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In "The Mystery of Easter Island," Katherine Routledge explores the enigmatic history and culture of Rapa Nui through a meticulous blend of travel narrative, ethnography, and historical analysis. Routledge's engaging prose is enriched with vivid descriptions of the island's legendary Moai statues and its complex socio-political structure. Her work represents a pivotal moment in early 20th-century anthropology, combining immersive fieldwork with insights into the social dynamics and environmental challenges faced by the inhabitants, thus contributing to a broader conversation about civilization's relationship with sustainability and colonialism. Katherine Routledge, a pioneering archaeologist and one of the first Western women to document Rapa Nui, brings unique perspectives influenced by her background in sociology and anthropology. Her expedition in 1914-1915 was groundbreaking, as she endeavored to uncover the island's rich history while advocating for the preservation of its cultural heritage. Routledge's commitment to understanding and representing indigenous peoples adds layers of depth to her analysis, making her insights invaluable for contemporary discussions on cultural heritage and identity. "The Mystery of Easter Island" is a must-read for anyone interested in anthropology, history, and the intricate narratives of human civilization. Routledge's work not only illuminates the mysteries of Easter Island but also prompts critical reflections on the consequences of colonization and environmental change, inviting readers to engage with these ongoing debates. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Where memory gathers into lineage and the landscape speaks through story, these Hawaiian historical legends reveal how power, place, and the sacred interweave across generations, binding chiefs and communities to seas, winds, and volcanic earth; in their telling, human courage and frailty meet divine presences, justice and obligation contend with ambition, and the past remains vividly alive—an enduring tapestry in which history and myth are companions rather than rivals, guiding readers to consider how identity is forged, responsibilities are inherited, and the islands themselves stand as witnesses to struggle, stewardship, and the resilient continuity of tradition.

Hawaiian Historical Legends by W. D. Westervelt is an early twentieth-century collection of English-language retellings of traditional narratives from Hawai‘i. Belonging to the genre of folklore and historical legend, it unfolds across the archipelago, from chiefly courts and sacred precincts to valleys, shorelines, and voyaging routes. First published in the early 1900s, it participates in a period effort to record and share island traditions with a broad readership. Westervelt, an American author known for volumes on Hawaiian lore, presents these accounts for print culture, placing legendary narratives alongside remembered events and personages associated with Hawai‘i’s past.

The premise is expansive yet straightforward: to gather episodes that communities have transmitted about leaders, families, conflicts, journeys, and sacred obligations, and to present them in clear prose that invites immersion without requiring specialized knowledge. Readers encounter a measured storyteller’s voice that favors narrative momentum and atmosphere over scholarly apparatus, tempering wonder with gravity and respect. The structure is episodic; each legend stands on its own while contributing to a mosaic of cultural memory. Westervelt’s role is that of reteller and organizer, shaping transitions and providing context while foregrounding the substance and cadence of the stories themselves.

Across these legends, enduring themes come to the fore: the moral weight of leadership and the genealogies that confer legitimacy; the relationship between human communities and divine or spiritual forces; the bonds of kinship and alliance; the protocols and prohibitions that sustain social order; and the ways land and sea anchor identity. Courage and strategy, generosity and betrayal, fate and responsibility are tested in circumstances that illuminate both individual character and communal values. The interplay of locality and lineage, and the recognition that memory is housed in places as well as people, provide a unifying thread throughout the collection.

As a work produced in the early twentieth century by a non-Native author, the book also reflects the perspectives and limitations of its era. It translates oral traditions into English and organizes them for readers shaped by different assumptions, a process that can influence tone, emphasis, and interpretation. Modern audiences may wish to read attentively, acknowledging the value of preservation while remaining alert to gaps, simplifications, or romanticization that sometimes accompany mediation. Approached with care, it serves both as a historical artifact of collecting and retelling practices and as a doorway into deeper engagement with the living traditions from which these legends arise.

For contemporary readers, the collection offers more than antiquarian interest. Its narratives invite reflection on stewardship of place, the ethics of power, the resilience of culture under pressure, and the responsibilities that accompany inheritance. In an age concerned with sustainability, community well-being, and historical understanding, these legends propose frameworks for thinking about reciprocity, leadership, and balance with the natural world. They also model how stories carry knowledge across generations, raising questions about what is remembered, what is omitted, and how communities negotiate continuity and change without losing sight of core values and relationships.

To enter this book is to embark on a guided encounter with Hawai‘i as imagined through tradition and recollection: an experience at once informative, contemplative, and transporting. Expect vivid evocations of place, attention to names and relationships, and a cadence suited to being told aloud. Read with patience and curiosity, allowing episodes to accumulate into a larger picture rather than seeking a single linear plot. In doing so, you will find a resource that rewards both careful study and quiet enjoyment, encouraging further learning grounded in respect for the people and places from which these legends come.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    Hawaiian Historical Legends by W. D. Westervelt gathers traditional narratives about prominent chiefs, priests, and places, presenting them as a connected account of Hawaii’s past. Drawing on native historians, chants, and place-based traditions, the book emphasizes genealogies, sacred customs, and the political structures that shaped the islands. Westervelt arranges the legends to trace developments from early migrations to the consolidation of power, linking episodes across islands. The tone is descriptive rather than interpretive, allowing the stories to convey their meanings through characters and events. Throughout, the work points to heiau, royal precincts, and named localities as anchors tying the legends to the Hawaiian landscape.

The collection opens with traditions of exploration and settlement, setting the stage for later dynasties. Early voyagers from Kahiki establish lineages and customs, and the arrival of notable priests and chiefs introduces religious reforms and rank distinctions. The priest Paao and the chief Pili appear as pivotal figures who bring new kapu, temple rites, and a reinforced nobility, providing a framework for subsequent governance. Genealogies interlace political authority with sacred sanction, while festivals and offerings express reciprocal obligations between rulers and gods. These foundational episodes show how ritual, ancestry, and law are woven together, shaping the order within which later chiefs act.

On Hawaii Island, the narrative centers on the house of Liloa and the rise of Umi-a-Liloa. The story follows Umi’s recognition through royal tokens and his emergence from obscurity to leadership, set against the tensions with his half-brother Hakau. Alliances of priests and district chiefs play a decisive role, reflecting the balance of sacred counsel and secular power. After conflict, Umi consolidates rule over major districts, organizes communities, and honors guardianship of heiau and royal regalia. These chapters depict Waipio Valley and neighboring regions as political and religious cores, illustrating how a chief’s authority depended on both valor and observance of ritual.

Successors to Umi continue the pattern of expansion, alliance, and rivalry. Chiefs contend across the island’s districts and maintain relations with other islands through marriage, exchange, and war. Battles test the resilience of kapu and the capacity of leaders to command loyalty. The narratives note athletic games, oratory, and feats of navigation alongside warfare, portraying leadership as a combination of ceremony, skill, and strategy. As dynasties stabilize, the legends highlight the stewardship of land and fisheries, the hosting of festivals, and the consultation of prophets. Through these episodes, the book tracks a maturing political order rooted in both tradition and pragmatic rule.

The Maui cycle turns to Piilani, remembered for unifying the island and sustaining prosperity. His reign emphasizes public works, fair governance, and the cultivation of alliances with neighboring chiefs. After him, rivalry between his sons shapes the island’s fortunes: exile, return, and reconciliation or conquest mark the arc of succession. The narratives point to road building, heiau construction, and fishponds as signs of chiefly responsibility. Kihapiilani’s celebrated improvements, including an encircling road, link communities and facilitate rule. Through these accounts, Maui emerges as a center of organization and engineering, where political stability is associated with infrastructure and careful attention to community needs.

Oahu’s traditions introduce Mailikukahi as a model of orderly governance, credited with clarifying land divisions and strengthening peace. Establishing boundaries and fair tribute reinforces the ahupuaa system, aligning cultivation with social obligations. Later chiefs, including renowned warriors and strategists, test these arrangements in times of conflict. Sacred sites and birthstones signify the legitimacy of rulers, while law and hospitality bind commoners to chiefs. The book’s Oahu chapters focus on the interplay between agricultural abundance, coastal strongholds, and ritual centers. Administrative clarity and concern for the people are presented as hallmarks of enduring rule, balancing martial prowess with civic responsibility.

Kauai and Molokai legends broaden the survey, joining craftsmanship, priestly influence, and island identity. On Kauai, accounts of skilled builders and the Menehune underscore the antiquity of fishponds and waterworks, linking engineering to chiefly foresight. Chiefs like Kawelo face challenges that test allegiance and the sanctity of treaty relationships. Molokai appears as a place of powerful heiau and noted priests, its traditions emphasizing the guardianship of sacred knowledge. Inter-island journeys bring exchange of drums, chants, and customs, showing how culture circulates alongside politics. By tracing notable places and works, the narratives connect authority to the creation, maintenance, and defense of public goods.

As the narrative approaches the late chiefly period, omens, prophecies, and first contacts with foreign ships reshape conflict and diplomacy. Firearms, new goods, and altered tactics influence inter-island warfare. The rise of Kamehameha is traced through genealogy, counsel from priests, and decisive campaigns that bring the islands toward unification. Battles, blockades, and alliances unfold across well-known bays and passes, with sacred laws invoked to protect people in times of war. The book concludes this arc by marking the establishment of central authority and the preservation of stability, foreshadowing transformations in religion and governance that will follow in the subsequent era.

The closing emphasis is on continuity: legends safeguard memory of lineages, customs, and the duties of chiefs toward land and people. Westervelt’s presentation ties character, ritual observance, and practical works to the health of the realm. Heiau, roads, fishponds, and boundary markers serve as lasting records of decisions and values. Across islands, the narratives collectively assert that political legitimacy rests on ancestry, wise counsel, and care for resources. Without advancing a thesis, the book’s arrangement conveys a central message: Hawaiian leadership was a sacred trust, measured by justice, generosity, and the visible prosperity of the communities under chiefly protection.
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    Hawaiian Historical Legends is set across the Hawaiian archipelago, depicting epochs from the era of Polynesian settlement through the rise of powerful island chiefdoms to the cusp of the unified kingdom. The narratives unfold on Hawaibbi, Maui, Obbahu, Kauabbi, Molokabbi, Lbbubbubbi, Nibbiihau, and Kahobolawe, amid volcanoes, fishponds (loko ibba), irrigated taro terraces, and coastal heiau (temples). Society is structured by alibbi (nobility), kahuna (priest-experts), makabbabbinana (commoners), and kauwbbbba (outcasts), ordered by a pervasive kapu (sacred law) system. Though compiled in the early Territorial period (1910s), the book chiefly recounts precontact and early-contact events, spotlighting places such as Waipibbo Valley, Kealakekua Bay, Kawaihae, and Nubbuanu, anchoring mythic and historical memory to precise landscapes.

The first major historical frame is Polynesian voyaging and settlement of Hawaibbi, dated by scholarship roughly to 80000 CE, in multiple waves from the Society Islands, Tahiti, and possibly the Marquesas. Double-hulled canoes navigated by stars, swells, and birds brought plants, animals, and chiefly lineages. Traditions central to the book include Pabbaob9s arrival (often placed to the 13th century) introducing new kapu and elevating the Pili dynasty on Hawaibbi Island, and the voyages of Mobboikeha and Lbbaabba-mai-kahiki between Tahiti and Kauabbi. Westervelt recounts these migrations to explain genealogical legitimacy, sacred law, and the Makahiki cult of Lono, grounding legendary protagonists in remembered transoceanic networks.

The kapu system and the heiau-centered ritual order define the second historical frame. Alibbi nui (high chiefs) governed through kapu regulating resource use, gendered spaces, and ritual purity, enforced by kahuna and konohiki (land stewards). Luakini heiau hosted state rites, including human sacrifice in times of war. Figures such as Lbbliloa (15th century) and bbUmi-a-Lbbliloa (early 16th century) are pivotal: bbUmib9s riseafter presenting Lbbliloab9s tokens to prove royal descent and overthrowing his half-brother Hbbbbkauillustrates dynastic consolidation on Hawaibbi Island. Westerveltb9s retellings, informed by David Malo and Samuel Kamakau, detail ritual building, chiefly law, and warfare, showing how sacred authority underpinned political power.

Kamehameha Ib9s unification (178210) is a central historical event shaping the work. After the battle of Mokubbbbohai (1782) in Kona, Kamehameha consolidated Kona, Kohala, and Hbbabbmbbbbabba. Access to firearms and advisors John Young (Olohana) and Isaac Davis, following the 1790 Fair American incident, transformed warfare. Victories at Kepaniwai in bbbbibbao Valley, Maui (1790), and Nubbuanu on Obbahu (1795) broke rival coalitions; in 1810, Kauabbib9s Kaumualibbbbi ceded authority peacefully. Kamehameha built Pubbukoholbba Heiau at Kawaihae (179091), dedicating it to K6bk01bbilimoku; the sacrifice of Kebboua Kuahubbula in 1791 signaled the consolidation of Hawaibbi Island. Westervelt interweaves prophecies, temple-building, and battles, presenting unification as the fulfillment of divine mandate.

The arrival of Captain James Cook in 1778 at Waimea, Kauabbi, and wintering at Kealakekua Bay (177879), where he was killed on 14 February 1779, inaugurated persistent contact. Subsequent decades saw the sandalwood trade (c. 1790s20s), conscription of labor, and indebtedness of chiefs, while epidemicsfrom the mabbi bbokubbbbu of 1804 to measles (1848) and smallpox (1853)sharply reduced the population; the kingdomb9s 1853 census counted roughly 73,000 people. Westervelt frames legends of Lono and Makahiki to contextualize initial misunderstandings of Cook, and he situates Kamehamehab9s rise within this altered military and economic landscape, where foreign technology, trade, and disease radically reshaped chiefly politics.

The bbabbbbi noa of 1819 and the missionary era constitute a profound pivot. Kamehameha II (Liholiho), with Kabbahumanu and Kebbop6bolani, broke kapu by dining across gender lines, ordered temple dismantling, and defeated Kekuaokalani at the Battle of Kuamobbbo (December 1819). The first Protestant mission arrived at Kailua-Kona in April 1820; a Hawaiian alphabet (1820s), the first press (1822), Lahainaluna Seminary (1831), and Hawaiian-language newspapers (from 1834) fostered mass literacy. Scholars David Malo (d. 1853), Samuel Kamakau (181576), and Abraham Fornander (181287) recorded traditions that Westervelt mined, alongside kupuna informants, to render chiefly cycles (e.g., bbUmi, Lonoikamakahiki) intelligible to English-language readers.

Nineteenth-century political upheavals form the bookb9s backdrop as preservationist impulse. The Great Mbbbahele (1848) and Kuleana Act (1850) transformed land tenure, enabling alienation to plantations and mercantile houses. The 1887 bbBayonet Constitutionbc curtailed monarchical power; a U.S.-backed committee overthrew Queen Lilibbuokalani in January 1893. Annexation followed via the Newlands Resolution (1898), and the Organic Act (1900) created the Territory of Hawaibbi; an 1896 statute enforced English-only schooling. Living in Honolulu from the late nineteenth century, W. D. Westervelt (184939) authored Hawaiian Historical Legends in the 1910s, channeling Malo, Kamakau, Kepelino, and Fornander to safeguard oral histories amid dispossession and language suppression, even as his framings reflected colonial-era assumptions.

As social and political critique, the book amplifies indigenous governance, resource stewardship, and law to expose what was imperiled by annexation, privatization, and cultural suppression. By foregrounding alibbi obligation to the makabbabbinana, the sanctity of heiau, and collective practices like fishpond management, the narratives implicitly contrast communal reciprocity with debt-peonage and plantation capitalism. The cycles of bbUmi, Lonoikamakahiki, and Kamehameha valorize accountability and sacred restraint while recording the trauma of contact, epidemic, and legal rupture. Although shaped by missionary-era ethnography and occasional paternalism, the compilation functions as a counter-archive, critiquing erasure, class stratification, and the loss of political sovereignty by insisting on historical memory.
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From mist to sunshine—from fabled gods to a constitution and legislature as a Territory of the United States—this is the outline of the stories told in the present volume. This outline is thoroughly Hawaiian in the method of presentation. The old people rehearsed stories depending upon stories told before. They cared very little for dates. This is a book of stories related to each other.

Veiled by the fogs of imagination are many interesting facts concerning kings and chiefs which have been passed over untouched—such as the voyages of the vikings of the Pacific, who left names and legends around the islands. For instance, Hilo, in the island of Hawaii, is named after Whiro, a noted viking who sailed through many island groups with his brother, Punga, after whom the district of Puna is named. Ka-kuhi-hewa, ruler of Oahu, was the King Arthur of the Hawaiians, with a band of noted chiefs around his poi-bowl. Umi was a remarkable king of the island Hawaii. Many individual incidents of these persons are yet to be related.

The Hawaiian language papers since 1835, Fornander’s Polynesian Researches, and many of the old Hawaiians have been of great assistance in searching for these “fragments of Hawaiian history,” now set forth in this book.

W.D. W. [8]
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In reading Hawaiian words do not end a syllable with a consonant, and pronounce all vowels as if they were Italian or French.





	a =
	a in father.



	e =
	e in they.



	i =
	i in pin.



	o =
	o in hold.



	u =
	oo in spoon.







This is a fairly good rule for the pronunciation of all Polynesian words. [9]
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Among the really ancient ancestors of the Hawaiian chiefs, Maui is one of the most interesting. His name is found in different places in the high chief genealogy. He belonged to the mist land of time. He was one of the Polynesian demi-gods. He was possessed of supernatural power and made use of all manner of enchantments. In New Zealand antiquity he was said to have aided other gods in the creation of man.

Nevertheless he was very human. He lived in thatched houses, had wives and children, and was scolded by the women for not properly supporting his family. Yet he continually worked for the good of men. His mischievous pranks would make him another Mercury living in any age before the beginning of the Christian era.

When Maui was born his mother, not caring for him, cut off a lock of her hair, tied it around him and cast him into the sea. In this way the name came to him, Maui-Tiki-Tiki[1], “Maui formed in the topknot.”

The waters bore him safely. Jellyfish enwrapped him and mothered him. The god of the [14]seas protected him. He was carried to the god’s house and hung up in the roof that he might feel the warm air of the fire and be cherished into life.

When he was old enough he came to his relations while they were at home, dancing and making merry. Little Maui crept in and sat down behind his brothers. His mother called the children and found a strange child, who soon proved that he was her son. Some of the brothers were jealous, but the eldest addressed the others as follows:

“Never mind; let him be our dear brother. In the days of peace remember the proverb, ‘When you are on friendly terms, settle your disputes in a friendly way; when you are at war, you must redress your injuries by violence.’ It is better for us, brothers, to be kind to other people.[1q] These are the ways by which men gain influence—by labouring for abundance of food to feed others, by collecting property to give to others, and by similar means by which you promote the good of others.”

Thus, according to the New Zealand story related by Sir George Grey, Maui was received in his home.

Maui’s home in Hawaii was for a long time enveloped in darkness. According to some legends the skies pressed so closely and so heavily upon the earth that when the plants began to grow all the leaves were necessarily flat. According to other legends the plants had to push up the clouds a little, and thus the leaves flattened out into larger [15]surface, so that they could better drive the skies back. Thus the leaves became flat and have so remained through all the days of mankind. The plants lifted the sky inch by inch until men were able to crawl about between the heavens and the earth, thus passing from place to place and visiting one another. After a long time Maui came to a woman and said: “Give me a drink from your gourd calabash and I will push the heavens higher.” The woman handed the gourd to him. When he had taken a deep draught he braced himself against the clouds and lifted them to the height of the trees. Again he hoisted the sky and carried it to the tops of the mountains; then, with great exertion, he thrust it up to the place it now occupies. Nevertheless, dark clouds many times hang low along the great mountains and descend in heavy rains, but they dare not stay, lest Maui, the strong, come and hurl them so far away that they cannot come back again.

The Manahiki Islanders say that Maui desired to separate the sky from the earth. His father, Ru, was the supporter of the heavens. Maui persuaded him to assist in lifting the burden. They crowded it and bent it upward. They were able to stand with the sky resting on their shoulders. They heaved against the bending mass and it receded rapidly. They quickly put the palms of their hands under it, then the tips of their fingers, and it retreated farther and farther. At last, drawing [16]themselves out to gigantic proportions, they pushed the entire heavens up to the very lofty position which they have ever since occupied.

On the island Hawaii, in a cave under a waterfall, dwelt Hina-of-the-fire, the mother of Maui.

From this home Maui crossed to the island Maui, climbed a great mountain, threw ropes made from fibres of plants around the sun’s legs, pulled off many and then compelled the swift traveller of the heavens to go slowly on its way that men might have longer and better days.

Maui’s home, at the best, was only a sorry affair. Gods and demi-gods lived in caves and small grass houses. The thatch rapidly rotted and required continual renewal. In a very short time the heavy rains beat through the decaying roof. The home was without windows or doors, save as low openings in the ends or sides allowed entrance to those willing to crawl through. Here Maui lived on edible roots and fruits and raw fish, knowing little about cooked food, for the art of fire-making was not yet known.

By and by Maui learned to make fire by rubbing sticks together.

A family of mud hens, worshipped by some of the Hawaiians in later years, understood the art of fire-making.

From the sea Maui and his brothers saw fire burning on a mountain side but it was always put entirely out when they hastened to the spot. [17]

Maui proposed to his brothers that they go fishing, leaving him to watch the birds. But the Alae counted the fishermen and refused to build a fire for the hidden one who was watching them. They said among themselves, “There are three in the boat and we know not where the other one is, we will make no fire to-day.”

So the experiment failed again and again. If one or two remained or if all waited on the land there would be no fire—but the dawn which saw the four brothers in the boat, saw also the fire on the land.

Finally Maui rolled some kapa cloth together and stuck it up in one end of the canoe so that it would look like a man. He then concealed himself near the haunt of the mud-hens, while his brothers went out fishing. The birds counted the figures in the boat and then started to build a heap of wood for the fire.

Maui was impatient—and just as an old bird began to select sticks with which to make the flames he leaped swiftly out and caught her and held her prisoner. He forgot for a moment that he wanted the secret of fire-making. In his anger against the wise bird his first impulse was to taunt her and then kill her for hiding the secret of fire.

But the bird cried out: “If you are the death of me—my secret will perish also—and you cannot have fire.” [18]

Maui then promised to spare her life if she would tell him what to do.

Then came a contest of wits. The bird told the demi-god to rub the stalks of water plants together. He guarded the bird and tried the plants. Then she told him to rub reeds together—but they bent and broke and he could make no fire. He twisted her neck until she was half dead—then she cried out: “I have hidden the fire in a green stick.”

Maui worked hard but not a spark of fire appeared. Again he caught his prisoner by the head and wrung her neck, and she named a kind of dry wood. Maui rubbed the sticks together but they only became warm. The twisting process was resumed—and repeated until the mud-hen was almost dead—and Maui had tried tree after tree. At last Maui found fire. Then as the flames rose he said: “There is one more thing to rub.” He took a fire stick and rubbed the top of the head of his prisoner until the feathers fell off and the raw flesh appeared. Thus the Hawaiian mud-hen and her descendants have ever since had bald heads, and the Hawaiians have had the secret of fire-making.

Maui was a great discoverer of islands. Among other groups he “fished up from the ocean” New Zealand and the Hawaiian Islands with a magic hook. One by one he pulled them to himself out of the deep waters. He discovered them.

Thus Maui raised the sky, lassoed the sun, found fire and made the earth habitable for man. [19]
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The story of Maui seeking immortality for the human race is one of the finest myths in the world. For pure imagination and pathos it is difficult to find any tale from Grecian or Latin literature to compare with it. In Greek and Roman fables gods suffered for other gods, and yet none were surrounded with such absolutely mythical experiences as those through which the demi-god Maui of the Pacific ocean passed when he entered the gates of death with the hope of winning immortality for mankind. The really remarkable group of legends which cluster around Maui is well concluded by the story of his unselfish and heroic battle with death.
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