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In "Lysis," Plato explores the intricate nature of friendship and the philosophical implications of love through a dialogue that features Socrates conversing with two young men, Lysis and Menexenus. The work is characterized by its dialectical method, where philosophical inquiry unfolds through a series of probing questions and answers. The dialogue reflects Plato's Socratic style, emphasizing the importance of defining terms and seeking truth, while delving into themes of desire, identity, and the essence of true friendship in the context of Athenian society. This text serves as a critical examination of the connections between individuals and the ideal forms that govern human relationships. Plato (c. 428/427'Äì348/347 BCE) was a seminal figure in Western philosophy, a student of Socrates, and the founder of the Academy in Athens. His engagement with ethics, metaphysics, and epistemology profoundly shaped philosophical thought. "Lysis" can be seen as a reflection of his own experiences within the socio-political landscape of Athens, where friendships were often intertwined with public life, thus providing both an intellectual inquiry and a personal reflection on the nature of companionship. I highly recommend "Lysis" to readers interested in the philosophical exploration of interpersonal relationships. Plato's incisive dialogue challenges us to reflect on our own friendships and the deeper meanings of love and loyalty. Engaging with this text will not only enrich your understanding of ancient philosophy but also offer timeless insights into the human condition.
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In "The Friendly Daemon, or the Generous Apparition," Daniel Defoe presents a compelling exploration of morality and human potential through the lens of an engaging supernatural narrative. Set against the backdrop of early 18th-century England, the novel deftly intertwines elements of realism with fantasy, reflecting Defoe's mastery of prose and his keen interest in contemporary social issues. Through the figure of the benevolent daemon, the text examines the complexities of human desires, the ethics of generosity, and the transformative power of community, a theme resonating with the emerging Enlightenment thought of Defoe's time. Daniel Defoe, best known for his groundbreaking novel "Robinson Crusoe," had a lifelong engagement with societal concerns, including economics, individualism, and the human condition. His diverse experiences as a merchant, journalist, and pamphleteer informed his rich characterizations and intricate plots. "The Friendly Daemon" illustrates his belief in the potential for goodness within human nature, a reflection of his own life'Äôs tumultuous journey and philosophical inquiries into morality. This enchanting narrative is highly recommended for readers who are drawn to thought-provoking literature that bridges the gap between reality and the supernatural. Defoe's unique style and profound themes not only entertain but also encourage critical reflection on societal values and the essential goodness that can arise from generosity.
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In "Lectures of Col. R. G. Ingersoll - Latest," Robert G. Ingersoll, a prominent 19th-century orator and one of the foremost advocates of freethought, presents a compelling collection of his lectures that challenge the conventions of religious dogma and promote rationality. His literary style combines eloquence with passionate rhetoric, utilizing vivid imagery and metaphor to engage the intellect and emotions of his audience. These lectures not only illuminate Ingersoll's atheistic philosophy but also reflect the broader intellectual currents of the Gilded Age, where skepticism towards organized religion was gaining traction amidst scientific advancements and secular thought. Ingersoll, often referred to as the "Great Agnostic," drew upon his experiences as a lawyer, politician, and public speaker to craft arguments that question the validity of religious texts, advocate for individual freedom, and promote ethical humanism. His upbringing in a fervently religious household paradoxically fueled his advocacy for reason and morality independent of supernatural beliefs, making his works a critical examination of faith and morality during his time. This collection is a must-read for anyone interested in the rise of secular humanism and the philosophical debates surrounding religion. Ingersoll's wit and wisdom not only resonate with contemporary discussions on belief and reason but also provide readers with a historical context that is both enlightening and provocative. Engage with this essential text to explore the enduring relevance of Ingersoll's insights on faith, freedom, and humanity.
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In "The Investment of Influence: A Study of Social Sympathy and Service," Newell Dwight Hillis explores the intricate dynamics of human relationships and the seminal role of individual influence within society. Utilizing a blend of philosophical insight and empirical observation, Hillis articulates the necessity of social sympathy as a cornerstone for effective community engagement. The literary style is both persuasive and reflective, marked by eloquent prose and a deep moral imperative. This work emerges at a time when the social fabric of American society was rapidly evolving, addressing the pressing need for ethical leadership and communal responsibility during the early 20th century. Hillis, a prominent Congregational minister and societal reformer, was profoundly influenced by the intellectual climate of his time, including the rise of the Progressive Movement. His commitment to social justice and personal accountability is evident throughout his oeuvre, lending a depth of personal conviction to his treatise on influence and service. Hillis's experiences as a pastor and leader in social causes provided a rich backdrop for the ideas presented in this book, allowing him to blend theoretical discussion with practical application. This book is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the power of personal and collective influence in shaping a compassionate society. Hillis's profound insights encourage readers to reflect on their own roles within their communities while inspiring action through genuine service and empathy.
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In "If, Yes and Perhaps," Edward Everett Hale employs a unique blend of speculative fiction and philosophical inquiry to explore the implications of choice and possibility. The narrative unfolds through a series of vignettes that challenge conventional perceptions of fate and free will, utilizing a conversational and engaging literary style reminiscent of the experimental writers of the late 19th century. Hale's work is set against the backdrop of an increasingly industrialized society, examining how technological advancements influence human decision-making and moral responsibility. Edward Everett Hale, an American author and a prominent Unitarian minister, was known for his progressive beliefs and advocacy for social reform, including the abolition of slavery and the promotion of education. His extensive background in theology and literature fueled his curiosity about the human condition and the complexities of existence, leading him to craft this thought-provoking narrative. Hale's experiences and reflections on both historical and contemporary societal issues deeply inform the philosophical dilemmas presented in the book. "If, Yes and Perhaps" is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersections of philosophy, literature, and ethics. It invites contemplation on the nature of human choice and serves as a compelling reminder of the power and weight of decisions, making it an essential read for those seeking to engage with profound questions of existence.
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Arthur Helps was born at Streatham on the 10th of July, 1813. He went at the age of sixteen to Eton, thence to Trinity College, Cambridge. Having graduated B.A. in 1835, he became private secretary to the Hon. T. Spring Rice, who was Chancellor of the Exchequer in Lord Melbourne’s Cabinet, formed in April, 1835. This was his position at the beginning of the present reign in June, 1837.

In 1839—in which year he graduated M.A.—Arthur Helps was transferred to the service of Lord Morpeth, who was Irish Secretary in the same ministry. Lord Melbourne’s Ministry was succeeded by that of Sir Robert Peel in September, 1841, and Helps then was appointed a Commissioner of French, Danish, and Spanish Claims. In 1841 he published “Essays Written in the Intervals of Business.” Their quiet thoughtfulness was in accord with the spirit that had given value to his services as private secretary to two ministers of State. In 1844 that little book was followed by another on “The Claims of Labour,” dealing with the relations of employers to employed. There was the same scholarly simplicity and grace of style, the same interest in things worth serious attention. “We say,” he wrote, towards the close, “that Kings are God’s Vicegerents upon Earth; but almost every human being has, at one time or other of his life, a portion of the happiness of those around him in his power, which might make him tremble, if he did but see it in all its fulness.” To this book Arthur Helps added an essay “On the Means of Improving the Health and Increasing the Comfort of the Labouring Classes.”

His next book was this First Series of “Friends in Council,” published in 1847, and followed by other series in later years. There were many other writings of his, less popular than they would have been if the same abilities had been controlled by less good taste. His “History of the Conquest of the New World” in 1848, and of “The Spanish Conquest of America,” in four volumes, from 1855 to 1861, preceded his obtaining from his University, in 1864, the honorary degree of D.C.L. In June, 1860, Arthur Helps was made Clerk of the Privy Council, and held that office of high trust until his death on the 7th of March, 1875. He had become Sir Arthur in 1872.
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None but those who, like myself, have once lived in intellectual society, and then have been deprived of it for years, can appreciate the delight of finding it again. Not that I have any right to complain, if I were fated to live as a recluse for ever. I can add little, or nothing, to the pleasure of any company; I like to listen rather than to talk; and when anything apposite does occur to me, it is generally the day after the conversation has taken place. I do not, however, love good talk the less for these defects of mine; and I console myself with thinking that I sustain the part of a judicious listener, not always an easy one.

Great, then, was my delight at hearing last year that my old pupil, Milverton, had taken a house which had long been vacant in our neighbourhood. To add to my pleasure, his college friend, Ellesmere, the great lawyer, also an old pupil of mine, came to us frequently in the course of the autumn. Milverton was at that time writing some essays which he occasionally read to Ellesmere and myself. The conversations which then took place I am proud to say that I have chronicled. I think they must be interesting to the world in general, though of course not so much so as to me.

Milverton and Ellesmere were my favourite pupils. Many is the heartache I have had at finding that those boys, with all their abilities, would do nothing at the University. But it was in vain to urge them. I grieve to say that neither of them had any ambition of the right kind. Once I thought I had stimulated Ellesmere to the proper care and exertion; when, to my astonishment and vexation, going into his rooms about a month before an examination, I found that, instead of getting up his subjects, like a reasonable man, he was absolutely endeavouring to invent some new method for proving something which had been proved before in a hundred ways. Over this he had wasted two days, and from that moment I saw it was useless to waste any more of my time and patience in urging a scholar so indocile for the beaten path.

What tricks he and Milverton used to play me, pretending not to understand my demonstration of some mathematical problem, inventing all manner of subtle difficulties, and declaring they could not go on while these stumbling-blocks lay in their way! But I am getting into college gossip, which may in no way delight my readers. And I am fancying, too, that Milverton and Ellesmere are the boys they were to me; but I am now the child to them. During the years that I have been quietly living here, they have become versed in the ways of the busy world. And though they never think of asserting their superiority, I feel it, and am glad to do so.

My readers would, perhaps, like one to tell them something of the characters of Ellesmere and Milverton; but it would ill become me to give that insight into them, which I, their college friend and tutor, imagine I have obtained. Their friendship I could never understand. It was not on the surface very warm, and their congeniality seemed to result more from one or two large common principles of thought than from any peculiar similarity of taste, or from great affection on either side. Yet I should wrong their friendship if I were to represent it otherwise than a most true-hearted one; more so, perhaps, than some of softer texture. What needs be seen of them individually will be by their words, which I hope I have in the main retained.

The place where we generally met in fine weather was on the lawn before Milverton’s house. It was an eminence which commanded a series of valleys sloping towards the sea. And, as the sea was not more than nine miles off, it was a matter of frequent speculation with us whether the landscape was bounded by air or water. In the first valley was a little town of red brick houses, with poplars coming up amongst them. The ruins of a castle, and some water which, in olden times, had been the lake in “the pleasaunce,” were between us and the town. The clang of an anvil, or the clamour of a horn, or busy wheelwright’s sounds, came faintly up to us when the wind was south.

I must not delay my readers longer with my gossip, but bring them at once into the conversation that preceded our first reading.

Milverton. I tell you, Ellesmere, these are the only heights I care to look down from, the heights of natural scenery.

Ellesmere. Pooh! my dear Milverton, it is only because the particular mounds which the world calls heights, you think you have found out to be but larger ant-heaps. Whenever you have cared about anything, a man more fierce and unphilosophical in the pursuit of it I never saw. To influence men’s minds by writing for them, is that no ambition?

Milverton. It may be, but I have it not. Let any kind critic convince me that what I am now doing is useless, or has been done before, or that, if I leave it undone, some one else will do it to my mind; and I should fold up my papers, and watch the turnips grow in that field there, with a placidity that would, perhaps, seem very spiritless to your now restless and ambitious nature, Ellesmere.

Ellesmere. If something were to happen which will not, then—O Philosophy, Philosophy, you, too, are a good old nurse, and rattle your rattles for your little people, as well as old Dame World can do for hers. But what are we to have to-day for our first reading?

Milverton. An Essay on Truth.

Ellesmere. Well, had I known this before, it is not the novelty of the subject which would have dragged me up the hill to your house. By the way, philosophers ought not to live upon hills. They are much more accessible, and I think quite as reasonable, when, Diogenes-like, they live in tubs upon flat ground. Now for the essay.
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Truth is a subject which men will not suffer to grow old. Each age has to fight with its own falsehoods: each man with his love of saying to himself and those around him pleasant things and things serviceable for to-day, rather than the things which are. Yet a child appreciates at once the divine necessity for truth; never asks, “What harm is there in saying the thing that is not?” and an old man finds, in his growing experience, wider and wider applications of the great doctrine and discipline of truth.

Truth needs the wisdom of the serpent as well as the simplicity of the dove. He has gone but a little way in this matter who supposes that it is an easy thing for a man to speak the truth, “the thing he troweth;” and that it is a casual function, which may be fulfilled at once after any lapse of exercise. But, in the first place, the man who would speak truth must know what he troweth. To do that, he must have an uncorrupted judgment. By this is not meant a perfect judgment or even a wise one, but one which, however it may be biassed, is not bought—is still a judgment. But some people’s judgments are so entirely gained over by vanity, selfishness, passion, or inflated prejudices and fancies long indulged in; or they have the habit of looking at everything so carelessly, that they see nothing truly. They cannot interpret the world of reality. And this is the saddest form of lying, “the lie that sinketh in,” as Bacon says, which becomes part of the character and goes on eating the rest away.

Again, to speak truth, a man must not only have that martial courage which goes out, with sound of drum and trumpet, to do and suffer great things; but that domestic courage which compels him to utter small sounding truths in spite of present inconvenience and outraged sensitiveness or sensibility. Then he must not be in any respect a slave to self-interest. Often it seems as if but a little misrepresentation would gain a great good for us; or, perhaps, we have only to conceal some trifling thing, which, if told, might hinder unreasonably, as we think, a profitable bargain. The true man takes care to tell, notwithstanding. When we think that truth interferes at one time or another with all a man’s likings, hatings, and wishes, we must admit, I think, that it is the most comprehensive and varied form of self-denial.

Then, in addition to these great qualities, truth-telling in its highest sense requires a well-balanced mind. For instance, much exaggeration, perhaps the most, is occasioned by an impatient and easily moved temperament which longs to convey its own vivid impressions to other minds, and seeks by amplifying to gain the full measure of their sympathy. But a true man does not think what his hearers are feeling, but what he is saying.

More stress might be laid than has been on the intellectual requisites for truth, which are probably the best part of intellectual cultivation; and as much caused by truth as causing it. [12] But, putting the requisites for truth at the fewest, see of how large a portion of the character truth is the resultant. If you were to make a list of those persons accounted the religious men of their respective ages, you would have a ludicrous combination of characters essentially dissimilar. But true people are kindred. Mention the eminently true men, and you will find that they are a brotherhood. There is a family likeness throughout them.

If we consider the occasions of exercising truthfulness and descend to particulars, we may divide the matter into the following heads:—truth to oneself—truth to mankind in general—truth in social relations—truth in business—truth in pleasure.

1. Truth to oneself. All men have a deep interest that each man should tell himself the truth. Not only will he become a better man, but he will understand them better. If men knew themselves, they could not be intolerant to others.

It is scarcely necessary to say much about the advantage of a man knowing himself for himself. To get at the truth of any history is good; but a man’s own history—when he reads that truly, and, without a mean and over-solicitous introspection, knows what he is about and what he has been about, it is a Bible to him. “And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned before the Lord.” David knew the truth about himself. But truth to oneself is not merely truth about oneself. It consists in maintaining an openness and justness of soul which brings a man into relation with all truth. For this, all the senses, if you might so call them, of the soul must be uninjured—that is, the affections and the perceptions must be just. For a man to speak the truth to himself comprehends all goodness; and for us mortals can only be an aim.

2. Truth to mankind in general. This is a matter which, as I read it, concerns only the higher natures. Suffice it to say, that the withholding large truths from the world may be a betrayal of the greatest trust.

3. Truth in social relations. Under this head come the practices of making speech vary according to the person spoken to; of pretending to agree with the world when you do not; of not acting according to what is your deliberate and well-advised opinion because some mischief may be made of it by persons whose judgment in this matter you do not respect; of maintaining a wrong course for the sake of consistency; of encouraging the show of intimacy with those whom you never can be intimate with; and many things of the same kind. These practices have elements of charity and prudence as well as fear and meanness in them. Let those parts which correspond to fear and meanness be put aside. Charity and prudence are not parasitical plants which require boles of falsehood to climb up upon. It is often extremely difficult in the mixed things of this world to act truly and kindly too; but therein lies one of the great trials of man, that his sincerity should have kindness in it, and his kindness truth.

4. Truth in business. The more truth you can get into any business, the better. Let the other side know the defects of yours, let them know how you are to be satisfied, let there be as little to be found as possible (I should say nothing), and if your business be an honest one, it will be best tended in this way. The talking, bargaining, and delaying that would thus be needless, the little that would then have to be done over again, the anxiety that would be put aside, would even in a worldly way be “great gain.” It is not, perhaps, too much to say, that the third part of men’s lives is wasted by the effect, direct or indirect, of falsehoods.

Still, let us not be swift to imagine that lies are never of any service. A recent Prime Minister said, that he did not know about truth always prevailing and the like; but lies had been very successful against his government. And this was true enough. Every lie has its day. There is no preternatural inefficacy in it by reason of its falseness. And this is especially the case with those vague injurious reports which are no man’s lies, but all men’s carelessness. But even as regards special and unmistakable falsehood, we must admit that it has its success. A complete being might deceive with wonderful effect; however, as nature is always against a liar, it is great odds in the case of ordinary mortals. Wolsey talks of


“Negligence

Fit for a fool to fall by,”





when he gives Henry the wrong packet; but the Cardinal was quite mistaken. That kind of negligence was just the thing of which far-seeing and thoughtful men are capable; and which, if there were no higher motive, should induce them to rely on truth alone. A very close vulpine nature, all eyes, all ears, may succeed better in deceit. But it is a sleepless business. Yet, strange to say, it is had recourse to in the most spendthrift fashion, as the first and easiest thing that comes to hand.

In connection with truth in business, it may be observed that if you are a truthful man, you should be watchful over those whom you employ; for your subordinate agents are often fond of lying for your interests, as they think. Show them at once that you do not think with them, and that you will disconcert any of their inventions by breaking in with the truth. If you suffer the fear of seeming unkind to prevent your thrusting well-meant inventions aside, you may get as much pledged to falsehoods as if you had coined and uttered them yourself.

5. Truth in pleasure. Men have been said to be sincere in their pleasures; but this is only that the taste and habits of men are more easily discernible in pleasure than in business. The want of truth is as great a hindrance to the one as to the other. Indeed, there is so much insincerity and formality in the pleasurable department of human life, especially in social pleasures, that instead of a bloom there is a slime upon it, which deadens and corrupts the thing. One of the most comical sights to superior beings must be to see two human creatures with elaborate speech and gestures making each other exquisitely uncomfortable from civility: the one pressing what he is most anxious that the other should not accept, and the other accepting only from the fear of giving offence by refusal. There is an element of charity in all this too; and it will be the business of a just and refined nature to be sincere and considerate at the same time. This will be better done by enlarging our sympathy, so that more things and people are pleasant to us, than by increasing the civil and conventional part of our nature, so that we are able to do more seeming with greater skill and endurance. Of other false hindrances to pleasure, such as ostentation and pretences of all kinds, there is neither charity nor comfort in them. They may be got rid of altogether, and no moaning made over them. Truth, which is one of the largest creatures, opens out the way to the heights of enjoyment, as well as to the depths of self-denial.
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