin thread), replace the needle, and use a rotary cutter and ruler to accurately cut fabric. If you’re not comfortable with these basic skills, local quilt shops often offer beginner sewing classes. Connecting with a local quilt shop is invaluable— they hire knowledgeable staff, have fabric and other materials on hand for you to purchase, and host events that bring together the sewing community. Local quilt shops are a national treasure. If you’re not lucky enough to have a local quilt shop within driving distance, YouTube has beginner sewing videos that will teach you these skills.


It’s my goal to further your sewing skills so you can have fun making your own custom bags, totes, pouches, and clutches, both for yourself and for your family and friends, however you wish!


Happy sewing!


Carolina Moore
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Tools and Materials
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• Zippers: One of the first techniques we will go over in this book are how to add zippers—a basic but essential skill!


• Quilting cotton: Most of the bags in this book have been made with quilting cottons, but eventually, we’ll go over other fabric options, including quilting, cork, and vinyl.
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• Sewing machine: The most essential workhorse of the craft is a sewing machine. While you don’t need a top-of-the-line machine (especially if you’re a beginner), a trusted, good-quality brand name is worth investing in.


• Thread: There are several types of thread you can use, but you’ll generally want to use 40–60 weight threads for strong seams. Bags are practical items, and you’ll want strong seams so that they can hold up to heavy use. Cotton thread will work fine, but polyester is a great fiber and will hold up well in bag making.
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• Needles: Fresh needles are important for each new project, and for sewing light cotton fabrics, small needles 80/12 or 75/11 will do just fine. You may also want denim and topstitch needles when stitching heavyweight fabrics or adding topstitching to your bags.
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• Rotary cutter: These help you cut down your fabric to manageable pieces. They come in many sizes, but the most common is 45mm, and is the only size you will need for this book. You will want a rotary cutter that locks to cover the blade when not in use.


• Cutting mat: If you’re using rotary cutters, then you need a cutting mat to protect your work surface.


• Pins and clips: These will help position and keep fabrics in place until you’re ready to sew. It’s always helpful to select pins that are sharp, heat-resistant, and easy to pick up.
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• Scissors: A must-have is a good-quality pair of sewing scissors that are only used to cut fabric.


• Hot iron: Another essential is a quality steam iron, which aids in nice, flat pressing and adhering fusible interfacing.
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• Marking pen or water-soluble marker: A fabric pen that makes a nonpermanent marking will come in handy quite often.


• Rulers: Standard quilting rulers are great to use! These come in various sizes, but a 6" × 35" (15.2 cm × 88.9 cm) is a great investment ruler that you’ll use again and again.


• Magnetic snap and turn-lock clasp: I’ll demonstrate how to add these two types of closures 1 and 2.


• Seam ripper: We’ll be using the sharp point of a seam ripper when adding different closures, so it will be helpful to have nearby.
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• Boxed Bag Template: The Boxed Bag Template is a specialty ruler that I designed specifically for bag making. It easily cuts inset corners, curves, and darts, all important cuts when making 3D bags.
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Cutting an inset corner into the fabric can result in disaster if you cut too far. I’d accepted this as just a part of the bag making process, until I started teaching bag making. Seeing my students fear cutting into their fabric without a way to resolve their fear didn’t sit well with me. So I put my mind to finding a solution.


That’s how the Boxed Bag Template was created. Using a standard 45mm rotary cutter, the Boxed Bag Template has extended slots that allow the curved rotary cutter to glide the exact distance past the corner needed to cut the boxed corner, and it doesn’t allow you to cut too far into the fabric.


While designing the Boxed Bag Template, we looked at what else could be added to make the Boxed Bag Template even more functional. We added a curved edge for curved bottoms and curved flaps. And, we added a dart for even more functionality. The template was launched in May of 2022, and sold out in two weeks! Since then, we’ve consistently kept them in stock, and the Boxed Bag Template is sold in quilt shops around the USA and in many other countries.
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After the success of the Boxed Bag Template, I partnered with Accuquilt to make a die that would perform the same functions. I’m a huge fan of Accuquilt, and how their tools make fabric cutting more accessible. When making my first quilt at age 12, I cut my finger with a rotary cutter and needed stitches. And as I get older, my hands and wrists don’t hold up to a day-long fabric cutting session the way they used to. Accuquilt makes it easier to cut fabric—more accurately, safer, and with less stress on my body. And starting October of 2023, Accuquilt has also made bag making even easier.
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