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The author on Sgùrr na Strì (Skye)






Introducing Volume 2 of The Hughs



THIS BOOK IS the second of two volumes covering the Scottish hills known as the Hughs (Hills Under Graham Height in Scotland). Volume 1 dealt with the 100 mainland Hughs and Volume 2 covers the 100 island Hughs.


This introduction is not simply a rehash of the introduction to Volume 1 (although there is some repetition of salient points) but aims to inject more insight into the motivation and rationale for the Hughs list, particularly in relation to the special nature of island hills.


Birth of the Hughs


The Hughs were born from the essentially Scottish notion of classifying hills according to their height above sea level. The genesis of this idea was, of course, the class of hills identified and classified by Sir Hugh Munro over a century ago and universally known as the Munros – Scottish mountains over 3,000ft. Hot on the heels of this list came the Corbetts. This was a list compiled by Rooke J Corbett in the 1930s; all have a height between 2,500ft and 3,000ft. In addition, he implicitly included an extra criterion that each hill had a prominence of at least 500ft.


Some time later a subsequent Munroist, William M Docharty, went on to spend 14 years of his life classifying British mountain tops, resulting in three brilliantly researched tomes covering all summits above 2,000ft and many below this height. Unfortunately, the limited number of copies made little impact on the hillwalking fraternity of the time. It actually took until the early 1990s before an official list of 2,000ft Scottish hills began to materialise.


Fiona Graham had tentatively begun to create such a list, later collaborating with Alan Dawson, who had already compiled a mega-list of all British summits having a prominence of 150m – regardless of height above sea level – known as the Marilyns. The name‘Marilyn’ was allegedly a play on the name ‘Marilyn Monroe’, but the label has never invited universal appeal! The subset of these 1,500-plus hills, which are Scottish hills between 2,000ft and 2,500ft, came to be known as the Grahams.


That was essentially the end of the story; except that the subset of Marilyns consisting of all the Scottish hills below 2,000ft, did not have a specific name. Not only that, but this cumbersome sub 2,000ft list contained over 500 hills. The other three main lists of Munros, Corbetts and Grahams, in addition to having a distinct name, also contained a manageable number of hills; each list has between 200 and 300 hills. There was also no denying that the far larger 500 or so hills under 2,000ft, included a dross of relatively featureless, flat-topped high points, which, notwithstanding their prominence, were not inviting hills to climb. Conversely, despite the 150m drop criterion of the Marilyns, there are many fine hills in Scotland which refuse to conform to the sterile logic of relative height. Think of mainland hills such as Dumgoyne, Ben A’n and An Groban, or island hills such as Bloodstone Hill, Dun I and Sgùrr a Mhadaidh Ruaidh – none of these superb wee hills are Marilyns, but all are classic hills of Scotland, having a good dose of attitude.


The preceding arguments and ramblings had entered my head around the same time as I coined the acronym ‘Hugh’ to describe a Scottish hill below 2,000ft. I felt that there should be a separate category of Scottish hills below this height collectively known as the Hughs, but what criteria should be used for inclusion? After much wrestling and hand-wringing with relative height and absolute height, I was getting nowhere fast and decided to revert to subjective criteria. If a hill was worth climbing due to its character, prominence, panoramic summit views or whatever, then it should be included.


Of course, I was well aware that I was opening a can of worms with such nebulous, subjective notions and that I would be open to criticism from those whose favourite hill had not been included, and from others who wondered why on earth such and such a hill had been included. Despite these misgivings, I am amazed to say that for Volume 1 of The Hughs, I have so far not received a single criticism of my choice of hills. I am aware of course, that any critics out there may well be keeping a low profile, but I hope there are not too many!
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Sgùrr a Mhadaidh Ruaidh (Skye)
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Ben Tianavaig from Sithean Bhealaich Chumhaing (Skye)





The fact that there are exactly 200 Hughs, rightly requires some explanation. When I began to compile a tentative list of hills based on the subjective notions given above, I was genuinely astonished at what I found. Not only did the final count amount to just over 200 hills, but roughly half were mainland hills and half were island hills. So, already I had a list of hills roughly comparable in size to the Munros, Corbetts and Grahams lists, but these were ‘hills of the heart’ and hills with attitude. Trimming the list to a neat and round 200 hills was almost a compelling necessity and interestingly matched further forays into the hills to eliminate a few that did not ‘make the grade’. Additional tidy subdivisions resulted in the final: 50 hills in South and East Scotland; 50 hills in North and West Scotland; 50 hills in the Southern Isles and Inner Hebrides and 50 hills in the Northern Isles and Outer Hebrides.


The Nature of Hughs


In the introduction to Volume 1 of The Hughs, I gave the defining characteristics or qualities of the Hughs to be prominence, position and panoramic views. These three qualities could be distilled into one word: attitude. Further ruminations on this have prompted me to include a fourth quality of ‘presence’. The presence of a hill is more of a generalised term indicating its personality or character and is more subjective than the first three. It is perhaps worth repeating the observation of the iconic fell walker, AW Wainwright, when he said in his Favourite Lakeland Mountains:




The status of a mountain is not determined by any arbitrary level of altitude but by appearance. Rocks and ruggedness, roughness of terrain and a commanding presence are the essential qualifications.





The crucial phrase here is ‘commanding presence’. This is a notion that all hill-walkers will recognise when gazing upon such hills as Arthur’s Seat, Buachaille Etive Mòr, Suilven, Sgùrr na Strì, Stac Pollaidh, The Cobbler, Ben Tianavaig and Beinn Dhubh. The fact that these diverse examples consist of one Munro, one Corbett, two Grahams and four Hughs, ie a range of different altitudes, is irrelevant. It is not altitude which determines character or presence, but attitude.


Not all Hughs will possess rocks and ruggedness or roughness of terrain, but still nevertheless have a commanding presence, perhaps due to their being the highest point for miles around, eg Speinne Mòr on the island of Mull; or for their distinctive topography, eg Dùn Caan on Raasay or An Sgùrr on Eigg.


Of course, there are many hills in Scotland, where the concept of ‘commanding presence’ is a nebulous one. It is easy to list the ones which definitely do have this quality and also the ones which do not. However, in between, there is a sizeable proportion for which the term is a fuzzy concept and essentially subjective. Herein lies the personal nature of the Hughs. The list is not defined by any foolproof, watertight rule of inclusion, such as for Corbetts and Grahams. Just as the Munros are a list of hills over 3,000ft, with no firm criteria for inclusion ie they are a subjective list. Thus, the Hughs have more in common with the Munros than the Corbetts, Grahams, Donalds and indeed, Marilyns. The fact that Hugh Munro’s first name coincides with this list is also somewhat appropriate!


Island Hills


Island hills possess a charm and romanticism which is hard to resist and sets them apart from their mainland cousins. The combination and juxtaposition of mountain, sea and sky so notably manifest on islands such as Arran, Jura, Mull, Rum and Skye can be as addictive and headily intoxicating as any malt whisky, capturing and enrapturing, often for life.


It is perhaps surprising that less than 50 of the hills in the 700 or so list of Munros, Corbetts and Grahams, are found on islands. In fact, the bulk of these hills are on the five islands mentioned above, with a further small sprinkling on Harris and South Uist. Yet Scotland contains literally hundreds of islands, many having smaller hills with character often exceeding that of many a Munro, Corbett or Graham. This is where the Hughs really come into their own, and perhaps nowhere better than the Outer Hebrides, which contain nearly half the hills in this book.


The Outer Hebrides have only one Corbett and four Grahams (see end of introduction) comprising just a tiny sample of the host of smaller hills on offer. By far, the bulk of mountainous country in the Outer Isles consists of hills under 2,000ft. The rocky topography of these islands ensures that a sizeable majority of these hills have immense character and are therefore suitable contenders for Hugh status.
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Beinn Dhubh from Luskentyre (Harris)





Outwith the Outer Hebrides, many of the remaining 50 Hughs are on the five large islands mentioned previously. Another large island – Islay – contains 4 Hughs, but no hills above 2,000ft. A significant proportion of Hughs, and indeed, some of the finest, are on small islands, some with no permanent population. These isolated outposts stretch to all points of the compass and include such diverse islets as Ailsa Craig, Scarba, Ulva, Mingulay, the Shiants, Foula and the St Kilda isles. Just reaching some of these islands is an expedition in itself, making the challenge of the island Hughs more than a mere walking/climbing quest.


Islands, Rocks and Stacks


When is an island not an island? This whimsical question has a deeper meaning, relevant to this book. Some sources dispute the status of Skye as an island, owing to its bridge connection to the mainland. My own view is that it is still surrounded by water, so it is still an island. I would also argue that Eriskay in the Outer Hebrides is still an island, despite a causeway connection to South Uist.


However, the main thrust of this part of the introduction concerns rocks and stacks and I need to justify my exclusion of these in this book.


A handful of dedicated enthusiasts have now completed Alan Dawson’s list of over 1,500 Marilyns, finishing on what are deemed to be the ‘Inaccessible Pinnacles’ of the list: Stac Lee and Stac an Armin, in the St Kilda archipelago. These are two enormous sea-stacks, rising almost vertically from the sea, requiring matchless seamanship and rock climbing skills to approach and scale. Both have attitude in bucketloads, but I have not classed them as Hughs – why? Because they are stacks, not islands. But they are still surrounded by water, I hear people say. Yes, an island is a piece of land completely surrounded by water, but not every piece of land surrounded by water is necessarily an island. If this was the case, then every rock or skerry would be an island, regardless of size.


For this reason, I have also not included the Old Man of Hoy in Orkney or even the Bass Rock, off Scotland’s east coast. Admittedly, this last example may be stretching things a bit too far, but its name justifies it being a rock and not an island. Perhaps its status as an important bird reserve, with associated restrictions on landing and climbing have also played a part in its omission as a Hugh.


Returning to St Kilda, which consists of a disparate collection of six islands, stacks and rocks, after much deliberation I arrived at four Hughs, notably Conachair, Oisebhal and Mullach Bi on the main island of Hirta and Mullach an Eilein on Boreray, easily the most prominent and striking of all the Hughs – and this is an understatement. The fact that landing on Boreray requires permission and direct intervention from the National Trust for Scotland (NTS) and is only possible in unusually calm conditions, at times when seabird disturbance is at a minimum, is the main reason I have not yet been to Boreray. It remains my one unclimbed Hugh but is on my bucket list.


There are still, arguably, some omissions to the island Hughs list which could warrant further explanation. I could preempt this potential discussion by mentioning two other St Kilda islands (Soay and Dun), Bac Mòr (The Dutchman’s Cap) in the Treshnish Isles and the distant island of Rona. The above potential Hughs were indeed considered, but rejected for various reasons, the main one being that, in general, only islands which tend to have reasonable public access are included in this book. Scarba, Mingulay and, in particular, Boreray are obvious exceptions.


The Appeal of the Hughs


The bulk of Scottish hillwalkers tend to start on the Munros, before moving onto Corbetts and then Grahams. The more discerning, however, do not concentrate entirely on one list at a time, but simultaneously work through several lists, perhaps climbing all the best hills first. I don’t know of anyone who has climbed all the Munros but never ascended say, Stac Pollaidh, The Cobbler or Arthur’s Seat, but, knowing some people’s obsessive addiction to Munros, I would bet there are a few in this category.


The beauty of the Hughs is that they have been chosen for their character, views and attitude and are consequently worth climbing. Their relatively low height ensures that the majority of them are easily approachable and accessible, especially to novices and children who may just be embarking on their hillwalking careers. Therefore, in a sense, it may seem more logical to be introduced to the hills by climbing a few Hughs, rather than starting on Munros.


Indeed, my own introduction to hillwalking was on a lowly coastal hill in Ayrshire, standing proudly above Carleton Crescent, a row of holiday bungalows near the village of Lendalfoot, just south of Girvan. Blissful childhood holidays were spent there and I climbed this hill on countless occasions. It is not a Hugh, but does look across the sea to the first Hugh described in this book: Ailsa Craig.


To come to the point, try not to leave the Hughs until old age, or until completion of the other lists. Admittedly, the Hughs are an ideal objective for older hillwalkers, as well as children, but some of the more remote or inaccessible ones will require the bullishness of youth to overcome, especially Boreray in St Kilda! The 200 Hughs are a challenge for all ages and will provide magical memories to last a lifetime. In the words of Geoffrey Winthrop Young: ‘Only a hill, but all of life to me, up there between the sunset and the sea’ (from the poem ‘A Hill’).


Redefining the Grahams


Since Volume 1 of The Hughs was published, the class of Scottish hills known as the Grahams has undergone a change of criteria used to define the inclusion of a hill into the list. Originally defined as Scottish hills over 2,000ft and under 2,500ft, with 150m of re-ascent, the lower height threshold has now been metricised and lowered to 600m (1,968.5ft). This change has resulted in 12 new Grahams added to the original list, having heights between 1,968.5ft (600m) and 2,000ft (610m).


This change obviously affects the Hughs list, as a Hugh is a Scottish hill under 2,000ft (with attitude!) and therefore may, and indeed does, include some of these 12 hills. (See below for the hills affected in both Volume 1 and Volume 2 of The Hughs.)


The pertinent question as to how and why this change was made, is briefly discussed here. The original list of Grahams was created by Fiona Graham (originally Fiona Torbet) in 1992 and subsequently amended in the light of Alan Dawson’s ‘Relative Hills of Britain’, listing all summits in Britain having 150m of re-ascent (regardless of actual height), which he called ‘Marilyns’. The resulting final list of Grahams was born through an amicable discussion between Fiona Graham and Alan Dawson and all seemed hunky dory… until 2022.


It was then that Alan Dawson decided to effect the above change, presumably to dovetail more harmoniously with current metric lists of British hills, such as ‘Simms’, a loose acronym for 600m summits with at least 30m of re-ascent. As Fiona Graham is now deceased, Alan has assumed the mantle of the instigator of the Grahams list and has lowered the original 610m (2,000 feet) to a rounder and crisper 600m (but not so crisp 1,968.5ft). On the one hand, this seems a sensible and obvious change, given we are allegedly becoming a metricated country… though there are few signs that kilometres are soon replacing miles.


The change itself is perhaps not as contentious as the retention of the name ‘Grahams’. If, for instance, the Munros were redefined as Scottish mountains over 900m rather than 915m (3,000ft), would the name ‘Munro’ still be honestly applicable to this essentially new class of mountain, without doing a disservice to Hugh Munro himself? Fiona Graham may not be as prominent as Sir Hugh, but surely the original criteria for inclusion should remain sacrosanct. Incidentally, Dawson now refers to Scottish hills over 2,000ft (with 150m of re-ascent) as ‘Fionas’. In my opinion, the obvious course of action would have been to retain the ORIGINAL name ‘Grahams’ for the ORIGINAL list and to come up with a NEW name – ‘Dawsons’ (?) – for the new list of hills over 600m.


In conclusion, to provide continuity with Volume 1 of The Hughs and out of respect for the late Fiona Graham, this volume (and the first) adheres to the original definition of a Graham, as a Scottish mountain between 2,000ft and 2,500ft high. Thus, the acronym Hugh (Hills Under Graham Height) is obviously contingent on this adherence.


Affected Hills


For completeness, the following information indicates the Hughs having heights between 600m and 610m, which would cease to be Hughs if the above change in lower height threshold was adopted. Four Hughs would be affected: three in Volume 1 and one in Volume 2. The three in Volume 1 are: Sgorach Mòr (601m) in Argyll, Cruach nam Miseag (606m) in Argyll and Sidhean (or Sithean) Mòr (601m) in Morar. The one in Volume 2 is Thacla (or Hecla) (606m) in South Uist.


One other hill in Volume 1, namely The Coyles of Muick, was given a height of 601m, but following a re-survey, is now 599m and therefore firmly in the Hughs category! For anyone adopting the Dawson change, there are therefore now 196 Hughs rather than 200.





Key to Using this Guide



Information Boxes


Each route description is headed with an Information Box. This concisely itemises the following essential information:




	hill height in metres and in feet


	associated 1:50000 OS map(s)


	6-figure grid reference of the summit(s)


	total distance (including return


	height gain)


	estimated completion time(s)


	access point with grid reference


	difficulty


	summary





All of the Hughs are accessible, but the ‘Difficulty’ and ‘Summary’ sections in the Information Box provide a quick guide to the characteristics and challenges of individual hills.


Sketch Maps


Five location maps show the Hughs by region and each individual route is accompanied by a sketch map designed by the author to be as clear and uncluttered as possible. These maps could in principle be used ‘in the field’, but when walking it is advisable to have the appropriate OS map.


Route Quality


The quality of a hill route is, to a large extent, subjective and may be affected by weather conditions, season, etc. The following criteria, satisfied in ratios varying from hill to hill, have been used to select the Hughs:




	prominence


	position


	panorama





Circular routes are generally more satisfying than ‘there and back’ walks and for each outing every effort has been made to avoid returning exactly the same way, wherever practicable. Possible alternative routes are also sometimes mentioned or described briefly.


Names of Hills


Where it appears, the derivation of a hill’s name is given either in the Information Box or in the narrative describing the route. There is an index of hill names at the end of the book.




PART 1


THE SOUTHERN ISLES AND INNER HEBRIDES – 50 HUGHS


THE FIRTH OF CLYDE AND KINTYRE – 4 HUGHS ISLAY, JURA AND SURROUNDING ISLANDS – 9 HUGHS MULL AND SURROUNDING ISLANDS – 8 HUGHS TIREE AND THE SMALL ISLES – 4 HUGHS SKYE AND RAASAY – 25 HUGHS
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Ailsa Craig from the Ayrshire coast
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Scrinadle (Jura) from Glen Batrick








THE FIRTH OF CLYDE AND KINTYRE – 13 HUGHS
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AILSA CRAIG






1. THE CAIRN (338M/1,109FT)
















	MAP


	OS SHEET 76 (GR 019998)







	DISTANCE


	2KM







	ASCENT


	338M







	TIME


	1.5–2 HRS







	ACCESS


	THE PIER (SEE BELOW FOR AILSA CRAIG ACCESS)







	DIFFICULTY


	GOOD PATH TO THE CASTLE, BECOMING VERY OVERGROWN HIGHER UP







	SUMMARY


	Ailsa Craig is the epitome of the term ‘island mountain’, and a classic island Hugh in every sense. Its thrusting ramparts of ancient rock rear directly out of the sea to form a spellbinding, distinctive cone which almost begs to be climbed.
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AILSA CRAIG IS a remarkable volcanic plug situated in the Firth of Clyde about 18km south of Arran and 16km from the Ayrshire coast at Girvan. Its exceptional profile makes it an obvious feature for miles around and is colloquially known as Paddy’s Milestone, being halfway by sea from Glasgow to Belfast. The name Ailsa Craig literally means ‘Fairy Rock’.


My own personal attachment to Ailsa Craig dates far back to my earliest childhood, from when we spent regular summer holidays at the village of Lendalfoot on the Ayrshire coast. ‘The Craig’ has always occupied a special place in my heart and has almost become an icon of childhood.


Ailsa Craig’s south and west faces are almost a continuous bastion of precipitous cliffs presenting an air of impregnability and it is only on the east side that gentler slopes lead down to the sheltered nose of Foreland Point. Here are the pier, lighthouse and cluster of ruined quarrymen’s cottages together with the rusting remains of the old narrow-gauge railway serving the quarries. The island’s fine micro granite was mined to make world famous curling stones until the mid-20th century.
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Approaching Ailsa Craig





Unsurprisingly, Ailsa Craig is a renowned bird sanctuary, home to a diverse array of species including puffins, guillemots, kittiwakes and a vast gannet population.


The only easy route to the summit of Ailsa Craig is from the east side where an initially well-defined path zigzags up to a ruined castle, before becoming less distinct in the upper reaches. It is advisable to allow 2 hours for the round trip up and down, although most people would accomplish this in little over an hour. Most tour operators allow at least 2 hours on the island.


Once ashore, follow the old railway for a short distance to an old ramshackle building (the old tearoom) where the path climbs gently upwards to the left before swinging back right to arrive at the castle. This is at a height of 110m and already a third of the way to the top. The old square peel tower was built by the Hamilton family but few records remain as to its purpose or length of occupation.


The path beyond soon becomes choked with bracken but in spring and summer these upper slopes are festooned with wild flowers, namely campion, bluebells, harebells and sea thrift to name a few. The path again swings left and right and as you ascend the sense of height is sensational, the lighthouse and associated buildings looking like Lego toys.


The path soon enters a shallow depression to pass the tiny Garra Loch, heading north over rock slabs passing below the summit before gradually swinging back to head south, finally reaching the natural stone trig point and small cairn.
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On Ailsa Craig





On a clear day the summit panorama is exceptional, Arran, Kintyre, the Ayrshire coast and even Ireland being visible. The on-top-of-the-world feeling is quite profound and unique; who needs Everest?! Unfortunately, on my only ascent, a heat haze obliterated everything but the immediate area of sea.


Return by the route of ascent.


If you are lucky, as we were, you may get the chance to sail round the island before heading back to Girvan. This is a fantastic opportunity to view the immense western cliffs and bird life and should not be missed.


Getting to Ailsa Craig


Most boat trips run from Girvan, on the Ayrshire coast and the main operator is Mark McCrindle, 7 Harbour St, Girvan. He can be contacted by telephone on 01465 713219 or email mccrindle@aol.com. Another is ` JAG Charters Ltd (Tel: 01465 713174).


It is usually a four-hour round trip, allowing about 2 hours on Ailsa Craig which is ample time to climb to the top and back. It is also possible to sail from Arran, but these trips are longer and may not offer landing. Booking is standard.





HOLY ISLAND





2. MULLACH MÒR BIG TOP (314M/1,030FT)
















	MAP


	OS SHEET 69 (GR 064297)







	DISTANCE


	6KM







	ASCENT


	314M







	TIME


	3–4 HRS







	ACCESS


	THE PIER (SEE BELOW FOR HOLY ISLAND ACCESS)







	DIFFICULTY


	SKETCHY ROUGH PATH WITH ONE SMALL SCRAMBLING SECTION BELOW SUMMIT







	SUMMARY


	Like Ailsa Craig, Mullach Mòr is a superb small island mountain forming a craggy summit and offering unmatched views of Arran’s serrated skyline peaks.













ONE OF A number of islands in the UK which go under the name of Holy Island, Arran’s little offshore neighbour is a haven of peace and solitude, yet only a 10-minute boat trip away from the hustle and bustle of Lamlash, on the east side of Arran.


The name derives from the island’s long association with early Christianity, being the home of a sixth century Irish monk, St Molaise, who lived in a hermit’s cave near a holy spring, still visible at GR 058297. The holy tradition has continued with the purchase of the island in 1992 by the Samye Ling Buddhist community who have successfully transformed the island into ‘an environmental and spiritual sanctuary dedicated to world peace and health.’




[image: image]





The walk to be described ascends the hill by the north ridge and returns by the easy track along the west side passing the cave and the holy spring, making a pleasant and memorable circuit. Note that the east side of the island has precipitous crags and is reserved for rare breeds of wild animals and should be given a wide berth.
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Holy Island from Arran





After landing on the island you will no doubt be met by a representative from the Centre for World Peace and Health who, incidentally, offer retreats and visits. First impressions of the island are the large White House (the Buddhist Centre), mini Buddhist stupas and fluttering prayer flags.


Head left from the pier and through a gap between two Tibetan flags into a large field. Various signs indicating ‘To the Top’ are a helpful crutch for any lost souls. Cross a stile at the top of the field and enter an area of recently planted forest of mainly birch and rowan trees. The trust has planted an amazing 35,000 mature trees on the island’s north side and the path winds its way up through here onto the heathery northwest shoulder of the wee subsidiary top of Mullach Beag (Little Top). Another stile is crossed and an often-muddy path leads to the minor top of Mullach Beag crowned by a large cairn. If you are lucky, you may have already spotted some of the island’s resident Soay sheep and even wild Eriskay ponies and bearded Saanen goats, though the latter tend to hang out on the east side.


Drop slightly to a col then continue to follow the ridge up a small, steep craggy section involving a minor hands-on scramble… nothing too scary! The airy summit has a triangulation pillar (trig point) and is a marvellous vantage point – the perfect excuse for a long and leisurely lunch stop, unless the local midgies are out in force.


Continue south from the summit following the path down a steepish craggy ridge, levelling out on a broad heathery shoulder. From here there is a fine view of Ailsa Craig’s pointed profile. Look out for a section of path passing between a roped-off area with danger signs warning of deep crevices and fissures on either side of the path.
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On Mullach Mòr





Descending further, the lighthouse and associated buildings are visible to the right, now a Buddhist retreat centre. A little wooden chalet nestling in a hollow to the right is the home of Lama Yeshe Losal Rinpoche, the executive director of the Holy Island Project.


Reach the junction with the main coastal path where you may wish to turn left for a few hundred metres to view the other lighthouse at Pillar Rock Point. Follow the coast path right, leading round to the west coast past the lighthouse and retreat centre.


The path following the coast from here is on pleasant short grass and is a delightful stroll with wonderful views and plenty of points of interest including brightly coloured Buddhist rock paintings, the cave of St Molaise and the Holy Spring. Return to the pier and centre in a little under 3km.


Getting to Holy Island


Holy Island is easily reached by passenger ferry from the pier at Lamlash on Arran with the first sailing usually at 10am and the last return trip around 5pm. It is not usually necessary to book, but contact the Holy Island office on 01770 601100 if in doubt. The boat regularly transports people there and back all day and you may return anytime up to 5pm. Please note that dogs are not allowed on the island.





ARRAN





3. MEALL NAN DAMH ROUNDED HILL OF THE STAGS (570M/1,870FT)
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