
        
            
                
            
        

    
	

	 PURPOSE OF THIS WORK

	This book, like the others I have published, aims to lead people to become better, to love God above all else and their neighbor as themselves. My works are not intended to entertain, but to provoke reflection on our existence. In God there is an answer for everything, but the journey to knowledge is gradual, and we will not reach answers for everything because our minds do not have enough free space to support them. But in this book, you will find some answers to some of the dilemmas of our existence.
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	INTRODUCTION

	The God of the Bible is Yahweh, appearing 6,828 times in the Old Testament manuscripts, translated in Portuguese Bibles as Lord. A comparative study of God's attributes indicates that He is triune. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three distinct persons, and within a composite unity, they form one God. Numerous pieces of evidence in the universe reveal to us that there is an Almighty Being who created and sustains the universe. This God accompanies all the events of history and even the personal lives of each human being. He wants to draw closer to us; we only need to reach Him. This book reveals the characteristics of God and shows that Jesus Christ was God who took on the form of a man and dwelt among us.

	Theology is the study of God. It is true that, due to His immensity, man will never comprehend God's infinity, eternity, and all-powerful nature. However, the Lord God left us the Bible as a collection of books that reveals part of God's character, enough to make us love and fear Him. God has not forgotten humanity, and He wants to restore us so that we can live eternally with Him; we simply need to recognize His sovereignty. God is the essence of light, truth, justice, perfection, and all spiritual virtues. Our sins and corrupt nature are the greatest obstacles preventing us from communing with Him.

	Everything comes from God, and at the end of history, everything must return to God. Those who did not conform to His purity, fear Him by keeping His commandments, or demonstrate love for the eternal God will be banished from the universe. Earth is the scene of a cosmic conflict. We have no information that any other conflict has occurred anywhere in the universe other than the one led by Lucifer before the existence of mankind. This book aims to decipher some aspects of the Almighty's character.

	In this conflict between Good and Evil, mankind has free will to choose God and Good, or Evil and Satan. God is all-powerful; he's just giving us a free hand to see how far rebellion will go. There's no danger of God losing his throne and universal sovereignty. The Devil, or Satan, is a local and insignificant enemy; his domain is limited and confined to planet Earth.

	THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

	The year was 1985, I was sixteen years old, and in November of that year I had the most spectacular experience of my life. I saw God.

	I don't know why, but God wanted to appear to me for more than an hour. I know that I was never the holiest man on earth, I had no religious or pious attributes, or any act of merit that could justify that privilege. Today, in the year 2016, 31 years have passed, and to this day, I have never had a more glorious sensation than that, I have never experienced joy in life that could rival the vision of God. I felt like I was going to explode, it was something indescribable. Money, a house, a car, a woman, success, a profession, recognition, diplomas, nothing, absolutely nothing can compare to having a personal experience with God.

	I don't usually use my experience as the basis for a thesis. Because regardless of whether I have seen God or not, He exists. Millions and millions of Christians throughout history have not had an experience like the one I had, and yet many were more faithful and devoted Christians to the Lord than I. My experience serves me exclusively, it is as if I felt God saying to me throughout these years: “You have seen what the kings and queens of this world could not have, and you, what do you do with it?”

	1 - THE EXPERIMENTAL ARGUMENT

	Moses and the prophets are nowhere represented as thinkers reflecting on the invisible, forming conclusions about it; or reaching elevated concepts of divinity. The invisible manifests itself and they know it.

	Man's experience with God is in practice the most convincing argument; we have seen thousands of people converted to God who had an experience with Him. This argument has made more Christians than any collection of theology.
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	An example of this we saw in the 1980s, when a Muslim woman from North Africa, while reading the Quran and the Holy Scriptures, trying to find which was the true book of God, prayed, asking God, the true God, to show her which of those two books was the true word of God. After praying intensely, she heard a voice tell her: “In that book where I am called father, this is my book.” She no longer had any doubts, because this is the way God reveals himself in the Scriptures, especially in the New Covenant. In it, God is called father several times. That woman was willing to suffer the social consequences, but now she was convinced of the true God.. 
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	Pray intensely and seek God and He will appear to you.

	We can hear what agnostics or atheists want to ask, as did Bertrand Russell, Nobel Prize winner in literature in 1950, in one of his books, “Why I am not a Christian”, 1957, George Allen Unwin Ltd, where he asks:

	“In that case, you must say one of two things: that God only speaks to a tiny percentage of humanity – which happens to include you – or that he deliberately says things that are not true, when he speaks to the conscience of savages”.

	We answer – God has spoken directly to few, but He could even speak to everyone if men sought Him with all their hearts (Deut. 4.29-31). As an example, we will cite the case of a bandit named Edvaldo, this young man was captured by the police during a robbery he carried out, and he knew that he would not be forgiven, since he was already of age. Desperate, in prison, without knowing God or having any memory of a possible Christian education, he cried out: if God existed, let him get him out of that situation and he promised God that if he got out of there he would never steal again, under the curse of being crippled if he did. He prayed this prayer in a dirty bathroom, but he had not forgotten God. That same night a police officer opened the cell and told him to leave and never return there. Two days after being released, Edvaldo forgot about God and went to rob a bakery. When he was jumping over the wall, a neighbor from a building next door saw him and called the police. Minutes later he was surrounded and in an attempt to escape, he exchanged gunfire with the police and was shot in the upper thigh, being captured and taken to the hospital. After he got out, he was crippled. Surely someone heard his prayer and his vow.

	Therefore, if God speaks little, it is not his fault, but the fault of men who, caught up in their daily pleasures, forget God. Bertrand Russell, in his incredulity about the existence of God, tries to deny the experimental argument by saying:

	- “But don’t you think that there are abundant records of cases of people who believe they have heard Satan speaking to them in the depths of their hearts, in exactly the same way that the mystics claim that God is speaking to them? [...] This seems to be an experience of the same kind as that which the mystics experience with respect to God, and I do not see how, through what the mystics tell us, we can obtain any argument for the existence of God that is not equally an argument for Satan.”

	See how difficult it is to be an atheist, or to prove the lack of belief in God. The Nobel Prize winner for literature, trying to prove that God does not exist, ends up arguing in favor of the existence of God and Satan, he himself says: “there are abundant records.”
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	2 - THE ARGUMENT FROM CREATION

	Without a doubt, the strongest scientific argument for the existence of God is the existence of the universe. In the Holy Scriptures, the world is considered by God as a garment that he wears (Heb. 1.10-12).

	The universe is inexplicable without God, an example of this can be seen in this story: “A young skeptic said to an elderly woman: - I once believed in God, but now, since I have studied philosophy and mathematics, I am convinced that God is nothing more than an empty word.”

	Well, the woman said: - It is true that I have not learned these things, but since you have learned, can you tell me where this egg came from?
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	- Naturally from a chicken – was the answer – and where did the chicken come from?

	- Naturally from the egg! – So, I suppose you mean that the egg existed before the chicken. The young man hesitated:

	- Well, you see, that is, naturally, the chicken existed first. – Very well – she said, and who created the first chicken, from whom came the successive eggs and chickens?

	- What do you mean by all this? – he asked.

	- Simply this! – she replied: I say that the one who created the first egg or the first chicken is the one who created the world. You cannot even explain, without God, the existence of an egg or a chicken, and yet you want me to believe that you can explain, without God, the existence of the entire world!!! (Excerpt from the book Knowing the Doctrines of the Bible, by M. Pearlman, 1970, Editora Vida).
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