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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a 2014 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and the ninth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely, who had also written The First Avenger. It stars Chris Evans as Captain America, leading an ensemble cast that includes Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Frank Grillo, Emily VanCamp, Hayley Atwell, Robert Redford, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America, Black Widow, and Falcon join forces to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D. while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 594 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Star Wars: The Force Awakens



Wikipedia contributors

9788026852056

10620

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Star Wars: The Force Awakens (also known as Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force Awakens) is a 2015 American epic space opera film co-written,co-produced and directed by J. J. Abrams. The direct sequel to 1983's Return of the Jedi, The Force Awakens is the first installment of the Star Wars sequel trilogy, and stars Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver, Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Lupita Nyong'o, Andy Serkis, Domhnall Gleeson, Anthony Daniels, Peter Mayhew, and Max von Sydow. Produced by Lucasfilm Ltd. and Abrams' production company Bad Robot Productions and distributed worldwide by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures, The Force Awakens marks a break in creative control from the original series as the first Star Wars film not produced by franchise creator George Lucas. Set 30 years after Return of the Jedi, it follows Rey, Finn and Poe Dameron's search for Luke Skywalker and their fight alongside the Resistance, led by veterans of the Rebel Alliance, against Kylo Ren and the First Order, a successor organization to the Galactic Empire. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 652 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film based on the fictional X-Men characters that appear in Marvel Comics. It is the ninth installment in the X-Men film series and a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past. Directed by Bryan Singer, with a screenplay by Simon Kinberg from a story conceived by Singer, Kinberg, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris, the film stars James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Oscar Isaac, Nicholas Hoult, Rose Byrne, Tye Sheridan, Sophie Turner, Olivia Munn, and Lucas Till. In the film, the ancient mutant En Sabah Nur awakens in 1983 and plans to wipe out modern civilization and take over the world, leading the X-Men to try to stop him and defeat his team of mutants. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 368 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Warcraft (alternatively known as Warcraft: The Beginning) is a 2016 American action-fantasy film directed by Duncan Jones and written by Jones, Charles Leavitt, and Chris Metzen. It is based on the Warcraft video game series and novels set in the world of Azeroth. The film stars Travis Fimmel, Paula Patton, Ben Foster, Dominic Cooper, Toby Kebbell, Ben Schnetzer, Robert Kazinsky, Clancy Brown, and Daniel Wu. The film portrays the initial encounters between the humans and the orcs and takes place in a variety of locations established in the video game series. The film was first announced in 2006 as a project partnership between Legendary Pictures and the game's developer, Blizzard Entertainment. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 183 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Avengers: Age of Ultron



Wikipedia contributors

9788026859987

13249

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Avengers: Age of Ultron is a 2015 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2012's The Avengers and the eleventh film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon and features an ensemble cast that includes Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Jeremy Renner, Don Cheadle, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Bettany, Cobie Smulders, Anthony Mackie, Hayley Atwell, Idris Elba, Stellan Skarsgård, James Spader, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Avengers: Age of Ultron, the Avengers fight Ultron, an artificial intelligence obsessed with causing human extinction. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 645 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Captain America: Civil War






Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by the writing team of Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely, and stars Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America, alongside an ensemble cast including Robert Downey Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner, Chadwick Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Tom Holland, Frank Grillo, William Hurt, and Daniel Brühl. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the other by Tony Stark.

Development of Civil War began in late 2013 when Markus and McFeely began writing the screenplay, which borrows concepts from the 2006 comic book storyline "Civil War", while also focusing on story and character elements from the previous Captain America films to conclude the trilogy. Following positive reactions to test screenings of The Winter Soldier, the Russo brothers were brought back to direct in early 2014. The film's title and premise were revealed in October 2014, along with Downey's casting; additional cast members joined in the following months. Principal photography began in April 2015 at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link] in Fayette County, Georgia, and continued in the Metro Atlanta[image: External link] area before concluding in Germany in August 2015, with the film being the first to use IMAX's digital 2D cameras (for the film's central airport fight sequence). Visual effects were provided by nearly 20 different studios during the post-production process.

Captain America: Civil War held its world premiere in Los Angeles on April 12, 2016, and was released in the United States on May 6, 2016, in 3D and IMAX 3D. The film was a critical and commercial success, grossing over $1.1 billion worldwide. It became the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link] and the fifteenth-highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link].
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 Plot




In 1991, the brainwashed super-soldier James "Bucky" Barnes is dispatched from a Hydra base in Siberia to intercept an automobile carrying a case of super-soldier serum. In the present day, approximately one year after Ultron's defeat in the nation of Sokovia at the hands of the Avengers,[N 1] Steve Rogers, Natasha Romanoff, Sam Wilson, and Wanda Maximoff stop Brock Rumlow from stealing a biological weapon from a lab in Lagos. Rumlow blows himself up, hoping to kill Rogers. When Maximoff throws the explosion into the sky with telekinesis, it damages a nearby building, killing several Wakandan humanitarian workers.

U.S. Secretary of State Thaddeus Ross informs the Avengers that the United Nations[image: External link] (UN) is preparing to pass the Sokovia Accords[image: External link], which will establish a UN panel to oversee and control the team. The Avengers are divided: Tony Stark supports oversight because of his role in Ultron's creation and Sokovia's devastation, while Rogers has more faith in his own judgment than that of a government. Helmut Zemo tracks down and kills Barnes' old Hydra handler, stealing a book containing the trigger words that activate Barnes' brainwashing. At a conference in Vienna where the Accords are to be ratified, a bomb kills King T'Chaka of Wakanda. Security footage indicates the bomber is Barnes, whom T'Chaka's son, T'Challa, vows to kill. Informed by Sharon Carter of Barnes' whereabouts and the authorities' intentions to kill him, Rogers decides to try to bring in Barnes—his childhood friend and war comrade—himself. Rogers and Wilson track Barnes to Bucharest and attempt to protect him from T'Challa and the authorities, but all four, including T'Challa, are apprehended.

Impersonating a psychiatrist sent to interview Barnes, Zemo recites the words to make Barnes obey him. He questions Barnes, then sends him on a rampage to cover his own escape. Rogers stops Barnes and sneaks him away. When Barnes regains his senses, he explains that Zemo is the real Vienna bomber and wanted the location of the Siberian Hydra base, where other brainwashed "Winter Soldiers" are kept in cryogenic stasis. Unwilling to wait for authorization to apprehend Zemo, Rogers and Wilson go rogue, and recruit Maximoff, Clint Barton, and Scott Lang to their cause. With Ross's permission, Stark assembles a team composed of Romanoff, T'Challa, James Rhodes, Vision, and Peter Parker[image: External link] to capture the renegades. Stark's team intercepts Rogers' group at Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link], where they fight until Romanoff allows Rogers and Barnes to escape. The rest of Rogers' team is captured and detained at the Raft prison, while Rhodes is partially paralyzed after being inadvertently shot down by Vision, and Romanoff goes into exile.

Stark discovers evidence that Barnes was framed by Zemo and convinces Wilson to give him Rogers' destination. Without informing Ross, Stark goes to the Siberian Hydra facility and strikes a truce with Rogers and Barnes, unaware that they were secretly followed by T'Challa. They find that the other super-soldiers have been killed by Zemo, who then shows them footage that reveals that the automobile Barnes had intercepted in 1991 contained Stark's parents, whom Barnes subsequently killed. Enraged that Rogers kept this from him, Stark turns on them both, dismembering Barnes' robotic arm. After an intense fight, Rogers finally manages to disable Stark's armor[image: External link] and departs with Barnes, leaving his shield behind. Satisfied that he has avenged his family's deaths in Sokovia from the Avengers' actions by successfully fracturing them, Zemo attempts suicide, but he is stopped by T'Challa and taken to the authorities.

In the aftermath, Stark provides Rhodes with exoskeletal leg braces that allow him to walk again, while Rogers breaks his allies out of the Raft. In a mid-credits scene, Barnes, granted asylum in Wakanda, chooses to return to cryogenic sleep until a cure for his brainwashing is found. In a post-credits scene, Parker tests a new gadget built by Stark.
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 Cast





	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:

The leader of a faction of Avengers against regulation;[5][6] a World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality and frozen in suspended animation, before waking up in the modern world.[7][8] Director Anthony Russo described Captain America's character arc in the film as taking "him from the most ra-ra company man" to someone who is "a somewhat willing propagandist" to "an insurgent" at the end of the film.[9] Unlike the comics' Civil War, the film was never going to kill Rogers, as the directors thought that was "an easy ending ... The more difficult and more interesting place to leave a family fight is: can these important relationships ever be repaired? Is this family broken permanently?"[10] Evans' training regimen to get in shape for the role included weight lifting, which consisted of "the classic bodyweight and bodybuilding stuff", gymnastics and plyometrics, while staying away from cardio-based exercises, along with a high-protein diet.[11] His costume in the film received "subtle changes to all the details and cut" as well as its color, becoming a combination of the stealth suit from Winter Soldier and the Avengers: Age of Ultron suit.[12]


	
Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man:

The leader of a faction of Avengers in support of regulation;[5][6] a self-described genius, billionaire, playboy, and philanthropist with electromechanical suits of armor[image: External link] of his own invention.[13][14] Anthony Russo said that Stark's egomania allowed the writers "to bring him to a point in his life where he was willing to submit to an authority, where he felt it was the right thing to do." Joe Russo added that because of the visions Stark saw in Age of Ultron, he now has a guilt complex which "drives him to make very specific decisions," calling his emotional arc "very complicated".[9] Downey's personal trainer Eric Oram stated that the trick to pitting Rogers against Stark, "is to show Iron Man using the 'minimum force' necessary to win the fight".[15] Marvel initially wanted Downey's part to be smaller, but "Downey wanted Stark to have a more substantial role in the film's plot." Variety noted that Downey would receive $40 million plus backend for his participation, as well as an additional payout if the film outperformed The Winter Soldier, as Marvel would attribute that success to Downey's presence.[16]


	
Scarlett Johansson as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:

An Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] formerly a highly trained S.H.I.E.L.D. spy.[17] Anthony Russo noted her torn allegiances in the film, saying "her head is with Tony's side of things, but her heart is with Cap in a lot of ways."[9] Johansson added that Romanoff is "looking to strategize her position, putting herself in a place where she is able to let the powers that be fight it out" in order for her to "have a better perspective of what's really going on."[18] Describing her character's situation after the events of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Johansson said, "I think that the Widow's past will always haunt her. She's trying to move forward, she's trying to pick up the pieces of her life."[19] She also said that Romanoff is at a point in her life where she can make choices herself, without having others have a hand in the decision process.[20] On the continuation of the relationship between Romanoff and Rogers from The Winter Soldier, Joe Russo said that they wanted to "test it" by having Romanoff point out to Rogers the mistakes the team have made and convince him "that it might not be as black and white as he sees it" and that the Avengers must "find a way to work within the system so that [they] aren't disbanded."[9]


	
Sebastian Stan as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier:

A physically enhanced brainwashed assassin allied with Rogers;[5][6] his best friend who reemerged after being thought killed in action during World War II.[21][22][23] This portrayal is an amalgam of Barnes and the Winter Soldier, with Stan saying, "here's the guy when you merge the two. This is what came out. To me, he's never really going to be Bucky Barnes again. There's going to be recognizable things about him, but his path through the [experiences of] Winter Soldier is always going to be there, haunting him."[24] Because of this, the character has more lines in the film than in Winter Soldier.[25]


	
Anthony Mackie as Sam Wilson / Falcon:

An Avenger allied with Rogers;[5][6] a former pararescueman trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[26] Wilson is aided by a robotic drone named Redwing.[27] Discussing the relationship between Wilson and Rogers, Mackie said, "With Falcon and Cap, what's so great is there's a mutual respect. There's a soldier respect. What's great about ... [Captain America: Civil War] is you get to see their relationship grow,"[28] adding, "He respects and admires Cap because Cap earned his rank as opposed to sitting in an office and just delegating orders."[29] Joe Russo stated that the inclusion of Barnes to Rogers' side forces Wilson to question the dynamic and relationship he has with Rogers going forward.[9]


	
Don Cheadle as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine:

A close personal friend of Tony Stark's and an Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] an officer in the U.S. Air Force who operates the War Machine armor.[30] Cheadle called Rhodes' appearance in the film a "bit more intense and pivotal" compared to his previous appearances.[31]


	
Jeremy Renner as Clint Barton / Hawkeye:

A master archer allied with Rogers;[5][6] a retired Avenger and S.H.I.E.L.D. agent.[12][32] On Barton's reasons for joining Rogers' side, Renner said, "Cap was the first guy who called. Let's just get the job done so I can get home to the family,"[29] along with feeling an obligation to side with Scarlet Witch, since her brother, Pietro Maximoff / Quicksilver, sacrificed himself to save Barton in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[33] On how he and Barton fit into the Marvel Cinematic Universe, Renner said, "I'm happy to be the ensemble. I'm not scratching or clawing to do a solo movie by any means ... I think [Barton's] a utility guy that can bounce around into other people's universes a little bit".[34]


	
Chadwick Boseman as T'Challa / Black Panther:

The prince of the African nation of Wakanda allied with Stark,[5][6][35][36][37] who gains enhanced strength by ingesting the Heart-Shaped Herb.[38] Producer Kevin Feige explained that the character was included "because we needed a third party. We needed fresh eyes who wasn't embedded with the Avengers and who has a very different point of view than either Tony or Steve." T'Challa is in the "beginning phases of taking on" the Black Panther mantle,[39] and appears in more than a cameo, with a full arc and character journey with "his own conflict and his own people that he's looking out for."[40] Boseman did not audition for the role, instead having a "discussion about what [Marvel] wanted to do and how I saw it and what I wanted to do."[41] T'Challa is torn between needing to live up to traditions and the legacy of his father and Wakanda, and how things need to happen in the present.[40] Boseman developed the Wakandan accent himself, and used it during the entire production "whether he was on camera or not",[10] while the Wakandan language was based on the Xhosa language, which Boseman was taught by John Kani[image: External link] (who plays T'Challa's father T'Chaka).[42] The Black Panther costume is a combination of a practical costume and visual effects, featuring a vibranium mesh weave similar to chainmail.[9] Costume designer Judianna Makovsky called the Black Panther costume "difficult" since "you needed sort of a feline body, but it’s hard and practical at the same time. You needed a feeling of some sort of ethnicity in there, but of a world [Wakanda] we weren’t really creating yet, so you didn’t want to go too far and say too much about that world." Additionally, Makovsky felt creating T'Challa's royal look was "a bit of a challenge", avoiding African robes after learning actual African royalty are generally "educated in the West [and] get dressed in Savile Row."[43] Boseman has a five picture deal with Marvel.[44]


	
Paul Bettany as Vision:

An android and Avenger allied with Stark;[5][6] created using the artificial intelligence J.A.R.V.I.S. and the Mind Stone.[30] Because the Vision was only created in the previous film, Age of Ultron, Bettany said, "you see my character get born... He must be both omnipotent and yet totally naive at the same time. And experiencing the world in real time and his place in it. Is he going to be a force of good or a force of evil?"[45] Bettany also said he was interested in exploring "what it means to be human and what love is" with the character, as "The only way one can guarantee one's loyalty is love."[46] This is exhibited in the connection Vision begins to form with Wanda Maximoff, with Bettany commenting, "They both have these new burgeoning powers that they don’t understand ... I think he’s worried that they’re both dangerous. So he feels this real connection with her."[47] As the Vision has the ability to create a projected disguise, he chooses to dress similarly to Howard Stark's attache, Edwin Jarvis.[12]


	
Elizabeth Olsen as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch:

An Avenger allied with Rogers;[6][48] she can engage in hypnosis and telekinesis.[49] According to Olsen, the character is "coming into her own and starting to understand and have conflict with how she wants to use her abilities."[50] As such, Maximoff's costume was "relatively casual" and "more clothes-based than superhero-based" according to Makovsky, since the Russos believed Maximoff was not a full-fledged Avenger yet.[51] When asked about the relationship between her character and the Vision compared to the comics, Olsen said, "You learn a little bit more about what connects [Scarlet and Vision] in this film. And I think there's some really sweet moments between Paul and I, and it's more about how they relate to one another and their similarities just based on their superpowers."[52]


	
Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man:

A former petty criminal allied with Rogers;[5][6] he acquired a suit that allows him to shrink or grow in scale while also increasing in strength.[30][53][54] Rudd's suit "is streamlined and more high-tech" than the one seen in Ant-Man.[12] Ant-Man director Peyton Reed had discussed the character and the way that the Ant-Man production had shot certain sequences with the Russo brothers, saying, "As we were doing [Ant-Man] and we were in post and they were getting ready to head out to Atlanta to do Civil War, we had a lot of conversations ... It's important because there's this continuity that has to happen in this universe."[55] On the decision to have Lang grow in size to become Giant-Man in the airport battle, Feige said, "It was just a great idea to turn the tide of the battle in a huge, shocking, unexpected way. We have a lot of ideas for [Ant-Man and the Wasp], none of which are contingent upon revealing Giant-Man, so we thought this would be the fun, unbelievable unexpected way to do that."[56] Anthony Russo added that the transformation was the continuation of Lang's character arc from Ant-Man, saying "He's just really impressed with Captain America, he just wants to deliver and he figures out a way to deliver where he might actually tear himself in half but he's willing to do it and it works."[57]


	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter:

A former agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. and Peggy Carter's niece, who now works for the CIA and supports Rogers.[5][6][58][59] VanCamp stated that her character sides with Rogers because they both have "similar moral compasses".[60] On a potential relationship between Rogers and Carter as in the comics, Evans said, "he's certainly open to it. Sharon is obviously relevant, but ... we don't have to tie it up in one movie. So they have time."[20] VanCamp added, "We get to explore... I can't say we are going to that extent of it, but they are certainly getting to know each other."[60]


	
Tom Holland as Peter Parker / Spider-Man[image: External link]:

A teenager allied with Stark;[61] he received spider-like abilities after being bitten by a genetically altered spider.[62][63][64][65] Feige said that Parker would be torn between superhero ideologies, saying, "Does he want to be like these other characters? Does he want nothing to do with these other characters? How does that impact his experience, being this grounded but super powerful hero? Those are all the things that Stan Lee and Steve Ditko played with in the first 10 years of his comics, and that now we can play with for the first time in a movie."[66] On aligning with Stark, Anthony Russo said that, despite entering the conflict after the two factions have formed and not having much political investment, Parker's choice comes from "a very personal relationship" he develops with Stark.[61][67] The Russos hoped "to take a very logical and realistic and naturalistic approach to the character" compared to the previous film portrayals. Anthony Russo added that the character's introduction had to fit "that specific tonal stylistic world" of the MCU, as well as the tone established by the directors in Winter Soldier, saying, "It's a little more grounded and a little more hard-core contemporary." That was "coloring our choices a lot" with Parker.[68] On the Spider-Man suit, Joe Russo described it as "a slightly more traditional, Steve Ditko influenced suit," and that the film would explore the way the suit operates, particularly the mechanical eyes.[69] Holland chose not to read the whole Civil War script in order to avoid potentially leaking plot information publicly.[70] He is signed on for at least three films, not including his Civil War appearance.[71] Holland later expanded, saying he was signed for "three Spider-Man movies and three solo movies".[72]


	
Frank Grillo as Brock Rumlow / Crossbones:

Former commander of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism S.T.R.I.K.E. team, who was revealed to be an agent of Hydra. On returning to the character, Grillo said "He's a badass. He is just vicious. I like the idea that it's no holds barred. I was 15 pounds bigger when I did Cap 2, and I'll put another 15 pounds on to do Cap 3."[73] However, he cautioned that "This movie is such a big movie with a lot of people in it, so you don't get as much of the time that you'd like to have."[74] Grillo stated that Rumlow's main objective in the film is to seek revenge—"Whatever Rumlow was feeling as far as being torn between which side he should be on, which I think he was, is gone now."[75]


	
William Hurt as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross:

The United States Secretary of State and former U.S. Army[image: External link] general dedicated to capturing the Hulk.[27][30] Hurt, on returning to the MCU after appearing in The Incredible Hulk, said, "I don't think it's a reprise, I think it's a new iteration completely,"[76] adding, "what [the writers have] done is they've taken a character ... and made a new version... a more modernized style."[77] Joe Russo added that Ross was the perfect character to use because he has "a fanatical anti-superhero point of view" and has "become much savvier and more political and has put himself in a position of power, not unlike a Colin Powell[image: External link]. He's cornering the Avengers politically now, he's out-maneuvering them." Joe also added that Ross was included because the Russos felt it was important to make The Incredible Hulk "relevant again within the [MCU]" since it "may have been forgotten about a little bit".[9]


	
Daniel Brühl as Helmut Zemo:[26][78]

A Sokovian colonel[image: External link]-turned-terrorist who is obsessed with defeating the Avengers. Zemo, who goes by multiple names in the film,[62] does not wear his signature mask from the comics. Brühl said the version appearing in the film is "loosely connected" to the character from the comics and that was a reason he liked Marvel, as "some of the characters and things they're dealing with always reference to current events so my character is from a different area than you would think."[79] Feige described the character as "very much a product of the [Marvel] Cinematic Universe and all that has occurred within that universe up to this point",[62] while Anthony Russo called him "an everyman. His approach was: I’ve seen these guys fight enough to know I can’t win. But what I can do is figure out ways to undermine them. He’s emotionally driven and he finds a weak spot."[10] Brühl, who was cast due to his German accent, did not feel the role was a stereotype, saying, "It's not a guy who's mean and sinister, but he's actually very clever—a very smart guy who does everything out of a very understandable reason and motivation."[80] Brühl also stated that Zemo may re-appear in future MCU films,[79] with Moore adding that, while Zemo has a purpose in this film, it is more to set up a future film.[81]




Additionally, John Slattery and Kerry Condon reprise their roles as Howard Stark and the voice of F.R.I.D.A.Y. from previous MCU films.[82][83] Martin Freeman is introduced as Everett K. Ross, a member of the CIA's Joint Counter Terrorism Center and a character associated with Black Panther in the comics.[84][85][86] Freeman described Ross as someone who "works for the American government ... [and] works in conjunction with the superheroes, and certain agencies that help to tame the superheroes' power".[87] Feige added that Ross would appear briefly in the film, with the intent being to expand on the character's role in future films.[62] Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears as May Parker, Peter Parker's aunt;[88] John Kani[image: External link] appears as T'Chaka, father of T'Challa and ruler of Wakanda;[82] Hope Davis appears as Maria Stark, Tony Stark's mother;[89] Gene Farber[image: External link] appears as Vasily Karpov, the Hydra official who oversaw the Winter Soldier program;[90] and Florence Kasumba portrays Ayo, a member of T'Challa's Dora Milaje.[91] Alfre Woodard, who portrays Mariah Dillard in the MCU TV series Luke Cage, briefly appears in the film as Miriam Sharpe, the mother of an American citizen killed in the battle of Sokovia. Woodard was suggested for the role by Downey before Marvel Studios learned of her casting in Luke Cage.[92] Jim Rash appears as a faculty member at MIT,[93][94] while Stan Lee makes a cameo appearance as a FedEx deliveryman,[94][95] and co-director Joe Russo cameos as Theo Broussard, a psychiatrist murdered by Zemo.[90][96] Damion Poitier[image: External link], who appeared as Thanos in The Avengers[image: External link] before Josh Brolin was cast in that role for subsequent films, appears as one of Crossbones' mercenaries.[90]
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 Development




In March 2014, Anthony and Joe Russo confirmed that they had signed on to return as directors for a third Captain America film, along with Chris Evans as Captain America, Kevin Feige as producer, and Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely as screenwriters.[8][98] Markus and McFeely had been working on the screenplay since late 2013,[99] while the Russo brothers began work in February 2014.[100][101] The re-hiring of the directors, three months before the release of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, came as a result of Marvel executives being impressed with test screenings of that film.[8]

In an April 2014 interview, Joe Russo described the project as a continuation of the story from Captain America: The Winter Soldier: "What’s nice about the film is that ... it's a two-parter. There's a journey that the Winter Soldier goes on that isn't complete yet."[102] That month, Marvel announced a release date of May 6, 2016,[103] and Trent Opaloch, who was the cinematographer on The Winter Soldier, said he would return for the sequel.[104] In July, Markus and McFeely stated that they were midway through a first draft for the film, on which principal photography was expected to begin in April 2015.[105] The following month, they stated that they were looking to make the tone of the film "an amalgam" of The First Avenger and The Winter Soldier,[106] with the Russos likening it to a psychological thriller, citing Seven, Fargo, and The Godfather as influences,[6] along with westerns and Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s films.[81] The Russos also stated that "a good portion of [Civil War is] actually funnier than Winter Soldier" with a more comedic tone and lighter moments throughout.[107]

In August 2014, the Russos stated that the film would be set "a couple years" after The Winter Soldier, and would continue to focus on Steve Rogers' relationship with Bucky Barnes as well as the political themes related to Captain America. Anthony stated, "The character was invented for an explicitly political purpose. So it's hard to get away from that nature." The Russos also said that they would be "bringing some new elements to the table that will give us a twist on Winter Soldier",[108] and indicated that filming was scheduled to begin in Atlanta. They described themselves as "ecstatic" with a first draft of the screenplay submitted by Markus and McFeely, and also stated that the film's title would be announced "in a month or so at most", and that the concept and title for the film came from Feige, who had it "for a while".[100][109] In September, Joe expanded by saying the film would have another "big idea that alters the universe as a whole in some way" similar to S.H.I.E.L.D. falling in The Winter Soldier. The rest of the film, such as the characters, story, and tone, would be left open to the Russos' and writers' interpretations.[109]
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By October 2014, Robert Downey Jr. had entered final negotiations to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in the film. Downey was added in order for the film to adapt the 2006–07 "Civil War" comic book storyline written by Mark Millar, which pitted Iron Man against Captain America.[16] At the end of the month, it was confirmed that Sebastian Stan would return as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier.[21] A few days later, Marvel revealed that the film would be titled Captain America: Civil War, confirming Downey's appearance and announcing that Chadwick Boseman would appear in the film as Black Panther ahead of his own solo film.[13][35][36] Feige also confirmed that the film would be the first in the MCU's Phase Three[image: External link] slate of films.[97] Anthony Russo stated that adapting the "Civil War" storyline was not always the intended storyline and direction for the film when the brothers initially signed on to return as directors.[110] Markus expanded on this, saying the original concept for a third Captain America film "never got to draft", with Feige at some point telling the writing team to begin adapting "Civil War" around their original ideas. McFeely also added that, despite the shift in direction for the film, "The central theme, even the way Zemo is operating, are from that [early] iteration."[111] The Russos revealed that, had negotiations with Downey to appear in the film failed, they would have used the Madbomb storyline from the Captain America comics, which was eventually used as a plot point in the first season of the Agent Carter TV series. The premise for the film would have centered on Zemo detonating the Madbomb, which would "turn hordes of people into berserkers" to present a physical threat to Captain America, while still pitting heroes against each other, as some would be zombified due to the Madbomb, to satisfy an "emotional component" for the film.[112]

McFeely said that the idea of basing a film on "Civil War" had "been on and off the table for a while" at Marvel Studios, explaining, "it's a challenge to do it and make sure that all the characters that we've established, and everyone's established in the MCU are serviced and sound correct. Because there's a difference between the characters in "Civil War", which was written in 2006, 2007. The MCU doesn't exist [when it was written]. There isn't a Robert Downey, Jr. or Chris Evans who has helped create the character[s] so we need to make sure that that template gets adjusted".[113] Joe Russo added that the "essence" of "Civil War" was used, such as "the concept of registration, the notion that heroes need to be either monitored or controlled because their power can be scary" being applicable. Anthony Russo expanded, "in a lot of ways [superhero registration] can be a political issue, and we didn't want the conflict of the movie to solely exist on that level. We wanted to figure out very personal reasons why everyone's relationship to this idea of registration is going to become complicated. That's what the relationship between Steve and Bucky allowed us to do, to get very personal in terms of why people would lean one way or the other."[9] Executive producer Nate Moore added that "it felt like it was kind of the right time" to adapt "Civil War" given The Avengers[image: External link], plus many of the Phase Two films (Thor: The Dark World, The Winter Soldier, and Avengers: Age of Ultron), all dealt with "world-ending experiences. We felt like we had to tell the next step in that story, which is ... what is the world's reaction?"[6]

In November 2014, Daniel Brühl joined the cast in an unspecified role,[26] while Anthony Mackie and Frank Grillo were confirmed to return as Sam Wilson / Falcon and Brock Rumlow / Crossbones, respectively.[26][73] Following the November 2014 hacking of Sony Pictures' computers, emails between Sony Pictures Entertainment co-chairman Amy Pascal and president Doug Belgrad[image: External link] were released stating that Marvel wanted to include Spider-Man[image: External link] (whose film rights are licensed to Sony) in the film, but talks between the studios concerning this were believed to have broken down.[114] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios reached a licensing deal[image: External link] for the use of Spider-Man in an MCU film,[115] and reports indicated that the character would indeed appear in Civil War.[116][117] The Russos stated they were lobbying for months to include the character in the film.[107] In January 2015, Mackie revealed that, in addition to Atlanta, filming locations would include Puerto Rico and Berlin[image: External link],[118] while the Russo brothers confirmed that Scarlett Johansson would return in the film as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow.[17] Editor Jeffrey Ford, who worked on The Winter Soldier, also signed on for Civil War.[119] In March 2015, Jeremy Renner was revealed to be reprising his role as Clint Barton / Hawkeye.[32] The next month, it was revealed that the film would be converted to 3D in post-production,[120] and that Brühl would be playing Helmut Zemo.[78] Additionally, Elizabeth Olsen revealed she would reprise her role in the film as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch.[49]
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 Filming




Principal photography began on April 27, 2015,[120][121] in Fayette County, Georgia at Pinewood Atlanta Studios[image: External link],[122] under the working title Sputnik.[123] Other filming locations in the Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link] included the Buckhead district of Atlanta;[124] the Peachtree Christian Church in Midtown Atlanta;[125] Downtown Atlanta,[126] including an area near Philips Arena known as The Gulch, which served as the market in Lagos;[127] Norcross, Georgia;[124] Porsche[image: External link]'s headquarters in Atlanta at Aerotropolis Atlanta, which served as the Avengers' headquarters in the film;[29] and the Atlanta Civic Center, which served as the IFID (Institute for Infectious Diseases) laboratory in Lagos; the latter's interiors doubled as MIT, and a third part was used for a Berlin location.[127] Trent Opaloch served as director of photography,[104] while Chad Stahelski, David Leitch, and Spiro Razatos were second unit directors.[128]

In early May, Marvel announced that Martin Freeman was cast in an unspecified role,[84] while also reprising roles in the film would be Paul Bettany as Vision, Don Cheadle as James Rhodes / War Machine, Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man, Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter, and William Hurt as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross, respectively.[30][58] Samuel L. Jackson, who appeared as Nick Fury in the two previous Captain America films, said he was "surprised" to discover that he would not be in Captain America: Civil War, after "the Russo Brothers told [him he] was."[129] Moore stated that Fury was not included "because he didn't add anything to the Civil War story they were telling",[81] while Markus stated that they did not want him to choose any particular side because "that's not his place in the universe".[130] On each of the character's ties to the plot, Anthony Russo said that each character was examined on a personal level to see how they would respond to the idea of registration.[9] On the portrayal of each character, Joe Russo said that he and his brother had strong "emotional" and "psychological connection[s] to [these] characters" as children, adding, "We want to reach into that and understand what elementally motivated you to love the character. That's what we try to bring out in the characters now." He also mentioned that they were "trying to honor the feeling of naturalism and to honor the feeling of reality [with the film]."[68]

After the reveal of the film's full cast, many outlets and fans began referring to the film as "Avengers 2.5 ", given the variety and ensemble nature of the cast, usually reserved for the Avengers films, and the fact that the film no longer felt like a Captain America-centric one, as with The Winter Soldier.[131][132][133][134][135] In response to this, Feige said, "What's fun about Civil War though is, as you know from the comics, it's a very simple story. And it really has to be, to accommodate that many players. It's very much a Captain America movie and it's very much a sequel to the Winter Soldier in ways I don't think people [will expect].... It's a very simple structure that allows you to have these amazing character interactions in a way that I don't think becomes overwhelming."[136] Feige also revealed that Hope van Dyne / Wasp was in an original draft of the film, after receiving the Wasp costume at the end of Ant-Man, but was cut because "there are so many characters in Civil War that we didn't want to do her a disservice," saying Marvel was "saving" the character for a better environment to reveal van Dyne in the Wasp costume for the first time and see "her dynamic with Scott [Lang] in a way it could play out".[137]

At the end of May, the Russo brothers, along with Feige and Pascal, held a screen test in Atlanta for six teenage actors that were being eyed for the role of Peter Parker / Spider-Man, with the actors testing against Downey and Evans for "chemistry";[71][110][138] Tom Holland was cast as the character the next month, to also appear in a solo film.[63] The Russos "were pretty vocal about who we wanted for the part", pushing to cast an actor close to the age of Peter Parker in the comics, in order to differentiate from the previous portrayals. They also praised Holland for having a dancing and gymnastics background.[62] At the time, Marvel did not confirm his involvement in Civil War,[64][139] due to being contractually obligated not to talk about his inclusion publicly.[62] The Russos discussed this, saying that the various business deals and agreements stemming from the sharing of the character rights, such as on a promotional and commercial level, "were always lagging slightly behind how we were using the character. We were always in danger of upsetting the deal—there were still sensitive issues going on between the two studios that they needed to agree on."[140] Holland was confirmed to appear in the film in July 2015, by Jonathan M. Goldstein, one of the writers of the solo Spider-Man film,[65] and later by Entertainment Weekly from a set visit.[62] Jon Watts, director of Spider-Man: Homecoming, was on set for the filming of Spider-Man's scenes, in order to "see what they were doing with it, and that informed where we eventually took it," and provide "ideas about this and that",[141] such as what Parker's wardrobe and bedroom should look like, "to make sure we were all on the same page so that [Homecoming] transitions seamlessly with theirs."[142] Anthony Russo stated that, despite Marvel telling them to have a "plan B" should the deal with Sony fail, the Russos never created one because "it was very important to us to reintroduce" Spider-Man in the film, adding, "We only have envisioned the movie with Spider-Man."[143]

By the end of June, filming reached the halfway mark,[144] with production moving to Germany in early August.[145] Filming locations in Germany included the Olympic Stadium[image: External link] in Berlin,[146] and the Leipzig/Halle Airport[image: External link] in Schkeuditz.[147] Additional filming also took place in Puerto Rico and Norway,[30][118][148] and was scheduled to in Iceland.[30] Principal photography wrapped on August 22, 2015.[149][150]

Captain America: Civil War was the first film to use IMAX's digital 2D cameras, made in partnership with Arri, which was a customized version of the Arri Alexa 65[image: External link]. According to Joe Russo, approximately fifteen minutes of the film, the sequence where the two factions fight at Leipzig/Halle Airport, which was described as having "incredible scale to it" and referred to by the directors as the "splash panel", were shot with the cameras.[54][120] Opaloch noted that there were discussions late in pre-production to shoot the entire film with the Alexa 65 cameras. However, because of how close it was to the start of shooting as well as the idea being "such a large-scale undertaking", it was decided to only use them for the airport sequence, with the rest of film being shot on Arri Alexa XT[image: External link] digital cameras. For the airport sequence, Opaloch rigged the Alexa 65s to a Technocrane, a Steadicam, a dolly as well as a drone for flyover shots, which had its own dedicated team operating it. Because of the amount of resolution the Aleax 65s offered, Opaloch chose to use medium close-ups instead of close-ups, and for his wide shots, hold the shot a bit longer, "maybe with a slight camera move that allows the viewer to take it all in."[151]
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In September 2015, Mark Ruffalo, who plays Bruce Banner / Hulk in the MCU films, stated that his character was originally in the Civil War script, but was removed due to the end of Age of Ultron, as Marvel did not "want to reveal where [he is] and why" in this film.[152] Markus added that as soon as the Hulk joined a side, the fight would be quickly over, saying, "You've got to kind of choose your roster [of characters] depending on what kind of fight you want to have."[62] He later explained that he contemplated having the Hulk appear at the very end of the film, but decided against it, feeling that he was over-stuffing the film with characters, adding, "[The Hulk] has clearly gone somewhere at the end of [Age of] Ultron, and that's a story. Don't blow it off and put it in a little tiny chunk just to put in a little extra filigree on our movie."[153] Additionally, Ross' alter ego, Red Hulk, was also considered for inclusion, but the Russos felt that part of the character would need a proper backstory which they could not afford to give in the already crowded film. They felt that Ross "was there sort of as the government's agenda and not to add another complicated super powered character to the mix." Spider-Man's Iron Spider suit was also considered.[154]

That November, Joe Russo stated that the theme of the film was betrayal, calling it "extremely emotional. [The film] hinges on that emotion, and on a very personal level we didn't want [it] to become about politics and people arguing about platitudes. The third act is built around a very personal moment between [Captain America and Iron Man]."[9] The Russos spent a great deal of time with Markus, McFeely, and Moore to ensure each character's emotional arc tracked through the entire film correctly, though realized that at some point "you have to sacrifice logic for expediency".[81] Speaking about the post-production process in January 2016, the Russo brothers said, "This has been the easiest post process we've ever had on a film. We're very happy with how the movie was. Everyone is very happy with where the movie was. For us, the tricky thing is the effects because it's a very complicated movie and there are some really big sequences in the film. The effects are on a much larger scale than the work we did on Winter Soldier. That's the part that becomes really difficult because you don't have a lot of time and everyone has very high standards. So everyone starts killing themselves at this point...we'll be done with the movie in two and a half months."[107] They also stated that the film would be doing "a few reshoots" in mid-to-late January.[107][155]

In February, Freeman's character was revealed to be Everett K. Ross,[85] and Gwyneth Paltrow was reported to have joined the film for the January reshoots, reprising her role as Pepper Potts;[156] however, in April 2016, it was revealed that Paltrow does not appear in the film,[157] with Anthony Russo explaining that Paltrow's contract with Marvel had ended after Iron Man 3, and "we decided early on that we could make Pepper’s break-up [with Tony Stark] have an emotional impact without actually having a scene with her."[10] On March 16, 2016, the Russo stated the film was "about a week and a half away from" completion,[158] with Joe adding that the film would have a post-credits scene, with the possibility for two or three total.[69] The film was completed on April 4, 2016.[159] Later in April, Alfre Woodard and Jim Rash were revealed to be cast in the film,[93] while Feige explained that Black Panther director Ryan Coogler contributed some dialogue for Black Panther in several scenes during reshoots.[160] At the film's premiere, it was revealed that Marisa Tomei[image: External link] appears in the film as May Parker, Peter Parker's aunt.[88]
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Nearly 20 visual effects studios worked on Captain America: Civil War including Industrial Light & Magic (ILM), Lola VFX, Method Studios, Luma Pictures, Dneg, Image Engine, Trixter, Cinesite, and The Third Floor amongst others. Lola VFX de-aged Downey Jr. in a scene that involved a younger holographic version of himself. Lola VFX's visual effects supervisor, Trent Claus said, "In this case, we analyzed footage of Mr. Downey at the approximate age that we wanted to target, which was around the time of the film Less Than Zero [when Downey was in his early 20s]." He also noted the difficulty of the scene, due to it being close to 4,000 frames, and the fact that Downey was moving his head from side to side multiple times. Lola also worked on visual effects for the Vision.[148] The Third Floor extensively previsualized the film including the fight scene at Leipzig/Halle Airport. Gerardo Ramirez, the Previs and Postvis Supervisor for The Third Floor said:

Method Studios, which worked on 440 shots, was responsible for the helicopter sequence in the middle of the film and the climatic fight between Iron Man, Bucky, and Captain America. The original intent for the helicopter sequence was to place the scene next to the Paul-Löbe-Haus, where the Bundestag[image: External link] meets; however, the location was not allowed to be shown in the film, resulting in Method needing to create a full CGI background. For the climatic fight, one of the challenges for Method was getting the color of Iron Man's suit correct, opting to go with a more "classic Iron Man look versus the really glossy car paint look" that Iron Man had in the previous Avengers films. ILM was primarily responsible for the visual effects during the large-scale fight sequence at the airport, along with creating the digital assets for all of the characters. VFX supervisor Russell Earl, stated that the 20 minute scene grew to be an almost fully digital sequence explaining, "We ultimately ended up replacing 99% of everything that was shot with the actors being lifted from the background. Originally both Spider-Man and Black Panther were planned to be photographed elements but we ended up almost completely replacing them." Luma Pictures, who also worked on Winter Soldier, was assigned with completing shots of Bucky's arm and his metal brainwashing chair. They also worked on Bucky's escape from the task force lobby and designed Iron Man's new hybrid nanotechnology armor, which was an homage to the character's Bleeding Edge armor[image: External link] from the comics. Their work totaled approximately 200 shots.[148]

Design firm Sarofsky once again worked on the film's main-on-end title sequence, having done the same for Winter Soldier. The sequence used "muted and mottled, burnt umber and steel blue and cold grey" colors, which were stark contrasts to the sequences for Winter Soldier and The First Avenger (the latter created by Method Design) which were "a minimalist graphic approach, reducing the key players to silhouettes and paring the palette down to three colors" and "vibrant and iconic propaganda art comes to life, enticing the viewer to join the fray", respectively. Creative director Erin Sarofsky noted one of the challenges for Civil War's sequence was "to make it feel like a Captain America title sequence and not an Avengers sequence" given the number of characters in the film.[161]
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Main articles: Captain America: Civil War (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


Henry Jackman returned from Winter Soldier to score the sequel.[162] He found the movie to be tonally different from the previous one, which necessitated a much more symphonic and orchestral score. This culminates in the final fight between Captain America, Winter Soldier, and Iron Man, the music for which Jackman described as "somewhat operatic and ... almost classical in its style".[163] Though Jackman reprised and developed his themes for Captain America and the Winter Soldier from the previous film,[164][165] and introduced motifs for the new characters Spider-Man, Black Panther, and Zemo,[163] he was wary of pushing the audience to one side of the central conflict or the other by using character-specific music; Jackman composed a new main theme for the film to represent the Civil War, "a generic theme to balance everything out",[166] "toward which all the characters can gravitate. It wrapped them all up and it helped to bind the movie together rather than do endless disparate themes."[167] Jackman also wrote a thriller theme that appears whenever the mystery surrounding Zemo's plan is explored. This was inspired by the works of Jerry Goldsmith.[164] The score was released on a soundtrack album by Hollywood Records on May 6, 2016.[168]
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 Release




Captain America: Civil War premiered at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood on April 12, 2016,[169] and was screened at CinemaCon 2016 on April 13.[170] The film's Southeast Asia premiere was held on April 21 at the Marina Bay Sands resort in Singapore,[171] while the European premiere took place at Vue Cinemas in Westfield London on April 26.[172] The film was released internationally starting from April 27,[173] releasing in 61 countries its first weekend,[174] including the United Kingdom on April 29.[175] The North America release on May 6,[103] took place in over 4,200 theaters, of which 3,300 were in 3D, along with 378 IMAX theaters, 480 premium large-format, and 161 D-Box locations.[176] Internationally, the film opened in 955 IMAX theaters,[177] while South Korea saw Civil War open in an "unprecedented" 1,989 theaters.[178] In September 2014, TNT acquired the cable broadcast rights for Captain America: Civil War to air two years after its theatrical release.[179]
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In early July 2015, Marvel began a viral marketing campaign for Ant-Man featuring Leslie Bibb, reprising her role from the Iron Man films as journalist Christine Everhart, reporting for the faux news program, WHIH Newsfront. In one program, Everhart discusses events leading to Captain America: Civil War.[180] The post-credits scene for Ant-Man featured footage shot by the Russo brothers for Captain America: Civil War,[181][182] showing Wilson and Rogers with Barnes in their custody, and unable to contact Stark because of "the accords"; Wilson mentions that he "know[s] a guy", implying Lang.[183] Feige explained that when the post-credit sequence appears in Civil War it may appear with "different takes...different angles."[181] Stan said the scene was shot in early May 2015, and would appear in the middle of Civil War.[25] The first footage of the film debuted in August 2015 at the D23 Expo.[27] Additional footage was shown in September 2015 at the Asia Pop Comic Convention.[184] The footage shown at the D23 Expo and 2015 Asia Pop Comic Convention received an overwhelmingly positive response from the audiences.[185]

The first trailer for the film debuted on Jimmy Kimmel Live! on November 25, 2015, and within hours became the number one trending topic on Twitter.[186] The trailer was viewed 61 million times in the first 24 hours of release, surpassing the 34 million views of Avengers: Age of Ultron's in 2014.[187] Scott Mendelson of Forbes called the trailer a " doozy[image: External link]" and noted that the early debut ahead of the release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens was a "good show" on behalf of Disney as it was "a way to not get lost amid the 8,000 other trailers debuting with Star Wars". Mendelson also noted that based on the trailer's content, the film was being "sold as Captain America 3, as opposed to Avengers 2.5 or Iron Man 4," which could help keep the film's box office expectations in check.[188]

On February 4, 2016, Marvel released their own version of the Facebook "#FriendsDay" video for Captain America. The video mirrors those created by Facebook for users to celebrate the anniversary of Facebook's founding, and features images of Captain America's "friends" the Winter Soldier, Thor, Falcon and Hawkeye. The video concludes with an image of Captain America and Iron Man being torn in half. Jennifer Konerman of The Hollywood Reporter called the video "timely" and its contents "especially relevant considering the storyline" of Civil War.[189] Three days later, a teaser debuted during Super Bowl 50[image: External link], which received the most social media activity out of all the film trailers released that day.[190][191] Anthony Breznican of Entertainment Weekly said the footage "actually feels a little more like a teaser [than a full trailer], since it shows some new shots, but really doesn’t reveal much more about the story." Additionally, he felt the chanting "unseen voices calling out, 'United...We...Stand' and 'Divided...We...Fall'" had "a football stadium vibe", complimenting it appearing during the Super Bowl.[192] Mendelson added that Marvel did not need to follow the model used for The Winter Soldier during Super Bowl XLVIII of showing a longer trailer after the teaser since Civil War was "frankly [a] higher-profile sequel." Overall, Mendelson felt the spot was "only a little less low-key and small(er)-scale as the trailer that debuted in" November 2015, and sold the "real world" aspect "with character drama and mostly real-world action between would-be superheroes."[193]

Four days later, on Valentine's Day, the Facebook campaign was continued, with Marvel creating a "faux-status update" for Captain America, showing his relationship status had changed to "In a Complicated Relationship with Iron Man".[194] At The Walt Disney Company's annual shareholder meeting in the Auditorium Theatre in March, CEO Bob Iger presented a clip from the film to "generous applause".[195] From March 7 to March 10, Marvel released individual posters for characters in the film,[196] continued its Facebook campaign with two teaser videos showcasing the participants on "Team Cap" and "Team Iron Man", and released a second trailer.[197] The trailer was viewed close to 95 million times within the first 24 hours of release, surpassing the views achieved by the first trailer. In addition, 240,000 social media posts across Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and Facebook, among others, were made related to the trailer, surpassing the 81,000 the Age of Ultron trailer received in 2014.[198] According to internet analytics firm ZEFR, the trailer was viewed over 62 million times from YouTube and Facebook over four days, making it the second most viewed trailer at the time, behind the 64.6 million views for the first Star Wars: The Force Awakens trailer.[199] It also became the top trailer in 2016 through March 13, 2016, according to research firm ListenFirst, for receiving the most likes, retweets and other engagement on Twitter.[200] The trailer continued to be the top viewed trailer on YouTube and Facebook for three straight weeks according to ZEFR, receiving more than 96 million total views since its release.[201]

Mendelson called the trailer "a textbook case for unnecessary second pitches...Is there anyone out there who watched that first teaser back in December and said 'Hmm, it looks good and all, but I need more evidence'?" He added that he was "a little disappointed by the big Spider-Man reveal,"[173] having previously wondered, after a Spider-Man character poster was not released with the others, if Marvel would have the "courage" to not include the character in any marketing materials before the film's release, letting the "Peter Parker scenes the film has to offer be something that is a surprise for theatrical moviegoers and/or something that drives post-opening weekend buzz".[196] Mendelson's colleague at Forbes Mark Hughes felt differently, noting that the trailer was targeting the general audience rather than just fans by giving "us more explanation [and context] of why a clearly major battle is raging between Captain America and Iron Man",[202] and by including Spider-Man since "there are plenty of surprises in these movies, and since we all already know Spider-Man is in Civil War, refusing to let us see him would frankly be a bit weird and pointless ... it's common for average filmgoers to hear some final bit of information or see some final image and feel compelled, inspired, or otherwise driven to go out to the movies that day. There are any number of factors that can come into play...and the world needed to see [Spider-Man] because it’s the sort of value-added element that can make [a] difference".[203] Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter felt that the Spider-Man reveal "alone makes the trailer", describing it as feeling "like the comic book character come to life. That awkward, voice-cracking, 'hey everyone' was as humble, playing-it-cool and cocky as he should be."[204]

With the film seemingly continuing plot threads first introduced in Age of Ultron, Mendelson wondered "to what extent the whole 'Consequences galore!' narrative of Civil War will improve Age of Ultron. As much great stuff as that movie has ... [it ultimately shows] the main hero foolishly/recklessly [bring] a world-killing threat to Earth and lots of really bad stuff goes down and yet no one seems to care at the end ... What does it mean if Civil War does retroactively improve Age of Ultron? Will we be at a point where we really can’t judge a franchise installment on its own merits because a future installment may well fix the flaws a couple years down the line?"[173] McMillan continued some of Mendelson's thinking, feeling that Marvel was "in an awkward place with Civil War" regarding superhero destruction moving forward. He wondered how superhero oversight would "actually prevent the kind of destruction that it's meant to stop ... unless the bad guys all agree to play by the new rules" as well. "Worse still ... the destruction caused by superhero fights [should now be] foremost in viewers' heads ... the audience won't be able to enjoy the sight of the Hulk smashing a random minion through a wall without thinking of the property damage and/or whoever was standing on the other side of that wall. After Civil War, can Marvel go back to pretending that everyone is okay after any large scale event ever again?"[204]

Also in March, Marvel, in partnership with the National Academy of Sciences Science & Entertainment Exchange, Dolby Laboratories, Broadcom, and Synchrony Bank, announced the "Girls Reforming the Future Challenge", aimed at females aged 15 through 18 in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education) fields, to submit projects they feel can change the world and have far-reaching effects. Five winners would attend the world premiere at the Dolby Theatre, and receive a tour of Walt Disney Studios and a $500 saving account from Synchrony Bank, with one grand prize winner receiving an internship at Marvel Studios.[169] On April 10, Evans debuted an exclusive clip of the film during the 2016 MTV Movie Awards.[205] Throughout the month, the Russo brothers and the cast promoted the film in Paris, Beijing, Singapore, Berlin and London.[206] At the end of the month, Marvel released additional viral marketing videos of WHIH Newsfront, featuring Bibb once again reprising her role as Everhart. In the program, Everhart discusses with "political analyst" Will Adams, portrayed by Al Madrigal, the cost the Avengers bring for saving the world, and if they should have regulation from the government.[207] Additional Newsfront segments saw William Sadler[image: External link] reprise his role as President Matthew Ellis, including an "exclusive" interview and his reaction to the incident involving the Avengers in Lagos.[208][209] On May 2, 2016, Evans, Renner, and executives from Marvel rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange in honor of the film's theatrical release.[210]
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 Merchandise




At the 2015 Licensing International Expo, Disney Consumer Products announced that they would partner with licensees including Hasbro, Lego, Funko, Hot Wheels, Rubies, Mad Engine, C-Life, Jay Franco, Global Brand Group, Kellogg's, Hallmark and American Greetings to sell merchandise related to the film;[211] Coca-Cola,[212] Google, Samsung, Wrigley, Harley Davidson, Audi[image: External link], Synchrony Financial, Pringles, Keebler, Pizza Hut, Pop Secret, Mouser Electronics, and Vivo, among other brands, were also licensees for the film.[213] Paul Gitter, senior VP of licensing for Marvel at Disney Consumer Products said that they will build off the success of licensed products for Avengers: Age of Ultron, including a focus on a celebration of Captain America's 75th anniversary, female apparel, healthy living and travel, and on marketing newer characters such as War Machine, Falcon, Vision, Black Widow and Black Panther. "The Avengers team is both aspirational and hugely merchandisable, made up of multiple, unique heroes coming together with amazing skills, cool vehicles and a high tech headquarters," said Gitter. "Captain America: Civil War not only gives us new storytelling for our favorite superheroes, but also introduces new ones allowing us to expand product lines for kids and fans."[211] As part of the $200 million marketing effort for the film, Harley Davidson created two customized motorcycles for the film, Audi debuted a commercial directed by the Russos featuring unreleased scenes from the film, while Pizza Hut debuted collectible boxes and Kellogg's, Pringles, and Keebler products featured virtual reality experiences. The lead-up to the film's release culminated in a massive online vote across Google, YouTube, and Twitter for either Team Captain America or Team Iron Man.[213]

Marvel Comics released a four-issue comic prelude[image: External link] by writer Will Corona Pilgrim and artist Szymon Kudranski, beginning in December 2015, that adapted the events of Iron Man 3 and Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[214] On February 10, Marvel Comics released another comic prelude, a single-issue infinite comic set between The Winter Soldier and Civil War.[215] Written again by Pilgrim, the comic is told from the perspectives of Barnes, Rumlow, and Rogers, showing how each ended up where they begin Civil War. Art for each character's perspective is provided by Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka, and Guillermo Mogorron, respectively.[216]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Captain America: Civil War was released on digital download by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment on September 2, 2016, and on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on September 13, 2016. The digital and Blu-ray releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, a blooper reel, and an exclusive preview of Doctor Strange.[217] The digital release comes with an exclusive "mockumentary" short film, Team Thor, directed by Thor: Ragnarok director Taika Waititi, which was originally screened at San Diego Comic Con 2016 and showed what Thor was doing during the events of Civil War.[218]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Captain America: Civil War grossed $408.1 million in the U.S. and Canada and $745.2 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $1.153 billion.[3] By May 10, 2016, the film had grossed $737.8 million, surpassing the entire theatrical gross of its predecessor, Captain America: The Winter Soldier ($714.4 million).[219] It became the highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link],[220][221] the fourth-highest-grossing superhero film of all time,[222] and the third-highest-grossing film in the U.S. and Canada of 2016, behind Rogue One and Finding Dory.[223] Deadline Hollywood calculated the net profit of the film to be $193.4 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it eighth on their list of 2016's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[224]
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 United States and Canada




Two weeks ahead of its release, Fandango announced that the film outsold all previous Marvel Cinematic Universe films at the same point in the sales cycle,[225] and by its opening week, had reached the highest advance sales for a superhero film, representing 90% of the site's weekend ticket sales.[226] Captain America: Civil War earned $75.5 million on its opening day. The film's Friday gross included $25 million from Thursday previews, the second-highest Thursday preview gross among Marvel films, with $3.1 million of the $25 million coming from IMAX theaters, a new Marvel record. The film went on to earn $61.2 million on Saturday and $42.4 million on Sunday, for a total opening weekend gross of $179.1 million, the third-highest for a Marvel film and fifth-highest of all time. Of the $179.1 million, $16 million was from IMAX, the second best for an MCU film.[227] Initial projections for Captain America: Civil War had it earning between $175–200 million on its opening weekend,[228][229] with the projection being revised to $172–178 million after Friday.[227] BoxOffice called it "the safest box office bet" since Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[230] The film remained at number one in its second weekend,[231] and fell to second in its third, behind The Angry Birds Movie.[232] In its fourth weekend, Captain America: Civil War became the highest-grossing film of 2016 in North America,[233] and by June 17, 2016, became the first film of 2016 to surpass $400 million.[234]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other territories




Captain America: Civil War's opening in 15 countries on April 27, 2016, earned $14.9 million,[174] followed by $23.8 million the next day from 15 more countries, and $45.3 million two days later from 8 additional countries, for a three-day total of $84 million.[235] Its first weekend brought a total of $200.4 million,[177] after being projected to earn anywhere between $180–250 million,[236] with $9.4 million coming from IMAX. The film debuted at number one in all countries except Japan.[177] The film stayed at number one in its second weekend, earning $217 million, with existing territories seeing a 55% decline in earnings, while surpassing the entire international earnings of previous Captain America films, along with other MCU films. For IMAX in its second weekend, Captain America: Civil War earned $31 million, a new record for a day-and-date opening for a Marvel film.[237] By its third weekend, the film remained at number one in some territories, being overtaken by The Angry Birds Movie in others, and became the top film of 2016 and fourth-highest-grossing superhero film outside of North America.[238]

It set records for the largest opening day in Mexico ($7.3 million),[235] opening day of 2016 in France ($2.4 million),[174] the second-largest opening day in Brazil ($2.7 million)[235] and the United Arab Emirates,[237] the largest superhero opening day in the Netherlands,[235] and the largest superhero opening in Turkey and Ukraine.[237] It set opening weekend records in Brazil ($12.9 million), Mexico ($20.4 million), and the Philippines ($7.7 million), and was the second-largest opening weekend in Hong Kong ($6.9 million) and Thailand ($9.4 million). In the United Kingdom, the film earned the second-largest opening day and weekend of 2016 with $20.5 million, while France had the top 2016 opening weekend with $10.1 million. Germany had the best four-day opening of 2016 with $8.1 million, and Spain had the second-largest three-day opening of 2016 with $4.2 million.[177] For South Korea, the film was the largest non-Korean opening and largest Marvel opening in history.[178] China had the second best IMAX opening ($9.5 million), as well as the second-largest opening weekend for a Hollywood film ($95.6 million),[237] with the film eventually becoming the third-highest Disney release in the country after 10 days,[238] and the second largest superhero film.[222] Japan saw the film open third with $4.2 million, behind Detective Conan: The Darkest Nightmare ($5.3 million) and Zootopia ($4.8 million).[239] The film's largest markets were China ($190.4 million), South Korea ($62.8 million), and the United Kingdom ($53.2 million).[240]
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 Critical response




The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 91% approval rating based on 363 reviews, with an average rating of 7.7/10. The website's critical consensus reads, "Captain America: Civil War begins the next wave of Marvel movies with an action-packed superhero blockbuster boasting a decidedly non-cartoonish plot and the courage to explore thought-provoking themes."[241] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 75 out of 100 based on 52 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[242] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an "A" grade on a scale of A+ to F.[227]

Justin Chang of Variety called it "the most mature and substantive picture to have yet emerged from the Marvel Cinematic Universe."[243] Sheri Linden of The Hollywood Reporter said, "Call it 'civil war' or call it brand extension; call it a 'cinematic universe' or a corporate behemoth—the latest Marvel extravaganza furthers the studio's cross-pollination of action franchises in a way that's sure to satisfy devotees."[244] Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph wrote, "This is the cinematic superhero showdown you've dreamt of since childhood, precisely because that's everything—and all—it wants to be."[245] Catherine Shoard of The Guardian called it, "a huge aspartame rush of a film: a giant irresistible snack, not nutritious, but very tasty."[246] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times wrote, "Kudos to co-directors Anthony and Joe Russo and the team of writers for juggling more than a dozen comic-book characters and nearly that many plot lines, and only occasionally getting us (and by us I mean me) lost in the geek weeds."[247] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times said, "If you live and breathe Marvel, this is one of the MCU's stronger offerings. If you are a spy coming in from the cold, the answer is not so clear."[248] A. O. Scott of The New York Times[image: External link] wrote, "Captain America: Civil War does not in any way transcend the conventions of the genre. On the contrary: It succeeds because it doesn't really try."[249]

Conversely, Stephen Whitty of the New York Daily News said, "Although it's called Captain America: Civil War, the latest Marvel movie is actually a supersized Avengers picture—overstuffed to bursting. And sometimes during its two and a half hour running time, it just goes bust."[250] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle said, "As a work of thought, Civil War is compromised, but at least there are thoughts to compromise. As an action film, it has its moments, but aside from the big opening sequence—the action scenes are a bit flat."[251] Andrew O'Hehir writing for Salon said, "Much of Captain America: Civil War is just the laborious working-out of leftover dangling plot elements from Captain America: The Winter Soldier two summers ago."[252] While Nicholas Barber of BBC gave the film a generally favorable review, praising both its visuals and action sequences, he criticized the fact that there was "no cogent reason for any of [the Avengers] to be on one side or the other, which is why their inevitable dust-up feels like a game of dodgeball in a school playground."[253] Mark Millar, writer of the "Civil War" comic storyline on which the film was based, felt the film "had a good opening twenty [minutes], but then I honestly can't remember what the movie was about." He also felt the film lacked levity, especially considering the Russo brothers' background in comedy.[254]
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 Future




According to Feige, Civil War is the conclusion of the Captain America trilogy that began with The First Avenger.[265] While it is the final standalone Captain America film in Evans' contract with Marvel Studios,[266] Evans stated in September 2015 that he was open to extending his contract past Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel, the final films on his contract at the time.[267]
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 Notes







	
^ As depicted in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron.[4]
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Russo Brothers






Anthony Russo and Joseph V. "Joe" Russo (collectively known as the Russo brothers) are American film and television directors. The brothers direct most of their work jointly, and also occasionally work as producers, screenwriters, actors, and editors. The brothers directed the superhero films Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014) and Captain America: Civil War (2016), and will be directing Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019). They are also known for their work on the comedy series Arrested Development[image: External link], for which they won an Emmy Award[image: External link], and Community[image: External link].
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Anthony and Joe Russo were raised in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link], and attended Benedictine High School[image: External link].[1] Their parents are Patricia and Basil Russo, an attorney and former judge.[2] Joe graduated from The University of Iowa[image: External link] and majored in English and writing.[3][4] The Russos were graduate students at Case Western Reserve University[image: External link] when they began directing, writing, and producing their first feature, Pieces. They financed the film with student loans and credit cards.[5] After viewing Pieces at a film festival, Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] approached the duo and offered to produce their next film, along with his producing partner George Clooney[image: External link].[5] This project was the crime comedy Welcome to Collinwood, starring William H. Macy[image: External link], Sam Rockwell[image: External link], and Clooney.

FX network[image: External link] executive Kevin Reilly[image: External link] hired the Russos to direct the pilot for the series Lucky[image: External link], having liked the pair's work on Collinwood.[5] Ron Howard[image: External link] was a fan of the pilot, and he had a hand in hiring the brothers to direct the pilot[image: External link] for Fox[image: External link]'s Arrested Development[image: External link].[5] The brothers won an Emmy[image: External link] for their work on the episode.

In 2006, the Russo brothers returned to film, directing the Owen Wilson[image: External link] comedy You, Me, and Dupree[image: External link]. The film grossed $130 million worldwide.[5] For the 2007–08 TV season, the Russos joined the crew of the ABC[image: External link] series Carpoolers[image: External link] as executive producers and directors. They served as executive producers and directors on the first several seasons of the NBC[image: External link] sitcom[image: External link] Community[image: External link] and the ABC[image: External link] series Happy Endings[image: External link].

In July 2013, the brothers wrapped principal production on Captain America: The Winter Soldier, a superhero sequel for Marvel Studios; the film was released on April 4, 2014.[6]

In January 2014, the brothers signed on to return to direct the third Captain America film, Captain America: Civil War, which was released on May 6, 2016. In May 2014, they were announced to co-write and direct The Gray Man. In March 2015, the brothers were set to direct an all-male installment in the rebooted series of the Ghostbusters franchise[image: External link], produced by Sony's new-founded production company, Ghost Corps.[7][8][9] However, as of March 2016, the Russos are no longer attached to the Ghostbusters project.[10] On March 23, 2015, it was confirmed that the Russo brothers will direct Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel, which are scheduled for release in 2018 and 2019.[11] The brothers announced that they're financing the Los Angeles and Beijing joint-production company called Anthem & Song, producing the Chinese superhero movie The Hero’s Awakening.[12][13]
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Kevin Feige






Kevin Feige, p.g.a.[image: External link] (/'faIgi /[image: External link] FY -ghee[image: External link]; born June 2, 1973)[1][2] is an American film producer and president of Marvel Studios.[3] The films he has produced have a combined worldwide box office gross of over $14 billion.[4]
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 Early life and career




Feige was raised in Westfield, New Jersey[image: External link],[2] where he graduated from Westfield High School[image: External link].[5] His grandfather had been a television producer in the 1950s, having worked on soap operas[image: External link] including The Guiding Light[image: External link] and As the World Turns[image: External link].[1]

After high school, Feige applied to the University of Southern California School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the alma mater[image: External link] of his favorite directors: George Lucas[image: External link], Ron Howard[image: External link] and Robert Zemeckis[image: External link]. His first five applications were rejected, but he persevered and was accepted on the sixth.[1]

His early work includes being assistant to executive producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] on Volcano[image: External link] and You've Got Mail[image: External link].

In 2000, he was hired by Marvel as a producer.[1]
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 Film producer




On the first X-Men film, Donner made Feige an associate producer, due to his knowledge of the Marvel Universe[image: External link].[2] Impressing Avi Arad[image: External link], he was hired to work as his second-in-command at Marvel Studios that same year.[6] Feige was named president of production for Marvel Studios in March 2007.[7]

Feige received the Motion Picture Showman of the Year award at the ICG Publicists Guild Awards on February 22, 2013. The Awards committee chairman, Henri Bollinger, said "Kevin Feige's understanding and appreciation of publicity and promotion in the role of a movie's success has led to a string of blockbuster feature films adapted from the pages of Marvel comic books during the past 10 years."[8] As of April 2015, his contract with Marvel Studios will end in 2018.[9]
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 Personal life




Feige is married to wife Caitlin,[10] a cardiothoracic nurse with whom he has a daughter born circa 2009.[2]
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Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely






Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely are American screenwriters[image: External link] and producers[image: External link]. They are known for their work in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, having written the three Captain America films (The First Avenger, The Winter Soldier and Civil War), Thor: The Dark World, the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel,[1] and created ABC[image: External link]'s Agent Carter TV series. They are also the screenwriters of The Chronicles of Narnia film franchise[image: External link].[2]

They made their screenwriting debut in 2004 with The Life and Death of Peter Sellers, for which they won a Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Miniseries, Movie or a Dramatic Special[image: External link]. They also wrote the films You Kill Me and Pain & Gain.[3]
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Agent Carter (creators, writers, producers) (2015–2016)
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Captain America






For other uses, see Captain America (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about Steve Rogers. For the subsequent versions of the character, see List of incarnations of Captain America.

Captain America is a fictional character[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Created by cartoonists[image: External link] Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, the character first appeared[image: External link] in Captain America Comics #1 (cover dated[image: External link] March 1941) from Timely Comics[image: External link], a predecessor of Marvel Comics. Captain America was designed as a patriotic[image: External link] supersoldier[image: External link] who often fought the Axis powers[image: External link] of World War II[image: External link] and was Timely Comics' most popular character during the wartime period. The popularity of superheroes waned following the war and the Captain America comic book was discontinued in 1950, with a short-lived revival in 1953. Since Marvel Comics revived the character in 1964, Captain America has remained in publication.

The character wears a costume bearing an American flag[image: External link] motif[image: External link], and he utilizes a nearly indestructible shield which he throws as a projectile. Captain America is the alter ego[image: External link] of Steve Rogers, a frail young man enhanced to the peak of human perfection by an experimental serum to aid the United States[image: External link] government's efforts in World War II. Near the end of the war, he was trapped in ice and survived in suspended animation[image: External link] until he was revived in the present day. Although Captain America often struggles to maintain his ideals as a man out of his time with its modern realities, he remains a highly respected figure in his community which includes becoming the long-time leader of the Avengers.

Captain America was the first Marvel Comics character to appear in media outside comics with the release of the 1944 movie serial[image: External link], Captain America. Since then, the character has been featured in other films and television series. In the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), the character is portrayed by Chris Evans in Captain America: The First Avenger, The Avengers[image: External link], Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: Civil War, Spider-Man: Homecoming, and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).

Captain America is ranked sixth on IGN's "Top 100 Comic Book Heroes of All Time" in 2011,[1] second in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012,[2] and second in their "Top 25 best Marvel superheroes" list in 2014.[3]
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 Publication history




Further information: List of Captain America titles
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 Creation




In 1940, writer Joe Simon conceived the idea for Captain America and made a sketch of the character in costume.[4] "I wrote the name 'Super American' at the bottom of the page," Simon said in his autobiography, and then decided:

Simon recalled in his autobiography that Timely Comics[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link] gave him the go-ahead and directed that a Captain America solo comic book series be published as soon as possible. Needing to fill a full comic with primarily one character's stories, Simon did not believe that his regular creative partner, artist Jack Kirby, could handle the workload alone:

Al Liederman would ink that first issue, which was lettered by Simon and Kirby's regular letterer, Howard Ferguson.[6]

Simon said Captain America was a consciously political creation; he and Kirby were morally repulsed by the actions of Nazi Germany[image: External link] in the years leading up to the United States' involvement in World War II[image: External link] and felt war was inevitable: "The opponents to the war were all quite well organized. We wanted to have our say too."[7]
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 Golden Age




Captain America Comics #1 — cover-dated[image: External link] March 1941[8] and on sale December 20, 1940,[9][10] a year before the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], but a full year into World War II — showed the protagonist punching Nazi leader Adolf Hitler[image: External link]; it sold nearly one million copies.[11] While most readers responded favorably to the comic, some took objection. Simon noted, "When the first issue came out we got a lot of ... threatening letters and hate mail. Some people really opposed what Cap stood for."[7] The threats, which included menacing groups of people loitering out on the street outside of the offices, proved so serious that police protection was posted with New York Mayor[image: External link] Fiorello La Guardia[image: External link] personally contacting Simon and Kirby to give his support.[12]

Though preceded as a "patriotically themed superhero" by MLJ[image: External link]'s The Shield[image: External link], Captain America immediately became the most prominent and enduring of that wave of superheroes introduced in American comic books prior to and during World War II,[13] as evidenced by the unusual move at the time of premiering the character in his own title instead of an anthology title first. This popularity drew the attention and a complaint from MLJ that the character's triangular shield too closely resembled the chest symbol of their Shield character. In response, Goodman had Simon and Kirby create a distinctive round shield for issue 2, which went on to become an iconic element of the character.[14] With his sidekick Bucky[image: External link], Captain America faced Nazis[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], and other threats to wartime America and the Allies[image: External link]. Stanley Lieber, now better known as Stan Lee, contributed to the character in issue #3 in the filler text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge", which introduced the character's use of his shield as a returning throwing weapon.[15] Captain America soon became Timely's most popular character and even had a fan-club called the "Sentinels of Liberty".[7]

Circulation figures remained close to a million copies per month after the debut issue, which outstripped even the circulation of news magazines such as Time[image: External link] during the period.[13][16] After the Simon and Kirby team moved to DC Comics[image: External link] in late 1941, having produced Captain America Comics through issue #10 (January 1942), Al Avison[image: External link] and Syd Shores[image: External link] became regular pencillers[image: External link] of the celebrated title, with one generally inking[image: External link] over the other. The character was featured in All Winners Comics[image: External link] #1–19 (Summer 1941 – Fall 1946), Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] #80–84 and #86–92, USA Comics[image: External link] #6–17 (Dec. 1942 – Fall 1945), and All Select Comics[image: External link] #1–10 (Fall 1943 – Summer 1946).

In the post-war era, with the popularity of superheroes fading, Captain America led Timely's first superhero team, the All-Winners Squad[image: External link], in its two published adventures, in All Winners Comics[image: External link] #19 and #21 (Fall–Winter 1946; there was no issue #20). After Bucky was shot and wounded in a 1948 Captain America story, he was succeeded by Captain America's girlfriend, Betsy Ross, who became the superheroine Golden Girl. Captain America Comics ran until issue #73 (July 1949),[17] at which time the series was retitled Captain America's Weird Tales for two issues,[18] with the finale being a horror/suspense anthology issue with no superheroes.

Atlas Comics[image: External link] attempted to revive its superhero titles when it reintroduced Captain America, along with the original Human Torch and the Sub-Mariner, in Young Men #24 (Dec. 1953). Billed as "Captain America, Commie Smasher!" Captain America appeared during the next year in Young Men #24–28 and Men's Adventures #27–28, as well as in issues #76–78 of an eponymous title. Atlas' attempted superhero revival was a commercial failure,[19] and the character's title was canceled with Captain America #78 (Sept. 1954).
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 Silver and Bronze Age




In the Human Torch[image: External link] story titled "Captain America" in Marvel Comics' Strange Tales[image: External link] #114 (Nov. 1963),[20] writer-editor Stan Lee and artist and co-plotter Jack Kirby depicted the brash young Fantastic Four[image: External link] member Johnny Storm, the Human Torch, in an exhibition performance with Captain America, described as a legendary World War II and 1950s superhero who has returned after many years of apparent retirement. The 18-page story ends with this Captain America revealed as an impostor: it was actually the villain the Acrobat[image: External link], a former circus performer the Torch had defeated in Strange Tales #106, who broke two thieves out of jail, hoping to draw the police away while trying to rob the local bank. Afterward, Storm digs out an old comic book in which Captain America is shown to be Steve Rogers. A caption in the final panel says this story was a test to see if readers would like Captain America to return. According to Lee, fan response to the tryout was very enthusiastic.[21]

Captain America was then formally reintroduced in The Avengers #4 (March 1964),[22] which explained that in the final days of World War II, he had fallen from an experimental drone plane[image: External link] into the North Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] and spent decades frozen in a block of ice in a state of suspended animation. The hero found a new generation of readers as leader of that superhero team. Following the success of other Marvel characters introduced during the 1960s, Captain America was recast as a hero "haunted by past memories, and trying to adapt to 1960s society".[23]

After then guest-starring in the feature "Iron Man" in Tales of Suspense #58 (Oct. 1964), Captain America gained his own solo feature in that "split book", beginning the following issue.[24] Issue #63 (March 1965), which retold Captain America's origin, through issue #71 (Nov. 1965) was a period feature set during World War II and co-starred Captain America's Golden Age sidekick, Bucky. Kirby drew all but two of the stories in Tales of Suspense, which became Captain America with #100 (April 1968);[25] Gil Kane[image: External link] and John Romita Sr.[image: External link], each filled in once. Several stories were finished by penciller-inker George Tuska[image: External link] over Kirby layouts, with one finished by Romita Sr. and another by penciller Dick Ayers[image: External link] and inker John Tartaglione[image: External link]. Kirby's regular inkers on the series were Frank Giacoia[image: External link] (as "Frank Ray") and Joe Sinnott[image: External link], though Don Heck[image: External link] and Golden Age Captain America artist Syd Shores[image: External link] inked one story each.

This series — considered Captain America volume one by comics researchers and historians,[26] following the 1940s Captain America Comics and its 1950s numbering continuation of Tales of Suspense — ended with #454 (Aug. 1996).

This series was almost immediately followed by the 13-issue Captain America vol. 2 (Nov. 1996 – Nov. 1997, part of the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" crossover),[27] the 50-issue Captain America vol. 3 (Jan. 1998 – Feb. 2002),[28] the 32-issue Captain America vol. 4 (June 2002 – Dec. 2004),[29] and Captain America vol. 5 (Jan. 2005 – Aug. 2011).[30] Beginning with the 600th overall issue (Aug. 2009), Captain America resumed its original numbering, as if the series numbering had continued uninterrupted after #454.
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 Modern Age




As part of the aftermath of Marvel Comics' company-crossover storyline "Civil War", Steve Rogers was ostensibly killed in Captain America vol. 5, #25 (March 2007).

The storyline of Rogers' return began in issue #600.[31][32] Rogers, who was not dead but caroming through time, returned to the present day in the six-issue miniseries Captain America: Reborn (Sept. 2009 – March 2010).[33]

After Rogers' return, Barnes, at Rogers' insistence, continued as Captain America, beginning in the one-shot[image: External link] comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield? (Feb. 2010). While Bucky Barnes continued adventuring in the pages of Captain America, Steve Rogers received his own miniseries (Steve Rogers: Super-Soldier) as well as taking on the leadership position in a new Secret Avengers ongoing series.

Spinoff series included Captain America Sentinel of Liberty (Sept. 1998 – Aug. 1999) and Captain America and the Falcon (May 2004 – June 2005). The 1940s Captain America appeared alongside the 1940s Human Torch[image: External link] and Sub-Mariner[image: External link] in the 12-issue miniseries[image: External link] Avengers/Invaders.[34][35] The 2007 mini-series[image: External link] Captain America: The Chosen, written by David Morrell[image: External link] and penciled by Mitchell Breitweiser, depicts a dying Steve Rogers' final minutes, at S.H.I.E.L.D. headquarters, as his spirit guides James Newman, a young American Marine fighting in Afghanistan[image: External link]. The Chosen is not part of the main Marvel Universe continuity.[36][37]

During the "Two Americas" storyline that ran in issues #602-605, the series drew controversy for the similarity between protesters depicted in the comic and the Tea Party movement[image: External link]. Particularly drawing scorn was a panel of a protester holding sign that read "Tea Bag the Libs Before They Tea Bag You!"[38] Also drawing controversy were remarks made by the Falcon implying that the crowd is racist.[39] In his column on Comic Book Resources, Marvel Comics Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada[image: External link] apologized for the sign, claiming that it was mistake added by the letterer at the last minute.[40]

The character, first as agent Steve Rogers and later after resuming his identity as Captain America, appeared as a regular character throughout the 2010–2013 Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through its final issue #34 (January 2013). The character appeared as agent Steve Rogers as a regular character in the 2010–2013 Secret Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through issue #21 (March 2012); the character made guest appearances as Captain America in issues #21.1, #22–23, #35, and the final issue of the series #37 (March 2013).

Marvel stated in May 2011 that Rogers, following the public death of Bucky Barnes in the Fear Itself[image: External link] miniseries, would resume his Captain America identity in a sixth volume of Captain America, by writer Ed Brubaker[image: External link] and artist Steve McNiven[image: External link].[41][42] The Captain America title continued from issue #620 featuring team up stories with Bucky (#620-#628),[43] Hawkeye (#629-#632),[44] Iron Man (#633–635),[45] Namor (#635.1),[46] and Black Widow (#636-#640),[47] and the title ended its print run with issue #640.

Captain America is a regular character in Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] (2012), beginning with issue #1 as part of Marvel NOW![image: External link]. Captain America vol. 7 was launched in November 2012 with a January 2013 cover date by writer Rick Remender[image: External link] and artist John Romita Jr.[image: External link].[48]

On July 16, 2014 Marvel Comics announced that the mantle of Captain America would be passed on by Rogers (who in the most recent storyline has been turned into a 90-year-old man) to his long-time ally The Falcon, with the series being relaunched as All-New Captain America.[49]

Marvel announced that Rogers will become Captain America once again in the comic series Captain America: Steve Rogers.[50] This new series follows the events of “Avengers: Standoff![image: External link],” in which Captain America is restored to his youthful state following an encounter with the sentient Cosmic Cube, Kobik, and his past is drastically rewritten under the instructions of the Red Skull. Afterward, Captain America plots to set himself and Hydra in a position where they can conquer America in Marvel’s event “Secret Empire[image: External link].”[51]
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 Legal status




In 1966 Joe Simon sued the owners of Marvel Comics, asserting that he—not Marvel—was legally entitled to renew the copyright[image: External link] upon the expiration of the original 28-year term. The two parties settled out of court, with Simon agreeing to a statement that the character had been created under terms of employment by the publisher, and therefore it was work for hire[image: External link] owned by them.[52]

In 1999, Simon filed to claim the copyright to Captain America under a provision of the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link] which allowed the original creators of works that had been sold to corporations to reclaim them after the original 56-year copyright term (but not the longer term enacted by the new legislation) had expired. Marvel Entertainment challenged the claim, arguing that the settlement of Simon's 1966 suit made the character ineligible for termination of the copyright transfer. Simon and Marvel settled out of court in 2003, in a deal that paid Simon royalties for merchandising and licensing use of the character.[52][53]
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 1940s




Steven Rogers was born in the Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], in 1920 to poor Irish[image: External link] immigrants, Sarah and Joseph Rogers.[54] Joseph died when Steve was a child, and Sarah died of pneumonia while Steve was a teen. By early 1940, before America's entry into World War II[image: External link], Rogers is a tall, scrawny fine arts[image: External link] student specializing in illustration and a comic book writer and artist.

Disturbed by the rise of the Third Reich[image: External link], Rogers attempts to enlist but is rejected due to his frail body. His resolution attracts the notice of U.S. Army General Chester Phillips[image: External link] and "Project: Rebirth". Rogers is used as a test subject for the Super-Soldier[image: External link] project, receiving a special serum made by "Dr. Josef Reinstein",[55][56] later retroactively changed[image: External link] to a code name for the scientist Abraham Erskine[image: External link].[57]

The serum is a success and transforms Steve Rogers into a nearly perfect human being with peak strength, agility, stamina, and intelligence. The success of the program leaves Erskine wondering about replicating the experiment on other human beings.[56] The process itself has been inconsistently detailed: While in the original material Rogers is shown receiving injections of the Super-Serum, when the origin was retold in the 1960s, the Comic Code Authority[image: External link] had already put a veto over graphic description of drug intake and abuse, and thus the Super-Serum was retconned into an oral formula.[58] Later accounts hint at a combination of oral and intravenous treatments with a strenuous training regimen, culminating in the Vita-Ray exposure.

Erskine refused to write down every crucial element of the treatment, leaving behind a flawed, imperfect knowledge of the steps. Thus, when the Nazi spy[image: External link] Heinz Kruger[image: External link] killed him, Erskine's method of creating new Super-Soldiers died. Captain America, in his first act after his transformation, avenges Erskine. In the 1941 origin story and in Tales of Suspense #63, Kruger dies when running into machinery but is not killed by Rogers; in the Captain America #109 and #255 revisions, Rogers causes the spy's death by punching him into machinery.[56]

Unable to create new Super-Soldiers and willing to hide the Project Rebirth fiasco, the American government casts Rogers as a patriotic superhero, able to counter the menace of the Red Skull as a counter-intelligence[image: External link] agent. He is supplied with a patriotic uniform of his own design,[54] a bulletproof shield, a personal side arm[image: External link], and the codename Captain America, while posing as a clumsy infantry[image: External link] private at Camp Lehigh in Virginia. He forms a friendship with the camp's teenage mascot[image: External link], James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes.[55]

Barnes learns of Rogers' dual identity[image: External link] and offers to keep the secret if he can become Captain America's sidekick[image: External link]. During their adventures, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] presents Captain America with a new shield, forged from an alloy of steel[image: External link] and vibranium, fused by an unknown catalyst, so effective that it replaces his own firearm.[57] Throughout World War II, Captain America and Bucky fight the Nazi menace both on their own and as members of the superhero team the Invaders as seen in the 1970s comic of the same name.[59] Captain America fights in numerous battles in World War II, primarily as a member of 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment[image: External link] "Blue Spaders".[60] Captain America battles a number of criminal menaces on American soil, including a wide variety of costumed villains: the Wax Man,[61] the Hangman,[62] the Fang,[63] the Black Talon,[64] and the White Death,[65] among others.

In addition to Bucky, Captain America was occasionally assisted by the Sentinels of Liberty[image: External link].[66] Sentinels of Liberty was the title given to members of the Captain America Comics fan club who Captain America sometimes addressed as an aside, or as characters in the Captain America Comics stories.

In late April 1945, during the closing days of World War II, Captain America and Bucky try to stop the villainous Baron Zemo[image: External link] from destroying an experimental drone plane. Zemo launches the plane with an armed explosive on it with Rogers and Barnes in hot pursuit. The pair reaches the plane just before take off. When Bucky tries to defuse the bomb, it explodes in mid-air. Rogers is hurled into the freezing waters of the North Atlantic. Both are presumed dead, though it is later revealed that neither one died.[67]
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 Late 1940s to 1950s




Captain America appeared in comics for the next few years, changing from World War II-era hero fighting the Nazis to confronting the United States' newest enemy, Communism[image: External link]. The revival of the character in the mid-1950s was short-lived, and events during that time period are later retconned[image: External link] to show that multiple people operated using the code name to explain the changes in the character. These post World War II successors are listed as William Naslund and Jeffrey Mace.

The last of these other official Captains, William Burnside,[68] was a history graduate enamored with the Captain America mythos, having his appearance surgically altered to resemble Rogers and legally changing his name to "Steve Rogers", becoming the new "1950s Captain America".[69] He self-administered to himself and his pupil James "Jack" Monroe a flawed, incomplete copy of the Super-Serum, which made no mention about the necessary Vita-Ray portion of the treatment. As a result, while Burnside and Monroe became the new Captain America and Bucky, they became violently paranoid, often raving about innocent people being communist sympathizers during the height of the Red Scare[image: External link] of the 1950s. Their insanity forced the U.S. government to place them in indefinite cryogenic storage until they could be cured of their mental illness.[70] Monroe would later be cured and assume the Nomad identity.[71]
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 1960s to 1970s




Years later, the superhero team the Avengers discovers Steve Rogers' body in the North Atlantic. After he revives, they piece together that Rogers has been preserved in a block of ice since 1945, surviving because of his enhancements from Project: Rebirth. The block began to melt after the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], enraged that an Inuit[image: External link] tribe is worshipping the frozen figure, throws it into the ocean.[67] Rogers accepts membership in the Avengers, and his experience in individual combat service and his time with the Invaders makes him a valuable asset. He quickly assumes leadership[72] and has typically returned to that position throughout the team's history.

Captain America is plagued by guilt for having been unable to prevent Bucky's death. Although he takes the young Rick Jones (who closely resembles Bucky) under his tutelage, he refuses for some time to allow Jones to take up the Bucky identity, not wishing to be responsible for another youth's death. Insisting that his hero move on from that loss, Jones convinces Rogers to let him don the Bucky costume,[73] but this partnership lasts only a short time; a disguised Red Skull, impersonating Rogers with the help of the Cosmic Cube[image: External link], drives Jones away.

Rogers reunites with his old war comrade Nick Fury, who is similarly well-preserved due to the "Infinity Formula". As a result, Rogers regularly undertakes missions for the security agency S.H.I.E.L.D., for which Fury is public director.[74] Through Fury, Rogers befriends Sharon Carter, a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent,[75] with whom he eventually begins a romantic relationship.

Rogers later meets and trains Sam Wilson, who becomes the superhero the Falcon,[76] the first African-American[image: External link] superhero in mainstream comic books.[77][78] The characters established an enduring friendship and adventuring partnership, sharing the series title for some time as Captain America and the Falcon.[79] The two later encounter the revived but still insane 1950s Captain America[image: External link].[69][70][80][81][82] Although Rogers and the Falcon defeat the faux Rogers and Jack Monroe, Rogers becomes deeply disturbed that he could have suffered his counterpart's fate. During this period, Rogers temporarily gains super strength.[83]

The series dealt with the Marvel Universe[image: External link]'s version of the Watergate scandal[image: External link],[84][85][86] making Rogers so uncertain about his role that he abandons his Captain America identity in favor of one called Nomad,[87] emphasizing the word's meaning as "man without a country". During this time, several men unsuccessfully assume the Captain America identity.[88] Rogers eventually re-assumes it after coming to consider that the identity could be a symbol of American ideals and not its government; it's a personal conviction epitomized when he later confronted a corrupt Army officer attempting to manipulate him by appealing to his loyalty, "I'm loyal to nothing, General ... except the [American] Dream." Jack Monroe, cured of his mental instability, later takes up the Nomad alias.[89] Sharon Carter is believed to have been killed while under the mind control of Dr. Faustus.[90]
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 1980s to 1990s




The 1980s included a run by writer Roger Stern[image: External link] and artist John Byrne[image: External link]. Stern had Rogers consider a run for President of the United States in Captain America #250 (June 1980),[91] an idea originally developed by Roger McKenzie[image: External link] and Don Perlin[image: External link]. Stern, in his capacity as editor of the title, originally rejected the idea but later changed his mind about the concept.[92][93] McKenzie and Perlin received credit for the idea on the letters page at Stern's insistence.[94] Stern additionally introduced a new love interest, law student Bernie Rosenthal[image: External link], in Captain America #248 (Aug. 1980).[95]

Writer J. M. DeMatteis[image: External link] revealed the true face and full origin of the Red Skull in Captain America #298–300, and had Captain America take on Jack Monroe, Nomad, as a partner for a time.[89] Around this time, the heroes gathered by the Beyonder[image: External link] elect Rogers as leader during their stay on Battleworld in the 1984 miniseries Secret Wars[image: External link]. Homophobia[image: External link] is dealt with as Rogers runs into a childhood friend named Arnold Roth[image: External link] who is gay.[96][97]

Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] became the writer of the series with issue #307 (July 1985) and wrote 137 issues for 10 consecutive years from until #443 (Sept. 1995),[98] the most issues by any single author in the character's history. Gruenwald created several new foes, including Crossbones and the Serpent Society. Other Gruenwald characters included Diamondback,[99] Super Patriot,[100] and Demolition Man.[101] Gruenwald explored numerous political and social themes as well, such as extreme idealism when Captain America fights the anti-nationalist terrorist Flag-Smasher;[102] and vigilantism[image: External link] when he hunts the murderous Scourge of the Underworld.[103]

Rogers receives a large back-pay reimbursement dating back to his disappearance at the end of World War II, and a government commission[image: External link] orders him to work directly for the U.S. government. Already troubled by the corruption he had encountered with the Nuke incident in New York City[image: External link],[104] Rogers chooses instead to resign his identity,[105][106] and then takes the alias of "the Captain".[107] A replacement Captain America, John Walker, struggles to emulate Rogers' ideals until pressure from hidden enemies helps to drive Walker insane. Rogers returns to the Captain America identity[108] while a recovered Walker becomes the U.S. Agent.[109]

Sometime afterward, Rogers avoids the explosion of a methamphetamine[image: External link] lab, but the drug triggers a chemical reaction in the Super-Soldier serum in his system. To combat the reaction, Rogers has the serum removed from his body and trains constantly to maintain his physical condition.[110] A retcon[image: External link] later establishes that the serum was not a drug per se, which would have metabolized out of his system, but in fact a virus-like organism that effected a biochemical and genetic change. This additionally explained how nemesis the Red Skull, who at the time inhabited a body cloned[image: External link] from Rogers' cells, has the formula in his body.

Because of his altered biochemistry, Rogers' body begins to deteriorate, and for a time he must wear a powered exoskeleton[image: External link] and is eventually placed again in suspended animation. During this time, he is given a transfusion of blood from the Red Skull, which cures his condition and stabilizes the Super-Soldier virus in his system. Captain America returns to crime fighting and the Avengers.[111][112]

Following Gruenwald's departure from the series, Mark Waid took over and resurrected Sharon Carter as Cap's love interest. The title was then relaunched under Rob Liefeld as Cap became part of the Heroes Reborn[image: External link] universe for 13 issues[113] before another relaunch restored Waid to the title[114] in an arc that saw Cap lose his shield for a time using an energy based shield as a temporary replacement. Following Waid's run, Dan Jurgens took over and introduced new foe Protocide, a failed recipient of the Super Soldier serum prior to the experiment that successfully created Rogers. Some time after this, Rogers' original shield was retrieved, but subtle damage sustained during the battle with the Beyonder resulted in it being shattered and a 'vibranium cancer' being triggered that would destroy all vibranium in the world, with Rogers nearly being forced to destroy the shield before a confrontation with the villain Klaw[image: External link] saw Klaw's attacks unwittingly repair the shield's fractured molecular bonds and negate the cancer.[115]
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In the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link], Rogers reveals his identity to the world and establishes a residence in the Red Hook[image: External link] neighborhood of Brooklyn[image: External link], New York[image: External link], as seen in Captain America vol. 4, #1–7 (June 2002 – Feb. 2003).[116] Following the disbandment of the Avengers in the "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]" story arc, Rogers, now employed by S.H.I.E.L.D., discovers Bucky is alive, having been saved and deployed by the Soviets[image: External link] as the Winter Soldier. Rogers resumes his on-again, off-again relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Sharon Carter. After a mass supervillain break-out of the Raft[image: External link], Rogers and Tony Stark assemble a new team of Avengers[image: External link] to hunt the escapees.

In the 2006–2007 company-wide story arc "Civil War", Rogers opposes the new mandatory federal registration of super-powered beings[image: External link], and leads the underground anti-registration movement. After significant rancor and danger to the public as the two sides clash, Captain America voluntarily surrenders and orders the Anti-Registration forces to stand down, feeling that the fight has reached a point where the principle originally cited by the anti-registration forces has been lost.[117]

In the story arc "The Death of Captain America", Rogers is fatally shot by Sharon Carter, whose actions are manipulated by the villain Dr. Faustus.[118][119] The miniseries Fallen Son: The Death of Captain America #1–5 (June–Aug. 2007) examines the reaction of the stunned superhero community to Rogers' assassination, with each of the five issues focusing a different character's reaction. Bucky takes on the mantle of Captain America, per Rogers' antemortem[image: External link] request.[120][121]

Captain America: Reborn #1 (Aug. 2009) reveals that Rogers did not die, as the gun Sharon Carter had been hypnotized into firing at Rogers caused his consciousness to phase in and out of space and time, appearing at various points in his lifetime. Although Rogers manages to relay a message to the future by giving a time-delayed command to the Vision during the Kree-Skrull War[image: External link], the Skull returns Rogers to the present, where he takes control of Rogers' mind and body. Rogers eventually regains control, and, with help from his allies, defeats the Skull.[122] In the subsequent one-shot[image: External link] comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield?, Rogers formally grants Bucky his Captain America shield and asks him to continue as Captain America. The President of the United States grants Rogers a full pardon[image: External link] for his anti-registration actions.
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Following the company-wide "Dark Reign[image: External link]" and " Siege[image: External link]" story arcs, the Steve Rogers character became part of the "Heroic Age[image: External link]" arc.[123]

The President of the United States appoints Rogers, in his civilian identity, as "America's top cop" and head of the nation's security,[124] replacing Norman Osborn[image: External link] as the tenth Executive Director of S.H.I.E.L.D.. The Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] is repealed and Rogers re-establishes the superhero[image: External link] team the Avengers, spearheaded by Iron Man, Thor, and Bucky as Captain America.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In the miniseries[image: External link] Steve Rogers: Super Soldier, he encounters Jacob Erskine, the grandson of Professor Abraham Erskine and the son of Tyler Paxton, one of Rogers' fellow volunteers in the Super-Soldier program.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Shortly afterward, Rogers becomes leader of the Secret Avengers[image: External link], a black-ops[image: External link] superhero team.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During the Fear Itself[image: External link] storyline, Steve Rogers is present when the threat of the Serpent[image: External link] is known.[125] Following the apparent death of Bucky at the hands of Sin (in the form of Skadi[image: External link]), Steve Rogers ends up changing into his Captain America uniform.[126] When the Avengers and the New Avengers are fighting Skadi, the Serpent ends up joining the battle and breaks Captain America's shield with his bare hands.[127] Captain America and the Avengers teams end up forming a militia for a last stand against the forces of the Serpent.[128] When it comes to the final battle, Captain America uses Thor's hammer to fight Skadi until Thor manages to kill the Serpent. In the aftermath of the battle, Iron Man presents him with his reforged shield, now stronger for its uru-infused enhancements despite the scar it bears.[129] It is then revealed that Captain America, Nick Fury, and Black Widow are the only ones who know that Bucky actually survived the fight with Skadi as Bucky resumes his identity as Winter Soldier.[130]

In the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] story arc, Captain America attempts to apprehend Hope Summers[image: External link] of the X-Men[image: External link]. She is the targeted vessel for the Phoenix Force[image: External link], a destructive cosmic entity. Captain America believes that this Phoenix Force is too dangerous to entrust in one person and seeks to prevent Hope from having it. Cyclops[image: External link] and the X-Men believe that the Phoenix Force will save their race, and oppose Captain America's wishes.[131] The result is a series of battles that eventually take both teams to the blue area of the moon.[132] The Phoenix Force eventually possesses the five X-Men present, leaving the Avengers at an extreme disadvantage.[133] The Phoenix Five, who become corrupted by the power of the Phoenix, are eventually defeated and scattered, with Cyclops imprisoned for turning the world into a police state and murdering Charles Xavier[image: External link] after being pushed too far, only for him to note that, in the end, he was proven right about the Phoenix's intentions.[134] From there, Captain America proceeds to assemble the Avengers Unity Squad[image: External link], a new team of Avengers composed of both classic Avengers and X-Men.[135]

After Cyclops was incarcerated, and Steve accepted the Avengers should have done more to help mutants, and allowed the world to hate them, he started planning a new sub-team of Avengers in the hopes of unifying mutant and humankind alike. He chose Havok[image: External link] to lead his team and become the new face to represent mutants as Professor X[image: External link] and Cyclops[image: External link] once were.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Their first threat was the return of the Red Skull- more specifically, a clone of the Skull created in 1942 and kept in stasis in the event of the original's death- who usurped Professor X's body to provide himself with telepathic powers, which he would use to provoke citizens of New York into a mass assault against mutants, or anyone who could be one, and force the Scarlet Witch and Rogue[image: External link] to allow themselves to be attacked. With the help of the S-Man Honest John, he managed to even manipulate Thor.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The Red Skull's skills were still erratic, and could not completely control Captain America, an attack against him was enough of a distraction to lose control of Rogue and the Scarlet Witch. After being overpowered by the rest of the Uncanny Avengers, the Red Skull escapes, but promises to return. In the aftermath, both Rogue and the Scarlet Witch joined the team.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During a battle with an enemy called the Iron Nail, the Super-Soldier Serum within Rogers's body was neutralized, causing him to age rapidly to match his chronological age of over 90 years.[136] No longer able to take part in field missions but retaining his sharp mind, Rogers decided to take on a role as mission coordinator, organizing the Avengers' plans of attack from the mansion, while appointing Sam Wilson as his official "replacement" as Captain America.[137] When various Avengers and X-Men were inverted into villains and several villains inverted into heroism due to a miscast spell by the Scarlet Witch and Doctor Doom[image: External link],[138] Rogers not only coordinated the efforts of Spider-Man and the inverted villains, now called the "Astonishing Avengers",[139] but also donned his old armor to battle the inverted Falcon,[140] until the heroes and villains could be returned to normal with the aid of the White Skull (the inverted Red Skull).[141]

During the "Time Runs Out" storyline, Steve Rogers wears armor when he confronts Iron Man. The ensuing fight between the two old friends led Steve Rogers to force Iron Man to admit that he had lied to him and all of their allies, when he had known about the incursions between alternate Earths all along, but Iron Man also confessed that he wouldn't change a thing. The final incursion started and Earth-1610 started approaching Earth-616 while Iron Man and Steve Rogers kept fighting. Earth-1610's S.H.I.E.L.D. launched a full invasion to destroy Earth-616, where Tony Stark and Steve Rogers were crushed by a Helicarrier.[142]

As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link], Steve Rogers became the new Chief of Civilian Oversight for S.H.I.E.L.D.[143] He returned to the Uncanny Avengers where the team is now using the Schaefer Theater as their headquarters.[144]

Steve Rogers later has an encounter with an alternate Logan from Earth-807128[image: External link]. After defeating Logan and bringing him to Alberta, Canada, Rogers tried to "reassure" Logan that this was not "his" past by showing him the adamantium-frozen body of Earth-616's Logan. This sight reminds Logan of the need to enjoy being alive rather than brooding over the ghosts of his past. Although he told Steve Rogers what he had experienced in his timeline, Logan declined Steve's offer of help.[145]
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 Hydra agent




During the 2016 "Avengers: Standoff![image: External link]" storyline, Steve Rogers learns from Rick Jones that S.H.I.E.L.D. has established Pleasant Hill, a gated community where they use Kobik to transform villains into ordinary citizens. When Rogers is brought to Pleasant Hill, he confronts Maria Hill about the Kobik project. Their argument is interrupted when Baron Helmut Zemo and Fixer restore the inmates to normal.[146] After Hill is injured, Rogers convinces Zemo to let Hill get medical attention. Rogers is then escorted to Dr. Erik Selvig's clinic by Father Patrick. Selvig tells Rogers that Kobik is at the Pleasant Hill Bowling Alley. During an attempt to reason with Kobik, Rogers is attacked by Crossbones. Before Rogers can be killed, Kobik uses her abilities to restore him back to his prime. Declaring that "It's good to be back," Steve defeats Crossbones as Captain America and the Winter Soldier catch up with him.[147] They resume their search for Kobik, and discover that Baron Zemo had Fixer invent a device that would make Kobik subservient to them. Rogers rallies the heroes so that they can take the fight to Zemo.[148] In the aftermath of the incident, Steve and Sam plan to keep what happened at Pleasant Hill under wraps for the time being.[149]

In Captain America: Steve Rogers #1 (July 2016), the final panel apparently revealed that Rogers has been a Hydra double-agent since his early youth.[150][151][152] This is subsequently revealed to be the result of Kobik's restoration of Rogers' youth, as she had been taught by the Red Skull that Hydra was good for the world, and having the mind of a four-year old child, Kobik changed reality so that Rogers would be the greatest man he could be: believing Hydra to be good, Kobik permanently altered his memories so that Rogers believed that he had always been a member of Hydra.[153][154] Some of Rogers' original heroic attributes remain intact, such as covering the death of another Hydra member within S.H.I.E.L.D., Erik Selvig, as well as knowing of Jack Flag's tragic life and his immortality, which is why Steve pushes him from Zemo's airplane (resulting in coma, not death). Additionally, it is revealed that Rogers' abusive father, Joseph, was actually killed by Hydra, and that Hydra deceived him into thinking Joseph died of a heart attack.[155] It is also revealed that Rogers witnessed his mother, Sarah, being killed by Sinclair's Hydra goons and kidnapped him, which is the reason why Steve held a grudge towards Hydra's evilness and plans to kill the Red Skull's clone and restore Hydra's lost honor.[156] As part of his long-term plans, Steve further compromised Sam Wilson's current image as 'the' Captain America by using his greater familiarity with the shield to deliberately put Wilson in a position where he would be unable to use the shield to save a senator from Flag-Smasher, with the final goal of demoralizing Sam to the point where he will return the shield to Rogers of his own free will, not wanting to kill Wilson and risk creating a martyr.[157]

During the 2016 "Civil War II[image: External link]" storyline, with the discovery of new Inhuman Ulysses[image: External link] – who has the ability to "predict" the future by calculating complex patterns – Rogers has set out to prevent Ulysses from learning of his true plans and allegiance. Rogers does this by "forcing" certain predictions on him, such as anonymously providing Bruce Banner with new gamma research to provoke a vision that would drive the Avengers to kill Banner, although this plan has apparently backfired with a recent vision showing the new Spider-Man[image: External link] standing over the dead Steve Rogers.[158][159] Despite this revelation, Rogers presents himself as the voice of reason by allowing Spider-Man to flee with Thor. This inspires doubt in Tony Stark for his current stance by suggesting that he is just acting against Danvers because he does not like being top dog.[160] He then goes to Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the location seen in Ulysses' vision, to talk to Spider-Man, who was trying to understand the vision like he was. When Captain Marvel attempts to arrest Spider-Man, Tony, wearing the War Machine armor, confronts her and the two begin to fight.[161]

Later, Rogers goes to Sokovia and joins forces with Black Widow to liberate freedom fighters from a prison so they can reclaim their country. After that, he goes to his base where Doctor Selvig expresses concern of his plan to kill the Red Skull. He then reveals that he has Baron Zemo in a cell, planning to recruit him.[162]

In the 2017 "Secret Empire[image: External link]" storyline, Rogers, as the head of S.H.I.E.L.D, uses a subsequent alien invasion and a mass supervillain assault in order to neutralize the superheroes that might oppose him,[163] and seeks the Cosmic Cube to bring about a reality in which Hydra won World War II.[164] When Rick smuggles information about the Cube's rewriting of Rogers' reality to the remaining free Avengers, a disheveled, bearded man in a torn World War II army uniform appears who introduces himself as Steve Rogers.[165] As the Avengers and Hydra search for fragments of the shattered Cube, it is revealed that this amnesic Steve Rogers is actually a manifestation of Rogers existing within the Cube itself, created by Kobik's memories of Rogers before he was converted to Hydra, as she comes to recognize that her decision to 'rewrite' Rogers as an agent of Hydra was wrong.[166] Although Hydra Rogers is able to mostly reassemble the Cosmic Cube, Sam Wilson and Bucky are able to use a fragment of the cube to restore the 'memory' of pre-Hydra Rogers in the Cube to corporeal existence, allowing him to defeat his Hydra self, subsequently using the Cube to undo most of the damage caused by Hydra manipulating reality even if the physical damage remains.[167]
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 Abilities




Captain America has no superhuman powers, but through the Super-Soldier Serum and "Vita-Ray" treatment, he is transformed and his strength, endurance, agility, speed, reflexes, durability, and healing are at the zenith of natural human potential. Rogers' body regularly replenishes the super-soldier serum; it does not wear off.[110]

Although he lacks superhuman strength, Captain America is one of the few mortal beings who has been deemed worthy enough to wield Thor's hammer Mjolnir[image: External link].[168]
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 Tactician and field commander




Rogers' battle experience and training make him an expert tactician[image: External link] and an excellent field commander, with his teammates frequently deferring to his orders in battle. Thor has stated that Rogers is one of the very few humans he will take orders from and follow "through the gates of Hades".[169] Rogers' reflexes and senses are extraordinarily keen. He has blended Boxing[image: External link],[170] Judo[image: External link],[171] Karate[image: External link],[171] Jujutsu[image: External link], Kickboxing[image: External link], and gymnastics into his own unique fighting style and is a master of multiple martial arts. Years of practice with his near-indestructible shield make him able to aim and throw it with almost unerring accuracy. His skill with his shield is such that he can attack multiple targets in succession with a single throw or even cause a boomerang[image: External link]-like return from a throw to attack an enemy from behind. In canon, he is regarded by other skilled fighters as one of the best hand-to-hand combatants[image: External link] in the Marvel Universe, limited only by his human physique.[172][173] Although the super-soldier serum is an important part of his strength, Rogers has shown himself still sufficiently capable against stronger opponents, even when the serum has been deactivated reverting him to his pre-Captain America physique.[174]

Rogers has vast U.S. military[image: External link] knowledge and is often shown to be familiar with ongoing, classified Defense Department operations. He is an expert in combat strategy, survival, acrobatics, parkour[image: External link], military strategy, piloting, and demolitions. Despite his high profile as one of the world's most popular and recognizable superheroes, Rogers has a broad understanding of the espionage community, largely through his ongoing relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D.
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 Super-Soldier Serum




The formula enhances all of his metabolic functions and prevents the build-up of fatigue poisons[image: External link] in his muscles, giving him endurance far in excess of an ordinary human being. This accounts for many of his extraordinary feats, including bench pressing 1,200 pounds (540 kg) and running a mile (1.6 km) in 73 seconds (49 mph/78 kph, nearly twice the maximum speed achieved by the best human sprinters).[175] Furthermore, his enhancements are the reason why he was able to survive being frozen in suspended animation for decades. He is highly resistant to hypnosis or gases that could limit his focus.[176] The secrets of creating a super-soldier were lost with the death of its creator, Dr. Abraham Erskine[image: External link].[58] In the ensuing decades there have been numerous attempts to recreate Erskine's treatment, only to have them end in failure. Even worse, the attempts have instead often created psychopathic supervillains of which Captain America's 1950s imitator[image: External link] and Nuke are the most notorious examples.
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 Weapons and equipment




Further information: Captain America's shield


Captain America has used multiple shields throughout his history, the most prevalent of which is a nigh-indestructible disc-shaped shield made from an experimental alloy[image: External link] of steel and the fictional vibranium.[177][178] The shield was cast by American metallurgist Dr. Myron MacLain[image: External link], who was contracted by the U.S. government, from orders of President[image: External link] Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], to create an impenetrable substance to use for tanks during World War II.[177] This alloy was created by accident and never duplicated, although efforts to reverse-engineer it resulted in the discovery of adamantium[image: External link].[179]

Captain America often uses his shield as an offensive throwing weapon. The first instance of Captain America's trademark ricocheting shield-toss occurs in Stan Lee's first comics writing, the two-page text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge" in Captain America Comics #3 (May 1941).[15] The legacy of the shield among other comics characters includes the time-traveling mutant superhero Cable[image: External link] telling Captain America that his shield still exists in one of the possible futures; Cable carries it into battle and brandishes it as a symbol.[180]

When without his trademark shield, Captain America sometimes uses other shields made from less durable metals such as steel,[181] or even a photonic energy shield designed to mimic a vibranium matrix.[182] Rogers, having relinquished his regular shield to Barnes, carried a variant of the energy shield which can be used with either arm, and used to either block attacks or as an improvised offensive weapon able to cut through metal with relative ease.[183] Much like his Vibranium shield, the energy shield can be thrown, including ricocheting off multiple surfaces and returning to his hand.[184]

Captain America's uniform is made of a fire-retardant material, and he wears a lightweight, bulletproof duralumin[image: External link] scale armor beneath his uniform for added protection.[57] Originally, Rogers' mask was a separate piece of material, but an early engagement had it dislodged, thus almost exposing his identity. To prevent a recurrence of the situation, Rogers modified the mask with connecting material to his uniform, an added benefit of which was extending his armor to cover his previously exposed neck. As a member of the Avengers, Rogers has an Avengers priority card, which serves as a communications device.

Captain America has used a custom specialized motorcycle, modified by the S.H.I.E.L.D. weapons laboratory, as well as a custom-built battle van, constructed by the Wakanda Design Group with the ability to change its color for disguise purposes (red, white and blue), and fitted to store and conceal the custom motorcycle in its rear section with a frame that allows Rogers to launch from the vehicle riding it.
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 Antagonists




Main article: List of Captain America enemies


Captain America has faced numerous foes in over 70 years of published adventures. Many of his recurring foes embody ideologies contrary to the American values that Captain America is shown to strive for and believes in. Some examples of these opposing values are Nazism (Red Skull, Baron Zemo), Neo-Nazism[image: External link] (Crossbones, Doctor Faustus), technocratic fascism (AIM, Arnim Zola), Communism (Aleksander Lukin), anarchism (Flag Smasher[image: External link]) and international and domestic terrorism ( Hydra[image: External link]).
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 Other versions




Main article: Alternative versions of Captain America
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 In other media




Main article: Captain America in other media
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Joe Simon






For other people named Joe Simon, see Joe Simon (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Joseph Henry "Joe" Simon (born Hymie Simon; October 11, 1913 – December 14, 2011) was an American comic book writer, artist, editor, and publisher. Simon created or co-created many important characters in the 1930s–1940s Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link] and served as the first editor of Timely Comics[image: External link], the company that would evolve into Marvel Comics.

With his partner, artist Jack Kirby, he co-created Captain America, one of comics' most enduring superheroes[image: External link], and the team worked extensively on such features at DC Comics[image: External link] as the 1940s Sandman[image: External link] and Sandy the Golden Boy[image: External link], and co-created the Newsboy Legion[image: External link], the Boy Commandos[image: External link], and Manhunter[image: External link]. Simon and Kirby creations for other comics publishers include Boys' Ranch[image: External link], Fighting American[image: External link] and the Fly[image: External link]. In the late 1940s, the duo created the field of romance comics[image: External link], and were among the earliest pioneers of horror comics[image: External link]. Simon, who went on to work in advertising and commercial art, also founded the satirical[image: External link] magazine Sick[image: External link] in 1960, remaining with it for a decade. He briefly returned to DC Comics in the 1970s.

Simon was inducted into the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1999.



TOP
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 Early life




Joe Simon was born in 1913 as Hymie Simon[1] and raised in Rochester[image: External link], New York, the son of Harry Simon, who had emigrated from Leeds[image: External link], England, in 1905, and Rose (Kurland),[2][3] whom Harry met in the United States.[4] Harry Simon moved to Rochester, then a clothing-manufacturing center where his younger brother Isaac lived,[5] and the couple had a daughter, Beatrice, in 1912.[4] A poor Jewish[image: External link] family, the Simons lived in "a first-floor flat which doubled as my father's tailor shop."[6] Simon attended Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] High School, where he was art director for the school newspaper and the yearbook[image: External link] – earning his first professional fee as an artist when two universities each paid $10 publication rights for his art deco[image: External link], tempera[image: External link] splash pages for the yearbook sections.[7]
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 Career
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Upon graduation in 1932, Simon was hired by Rochester Journal-American[image: External link] art director Adolph Edler as an assistant, replacing Simon's future comics colleague Al Liederman, who had quit.[8] Between production duties, he did occasional sports and editorial cartoons[image: External link] for the paper.[9] Two years later, Simon took an art job at the Syracuse Herald[image: External link] in Syracuse, New York[image: External link], for $45 a week, supplying sports and editorial cartoons here as well. Shortly thereafter, for $60 a week, he succeeded Liederman as art director of a paper whose name Simon recalled in his 1990 autobiography as the Syracuse Journal American,[10] although the Syracuse Journal[image: External link] and the Syracuse Sunday American[image: External link], were the separate weekday and Sunday papers, respectively. The paper soon closed, and Simon, at 23, ventured to New York City.[11]

There, Simon took a room at the boarding house Haddon Hall, in the Morningside Heights[image: External link] neighborhood of Manhattan[image: External link], near Columbia University[image: External link]. At the suggestion of the art director of the New York Journal American[image: External link], he sought and found freelance work at Paramount Pictures[image: External link], working above the Paramount Theatre[image: External link] on Broadway, retouching the movie studio[image: External link]'s publicity photos.[12] He also found freelance work at Macfadden Publications[image: External link], doing illustrations for True Story[image: External link] and other magazines. Sometime afterward, his boss, art director Harlan Crandall, recommended Simon to Lloyd Jacquet[image: External link], head of Funnies, Inc.[image: External link], one of that era's comic-book "packagers" that supplied comics content on demand to publishers testing the new medium. That day, Simon received his first comics assignment, a seven-page Western[image: External link].

Four days later, Jacquet asked Simon, at the behest of Timely Comics[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], to create a flaming superhero like Timely's successful character the Human Torch[image: External link]. From this came Simon's first comic-book hero, the Fiery Mask[image: External link].[12] Simon used the pseudonym Gregory Sykes on at least one story during this time, "King of the Jungle", starring Trojak The Tiger Man, in Timely's Daring Mystery Comics[image: External link] #2 (Feb. 1940).[13]
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 Simon and Kirby




During this time, Simon met Fox Feature Syndicate[image: External link] comics artist Jack Kirby, with whom he would soon have a storied collaboration lasting a decade-and-a-half. Speaking at a 1998 Comic-Con International[image: External link] panel in San Diego, California, Simon recounted the meeting:

and remained a team across the next two decades. In the early 2000s, original art for an unpublished, five-page Simon and Kirby collaboration titled "Daring Disc", which may predate the duo's Blue Bolt, surfaced. Simon published the story in the 2003 updated edition of his autobiography, The Comic Book Makers.

After leaving Fox and landing at pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link]'s Timely Comics[image: External link] (the future Marvel Comics), where Simon became the company's first editor,[15] the Simon and Kirby team created the seminal patriotic hero Captain America.[16] Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941), going on sale in December 1940[17] – a year before the bombing of Pearl Harbor[image: External link] but already showing the hero punching Hitler[image: External link] in the jaw[18] – sold nearly one million copies.[19] They remained on the hit series as a team through issue #10, and were established as a notable creative force in the industry.[20] After the first issue was published, Simon asked Kirby to join the Timely staff as the company's art director.[21]

Despite the success of the Captain America character, Simon felt Goodman was not paying the pair the promised percentage of profits, and so sought work for the two of them at National Comics,[22] (later named DC Comics[image: External link]). Simon and Kirby negotiated a deal that would pay them a combined $500 a week, as opposed to the $75 and $85 they respectively earned at Timely.[23] Fearing that Goodman would not pay them if he found out they were moving to National, the pair kept the deal a secret while they continued producing work for the company.[24] At some point during this time, the duo also produced Fawcett Comics[image: External link]' Captain Marvel Adventures #1 (1941), the first complete comic book starring Captain Marvel[image: External link] following the character's run as star of the superhero anthology Whiz Comics[image: External link].[25]

Kirby and Simon spent their first weeks at National trying to devise new characters while the company sought how best to utilize the pair.[26] After a few failed editor-assigned ghosting assignments, National's Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] told them to "just do what you want". The pair then revamped the Sandman[image: External link] feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link] and created the superhero Manhunter[image: External link].[27][28] In July 1942 they began the Boy Commandos[image: External link] feature. The ongoing "kid gang" series Boy Commandos, launched later that same year, was the team's first National feature to graduate into its own title.[29] It sold over a million copies a month, becoming National's third best-selling title.[30] They also scored a hit with the homefront kid-gang team, the Newsboy Legion[image: External link] in Star-Spangled Comics[image: External link].[31] In 2010, DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] observed that "Like Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the creative team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby was a mark of quality and a proven track record."[32]

Harry Mendryk, art restorer on Titan Books[image: External link]' Simon and Kirby series of hardcover collections, believes Simon used the pseudonym Glaven on at least two covers during this time: those of Harvey Comics[image: External link]' Speed Comics #22 and Champ Comics #22 (both Sept. 1942),[33] though the Grand Comics Database[image: External link] does not independently confirm this.[34] Mendryk also believes that both Kirby and Simon used the pseudonym Jon Henri on a handful of other 1942 Harvey comics,[35] as does Who's Who in American Comic Books 1929–1999.[36]

Simon enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link].[37] He said in his 1990 autobiography that he was first assigned to the Mounted Beach Patrol at Long Beach Island[image: External link], off Barnegat, New Jersey[image: External link], for a year before being sent to boot camp near Baltimore, Maryland, for basic training.[38] Afterward, he reported for duty with the Combat Art Corps in Washington, D.C., part of the Coast Guard Public Information Division. He was stationed there in 1944 when he met New York Post[image: External link] sports columnist Milt Gross[image: External link], who was with the Coast Guard Public Relations Unit, and the two became roommates in civilian housing.[39] Pursuant to his unit's mission to publicize the Coast Guard, Simon created a true-life Coast Guard comic book that DC agreed to publish, followed by versions syndicated nationally by Parents[image: External link] magazine in Sunday newspaper comics sections, under the title True Comics. This led to his being assigned to create a comic book aimed at driving Coast Guard recruitment. With Gross as his writer collaborator, Simon produced Adventure Is My Career, distributed by Street and Smith Publications[image: External link] for sale at newsstands.[40]

Returning to New York City after his discharge, Simon married Harriet Feldman,[41] the secretary to Harvey Comics' Al Harvey. The Simons and the now-married Kirby and his wife and first child moved to houses diagonally across from each other on Brown Street in Mineola, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], where Simon and Kirby each worked from a home studio.[42]
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 Crestwood, Black Magic and romance comics




As superhero comics waned in popularity after the end of World War II[image: External link], Simon and Kirby began producing a variety of stories in many genres. In partnership with Crestwood Publications[image: External link], they developed the imprint[image: External link] Prize Group, through which they published Boys' Ranch[image: External link] and launched an early horror comic[image: External link], the atmospheric and non-gory series Black Magic[image: External link]. The team also produced crime[image: External link] and humor comics, and are credited as well with publishing the first romance comics[image: External link] title, Young Romance[image: External link], starting a successful trend.

At the urging of a Crestwood salesman, Kirby and Simon launched their own comics company, Mainline Publications[image: External link],[43][44] in late 1953 or early 1954, subletting space from their friend Al Harvey[image: External link]'s Harvey Publications[image: External link] at 1860 Broadway[image: External link].[7] Mainline published four titles: the Western[image: External link] Bullseye: Western Scout; the war comic[image: External link] Foxhole, since EC Comics[image: External link] and Atlas Comics[image: External link] were having success with war comics, but promoting theirs as being written and drawn by actual veterans; In Love, since their earlier romance comic[image: External link] Young Love[image: External link] was still being widely imitated; and the crime comic Police Trap, which claimed to be based on genuine accounts by law-enforcement officials. Bitter that Timely Comics[image: External link]' 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics[image: External link], had relaunched Captain America in a new series in 1954, Kirby and Simon created Fighting American[image: External link]. Simon recalled, "We thought we'd show them how to do Captain America".[45] While the comic book initially portrayed the protagonist as an anti-Communist dramatic hero, Simon and Kirby turned the series into a superhero satire with the second issue, in the aftermath of the Army-McCarthy hearings[image: External link] and the public backlash against the Red-baiting U.S. Senator[image: External link] Joseph McCarthy[image: External link].[43]

The partnership ended in 1955 with the comic book industry beset by self-imposed censorship, negative publicity, and a slump in sales. Simon "wanted to do other things and I stuck with comics," Kirby recalled in 1971. "It was fine. There was no reason to continue the partnership and we parted friends."[46] Simon turned primarily to advertising and commercial art[image: External link], while dipping back into comics on occasion. The Simon and Kirby team reunited briefly in 1959 with Simon writing and collaborating on art for Archie Comics[image: External link], where the duo updated the superhero the Shield[image: External link] in the two-issue The Double Life of Private Strong (June–Aug. 1959), and Simon created the superhero the Fly[image: External link];[47] they went on to collaborate on the first two issues of The Adventures of the Fly (Aug.–Sept. 1959), and Simon and other artists, including Al Williamson[image: External link], Jack Davis[image: External link], and Carl Burgos[image: External link], did four issues before Simon moved on to work in commercial art.
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 Silver Age of Comics and later




Through the 1960s, Simon produced promotional comics for the advertising agency Burstein and Newman, becoming art director of Burstein, Phillips and Newman from 1964 to 1967.[48] Concurrently, in 1960, he founded the satirical[image: External link] magazine Sick[image: External link], a competitor of Mad[image: External link] magazine, and edited and produced material for it for over a decade.

During this period, known to fans and historians as the Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link], Simon and Kirby again reteamed for Harvey Comics[image: External link] in 1966, updating Fighting American for a single issue (Oct. 1966). Simon, as owner, packager, and editor, also helped launch Harvey's original superhero line, with Unearthly Spectaculars #1–3 (Oct. 1965 – March 1967) and Double-Dare Adventures #1–2 (Dec. 1966 – March 1967), the latter of which introduced the influential writer-artist Jim Steranko[image: External link] to comics.[49]

In 1968, Simon created the two-issue DC Comics[image: External link] series Brother Power the Geek[image: External link], about a mannequin[image: External link] given a semblance of life who wanders philosophically through 1960s hippie[image: External link] culture; Al Bare provided some of the art.[50] Simon and artist Jerry Grandenetti[image: External link] then created DC's four-issue Prez[image: External link] (Sept. 1973 – March 1974), about America's first teen-age president[49][51] and the three-issue Champion Sports (Nov. 1973 – March 1974).[49] That same year, Simon returned to the romance genre as editor of Young Romance and Young Love[image: External link] and oversaw a Black Magic[image: External link] reprint series.[52]

Simon and Kirby teamed one last time later that year, with Simon writing the first issue (Winter 1974) of a six-issue new incarnation of the Sandman[image: External link].[53] Simon and Grandenetti then created the Green Team: Boy Millionaires[image: External link] in the DC anthology series 1st Issue Special[image: External link] #2 (May 1975), and the freakish Outsiders in 1st Issue Special #10 (Jan. 1976).[49]
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 21st century




In the 2000s, Simon turned to painting and marketing reproductions of his early comic book covers. He appeared in various news media in 2007 in response to Marvel Comics' announced "death" of Captain America in Captain America vol. 5, #25 (March 2007), stating, "It's a hell of a time for him to go. We really need him now".[54][55]

For a concept called ShieldMaster, created by Jim Simon, Joe Simon provided prototype art. A ShieldMaster graphic novel was in production by Organic Comix in 2010 and was scheduled for release in 2011.[56]

Simon is among the interview subjects in Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle, a three-hour documentary narrated by Liev Schreiber[image: External link] that premiered posthumously on PBS[image: External link] in October 2013.[57]

Simon's grandchildren attended the Los Angeles premiere of Captain America: The First Avenger and called Simon from the red carpet when his name was announced as creator of the character.[58]
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 Personal life




Simon was married to Harriet Feldman,[41] with whom he lived on Brown Street in Mineola, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link].[42] The Simons had two sons and three daughters.[59]

Simon died in New York City on December 14, 2011, at the age of 98, after a brief illness.[59][60][61]

Marvel Comics dedicated Avenging Spider-Man[image: External link] #5 to Simon.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Jack Kirby






For other people named Jack Kirby, see Jack Kirby (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Jack Kilby[image: External link].

Jack Kirby (/'ke:rbi /[image: External link]; born Jacob Kurtzberg /'ke:rtsbe:rg /[image: External link]; August 28, 1917 – February 6, 1994)[1] was an American comic book artist[image: External link], writer, and editor, widely regarded as one of the medium's major innovators and one of its most prolific and influential creators.

Kirby grew up in New York City, and learned to draw cartoon figures by tracing characters from comic strips and editorial cartoons. He entered the nascent comics industry in the 1930s, drawing various comics features under different pen names[image: External link], including Jack Curtiss, before ultimately settling on Jack Kirby. In 1940, he and writer-editor Joe Simon created the highly successful superhero[image: External link] character Captain America for Timely Comics[image: External link], predecessor of Marvel Comics. During the 1940s, Kirby, regularly teamed with Simon, creating numerous characters for that company and for National Comics Publications[image: External link], later to become DC Comics[image: External link].

After serving in the European Theater[image: External link] in World War II[image: External link],[2] Kirby produced work for DC, Harvey Comics[image: External link], Hillman Periodicals[image: External link], and other publishers. At Crestwood Publications[image: External link], he and Simon created the genre of romance comics[image: External link] and later founded their own short-lived comic company, Mainline Publications[image: External link]. Kirby was involved in Timely's 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics[image: External link], which in the next decade became Marvel. There, in the 1960s, Kirby and writer-editor Stan Lee co-created many of the company's major characters, including the Fantastic Four[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and the Hulk. The Lee–Kirby titles garnered high sales and critical acclaim, but in 1970, feeling he had been treated unfairly, largely in the realm of authorship credit and creators' rights, Kirby left the company for rival DC.

At DC, Kirby created his Fourth World[image: External link] saga, which spanned several comics titles. While these series proved commercially unsuccessful and were canceled, the Fourth World's New Gods[image: External link] have continued as a significant part of the DC Universe[image: External link]. Kirby returned to Marvel briefly in the mid-to-late 1970s, then ventured into television animation[image: External link] and independent comics[image: External link]. In his later years, Kirby, who has been called "the William Blake[image: External link] of comics",[3] began receiving great recognition in the mainstream press for his career accomplishments, and in 1987 he was one of the three inaugural inductees of the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link]. In 2017, Kirby was posthumously named a Disney Legend[image: External link] with Lee for their co-creations not only in the field of publishing, but also because those creations formed the basis for Walt Disney Company[image: External link]'s financially and critically successful media franchise the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

Kirby was married to Rosalind Goldstein in 1942. They had four children, and remained married until his death from heart failure in 1994, at the age of 76. The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor, and he is known as "The King" among comics fans for his many influential contributions to the medium.
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 Life and career
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 Early life (1917–1935)




Jack Kirby was born Jacob Kurtzberg on August 28, 1917, on the Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City, where he was raised.[4] His parents, Rose (Bernstein) and Benjamin Kurtzberg,[4] were Austrian Jewish immigrants, and his father earned a living as a garment[image: External link] factory worker.[5] In his youth, Kirby desired to escape his neighborhood. He liked to draw, and sought out places he could learn more about art.[6] Essentially self-taught,[7] Kirby cited among his influences the comic strip[image: External link] artists Milton Caniff[image: External link], Hal Foster[image: External link], and Alex Raymond[image: External link], as well as such editorial cartoonists as C.H. Sykes[image: External link], "Ding" Darling[image: External link], and Rollin Kirby[image: External link].[7] He was rejected by the Educational Alliance[image: External link] because he drew "too fast with charcoal", according to Kirby. He later found an outlet for his skills by drawing cartoons for the newspaper of the Boys Brotherhood Republic, a "miniature city" on East 3rd Street where street kids ran their own government.[8]

At age 14, Kirby enrolled at the Pratt Institute[image: External link] in Brooklyn, leaving after a week. "I wasn't the kind of student that Pratt was looking for. They wanted people who would work on something forever. I didn't want to work on any project forever. I intended to get things done".[9]
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 Entry into comics (1936–1940)




Kirby joined the Lincoln Newspaper Syndicate in 1936, working there on newspaper comic strips and on single-panel advice cartoons such as Your Health Comes First!!! (under the pseudonym[image: External link] Jack Curtiss). He remained until late 1939, when he began working for the movie animation[image: External link] company Fleischer Studios[image: External link] as an inbetweener[image: External link] (an artist who fills in the action between major-movement frames) on Popeye[image: External link] cartoons. "I went from Lincoln to Fleischer," he recalled. "From Fleischer I had to get out in a hurry because I couldn't take that kind of thing," describing it as "a factory in a sense, like my father's factory. They were manufacturing pictures."[10]

Around that time, the American comic book industry was booming. Kirby began writing and drawing for the comic-book packager Eisner & Iger[image: External link], one of a handful of firms creating comics on demand for publishers. Through that company, Kirby did what he remembers as his first comic book work, for Wild Boy Magazine.[11] This included such strips as the science fiction adventure "The Diary of Dr. Hayward" (under the pseudonym Curt Davis), the Western[image: External link] crimefighter feature "Wilton of the West" (as Fred Sande), the swashbuckler[image: External link] adventure "The Count of Monte Cristo" (again as Jack Curtiss), and the humor features "Abdul Jones" (as Ted Grey) and "Socko the Seadog" (as Teddy), all variously for Jumbo Comics[image: External link] and other Eisner-Iger clients.[12] He first used the surname Kirby as the pseudonymous Lance Kirby in two "Lone Rider" Western stories in Eastern Color Printing[image: External link]'s Famous Funnies[image: External link] #63–64 (Oct.–Nov. 1939).[12] He ultimately settled on the pen name Jack Kirby because it reminded him of actor James Cagney[image: External link]. However, he took offense to those who suggested he changed his name in order to hide his Jewish heritage.[13]

In the mid-1940, Kirby and his family moved to Brooklyn. There, Kirby met Rosalind "Roz" Goldstein, who lived in the same apartment building. The pair began dating soon afterward.[14] Kirby proposed to Goldstein on her eighteenth birthday, and the two became engaged.[15]
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 Partnership with Joe Simon




Kirby moved on to comic-book publisher and newspaper syndicator Fox Feature Syndicate[image: External link], earning a then-reasonable $15-a-week salary. He began to explore superhero narrative with the comic strip The Blue Beetle[image: External link], published from January to March 1940, starring a character created by the pseudonymous Charles Nicholas[image: External link], a house name that Kirby retained for the three-month-long strip. During this time, Kirby met and began collaborating with cartoonist and Fox editor Joe Simon, who in addition to his staff work continued to freelance. Simon recalled in 1988, "I loved Jack's work and the first time I saw it I couldn't believe what I was seeing. He asked if we could do some freelance work together. I was delighted and I took him over to my little office. We worked from the second issue of Blue Bolt[image: External link] through... about 25 years."[16]

After leaving Sun and landing at pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link]'s Timely Comics[image: External link] (later to become Marvel Comics), Simon and Kirby created the patriotic superhero Captain America in late 1940.[17] Simon, who became the company's editor, with Kirby as art director, said he negotiated with Goodman to give the duo 25 percent of the profits from the feature.[18] The first issue of Captain America Comics, released in early 1941,[19] sold out in days, and the second issue's print run was set at over a million copies. The title's success established the team as a notable creative force in the industry.[20] After the first issue was published, Simon asked Kirby to join the Timely staff as the company's art director.[21]

With the success of the Captain America character, Simon said he felt that Goodman was not paying the pair the promised percentage of profits, and so sought work for the two of them at National Comics Publications[image: External link] (later renamed DC Comics[image: External link]).[18] Kirby and Simon negotiated a deal that would pay them a combined $500 a week, as opposed to the $75 and $85 they respectively earned at Timely.[22] The pair feared Goodman would not pay them if he found they were moving to National, but many people knew of their plan, including Timely editorial assistant Stan Lee.[23] When Goodman eventually discovered it, he told Simon and Kirby to leave after finishing work on Captain America Comics #10.[23]

Kirby and Simon spent their first weeks at National trying to devise new characters while the company sought how best to utilize the pair.[24] After a few failed editor-assigned ghosting assignments, National's Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] told them to "just do what you want". The pair then revamped the Sandman[image: External link] feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link] and created the superhero Manhunter[image: External link].[25][26] In July 1942 they began the Boy Commandos[image: External link] feature. The ongoing "kid gang" series of the same name, launched later that same year, was the creative team's first National feature to graduate into its own title.[27] It sold over a million copies a month, becoming National's third best-selling title.[28] They scored a hit with the homefront kid-gang team, the Newsboy Legion[image: External link], featuring in Star-Spangled Comics[image: External link].[29] In 2010, DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] observed that "Like Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creative team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby was a mark of quality and a proven track record."[30]
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 Marriage and World War II (1943–1945)




Kirby married Roz Goldstein on May 23, 1942.[31] The couple had four children together: Susan (b. December 6, 1945),[32] Neal (b. May 1948),[33] Barbara (b. November 1952),[34] and Lisa (b. September 1960).[32][35]

With World War II underway, Liebowitz expected that Simon and Kirby would be drafted, so he asked the artists to create an inventory of material to be published in their absence. The pair hired writers, inkers, letterers, and colorists in order to create a year's worth of material.[28] Kirby was drafted into the U.S. Army[image: External link] on June 7, 1943.[36] After basic training at Camp Stewart[image: External link], near Savannah, Georgia, he was assigned to Company F of the 11th Infantry Regiment[image: External link].[37] He landed on Omaha Beach[image: External link] in Normandy[image: External link] on August 23, 1944, two-and-a-half months after D-Day[image: External link],[37] although Kirby's reminiscences would place his arrival just 10 days after.[36] Kirby recalled that a lieutenant, learning that comics artist Kirby was in his command, made him a scout who would advance into towns and draw reconnaissance[image: External link] maps and pictures, an extremely dangerous duty.[38]

Kirby and his wife corresponded regularly by v-mail[image: External link], with Roz sending "him a letter a day" while she worked in a lingerie shop and lived with her mother[39] at 2820 Brighton 7th Street in Brooklyn.[40] During the winter of 1944, Kirby suffered severe frostbite[image: External link] on his lower extremities and was taken to a hospital in London for recovery. Doctors considered amputating Kirby's legs, but he eventually recovered from the frostbite.[41] He returned to the United States in January 1945, assigned to Camp Butner[image: External link] in North Carolina, where he spent the last six months of his service as part of the motor pool. Kirby was honorably discharged[image: External link] as a Private First Class[image: External link] on July 20, 1945, having received a Combat Infantryman Badge[image: External link], a European/African/Middle Eastern Campaign Medal[image: External link] and a Bronze Star Medal[image: External link].[42][43]
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 Postwar career (1946–1955)




Simon arranged for work for Kirby and himself at Harvey Comics[image: External link],[44] where, through the early 1950s, the duo created such titles as the kid-gang adventure Boy Explorers Comics, the kid-gang Western[image: External link] Boys' Ranch[image: External link], the superhero comic Stuntman, and, in vogue with the fad for 3-D movies, Captain 3-D[image: External link]. Simon and Kirby additionally freelanced for Hillman Periodicals[image: External link] (the crime fiction[image: External link] comic Real Clue Crime) and for Crestwood Publications[image: External link] (Justice Traps the Guilty[image: External link]).[12]

The team found its greatest success in the postwar period by creating romance comics[image: External link]. Simon, inspired by Macfadden Publications[image: External link]' romantic-confession magazine True Story, transplanted the idea to comic books and with Kirby created a first-issue mock-up of Young Romance[image: External link].[45] Showing it to Crestwood general manager Maurice Rosenfeld, Simon asked for 50% of the comic's profits. Crestwood publishers Teddy Epstein and Mike Bleier agreed,[45] stipulating that the creators would take no money up front.[46] Young Romance #1 (cover-date Oct. 1947) "became Jack and Joe's biggest hit in years".[33] The pioneering title sold a staggering 92% of its print run, inspiring Crestwood to increase the print run by the third issue to triple the initial number of copies.[47] Initially published bimonthly, Young Romance quickly became a monthly title and produced the spin-off Young Love[image: External link]—together the two titles sold two million copies per month, according to Simon[48]—later joined by Young Brides and In Love, the latter "featuring full-length romance stories".[47] Young Romance spawned dozens of imitators from publishers such as Timely, Fawcett[image: External link], Quality[image: External link], and Fox Feature Syndicate[image: External link].[33] Despite the glut, the Simon and Kirby romance titles continued to sell millions of copies a month, which allowed Kirby to buy a house for his family in Mineola[image: External link][33] in 1949, which would be the family's home for the next 20 years, working out of a basement studio 10 feet in width, which the family referred to as "The Dungeon".[49]

Bitter that Timely Comics[image: External link]' 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics[image: External link], had relaunched Captain America in a new series in 1954, Kirby and Simon created Fighting American[image: External link]. Simon recalled, "We thought we'd show them how to do Captain America".[50] While the comic book initially portrayed the protagonist as an anti-Communist[image: External link] dramatic hero, Simon and Kirby turned the series into a superhero satire with the second issue, in the aftermath of the Army-McCarthy hearings[image: External link] and the public backlash against the Red-baiting U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link].[51]
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 After Simon (1956–1957)




At the urging of a Crestwood salesman, Kirby and Simon launched their own comics company, Mainline Publications[image: External link],[51][52] securing a distribution deal with Leader News[53] in late 1953 or early 1954, subletting space from their friend Al Harvey[image: External link]'s Harvey Publications[image: External link] at 1860 Broadway.[54] Mainline, which existed from 1954 to 1955, published four titles: the Western[image: External link] Bullseye: Western Scout; the war comic[image: External link] Foxhole because EC Comics[image: External link] and Atlas Comics[image: External link] were having success with war comics, but promoting theirs as being written and drawn by actual veterans; In Love because their earlier romance comic[image: External link] Young Love[image: External link] was still being widely imitated; and the crime comic[image: External link] Police Trap, which claimed to be based on genuine accounts by law-enforcement officials.[55] After the duo rearranged and republished artwork from an old Crestwood story in In Love, Crestwood refused to pay the team,[56] who sought an audit of Crestwood's finances. Upon review, the pair's attorney's stated the company owed them $130,000 for work done over the past seven years. Crestwood paid them $10,000 in addition to their recent delayed payments. The partnership between Kirby and Simon had become strained.[57] Simon left the industry for a career in advertising, while Kirby continued to freelance. "He wanted to do other things and I stuck with comics," Kirby recalled in 1971. "It was fine. There was no reason to continue the partnership and we parted friends."[58]

At this point in the mid-1950s, Kirby made a temporary return to the former Timely Comics[image: External link], now known as Atlas Comics[image: External link], the direct predecessor of Marvel Comics. Inker Frank Giacoia[image: External link] had approached editor-in-chief Stan Lee for work and suggested he could "get Kirby back here to pencil some stuff."[59] While freelancing for National Comics Publications, the future DC Comics[image: External link], Kirby drew 20 stories for Atlas from 1956 to 1957: Beginning with the five-page "Mine Field" in Battleground #14 (Nov.1956), Kirby penciled and in some cases inked (with his wife, Roz) and wrote stories of the Western[image: External link] hero Black Rider[image: External link], the Fu Manchu[image: External link]-like Yellow Claw[image: External link], and more.[12][60] But in 1957, distribution troubles caused the "Atlas implosion" that resulted in several series being dropped and no new material being assigned for many months. It would be the following year before Kirby returned to the nascent Marvel.

For DC around this time, Kirby co-created with writers Dick and Dave Wood the non-superpowered adventuring quartet the Challengers of the Unknown[image: External link] in Showcase[image: External link] #6 (Feb. 1957),[61] while contributing to such anthologies as House of Mystery[image: External link].[12] During 30 months freelancing for DC, Kirby drew slightly more than 600 pages, which included 11 six-page Green Arrow[image: External link] stories in World's Finest Comics[image: External link] and Adventure Comics[image: External link] that, in a rarity, Kirby inked himself.[62] Kirby recast the archer as a science-fiction hero, moving him away from his Batman-formula roots, but in the process alienating Green Arrow co-creator Mort Weisinger[image: External link].[63]

He began drawing Sky Masters of the Space Force[image: External link], a newspaper comic strip[image: External link], written by the Wood brothers and initially inked by the unrelated Wally Wood[image: External link].[64] Kirby left National Comics Publications due largely to a contractual dispute in which editor Jack Schiff[image: External link], who had been involved in getting Kirby and the Wood brothers the Sky Masters contract, claimed he was due royalties from Kirby's share of the strip's profits. Schiff successfully sued Kirby.[65] Some DC editors had criticized him over art details, such as not drawing "the shoelaces on a cavalryman's boots" and showing a Native American "mounting his horse from the wrong side."[66]
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 Marvel Comics in the Silver Age (1958–1970)




Several months later, after his split with DC, Kirby began freelancing regularly for Atlas despite harboring negative sentiments about Lee (the cousin of Timely publisher Martin Goodman's wife), whom Kirby believed had disclosed to Timely back in the 1940s that he and Simon were secretly working on a project for National.[67] Because of the poor page rates, Kirby would spend 12 to 14 hours daily at his drawing table at home, producing four to five pages of artwork a day.[68] His first published work at Atlas was the cover of and the seven-page story "I Discovered the Secret of the Flying Saucers" in Strange Worlds[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1958). Initially with Christopher Rule[image: External link] as his regular inker, and later Dick Ayers[image: External link], Kirby drew across all genres, from romance comics to war comics to crime comics to Western comics, but made his mark primarily with a series of supernatural-fantasy and science fiction stories featuring giant, drive-in movie[image: External link]-style monsters with names like Groot[image: External link], the Thing from Planet X;[69] Grottu, King of the Insects;[70] and Fin Fang Foom[image: External link] for the company's many anthology series, such as Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Strange Tales[image: External link], Tales to Astonish[image: External link], Tales of Suspense, and World of Fantasy[image: External link].[12] His bizarre designs of powerful, unearthly creatures proved a hit with readers. Additionally, he freelanced for Archie Comics[image: External link]' around this time, reuniting briefly with Joe Simon to help develop the series The Fly[image: External link][71] and The Double Life of Private Strong[image: External link].[72] Additionally, Kirby drew some issues of Classics Illustrated[image: External link].[12]

It was at Marvel, in collaborating with writer and editor-in-chief Lee that Kirby hit his stride once again in superhero comics, beginning with The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961).[12][73] The landmark series became a hit that revolutionized the industry with its comparative naturalism[image: External link] and, eventually, a cosmic purview informed by Kirby's seemingly boundless imagination—one well-matched with the consciousness-expanding youth culture[image: External link] of the 1960s.

For almost a decade, Kirby provided Marvel's house style, co-creating with Stan Lee many of the Marvel characters and designing their visual motifs. At Lee's request, he often provided new-to-Marvel artists "breakdown" layouts, over which they would pencil in order to become acquainted with the Marvel look. As artist Gil Kane[image: External link] described:

Highlights of Lee/Kirby collaborations, other than the Fantastic Four, include: the Hulk,[75] Thor,[76] Iron Man, the original X-Men[image: External link],[77] Doctor Doom[image: External link], Uatu the Watcher[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Ego the Living Planet[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link][78][79] and their hidden city of Attilan, and the Black Panther,[80] comics' first known black superhero—and his African nation of Wakanda.[81] Kirby drew the first Spider-Man[image: External link] story intended for publication, in Amazing Fantasy[image: External link] #15, but Stan Lee chose to have Steve Ditko redraw the story.[82]

Lee and Kirby gathered several of their newly created characters together into the team title The Avengers[83] and would revive characters from the 1940s such as the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[84] Captain America,[85] and Ka-Zar[image: External link].[86]

The story frequently cited as Lee and Kirby's finest achievement[87][88] is the three-part "The Galactus Trilogy[image: External link]" that began in Fantastic Four #48 (March 1966), chronicling the arrival of Galactus[image: External link], a cosmic giant who wanted to devour the planet, and his herald, the Silver Surfer[image: External link].[89][90] Fantastic Four #48 was chosen as #24 in the 100 Greatest Marvels of All Time[image: External link] poll of Marvel's readers in 2001. Editor Robert Greenberger[image: External link] wrote in his introduction to the story that "As the fourth year of the Fantastic Four came to a close, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby seemed to be only warming up. In retrospect, it was perhaps the most fertile period of any monthly title during the Marvel Age."[91] Comics historian Les Daniels[image: External link] noted that "[t]he mystical and metaphysical elements that took over the saga were perfectly suited to the tastes of young readers in the 1960s", and Lee soon discovered that the story was a favorite on college campuses.[92]

In 1968 and 1969, Joe Simon was involved in litigation with Marvel Comics over the ownership of Captain America, initiated by Marvel after Simon registered the copyright renewal for Captain America in his own name. According to Simon, Kirby agreed to support the company in the litigation and, as part of a deal Kirby made with publisher Martin Goodman, signed over to Marvel any rights he might have had to the character.[93]

Kirby continued to expand the medium's boundaries, devising photo-collage covers and interiors, developing new drawing techniques such as the method for depicting energy fields now known as "Kirby Krackle[image: External link]", and other experiments.[94]

Kirby grew increasingly dissatisfied with working at Marvel. There have been a number of reasons given for this dissatisfaction, including resentment over Stan Lee's increasing media prominence, a lack of full creative control, anger over breaches of perceived promises by publisher Martin Goodman, and frustration over Marvel's failure to credit him specifically for his story plotting and for his character creations and co-creations.[95] He began to both script and draw some secondary features for Marvel, such as "The Inhumans" in Amazing Adventures,[96] as well as horror stories for the anthology title Chamber of Darkness[image: External link], and received full credit for doing so; but in 1970, Kirby was presented with a contract that included such unfavorable terms as a prohibition against legal retaliation. When Kirby objected, the management refused to negotiate any contract changes.[97] Kirby, although he was earning $35,000 a year freelancing for the company,[98] subsequently left Marvel in 1970 for rival DC Comics, under editorial director Carmine Infantino[image: External link].[99]
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Kirby spent nearly two years negotiating a deal to move to DC Comics,[100] where in late 1970 he signed a three-year contract with an option for two additional years.[101] He produced a series of interlinked titles under the blanket sobriquet[image: External link] "The Fourth World[image: External link]", which included a trilogy of new titles — New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link] — as well as the extant Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link].[12][99][102] Kirby picked the latter book because the series was without a stable creative team and he did not want to cost anyone a job.[103][104] The central villain of the Fourth World series, Darkseid[image: External link], and some of the Fourth World concepts, appeared in Jimmy Olsen before the launch of the other Fourth World books, giving the new titles greater exposure to potential buyers. The Superman figures and Jimmy Olsen faces drawn by Kirby were redrawn by Al Plastino[image: External link], and later by Murphy Anderson[image: External link].[105][106] Les Daniels observed in 1995 that "Kirby's mix of slang and myth, science fiction and the Bible, made for a heady brew, but the scope of his vision has endured."[107] In 2007, comics writer Grant Morrison[image: External link] commented that "Kirby's dramas were staged across Jungian vistas of raw symbol and storm...The Fourth World saga crackles with the voltage of Jack Kirby's boundless imagination let loose onto paper."[108]

An attempt at creating new formats for comics produced the one-shot black-and-white magazines Spirit World and In the Days of the Mob in 1971.[109]

Kirby later produced other DC series such as OMAC[image: External link],[110] Kamandi[image: External link],[111] The Demon[image: External link],[112] and Kobra[image: External link],[113] and worked on such extant features as "The Losers[image: External link]" in Our Fighting Forces[image: External link].[114] Together with former partner Joe Simon for one last time, he worked on a new incarnation of the Sandman[image: External link].[12][115] Kirby produced three issues of the 1st Issue Special[image: External link] anthology series and created Atlas The Great[image: External link],[116] a new Manhunter[image: External link],[117] and the Dingbats of Danger Street[image: External link].[118]

Kirby's production assistant of the time, Mark Evanier[image: External link], recounted that DC's policies of the era were not in synch with Kirby's creative impulses, and that he was often forced to work on characters and projects he did not like.[106] Meanwhile, some artists at DC did not want Kirby there, as he threatened their positions in the company; they also had bad blood from previous competition with Marvel and legal problems with him. Since he was working from California, they were able to undermine his work through redesigns in the New York office.[119]
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At the comic book convention[image: External link] Marvelcon '75, in 1975, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Kirby was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for DC Comics. Lee wrote in his monthly column, "Stan Lee's Soapbox", "I mentioned that I had a special announcement to make. As I started telling about Jack's return, to a totally incredulous audience, everyone's head started to snap around as Kirby himself came waltzin' down the aisle to join us on the rostrum! You can imagine how it felt clownin' around with the co-creator of most of Marvel's greatest strips once more."[120]

Back at Marvel, Kirby both wrote and drew the monthly Captain America series[121] as well as the Captain America's Bicentennial Battles one-shot[image: External link] in the oversized treasury format.[122] He created the series The Eternals[image: External link],[123] which featured a race of inscrutable alien giants, the Celestials[image: External link], whose behind-the-scenes intervention in primordial humanity would eventually become a core element of Marvel Universe[image: External link] continuity. He produced an adaptation and expansion of the film 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link],[124] as well as an abortive attempt to do the same for the classic television series The Prisoner[image: External link].[125] He wrote and drew Black Panther and drew numerous covers across the line.[12]

Kirby's other Marvel creations in this period include Machine Man[image: External link][126] and Devil Dinosaur[image: External link].[127] Kirby's final comics collaboration with Stan Lee, The Silver Surfer: The Ultimate Cosmic Experience, was published in 1978 as part of the Marvel Fireside Books[image: External link] series and is considered Marvel's first graphic novel[image: External link].[128]
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Still dissatisfied with Marvel's treatment of him,[129] and with an offer of employment from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link],[130] Kirby left Marvel to work in animation. In that field, he did designs for Turbo Teen[image: External link], Thundarr the Barbarian[image: External link] and other animated series for television.[106] He worked on The New Fantastic Four[image: External link] animated series, reuniting him with scriptwriter Stan Lee.[131] He illustrated an adaptation of the Walt Disney movie The Black Hole[image: External link] for Walt Disney’s Treasury of Classic Tales[image: External link] syndicated comic strip in 1979-80.[132]

In 1979, Kirby drew concept art for film producer Barry Geller's script treatment adapting Roger Zelazny[image: External link]'s science fiction novel, Lord of Light[image: External link], for which Geller had purchased the rights. In collaboration, Geller commissioned Kirby to draw set designs that would be used as architectural renderings for a Colorado theme park[image: External link] to be called Science Fiction Land; Geller announced his plans at a November press conference attended by Kirby, former American football star Rosey Grier[image: External link], writer Ray Bradbury[image: External link], and others. While the film did not come to fruition, Kirby's drawings were used for the CIA's "Canadian Caper[image: External link]", in which some members of the U.S. embassy in Tehran[image: External link], Iran, who had avoided capture in the Iran hostage crisis[image: External link], were able to escape the country posing as members of a movie location-scouting crew.[133]
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 Final years and death (1981–1994)




In the early 1980s, Pacific Comics[image: External link], a new, non-newsstand comic book publisher, made a groundbreaking deal with Kirby to publish a creator-owned[image: External link] series, Captain Victory and the Galactic Rangers[image: External link],[134][135] and the six-issue miniseries Silver Star[image: External link] (later collected in hardcover format in 2007).[136][137][138] This, together with similar actions by other independent comics[image: External link] publishers as Eclipse Comics[image: External link] (where Kirby co-created Destroyer Duck[image: External link] in a benefit comic-book series published to help Steve Gerber[image: External link] fight a legal case against Marvel),[139] helped establish a precedent to end the monopoly of the work for hire system, wherein comics creators, even freelancers, had owned no rights to characters they created.

Kirby continued to do periodic work for DC Comics during the 1980s, including a brief revival of his "Fourth World" saga in the 1984 and 1985 Super Powers[image: External link] miniseries[140] and the 1985 graphic novel The Hunger Dogs. DC executives Jenette Kahn[image: External link] and Paul Levitz[image: External link] had Kirby re-design the Fourth World characters for the Super Powers toyline as a way of entitling him to royalties for several of his DC creations.[141]

In 1985, Kirby helped to create the concept and designs for The Centurions[image: External link], along with Gil Kane[image: External link]. A comic book series based on the show was published by DC and a toy line produced by Kenner[image: External link].

In the twilight of his life, Kirby spent a great deal of time sparring with Marvel executives over the ownership rights of original artwork. At Marvel, many of these pages owned by the company (due to outdated and legally dubious copyright claims) were given away as promotional gifts to Marvel clients or simply stolen from company warehouses.[142] After the passage of the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link], which greatly expanded artist copyright capabilities, comics publishers began to return original art to creators, but only if they signed a release reaffirming Marvel's ownership of the copyright.[142] In 1985, Marvel issued a release that demanded Kirby affirm that his art was created for hire, allowing Marvel to retain copyright in perpetuity, in addition to demanding that Kirby forego all future royalties. Marvel offered him 88 pages of his art (less than 1% of his total output) if he signed the agreement, but reserved the right to reclaim the art if Kirby violated the deal.[142] After Kirby publicly slammed Marvel, calling the company thugs and claiming they were arbitrarily holding his creations, Marvel finally returned (after two years of deliberations) approximately 1,900[143] or 2,100 pages of the estimated 10,000 to 13,000 Kirby drew for the company.[144][145]

Kirby retained ownership of characters used by Topps Comics[image: External link] beginning in 1993, for a set of series in what the company dubbed "The Kirbyverse[image: External link]".[146] These titles were derived mainly from designs and concepts that Kirby had kept in his files, some intended initially for the by-then-defunct Pacific Comics, and then licensed to Topps for what would become the "Jack Kirby's Secret City Saga[image: External link]" mythos.[147]

Phantom Force was the last comic book which Jack Kirby worked on before his death. The story was co-written by Kirby with Michael Thibodeaux and Richard French, based on an eight-page pitch for an unused Bruce Lee[image: External link] comic in 1978.[148] Issues #1 and 2 were published by Image Comics[image: External link] with various Image artists inking over Kirby's pencils. Issue #0 and issues #3 to 8 were published by Genesis West, with Kirby providing pencils for issues #0 and 4. Thibodeaux provided the art for the remaining issues of the series after Kirby died.

According to an interview with Kirby's granddaughter, Kirby was a "liberal Democrat".[149]

On February 6, 1994, Kirby died at age 76 of heart failure in his Thousand Oaks, California[image: External link] home.[150] He was buried at the Pierce Brothers Valley Oaks Memorial Park, Westlake Village, California[image: External link].[151]
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 Subsequent releases




Lisa Kirby announced in early 2006 that she and co-writer Steve Robertson, with artist Mike Thibodeaux, planned to publish via the Marvel Comics Icon[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] a six-issue limited series[image: External link], Jack Kirby’s Galactic Bounty Hunters[image: External link], featuring characters and concepts created by her father for Captain Victory.[35] The series, scripted by Lisa Kirby, Robertson, Thibodeaux, and Richard French, with pencil art by Jack Kirby and Thibodeaux, and inking by Scott Hanna and Karl Kesel[image: External link] primarily, ran an initial five issues (Sept. 2006–Jan. 2007) and then a later final issue (Sept. 2007).[152]

Marvel posthumously published a "lost" Kirby/Lee Fantastic Four story, Fantastic Four: The Lost Adventure (April 2008), with unused pages Kirby had originally drawn for a story that was partially published in Fantastic Four #108 (March 1971).[153][154]

In 2011, Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link] published Kirby: Genesis, an eight-issue miniseries by writer Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and artists Jack Herbert and Alex Ross[image: External link], featuring Kirby-owned characters previously published by Pacific Comics and Topps Comics[image: External link].[155][156]
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On September 16, 2009,[157] Kirby's four children served notices of termination to The Walt Disney Studios, 20th Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Paramount Pictures, and Sony Pictures to attempt to gain control of various Silver Age Marvel characters.[158][159] Marvel sought to invalidate those claims.[160][161] In mid-March 2010 Kirby's children "sued Marvel to terminate copyrights and gain profits from [Kirby's] comic creations."[162] In July 2011, the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link] issued a summary judgment[image: External link] in favor of Marvel,[157][163] which was affirmed in August 2013 by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link].[164] The Kirby children filed a petition on March 21, 2014, for a review of the case by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link],[165][166] but a settlement was reached on September 26, 2014, and the family requested that the petition be dismissed.[167] While the settlement has left uncertain the legal right to works governed by the Copyright Act of 1909[image: External link] created before the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link] came into force, the Kirby children's attorney, Marc Toberoff[image: External link], said the issue of creators' rights[image: External link] to reclaim the work done as independent contractors remains, and other potential claims have yet to become ripe.[168]
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Brent Staples wrote in the New York Times:

Michael Chabon[image: External link], in his afterword to his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay[image: External link], a fictional account of two early comics pioneers, wrote, "I want to acknowledge the deep debt I owe in this and everything else I've ever written to the work of the late Jack Kirby, the King of Comics."[170] Director James Cameron[image: External link] said Kirby inspired the look of his film Aliens[image: External link], calling it "not intentional in the sense I sat down and looked at all my favorite comics and studied them for this film, but, yeah, Kirby's work was definitely in my subconscious programming. The guy was a visionary. Absolutely. And he could draw machines like nobody's business. He was sort of like A. E. van Vogt[image: External link] and some of these other science-fiction writers who are able to create worlds that — even though we live in a science-fictionary world today — are still so far beyond what we're experiencing."[171]

Several Kirby images are among those on the "Marvel Super Heroes" set of commemorative stamps[image: External link] issued by the U.S. Postal Service on July 27, 2007.[172] Ten of the stamps are portraits of individual Marvel characters and the other 10 stamps depict individual Marvel Comic book covers. According to the credits printed on the back of the pane, Kirby's artwork is featured on: Captain America, The Thing, Silver Surfer, The Amazing Spider-Man #1, The Incredible Hulk #1, Captain America #100, The X-Men #1, and The Fantastic Four #3.[169][172]

In the 1990s Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] television show, police detective Dan Turpin[image: External link] was modeled on Kirby.[173]

In 2002, jazz percussionist Gregg Bendian[image: External link] released a seven-track CD titled Requiem for Jack Kirby, inspired by Kirby's art and storytelling. Titles of the instrumental cuts include "Kirby's Fourth World", "New Gods", "The Mother Box", "Teaneck in the Marvel Age" and "Air Above Zenn-La[image: External link]".[174]

Various comic-book and cartoon creators have done homages to Kirby. Examples include the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link] Mirage Comics series ("Kirby and the Warp Crystal" in Donatello #1, and its animated counterpart, "The King", from the 2003 cartoon series[image: External link]). The episode of Superman: The Animated Series entitled "Apokolips...Now!, Part 2" was dedicated to his memory.[175][176]

As of September 2012, Hollywood films based on characters Kirby co-created have collectively earned nearly $3.1 billion.[177] Kirby himself is a character portrayed by Luis Yagüe in the 2009 Spanish short film The King & the Worst, which is inspired by Kirby's service in World War II.[178] He is portrayed by Michael Parks[image: External link] in a brief appearance in the fact-based drama Argo[image: External link] (2012), about the Canadian Caper[image: External link].[179]

A play based on Kirby's life, King Kirby, by New York Innovative Theatre Awards[image: External link]-winner Crystal Skillman and New York Times bestselling comics writer Fred Van Lente[image: External link], was staged at Brooklyn's Brick Theater as part of its annual Comic Book Theater Festival. The play was a New York Times Critics' Pick selection and was funded by a widely publicized Kickstarter campaign.[180][181][182]

The 2016 novel I Hate the Internet[image: External link] frequently mentions Kirby as a "central personage" of the novel.[183]

To mark Jack Kirby's 100th birthday in 2017, DC Comics[image: External link] announced a series of one-shots[image: External link] involving characters that Kirby had created, including The Newsboy Legion[image: External link] and the Boy Commandos[image: External link], Manhunter[image: External link], Sandman[image: External link], the New Gods[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], and ending with The Black Racer[image: External link] and Shilo Norman[image: External link].
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 Awards and honors




Jack Kirby received a great deal of recognition over the course of his career, including the 1967 Alley Award[image: External link] for Best Pencil Artist.[184] The following year he was runner-up behind Jim Steranko[image: External link]. His other Alley Awards were:


	1963: Favorite Short Story - "The Human Torch Meets Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Strange Tales[image: External link] #114[185]


	1964:[186]

	Best Novel - "Captain America Joins the Avengers", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, from The Avengers[image: External link] #4

	Best New Strip or Book - "Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Tales of Suspense






	1965: Best Short Story - "The Origin of the Red Skull", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Tales of Suspense #66[187]


	1966: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - "Tales of Asgard" by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[188]


	1967: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - (tie) "Tales of Asgard" and "Tales of the Inhumans[image: External link]", both by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[184]


	1968:[189]

	Best Professional Work, Best Regular Short Feature - "Tales of the Inhumans", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor


	Best Professional Work, Hall of Fame - Fantastic Four, by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby; Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], by Jim Steranko[189]








Kirby won a Shazam Award[image: External link] for Special Achievement by an Individual in 1971 for his "Fourth World" series in Forever People, New Gods, Mister Miracle, and Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen.[190] He received an Inkpot Award[image: External link] in 1974[191] and was inducted into the Shazam Awards Hall of Fame in 1975.[192] In 1987 he was an inaugural inductee into the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link].[193] He received the 1993 Bob Clampett Humanitarian Award at that year's Eisner Awards[image: External link].[194]

His work was honored posthumously in 1998: The collection of his New Gods material, Jack Kirby's New Gods, edited by Bob Kahan, won both the Harvey Award[image: External link] for Best Domestic Reprint Project,[195] and the Eisner Award for Best Archival Collection/Project.[196] On July 14, 2017, Jack Kirby was named a Disney Legend[image: External link] for the co-creation of numerous characters that would comprise Disney's Marvel Cinematic Universe.[197]

The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor.

With Will Eisner[image: External link], Robert Crumb[image: External link], Harvey Kurtzman[image: External link], Gary Panter[image: External link] and Chris Ware[image: External link], Kirby was among the artists honored in the exhibition "Masters of American Comics" at the Jewish Museum[image: External link] in New York City from September 16, 2006 to January 28, 2007.[198][199]

Asteroid 51985 Kirby[image: External link], discovered September 22, 2001, was named in his honor.[200]
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Chris Evans (actor)






Christopher Robert Evans[1] (born June 13, 1981)[2] is an American actor. Evans is known for his superhero[image: External link] roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and Human Torch[image: External link] in Fantastic Four (2005) and its 2007 sequel.

Evans began his career on the 2000 television series Opposite Sex[image: External link], and in addition to his work in superhero films, he has featured in such films as Not Another Teen Movie[image: External link] (2001), Sunshine[image: External link] (2007), Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link] (2010), Snowpiercer[image: External link] (2013), and Gifted[image: External link] (2017). In 2014, he made his directorial debut[image: External link] with the drama film Before We Go[image: External link], in which he also starred.[3] Evans made his Broadway[image: External link] debut in a 2018 production of Lobby Hero[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Evans was born in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts,[4] and raised in the town of Sudbury[image: External link].[5] His mother, Lisa (née Capuano), is an artistic director at the Concord Youth Theater,[6][7] and his father, G. Robert Evans III, is a dentist.[8]

He has two sisters, Carly and Shanna, and a younger brother, Scott[image: External link].[8][9] Carly is a graduate of New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] and a high school drama and English teacher at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School[image: External link],[6][10] while Scott is an actor who was featured on the ABC[image: External link] soap opera One Life to Live[image: External link]. Their uncle, Mike Capuano[image: External link], represents the same Massachusetts Congressional district[image: External link] formerly represented by Tip O'Neill[image: External link].[11] His mother is of half Italian[image: External link] and half Irish[image: External link] ancestry.[11][12][13] He and his siblings were raised Catholic[image: External link].[12][13]

Evans graduated from Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School.[5] He moved to New York City[image: External link] and took classes at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute[image: External link].[14]
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Evans's first credited appearance was in a short educational video titled Biodiversity: Wild About Life! in 1997.[15] In 1999, Evans was the model for "Tyler" in Hasbro's board game Mystery Date. The special edition of the game included an electronic phone, which Evans is shown speaking into on the game box.[16]

After filming wrapped on Not Another Teen Movie[image: External link],[17] Evans landed lead roles[image: External link] in The Perfect Score[image: External link] and Cellular[image: External link], and then starred in two independent films in Chicago: Dirk Wittenborn[image: External link]'s Fierce People[image: External link], playing the sinister Bryce, and London[image: External link], playing a drug user with relationship problems.[18] He then played the superhero[image: External link] the Human Torch[image: External link] in the 2005 comic book[image: External link] adaptation Fantastic Four. Evans reprised the role in the 2007 sequel Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer.[19] That year, he starred as engineer-turned-astronaut Mace in Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s science-fiction film Sunshine[image: External link].[20]

In 2008, Evans appeared in Street Kings[image: External link], co-starring Keanu Reeves[image: External link], and the Tennessee Williams[image: External link] screenplay adaptation The Loss of a Teardrop Diamond[image: External link], co-starring Bryce Dallas Howard[image: External link] and Ellen Burstyn[image: External link]. The following year he appeared in the science-fiction thriller[image: External link] Push[image: External link], with Dakota Fanning[image: External link] and Camilla Belle[image: External link]. Evans performed his own fight scenes, which took weeks to film, and was bruised during filming.[21]

In 2010, he completed filming on co-directors Mark Kassen[image: External link] and Adam Kassen[image: External link]'s Puncture[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link], Texas. The film was selected to debut at the 2011 Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link] as one of the Spotlight projects for the 10th anniversary of the festival.[22]

Also that year, Evans appeared in Sylvain White[image: External link]'s The Losers[image: External link], an adaptation of the comic-book series[image: External link] from the DC Comics[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] Vertigo[image: External link].[23] Evans then appeared in another comic-book adaptation, Edgar Wright[image: External link]'s Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link], where he portrayed Lucas Lee, one of Ramona Flowers' seven evil exes.[24]

In 2011, Evans played the Marvel Comics character Captain America in Captain America: The First Avenger, and starred in the film What's Your Number?[image: External link], a romantic comedy[image: External link] co-starring Anna Faris[image: External link].[25][26] There were initially scheduling conflicts, as both films were set to film in the summer of 2010.[27]

Evans had signed on to appear in multiple films as Captain America, and first reprised the role in the 2012 film The Avengers[image: External link].[25] He next starred opposite Michael Shannon[image: External link] in The Iceman[image: External link], replacing James Franco[image: External link], who had dropped out.[28] Evans wore a long wig and grew out a beard for the role.[29] He starred in South Korean director Bong Joon-ho[image: External link]'s English-language film Snowpiercer[image: External link].[30]

In 2014, Evans starred in Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[31] He starred opposite Michelle Monaghan[image: External link] in the romantic comedy Playing It Cool[image: External link].[32] His directorial debut, Before We Go[image: External link],[33] debuted at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[3]

In 2015, he played Captain America again in Avengers: Age of Ultron, and reprised the role for the 2016 sequel Captain America: Civil War.[34][35]

Evans said in March 2014 that once his contract with Marvel is up, he might consider doing less acting so he could work more on directing,[36] and believes he will be finished playing Captain America in 2017.[33] In September 2015, however, he said in an interview that he would be willing to sign on for more films as Captain America after Infinity War if Marvel wanted to extend his contract.[37] He starred in the family drama Gifted[image: External link] in 2017.

In 2018, Evans will reprise his role as Steve Rogers in Avengers: Infinity War and will return for its 2019 sequel.[citation needed[image: External link]] He is also set to make his Broadway debut in Lobby Hero[image: External link], directed by Trip Cullman. The show is set to open in March 2018 at the Helen Hayes Theatre[image: External link] as a part of Second Stage Theatre[image: External link]'s first Broadway season.[38]
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Evans is a fan of the New England Patriots[image: External link] and narrated America's Game: The Story of the 2014 New England Patriots[image: External link].[39]

Although raised Catholic, he has expressed pantheistic[image: External link] views[13] and a great interest in the philosophies of Buddhism[image: External link].[40]
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Robert Downey Jr.






Robert John Downey Jr. (born April 4, 1965)[2] is an American actor and singer. His career has included critical and popular success in his youth, followed by a period of substance abuse and legal troubles, and a resurgence of commercial success in middle age. For three consecutive years from 2012 to 2015, Downey topped the Forbes list of Hollywood's highest-paid actors, making an estimated $80 million in earnings between June 2014 and June 2015.[3][4]

Making his acting debut at the age of five, appearing in his father[image: External link]'s film Pound[image: External link] (1970), Downey Jr. appeared in roles associated with the Brat Pack[image: External link], such as the teen sci-fi comedy Weird Science[image: External link] (1985) and the drama Less Than Zero (1987). He starred as the title character[image: External link] in the 1992 film Chaplin[image: External link], which earned him a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] and won him the BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]. After being released in 2000 from the California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility and State Prison[image: External link] where he was on drug charges, Downey joined the cast of the TV series Ally McBeal[image: External link] playing Calista Flockhart's[image: External link] love interest. This earned him a Golden Globe Award[image: External link]. His character was written out when Downey was fired after two drug arrests in late 2000 and early 2001. After his last stay in a court-ordered drug treatment program, Downey achieved sobriety.

Downey Jr.'s career prospects improved when he featured in the black comedy crime Kiss Kiss Bang Bang[image: External link] (2005), the mystery thriller Zodiac[image: External link] (2007), and the satirical action comedy Tropic Thunder[image: External link] (2008); for the latter he was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]. Beginning in 2008, Downey began portraying the role of Marvel Comics superhero Iron Man in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, appearing in several films as either the lead role, member of an ensemble cast, or in a cameo[image: External link]. Each of these films, with the exception of The Incredible Hulk, has grossed over $500 million at the box office worldwide; four of these—The Avengers[image: External link], Avengers: Age of Ultron, Iron Man 3 and Captain America: Civil War—earned over $1 billion.

Downey Jr. has also played the title character[image: External link] in Guy Ritchie[image: External link]'s Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] (2009), which earned him his second Golden Globe win, and its sequel[image: External link] (2011), both of which have earned over $500 million at the box office worldwide.

As of 2017, the U.S. domestic box-office grosses of Downey Jr.'s films total over US $4.2 billion, with worldwide grosses surpassing $9.6 billion, making Downey Jr. the sixth highest-grossing U.S. domestic box-office star of all time.[5]



TOP
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 Early life and family




Downey was born in Manhattan[image: External link], New York on April 4, 1965, the younger of two children. His father, Robert Downey Sr.[image: External link], is an actor and filmmaker, while his mother, Elsie Ann (née Ford), was an actress who appeared in Downey Sr.'s films.[6] Downey's father is of half Lithuanian Jewish, one-quarter Hungarian Jewish, and one-quarter Irish descent, while Downey's mother had Scottish, German, and Swiss ancestry.[7][8][9] Downey and his older sister Allyson grew up in Greenwich Village[image: External link].[10]

As a child, Downey was "surrounded by drugs". His father, a drug addict, allowed Downey to use marijuana[image: External link] at age six, an incident which his father said he now regrets.[10] Downey later stated that drug use became an emotional bond between him and his father: "When my dad and I would do drugs together, it was like him trying to express his love for me in the only way he knew how." Eventually, Downey began spending every night abusing alcohol and "making a thousand phone calls in pursuit of drugs".[11]

During his childhood, Downey had minor roles in his father's films. He made his acting debut at the age of five, playing a sick puppy in the absurdist comedy[image: External link] Pound[image: External link] (1970), and then at seven appeared in the surrealist[image: External link] Greaser's Palace[image: External link] (1972).[8] At the age of ten, he was living in England and studied classical ballet[image: External link] as part of a larger curriculum.[12] He attended the Stagedoor Manor[image: External link] Performing Arts Training Center in upstate New York as a teenager. When his parents divorced in 1978, Downey moved to California with his father, but in 1982, he dropped out of Santa Monica High School[image: External link], and moved back to New York to pursue an acting career full-time.[13]

Downey and Kiefer Sutherland[image: External link], who shared the screen in the 1988 drama 1969[image: External link], were roommates for three years when he first moved to Hollywood to pursue his career in acting.[14]
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 Career
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 1983–1995: Beginnings and critical acclaim




Downey began building upon theater roles, including in the short-lived off-Broadway musical American Passion at the Joyce Theater in 1983, produced by Norman Lear[image: External link]. In 1985, he was part of the new, younger cast hired for Saturday Night Live[image: External link], but following a year of poor ratings and criticism of the new cast's comedic talents, he and most of the new crew were dropped and replaced.[13] Rolling Stone[image: External link] magazine named Downey the worst SNL cast member in its entire run, stating that the "Downey Fail sums up everything that makes SNL great."[15] That same year, Downey had a dramatic acting breakthrough when he played James Spader[image: External link]'s sidekick[image: External link] in Tuff Turf[image: External link] and then a bully in John Hughes[image: External link]' Weird Science[image: External link]. He was considered for the role of Duckie in John Hughes' film Pretty in Pink[image: External link] (1986),[16] but his first lead role was with Molly Ringwald[image: External link] in The Pick-up Artist[image: External link] (1987). Because of these and other coming-of-age[image: External link] films Downey did during the 1980s, he is sometimes named as a member of the Brat Pack[image: External link].[13][17]

In 1987, Downey played Julian Wells, a drug-addicted rich boy, whose life rapidly spirals out of his control, in the film version of the Bret Easton Ellis[image: External link] novel Less Than Zero. His performance, described by Janet Maslin[image: External link] in The New York Times as "desperately moving",[18] was widely praised, though Downey has said that for him "the role was like the ghost of Christmas Future[image: External link]" since his drug habit resulted in his becoming an "exaggeration of the character" in real life.[19] Zero drove Downey into films with bigger budgets and names, such as Chances Are[image: External link] (1989) with Cybill Shepherd[image: External link] and Ryan O'Neal[image: External link], Air America[image: External link] (1990) with Mel Gibson[image: External link], and Soapdish[image: External link] (1991) with Sally Field[image: External link], Kevin Kline[image: External link], and Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link].[20][21][22]

In 1992, he starred as Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] in Chaplin[image: External link], a role for which he prepared extensively, learning how to play the violin as well as tennis left-handed. He had a personal coach in order to help him imitate Chaplin's posture, and a way of carrying himself.[23] The role garnered Downey an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actor[image: External link] at the Academy Awards 65th ceremony[image: External link], losing to Al Pacino[image: External link] in Scent of a Woman[image: External link].[24]

In 1993, he appeared in the films Heart and Souls[image: External link] with Alfre Woodard and Kyra Sedgwick[image: External link] and Short Cuts[image: External link] with Matthew Modine[image: External link] and Julianne Moore[image: External link], along with a documentary that he wrote about the 1992 presidential campaigns titled The Last Party[image: External link] (1993).[25][26][27] He starred in the 1994 films, Only You[image: External link] with Marisa Tomei[image: External link], and Natural Born Killers[image: External link] with Woody Harrelson[image: External link].[28][29] He then subsequently appeared in Restoration[image: External link] (1995), Richard III[image: External link] (1995), Two Girls and a Guy[image: External link] (1998), as Special Agent John Royce in U.S. Marshals[image: External link] (1998), and in Black and White[image: External link] (1999).[30][31][32][33]
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 1996–2001: Career troubles




From 1996 through 2001, Downey was arrested numerous times on drug-related charges including cocaine[image: External link], heroin and marijuana[34] and went several times through drug treatment programs unsuccessfully, explaining in 1999 to a judge: "It's like I have a shotgun in my mouth, and I've got my finger on the trigger, and I like the taste of the gun metal." He explained his relapses by claiming to have been addicted to drugs since the age of eight, due to the fact that his father, also an addict previously, had been giving them to him.[35]

In April 1996, Downey was arrested for possession of heroin, cocaine, and an unloaded .357 Magnum[image: External link] handgun while he was speeding down Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]. A month later, while on parole, he trespassed into a neighbor's home while under the influence of a controlled substance, and fell asleep in one of the beds.[36][37] He received three years of probation and was ordered to undergo compulsory drug testing. In 1997, he missed one of the court-ordered drug tests, and had to spend six months in the Los Angeles County jail.[38]

After Downey missed another required drug test in 1999, he was arrested once more. Despite Downey's lawyer, John Stewart Holden, assembling for his client's 1999 defense the same team of lawyers that successfully defended O.J. Simpson[image: External link] during his criminal trial for murder[image: External link],[35] Downey was sentenced to a three-year prison term at the California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility and State Prison[image: External link] in Corcoran, California. At the time of the 1999 arrest, all of Downey's film projects had wrapped and were close to release. He had also been hired for voicing the devil[image: External link] on the NBC[image: External link] animated television series God, the Devil and Bob[image: External link], but was fired when he failed to show up for rehearsals.[39][40]

After spending nearly a year in the California Substance Abuse Treatment Facility and State Prison in Corcoran, California[image: External link], Downey, on condition of posting a $5,000 bail, was unexpectedly freed when a judge ruled that his collective time in incarceration facilities (spawned from the initial 1996 arrests) had qualified him for early release.[10] A week after his 2000 release, Downey joined the cast of the hit television series Ally McBeal[image: External link], playing the new love interest of Calista Flockhart[image: External link]'s title character.[41] His performance was praised and the following year he was nominated for an Emmy Award[image: External link] in the Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link] category and won a Golden Globe[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor in a mini-series or television film[image: External link].[42][43] He also appeared as a writer and singer on Vonda Shepard[image: External link]'s Ally McBeal: For Once in My Life album, and he sang with Sting[image: External link] a duet of "Every Breath You Take[image: External link]" in an episode of the series. Despite the apparent success, Downey claimed that his performance on the series was overrated and said, "It was my lowest point in terms of addictions. At that stage, I didn't give a fuck whether I ever acted again."[19] In January 2001, Downey was scheduled to play the role of Hamlet[image: External link] in a Los Angeles stage production directed by Mel Gibson[image: External link].[44]

Before the end of his first season on Ally McBeal, over the Thanksgiving[image: External link] 2000 holiday, Downey was arrested when his room at Merv Griffin[image: External link]'s Hotel and Givenchy Spa in Palm Springs, California[image: External link] was searched by the police, who were responding to an anonymous 911 call. Downey was under the influence of a controlled substance and in possession of cocaine and Valium[image: External link].[45][46] Despite the fact that, if convicted, he would have faced a prison sentence of up to four years and eight months, he signed on to appear in at least eight more Ally McBeal episodes.[47]

In April 2001, while he was on parole, a Los Angeles police officer found him wandering barefooted in Culver City[image: External link], just outside Los Angeles. He was arrested for suspicion of being under the influence of drugs, but was released a few hours later,[48] even though tests showed he had cocaine in his system.[49] After this last arrest, producer David E. Kelley[image: External link] and other Ally McBeal executives ordered last-minute rewrites and reshoots and fired Downey from the show, despite the fact that Downey's character had resuscitated Ally McBeal's ratings.[50] The Culver City arrest also costed him a role in the high-profile film America's Sweethearts[image: External link],[49] and the subsequent incarceration prompted Mel Gibson to shut down his planned stage production of Hamlet, as well. In July 2001, Downey pleaded no contest[image: External link] to the Palm Springs charges, avoiding jail time. Instead, he was sent into drug rehabilitation and received three years of probation, benefiting from the California Proposition 36[image: External link], which had been passed the year before with the aim of helping nonviolent drug offenders overcome their addictions instead of sending them to jail.[10][51]

The book Conversations with Woody Allen reports that director Woody Allen[image: External link] wanted to cast Downey and Winona Ryder[image: External link] in his film Melinda and Melinda[image: External link] in 2005, but was unable to do so, because he could not get insurance on them, stating, "We couldn't get bonded. The completion bonding[image: External link] companies would not bond the picture unless we could insure them. We were heartbroken because I had worked with Winona before [on Celebrity[image: External link]] and thought she was perfect for this and wanted to work with her again. And I had always wanted to work with Bob Downey and always thought he was a huge talent."[52]

In a December 18, 2000 article for People[image: External link] magazine entitled "Bad to Worse", Downey's stepmother Rosemary told author Alex Tresnlowski, that Downey had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder[image: External link] "a few years ago" and added that his bipolar disorder was "the reason he has a hard time staying sober. What hasn't been tried is medication and intensive psychotherapy[image: External link]".[53] In the same article, Dr. Manijeh Nikakhtar, a Los Angeles psychiatrist and co-author of Addiction or Self-Medication: The Truth ( ISBN[image: External link]  978-1883819576[image: External link]), says she received a letter from Downey in 1999, during his time at Corcoran II, asking for advice on his condition. She discovered that "no one had done a complete [psychiatric] evaluation [on him]... I asked him flat out if he thought he was bipolar, and he said, 'Oh yeah. There are times I spend a lot of money and I'm hyperactive, and there are other times I'm down.'"[53] In an article for the March 2007 issue of Esquire[image: External link], Downey told author Scott Raab that he wanted to address "this whole thing about the bipolar" after receiving a phone call from "the Bipolar Association" asking him about being bipolar. When Downey denied he had ever said he was bipolar, the caller quoted the People article, to which Downey replied, "'No! Dr. Malibusian said [I said I was bipolar]...', and they go, 'Well, it's been written, so we're going to quote it.'"[54] Downey flatly denied being " depressed[image: External link] or manic[image: External link]" and that previous attempts to diagnose him with any kind of psychiatric[image: External link] or mood disorder[image: External link] have always been skewed because "the guy I was seeing didn't know I was smokin' crack[image: External link] in his bathroom. You can't make a diagnosis until somebody's sober."[54]
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 2001–2007: Career comeback




After five years of substance abuse, arrests, rehab, and relapse, Downey was ready to work toward a full recovery from drugs, and a return to his career. In discussing his failed attempts to control his own addictive behavior in the past, Downey told Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] in November 2004 that "when someone says, 'I really wonder if maybe I should go to rehab?' Well, uh, you're a wreck, you just lost your job, and your wife left you. Uh, you might want to give it a shot."[55] He added that after his last arrest in April 2001, when he knew he would likely be facing another stint in prison or another form of incarceration such as court-ordered rehab, "I said, 'You know what? I don't think I can continue doing this.' And I reached out for help, and I ran with it. You can reach out for help in kind of a half-assed way and you'll get it and you won't take advantage of it. It's not that difficult to overcome these seemingly ghastly problems... what's hard is to decide to do it."[55]

Downey got his first post-rehab acting job in August 2001, lip-syncing in the video for Elton John[image: External link]'s single "I Want Love[image: External link]".[56] Video director Sam Taylor-Wood[image: External link] shot 16 takes of the video and used the last one because, according to John, Downey looked completely relaxed, and, "The way he underplays it is fantastic".[57]

Downey was able to return to the big screen after Mel Gibson[image: External link], who had been a close friend to Downey since both had co-starred in Air America, paid Downey's insurance bond for the 2003 film The Singing Detective[image: External link].[58] Gibson's gamble paved the way for Downey's comeback and Downey returned to mainstream films in the mid-2000s with Gothika[image: External link], for which producer Joel Silver[image: External link] withheld 40% of his salary until after production wrapped as insurance against his addictive behavior. Similar clauses have become standard in his contracts since.[59] Silver, who was getting closer to Downey as he dated his assistant Susan Levin[image: External link], also got the actor the leading role in the comedy thriller Kiss Kiss Bang Bang[image: External link], the directorial debut of screenwriter Shane Black[image: External link].[60]

After Gothika, Downey was cast in a number of leading and supporting roles, including well-received work in a number of semi-independent films: A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints[image: External link], Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link], Richard Linklater[image: External link]'s dystopian, rotoscoped[image: External link] A Scanner Darkly[image: External link] (in which Downey plays the role of a drug addict), and Steven Shainberg[image: External link]'s fictional biographical film of Diane Arbus[image: External link], Fur[image: External link], where Downey's character represented the two biggest influences on Arbus' professional life, Lisette Model[image: External link] and Marvin Israel[image: External link].[61] Downey also received great notice for his roles in more mainstream fare such as Kiss Kiss Bang Bang and Disney's[image: External link] poorly received The Shaggy Dog[image: External link].[62]

On November 23, 2004, Downey released his debut musical album, The Futurist[image: External link], on Sony Classical[image: External link], for which he designed the cover art and designed the track listing label on the CD with his son Indio.[63] The album received mixed reviews,[64][65] but Downey stated in 2006 that he probably will not do another album, as he felt that the energy he put into doing the album was not compensated.[66]

In 2006, Downey returned to television when he guest-starred on Family Guy[image: External link] in the episode "The Fat Guy Strangler[image: External link]". Downey had previously telephoned the show's production staff, and asked if he could produce or assist in an episode creation, as his son Indio is a fan of the show. The producers of the show accepted the offer and created the character of Patrick Pewterschmidt[image: External link], Lois Griffin[image: External link]'s long lost, mentally disturbed brother, for Downey.[67]

Downey signed on with publishers HarperCollins[image: External link] to write a memoir, which in 2006, was already being billed as a "candid look at the highs and lows of his life and career". In 2008, however, Downey returned his advance to the publishers, and canceled the book without further comment.[68]

In 2007, Downey appeared in David Fincher[image: External link]'s mystery thriller Zodiac[image: External link], which was based on a true story. He played the role of San Francisco Chronicle journalist Paul Avery[image: External link], who was reporting the Zodiac Killer[image: External link] case.[69]
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 2008–present: Blockbuster films and further success




With all of the critical success Downey had experienced throughout his career, he had not appeared in a "blockbuster" film[image: External link]. That changed in 2008, when Downey starred in two critically and commercially successful films, Iron Man and Tropic Thunder[image: External link]. In the article Ben Stiller[image: External link] wrote for Downey's entry in the 2008 edition of The Time 100[image: External link], he offered an observation on Downey's commercially successful summer at the box office:

In 2007, Downey was cast as the title character in the film Iron Man,[71] with director Jon Favreau[image: External link] explaining the choice by stating: "Downey wasn't the most obvious choice, but he understood what makes the character tick. He found a lot of his own life experience in 'Tony Stark'."[72] Favreau insisted on having Downey as he repeatedly claimed that Downey would be to Iron Man what Johnny Depp[image: External link] is to the Pirates of the Caribbean series[image: External link], a lead actor that could both elevate the quality of the film and increase the public's interest in it.[36][73][74][75] For the role Downey had to gain more than 20 pounds of muscle in five months to look like he "had the power to forge iron".[76]

Iron Man was globally released between April 30 and May 3, 2008, grossing over $585 million worldwide[77] and receiving rave reviews which cited Downey's performance as a highlight of the film.[78][79] As a result, both Downey and Favreau stated their interest in making an Iron Man trilogy[image: External link].[80] By October 2008, Downey had agreed to appear as Iron Man in two Iron Man sequels and The Avengers[image: External link], featuring the superhero team that Stark joins, based on Marvel's comic book series The Avengers[image: External link].[81] He also made a small appearance as Iron Man's alter ego Tony Stark in the 2008 film The Incredible Hulk, as a part of Marvel Studios' attempt to depict the same Marvel Universe on film by providing continuity among the movies.[82] Downey reprised the role again in Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016), and Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017).

After Iron Man, Downey appeared alongside Ben Stiller and Jack Black[image: External link] in the Stiller-directed Tropic Thunder[image: External link]. The three actors play a Hollywood archetype—with Downey playing a self-absorbed multi-Oscar-winning Australian method actor Kirk Lazarus—as they star in an extremely expensive Vietnam-era film called Tropic Thunder. Lazarus undergoes a "controversial skin pigmentation procedure" in order to take on the role of African-American platoon sergeant, Lincoln Osiris, which required Downey to wear dark makeup and a wig. Both Stiller and Downey feared Downey's portrayal of the character could become controversial:

When asked by Harry Smith on CBS's The Early Show who his model was for Lazarus, Downey laughed before responding, "Sadly, my sorry-ass self".[84]

Released in the United States on August 13, 2008, Tropic Thunder received good reviews with 83% of reviews positive and an average normalized score of 71, according to the review aggregator websites Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] and Metacritic, respectively.[85][86] It earned US$26 million in its North American opening weekend and retained the number one position for its first three weekends of release. The film grossed $180 million in theaters before its release on home video on November 18, 2008. Downey was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his portrayal of Lazarus.[87]

Opening in late April 2009 was a film Downey finished in mid-2008, The Soloist[image: External link]. The film was delayed from a November 2008 release by Paramount Pictures[image: External link] due to the studio's tight end-of-year release schedule.[88] Critics who had seen the film in 2008 were mentioning it as a possible Academy Award[image: External link] candidate.[89] Downey picked up an Academy Award nomination for the 2008 release year for his role in Tropic Thunder.[90]

The first role Downey accepted after Iron Man was the title character[image: External link] in Guy Ritchie's Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]. Warner Bros.[image: External link] released on December 25, 2009.[91] The film set several box office records in the United States for a Christmas Day release, beating the previous record holder, 2008's Marley & Me[image: External link], by nearly $10M, and finished second to Avatar[image: External link] in a record-setting Christmas weekend box office. Sherlock Holmes ended up being the 8th highest-grossing film of 2009[image: External link].[92][93] When Downey won the Golden Globe for Best Actor in a Motion Picture Musical or Comedy from the Hollywood Foreign Press Association for his role as Sherlock Holmes, he noted in his acceptance speech that he had prepared no remarks because "Susan Downey[image: External link] (his wife and Sherlock Holmes producer) told me that Matt Damon[image: External link] (nominated for his role in The Informant![image: External link]) was going to win so don't bother preparing a speech".[94]

Following the success of 2008's Iron Man, Downey agreed to reprise his role as Tony Stark in two more Iron Man films and The Avengers[image: External link]. After appearing in a connecting cameo scene at the end of the 2008 version of The Incredible Hulk, Downey returned as Tony Stark in the first of two planned sequels to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, which released in May 2010. Iron Man 2 grossed over $623M worldwide, becoming the 7th highest-grossing film of 2010[image: External link].[95]

Downey's other commercial film release of 2010 was the comedy road film[image: External link], Due Date[image: External link]. The movie, co-starring Zach Galifianakis[image: External link], was released in November 2010[96] and grossed over $211M worldwide, making it the 36th highest-grossing movie of 2010.[97] Downey's sole 2011 film credit was the sequel to the 2009 version of Sherlock Holmes[image: External link], Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows[image: External link], which opened worldwide on December 16, 2011.[98]

In 2012, Downey reprised the role of Tony Stark in The Avengers[image: External link]. The film received positive reviews[99] and was highly successful at the box office, becoming the third highest-grossing film of all time both in the United States and worldwide.[100] His film, the David Dobkin[image: External link]-directed dramedy The Judge[image: External link],[101] a project co-produced by his production company Team Downey, was the opening film at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] in 2014.[102] Downey played Tony Stark again in Iron Man 3, (2013),[103] Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016), and Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017).[104]
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 Upcoming projects




Downey is scheduled to star in an upcoming Pinocchio[image: External link] film,[105] as well as Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel.[106]
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 Other ventures
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 Music




Robert Downey Jr. has sung on several soundtracks in his films such as Chaplin, Too Much Sun[image: External link], Two Girls and a Guy[image: External link], Friends and Lovers[image: External link], The Singing Detective[image: External link] and Kiss Kiss Bang Bang. He released a CD in 2004 called The Futurist[image: External link], and while promoting his film Tropic Thunder[image: External link], he and his co-stars Ben Stiller[image: External link] and Jack Black[image: External link] were back-up singers "The Pips" to Gladys Knight[image: External link] singing "Midnight Train to Georgia[image: External link]".[107]

Downey's most commercially successful recording venture to date (combining sales and radio airplay) has been his remake of the 1973 Joni Mitchell[image: External link] Christmas song "River", which was included on the Ally McBeal tie-in album Ally McBeal: A Very Ally Christmas, released in 2000; Downey's character Larry Paul performs the song in the Ally McBeal episode "Tis the Season".[108]
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 Production company




On June 14, 2010, Robert Downey Jr. and his wife Susan opened their own production company called Team Downey[image: External link]. Their first project was The Judge[image: External link].[109]
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 Personal life
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 Relationships and family




Downey started dating actress Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link] after meeting her on the set of Firstborn[image: External link]. The couple later separated due to his drug addiction.[110]

He married actress/singer Deborah Falconer[image: External link] on May 29, 1992, after a 42-day courtship.[111] Their son, Indio Falconer Downey, was born in September 1993.[112] The strain on their marriage from Downey's repeated trips to rehab and jail finally reached a breaking point; in 2001, in the midst of Downey's last arrest and sentencing to an extended stay in rehab, Falconer left Downey and took their son with her.[111] Downey and Falconer finalized their divorce on April 26, 2004.

In 2003, Downey met producer Susan Levin[image: External link], an Executive Vice President of Production at Joel Silver[image: External link]'s film company, Silver Pictures[image: External link] on the set of Gothika[image: External link].[58] Downey and Susan quietly struck up a romance during production, though Susan turned down his romantic advances twice.[113] Despite Susan's worries that the romance would not last after the completion of shooting because "he's an actor; I have a real job",[113] the couple's relationship continued after production wrapped on Gothika, and Downey proposed to Susan on the night before her thirtieth birthday.[113] The couple were married in August 2005, in a Jewish ceremony at Amagansett, New York[image: External link].[114][115] A tattoo on one of his biceps reads "Suzie Q" in tribute to her.[116] Their first child, a son, was born in February 2012,[117] their second child, a daughter, was born in November 2014.[118][119][120]

Downey has been a close friend of Mel Gibson[image: External link] since they starred in Air America. Downey defended Gibson during the controversy surrounding The Passion of the Christ[image: External link], and said "nobody's perfect" in reference to Gibson's DUI[image: External link].[121] Gibson said of Downey: "He was one of the first people to call and offer the hand of friendship. He just said, 'Hey, welcome to the club. Let's go see what we can do to work on ourselves.'"[122] In October 2011, Downey was being honored at the 25th American Cinematheque Awards; Downey chose Gibson to present him with his award for his life's work, and used his air time to say a few kind words about Gibson and explain why he chose him to present the award.[123]
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 Addiction and sobriety




Downey maintains that he has been drug-free since July 2003,[124] and has credited his wife with helping him overcome his drug and alcohol habits, along with his family, therapy[image: External link], meditation[image: External link], twelve-step recovery programs[image: External link], yoga[image: External link] and the practice of Wing Chun[image: External link] kung fu[image: External link][19], the martial art he learned from Eric Oram[image: External link], who is also a fight consultant in several of Downey's movies.[125][126] Oram was Downey's personal Fight Coordinator in Avengers: Age of Ultron and Captain America: Civil War.[127] In December 2015, Downey received a full and unconditional pardon from Governor of California[image: External link] Jerry Brown[image: External link] for his prior drug convictions.[128][129] Oram wrote a letter in support of Downey’s pardon to California[image: External link] governor Jerry Brown.[130]
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Downey has described his religious beliefs as " Jewish-Buddhist[image: External link]"[131] and studies astrology[image: External link].[132] In the past, Downey has been interested in Christianity[image: External link] and the Hare Krishna[image: External link] movement.[131]
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In a 2008 interview, Downey stated that his time in prison changed his political point of view somewhat, saying, "I have a really interesting political point of view, and it's not always something I say too loud at dinner tables here, but you can't go from a $2,000-a-night suite at La Mirage to a penitentiary and really understand it and come out a liberal[image: External link]. You can't. I wouldn't wish that experience on anyone else, but it was very, very, very educational for me and has informed my proclivities and politics ever since."[133] However, when asked about the quote in a 2015 interview to promote Avengers: Age of Ultron, he denied that his previous statement reflected any longstanding beliefs on his part, and stated, "I wouldn't say that I'm a Republican[image: External link] or a liberal or a Democrat[image: External link]."[134]

Downey serves on the board of the Anti-Recidivism Coalition[image: External link].[135]

In 2016 Downey appeared in an anti-Trump[image: External link] commercial with other celebrities encouraging people to register to vote in the 2016 election[image: External link].[136]
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 Work ethic




In a panel discussion, Rachel McAdams[image: External link], who co-starred with Downey in Sherlock Holmes[image: External link], called him a "superhero" for his "committed" work ethic.[137] On the same panel, Downey described how he worked long hours and many weekends to ensure the accuracy of his portrayal of Holmes so as to help make the film a success.[137]
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Main article: Robert Downey Jr. filmography[image: External link]
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The Futurist[image: External link] (2004)
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link]
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Scarlett Johansson






Scarlett Ingrid Johansson (/dZoU'haensen /[image: External link]; born November 22, 1984) is an American actress and singer. She was among the world's highest-paid actresses from 2014 to 2016, has made multiple appearances in the Forbes Celebrity 100[image: External link], and has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]. Born and raised in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City, she aspired to be an actress from a young age, and first appeared on stage in an Off-Broadway[image: External link] play as a child. Johansson made her film debut in the fantasy comedy North[image: External link] (1994) and was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] for Manny & Lo[image: External link] (1996). She gained further recognition for her work in The Horse Whisperer[image: External link] (1998) and Ghost World[image: External link] (2001).

Johansson shifted to adult roles in 2003 with her performances in Lost in Translation[image: External link] (for which she won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress[image: External link]) and Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link]. She was nominated for four Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] for these films, and for playing an estranged teenager in the drama A Love Song for Bobby Long[image: External link] (2004), and a seductress in the psychological thriller Match Point[image: External link] (2005). Other films during this period include the mystery thriller The Prestige[image: External link] (2006) and the comedy-drama Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link] (2008). She also released two albums: Anywhere I Lay My Head[image: External link] (2008) and Break Up[image: External link] (2009), both of which charted on the Billboard 200[image: External link].

In 2010, Johansson debuted on Broadway[image: External link] in a revival of A View from the Bridge[image: External link], which won her a Tony Award for Best Featured Actress[image: External link]. Later that year, she began portraying Black Widow in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. She voiced an intelligent computer operating system in the 2013 comedy-drama Her[image: External link], and played an alien in the 2013 science fiction film Under the Skin[image: External link], and a woman with psychokinetic[image: External link] abilities in the 2014 science fiction action Lucy[image: External link]. She was the highest-grossing actress of 2016, and is also, as of May 2017, the highest-grossing actress of all time in North America in nominal dollar terms.

As a public figure, Johansson is considered a Hollywood sex symbol[image: External link]. She is a prominent celebrity brand endorser, and also supports various charities and causes. She has been married twice, to the Canadian actor Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] from 2008 to 2011 and the French businessman Romain Dauriac (with whom she has a daughter) from 2014 to 2017.
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 Early life




Scarlett Ingrid Johansson was born in the Manhattan borough[image: External link] of New York City[image: External link], New York.[1][2] Her father, Karsten Olaf Johansson, is an architect originally from Copenhagen[image: External link], Denmark, and her paternal grandfather, Ejner Johansson[image: External link], was an art historian, screenwriter and film director, whose own father was Swedish.[3][4] Johansson's mother, Melanie Sloan, a producer, comes from an Ashkenazi Jewish[image: External link] family of Polish and Belarusian descent.[5][6][7] She has an older sister, Vanessa, also an actress; an older brother, Adrian; and a twin brother, Hunter.[8] Johansson also has an older half-brother, Christian, from her father's first marriage. She holds both American and Danish citizenship.[9][10] The actress is a great-niece of Phil Schlamberg, the last known combat death of World War II, who was the wingman to Captain Jerry Yellin[image: External link].[11]

Johansson attended PS 41[image: External link], an elementary school in Greenwich Village[image: External link], Manhattan.[12] Growing up, her family did not have much money. Her parents divorced when she was 13.[13][14] Johansson was particularly close to her maternal grandmother, Dorothy Sloan, a bookkeeper and schoolteacher; they often spent time together and Johansson considered Sloan her best friend.[15] Interested in a career in the spotlight from an early age, she often put on song-and-dance routines for her family. She was particularly fond of musical theater and jazz hands[image: External link].[16][17] She took lessons in tap dance[image: External link], and states that her parents were supportive of her career choice. She describes her childhood as very ordinary.[18]

As a child, Johansson practiced acting by staring in the mirror until she made herself cry, wanting to be Judy Garland[image: External link] in Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link].[19] At age seven, she was devastated when a talent agent signed one of her brothers instead of her, but she later decided to become an actress anyway. She enrolled at the Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute[image: External link], and began auditioning for commercials, but soon lost interest: "I didn't want to promote Wonder Bread."[19] She shifted her focus to film and theater,[20] making her first stage appearance in the Off-Broadway[image: External link] play Sophistry with Ethan Hawke[image: External link],[21] in which she had two lines.[20] Around this time, she began studying at Professional Children's School[image: External link] (PCS), a private educational institution for aspiring child actors in Manhattan. At age nine, Johansson made her film debut as John Ritter[image: External link]'s daughter in the fantasy comedy North[image: External link] (1994).[20] She says that when she was on the film set, she knew intuitively what to do.[19] Johansson later played minor roles including as the daughter of Sean Connery[image: External link] and Kate Capshaw[image: External link]'s characters in the mystery thriller Just Cause[image: External link] (1995), and an art student in If Lucy Fell[image: External link] (1996).[22]
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 Acting career




See also: Scarlett Johansson on screen and stage[image: External link] and List of awards and nominations received by Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
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 Early roles (1996–2002)




Johansson's first leading role was as Amanda, the younger sister of a pregnant teenager who runs away from her foster home[image: External link] in Manny & Lo[image: External link] (1996) alongside Aleksa Palladino[image: External link] and her brother, Hunter. Her performance received positive reviews: one written for the San Francisco Chronicle noted, "[the film] grows on you, largely because of the charm of ... Scarlett Johansson,"[23] while critic Mick LaSalle[image: External link], writing for the same paper, commented on her "peaceful aura", and believed, "If she can get through puberty with that aura undisturbed, she could become an important actress."[24] Johansson earned a nomination for the Independent Spirit Award for Best Lead Female[image: External link] for the role.[25]

After appearing in minor roles in Fall[image: External link] and Home Alone 3[image: External link] (both 1997), Johansson attracted wider attention for her performance in the film The Horse Whisperer[image: External link] (1998), directed by Robert Redford[image: External link].[20][26] The drama film, based on the 1995 novel of the same name[image: External link] by Nicholas Evans[image: External link], tells the story of a talented trainer with a gift for understanding horses, who is hired to help an injured teenager played by Johansson. The actress received an "introducing" credit on this film, although it was her seventh role. On Johansson's maturity, Redford described her as "13 going on 30".[27] Todd McCarthy of Variety commented that Johansson "convincingly conveys the awkwardness of her age and the inner pain of a carefree girl suddenly laid low by horrible happenstance".[28] For the film, she was nominated for the Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Most Promising Actress[image: External link].[29] She believed that the film changed many things in her life, realizing that acting is the ability to manipulate one's emotions.[30] On finding good roles as a teenager, Johansson said it was hard for her as adults wrote the scripts and they "portray kids like mall rats and not seriously ... Kids and teenagers just aren't being portrayed with any real depth".[31]

Johansson later appeared in My Brother the Pig[image: External link] (1999) and in the neo-noir[image: External link], Coen brothers[image: External link] film The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link] (2001). Her breakthrough came playing a cynical outcast[image: External link] in Terry Zwigoff[image: External link]'s black comedy Ghost World[image: External link] (2001), an adaptation of Daniel Clowes[image: External link]' graphic novel of same name[image: External link].[32] Johansson auditioned for the film via a tape from New York, and Zwigoff believed her to be "a unique, eccentric person, and right for that part".[33] The film premiered at the 2001 Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link]; it was a box office failure, but has since developed a cult status[image: External link].[34] Johansson was credited with "sensitivity and talent [that] belie her age" by an Austin Chronicle[image: External link] critic, and won a Toronto Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for her performance.[35][36]

With David Arquette[image: External link], Johansson appeared in the horror comedy Eight Legged Freaks[image: External link] (2002), about a collection of spiders that are exposed to toxic waste, causing them to grow to gigantic proportions and begin killing and harvesting.[37] After graduating from PCS that year, she applied to New York University's Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link]; she decided to focus on her film career when she was rejected.[38]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transition to adult roles (2003–2004)




Johansson transitioned from teen to adult roles with two films in 2003: the romantic comedy-drama Lost in Translation[image: External link] and the drama Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link].[39] In the former, directed by Sofia Coppola[image: External link], she plays Charlotte, a listless and lonely young wife, opposite Bill Murray[image: External link]. Coppola had first noticed Johansson in Manny & Lo, and compared her to a young Lauren Bacall[image: External link]; Coppola based the film's story on the relationship between Humphrey Bogart[image: External link] and Bacall in The Big Sleep[image: External link] (1946).[40] Johansson found the experience of working with a female director different because of Coppola's ability to empathize with her.[41] Made on a budget of $4 million, the film earned $119 million at the box office and received positive reviews.[42][43] Roger Ebert[image: External link] was pleased with the film and described the lead performances as "wonderful",[44] and Entertainment Weekly wrote of Johansson's "embracing, restful serenity".[45] The New York Times praised Johansson, then 18, for playing an older character.[46]

In Peter Webber[image: External link]'s Girl with a Pearl Earring, which is based on the novel of same name[image: External link] by Tracy Chevalier[image: External link], Johansson played Griet, a young 17th-century servant in the household of the Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer[image: External link] (played by English actor Colin Firth[image: External link]). Webber interviewed 150 actors before casting Johansson.[48] Johansson found the character moving, but did not read the novel, as she thought it was better to approach the story with a fresh start.[49] Girl with a Pearl Earring received positive reviews and was profitable.[50] In his review for The New Yorker[image: External link], Anthony Lane[image: External link] thought that her presence kept the film "alive", writing, "She is often wordless and close to plain onscreen, but wait for the ardor with which she can summon a closeup and bloom under its gaze; this is her film, not Vermeer's, all the way."[51] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link], of Entertainment Weekly noted her "nearly silent performance", observing, "The interplay on her face of fear, ignorance, curiosity, and sex is intensely dramatic."[52] She was nominated for the BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link] and Golden Globe Awards for Best Actress[a] for both films in 2003, winning the former for Lost in Translation.[54]

In Variety's opinion, Johansson's roles in Lost in Translation and Girl with a Pearl Earring established her as among the most versatile actresses of her generation.[26] Johansson had five releases in 2004, three of which—the teen heist film The Perfect Score[image: External link], the drama A Love Song for Bobby Long[image: External link], and the drama A Good Woman[image: External link]—were critical and commercial failures.[55] Co-starring with John Travolta[image: External link], Johansson played a discontented and suspicious teenager in A Love Song for Bobby Long, which is based on the novel Off Magazine Street by Ronald Everett Capps. Variety's David Rooney wrote that Johansson's and Travolta's portrayals rescued the film.[56] Johansson earned a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Drama[image: External link] nomination for the film.[53]

In her fourth release in 2004, the live-action animated[image: External link] comedy The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie[image: External link], Johansson voiced Princess Mindy, the daughter of King Neptune[image: External link]. She took the part because of her love for cartoons and The Ren & Stimpy Show[image: External link].[57] The film was her most commercially successful work that year.[55] She followed it with In Good Company[image: External link], a comedy-drama in which she complicates the life of his father when she dates his much younger boss. Reviews of the film were generally positive, describing it as "witty and charming".[58] Roger Ebert was impressed with Johansson's portrayal, writing that she "continues to employ the gravitational pull of quiet fascination".[59]
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 Films with Woody Allen (2005–2009)




Johansson played Nola, an aspiring actress who begins an affair with a married man (Jonathan Rhys Meyers[image: External link]) in Woody Allen[image: External link]'s drama Match Point[image: External link] in 2005. After replacing Kate Winslet[image: External link] with Johansson for the role, Allen changed the character's nationality from British to American.[60] As an admirer of Allen's films, Johansson liked the idea of working with him, but felt nervous her first day on the set.[61] The New York Times was impressed with Johansson and Rhys Meyers' performances,[62] and Mick LaSalle, writing in the San Francisco Chronicle, said that Johansson "is a powerhouse from the word go", with a performance that "borders on astonishing".[63] The film, a box office success,[64] earned Johansson nominations for the Golden Globe[image: External link] and the Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[53][65] Also that year, Johansson underwent a tonsillectomy[image: External link], after which she starred with Ewan McGregor[image: External link] in Michael Bay[image: External link]'s science fiction film The Island[image: External link], in dual roles as Sarah Jordan and her clone, Jordan Two Delta. Johansson found her filming schedule exhausting: she had to shoot for 14 hours a day, and she hit her head and injured herself.[66] The film received mixed reviews and grossed $163 million against a $126 million budget.[67]

Two of Johansson's films in 2006 explored the world of stage magicians, both opposite Hugh Jackman[image: External link]. Allen cast her opposite Jackman and himself in the film Scoop[image: External link] (2006), in which she played a journalism student. The film was a modest worldwide box office success, but polarized critics.[68][69] Ebert was critical of the film, but found Johansson "lovely as always",[70] and Mick LaSalle noted the freshness she brought to her part.[71] She also appeared in Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s The Black Dahlia[image: External link], a film noir[image: External link] shot in Los Angeles and Bulgaria. Johansson later said she was a fan of De Palma and had wanted to work with him on the film, but thought that she was unsuitable for the part.[72] Anne Billson of The Daily Telegraph likewise found her miscast.[73] However, CNN[image: External link] said that she "takes to the pulpy period atmosphere as if it were oxygen".[74]

Also in 2006, Johansson starred in the short film When the Deal Goes Down to accompany Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s song "When the Deal Goes Down..." from the album Modern Times[image: External link].[75] Johansson had a supporting role of assistant and lover of Jackman's character, an aristocratic[image: External link] magician, in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s mystery thriller The Prestige[image: External link] (2006). Nolan thought Johansson possessed "ambiguity" and "a shielded quality".[76][77] She was fascinated with Nolan's directing methods and liked working with him.[78] The film was a critical and box office success,[79] recommended by the Los Angeles Times as "an adult, provocative piece of work".[80] Some critics were skeptical of her performance: Anne Billson found her miscast, and Dan Jolin in Empire magazine criticized her English accent.[73][81]

Johansson's only work in 2007 was in the critically panned comedy-drama The Nanny Diaries[image: External link] alongside Chris Evans and Laura Linney[image: External link], where she plays a college graduate working as a nanny. Reviews of her performance were mixed; Variety wrote, "[She] essays an engaging heroine",[82] and The New Yorker criticized her for looking "merely confused" while "trying to give the material a plausible emotional center".[83] In 2008, Johansson starred, with Natalie Portman[image: External link] and Eric Bana[image: External link], in The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link], which also earned mixed reviews.[84][85] Promoting the film, Johansson and Portman appeared on the cover of W[image: External link], discussing with the magazine the public's reception of them.[86] In Rolling Stone[image: External link], Pete Travers[image: External link] criticized the film for "[moving] in frustrating herks and jerks", but thought that the duo were the only positive aspect of the production.[87] Variety credited the cast as "almost flawless ... at the top of its game", citing "Johansson's quieter Mary ... as the [film's] emotional center".[88]

In her third collaboration with Woody Allen, the romantic comedy-drama Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link] (2008), which was filmed in Spain, Johansson plays one of the love interests of Javier Bardem[image: External link]'s character alongside Penélope Cruz[image: External link].[89] The film was one of Allen's most profitable and received favorable reviews.[90][91] A reviewer in Variety described Johansson as "open and malleable" compared to the other actors.[92] She also played the femme fatale[image: External link] Silken Floss in The Spirit[image: External link], based on the newspaper comic strip[image: External link] of the same name[image: External link] by Will Eisner[image: External link]. It received poor reviews from critics, who deemed it melodramatic, unoriginal, and sexist.[93] Johansson's only role in 2009 was as Anna Marks, a yoga instructor, in the ensemble comedy-drama He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link] (2009). The film was released to tepid reviews, but was a box office success.[94][95]
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 Marvel Cinematic Universe and stage roles (2010–2013)




Johansson had aspired to appear on Broadway since her childhood. She made her debut in a 2010 revival of Arthur Miller[image: External link]'s drama A View from the Bridge[image: External link].[96][97] Set in the 1950s, in an Italian-American neighborhood in New York, it tells the tragic tale of Eddie (played by Liev Schreiber[image: External link]), who has an inappropriate love for his wife's orphaned niece, Catherine (played by Johansson). After some reservations about playing a teenage character, Johansson agreed to the play when a friend convinced her to take on the part.[98] Ben Brantley[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote of Johansson's performance that she "melts into her character so thoroughly that her nimbus of celebrity disappears".[99] Variety's David Rooney was impressed with the play and Johansson in particular, describing her as the chief performer.[100] She won the 2010 Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play[image: External link].[101] Some critics and Broadway actors criticized the award committee's decision to reward the work of mainstream Hollywood actors, including Johansson. In response, she said that she understood the frustration, but had worked hard for her accomplishments.[102]

Johansson played Black Widow in Jon Favreau[image: External link]'s Iron Man 2 (2010),[103] a part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU).[104] Before she secured the role, she dyed her hair red to convince Favreau that she was right for the part, and undertook stunt and strength training[image: External link] to prepare for the role.[105] Johannsson said the character resonated with her, and she admired the superhero's human traits.[106] The film earned $623.9 million against its $200 million budget, and received generally positive reviews from critics, but she was mostly criticized for her performance.[107][108] Tim Robey of The Daily Telegraph and Matt Goldberg thought that she had little to do but look attractive.[109][110] In 2011, Johansson played the role of Kelly, a zookeeper in the family film We Bought a Zoo[image: External link] alongside Matt Damon[image: External link]. The film got mainly favorable reviews, and Anne Billson praised Johansson for bringing depth to a rather uninteresting character.[111][73] Johansson earned a Teen Choice Award[image: External link] for Choice Movie Actress: Drama nomination for her performance.[112]

Johansson learned some Russian from a former teacher on the phone for her role of Black Widow in The Avengers[image: External link] (2012),[113] another entry from the MCU.[104] The film received mainly positive reviews and broke many box office records, becoming the third highest-grossing film both in the United States and worldwide.[114][115] For her performance, she was nominated for two Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] and three People's Choice Awards[image: External link].[b] Later that year, Johansson portrayed the actress Janet Leigh[image: External link] in Sacha Gervasi[image: External link]'s Hitchcock[image: External link], a behind-the-scenes drama about the making of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s 1960 film Psycho[image: External link].[118] Roger Ebert wrote that Johansson did not look much like Leigh, but conveyed her spunk, intelligence, and sense of humor.[119]

In January 2013, Johansson starred in a Broadway revival of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link], directed by Rob Ashford[image: External link]. Set in the Mississippi Delta[image: External link], it examines the relationships within the family of Big Daddy (played by Ciarán Hinds[image: External link]), primarily between his son Brick (played by Benjamin Walker[image: External link]) and Maggie (played by Johansson).[120] Her performance received mixed reviews.[121] Entertainment Weekly's Thom Geier wrote, "Scarlett Johansson brings a fierce fighting spirit" to her part,[122] but Joe Dziemianowicz from Daily News[image: External link] called her performance "alarmingly one-note".[123] The 2013 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] hosted the premiere of Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]'s directorial debut, Don Jon[image: External link].[124] In this romantic comedy-drama, she plays a woman perplexed by the pornography-addicted[image: External link] title character. Gordon-Levitt wrote the role for Johansson, who had previously admired his acting work.[125] The film received positive reviews and Johansson's performance was highlighted by critics.[126] Claudia Puig of USA Today considered it one of her best performances.[127]

In 2013, Johansson voiced the character Samantha, an intelligent computer operating system, in Spike Jonze[image: External link]'s film Her[image: External link], replacing Samantha Morton[image: External link] in the role.[128] The film premiered at the 8th Rome International Film Festival[image: External link], where Johansson won Best Actress; she was also nominated for the Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[129][130] Johansson was intimidated by the role's complexity, and considered her recording sessions for the role challenging but liberating.[131] Peter Travers believed Johansson's voice in the film was "sweet, sexy, caring, manipulative, scary [and] award-worthy".[132] Time magazine's[image: External link] Richard Corliss[image: External link] called her performance "seductive and winning",[133] and Her was rated as one of the best films of 2013.[134] Johansson was cast in the role of an alien who preys on men in Scotland in Jonathan Glazer[image: External link]'s science fiction movie Under the Skin[image: External link] (2013). The film, an adaptation of Michel Faber[image: External link]'s novel of the same name[image: External link], took nine years to complete.[135] For the role, she learned to drive a van and speak with an English accent.[136] Johansson improvised conversations with non-professional actors on the street, who did not know they were being filmed.[137] It was released to generally positive reviews, with particular praise for Johansson.[135][138] Erin Whitney, writing for HuffPost, considered it her best performance to date, and noted that it was her first fully nude[image: External link] role.[139] It earned Johansson a BIFA Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a British Independent Film[image: External link] nomination.[140]
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 Recent work (2014–present)




Continuing her work in the MCU, Johansson reprised her role as Black Widow in Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014). In the film, she joins forces with the title character (Chris Evans) and Falcon (Anthony Mackie) to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D., while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier. Johansson and Evans wrote their own dialogue for several scenes they had together.[141] Johansson was attracted to her character's way of doing her job, employing her feminine wiles and not her physical appeal.[142] The film was a critical and commercial success, grossing over $714 million worldwide.[143] Critic Odie Henderson saw "a genuine emotional shorthand at work, especially from Johansson, who is excellent here".[144] The role earned her a Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actress nomination.[145]

Johansson played a supporting role in the film Chef[image: External link] (2014), alongside Robert Downey, Jr., Sofía Vergara[image: External link], and director Jon Favreau. It grossed over $45 million at the box office and was well received by critics. The Chicago Sun-Times writer Richard Roeper found the film "funny, quirky and insightful, with a bounty of interesting supporting characters".[146] In Luc Besson[image: External link]'s science fiction action film Lucy[image: External link] (2014), Johansson starred as the title character, who gains psychokinetic[image: External link] abilities when a nootropic[image: External link] drug is absorbed into her bloodstream.[147] Besson discussed the role with several actresses, and cast Johansson based on her strong reaction to the script and her discipline.[148] Critics generally praised the film's themes, visuals, and Johansson's performance; some found the plot nonsensical.[149] IGN's Jim Vejvoda attributed the film's success to her acting and Besson's style.[150] The film grossed $458 million against a budget of $40 million to become the 18th highest-grossing film of 2014[image: External link].[151]

In 2015 and 2016, Johansson again played Black Widow in the MCU films Avengers: Age of Ultron and Captain America: Civil War. During filming of the former, a mixture of close-ups, concealing costumes, stunt doubles and visual effects were used to hide her pregnancy.[152] Both films earned more than $1.4 billion, ranking among the highest-grossing films of all time[image: External link].[153] For Captain America: Civil War, Johansson earned her second nomination for Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actress in an Action Movie and her fourth for Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actress.[154][155] Earlier in 2016, Johansson had featured in the Coen brothers[image: External link]' well-received comedy film Hail, Caesar![image: External link] about a " fixer[image: External link]" working in the classical Hollywood cinema[image: External link], trying to discover what happened to a cast member who vanished during the filming of a biblical epic[image: External link]; Johansson plays an actress who becomes pregnant while her film is in production.[156] She also voiced the character Kaa[image: External link] in Disney's live-action remake of The Jungle Book[image: External link], and Ash in the animated musical comedy film Sing[image: External link] (both 2016).[157]

Johansson played Motoko Kusanagi[image: External link] in Rupert Sanders[image: External link]'s 2017 film adaptation[image: External link] of the Ghost in the Shell[image: External link] franchise. The film was praised for its visual style, acting, and cinematography, but was controversial for whitewashing[image: External link] the cast, particularly Johansson's character, a cyborg[image: External link] who was meant to hold the memories of a Japanese woman.[158][159] Responding to the criticism, she said she would never play a person of another race, but wanted to take the rare opportunity to star in a franchise with a female protagonist.[160] The film grossed $169.8 million worldwide against a production budget of $110 million.[161] In March 2017, Johansson hosted Saturday Night Live[image: External link] for the fifth time, making her the 17th person, and the fourth woman,[c] to enter the NBC[image: External link] sketch comedy's prestigious Five-Timers Club[image: External link].[162] Johansson's next 2017 film was black comedy Rough Night[image: External link], where she played Jess Thayer, one of the five friends—alongside Kate McKinnon[image: External link], Jillian Bell[image: External link], Ilana Glazer[image: External link], and Zoë Kravitz[image: External link]—whose bachelorette party goes wrong after a male stripper dies. The film had a mixed critical reception and moderate box office returns.[163] The following year, Johansson voiced a show dog[image: External link] named Nutmeg in Wes Anderson[image: External link]'s stop-motion animated film Isle of Dogs[image: External link].[164]
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 Upcoming projects




In October 2014, it was announced that Johansson will star in, and executive produce, the upcoming eight-episode period series The Custom of the Country, based on Edith Wharton[image: External link]'s 1913 novel of the same name[image: External link]. She is set to play Undine Spragg, a young woman from the Midwest who tries to climb her way up the New York City social ladder.[165] Johansson will continue playing Black Widow in Avengers: Infinity War scheduled for release in May 2018, and the untitled sequel scheduled for May 2019.[166][167] Johansson will star alongside Adam Driver[image: External link] in Noah Baumbach[image: External link]'s currently untitled film[image: External link], scheduled to be released in November 2018.[168]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music career




See also: Scarlett Johansson discography[image: External link]


In 2006, Johansson sang the track " Summertime[image: External link]" for Unexpected Dreams – Songs From the Stars[image: External link], a non-profit collection of songs recorded by Hollywood actors. She performed with the Jesus and Mary Chain[image: External link] for a Coachella[image: External link] reunion show in Indio, California[image: External link], in April 2007.[169] The following year, Johansson appeared as the leading lady in Justin Timberlake[image: External link]'s music video, for "What Goes Around... Comes Around[image: External link]", which was nominated for an MTV Video Music Award for Video of the Year[image: External link].[170]

In May 2008, Johansson released her debut album Anywhere I Lay My Head[image: External link], which consists of one original song and ten cover versions of Tom Waits[image: External link] songs, and features David Bowie[image: External link] and members from the Yeah Yeah Yeahs[image: External link] and Celebration[image: External link].[171] Reviews of the album were mixed.[172] Spin[image: External link] was not particularly impressed with Johansson's singing.[173] Some critics found it to be "surprisingly alluring",[174] "a bravely eccentric selection",[171] and "a brilliant album" with "ghostly magic".[175] NME[image: External link] named the album the "23rd best album of 2008", and it peaked at number 126 on the Billboard 200[image: External link].[176][177] Johansson started listening to Waits when she was 11 or 12 years old,[178] and said of him, "His melodies are so beautiful, his voice is so distinct and I had my own way of doing Tom Waits songs."[179]

In September 2009, Johansson and singer-songwriter Pete Yorn[image: External link] released a collaborative album, Break Up[image: External link], inspired by Serge Gainsbourg[image: External link]'s duets with Brigitte Bardot[image: External link].[180] The album reached number 41 in the US.[181] In 2010, Steel Train[image: External link] released Terrible Thrills Vol. 1, which includes their favorite female artists singing songs from their self-titled album[image: External link]. Johansson is the first artist on the album, singing "Bullet".[182] Johansson sang "One Whole Hour" for the 2011 soundtrack of the documentary film Wretches & Jabberers[image: External link] (2010).[183] and in 2012 sang on a J. Ralph track entitled "Before My Time" for the end credits of the climate documentary Chasing Ice[image: External link] (2012)[184]

In February 2015, Johansson formed a band called the Singles with Este Haim from HAIM[image: External link], Holly Miranda, Kendra Morris, and Julia Haltigan. The group's first single was called "Candy".[185] Johansson was issued a cease and desist order from the lead singer of the Los Angeles-based rock band the Singles, demanding she stop using their name.[186] In 2016, she performed "Trust in Me[image: External link]" for The Jungle Book soundtrack[image: External link][187] and "The Promise & The Prize," "Universal Fanfare", "Set It All Free" and "I Don't Wanna" for Sing: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link].[188]
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 Personal life




Johansson is Jewish and celebrates both Christmas[image: External link] and Hanukkah[image: External link].[189] She has stated that she dislikes it when celebrities thank God or Jesus in their award acceptance speeches.[190] While attending PCS, Johansson dated classmate Jack Antonoff[image: External link] from 2001 to 2002.[191] She dated her Black Dahlia co-star Josh Hartnett[image: External link] for about two years until the end of 2006; Hartnett said they split because their busy schedules kept them apart.[192] Johansson began a relationship with Canadian actor Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] in 2007;[193] they became engaged in May 2008,[194] married in September 2008,[195] separated in December 2010, and divorced in July 2011.[196]

In November 2012, Johansson started dating Frenchman Romain Dauriac, the owner of an advertising agency;[197][198] they became engaged the following September.[199] The couple divided their time between New York City and Paris.[200] In 2014, she gave birth to their daughter, Rose Dorothy Dauriac.[201] Johansson and Dauriac married that October in Philipsburg, Montana[image: External link].[202] They separated in mid-2016,[203] and divorced in September 2017.[204]

Johansson has criticized the media for promoting an image that causes unhealthy diets and eating disorders among women.[205] In one article she wrote for HuffPost, she encouraged the reader to maintain a healthy body.[206] She appeared nude on the cover of the March 2006 issue of Vanity Fair[image: External link] alongside actress Keira Knightley[image: External link] and fully clothed fashion designer Tom Ford[image: External link].[207] This caused some controversy as it was believed the photo demonstrated that women are forced to flaunt their sexuality more often than men.[208] In September 2011, nude photographs of Johansson hacked from her cell phone were published online. Following an FBI[image: External link] investigation, the hacker was arrested, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to 10 years in prison. Johansson said the photos had been sent to her then-husband, Reynolds, three years before the incident.[209] In 2014, Johansson won a lawsuit against French publisher JC Lattès[image: External link] for defamatory statements about her relationships in the novel The First Thing We Look At by Grégoire Delacourt[image: External link]. Johansson was awarded $3,400; she had claimed $68,000.[210]
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 Public image




Johansson has been called "ScarJo" by the media and fans, but dislikes the nickname,[211][212] finding it lazy, flippant and insulting.[212] She is described as a sex symbol[image: External link] by the media, which considers her lips, green eyes, and voice among her trademarks.[213][214] The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] describes Johansson as "the embodiment of male fantasy".[17] During the filming of Match Point[image: External link], director Woody Allen commented on her attractiveness.[215] In 2014, New Yorker film critic Anthony Lane wrote that "she is evidently, and profitably, aware of her sultriness, and of how much, down to the last inch, it contributes to the contours of her reputation."[216] Johansson said that she disliked being sexualized, and that a preoccupation with a person's attractiveness does not last.[217] She lost the lead role in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link] (2011) as its director David Fincher[image: External link] thought she was "too sexy" for the part.[218]

Johansson ranks highly in several beauty listings. Maxim[image: External link] included her in their Hot 100 from 2006 to 2014.[219] She has been named "Sexiest Woman Alive" twice by Esquire[image: External link] (2006 and 2013),[220] and has been included in similar listings by Playboy[image: External link] (2007),[221] Men's Health[image: External link] (2011),[222] and FHM[image: External link] (since 2005).[223] She was named GQ[image: External link]'s Babe of the Year in 2010.[224] Madame Tussauds New York[image: External link] museum installed a wax sculpture of her in 2015.[225]

Johansson was invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in June 2004.[226] In 2006, Johansson appeared on Forbes' Celebrity 100[image: External link], and again in 2014 and 2015.[227] Johansson received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] in May 2012.[228] In 2014, 2015, and 2016, she was one of the highest-paid actresses, with annual earnings of $17 million, $35.5  million, and $25 million, respectively.[229][230] She was the highest-grossing actor of 2016, with a total of $1.2 billion.[231] As a result, IndieWire praised her for taking on risky roles.[232] As of May 2017, Johansson is the highest-grossing actress of all time in North America, with her films making over $3.6 billion.[233]

Johansson has appeared in advertising campaigns for Calvin Klein[image: External link], Dolce & Gabbana[image: External link], L'Oréal[image: External link], and Louis Vuitton[image: External link],[234] and has represented the Spanish brand Mango[image: External link] since 2009.[235] Johansson was the first Hollywood celebrity to represent a champagne producer, appearing in advertisements for Moët & Chandon[image: External link].[236] In January 2014, the Israeli company SodaStream[image: External link], which makes home-carbonation products, hired Johansson as its first global brand ambassador, a relationship that commenced with a television commercial during Super Bowl XLVIII on February 2, 2014.[237] This proved controversial, as SodaStream[image: External link] is based in Israeli-occupied territory in the West Bank[image: External link].[238]
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 Other ventures
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 Philanthropy




Johansson has supported various charitable organizations, including Aid Still Required[image: External link], Cancer Research UK[image: External link], Stand Up To Cancer[image: External link], Too Many Women (which works against breast cancer), and USA Harvest[image: External link], which provides food for people in need.[239] In 2005, Johansson became a global ambassador for the aid and development agency Oxfam[image: External link].[240] In 2007, Johansson took part in the anti- poverty[image: External link] campaign ONE[image: External link], which was organized by U2[image: External link]'s lead singer Bono[image: External link].[17] In March 2008, a UK-based bidder paid £[image: External link]20,000 on an eBay[image: External link] auction to benefit Oxfam, winning a hair and makeup treatment, a pair of tickets, and a chauffeured trip to accompany Johansson on a 20-minute date to the world premiere of He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link].[241]

In January 2014, Johansson resigned from her Oxfam position after criticism of her promotion of SodaStream, whose main factory was based in Mishor Adumim[image: External link], an Israeli settlement[image: External link] in the West Bank[image: External link]; Oxfam opposes all trade with such Israeli settlements.[238][242] Oxfam stated that it was thankful for her contributions in raising funds to fight poverty.[243][244] Together with her Avengers costars, Johansson raised $500,000 for the victims of Hurricane Maria[image: External link].[245] In 2018, she collaborated with 300 women in Hollywood to set up the Time's Up[image: External link] initiative to protect women from harassment and discrimination.[246]
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 Politics




Johansson was registered as an independent[image: External link], at least through 2008,[247] and campaigned for Democratic candidate[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] in the 2004 United States presidential election[image: External link].[17] When George W. Bush[image: External link] was reelected in 2004, she said she was disappointed.[248]

In January 2008, Johansson's campaign for Democratic candidate Barack Obama[image: External link] included appearances in Iowa[image: External link] targeted at younger voters,[249] an appearance at Cornell College[image: External link],[250] and a speaking engagement at Carleton College[image: External link] in Northfield, Minnesota[image: External link], on Super Tuesday, 2008[image: External link].[251] Johansson appeared in the music video for rapper will.i.am[image: External link]'s song, "Yes We Can[image: External link]" (2008), directed by Jesse Dylan[image: External link]; the song was inspired by Obama's speech after the 2008 New Hampshire primary[image: External link].[252] In February 2012, Johansson and Anna Wintour[image: External link] hosted a fashion launch of pro-Obama clothing, bags, and accessories, whose proceeds went to the President's re-election campaign.[253] She addressed voters at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in September 2012, calling for Obama's reelection and for more engagement from young voters.[254] She encouraged women to vote for Obama and condemned Mitt Romney[image: External link] for his opposition to Planned Parenthood[image: External link].[255]

Johansson publicly endorsed and supported Manhattan Borough President[image: External link] Scott Stringer[image: External link]'s 2013 run for New York City Comptroller by hosting a series of fundraisers.[256] To encourage people to vote in the US election of 2016[image: External link], Johansson appeared in a commercial alongside her Marvel Cinematic Universe co-star Robert Downey, Jr., and Joss Whedon[image: External link].[257] In 2017, she spoke at the Women's March on Washington[image: External link], addressing Donald Trump's presidency[image: External link] and stating that she would support him if he works for women's rights and stops withdrawing federal funding for Planned Parenthood.[258]
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 Footnotes







	
^ Johansson was nominated for Best Actress in a Motion Picture Comedy or Musical for Lost in Translation and Best Actress in a Drama for Girl with a Pearl Earring.[53]


	
^ She was nominated for Teen Choice Awards for Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy and Choice Summer Movie Star: Female, and People's Choice Awards for Favorite Movie Actress, Favorite On-Screen Chemistry (shared with Jeremy Renner) and Favorite Face of Heroism.[116][117]


	
^ After Candice Bergen, Drew Barrymore, and former cast member Tina Fey[162]
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Sebastian Stan






Sebastian Stan (born August 13, 1982) is a Romanian American[image: External link][1] actor. On television, he has played Carter Baizen in Gossip Girl[image: External link], Prince Jack Benjamin in Kings[image: External link], Jefferson[image: External link] in Once Upon a Time[image: External link], and T.J. Hammond in Political Animals[image: External link]. The latter earned him a nomination for the Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Movie/Miniseries[image: External link].

Stan gained wide recognition for his role as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, beginning with 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger. In 2015, he co-starred in Jonathan Demme[image: External link]'s comedy-drama Ricki and the Flash[image: External link] and Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s science fiction film The Martian[image: External link]. Two years later, he portrayed Jeff Gillooly[image: External link] in the biopic I, Tonya[image: External link].
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 Early life




Stan was born in Constanța[image: External link], Romania[image: External link]. He has stated that his parents divorced when he was two years old. At the age of eight, Stan and his mother, Georgeta Orlovschi, moved to Vienna, Austria[image: External link] following the Romanian Revolution[image: External link],[2] where Georgeta was employed as a pianist. Four years later, they moved to Rockland County, New York[image: External link], after his mother married Anthony Fruhauf, the headmaster of Rockland Country Day School[image: External link], where Stan was educated.[3]

During Stan's years at the Rockland school, he starred in productions including Harvey[image: External link], Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link], Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link], Over Here![image: External link], and West Side Story[image: External link]. He also attended the Stagedoor Manor[image: External link] summer camp where he was cast in many camp productions. It was then that he decided to take acting seriously and began to apply for acting programs at several universities. He was accepted to and attended Rutgers University[image: External link]'s Mason Gross School of the Arts[image: External link], which also gave him the opportunity to spend a year abroad studying acting at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre[image: External link] in London, England. Stan became a United States citizen in 2002.[1]
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 Career




After several film and television roles, including The Covenant[image: External link] and Gossip Girl[image: External link], Stan landed a lead role in the 2009 series Kings[image: External link] as Jack Benjamin. In 2010, he appeared in Darren Aronofsky[image: External link]'s ballet thriller, Black Swan[image: External link].[4] Stan also began filming the supernatural horror film The Apparition[image: External link] in February that year;[5] the film was released on August 24, 2012. Stan played Blaine, the main antagonist of Hot Tub Time Machine[image: External link] in March 2010. In July 2011, he portrayed Bucky Barnes in the film Captain America: The First Avenger, based on the Marvel Comics character. Although it was his first film in the franchise, it was not part of his nine-picture contract he has with Marvel Studios.[6]

In 2012, he starred in the thriller Gone[image: External link] and began a recurring role in Once Upon a Time[image: External link] as the Mad Hatter[image: External link]. The A.V. Club[image: External link] described his work in "Hat Trick[image: External link]", his premiere episode, as "excellent" and placed the episode in their list of the 30 best episodes of 2012 from series which did not make their top list.[7] It was initially reported the role would be recast for Once Upon a Time in Wonderland[image: External link] due to Stan's commitment to the Marvel Cinematic Universe,[8] but Edward Kitsis[image: External link] later revealed the next month that due to fan backlash and respect for Stan's performance, the character would not be recast and the series would proceed without the character.[9]

The same year, he also appeared in the USA Network[image: External link] miniseries Political Animals[image: External link] as the troubled gay son of the former First Lady,[10] for which he was nominated for the Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Movie/Miniseries[image: External link]. In 2013, Stan played Hal Carter in the Roundabout Theater Company[image: External link]'s production of William Inge[image: External link]'s Picnic[image: External link], at the American Airlines Theater[image: External link] in New York.[11] In 2014, Stan reprised his role as Bucky Barnes in the first film of his nine-movie contract, Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[12] In 2015, he played Joshua Brummel in Ricki and the Flash[image: External link], and co-starred in The Martian[image: External link] as NASA scientist Dr. Chris Beck.[13] Stan then reprised his role as the Winter Soldier in the third Captain America film, Captain America: Civil War (2016).

In 2017, Stan co-starred as a NASCAR driver, Dayton White, in Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]'s comedy Logan Lucky[image: External link],[14] portrayed Jeff Gillooly[image: External link], alongside Margot Robbie[image: External link] as Tonya Harding[image: External link], in Craig Gillespie[image: External link]'s biopic I, Tonya[image: External link] (2017), based on the figure skating rivalry between Harding and Nancy Kerrigan[image: External link],[15] and also starred alongside J. K. Simmons[image: External link] in the drama I'm Not Here.[16]

Stan is set to reprise his Winter Soldier role in Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).[17] He will portray Charles Blackwood in We Have Always Lived in the Castle[image: External link], an adaptation of Shirley Jackson[image: External link]'s novel of the same name,[18] and stars as Scott Huffman in the Vietnam War[image: External link] drama film The Last Full Measure.[19] Stan has also been cast in the thriller film Destroyer, opposite Nicole Kidman[image: External link].[20]
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In early 2008, Stan and Gossip Girl[image: External link] star Leighton Meester[image: External link] were reported to be in a relationship.[21] Meester and Stan were reported to have broken up in 2010.[22] In summer 2012, Stan and Once Upon a Time[image: External link] star Jennifer Morrison[image: External link] met on the Once Upon A Time set and dated for a year, breaking up in mid-2013.[23] In 2009, Stan and Margarita Levieva[image: External link] co-starred in the film Spread[image: External link], and in 2014, they were reported to be dating.[24]
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Anthony Mackie






Anthony Dwane Mackie (born September 23, 1978)[1][2][3] is an American actor. He has been featured in feature films, television series, and Broadway[image: External link] and Off-Broadway[image: External link] plays, including Ma Rainey's Black Bottom[image: External link], Drowning Crow, McReele, A Soldier's Play[image: External link], and Carl Hancock Rux[image: External link]'s Talk[image: External link], for which he won an Obie Award[image: External link] in 2002.

In 2002, he was featured in Eminem[image: External link]'s debut film, 8 Mile[image: External link]. He was nominated for Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] for Best Actor for his role in Brother to Brother.[4] His second nomination was for Best Supporting Actor at the 2009 Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] for his role in The Hurt Locker[image: External link]. In 2014, he joined the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Sam Wilson / Falcon, making his first appearance in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and reprising the role in Avengers: Age of Ultron, Ant-Man, Captain America: Civil War and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).

In May 2016, he co-starred in the HBO[image: External link] TV film All the Way[image: External link] as Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], opposite Bryan Cranston[image: External link], who was reprising his Tony Award[image: External link]-winning performance as President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] from the play of the same name[image: External link].
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Mackie was born in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link],[5] the son of Martha (née Gordon) and Willie Mackie Sr., a carpenter who owned a roofing business, Mackie Roofing.[6][7][8] He attended Warren Easton Sr. High School and the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts[image: External link] (NOCCA) and graduated from the high school drama program at the North Carolina School of the Arts[image: External link] (NCSA) in 1997.[9] He later graduated from the Juilliard School[image: External link]'s Drama Division as a member of Group 30 (1997–2001), which also included actors Tracie Thoms[image: External link] and Lee Pace[image: External link].[10][11]
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In 2002, Mackie worked as an understudy to Don Cheadle in Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link]' play Topdog/Underdog[image: External link] and won an OBIE Award[image: External link] for his role in Carl Hancock Rux[image: External link]'s play Talk[image: External link]. His first starring role in a feature film was in the 2003 independent film Brother to Brother[image: External link], where he played Perry, a young African-American artist who struggles to adjust to the world as a black homosexual. He appeared in the 2002 film 8 Mile[image: External link], as Papa Doc, Eminem[image: External link]'s nemesis. Mackie would later go on to star as a man who struggles to adjust to the world he's created after becoming a corporate whistleblower and later starting a business impregnating lesbians for a fee in Spike Lee[image: External link]'s 2004 film She Hate Me[image: External link].

Mackie appeared in 2004 Academy Award winner, Million Dollar Baby[image: External link], and five years later appeared in another Academy Award winning film, The Hurt Locker[image: External link] (2009).

In 2006, Mackie starred in Half Nelson[image: External link] alongside Ryan Gosling[image: External link] and Shareeka Epps[image: External link] as well as We Are Marshall[image: External link].

In March 2008, Mackie starred in three plays by playwright August Wilson[image: External link] at the John F. Kennedy Center[image: External link] for the Performing Arts in Washington DC: Ma Rainey's Black Bottom[image: External link], Fences[image: External link], and Jitney[image: External link] – all part of "August Wilson's 20th Century", a month-long presentation of ten staged readings of Wilson's "Century Cycle".

Mackie has participated several times in the "24-Hour Plays" held in New York City each fall.[12]

Mackie portrayed the rapper[image: External link] Tupac Shakur[image: External link] in the 2009 film Notorious[image: External link]. He first played Shakur on Off-Off Broadway[image: External link] (while still at Juilliard) in 2001 in the play Up Against the Wind, which also featured his classmate Thoms. Other films in the works include biopics of Olympian Jesse Owens[image: External link], Antebellum[image: External link] slave[image: External link] revolt leader Nat Turner[image: External link], and cornetist and jazz[image: External link] musician Buddy Bolden[image: External link].

In the summer of 2009, he played the role of Pentheus[image: External link] in the New York City Public Theater[image: External link]'s Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link] production of The Bacchae[image: External link].[13]

He starred with Christopher Walken[image: External link] in A Behanding in Spokane[image: External link] on Broadway, which opened February 15, 2010. Mackie also narrated The Best That Never Was, director Jonathan Hock's documentary for the ESPN[image: External link] 30 for 30[image: External link] series about the Philadelphia, MS[image: External link] native and football star Marcus Dupree[image: External link]. He appeared in the 2011 Matt Damon[image: External link] film The Adjustment Bureau[image: External link] where he plays Harry Mitchell, a sympathetic member of a shadowy supernatural group that controls human destiny. Mackie co-starred, as the Falcon, in the Marvel Studios sequel[image: External link] Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014).[14][15] He reprised the role in 2015's Avengers: Age of Ultron[16] and Ant-Man, and again in 2016's Captain America: Civil War.[17] On June 30, 2015, Anthony Mackie was cast as Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] in the HBO TV drama All the Way[image: External link].[18] Mackie appears opposite Bryan Cranston[image: External link] (six-time Emmy Award[image: External link]-winner for Breaking Bad[image: External link], and 2015 Best Actor Academy Award[image: External link]-nominee for Trumbo[image: External link]). Cranston repeats his Tony Award[image: External link]-winning role as Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] from the play of the same name[image: External link] in this telefilm, which debuted on HBO on May 21, 2016.
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Mackie opened a bar called NoBar in Bed-Stuy[image: External link], Brooklyn[image: External link] in the summer of 2011.[19] He had plans to open a second NoBar in Williamsburg, Brooklyn[image: External link] in 2013,[20] but closed all NoBar locations in 2015.[21]

His brother, Calvin Mackie[image: External link], PhD was formerly an Associate Professor of Engineering at Tulane University[image: External link].[22]

Mackie married his long-time girlfriend, Sheletta Chapital in 2015.[21] They have three children.[23]
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Don Cheadle






Donald Frank Cheadle Jr. (/'tSi:del /[image: External link]; born November 29, 1964)[1] is an American actor, writer, producer, and director. He had an early role in Hamburger Hill[image: External link] (1987), before building his career in the 1990s with performances in Devil in a Blue Dress[image: External link] (1995), Rosewood[image: External link] (1997) and Boogie Nights[image: External link] (1997). He started a collaboration with director Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] that resulted in the films Out of Sight[image: External link] (1998), Traffic[image: External link] (2000) and Ocean's Eleven[image: External link] (2001). Other films include Volcano[image: External link] (1997), The Rat Pack[image: External link] (1998), Things Behind the Sun[image: External link] (2001), Swordfish[image: External link] (2001), Crash[image: External link] (2004), Ocean's Twelve[image: External link] (2004), Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link] (2007), Reign Over Me[image: External link] (2007), Talk to Me[image: External link] (2007), Traitor[image: External link] (2008) and The Guard[image: External link] (2011). Cheadle co-wrote, directed and starred in Miles Ahead[image: External link] (2015), based on the life of jazz musician Miles Davis[image: External link]. He plays the superhero[image: External link] Colonel James 'Rhodey' Rhodes / War Machine in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and has appeared in Iron Man 2 (2010), Iron Man 3 (2013), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016) and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War (2018).

In 2004, Cheadle earned favorable critical notices for his lead role as Rwandan[image: External link] hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina[image: External link] in the genocide[image: External link] drama film Hotel Rwanda[image: External link], for which he was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. He starred as Marty Kaan on the Showtime[image: External link] sitcom House of Lies[image: External link], for which he won a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] in 2013.[2]

Cheadle has campaigned to end the genocide in Darfur[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], and co-authored, with John Prendergast[image: External link], on a book about this issue; Not On Our Watch: The Mission to End Genocide in Darfur and Beyond[image: External link]. With George Clooney[image: External link], Brad Pitt[image: External link], Matt Damon[image: External link], David Pressman[image: External link] and Jerry Weintraub[image: External link], Cheadle co-founded the Not On Our Watch Project[image: External link], an organization focusing global attention and resources to stop and prevent mass atrocities. In 2010, Cheadle was named U.N. Environment Program Goodwill Ambassador.
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 Early life




Cheadle was born in Kansas City[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link], the son of Bettye (née North), a teacher, and Donald Frank Cheadle Sr., a clinical psychologist[image: External link].[1] He has a sister, Cindy, and a brother, Colin. His family moved from city to city throughout his childhood. He attended Hartley Elementary School in Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link], from 1970 to 1974.[3] Cheadle graduated in 1982 from East High School[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], where he played saxophone in the jazz band, sang in the choirs and was active in the theatre department, performing in musicals, plays, and several mime shows all under the direction of Catherine Davis. After he graduated from East, Cheadle went on to California Institute of the Arts[image: External link], graduating with a BFA in Acting.[1][4]
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Cheadle first became eligible for his Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] (SAG) card when he appeared as a burger joint employee in the 1985 comedy Moving Violations[image: External link].[5] He then appeared in Hamburger Hill[image: External link] in 1987, and played the role of Jack in the April 1, 1988 "Jung and the Restless" episode of Night Court[image: External link]. Although his character was supposed to be 16 years old, Cheadle was 23 at the time.

Cheadle then played the role of Rocket in the 1988 movie Colors[image: External link]. In 1989, he appeared in a video for Angela Winbush[image: External link]'s No. 2 hit single "It's the Real Thing[image: External link]", performing dance moves in an orange jump suit, working at a car wash.[6] In 1990, he appeared in an episode of The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link] titled "Homeboy, Sweet Homeboy[image: External link]", playing Will Smith[image: External link]'s friend and Hilary's first love interest, Ice Tray.[7] In 1992, he played a supporting role in The Golden Girls[image: External link] spin-off The Golden Palace[image: External link]. Cheadle subsequently played district attorney[image: External link] John Littleton on three seasons of Picket Fences[image: External link].

Cheadle first received widespread notice for his portrayal of Mouse Alexander in the film Devil in a Blue Dress[image: External link], for which he won Best Supporting Actor awards from the Los Angeles Film Critics Association[image: External link] and the National Society of Film Critics[image: External link] and was nominated for similar awards from the Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] and the NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]. Following soon thereafter was his performance in the title role of the 1996 HBO[image: External link] TV movie Rebound: The Legend of Earl "The Goat" Manigault[image: External link]. He also starred in the 1997 film Volcano[image: External link], directed by Mick Jackson[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Cheadle's television credits include Emmy[image: External link]-nominated performances in the movies The Rat Pack[image: External link], A Lesson Before Dying[image: External link], Things Behind the Sun[image: External link] and in a guest appearance on ER[image: External link]. The last of these spanned four episodes during the show's ninth season, in which he portrayed Paul Nathan, a medical student struggling to cope with Parkinson's disease[image: External link]. He has made appearances in films including Rosewood[image: External link], The Family Man[image: External link], Boogie Nights[image: External link], a cameo appearance in the film Abby Singer[image: External link], Out of Sight[image: External link], Traffic[image: External link], and Ocean's Eleven[image: External link]. These last three were directed by Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]. In 2005, Cheadle was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for his portrayal of Paul Rusesabagina[image: External link] in the film Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]. He also starred in and co-produced Crash[image: External link], which won the 2005 Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]. For his performance in Crash, Cheadle was nominated for the BAFTA[image: External link] and Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] Awards for Best Supporting Actor. He played the main character in the movie Traitor[image: External link]. In March 2007, Cheadle starred with comedian Adam Sandler[image: External link] in Mike Binder's Reign Over Me[image: External link], a comedy-drama about a man who has slipped away from reality after his wife and three daughters died. After playing for 38 days, the film became a box office flop[image: External link] earning a domestic gross of only 22.2 million. Cheadle later starred in the 2009 DreamWorks Pictures film Hotel for Dogs[image: External link].[8][9]

In 2007, Cheadle and activist John Prendergast[image: External link] wrote the book Not on Our Watch[image: External link]: The Mission to End Genocide in Darfur and Beyond. Cheadle was to make his directorial debut with the adaptation of Elmore Leonard[image: External link]'s Tishomingo Blues[image: External link], but in July 2007 he stated, "'Tishomingo' is dead..."[10]

Cheadle appeared in NFL[image: External link] commercials promoting the Super Bowl[image: External link] from 2002 to 2005. He so regularly appeared for the NFL in its Super Bowl advertising that in 2006, in a drive to get fans to submit their own advertising ideas, the NFL sought his permission to reference his previous commercials to portray themselves as having no new ideas: "he quickly signed off on the idea and found it funny." Abe Sutton (along with Etan Bednarsh), one of the finalists in this NFL contest, played on this commercial by proposing an ad where an entire team of football players are Don Cheadle.[11]

Cheadle and Boondocks[image: External link] creator Aaron McGruder[image: External link] are working together to launch a comedy show on NBC.[12] The "project revolves around mismatched brothers who reunite to open a private security company."[12] Cheadle will serve as an executive producer, along with McGruder, who will write the script.[13]

In 2009, Cheadle performed in The People Speak[image: External link], a documentary feature film that uses dramatic and musical performances of the letters, diaries, and speeches of everyday Americans, based on historian Howard Zinn[image: External link]'s A People's History of the United States[image: External link].[14]

In 2010, Cheadle assumed the role of James Rhodes in the film Iron Man 2 and as well for its sequel Iron Man 3, replacing Terrence Howard[image: External link]. In 2010, Cheadle was appointed "U.N. Environment Program Goodwill Ambassador." He and Prendergast published their second book, The Enough Moment[image: External link]: Fighting to End Africa's Worst Human Rights Crimes, in 2010. He also appeared in one of Derek Waters[image: External link]' Drunk History[image: External link] videos as Frederick Douglass. Since January 8, 2012, he has starred in the Showtime TV series House of Lies[image: External link]. In 2013, he won the Golden Globe as Best Actor in a Comedy Series for his role on the show.[2]

Cheadle had a role in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron, the 2016 film Captain America: Civil War and the upcoming 2018 film Avengers: Infinity War, reprising his character Col. James Rhodes.[15]

Cheadle spent ten years writing and producing the film Miles Ahead[image: External link], based on the life of jazz musician Miles Davis[image: External link], which Cheadle also directed and starred in.[16] Locations for the movie were found in Cincinnati[image: External link].[17] The film was released in 2016.

In September 2015, Cheadle appeared (also as a red bird version of himself) in the promo ad for the Champions for Earth tournament in Angry Birds Friends[image: External link].
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At the 2007 World Series of Poker[image: External link], Cheadle and poker player Annie Duke[image: External link] organized an annual charity poker tournament, Ante Up for Africa[image: External link].[18][19]

In 2007, Cheadle was awarded the BET Humanitarian award of the year for his numerous humanitarian services he rendered for the cause of the people of Darfur and Rwanda.[20]

On December 13, 2007, Cheadle and fellow actor George Clooney[image: External link] were presented with the Summit Peace Award by the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates in Rome for their work to stop the genocide and relieve the suffering of the people of Darfur. In 2008, Cheadle's family history was profiled on the PBS[image: External link] series African American Lives 2[image: External link]. A DNA test[image: External link] revealed that Cheadle is of Cameroonian[image: External link] descent.[21]

Cheadle has two children with his longterm partner, actress and Rosewood co-star, Bridgid Coulter.

Cheadle works with the United Nations on climate change concerns. He and Harrison Ford[image: External link] worked together on a documentary event series Years of Living Dangerously[image: External link], which provides first-hand reports on those affected by, and seeking solutions to climate change.[22] He is also on the Advisory Board of Citizens Climate Lobby[image: External link].[23]
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Iron Man 2[25] video game (2010), Col. James 'Rhodey' Rhodes / War Machine

	
Lego Marvel's Avengers Col. James 'Rhodey' Rhodes / War Machine (audio archive footage)
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Topdog/Underdog[image: External link] off-Broadway performances (2001)
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Drunk History[image: External link] Volume 5, Frederick Douglass

	
Don Cheadle is Captain Planet[image: External link][26]


	Captain Planet 2

	Captain Planet 3

	Captain Planet 4




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music videos





	" Run[image: External link]", Jay-Z[image: External link], 2014

	" DNA.[image: External link]", Kendrick Lamar[image: External link], 2017

	" 1-800-273-8255[image: External link]", Logic[image: External link], 2017
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Jeremy Renner






Jeremy Lee Renner (born January 7, 1971)[1][2][3] is an American actor. He appeared largely in independent films[image: External link], such as Dahmer[image: External link] (2002) and Neo Ned[image: External link] (2005). Renner appeared in supporting roles in bigger films, such as S.W.A.T.[image: External link] (2003) and 28 Weeks Later[image: External link] (2007). Renner was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for his performance in The Hurt Locker[image: External link] (2008) and for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his much-praised performance in The Town[image: External link] (2010).

Renner played Hawkeye in the Marvel Cinematic Universe films Thor (2011), The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), and Captain America: Civil War (2016). He also appeared in films such as Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link] (2011), The Bourne Legacy[image: External link] (2012), Hansel and Gretel: Witch Hunters[image: External link] (2013), American Hustle[image: External link] (2013), Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation[image: External link] (2015) and Arrival[image: External link] (2016).
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Renner was born in Modesto, California[image: External link], to mother Valerie Cearley (née Tague) and father Lee Renner, who managed McHenry Bowl, a Modesto bowling alley, in the 1980s.[4][5][6] His parents married as teenagers and divorced when he was ten.[7][8][9] He is the oldest of seven siblings.[10] His ancestry includes German[image: External link], English[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Swedish[image: External link], Irish[image: External link] and Panamanian.[11][12]

Renner graduated from Fred C. Beyer High School[image: External link] in Modesto in 1989.[5] He attended Modesto Junior College[image: External link], where he studied computer science and criminology, before he took a drama class as an elective and decided to pursue acting.[5][13]
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Renner's made his film debut as an underachieving student in the comedy film National Lampoon's Senior Trip[image: External link].[14] Although the film was critically panned, he went on to guest star on two television shows, Deadly Games[image: External link] and Strange Luck[image: External link] and had a minor role in the television film, A Friend's Betrayal[image: External link] as the friend of Paul Hewitt (Brian Austin Green[image: External link]). Over the next few years, Renner had guest roles in Zoe, Duncan, Jack and Jane[image: External link] (1999), The Net[image: External link] (1999), The Time of Your Life[image: External link] (1999) and Angel[image: External link] (2000).[15] Renner had a small role on an episode of CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link] in 2001. Aside from acting, Renner worked as a makeup artist to make ends meet.[16]
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In 2002, Renner starred in Dahmer[image: External link] as the eponymous serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer[image: External link]. He found the role a challenge to cope with after he had finished shooting and seeing how Dahmer killed seventeen victims.[17] His performance was well received, and he gained a nomination for the Independent Spirit Award for Best Lead Male[image: External link]. He also appeared in Pink[image: External link]'s 2003 music video for her song " Trouble[image: External link]" as a Bad Boy Sheriff.[18] Renner went on to appear in S.W.A.T.[image: External link][19] as the former police partner of Colin Farrell[image: External link]'s character in 2003 and The Heart Is Deceitful Above All Things[image: External link][20] in 2004.

In 2005, Renner starred with Julia Stiles[image: External link] and Forest Whitaker[image: External link] in A Little Trip to Heaven[image: External link],[21] with roles in North Country[image: External link] and 12 and Holding[image: External link]. He next starred as a neo-Nazi skinhead who is admitted into a psychiatric hospital in Neo Ned[image: External link] with Gabrielle Union[image: External link]. The film won all of the awards it was nominated for at festivals, including the Palm Beach International Film Festival Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. Renner also had a small (though uncredited) role in skateboard film Lords of Dogtown[image: External link] as the manager of Emile Hirsch[image: External link]'s character. In 2006, he starred with Ginnifer Goodwin[image: External link] in Love Comes to the Executioner.

Renner had supporting roles in 2007 in the critically acclaimed The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link] as Wood Hite[image: External link], the cousin of outlaw Jesse James[image: External link] portrayed by Brad Pitt[image: External link], and as Sergeant Doyle in 28 Weeks Later[image: External link].[22] He starred with Minnie Driver[image: External link] in Take[image: External link] and guest starred as a patient in an episode of House[image: External link] as a reckless rock musician. Renner had a role in the pilot of The Oaks[image: External link][23] but the series was not picked up.[24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2009–present




After starring with Dallas Roberts[image: External link] in the comedy-drama Ingenious and starring in the short-lived television series The Unusuals[image: External link], Renner went on to achieve critical success for his portrayal of bomb disposal expert, Sergeant William James in the 2009 Iraq war thriller The Hurt Locker[image: External link] (directed by Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link]). The role earned him several awards in the Best Actor category and his first Academy Award nomination for Best Actor[image: External link][25] as well a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] nomination.[26]

In 2010, Renner's performance in Ben Affleck[image: External link]'s The Town[image: External link] alongside Jon Hamm[image: External link], Blake Lively[image: External link], Slaine[image: External link] and Michael Yebba[image: External link] garnered him rave reviews and his second Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].[27] He also gained his first Golden Globe nomination for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link][28] and his second Screen Actors Guild nomination.[29] The Hollywood Reporter named Renner as one of the young male actors who are "pushing – or being pushed" into taking over Hollywood as the new "A-List".[30]

In 2011, Renner had an uncredited cameo appearance as Hawkeye in Thor for familiarity with his character for The Avengers[image: External link], which was released in May 2012.[31] In the fourth installment of the Mission: Impossible[image: External link] series, Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link], he played William Brandt, the sidekick of Ethan Hunt[image: External link] (Tom Cruise[image: External link]).[32]

In 2012, Renner starred as Hawkeye in the Marvel film, The Avengers[image: External link].[33][34] The same year, he also starred in the fourth film in the Bourne franchise[image: External link], The Bourne Legacy[image: External link], which was written and directed by Tony Gilroy[image: External link].[35] Renner played a new lead character, Aaron Cross, in place of Jason Bourne[image: External link], who was played by Matt Damon[image: External link] in the first three films. Renner has expressed interest in doing a Bourne film with Damon in the future, stating that "[it] would be kick-ass. I love Matt".[36]

Renner starred in the action horror film Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters[image: External link] (released in January 2013), in which he and Gemma Arterton[image: External link] played Hansel and Gretel, respectively. The 3-D film was set 15 years after Hansel and Gretel[image: External link] killed the witch who kidnapped them.[37]

Renner was also featured in the ensemble cast of David O. Russell[image: External link]'s dramedy American Hustle[image: External link] based on the controversial FBI[image: External link] ABSCAM[image: External link] operation of the late 1970s and early 1980s. The film, which was released in December 2013, also starred Christian Bale[image: External link], Bradley Cooper[image: External link], Amy Adams[image: External link] and Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link] in principal roles. The film earned much critical acclaim, including the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link] and a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]. In October 2014, Renner starred as journalist Gary Webb[image: External link] in the Focus Features[image: External link] film Kill the Messenger[image: External link], based on Webb's book Dark Alliance[image: External link]. Renner also co-produced the film.[38] In December 2014, Crackle[image: External link] aired The Throwaways, a film for which he served as executive producer.[39]

In 2015, Renner reprised his role as Hawkeye in Avengers: Age of Ultron, the sequel to The Avengers.[40] He returned to the Mission: Impossible franchise in Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation[image: External link], released in July 2015.[41] In 2016, Renner played Hawkeye again in the summer blockbuster film Captain America: Civil War, and starred with Amy Adams in the sci-fi film Arrival[image: External link].[42] Renner is a producer of the 2016 film The Founder[image: External link] starring Michael Keaton[image: External link] as Ray Kroc[image: External link], the man who turned McDonald's[image: External link] into one of the world's largest restaurant chains.[43]

Renner is also scheduled to appear in Avengers Infinity War[44][45] and its untitled sequel.[46] This meant he was unable to reprise the role of William Brandt in Mission Impossible Fallout[image: External link] due to scheduled conflicts of Avengers Inifinty War and its untitled sequel.[47]

In spring 2016, History[image: External link] announced their new historical drama, Knightfall[image: External link], executive produced by Renner, who is expected to guest star.[48]

In 2017, while working on the film Tag[image: External link], Renner fractured his right elbow and his left wrist.[49] He also appeared in the film Wind River[image: External link] with his MCU co-star Elizabeth Olsen.[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




As well as acting, Renner is a singer-songwriter, guitarist, keyboardist, and drummer. Early in his acting career, he performed in the Sons of Ben. For the soundtrack of North Country[image: External link] he performed "I Drink Alone". In the 2006 films Love Comes to the Executioner and The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link], Renner performed the songs "American Pie" and "Good Ole Rebel". He also appeared in music videos for "Trouble" by P!nk[image: External link] and "Scenes on Sunset" by Brother Sal.
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Renner married Canadian model Sonni Pacheco on January 13, 2014.[51][52][53] Renner and Pacheco have a daughter, Ava Berlin (born March 28, 2013).[54][55] On December 30, 2014, Pacheco filed for divorce from Renner, citing irreconcilable differences.[56] They share custody of their daughter.[57]

Renner also runs a house-renovating business with his best friend and fellow actor, Kristoffer Winters.[14][58] In addition to acting, he studied Arnis[image: External link] (Filipino martial arts) and Muay Thai[image: External link] martial arts, mainly as preparation for his roles in the Mission Impossible and Avengers franchises.[4][59]

Renner is a supporter of the San Francisco 49ers[image: External link].[60] He narrated the NFL Network[image: External link] documentary series The Timeline[image: External link] episode "A Tale of Two Cities", which chronicles the history of the team's rivalry[image: External link] with the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link],[61] and the introductory video for the grand opening of Levi's Stadium[image: External link].[62]
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Chadwick Boseman






Chadwick Aaron Boseman[1] (born November 29, 1977)[2][3] is an American actor. He is known for portraying Jackie Robinson[image: External link] in 42[image: External link] (2013), James Brown[image: External link] in Get on Up[image: External link] (2014), Black Panther in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (since 2016), and Thurgood Marshall[image: External link] in Marshall[image: External link] (2017). He also had roles in the television series Lincoln Heights[image: External link] (2008) and Persons Unknown[image: External link] (2010), and the films The Express[image: External link] (2008), Draft Day[image: External link] (2014), and Message from the King[image: External link] (2016).
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 Early life




Boseman was born and raised in Anderson[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link],[2] the son of Carolyn[4] and Leroy Boseman, both African American[image: External link].[5] His mother was a nurse[image: External link] and his father worked at a textile factory, keeping an upholstery[image: External link] business as well.[6] Boseman graduated from T. L. Hanna High School[image: External link] in 1995.[7] In his junior year, he wrote his first play, Crossroads, and staged it at the school after a classmate was shot and killed.[6] He studied at Howard University[image: External link] in Washington, DC[image: External link], graduating in 2000 with a bachelor of fine arts[image: External link] in directing[image: External link].[8] One of his teachers was Phylicia Rashad[image: External link], who became a mentor[image: External link].[6] She helped raise funds so that Boseman and some classmates could attend the Oxford Mid-Summer Program of the British American Drama Academy[image: External link] in London, to which they'd been accepted.[6]

Boseman wanted to write and direct, and initially began studying acting to learn how to relate to actors.[9] After he returned to the US, he graduated from New York City's Digital Film Academy.[10] He lived in Brooklyn at the start of his career.[6] Boseman worked as the drama instructor in the Schomburg Junior Scholars Program, housed at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture[image: External link] in Harlem[image: External link], New York.[1] In 2008 he moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career.[11]
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 Career




Boseman got his first television role in 2003, in an episode of Third Watch[image: External link]. His early work included episodes of the series Law & Order[image: External link], CSI:NY[image: External link], and ER[image: External link].[1] He also continued to write plays, with his script for Deep Azure performed at the Congo Square Theatre Company in Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link]; it was nominated for a 2006 Joseph Jefferson Award[image: External link] for New Work.[12] In 2008, he played a recurring role on the television series Lincoln Heights and appeared in his first feature film, The Express[image: External link].[13] He landed a regular role in 2010 in another television series, Persons Unknown[image: External link].[13]

Boseman played his first starring role in the 2013 film 42[image: External link], in which he portrayed baseball pioneer and star Jackie Robinson[image: External link].[13] He had been directing an off-Broadway[image: External link] play in East Village[image: External link] when he auditioned for the role. [14] He had considered giving up acting and pursuing directing full-time at the time.[15] About 25 other actors had been seriously considered for the role, but director Brian Helgeland[image: External link] liked Boseman's bravery and cast him after he had auditioned twice.[16][8] In 2013, Boseman also starred in the indie film The Kill Hole, which was released in theaters a few weeks before 42.[17]

In 2014, Boseman appeared opposite Kevin Costner[image: External link] in Draft Day[image: External link], in which he played an NFL draft[image: External link] prospect.[18] Later that year, he starred as James Brown[image: External link] in Get on Up[image: External link]. In 2016, he starred as Thoth[image: External link], a deity from Egyptian mythology, in Gods of Egypt[image: External link].[19]

He started playing the Marvel Comics character T'Challa / Black Panther in 2016, with Captain America: Civil War being his first film in a five-picture deal with Marvel[image: External link].[20][21] He headlined Black Panther in 2018,[22] the story of Wakanda, which opened to great anticipation. He will reprise the role in Avengers: Infinity War, scheduled for later in the year.[23]
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Boseman was raised a Christian[image: External link]. He was baptized[image: External link], and was part of a church choir[image: External link] and youth group. His former pastor said that he still keeps his faith.[24] Boseman has stated that he prayed to be the Black Panther before he was cast as the character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[25]
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Paul Bettany






Paul Bettany (born 27 May 1971)[1] is an English actor. He is known for his voice role as J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] and the Vision in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, specifically the films Iron Man (2008), Iron Man 2 (2010), The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Iron Man 3 (2013), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), and Captain America: Civil War (2016). He first came to the attention of mainstream audiences when he appeared in the British film Gangster No. 1[image: External link] (2000), and director Brian Helgeland[image: External link]'s film A Knight's Tale[image: External link] (2001). He has gone on to appear in a wide variety of films, including A Beautiful Mind[image: External link] (2001), Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link] (2003), Dogville[image: External link] (2003), Wimbledon[image: External link] (2004), and the adaptation of the novel The Da Vinci Code[image: External link] (2006).

He has been nominated for various awards, including BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link] and a Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]. Bettany is married to American actress Jennifer Connelly[image: External link], with whom he has two children. His most commercially successful films have been The Avengers, which grossed over US$1.5 billion, its sequel Avengers: Age of Ultron, which grossed over $1.4 billion, Iron Man 3, which grossed over US$1.2 billion, Captain America: Civil War, which grossed over US$1.1 billion, and The Da Vinci Code, which grossed US$758 million.[2]
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 Early life




Bettany was born in Shepherd's Bush[image: External link], west London, the son of Anne (née Kettle), a stage singer, theatre teacher, and stage manager, and Thane Bettany[image: External link], a dancer, actor, and drama teacher.[3] Initially, Bettany was raised Roman Catholic[image: External link],[4][5] although his church attendance drifted after his confirmation.[6] Later he attended Methodist and Church of England congregations with his father, as the latter experimented with different Christian branches.[7] Bettany later became an atheist[image: External link].[8] While his father taught at the all-girls boarding school[image: External link] Queenswood School[image: External link] near Hatfield[image: External link], Hertfordshire[image: External link], the family lived on the campus.[9]

When Bettany was 16, his brother Matthew died at age 8 after falling onto concrete from a tennis pavilion roof at Queenswood.[10] Soon after, Bettany dropped out of school, left home, and went to live on his own as a street performer in London.[11] He lived in a small flat and earned money by playing his guitar[image: External link] in the streets as a busker[image: External link].[11] His parents later divorced.[12] After two years, he found a new job in a home for the elderly.[11] After working there for a year, Bettany enrolled at the Drama Centre in London.[11]
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 Career




In 1990 at the age of 19, Bettany began a three-year course at the Drama Centre London[image: External link] in Chalk Farm[image: External link].[13] He made his stage debut in Stephen Daldry[image: External link]'s acclaimed West End revival of An Inspector Calls[image: External link] at the Aldwych Theatre[image: External link], playing the part of Eric Birling. He also appeared in the Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link]'s productions of Richard III[image: External link], Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], and Julius Caesar[image: External link] (for which he received a Charleson Award nomination). When Bettany was 21 he appeared in a BBC production of Oliver Twist[image: External link], playing Bill Sikes[image: External link].

After appearing in the finale of Sean Bean[image: External link]'s series Sharpe[image: External link] as HRH The Prince of Orange[image: External link] at the Battle of Waterloo[image: External link], he made his film debut with a small part in Bent[image: External link], a Holocaust[image: External link] drama which also featured Clive Owen[image: External link], Jude Law[image: External link], and Ian McKellen[image: External link]. He continued doing work in stage and television: these included Joe Penhall[image: External link]'s Love and Understanding, which played at London's Bush Theatre[image: External link] and then ran in Connecticut[image: External link]. He had roles in the television productions Killer Net[image: External link] and Coming Home[image: External link], during which he met and dated Emily Mortimer[image: External link]. His last stage work was in One More Wasted Year and Stranger's House at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]. He filmed several more movies, including his first leading role in Gangster No. 1[image: External link]. The British Independent Film Awards[image: External link] nominated him for Best Actor, and the London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link] nominated him for British Newcomer of the Year.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Back in Hollywood, writer/director Brian Helgeland[image: External link] (L.A. Confidential[image: External link]) was planning a new film called The Sin Eater (also known as The Order[image: External link]). He was impressed by Bettany's audition tape, though Helgeland eventually decided to film A Knight's Tale[image: External link] instead. The studio executives were not impressed, but Helgeland was determined to cast him, even writing the part of Chaucer[image: External link] for him. A Knight's Tale[image: External link] would be Bettany's first big Hollywood production. He received critical acclaim for A Knight's Tale, including winning the London Film Critics Circle Award for Best British Supporting Actor[image: External link]. After the movie wrapped, Helgeland, determined that Hollywood should recognize Bettany's talent, showed the audition tape to many of his peers, including Ron Howard[image: External link], who promptly cast Bettany in A Beautiful Mind[image: External link]. After A Beautiful Mind, Bettany was offered the role of serial killer Francis Dolarhyde[image: External link] in Red Dragon[image: External link], opposite Edward Norton[image: External link] and Anthony Hopkins[image: External link]. He turned down the role in favour of accepting a part with Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link] and Nicole Kidman[image: External link] in Lars von Trier[image: External link]'s Dogville[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bettany's next major project saw him starring again alongside Russell Crowe[image: External link] in Peter Weir[image: External link]'s Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]. His portrayal of surgeon and naturalist Stephen Maturin[image: External link] brought him a BAFTA[image: External link] nomination, and he was named British Actor of the Year (London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link]), and Best Actor (Evening Standard[image: External link]).

On 28 June 2004, Bettany and 13 other actors were included in the 2004 invitation to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. Dogville[image: External link] and The Reckoning[image: External link] were released in limited cinemas in 2004. In September of that year, Bettany made his leading-man debut in Wimbledon[image: External link], a romantic comedy with Kirsten Dunst[image: External link]. The film's cast would also introduce him to Jon Favreau[image: External link], playing his manager, a relationship that would return when Favreau cast him as the voice of J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in Iron Man. In mid-2005, Bettany filmed Firewall[image: External link] in Vancouver[image: External link], Canada, a thriller also starring Harrison Ford[image: External link] and Virginia Madsen[image: External link], which reunited him with Wimbledon director Richard Loncraine[image: External link]. He spent the autumn of 2005 filming The Da Vinci Code[image: External link], based on Dan Brown[image: External link]'s best-selling novel and starring Tom Hanks[image: External link], Audrey Tautou[image: External link] and Ian McKellen[image: External link]. In the film, he played an Opus Dei[image: External link] monk named Silas.

In 2007, Bettany went to London to star in There For Me, written by his friends Dan Fredenburgh and Doraly Rosen.[14] In 2008, he appeared in the New Line Cinema[image: External link] family fantasy Inkheart[image: External link], playing the part of a fire-eater named Dustfinger[image: External link].[15] In 2009, he appeared as Charles Darwin[image: External link] in Creation[image: External link], starring opposite wife Jennifer Connelly[image: External link]. In 2010, Bettany appeared alongside Johnny Depp[image: External link] and Angelina Jolie[image: External link] in The Tourist[image: External link] and portrayed the archangel Michael in Legion[image: External link], a movie based on God's vengeance against humanity. He starred in the films Priest[image: External link] and Margin Call[image: External link], both released in 2011.

Bettany reprised his voice role as J.A.R.V.I.S. in 2010's Iron Man 2, 2012's The Avengers[image: External link], 2013's Iron Man 3, and Disneyland[image: External link]'s Innoventions[image: External link] attraction.[16] In 2014, Bettany starred alongside Johnny Depp[image: External link] and fellow British actor Rebecca Hall[image: External link] in the feature film Transcendence[image: External link]. He was once again paired with Depp in Mortdecai[image: External link], a 2015 motion picture also starring Gwyneth Paltrow and Ewan McGregor[image: External link].[17] He played the Vision in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron,[18] and reprised his voice role as J.A.R.V.I.S. again in the same film. Bettany portrayed The Vision again in Captain America: Civil War,[19] and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War. He starred alongside Hugh Jackman[image: External link] and Jessica Chastain[image: External link] in the first to third seasons of the FX[image: External link] action thriller television series White Walls.

Bettany also stars as Ted Kaczynski[image: External link] in the Discovery Channel[image: External link] television show, Manhunt: Unabomber[image: External link]. Bettany replaced Michael K. Williams[image: External link] in Solo: A Star Wars Story[image: External link],[20] after he was removed from the final film after being unable to return to set during the film's reshoots. Bettany was cast in his place, with the character being reworked from a motion-capture alien, to a human.[21]

On 20 January 2018, it was reported that Bettany was nearing a deal to play Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] on the Netflix[image: External link] series The Crown[image: External link] succeeding Matt Smith[image: External link].[22] Days later on 25 January, it was reported by TVLine that Bettany was ultimately unable to sign on the dotted line due to scheduling conflicts.[23]
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On 1 January 2003, Bettany married American actress Jennifer Connelly[image: External link] in Scotland; they met when they starred together in A Beautiful Mind[image: External link].[24] They did not become a couple until some time after the film, as both were in other relationships during filming.[25] She was his childhood crush since he first saw her as a teenager in the film Labyrinth[image: External link].[26] The September 11 attacks[image: External link] heightened his feeling that he should act on his feelings for her, and when he reached her after trying to contact her for two days, he asked her to marry him.[27] Soon after, he moved to Brooklyn, New York[image: External link] with Connelly and her son. The couple have also had two children together, a son and a daughter.[28]
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Elizabeth Olsen






Elizabeth Chase Olsen (born February 16, 1989)[1] is an American actress. Her breakthrough came in 2011 when she starred in the independent thriller drama Martha Marcy May Marlene[image: External link], for which she was nominated for the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead[image: External link], among other awards. She subsequently starred in the films Silent House[image: External link] (2011), Liberal Arts[image: External link] (2012), Oldboy[image: External link] (2013), Godzilla[image: External link] (2014), I Saw the Light[image: External link] (2015), Ingrid Goes West[image: External link] (2017), and Wind River[image: External link] (2017). Since 2014, Olsen has portrayed superhero Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
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 Early life




Olsen was born in Sherman Oaks, California, to Jarnette "Jarnie", a personal manager, and David "Dave" Olsen, a real estate developer and mortgage banker.[1][2] She is the younger sister of twins Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen[image: External link], who became noted at an early age as TV and film stars. Olsen also has an older brother, Trent, and two younger half-siblings. In 1996, Olsen's parents divorced.[3] The Olsens have Norwegian[image: External link] ancestry on their father's side and English ancestry on their mother's side.[4]

As a child, Olsen received ballet and singing lessons.[5] She began acting at a young age, with appearances in her sisters' films. Before the age of 11, Olsen had small roles in How the West Was Fun[image: External link] and the straight-to-video series The Adventures of Mary-Kate & Ashley[image: External link].[6] Having appeared in her sisters' videos, when she was in the fourth grade, Olsen began to go on auditions for other projects. She attended Campbell Hall School[image: External link] in North Hollywood[image: External link], California, from kindergarten through grade 12.[7]

After graduation, she enrolled at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link]. In 2009, Olsen spent a semester studying in Moscow[image: External link] at the Moscow Art Theatre[image: External link] School through the MATS program at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center[image: External link].[7]
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 Career




Olsen began acting when she was four years old and co-starred in six of Mary-Kate and Ashley's productions; she also auditioned for the film Spy Kids[image: External link].[8] She almost quit acting in 2004 due to the media frenzy surrounding Mary-Kate's eating disorder.[9] Olsen's breakout role came in 2011, in the film Martha Marcy May Marlene[image: External link]. The film, along with Olsen's performance, received critical acclaim. Olsen was nominated for and won numerous critics awards for her portrayal of the titular character Martha, a girl suffering from delusions and paranoia after fleeing her life in a cult and returning to her family.[6][10][11] She next appeared in the horror film remake Silent House[image: External link], in which she played the role of Sarah. The film received mixed reviews,[citation needed[image: External link]] but Olsen's performance was praised.[11] Olsen also appeared in the music video "The Queen" by Carlotta.[12] Olsen filmed the movie Red Lights[image: External link] in mid-2011, and it was released in the U.S. on July 13, 2012.[13] She starred in Josh Radnor[image: External link]'s film Liberal Arts[image: External link], which was released on January 22, 2012.[14] She and Dakota Fanning[image: External link] starred in Very Good Girls[image: External link], a 2013 release.[15][16]

In January 2013, Olsen was nominated for the BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link].[17] She co-starred in the 2013 American remake[image: External link] of the 2003 South Korean[image: External link] film Oldboy[image: External link]; she played Marie, a young social worker who developed a relationship with the protagonist, played by Josh Brolin.[18] She played Edie Parker[image: External link], Jack Kerouac's first wife and the author of the Beat Generation[image: External link] memoir You'll Be Okay, in Kill Your Darlings[image: External link]. Also in 2013, she portrayed the leading role in In Secret[image: External link], an adaptation of Émile Zola[image: External link]'s 1867 classic[image: External link] novel Thérèse Raquin[image: External link].[19]

In 2014, Olsen starred in Legendary's[image: External link] reboot Godzilla[image: External link], opposite Bryan Cranston[image: External link] and Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link].[20][21] Olsen joined the Marvel Cinematic Universe playing the character of Scarlet Witch in Avengers: Age of Ultron, the 2015 sequel to The Avengers[image: External link].[22][23] She first appeared as the character in a mid-credits scene of the film Captain America: The Winter Soldier, alongside her Godzilla co-star Taylor-Johnson, who portrayed her brother Quicksilver.[24] She reprised the role in the 2016 film Captain America: Civil War.[25]

In September 2014, it was announced that Olsen would portray Audrey Williams[image: External link], Hank Williams[image: External link]'s wife, manager, and duet partner in the upcoming 2015 biopic film I Saw the Light[image: External link] directed by Marc Abraham[image: External link] and starring Tom Hiddleston[image: External link] as Hank Williams[image: External link].[26]

In January 2016, it was announced that Olsen would star alongside her Avengers: Age of Ultron co-star Jeremy Renner in Taylor Sheridan[image: External link]'s directorial feature film debut, Wind River[image: External link].[27] In August 2016, it was announced that she would star in Matt Spicer's Ingrid Goes West[image: External link] opposite Aubrey Plaza[image: External link].[28] Both films were released in August 2017.[29]
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Olsen attended New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] and the Atlantic Theater Company[image: External link] and graduated in March 2013 after six years of intermittent study.[30][31] Her sisters' clothing line "Elizabeth and James" was named after her and her older brother.[7]
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Paul Rudd






For other people named Paul Rudd, see Paul Rudd (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Paul Stephen Rudd (born April 6, 1969) is an American actor, comedian, writer, and producer. He studied theatre at the University of Kansas[image: External link] and the British American Drama Academy[image: External link], before making his acting debut in 1992 with NBC[image: External link]'s drama series Sisters[image: External link]. He is known for his starring roles in the film The Cider House Rules[image: External link] (1999), Halloween: The Curse of Michael Myers[image: External link] (1995), and the comedy films Clueless[image: External link] (1995), Wet Hot American Summer[image: External link] (2001), Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy[image: External link] (2004), The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link] (2005), Knocked Up[image: External link] (2007), Role Models[image: External link] (2008), I Love You, Man[image: External link] (2009), Dinner for Schmucks[image: External link] (2010), Our Idiot Brother[image: External link] (2011), Wanderlust[image: External link] (2012), This Is 40[image: External link] (2012), and Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues[image: External link] (2013), and for playing the superhero Ant-Man in Marvel Studios' Ant-Man (2015) and Captain America: Civil War (2016).

In addition to his film career, Rudd has appeared in numerous television shows, including the NBC sitcom Friends[image: External link] as Mike Hannigan[image: External link], along with guest roles on Tim and Eric Awesome Show, Great Job![image: External link] and Parks and Recreation[image: External link] (as businessman Bobby Newport[image: External link]), and hosting Saturday Night Live[image: External link]. Rudd received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] on July 1, 2015.



TOP
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 Early life




Rudd was born in Passaic, New Jersey[image: External link].[1][2] His father, Michael Rudd, was a historical tour guide and former vice-president of Trans World Airlines[image: External link] who died of cancer.[3] His mother, Gloria Irene (Granville), was a sales manager at the television station KCMO-TV[image: External link] in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link].[4][5][6] His parents were born in England; his father was from Edgware[image: External link] and his mother from Surbiton[image: External link], both in London[image: External link].[7][8] Rudd's parents were both Jewish (descended from Jewish immigrants who moved to Britain from Russia, Belarus, and Poland).[1][9] Rudd's parents were second cousins.[10] His father's family's original surname, "Rudnitsky", was changed by his grandfather to "Rudd", and his mother's family's surname was originally "Goldstein".[10][11] Rudd had a Bar Mitzvah[image: External link] service.[4][12] Growing up, he loved reading British comics[image: External link], The Beano[image: External link] and The Dandy[image: External link], which his uncle in the U.K. would send to him.[13]

When he was ten, Rudd's family moved to Lenexa, Kansas[image: External link]. His family also spent three years living in Anaheim, California[image: External link], because of his father's occupation.[14][15][16] Rudd attended Broadmoor Junior High[image: External link] and graduated from Shawnee Mission West High School[image: External link] in the class of 1987. Rudd attended the University of Kansas[image: External link], where he majored in theater[image: External link].[17] He was a member of the Sigma Nu[image: External link] fraternity's Nu Chapter there.[18] He studied at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts/West[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[17] Rudd spent three months studying Jacobean drama[image: External link] at the British American Drama Academy[image: External link] based in Oxford[image: External link], England.[19][20] While attending acting school, Rudd worked as a Bar Mitzvah disc jockey.[21]
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 1992–1999: Early career




Rudd made his acting debut in 1992 with the television drama Sisters[image: External link] where he played Kirby Quimby Philby. In 1994, he appeared in Wild Oats[image: External link] for six episodes. Rudd left Sisters in 1995 to appear in the comedy film Clueless[image: External link] with Alicia Silverstone[image: External link].[22] He also appeared in Halloween: The Curse of Michael Myers[image: External link], William Shakespeare's Romeo + Juliet[image: External link], The Locusts[image: External link], Overnight Delivery[image: External link], The Object of My Affection[image: External link], and 200 Cigarettes[image: External link].[22] He was in the 1999 film The Cider House Rules[image: External link] that earned him and the cast a SAG[image: External link] nomination for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link].
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 2000–2009: Success with leading roles




He played FBI Agent Ian Curtis in Benny Chan[image: External link]'s 2000 Hong Kong action film Gen-Y Cops[image: External link]. In 2002, he was cast on the sitcom[image: External link] Friends[image: External link] as Mike Hannigan[image: External link], who dates and then marries Phoebe Buffay[image: External link], played by Lisa Kudrow[image: External link]. In 2006, he appeared in several episodes of Reno 911![image: External link] as "Guy Gerricault" (pronounced "jericho"), the coach of a lamaze[image: External link] class, and then portrayed a drug lord[image: External link] in the Reno 911!: Miami[image: External link] film. He guest-starred as a has-been 1990s rock star, Desmond Fellows, on the television series Veronica Mars[image: External link], in the 2007 episode "Debasement Tapes[image: External link]".

The year 2004 marked the start of his work with director/producer Judd Apatow[image: External link], first on the film Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy[image: External link] as Brian Fantana with Steve Carell[image: External link], David Koechner[image: External link] and Will Ferrell[image: External link], produced by Apatow and again in 2005 in The 40-Year-Old Virgin[image: External link] with Carell and Seth Rogen[image: External link], directed by Apatow. He subsequently worked with Apatow in 2007's Knocked Up[image: External link], as frustrated husband Pete, married to Leslie Mann[image: External link]'s character.[23] In that film, he co-starred with Jason Segel[image: External link], Jonah Hill[image: External link], Seth Rogen[image: External link], and Jay Baruchel[image: External link]. Rudd appeared as John Lennon[image: External link] in the comedy film Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link] in 2007[22] and as the drug-addled surf instructor in Nicholas Stoller[image: External link]'s Forgetting Sarah Marshall[image: External link] in 2008 with Jason Segel[image: External link] and Jonah Hill[image: External link], both of which Apatow produced.[24] Rudd appeared as uncredited cameos in Year One[image: External link] (2009) and Bridesmaids[image: External link] (2011). In 2012, he starred and also co-produced with Apatow on the film Wanderlust[image: External link] with Jennifer Aniston[image: External link].[22] He starred in the comedy film This Is 40[image: External link] with Leslie Mann,[23] a spinoff from Knocked Up, which was directed and produced by Apatow. He reprised his role as Brian Fantana in the 2013 sequel Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues[image: External link].

In 2007, he starred in The Oh in Ohio[image: External link] and The Ten[image: External link], which reunited him with David Wain[image: External link] and Michael Showalter[image: External link].,[25] and then in Over Her Dead Body[image: External link] with Eva Longoria[image: External link] the next year. In his next comedy which he also wrote, Role Models[image: External link], he and co-star Seann William Scott[image: External link] portray energy-drink salesmen forced to perform community service in a child mentoring program.[26]

In 2009, Rudd again appeared with Jason Segel in I Love You Man[image: External link] where he and Segel play buddies who bond over their shared love for the rock band Rush[image: External link]. Both Rudd and Segel are themselves fans of the band.[27][28] Also in 2009, Rudd co-created the TV series Party Down[image: External link] with John Embom, Rob Thomas[image: External link] and Dan Etheridge.[22] He lent his voice to the DreamWorks[image: External link] computer-animated hit movie Monsters Vs. Aliens[image: External link].
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 2010–present: Continued success and Ant-Man




In 2010, Rudd reunited with Steve Carell[image: External link] for the first time since The 40-Year-Old Virgin for the Jay Roach[image: External link]-directed comedy Dinner for Schmucks[image: External link]. In 2012, he had a supporting role in the teen drama The Perks of Being a Wallflower[image: External link], playing Mr. Anderson, a teacher of Charlie, played by Logan Lerman[image: External link]. He starred in the 2011 comedy-drama[image: External link] film Our Idiot Brother[image: External link] with Elizabeth Banks[image: External link], Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], and Emily Mortimer[image: External link].[29] It was the fifth film that Rudd starred in with Elizabeth Banks. He had previously appeared with her in Wet Hot American Summer[image: External link] (2001), The Baxter[image: External link] (2005), The 40-Year-Old Virgin (2005) and Role Models (2008).[30]

In 2012, he signed to appear on four episodes of NBC's Parks and Recreation[image: External link] as Bobby Newport, a candidate for City Council and a rival of Amy Poehler[image: External link]'s character Leslie Knope, a role for which he won the Critics' Choice Television Award[image: External link] for Best Guest Performer in a Comedy Series.[31] In 2014, he began providing voiceovers for Hyundai television commercials. He has also voiced the audiobook[image: External link] recordings of John Hodgman[image: External link]'s books The Areas of My Expertise[image: External link] (2005) and More Information Than You Require[image: External link] (2008).[32][33]

On December 19, 2013, Rudd was officially confirmed as cast in the 2015 Marvel[image: External link] film Ant-Man. He played lead character Scott Lang/Ant-Man,[34][35][36][37][38] and also co-wrote the screenplay with Adam McKay[image: External link]. Rudd reprised his role in Captain America: Civil War (2016).[39]

Rudd reprised his role as Andy from Wet Hot American Summer[image: External link] in the Netflix[image: External link] prequel Wet Hot American Summer: First Day of Camp[image: External link], alongside an ensemble cast including Bradley Cooper[image: External link], Amy Poehler[image: External link] and Elizabeth Banks[image: External link], all reprising their roles from the 2001 film. In 2016, he appeared in the comedy-drama film The Fundamentals of Caring[image: External link], alongside Selena Gomez[image: External link], and lent his voice to the animated films The Little Prince[image: External link] and Sausage Party[image: External link].

Rudd often stars with other Apatow film regulars like Seth Rogen[image: External link] (four films), Steve Carell[image: External link] (four films), Jonah Hill[image: External link] (three films), Leslie Mann[image: External link] (three films), Kristen Wiig[image: External link] (three films), Jason Segel[image: External link] (three films), Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] (five films), and Joe Lo Truglio[image: External link] (seven films), as well as working with director David Wain[image: External link] (five films).
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 Theatre




Rudd has also appeared in Broadway[image: External link] plays, the first being The Last Night of Ballyhoo[image: External link] as Joe Farkas in 1997.[40] The next year he appeared in Twelfth Night[image: External link] with Kyra Sedgwick[image: External link] and Max Wright[image: External link] at the Lincoln Center Theatre[image: External link].[41] In 2006, he appeared in the Broadway production of Richard Greenberg's Three Days of Rain[image: External link] with Bradley Cooper[image: External link] and Julia Roberts[image: External link] at the Bernard Jacobs Theater.[42]

In 2012, Rudd appeared in the Broadway production of Craig Wright's Grace. The play was performed at the Cort Theatre. Starring alongside Rudd was Academy award nominee Michael Shannon[image: External link], Kate Arrington, and seven-time Emmy award[image: External link] winner Ed Asner[image: External link]. The play was first acclaimed at the Woolly Mammoth Theatre in Washington, D.C. In 2004. It would then go on to receive equal praise at NorthLight Theatre in Chicago and then at the Pasadena Playhouse in LA, where it received three L.A. Drama Critics Circle Awards[image: External link], including Best Play.
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 Personal life




In 2003, Rudd married Julie Yaeger.[43] They have two children: a son, Jack Sullivan (b. 2006) and a daughter, Darby (b. 2010).[44]

Rudd is a fan of MLB[image: External link]'s Kansas City Royals[image: External link] and of the NFL[image: External link]'s Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link], for whom he narrated the 2007 season of HBO[image: External link]'s Hard Knocks[image: External link].[45]

Rudd received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] on July 1, 2015. He unveiled the 2,554th star on the mile-long strip of plaques on Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link]. At the occasion Rudd said, "I remember being a kid and walking this boulevard and reading the names and thinking about what so many other millions of people thought about, which is, you know, 'Who's that?'"[46]

Rudd is a supporter of the Stuttering Association for the Young (SAY), a nonprofit organization to help young people who stutter[image: External link]. He hosted the organization's 6th Annual All-Star Bowling Benefit on January 22, 2018.[47] Rudd told Vanity Fair[image: External link] that he became an advocate for stuttering awareness after portraying a character who stutters in a play.[48]
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Main article: Paul Rudd filmography[image: External link]
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Tom Holland (actor)






For other people of the same or similar names, see Tom Holland[image: External link] and Tom Hollander[image: External link].

Thomas Stanley Holland (born 1 June 1996)[2] is an English actor and dancer. He is known for playing Spider-Man[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) films Captain America: Civil War (2016) and Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017).

Holland previously appeared on stage in the title role of Billy Elliot the Musical[image: External link] in London's West End[image: External link]. His other major films include The Impossible[image: External link] (2012), In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link] (2015), and The Lost City of Z[image: External link] (2016). Holland received the BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link] in 2017.



TOP
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 Early life and education




Holland was born in Kingston upon Thames[image: External link], London[image: External link],[3] to Nicola Elizabeth (née Frost), a photographer, and Dominic Holland[image: External link], a comedian and author.[4][5] He has three brothers.[4][6] His paternal grandparents were born on the Isle of Man[image: External link] and Tipperary[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link].[7][8]

Holland was educated at Donhead[image: External link], a Roman Catholic preparatory school in Wimbledon[image: External link] in South West London,[9] followed by Wimbledon College[image: External link], a voluntary aided[image: External link] Jesuit Roman Catholic comprehensive school (also in Wimbledon), up until December 2012. Holland has said he was bullied in school for being a dancer.[10] After Wimbledon College he attended The BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology[image: External link].[5]
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 Career
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 Theatre




Holland began dancing at a hip hop class at Nifty Feet Dance School in Wimbledon[image: External link]. His potential was spotted by choreographer Lynne Page (who was an associate to Peter Darling[image: External link], choreographer of Billy Elliot[image: External link] and Billy Elliot the Musical[image: External link]) when he performed with his dance school as part of the 2006 Richmond Dance Festival.[11]

After eight auditions and two subsequent years of training, on 28 June 2008, Holland made his West End[image: External link] debut in Billy Elliot the Musical as Michael, Billy's best friend.[12] He gave his first performance in the title role on 8 September 2008, receiving positive notices.[6][13]

In September 2008, Holland (together with co-star Tanner Pflueger) appeared on the news programme on channel FIVE[image: External link] and gave his first TV interview. The following year, he was featured on ITV1[image: External link] show The Feel Good Factor.[14] At the premiere on 31 January, Holland and two actors also playing the title role, Pflueger and Layton Williams[image: External link], performed a version of "Angry Dance" from Billy Elliot the Musical, after which Holland was interviewed by host Myleene Klass[image: External link]. He trained five British schoolboys for a dance routine he fronted for the final The Feel Good Factor show on 28 March 2009.[15]

On 8 March 2010, to mark the fifth anniversary of Billy Elliot the Musical, four current Billy Elliots, including Holland, were invited to 10 Downing Street[image: External link] to meet the Prime Minister[image: External link] Gordon Brown[image: External link].[16][17] Holland was chosen to be a lead at the fifth-anniversary show on 31 March 2010.[18] Holland had been appearing on a regular basis as Billy in Billy Elliot the Musical, rotating with three other performers,[19] until 29 May 2010, when he finished his running.
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 Television




In 2015, Holland appeared in four episodes of BBC Two[image: External link]'s TV series Wolf Hall[image: External link], as Gregory Cromwell[image: External link], son of the protagonist Thomas Cromwell[image: External link] played by Mark Rylance[image: External link].[20] He later appeared on an episode of Lip Sync Battle, in which he defeated Zendaya. Holland presented the award for Best Visual Effects at the 90th Annual Academy Awards, in which the Oscar was won by Bladerunner 2049.
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 Cinema




In 2011, Holland was cast in the British version of the animated film Arrietty[image: External link], produced by Japan’s Studio Ghibli[image: External link]. He provided a voice for the principal character Sho.[21]

Holland made his feature film debut in The Impossible[image: External link], directed by Juan Antonio Bayona[image: External link], alongside Naomi Watts[image: External link] and Ewan McGregor[image: External link]. Holland was praised so highly, that there were even rumors he was a contender for a Academy Award[image: External link] nomination.The film premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] on 9 September 2012 and was a critical and commercial success, earning $180.3 million worldwide and Holland won universal praise from critics and several awards such as the National Board of Review Award for Breakthrough Performance[image: External link] and London Film Critics Circle Award for Young British Performer of the Year[image: External link].[22][23]

Holland starred as Isaac in the drama film How I Live Now[image: External link], which was released in the U.K. on 4 October 2013, co-starring Saoirse Ronan[image: External link] and co-starred as Thomas Nickerson[image: External link] in the film In the Heart of the Sea[image: External link] (2015), directed by Ron Howard[image: External link].[24]

In 2016, he plays Bradley Baker in the film Edge of Winter[image: External link], where he co-stars with Joel Kinnaman[image: External link] and Percy Hynes White. In 2017, Holland co-starred alongside Charlie Hunnam[image: External link] in the drama film The Lost City of Z[image: External link], directed by James Gray[image: External link], and released in April, to positive critical reception.[25]

In 2017, he co-stars alongside Richard Armitage[image: External link] and Jon Bernthal[image: External link] in the film Pilgrimage[image: External link]. The film was released on 23 April 2017 in the Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link] in its "Viewpoint" sections. Holland was cast to play Samuel Insull[image: External link] in Alfonso Gomez-Rejon[image: External link]'s The Current War[image: External link], which was released on 24 November, 2017.[26]
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 Spider-Man




On 23 June 2015, it was announced that Holland was cast as a teenage Peter Parker / Spider-Man[image: External link],[27] and his "life was flipped upside down", as he later tweeted.[28] As part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, he first appeared as Spider-Man in Captain America: Civil War (2016).[29] The film was a massive critical and commercial success, grossing over $1.1 billion worldwide, making it the highest-grossing film of 2016,[30] with Holland receiving critical praise.[31][32]

In July 2017, Spider-Man: Homecoming was released, in which Holland reprised his role from Captain America: Civil War. Earning $117,027,503 in box office receipts in its first weekend,[33] Homecoming received positive reviews and Holland considerable praise, with his appearance being called "a star performance given by a born actor."[34] Holland is scheduled to reprise his role of Spider-Man in Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel, each scheduled to be released on 4 May 2018, and 3 May 2019, respectively, as well as the sequel to Homecoming, which has a release date of 5 July 2019.[35][36][37] He has a six-picture deal with Marvel Studios not including his Captain America: Civil War appearance.[38]
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 Upcoming works




Holland was cast in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Patrick Ness[image: External link]'s bestselling YA series Chaos Walking[image: External link] as Todd Hewitt, alongside with Star Wars star Daisy Ridley[image: External link], which will be directed by Doug Liman[image: External link] Holland revealed after filming that a sequel was in the works.[39] In May 2017, it was announced that he had been cast as a young Nathan Drake[image: External link] in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Naughty Dog[image: External link]'s Uncharted video game series[image: External link].[40] He is also now cast as the lead role in the film adaptation of Beneath the Scarlet Sky with Pascal Pictures.[41] He is set to star in 20th Century Fox Animation[image: External link]'s Spies in Disguise[image: External link] in 2019 alongside Will Smith[image: External link].[42] Holland was later cast in The Voyage of Doctor Dolittle, alongside Avengers co-star Robert Downey Jr[image: External link].

Holland says that his long-term career plans are to "do some more franchises," play "some meatier indie roles and eventually . . . transition to the other side of the camera and branch into directing."[43]
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 Personal life




Holland resides in the London[image: External link] neighbourhood of Kingston upon Thames[image: External link], near the house of his parents and younger brothers.[44] He has a dog named Tessa.[45] When he was seven years old, Holland was diagnosed with dyslexia[image: External link].[46] Holland is a supporter of English football club Arsenal[image: External link] and also practises gymnastics[image: External link].[47]

Along with his three siblings Holland sponsors The Brothers Trust, a UK Registered Charity[image: External link] that raises money for various charitable causes.[48]

Holland publicly credits his father, comedian and writer Dominic Holland[image: External link], for keeping his Spider-Man fame from getting to his head.[43]
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Frank Grillo






This article is about the American actor. For the Cuban-American musician "Francisco Grillo", see Machito[image: External link].

Frank Anthony Grillo (born June 8, 1965)[1][2] is an American actor known for his roles in films such as Warrior[image: External link] (2011), The Grey[image: External link] (2012), End of Watch[image: External link] (2012) and Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link] (2012). He had his first leading role in the action horror film The Purge: Anarchy[image: External link] (2014), portraying Sergeant Leo Barnes, a role he reprised in The Purge: Election Year[image: External link] (2016). He also plays the Marvel supervillain[image: External link] Brock Rumlow / Crossbones in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and Big Daddy in the Chinese action film Wolf Warrior 2[image: External link] (2017), the highest-grossing non-Hollywood film of all time.[3]

Grillo's television work includes recurring roles in the series Battery Park[image: External link] (2000), For the People[image: External link] (2002–2003), The Shield[image: External link] (2002–2003), Prison Break[image: External link] (2005–2006), Blind Justice[image: External link] (2005), and The Kill Point[image: External link] (2007). He has also starred as Hart Jessup in the soap opera Guiding Light[image: External link] (1996–1999), Nick Monohan in sci-fi series The Gates[image: External link] (2010), and between 2014 and 2017, he played Alvey Kulina in the DirecTV[image: External link] drama series Kingdom[image: External link].
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 Early life




Grillo was born in New York City[image: External link] as the oldest of three children, and is of Italian[image: External link] ( Calabrese[image: External link]) heritage.[4][5] He graduated from New York University[image: External link] with a business degree and spent a year on Wall Street[image: External link] before being asked to do a Miller Genuine Draft[image: External link] beer commercial.[6][7]
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 Film




Grillo started his acting career by appearing in commercials, for companies such as American Express[image: External link] and Sure[image: External link] deodorant. His first film role was in 1992's The Mambo Kings[image: External link], and he went on to appear in the films Minority Report[image: External link] (2002), April's Shower[image: External link] (2006), and iMurders[image: External link] (2008).[8][9][10]

Grillo was in the 2010 horror film Mother's Day[image: External link] in the role of Daniel Sohapi and the following year, had a supporting role in the 2011 film Warrior[image: External link] as MMA trainer Frank Campana.[9] In 2012, he played Diaz in the survival thriller The Grey[image: External link] with Liam Neeson[image: External link] and as Sarge in End of Watch[image: External link] with Jake Gyllenhaal[image: External link].[9] In 2013, he starred with Jaimie Alexander[image: External link] in the romantic thriller film Collision[image: External link] and had a bit role in the action film Homefront[image: External link] with Jason Statham[image: External link].[11]

In 2014, Grillo was cast as HYDRA[image: External link] agent Brock Rumlow in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[12] The same year, he starred as Sergeant Leo Barnes in the sequel The Purge: Anarchy[image: External link], and reprised his role in 2016's The Purge: Election Year[image: External link].[13][14] He also reprised the role of Brock Rumlow/Crossbones in the third installment of the Captain America film series, Civil War, which was released on May 6, 2016.[15]

In October 2013, Grillo started filming for The Crash[image: External link], starring alongside Academy Award[image: External link] nominee Minnie Driver[image: External link], Ed Westwick[image: External link], AnnaSophia Robb[image: External link], Dianna Agron[image: External link], John Leguizamo[image: External link], Mary McCormack[image: External link], Christopher McDonald[image: External link] and Maggie Q[image: External link].[16] The film is directed by Aram Rappaport and produced by Hilary Shor, Atit Shah and Aaron Becker. Jekyll Island is set to release January 31, 2017.[17]

In 2015, Grillo starred in the films Demonic[image: External link] and Big Sky[image: External link].[18][19][20][21] Another film in which he stars, Beyond Skyline[image: External link], was originally set for release in 2015, but as of March 2017 has yet to be released.
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Grillo first appeared on television in episodes of Silk Stalkings[image: External link] (1993), and Poltergeist: The Legacy[image: External link] (1996) before being cast as oil tycoon Hart Jessup[image: External link] on the daytime soap opera[image: External link] Guiding Light[image: External link] in 1996 up until 1999.[22] In 2002, he was cast in the series For the People[image: External link] as Det. J.C. Hunter and played Hunter until 2003. One of his more notable television roles was on the crime drama Prison Break[image: External link] where he played Nick Savrinn[image: External link] from 2005 to 2006.[23] During that time, he also appeared on the Blind Justice[image: External link] as Marty Russo.[9]

He was in the first and only season of The Kill Point[image: External link] in 2007, and played the role of Jimmy in the CSI: NY[image: External link] episode "The Things About Heroes[image: External link]," which aired in November 2007.[1][24] In 2010, he starred in the sci-fi series The Gates[image: External link] opposite Marisol Nichols[image: External link] and Rhona Mitra[image: External link]. The series only lasted one season.[25]

Between 2014 and 2017, Grillo starred in the DirecTV[image: External link] drama series Kingdom[image: External link] as MMA coach Alvey Kulina alongside Nick Jonas[image: External link] and Jonathan Tucker[image: External link].[26]
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He married his first wife Kathy in 1991, but the couple divorced in 1998. They had a son, Remy (b. January 1997).[27] Grillo met fellow actress Wendy Moniz[image: External link] in 1996 on the set of Guiding Light[image: External link], and moved in together in 1998. The couple were married on October 28, 2000.[22] The couple have two sons: Liam (b. August 2004) and Rio (b. January 2008).[13][28]
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William Hurt






William McChord Hurt[2][3] (born March 20, 1950) is an American[image: External link] actor. He received his acting training at the Juilliard School[image: External link] and began acting on stage in the 1970s. Hurt made his film debut in 1980 as a troubled scientist in Ken Russell[image: External link]'s science-fiction feature Altered States[image: External link], for which he received a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination for New Star of the Year[image: External link]. He subsequently played a leading role, as a lawyer who succumbs to the temptations of Kathleen Turner[image: External link], in the neo-noir[image: External link] Body Heat[image: External link] (1981). He played another leading role, as Arkady Renko[image: External link], in Gorky Park[image: External link] (1983).

In 1985, Hurt garnered critical acclaim and multiple acting awards, including an Academy Award[image: External link] and a BAFTA[image: External link] Award for Best Actor, for Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link]. He received another two Academy Award nominations for his lead performances in Children of a Lesser God[image: External link] (1986) and Broadcast News[image: External link] (1987). Hurt remained an active stage actor throughout the 1980s, appearing in Off-Broadway[image: External link] productions, including Henry V[image: External link], Fifth of July[image: External link], Richard II[image: External link] and A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]. Hurt received his first Tony Award[image: External link] nomination in 1985 for the Broadway production of Hurlyburly[image: External link].

After playing a diversity of character roles in the following decade, Hurt earned his fourth Academy Award nomination for his supporting performance in David Cronenberg[image: External link]'s crime thriller A History of Violence[image: External link] (2005). Other notable films in recent years have included A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link] (2001), The Village[image: External link] (2004), Syriana[image: External link] (2005), The Good Shepherd[image: External link] (2006), Mr. Brooks[image: External link] (2007), Into the Wild[image: External link] (2007), The Incredible Hulk (2008), Robin Hood[image: External link] (2010) and Captain America: Civil War (2016).
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Hurt was born in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the son of Claire Isabel (née McGill), who worked at Time Inc.[image: External link], and Alfred McChord Hurt, who worked for the State Department[image: External link].[4] With his father, he lived in Lahore[image: External link], Mogadishu[image: External link] and Khartoum[image: External link].[5] After his parents divorced, his mother married Henry Luce III (a son of publisher Henry Luce[image: External link]) during Hurt's childhood. Hurt graduated from Middlesex School[image: External link] in 1968 where he was vice president of the Dramatics Club and had the lead role in several school plays. His high school yearbook predicted: "With characteristics such as these, you might even see him on Broadway." Hurt attended Tufts University[image: External link] and studied theology[image: External link],[6] but turned instead to acting and joined the Juilliard School[image: External link] (Drama Division Group 5 :[image: External link] 1972–1976).[7] Two of his classmates there were the late actors Christopher Reeve[image: External link] and Robin Williams[image: External link].
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 Career




Hurt began his career in stage productions, only later acting in films. From 1977 to 1989, he was a member of the acting company at Circle Repertory Company[image: External link]. He won an Obie Award[image: External link] for his debut appearance there in Corinne Jacker[image: External link]'s My Life, and won a 1978 Theatre World Award[image: External link] for his performances in Fifth of July[image: External link], Ulysses in Traction, and Lulu. In 1979, Hurt played Hamlet under the direction of Marshall W. Mason[image: External link] opposite Lindsay Crouse[image: External link] and Beatrice Straight[image: External link]. His first major film role was in the science-fiction film Altered States[image: External link] where his performance as an obsessed scientist gained him wide recognition. His performance with Richard Crenna[image: External link], Ted Danson[image: External link] and newcomer Kathleen Turner[image: External link] in Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link]'s neo-noir classic Body Heat[image: External link] elevated Hurt to stardom, and he later also co-starred in The Big Chill[image: External link] (1983). He appeared in the thriller Gorky Park[image: External link] opposite Lee Marvin[image: External link]. He received the Best Male Performance Prize[image: External link] at the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] and the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link] in 1985. He has received three additional Oscar nominations: Best Actor for Children of a Lesser God[image: External link] (1986) and Broadcast News[image: External link] (1987; he was thus nominated for Best Actor for three consecutive years) and Best Supporting Actor for A History Of Violence[image: External link] (2005). Hurt also starred in Tuck Everlasting[image: External link] as Angus Tuck.

Often cast as an intellectual, Hurt has appeared as such in films such as Lost in Space[image: External link], but has also been effective in other kinds of role, such as those in I Love You to Death[image: External link] and David Cronenberg[image: External link]'s psychological drama A History of Violence[image: External link] (2005), where in less than 10 minutes of screen time he plays the creepy mob boss, Richie Cusack. Also in 2005, Hurt played a mysterious government operative in Stephen Gaghan[image: External link]'s ensemble drama about the politics of big oil[image: External link], Syriana[image: External link].

Hurt was in the miniseries adaptation of Stephen King[image: External link]'s Nightmares and Dreamscapes[image: External link], in a piece entitled Battleground[image: External link] (also notable for its complete lack of dialogue). He plays Renshaw, a hitman who receives a package from the widow of a toymaker he had killed, unaware of what is waiting inside for him. He appeared in the cast of Vanya, an adaptation of Chekhov's Uncle Vanya[image: External link], at the Artists Repertory Theatre[image: External link] in Portland, Oregon[image: External link].[8]

In June 2007, Marvel Studios announced Hurt would portray the Hulk character General “Thunderbolt” Ross in 2008's The Incredible Hulk alongside Edward Norton[image: External link], Liv Tyler[image: External link] and Tim Roth[image: External link].[9] Hurt reprised his role in Captain America: Civil War (2016).[10]

He appeared in Sean Penn[image: External link]'s film Into the Wild[image: External link], the true story of Christopher McCandless[image: External link]. He appeared as President Henry Ashton in the 2008 action-thriller Vantage Point[image: External link]. Hurt also played Mr. Brooks's alter ego[image: External link] in Mr. Brooks[image: External link] starring Kevin Costner.

In 2009, Hurt became a series regular on the FX[image: External link] series Damages[image: External link] playing a corporate whistleblower[image: External link] opposite Glenn Close[image: External link] and Marcia Gay Harden[image: External link]. For his role in the series, Hurt earned a 2009 Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination in the "Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series" category. Hurt's 2009 Sundance film The Yellow Handkerchief[image: External link] was released in theaters on February 26, 2010 by Samuel Goldwyn Films[image: External link]. He was in the Thailand-based 2011 thriller Hellgate[image: External link] alongside Cary Elwes[image: External link] and Paula Taylor[image: External link], directed by John Penney.[11]

In September 2010, Hurt played United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] Henry Paulson[image: External link] in the HBO film Too Big to Fail[image: External link], an adaptation of Andrew Ross Sorkin[image: External link]'s book. He also starred as Captain Ahab in the 2011 television adaptation[image: External link] of Herman Melville[image: External link]'s novel Moby-Dick[image: External link].
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Hurt is fluent in French and maintains a home outside Paris[image: External link]. He is the step-grandson of Henry Luce[image: External link], founder of Time[image: External link] magazine and actress-writer Clare Boothe Luce[image: External link], through his mother's marriage to Henry Luce's son from his first marriage, Henry Luce III.[12]

Hurt was married to Mary Beth Hurt[image: External link] from 1971 to 1982.[12] In the 1980s, Hurt was involved in a lawsuit with Sandra Jennings, who alleged that the two shared a common-law marriage[image: External link].[13] While he was still married, Hurt and Jennings had begun a relationship in Saratoga Springs, New York[image: External link], in 1981.[13] Jennings became pregnant in the spring of 1982 which precipitated Hurt's divorce from Mary Beth Hurt, after which Hurt and Jennings relocated to South Carolina[image: External link], a state that recognized common-law marriages.[13] Hurt and Jennings remained officially unmarried, later separated and Jennings sued him in New York, seeking recognition of the "marriage" under South Carolina law.[13] The New York court, which did not recognize common-law marriage and was reluctant to recognize a common-law marriage originating in South Carolina, found in Hurt's favor that no common-law marriage existed.[13]

Hurt dated Marlee Matlin[image: External link] for one year, and they cohabited for two years.[14] In her 2009 autobiography I'll Scream Later, Matlin claimed that their relationship involved considerable drug abuse and physical abuse by Hurt.[15] In response to the accusations aired on CNN[image: External link] on April 13, 2009, Hurt's agent declined to respond, but Hurt issued a statement the following day, which said: "My own recollection is that we both apologized and both did a great deal to heal our lives. Of course, I did and do apologize for any pain I caused. And I know we have both grown. I wish Marlee and her family nothing but good."[16]

Hurt has four children: one with Sandra Jennings, two with Heidi Henderson, and one with French actress[image: External link], film director[image: External link] and screenwriter[image: External link] Sandrine Bonnaire[image: External link].[12]

During filming of Kiss of the Spider Woman, Hurt and a friend were threatened at gunpoint but were let go several hours later.[5]

Hurt is a private pilot and owner of a Beechcraft Bonanza[image: External link].[17]
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Daniel Brühl






This name uses Spanish naming customs[image: External link]: the first or paternal family name[image: External link] is Brühl and the second or maternal family name is González.

Daniel César Martín Brühl González (German pronunciation: [ˈbʁyːl ɡɔnˈt͡sa.ləs][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]); born 16 June 1978) is a German[image: External link] Spanish[image: External link] actor. He began his work at a young age in a German soap opera[image: External link] called Verbotene Liebe[image: External link] in 1995. In 2003, his starring role in the German[image: External link] film Good Bye, Lenin![image: External link] received wider recognition and critical acclaim which garnered him the European Film Award[image: External link] for Best Actor[image: External link] and the German Film Award[image: External link] for Best Actor[image: External link]. Brühl has worked in both European[image: External link] and American[image: External link] productions in several different languages.

He was introduced to mainstream U.S. audiences with his breakout[image: External link] role of Fredrick Zoller, a German[image: External link] war hero in Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], and appeared in such films as The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link], The Fifth Estate[image: External link] and A Most Wanted Man[image: External link]. Brühl received widespread critical acclaim and further recognition for his portrayal of former Formula 1 driver Niki Lauda[image: External link] in the Ron Howard[image: External link] biographical film Rush[image: External link]. In 2016, Brühl made his Marvel Cinematic Universe debut in Captain America: Civil War, portraying Helmut Zemo.
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 Early life




Brühl was born in Barcelona[image: External link], Spain.[1] His father was German Brazilian[image: External link] TV director Hanno Brühl, who was born in São Paulo[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link].[2][3] His Spanish mother was a teacher. He has a brother and a sister, Oliver and Miriam. Shortly after his birth, his family moved to Cologne[image: External link], Germany, where he grew up and attended the Dreikönigsgymnasium[image: External link]. A fluent English[image: External link]-speaker, he grew up speaking Spanish[image: External link], German[image: External link], and French[image: External link], and understands Catalan[image: External link][4] and Portuguese[image: External link].[5]
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 Career




Brühl began acting at a young age, with a debut role in 1995 as street kid Benji in the soap opera[image: External link] Verbotene Liebe[image: External link] (Forbidden Love). His international breakthrough role came in 2003 as Alex Kerner in the German Golden Globe[image: External link]-nominated tragicomedy Good Bye, Lenin![image: External link], which reached an estimated six million cinema-goers worldwide. In 2003, Brühl won the European Film Academy[image: External link] award trophies for Best Actor (Critics/Audience Awards) for the role. Brühl made his English-speaking film debut in 2004's Ladies in Lavender[image: External link], starring alongside English actresses Judi Dench[image: External link] and Maggie Smith[image: External link]. The same year, he won the People's Choice trophy for Best Actor for the film Love in Thoughts[image: External link] while at the same time, he was nominated for Best Actor (critics) for The Edukators[image: External link]. Brühl featured as Lieutenant Horstmayer, a central character in the 2005 film Joyeux Noël[image: External link], a trilingual World War I film based on the experiences of French, German and Scottish soldiers during the Christmas truce[image: External link] of 1914. The film shows Brühl's linguistic ability as he ably communicates in German[image: External link], French[image: External link] and English[image: External link] throughout.

In 2006, he was invited to be part of the short film and Cinéfondation juries of the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]. Brühl made a cameo appearance[image: External link] in 2 Days in Paris[image: External link], a romantic comedy film directed by French actress Julie Delpy[image: External link]. In September 2006, his Cannes-nominated film Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link] premiered in Spain. In the film, he played Salvador Puig Antich[image: External link], a Spanish[image: External link] anarchist executed during the Franco[image: External link] era. In 2007, he appeared in a small role in the film The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link]. He was in Krabat[image: External link], based on a popular German children's story, which premiered in German cinemas in October 2008.

He was introduced to mainstream U.S. audiences in the role of Frederik Zoller, a German war hero in Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], starring Brad Pitt[image: External link], which premiered at Cannes 2009. He and his co-stars won the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]. In 2009, he also starred in Julie Delpy[image: External link]'s third directorial film, The Countess[image: External link].

In May 2009, Brühl decided to become active in a different field of filmmaking by launching production company Fouronfilm together with Film1.[6] Brühl starred in the 2010 British[image: External link]- Russian[image: External link] production In Transit[image: External link], in which he played a young Nazi[image: External link] soldier opposite John Malkovich[image: External link]. He also co-starred with Clive Owen[image: External link] in the 2011 horror thriller Intruders[image: External link], which was directed by Juan Carlos Fresnadillo[image: External link].[7]

In 2013, he co-starred in The Fifth Estate[image: External link], a film based on the founding of WikiLeaks[image: External link]. Brühl played Daniel Domscheit-Berg[image: External link], alongside Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] as Julian Assange[image: External link]. In the same year, Brühl portrayed former Formula 1 driver Niki Lauda[image: External link] in the Ron Howard[image: External link] biographical film Rush[image: External link]. The film was a commercial and critical success, and for his role he received multiple award nominations, including the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], the Critic's Choice Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], the Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] and the BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link].

In 2015, he starred in Colonia[image: External link], a thriller by Academy Award[image: External link] winner Florian Gallenberger[image: External link]. The film was shot October to December 2014 in South America, Germany and Luxembourg. His co-stars were Emma Watson[image: External link] and Michael Nyqvist[image: External link], and the film was produced by Academy Award[image: External link] nominee Benjamin Herrmann[image: External link].[8] Brühl played Helmut Zemo in Captain America: Civil War, released in 2016.[9][10] In Niki Caro[image: External link]'s World War II[image: External link] film The Zookeeper's Wife[image: External link] (2017), he played Nazi[image: External link] zoologist[image: External link] Lutz Heck[image: External link], who forces Jan and Antonina Żabiński[image: External link] (Jessica Chastain[image: External link] and Johan Heldenbergh[image: External link]) to abandon the Warsaw Zoo[image: External link]. The film is based on Diane Ackerman[image: External link]'s non-fiction[image: External link] book.
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 Gastronomy




Since 2011, Brühl has been the joint operator of a tapas[image: External link] bar in the Kreuzberg[image: External link] district of Berlin. From February to October 2017, he was also joint operator of a similar bar in Prenzlauer Berg[image: External link], named Bar Gracia after Barcelona[image: External link]'s nightlife district Gràcia[image: External link], but the bar closed in October 2017 because of little economic success.[11][12]
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 Personal life




In 2006, Brühl separated from his longtime girlfriend and later fiancée, actress Jessica Schwarz[image: External link], whom he had met on the set of the 2001 film Nichts bereuen ( de[image: External link]).[13] Since 2010, he has been in a relationship with psychologist[image: External link] Felicitas Rombold. They married in 2017 and have a son, Anton (b. October 2016), together.[14]
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 Awards and nominations





	
Bavarian Film Awards[image: External link] (2002) – Best Young Actor for Das Weisse Rauschen[image: External link] and No Regrets[image: External link]


	German Film Awards (2002) – Best Actor (Film Award in Gold) for Das Weisse Rauschen, Vaya con Dios[image: External link] and Nichts Bereuen


	
Bambi Awards[image: External link] (2003) – Best Ensemble, shared with Katrin Sass[image: External link] and Florian Lukas[image: External link] for Good Bye Lenin![image: External link]


	
European Film Awards[image: External link] (2003) – Best Actor (Critics Award) for Good Bye Lenin!


	European Film Awards (2003) – Best Actor (Audience Award) for Good Bye Lenin!


	
German Film Awards[image: External link] (2003) – Best Actor (Film Award in Gold) for Good Bye Lenin!


	German Film Awards (2003) – Best Actor (Audience Award) for Good Bye Lenin!


	
Shooting Stars Award[image: External link] (2003)  – at the Berlin International Film Festival

	
German Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link] (2003) – Best Actor for Das Weisse Rauschen and Vaya con Dios


	
Berlin Film Festival[image: External link] (2003) – European Film Shooting Star by European Film Promotion[image: External link]


	European Film Awards (2004) – Best Actor (Audience Award) for Love in Thoughts[image: External link]


	
Barcelona Film Awards (2006) – Best Actor (Critics Award) for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link] (2007) – Best Actor (Audience Award) for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
European Film Awards[image: External link] (2004) - Best Actor (Critics Award) for The Edukators[image: External link]





	Nominations




	
Goya Awards[image: External link] (2007) – Best Actor (Academy Award) for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link])


	
Spanish Actors Union (2007) – Best Actor for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
Cinema Writers Circle Awards (2007) – Best Actor for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
Fotogramas de Plata Awards (2007) – Best Actor for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
Butaca Awards[image: External link] (2007) – Best Actor for Salvador (Puig Antich)[image: External link]


	
GQ[image: External link] (2007) – Man of the Year Award

	
Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] (2014)  – Best Supporting Actor for Rush[image: External link]
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Henry Jackman






For other people named Henry Jackman, see Henry Jackman (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Henry Pryce Jackman (born 1974) is an English composer, conductor, arranger, pianist, musician, and songwriter. He is best known for composing music for major hit films such as Kong: Skull Island[image: External link], X-Men: First Class, Wreck-It Ralph[image: External link], Puss in Boots[image: External link], Captain Phillips[image: External link], Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America: Civil War, Kick-Ass, Kick-Ass 2, Big Hero 6[image: External link] and The Interview[image: External link], as well as the video games Uncharted 4: A Thief's End[image: External link] and Just Cause 3[image: External link].
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 Life and career




Jackman was born in Hillingdon[image: External link], London[image: External link].[1] He studied classical music at St. Paul's Cathedral Choir School[image: External link], Eton College[image: External link], Framlingham College[image: External link] and University of Oxford[image: External link].

Jackman has done programming and production work with artists including Mike Oldfield[image: External link] ( Voyager[image: External link]), Sally Oldfield[image: External link] (Flaming Star), Trevor Horn[image: External link]/Art of Noise[image: External link] (The Seduction of Claude Debussy[image: External link]), Elton John[image: External link] and Gary Barlow[image: External link]. He co-produced Seal[image: External link]'s unreleased 2001 album Togetherland[image: External link].[2] "This Could Be Heaven[image: External link]", released from the album, was also co-written by Jackman and used on the movie The Family Man[image: External link][3] and included on the deluxe edition of Seal's compilation album Hits[image: External link].

Jackman has released three albums, Utopia (2003), Transfiguration (2005) and Acoustica (2007; with Augustus Isadore).

Jackman had various minor roles on film scores since 2006, generally working with mentor Hans Zimmer[image: External link], including for The Da Vinci Code[image: External link] (music programmer), The Dark Knight[image: External link] (music arranger) and additional music for Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link], At World's End[image: External link], The Simpsons Movie[image: External link], Kung Fu Panda[image: External link] and Hancock[image: External link]. In 2009, Jackman, Zimmer and John Powell[image: External link] won the 2008 Annie Award for Music in an Animated Television Production or Short Form[image: External link] for their work on DreamWorks Animation[image: External link]'s Secrets of the Furious Five[image: External link] (a sequel to Kung Fu Panda).[4] He has since composed soundtracks for Monsters vs. Aliens[image: External link], Henri IV[image: External link], Gulliver's Travels[image: External link], X-Men: First Class, Winnie the Pooh[image: External link], Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter[image: External link], Wreck-It Ralph[image: External link] and Captain America: The Winter Soldier. His first major video game score was Uncharted 4: A Thief's End[image: External link].
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 Family




Henry Pryce Jackman is the son of keyboardist and arranger Andrew Pryce Jackman[image: External link], who was a member of The Syn[image: External link] and worked for many years with Chris Squire[image: External link] of Yes[image: External link]. His uncle Gregg Jackman is a sound engineer and producer who has worked with the King's Singers[image: External link] and Barclay James Harvest[image: External link];[5] Henry and his uncle both worked on Moa's 1999 album Universal.[6] His grandfather, Bill Jackman, played clarinet[image: External link] on "When I'm Sixty-Four[image: External link]" on The Beatles[image: External link]' Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link].[7]
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 Singles





	
Mike Oldfield[image: External link], "Women of Ireland" (1997): co-produced, programming

	
Elton John[image: External link] & LeAnn Rimes[image: External link], "Written in the Stars[image: External link]" (1999): programming

	
Jocelyn Brown[image: External link], "I Believe" (1999): programming, mixing

	
Seal[image: External link], "This Could Be Heaven[image: External link]" (2000): co-written, co-produced, programming
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 Albums





	
Mike Oldfield[image: External link], Voyager[image: External link] (1997): co-produced, programming

	
Sally Oldfield[image: External link], Flaming Star


	
Conner Reeves[image: External link], Earthbound (1998): programming

	
Michael Gordon[image: External link], Weather (1998): production, sound design

	
Art of Noise[image: External link], The Seduction of Claude Debussy[image: External link] (1999): "Born on a Sunday" co-produced, co-written

	Moa, Universal (1999): writing, producing, mixing

	Maryanna Matiss, Time to Fly (2001): writing, producing, mixing

	
Seal[image: External link], Togetherland[image: External link] (2001/unreleased): producing, programming

	
Hans Zimmer[image: External link], The Holiday OST (2006): co-writing

	
Vantage Point OST (2008): co-writing

	various artists, Monsters vs. Aliens OST (2009): writing
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 Solo albums





	
Utopia (WestOneMusic, 2003)

	
Transfiguration (KPM Music, 2005)

	
Acoustica (KPM Music, 2007)
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Trent Opaloch






Trent Opaloch is a Canadian cinematographer[image: External link] best known for his work with directors Neill Blomkamp[image: External link] and the Russo brothers. His major works include District 9[image: External link] (2009), Elysium[image: External link] (2013), Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Chappie[image: External link] (2015) and Captain America: Civil War (2016).[1]
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 Biography




Opaloch grew up in Thunder Bay[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]. He studied filmmaking at Confederation College[image: External link], before moving to Vancouver to start his professional career.[2]
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 Filmography





	
Yellow[image: External link] (2006)

	
District 9[image: External link] (2009)

	
Elysium[image: External link] (2013)

	
Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014)

	
Chappie[image: External link] (2015)

	
Captain America: Civil War (2016)

	
Avengers: Infinity War[3] (2018)

	
Untitled Avengers film[3] (2019)
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Jeffrey Ford (film editor)






Jeffrey Ford is an American[image: External link] film editor[image: External link]. He was nominated for an ACE Eddie Award[image: External link] for Best Edited Film - Musical or Comedy for The Family Stone[image: External link] and for a Golden Satellite Award[image: External link] for Best Film Editing for One Hour Photo[image: External link].[1]
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Marvel Studios






"Marvel Films" redirects here. For other uses, see List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Studios, LLC[1] (originally known as Marvel Films from 1993 to 1996) is an American motion picture studio based at The Walt Disney Studios in Burbank, California[image: External link] and is a subsidiary of Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], itself a wholly owned division of The Walt Disney Company, with film producer Kevin Feige serving as president.[3] Previously, the studio was a subsidiary of Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] until Disney reorganized the companies in August 2015.

Dedicated to producing films based on Marvel Comics characters, the studio has been involved in three Marvel-character film franchises to have exceeded $1 billion in North American revenue: the X-Men[image: External link], Spider-Man, and Marvel Cinematic Universe multi-film franchises. The Spider-Man franchise is licensed to Sony Pictures. Since 2012, Marvel Studios' films are distributed theatrically by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link], having previously been distributed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link] from 2008 to 2011. Universal Pictures[image: External link] distributed The Incredible Hulk (2008) and has the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute any future Hulk films produce by Marvel Studios, while Sony Pictures Releasing[image: External link] distributed Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017) and will distribute any future Spider-Man films produced in conjunction with Marvel Studios.[4]

Marvel Studios has released 18 films since 2008 within the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link], from Iron Man (2008) to Black Panther (2018). These films all share continuity[image: External link] with each other, along with the One-Shots[image: External link] produced by the studio and the television shows produced by Marvel Television. The series has grossed over $14.8 billion at the global box office, making it the highest-grossing film franchise of all time.[5][6]
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During what is known as Marvel's Timely era[image: External link], Captain America was licensed out to Republic Pictures[image: External link] for a serial just for the free advertising. Timely failed to provide any drawing of Captain America with his shield or any further background, and Republic created a whole new background for the character, and portrayed the character using a gun.[7]
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 Marvel Entertainment Group era




In the late 1970s up to the early 1990s, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (MEG) sold options to studios to produce films based on Marvel Comics characters[image: External link]. One of Marvel’s superheroes, Spider-Man[image: External link], was optioned in the late 1970s, and rights reverted to Marvel without a film having been produced within the allotted timeframe. From 1986 to 1996, most of Marvel’s major characters had been optioned, including the Fantastic Four[image: External link], X-Men[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Hulk, Silver Surfer[image: External link], and Iron Man.[8] A Howard the Duck[image: External link] film made it to the screen in 1986, but was a box-office flop[image: External link]. MEG was purchased by New World Entertainment[image: External link] in November 1986[9] and moved to produce films based on the Marvel characters. It released The Punisher (1989) before MEG was sold to Ronald Perelman[image: External link]'s Andrews Group[image: External link]. Two other films were produced: Captain America (1990) released in the United Kingdom on screens and direct to video in the United States, and The Fantastic Four (1994), not intended for release. Marvel's rival DC Comics[image: External link], on the other hand, had success licensing its properties Superman[image: External link] and Batman[image: External link] into successful film franchises.[10]
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 Marvel Films




Following Marvel Entertainment Group's (MEG) ToyBiz deal in 1993, Avi Arad[image: External link] of ToyBiz[image: External link] was named President and CEO of Marvel Films division and of New World Family Filmworks, Inc., a New World Entertainment subsidiary. New World was MEG's former parent corporation and later a fellow subsidiary of the Andrews Group.[11] Marvel Productions[image: External link] became New World Animation by 1993 as Marvel would start up Marvel Films including Marvel Films Animation.[11][12][13] Marvel Films Animation shared Tom Tataranowicz[image: External link] with New World Animation as head of development and production.[14] New World Animation (The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]), Saban[image: External link] ( X-Men[image: External link]), and Marvel Films Animation ( Spider-Man[image: External link]) each produced a Marvel series for television for the 1996–1997 season.[15] It was Marvel Films Animation's only production.[13][16] By the end of 1993, Arad and 20th Century Fox[image: External link] struck a deal to make a film based on the X-Men.[17]

New World Animation and Marvel Films Animation were sold along with the rest of New World by Andrews Group to News Corporation[image: External link]/ Fox[image: External link] as announced in August 1996. As part of the deal, Marvel licensed the rights to Captain America, Daredevil and Silver Surfer to be on Fox Kids Network[image: External link] and produced by Saban. New World Animation continued producing a second season of The Incredible Hulk for UPN[image: External link].[15][18]
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 Marvel Studios




In August 1996, Marvel created Marvel Studios, an incorporation of Marvel Films, due to the sale of New World Communications Group, Inc.[image: External link], Marvel's fellow Andrews Group subsidiary in film and television stations, to News Corporation/Fox. Filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] to raise money to finance the new corporation, Marvel, Isaac Perlmutter's Zib, Inc. and Avi Arad sold Toy Biz stocks, which Marvel had started and took public in February 1995.[8][19] Toy Biz filed an offering of 7.5 million shares with a closing price of $20.125 at the time, making the offering worth approximately $150 million. Toy Biz sought to sell 1 million shares, and Marvel sought to sell 2.5 million shares.[20]

Jerry Calabrese, the president of Marvel Entertainment Group, and Avi Arad, head of Marvel Films and a director of Toy Biz, were assigned tandem control of Marvel Studios. Under Calabrese and Arad, Marvel sought to control pre-production[image: External link] by commissioning scripts, hiring directors, and casting characters, providing the package to a major studio partner for filming and distribution. Arad said of the goal for control, "When you get into business with a big studio, they are developing a hundred or 500 projects; you get totally lost. That isn't working for us. We're just not going to do it anymore. Period."[8] Marvel Studios arranged a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox to cover markets in the United States and internationally.[21] In the following December, Marvel Entertainment Group went through a reorganization plan[image: External link], including Marvel Studios as part of its strategic investment.[22] By 1997, Marvel Studios was actively pursuing various film productions based on Marvel characters, including the eventual films X-Men (2000), Daredevil (2003), Elektra (2005) and Fantastic Four (2005). Unproduced projects included Prince Namor, based on the character Namor[image: External link] and to be directed by Philip Kaufman[image: External link], and Mort the Dead Teenager, based on the comic book of the same name and written by John Payson and Mort creator Larry Hama[image: External link].[23] Marvel was developing a Captain America animated series with Saban Entertainment for Fox Kids Network to premiere in fall 1998. However, due to the bankruptcy the series was canceled after only character designs and a one-minute promotional reel were made.[24][25][26]
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The first film packaged and licensed by Marvel Studios was Blade, based on the vampire hunter Blade[image: External link]. The film was directed by Stephen Norrington[image: External link] and starred Wesley Snipes[image: External link] as Blade. It was released on August 21, 1998, grossing $70,087,718 in the United States and Canada and $131,183,530 worldwide.[27] In 1999, Marvel licensed Spider-Man to Sony.[28]

Blade was followed by X-Men, which was directed by Bryan Singer[image: External link] and was released on July 14, 2000. X-Men grossed $157,299,717 in the United States and Canada and $296,250,053 worldwide.[29] The Marvel films Blade and X-Men demonstrated that widely popular films could be made out of comic book characters not familiar to the general public.[30]

Leading up to X-Men's release, Marvel Studios negotiated a deal with then-functional Artisan Entertainment[image: External link], successful with the low-budget The Blair Witch Project[image: External link], for a co-production joint venture that included rights to 15 Marvel characters including Captain America, Thor, Black Panther, Iron Fist[image: External link], and Deadpool[image: External link]. Artisan would finance and distribute while Marvel would develop licensing and merchandising tie-ins. The resulting production library, which would also include TV series, direct-to-video films and internet projects, would be co-owned.[31] With the deal at the time, 24 Marvel properties were then in various stages of development.

Brian Cunningham, editor of Wizard[image: External link] comic book magazine, believed that Avi Arad was successful in organizing strategic alliances and exercising fiscal responsibility in multimedia expansion. Cunningham said of Arad’s leadership of the studio following its parent company’s near-bankruptcy, "The fact the X-Men is primed to be the biggest movie of the summer speaks volumes about the turnaround for Marvel. From my observation, he's focused on a lot more in diversifying Marvel, doing things that proliferate Marvel characters in the mainstream." Arad sought to protect Marvel’s image by serving as executive producer in all Marvel film productions and being responsible for crossover marketing between Marvel properties. Arad had properties set up at different studios to create momentum so one studio would not cannibalize efforts with one property for the sake of another.[32] By 2001, the success of Marvel Entertainment’s Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] comics created leverage in Hollywood for Marvel Studios, pushing more properties into development.[33]

The next film licensed from Marvel Studios was Spider-Man by Columbia Pictures[image: External link], directed by Sam Raimi[image: External link] and starring Tobey Maguire[image: External link] as Spider-Man. The film was released on May 3, 2002, grossing $403,706,375 in the United States and Canada and $821,708,551 worldwide.[34] The early success of Spider-Man led the film's studio to issue a seven-figure advance for a sequel. Arad spoke of the deal, "Movies make sequels. Therefore, it's a big economic luxury to know that a movie's going to get a second and third. This is a business of precedence."[35] According to a Lehman Brothers analysis, the Studios made only $62 million for the first 2 Spider-Man movies.[28] Marvel was making more from half the consumer product licensing fees while making relatively little from the movie, but was enough for Marvel to regain its financial footings.[36] In October 2002, Marvel Studios announced deals for Sub-Mariner and Prime[image: External link] with Universal Studios[image: External link].[37]

In producing Marvel films in the 2000s, Avi Arad sought to capture the superheroes’ internal conflicts. According to The New York Times[image: External link], "Mr. Arad's great accomplishment – and it is one, given the difficulties in transferring any kind of printed material to the big screen – is conveying what makes those heroes tick as characters... He works with the filmmakers to ensure that the heroes are conflicted, the villains motivated, the outcome shaded." In contrast to the original storylines of DC Comics’ Superman and Batman films, Marvel films were more directly inspired by their comics, copying from them set pieces, scenes, plots, and dialogue.[30]

In 2003, David Maisel[image: External link] approached Arad about earning Marvel more for their films. Maisel, Arad and Perlmutter met leading to Maisel being hired in as President and COO. The studio's office, then on Santa Monica Boulevard, were small with a dozen or so staff members. Kevin Feige was a junior executive generating script notes to the licensed studios.[36] In January 2003, Marvel, The SCI FI Channel and Reveille Productions[image: External link] agreed to develop two pilot films based on Brother Voodoo and Strikeforce: Morituri[image: External link].[38]

Partnering with Lionsgate[image: External link] in 2004, Marvel Studios plan to enter the direct-to-DVD market with eight animated films[image: External link] with Lionsgate Home Entertainment[image: External link] handling distribution.[39][40] The line was a proof of concept for Maisel's later plan.[36] Eric Rollman was hired by Marvel as Executive Vice President, Home Entertainment & TV Production for Marvel Studios to oversee the deal with Lionsgate.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production




In 2004, David Maisel was hired as chief operating officer of Marvel Studios as he had a plan for the studio to self-finance movies.[42] Marvel entered into a non-recourse debt[image: External link] structure with Merrill Lynch[image: External link] that was collateralized by certain movie rights to a total of 10 characters from Marvel's vast vault. Marvel got $525 million to make a maximum of 10 movies based on the company's properties over eight years, according to the parameters of the original deal. Those characters were: Ant-Man[image: External link], The Avengers, Black Panther, Captain America, Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Hawkeye, Nick Fury, Power Pack[image: External link] and Shang-Chi[image: External link].[43][44] Ambac[image: External link] insured the movies would succeed or they would pay the interest payment on the debt and get the movie rights collateral.[28]

Initially Marvel Studios was in talks with Universal Studios as a possible distributor. Negotiations dragged on, so the studio began talks with Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. In the second quarter of 2005, Merrill attempted to back out of full financing of each movie, demanding that Marvel finance 1/3 of the budget. Marvel took back rights in five foreign territories from Paramount for pre-sell to meet that demand.[36] On September 6, 2005, Marvel announced the Merrill Lynch financing deal with Paramount was on as marketer and distributor. Also, the parent company changed its name from Marvel Enterprises, Inc. to Marvel Entertainment, Inc. to reflect the change to self-production.[43]

The studio moved to a new location over a Mercedes-Benz dealership in Beverly Hills. Maisel was also named vice-chairman of the studio, but reported to Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link].[36] In October 2005, Michael Helfant joined the studio as president and chief operating officer.[45]

In November 2005, Marvel gained the film rights to Iron Man from New Line Cinema[image: External link]. Marvel revealed that it had regained the film rights to The Incredible Hulk in February 2006.[46] In April 2006, Thor was announced to be a Marvel Studios production.[47] Lions Gate Entertainment subsequently dropped the Black Widow motion picture project it had since 2004 giving the rights back to Marvel.[48]

Maisel and Arad fought over the rate of movie releases and strength of characters in the movie line up. Perlmutter supported Maisel and thus, in May 2006, Arad quit as studio chair and CEO.[42] In March 2007, David Maisel was named Chairman and Kevin Feige was named President of Production as Iron Man began filming.[49]

In January 2008, Marvel Animation[image: External link] was incorporated to direct Marvel's efforts in animation and home entertainment markets including then animation efforts with Lionsgate and Nickelodeon[image: External link].[41] The company in March agreed to a five picture basic cable distribution with FX[image: External link] for Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk movies with the additional movies to be named later.[50] In November, Marvel Studios signed a lease with Raleigh Studios[image: External link] to host its headquarters and production offices and film the next four movies on the studios’ slate, including Iron Man 2 and Thor, at their Manhattan Beach facilities.[51] By September 2008, Paramount added to its domestic film distribution contract 5 additional Marvel movies' foreign distribution.[52]

In 2009, Marvel attempted to hire a team of writers to help come up with creative ways to launch its lesser-known properties, such as Black Panther, Cable[image: External link], Iron Fist, Nighthawk[image: External link], and Vision.[53] In early 2009, Sony returned all Spider-Man television rights (including live action) in exchange for an adjustment to the movie rights.[54]
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On December 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. Both Marvel and Disney stated that the merger would not affect any preexisting deals with other film studios for the time being,[55] although Disney said they would distribute future Marvel projects with their own studio[image: External link] once the deals expired.[56]

In April 2010, rumors circulated that Marvel was looking to create $20–40 million movies based on properties such as Doctor Strange, Ka-Zar[image: External link], Luke Cage, Dazzler[image: External link], and Power Pack.[57] Kevin Feige responded by saying, while budgets are generally never discussed early in development, Marvel was considering films for all characters mentioned in the rumor, except Dazzler, whose rights were at Fox.[58]

In June 2010, Marvel Entertainment set up a television division[image: External link] within Marvel Studios, headed up by Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as Executive Vice President,[59] under which Marvel Animation would be operated.[60] On October 18, Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] acquired the distribution rights for The Avengers[image: External link] and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures[61] with Paramount's logo and credit remaining on the films.[62]

On August 22, 2011, at Disney's behest, the Studio dismissed most of its marketing department: Dana Precious, EVP of Worldwide Marketing; Jeffrey Stewart, VP of Worldwide Marketing and Jodi Miller, Manager of Worldwide Marketing. Disney markets Marvel's films.[63] In April 2012, The Walt Disney Company China, Marvel Studios and DMG Entertainment[image: External link] announced an agreement to co-produce Iron Man 3 in China. DMG partly financed, produced in China with Marvel, and handled co-production matters. DMG also distributed the film in China in tandem with Disney.[64]

Upon the release of The Amazing Spider-Man in 2012, Disney and Sony negotiated a two-way agreement. Disney would receive full merchandising ancillary rights to future Spider-Man films in exchange for Sony purchasing out Marvel's film participation rights.[65]

In April 2013, Marvel Studios moved its production facilities from Manhattan Beach[image: External link] to The Walt Disney Studios in Burbank, California[image: External link].[66]

On July 2, 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[67][68] In September 2014, TNT acquired the cable rights for Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: Civil War, and three other films, to air on the network two years after their theatrical releases. The films had previously aired on FX since 2008.[69]

In February 2015, it was announced that Disney and Sony Pictures will collaborate on the next Spider-Man films, the first of which, Spider-Man: Homecoming, was released on July 7, 2017. Former Sony executive Amy Pascal will co-produce the films with Kevin Feige. The film rights to Spider-Man will still remain with Sony. Marvel Studios will also explore opportunities to integrate other characters of MCU into future Spider-Man films.[70][71]

In August 2015, Marvel Studios was placed into Walt Disney Studios, with Feige reporting directly to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn[image: External link] instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter. Marvel Television and subsidiary company Marvel Animation were left under Marvel Entertainment and Perlmutter's control.[3][72] Fast Company[image: External link] ranked Marvel Studios number eleven on its 2018 World's Most Innovative Companies list.[73]
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Marvel had licensed out the film rights to many of their characters to other studios in the 1990s, starting with the X-Men to 20th Century Fox in 1993.[17] One of the first characters to see the rights returned to Marvel was Black Panther, which were returned to Marvel in 2005, having previously been at Columbia Pictures[image: External link] and Artisan Entertainment[image: External link].[74] In November 2005, Marvel gained the film rights to Iron Man from New Line Cinema[image: External link].[46] In April 2006, Thor's rights reverted to Marvel from Sony,[47] and in June, the Black Widow rights reverted to Marvel from Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link].[48] That same year, the film rights to Hulk reverted to Marvel Studios from Universal Studios, after the latter failed to enter production on a sequel to Ang Lee[image: External link]'s 2003 Hulk film. Universal, however, retains the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute future Hulk films.[75]

After being acquired by Disney, Marvel began to reclaim more of their character rights, starting with Blade from New Line Cinema.[76] In August 2012, it was reported that 20th Century Fox was willing to allow the film rights to the superhero Daredevil and his related characters revert to Marvel and Disney, a contracted stipulation that required Fox to begin production on a new Daredevil film by late 2012. Fox had approached Marvel about extending the deadline and becoming a co-financier for the film, but was rebuffed.[77][78] On October 10, 2012, the Daredevil rights reverted to Marvel Studios, which was confirmed by studio president Kevin Feige on April 23, 2013.[79] On May 2, 2013, Feige confirmed in an interview that the Ghost Rider[image: External link] and Punisher[image: External link] rights had reverted to Marvel from Sony and Lionsgate respectively, as well as reaffirming the acquisition of the Blade rights.[80] It was later revealed in May 2013 that Marvel has also reacquired the rights to Luke Cage[image: External link] from Sony.[81] In an interview with Collider in early May 2013, Kevin Feige stated he believed the Elektra[image: External link] rights were back at Marvel through the Daredevil deal.[82]

In February 2015, Marvel Studios and Sony Pictures Entertainment announced that Spider-Man would appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character appearing in Captain America: Civil War and Sony releasing Spider-Man: Homecoming produced by Feige and Pascal on July 7, 2017. Sony Pictures will continue to finance, distribute, own and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films. Marvel Studios will also explore opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films.[83] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not allow Spider-Man to appear in any of the MCU television series, as it was "very specific... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[84] 20th Century Fox was able to change the powers of Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link] for Deadpool by giving Marvel Studios the rights to Ego the Living Planet[image: External link], who appears in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[85]

Marvel CCO Joe Quesada[image: External link] in 2012 believed Namor's rights had reverted to Marvel, but Feige said in August 2013 this was not so.[86] However, Feige expanded in July 2014 saying that Marvel Studios, not Universal Pictures or Legendary Pictures[image: External link], could make a Namor film, "but it’s slightly more complicated than that. Let’s put it this way – there are entanglements that make it less easy. There are older contracts that still involve other parties that mean we need to work things out before we move forward on it. As opposed to an Iron Man or any of the Avengers or any of the other Marvel characters where we could just put them in."[87] In June 2016, Quesada again stated that, to his knowledge, the film rights to Namor had returned to Marvel.[88]

On December 14, 2017, Disney agreed to purchase[image: External link] 20th Century Fox's parent company 21st Century Fox[image: External link], after it spins off some of its businesses, for $52.4 billion, which is currently awaiting approval by the United States Department of Justice Antitrust Division[image: External link].[89] Disney plans to reincorporate the X-Men[image: External link] and Fantastic Four[image: External link] franchise of characters and Deadpool[image: External link] with their own Marvel properties in order to "create richer, more complex worlds of inter-related characters and stories that audiences have shown they love."[90] In March 2018, Feige revealed that the majority of characters would be back with Marvel Studios, though there were still "some with a couple of other players involved that would have to be negotiated with."[91]
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For the former Marvel Comics imprint, see Marvel Music (imprint)[image: External link].

Further information: Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


Marvel Music is a subsidiary of Marvel Studios involved in the publishing of music related to its productions. Mighty Marvel Music Corporation and Marvel Music Group, Inc. (both incorporated on July 29, 1981)[92][93] were music publishing subsidiaries of Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] that were retained by New World Entertainment[image: External link] when Marvel was sold to Andrews Group[image: External link] in 1989,[94] and were with New World when they were sold to Fox.[95]

Marvel Music was incorporated on September 9, 2005[96] to manage Marvel Studios' and Marvel Animation[image: External link]'s filmed music.[97] At New York Comic Con[image: External link] in 2009, Marvel officially announced the re-launch of Marvel Music, which would now serve as a label for releasing music related to Marvel's film and television productions.[98] Beginning in 2012 with the release of Avengers Assemble (Music from and Inspired by the Motion Picture), Disney Music Group[image: External link]'s Hollywood Records label began distributing Marvel Music's albums.[99] In 2014, Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Mix Vol. 1 became the first Marvel Music album to be certified Gold[image: External link]—and subsequently certified Platinum[image: External link]—by the Recording Industry Association of America[image: External link], as well as the first soundtrack album[image: External link] in history to top the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart, while consisting entirely of previously released songs.[100][101]
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 Marvel Knights




See also: Marvel Knights[image: External link]


Named after corporate sibling Marvel Comics' imprint of the same name[image: External link], Marvel Knights is also the name given to a production arm of Marvel Studios intended to be used to produce some of Marvel's darker and lesser known titles. The first film produced under the Marvel Knights banner was Punisher: War Zone, the 2008 release that rebooted[image: External link] the Punisher franchise. In 2012, Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance was the second and final title to be released under the Marvel Knights banner.
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Stan Lee (in July 1997) Marvel Studios Chairman[15]


	
Avi Arad[image: External link]

	Marvel Films President and CEO, 1993 – August 1996

	Marvel Studios Chairman and CEO, August 1998 – May 2006





	Jerry Calabrese

	
David Maisel[image: External link]

	Chief Operating Officer, 2004 – September 2005[45]


	Vice Chairman, September 2005 - September 27, 2006[102]


	Chairman and CEO, March 2007 – 2010





	Michael Helfant, President and Chief Operating Officer, October 2005[45]


	Kevin Feige, President of Production, March 2007 – present[49]


	Tim Connors, Chief Operating Officer, December 12, 2008[103] – 2012[104]
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MVL Productions LLC: film slate subsidiary[105][106]


	
Marvel Music[image: External link] (2005–present)[107]
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Starting with the release of Spider-Man in 2002, Marvel Studios introduced its "flipbook" logo, created by Imaginary Forces.[108] This logo was accompanied with music from the film's score, sound effects or a song, to lead into the beginning of the film. This was the logo seen in front of all films until 2013, when the logo was updated with the release of Thor: The Dark World, again created by Imaginary Forces. Kevin Feige stated that since Marvel was now their own entity within The Walt Disney Company, it "felt like the time to update it and have something that is more substantial as a standalone logo in front of our features" instead of having it be accompanied by Marvel's studio or distribution partners' logos. Feige added that “We didn’t want to re-invent the wheel [with the new logo], but we wanted it to feel bigger, to feel more substantial, which is why it starts with the flip, but suddenly it’s more dimensional as we go through the lettering and it reveals itself with the metallic sheen before settling into the white-on-red, well known Marvel logo, with the added flourish of the arrival and the announcement of the Studios at the bottom of the word Marvel.”[109] Imaginary Forces used the same animation technique on the updated logo, as they did when they created the first version in 2002. They were given a few hundred comic books to select images from, ultimately choosing 120 that were "universal and not specific to one character" and created a narrative "where each image spoke to the one before it and after."[108]

The new logo appeared on all subsequent studio productions set within the Marvel Cinematic Universe through Captain America: Civil War. With the addition of the new logo, Marvel Studios also added a fanfare to accompany the logo, composed by Brian Tyler[image: External link], who wrote the scores to Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World, and Avengers: Age of Ultron.[109] It was featured on the films Thor: The Dark World, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and Guardians of the Galaxy.

In July 2016, another new logo and opening were introduced, featuring an updated fanfare, composed this time by Doctor Strange and Spider-Man: Homecoming composer Michael Giacchino[image: External link]. The new opening begins with comic book panels seen in the previous two openings, but transitions into footage and art of the characters from the Marvel Cinematic Universe films.[110] It was first seen in front of Doctor Strange.[111] The updated logo was created by Perception, who were first approached in January 2016 by Marvel to update their logo. Feige specifically requested Perception "to combine the brand and the iconic characters into a single image, showcasing the heroes within the letterforms of the Marvel logo." The Perception team settled on a concept they dubbed "How to Build a Universe", which "was designed to pay tribute to [the film making] process by touching on" how a film's origins is inspired by the comics, which then results in a script, followed by concept art, resulting in the final film. Perception looked to the initial "flipbook" logo for inspiration, and paid tribute to it in the new opening, as it opens identically to the flipbook logo. Next, the opening includes "various lines lifted directly from the script pages of various Marvel screenplays", with Perception picking "both iconic fan-favorites, as well as lines that helped establish the breadth of the Marvel Universe." To add in the concept art images, Perception looked "through a massive archive of concept art and “The Art Of…” books, to select the most iconic images for each beloved character. Utilizing the original digital paintings themselves, the Perception team animated each image being painted from scratch. The final touch was mapping this artwork onto 3D models to giving these once 2D paintings a sense of depth as the camera moves around them." Finally, over 70 pieces of footage from the 13 films that had released at that time were included, with Perception arranging them in a way they called the "vault" "where luminescent footage plays on the interior walls of the “Marvel” logotype."[112]

A new logo was introduced at the 2017 D23 Expo to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the MCU.[113]
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Main articles: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link] and List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]
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	Marvel Entertainment[image: External link]

	Marvel Productions[image: External link]

	List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]
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Dolby Theatre






The Dolby Theatre (formerly known as the Kodak Theatre) is a live-performance auditorium in the Hollywood and Highland Center[image: External link] shopping mall and entertainment complex, on Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link] and Highland Avenue[image: External link], in the Hollywood[image: External link] district of Los Angeles, United States. Since its opening on November 9, 2001, the theater has hosted the Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremonies (the Oscars), initially held there in March 2002. It is adjacent to the Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link] and the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] on nearby Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link].



TOP
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 Architecture




The theater was designed by David Rockwell[image: External link] of the Rockwell Group, with Theatre Projects Consultants, specifically with the Oscar ceremonies in mind.[3] Though the stage is one of the largest in the United States[image: External link]—roughly tied with the Edward C. Elliott Hall of Music[image: External link] at Purdue University[image: External link]—measuring 113 ft (34 m) wide and 60 ft (18 m) deep, its seating capacity[image: External link] is only about half the Hall of Music's,[2] accommodating 3,332 people.

The result of astute planning and technical design, the auditorium is particularly successful as a venue for televised theatrical performance (improving production values for American Idol and the Academy Awards). The architectural team consulted extensively with leading production personnel in Hollywood, achieving a highly functional cable infrastructure, with an underground cable bunker that crosses under the theater to truck locations on adjacent streets. Power is also substantial and accessible. The theater has a unique, Rockwell-designed cockpit in the orchestra seating area for camera, sound, and stage management.

The hall from the front entrance to the grand stairway (leading up to the theater) is flanked by storefronts, as well as Art Deco[image: External link] columns displaying the names of past recipients of the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link], with blank spaces left for future Best Picture winners, well into the 21st century. Currently the columns are set for Best Picture up to 2071. In a fashion reminiscent of Hollywood movie-making, the building is dressed[image: External link] before the Academy Awards ceremony, sometimes with a different sign on its facade, red drapery to hide its storefronts, and the famous red carpet[image: External link] running up its grand stairway.
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 History




The theater is rented to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] for weeks before Oscar night. Having hosted the awards annually since 2002, the theater is best known for this event.

During the rest of the year, it hosts numerous live concerts, awards shows, symphony performances, and other events. Artists who have appeared there include Adele[image: External link], Neil Young[image: External link], Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Elissa[image: External link], Céline Dion[image: External link], Andrea Bocelli[image: External link], Dixie Chicks[image: External link], Mariah Carey[image: External link], Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link], Alicia Keys[image: External link], Elvis Costello[image: External link], Vanilla Ice[image: External link], Joe Bonamassa[image: External link], Charice[image: External link], Philipp Kirkorov[image: External link], The Corrs[image: External link], Barry Manilow[image: External link], Prince[image: External link], The New Power Generation[image: External link], Ian Anderson[image: External link], David Gilmour[image: External link], Persian Singers such as Googoosh[image: External link] ,Siavash Ghomayshi[image: External link] ,Shohreh Solati[image: External link], Leila Forouhar[image: External link], Andy Madadian[image: External link] and Shadmehr Aghili[image: External link]. It has provided the stage for musicals, dance shows, symphony performances, and opera[image: External link].

The theater was sponsored, until February 2012, by the Eastman Kodak[image: External link] Company, which paid $75 million for naming rights[image: External link] to the building.[4] In early 2012, Eastman Kodak filed for bankruptcy[image: External link] protection, and thus ended its naming-rights deal. Then, the theater's name was temporarily changed to The Hollywood and Highland Center,[5] at the suggestion of the venue's landlord.[6] On May 1, 2012, it was announced that the venue would be renamed the Dolby Theatre, after Dolby Laboratories signed a 20-year naming-rights deal.[7] Dolby updated the sound system first by installing Dolby Atmos[image: External link]. The company plans to continue updating the auditorium with newer technologies as they become available.[8]

From September 2011 until early 2013, the venue was home to the permanent Los Angeles Cirque du Soleil[image: External link] show, Iris[image: External link], an acrobatic journey through the world of cinema, featuring an original score by Danny Elfman[image: External link].[9] The show made significant changes to the theater, including adding lifts deep under the original floor. It was announced on November 29, 2012 that Iris would close on January 19, 2013 after only two seasons, due to lack of profit.[9] After hosting the Academy Awards[image: External link] on February 24, 2013, the theater reopened for touring acts and headliners.

As of 2016, the theatre hosts the live shows of America's Got Talent[image: External link]. It also hosts the America's Got Talent Holiday Spectacular[image: External link] that broadcasts live during the Christmas season.
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, a publisher of American comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company acquired Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications[image: External link], and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics[image: External link]. The Marvel branding began 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko, and many others.

Among Marvel's most well-known characters[image: External link] are superheroes such as Spider-Man[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], the Hulk, Thor, Iron Man, Captain America, Daredevil[image: External link], Black Panther, and Captain Marvel[image: External link], including such teams[image: External link] as the Avengers, the X-Men[image: External link], the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and antagonists[image: External link] such as Venom[image: External link], Doctor Doom[image: External link], the Red Skull, the Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos, Ultron, Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], and Loki[image: External link]. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with most locations mirroring real-life places; many major characters are based in New York City[image: External link].[2][3]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timely Publications




Main article: Timely Comics[image: External link]


Pulp-magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link] founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[4][5] Goodman, who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor[image: External link], and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman (Martin's brother)[6] officially listed as publisher.[5]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics[image: External link] #1 (cover dated[image: External link] Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] the Human Torch[image: External link], and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[7] among other features.[4] The issue was a great success; it and a second printing the following month sold a combined nearly 900,000 copies.[8] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[4] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon, teamed with artist Jack Kirby to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[9] Captain America, in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[8] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[10][11]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon[image: External link] appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer[image: External link], Miss America[image: External link], the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision[image: External link], and the Angel[image: External link]. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[12][13] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[14] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[15] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[16] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II[image: External link]. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[11] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[17]
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 Atlas Comics




Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)[image: External link]


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[18] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[19] on comics cover-dated[image: External link] November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[20] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[21]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[22] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (similar to Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores[image: External link] and Dick Ayers[image: External link], variously), the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America (writer Stan Lee, artist John Romita Sr.[image: External link]). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[23]
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 Marvel Comics




The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated[image: External link] June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[24] Then, in the wake of DC Comics[image: External link]' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and other members of the team the Justice League of America[image: External link], Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee revolutionized superhero[image: External link] comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961),[25] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[26] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something with which many readers could identify.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby's Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[27] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[28]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:

All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[31] In 2009, writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[32]

In addition to Spider-Man[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk, Thor, Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man, the X-Men[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], Black Panther, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Galactus[image: External link], Loki[image: External link], the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh[image: External link] (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[33]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[19] Late that year, he sold Marvel Comics and its parent company, Magazine Management, to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[34] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[19]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man[image: External link] story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[35]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher.[36] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[36] for a brief time.[37] During his time as president, he appointed his associate editor, prolific writer Roy Thomas[image: External link], as editor-in-chief. Thomas added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[36]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code published titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] in 1970,[38] Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint.

Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics[image: External link] in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[39] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[40]

In 1973, Perfect Film and Chemical renamed itself as Cadence Industries and renamed Magazine Management as Marvel Comics Group.[41] Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[42] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel ventured into audio in 1975 with a radio series and a record, both had Stan Lee as narrator. The radio series was Fantastic Four[image: External link]. The record was Spider-Man: Rock Reflections of a Superhero concept album for music fans.[43]

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four[image: External link] panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby, the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics[image: External link].[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46] During this time, Marvel and the Iowa-based Register and Tribune Syndicate[image: External link] launched a number of syndicated comic strips[image: External link] — The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], Howard the Duck[image: External link], Conan the Barbarian[image: External link], and The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]. None of the strips lasted past 1982, except for The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], which is still being published.

In 1978, Jim Shooter[image: External link] became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s run on Daredevil[image: External link] became critical and commercial successes.[47] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[48] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars[image: External link]; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe[image: External link] line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics[image: External link], a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[49] with titles and limited series[image: External link] such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman[image: External link], and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link], was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[50]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[image: External link] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099[image: External link] line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline[image: External link] imprint of superhero[image: External link] comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[51][52] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the Marvel Universe[image: External link].

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] ( X-Men[image: External link]), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] ( Wolverine[image: External link]), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] (Uncanny X-Men[image: External link]) — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][53] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[54] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[54][55][56][57][57][58][59][excessive citations[image: External link]] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[60] but also integrating the Ultraverse[image: External link] into Marvel's multiverse[image: External link] and ownership of the Genesis Universe[image: External link].

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[61] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][62][63] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[50] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[64]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[65]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[66] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.
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 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] bought Marvel Entertainment Group to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises[image: External link].[50] With his business partner Avi Arad[image: External link], publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] helped stabilize the comics line.[67]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link]; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil[image: External link],[68] Inhumans[image: External link] and Black Panther.

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints[image: External link], such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures[image: External link] (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe[image: External link] imprint, Ultimate Marvel[image: External link], that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1997, Blade movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man, beginning in 2002.[69]

Marvel's Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] title stopped in 1993 after 275 issues. The Savage Sword of Conan magazine had 235 issues. Marvel published additional titles including miniseries until 2000 for a total of 650 issues. Conan was pick up by Dark Horse three years later.[38]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[70] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[71] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[72]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[73]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[74] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics[image: External link], by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[75][76]
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 Disney conglomerate unit




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[77] or $4.2 billion,[78] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[77] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics[image: External link] shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[79] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[80]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen[image: External link] imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[81] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[82]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures[image: External link] imprint in March 2012,[83] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[84] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[85] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW![image: External link], a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[86][87] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[88]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC[image: External link], a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[89] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[78] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics[image: External link] would once again be published by Marvel.[90]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars[image: External link]" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link].[91]

Marvel Legacy was the company's Fall 2017 relaunch banner starting in September. The banner had comics with lenticular[image: External link] variant covers which required comic book stores to double their regular issue order to be able to order the variants. The owner of two Comix Experience stores complained about the set up of forcing retailers to be stuck with copies they cannot sell for the variant that they can sell. With other complaints too, Marvel did adjust down requirements for new titles no adjustment was made for any other. Thus MyComicShop.com[image: External link] and at least 70 other comic book stores were boycotting these variant covers.[92] With a handful of Marvel movies, Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, Logan, Thor: Ragnarok and Spider-Man: Homecoming, in theaters, none of those characters' titles were in the top 10 and even the Guardians of the Galaxy comic book series was canceled. Thus films do not have an impact on comic book sales.[93] Conan Properties International announced on January 12, 2018 that Conan would return to Marvel in early 2019.[38]

On January 19, 2018, it was announced that there would be big changes in Marvel Comics to expect from the deal between 21st Century Fox[image: External link] and the Walt Disney Company.[94]
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 Officers





	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[95] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[96]


	
Stan Lee, Chairman and Publisher (1986)[96]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[96]


	
Jim Shooter[image: External link], vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[96]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[5]–?

	
Martin Goodman[image: External link], ?–1972[36]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[36]


	
Stan Lee, 1972 – October 1996[36][37][95]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[95]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[95]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[95]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–[97] 2018

	John Nee, 2018-present[98]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco[image: External link] with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:

Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].
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 Executive Editors




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] ?–1976

	Jim Shooter, January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[101]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link], 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link], 1987–1994, senior editor: 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic 1989–1994,[99] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], early '90s – 1994[99]


	Bobbie Chase, 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link], 2007–present[102]


	Axel Alonso, 2010 – January 2011[103]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises[image: External link]

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company)
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[5][104] where it originated as Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][104]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[104]


	575 Madison Avenue;[104]


	387 Park Avenue South[104]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][104]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][104]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[105][106]
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 Market share




In 2017, Marvel held a 38.30% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics[image: External link]' 33.93%.[107] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[108]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios, while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[109] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[110]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[111] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[112]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [113] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder[image: External link] (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[114] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man[image: External link] mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint[image: External link] Marvel Press[image: External link].[115] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[114] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[116]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man, the Hulk, the Avengers, the X-Men, Fantastic Four, the Guardians of the Galaxy, Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, Iron Fist, the Punisher, the Defenders, S.H.I.E.L.D., Peggy Carter, Deadpool, Legion, and others. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed its characters for theme parks and attractions, including Marvel Super Hero Island at Universal Orlando[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link][117] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers, as well as The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man[image: External link] ride cloned from Islands of Adventure to Universal Studios Japan[image: External link].[118]

Years after Disney purchased Marvel in late 2009, Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[119][120] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction.[121][122] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[123] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[117] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] from Guardians of the Galaxy[124][125]
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 Imprints





	Disney Kingdoms[78]


	Marvel Comics

	
Marvel Press[image: External link], joint imprint with Disney Books Group[image: External link]


	
Icon Comics[image: External link] (creator owned)

	Infinite Comics

	Timely Comics[image: External link]
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 Defunct






	Amalgam Comics[image: External link]

	CrossGen[image: External link]

	Curtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine Group

	Marvel Monsters Group





	
Epic Comics[image: External link] (creator owned) (1982–2004)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] (1992–1998)

	Marvel Absurd[image: External link]

	Marvel Age/Adventures[image: External link]

	Marvel Books[image: External link]

	Marvel Edge[image: External link]

	Marvel Knights[image: External link]

	Marvel Illustrated[image: External link]

	Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link]

	Marvel Music[image: External link]

	Marvel Next[image: External link]

	Marvel Noir[image: External link]

	
Marvel UK[image: External link]

	Marvel Frontier





	MAX[image: External link]

	MC2[image: External link]

	New Universe[image: External link]

	
Paramount Comics[image: External link] (co-owned with Viacom[image: External link]'s Paramount Pictures[image: External link])

	Razorline[image: External link]

	Star Comics[image: External link]

	Tsunami[image: External link]

	Ultimate Comics[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of magazines released by Marvel Comics in the 1970s[image: External link]

	List of comics characters which originated in other media[image: External link]

	Panini Comics[image: External link]

	Soleil Productions[image: External link]
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 Notes







	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz or Irwin Donenfeld of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher Martin Goodman (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44
Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee, to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books, 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [sic] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Captain America: The First Avenger






Captain America: The First Avenger is a 2011 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[a] It is the fifth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Joe Johnston[image: External link], written by the writing team of Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely, and stars Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America, alongside Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link], Hugo Weaving[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link], Sebastian Stan, Dominic Cooper[image: External link], Neal McDonough[image: External link], Derek Luke[image: External link], and Stanley Tucci[image: External link]. Set predominantly during World War II[image: External link], Captain America: The First Avenger tells the story of Steve Rogers, a sickly man from Brooklyn[image: External link] who is transformed into super-soldier Captain America and must stop the Red Skull, who intends to use an artifact called the " Tesseract[image: External link]" as an energy-source for world domination.

Captain America: The First Avenger began as a concept in 1997 and was scheduled for distribution by Artisan Entertainment[image: External link]. However, a lawsuit, not settled until September 2003, disrupted the project. In 2005, Marvel Studios received a loan from Merrill Lynch[image: External link], and planned to finance and release it through Paramount Pictures. Directors Jon Favreau[image: External link] and Louis Leterrier[image: External link] were interested in directing the project before Johnston was approached in 2008. The principal characters were cast between March and June 2010. Production of Captain America: The First Avenger began in June 2010, and filming took place in London[image: External link], Manchester[image: External link], Caerwent[image: External link], and Liverpool[image: External link] in the United Kingdom, and Los Angeles in the United States. The film was converted to 3D[image: External link] in post-production.

Captain America: The First Avenger premiered in Hollywood[image: External link] on July 19, 2011, and was released in the United States on July 22, 2011. The film was commercially successful, grossing over $370 million worldwide, and received positive reviews, praising the 1940s time period, Johnston's direction, and Evans' performance, though some felt the film did not serve any other purpose than to set up The Avengers[image: External link]. A sequel titled Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released on April 4, 2014, and a third film titled Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016.
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In the present day, scientists in the Arctic uncover an old, frozen aircraft. In March 1942, Nazi officer Johann Schmidt and his men steal a mysterious relic called the Tesseract,[b] which possesses untold powers, from the town of Tønsberg[image: External link] in German-occupied Norway[image: External link].

In New York City[image: External link], Steve Rogers is rejected for World War II[image: External link] military recruitment because of various health and physical problems. While attending an exhibition of future technologies with his friend, Sgt. James "Bucky" Barnes, Rogers again attempts to enlist. Overhearing Rogers' conversation with Barnes about wanting to help in the war, Dr. Abraham Erskine[image: External link] allows Rogers to enlist. He is recruited into the Strategic Scientific Reserve as part of a " super-soldier[image: External link]" experiment under Erskine, Col. Chester Phillips[image: External link], and British agent Peggy Carter. Phillips is unconvinced by Erskine's claims that Rogers is the right person for the procedure but relents after seeing Rogers commit an act of self-sacrificing bravery. The night before the treatment, Erskine reveals to Rogers that Schmidt underwent an imperfect version of the procedure and suffered permanent side-effects.

Schmidt and Dr. Arnim Zola harness the energies of the Tesseract, intending to use the power to fuel Zola's inventions, mounting an offensive that will change the world. Schmidt discovers Erskine's location and dispatches assassin Heinz Kruger[image: External link] to kill him. Erskine subjects Rogers to the super-soldier treatment, injecting him with a special serum and dosing him with "vita-rays". After Rogers emerges from the experiment taller and more muscular, an undercover Kruger kills Erskine and flees. Rogers pursues and captures Kruger, but the assassin avoids interrogation by committing suicide with a cyanide[image: External link] capsule. With Erskine dead and his super-soldier formula lost, U.S. Senator Brandt has Rogers tour the nation in a colorful costume as "Captain America" to promote war bonds[image: External link] while scientists study him and attempt to rediscover the formula. In 1943, while on tour in Italy[image: External link] performing for active servicemen, Rogers learns that Barnes' unit was MIA[image: External link] in a battle against Schmidt's forces. Refusing to believe that Barnes is dead, Rogers has Carter and engineer Howard Stark fly him behind enemy lines to mount a solo rescue attempt. Rogers infiltrates the fortress of Schmidt's Nazi division Hydra, freeing Barnes and the other prisoners. Rogers confronts Schmidt, who removes a mask to reveal a red, skull-like visage that earned him the sobriquet[image: External link] "the Red Skull". Schmidt escapes and Rogers returns to base with the freed soldiers.

Rogers recruits Barnes, Dum Dum Dugan[image: External link], Gabe Jones[image: External link], Jim Morita[image: External link], James Montgomery Falsworth[image: External link], and Jacques Dernier[image: External link] to attack other known Hydra bases. Stark outfits Rogers with advanced equipment, most notably a circular shield made of vibranium, a rare, nearly indestructible metal. Rogers and his team sabotage various Hydra operations. The team later assaults a train carrying Zola. Rogers and Jones succeed in capturing Zola, but Barnes falls from the train to his assumed death.[c] Using information extracted from Zola, the final Hydra stronghold is located, and Rogers leads an attack to stop Schmidt from using weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] on major American cities. Rogers climbs aboard Schmidt's aircraft as it takes off. During the subsequent fight, the Tesseract's container is damaged. Schmidt physically handles the Tesseract, causing him to dissolve in a bright light. The Tesseract burns through the plane and is lost in the ocean. Seeing no way to land the plane without the risk of detonating its weapons, Rogers crashes it in the Arctic. Stark later recovers the Tesseract from the ocean floor but is unable to locate Rogers or the aircraft, presuming him dead.

Rogers awakens in a 1940s-style hospital room. Deducing from an anachronistic[image: External link] radio broadcast that something is wrong, he flees outside and finds himself in present-day Times Square[image: External link], where S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury informs him that he has been "asleep" for nearly 70 years. In a post-credits scene, Fury approaches Rogers and proposes a mission with worldwide ramifications.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:

A frail, sickly young man who is enhanced to the peak of human ability by an experimental serum in order to aid the United States war effort[image: External link].[10] Evans, who previously worked with Marvel as the Human Torch[image: External link] in the Fantastic Four film series, said he declined the part three times before signing a six-picture deal with Marvel, explaining that, "At the time, I remember telling a buddy of mine, 'If the movie bombs, I'm f—-ed [sic]. If the movie hits, I'm f—-ed!' I was just scared. I realized my whole decision-making process was fear-based, and you never want to make a decision out of fear. I can't believe I was almost too chicken to play Captain America."[11] Evans ultimately agreed to the role, saying, "I think Marvel is doing a lot of good things right now, and it's a fun character. ... I think the story of Steve Rogers is great. He's a great guy. Even if it [were] just a script about anybody, I would probably want to do it. So it wasn't necessarily about the comic itself."[12] Regarding the extent of the character's abilities Evans remarked, "He would crush the Olympics[image: External link]. Any Olympic sport he's gonna dominate. He can jump higher, run faster, lift stronger weight, but he can be injured. He could roll an ankle and be out for the season. He's not perfect, he's not untouchable. So a lot of the effects, if I'm going to punch someone they're not going to put them on a cable and fly them back 50 feet, but he's going to go down, probably not getting back up, which I think humanizes it. It makes it something that, again, I think everyone can relate to a little bit more, which I really like."[13] Theater actor Leander Deeny was the body double[image: External link] in some shots for Steve Rogers' pre-transformation physique as well as appearing as a bartender.[14][15]


	
Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link] as Chester Phillips[image: External link]:

A colonel in the United States Army and member of the Strategic Scientific Reserve who heads the project to create super soldiers. The character was updated from the comics, where Phillips was the one to recruit Rogers to join Project Rebirth that made him Captain America.[16] Jones described the character as "the one you've seen in a thousand movies: the gruff, skeptical officer overseeing a team of talented, slightly sarcastic, specially talented soldiers".[17]


	
Hugo Weaving[image: External link] as Johann Schmidt / Red Skull:

Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s head of advanced weaponry and commander of the terrorist organization Hydra[image: External link], whose own plan for world domination involves harnessing the power of the magical object known as the Tesseract.[11][18][19][20] Weaving stated that he patterned Red Skull's accent on those of Werner Herzog[image: External link] and Klaus Maria Brandauer[image: External link].[21] About the character, Weaving remarked, "I think the major difference between Skull and Cap, they've both had the serum, and the serum seems to augment certain qualities that each of them have. Cap is much more in tune with other people I think. Schmidt is in tune with himself, and his own needs, and his own ego, so I suppose it augments that. From that point of view, they're quite opposite."[22]


	
Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as Peggy Carter:

An officer with the Strategic Scientific Reserve who works with Phillips on the super soldier project. Regarding her preparation for the role, she said, "I'm training at the moment six days a week to make her a bit more military and make it convincing that I could kick butt."[23] About the character, Atwell stated, "I likened her character to that famous Ginger Rogers[image: External link] quote. She can do everything Captain America can do, but backwards and in high heels. She's an English soldier through and through, although she always looks fabulous. She might stand there with a machine-gun shooting Nazis, but she's obviously gone to the loo beforehand and applied a bit of lipstick. She doesn't need to be rescued. That's exciting to me – her strength."[24] She added, "I think she's quite stubborn, a slightly frustrated woman who struggles with being a woman in that time. But more importantly she's a modern woman and she sees something in Captain America that she relates to, and becomes kindred spirits. He treats her very differently to how she's been treated by lots of men, in this kind of dominated world she lives in. So she's very much a fighter."[25]


	
Sebastian Stan as James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes:

A sergeant in the United States Army, Rogers' best friend and member of his squad of commandos. Stan has signed on for "five or six pictures".[26] He revealed that he did not know anything about the comic books, but watched a lot of documentaries and films about World War II in preparation for the role, calling Band of Brothers[image: External link] "very helpful". About the role, Stan stated, "Steve Rogers and Bucky are both orphans and kind of like brothers. They kind of grow up together and look after each other. It's a very human, relatable thing... I also wanted to look out for how their relationship changes once Steve Rogers becomes Captain America. There's always a competition and they're always one-upping each other. I paid attention to how Bucky is affected by Steve's change and suddenly Steve is this leader".[27]


	
Dominic Cooper[image: External link] as Howard Stark:

The father of Tony Stark, who worked on various government projects dating back to the World War II era.[28][29] About the role, Cooper stated, "It's an opportunity where you can see his future because I know the guy who becomes my son and I see myself as an older version in Iron Man 2 which is great for an actor to have those tools. All I know of him is that he's a fantastic engineer and inventor and a very slick Howard Hughes[image: External link] type that's into aviation and women!"[30]


	
Neal McDonough[image: External link] as Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan[image: External link]:

A member of Steve Rogers' squad of commandos. McDonough said he grew Dugan's trademark mustache and wore the character's signature bowler hat[image: External link]. About his role in the film he remarked, "Oh, I'm going to see a lot of action. [I'm] the go-to guy, so I'm very happy with that."[31]


	
Derek Luke[image: External link] as Gabe Jones[image: External link]:

A member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Luke said he was cast without a script or much of a description of the character. As to why he took the part, "I just believed that Marvel was doing some really great work, great messages in films. The good versus evil and I was just like, 'How can I be down?'"[32]


	
Stanley Tucci[image: External link] as Abraham Erskine[image: External link]:

The scientist who created the Super Soldier Serum.[33] Tucci said that what drew him to the role was the opportunity to do a German accent, which was something he always wanted to try.[34]




Samuel L. Jackson reprises his role as Nick Fury, the director of the super-spy agency, S.H.I.E.L.D.[35] Kenneth Choi[image: External link] appears as Jim Morita[image: External link], a Japanese-American[image: External link] member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Choi said he was the last actor to audition for the part and that he read sides from Saving Private Ryan. About his preparation for the role, Choi said, "[I] did a lot of WWII research especially in regards to the ' Nisei[image: External link]' soldiers, or Japanese-American soldiers. I wanted to get as much true, real-life information for a guy like Jim Morita fighting in WWII. I felt that if I had built a factual basis for him, I could then let go and permit the character to exist in the Marvel Universe, which allows for a lot of imaginative circumstances."[36] Bruno Ricci stars as Jacques Dernier[image: External link], a French member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Ricci auditioned for and got the part while filming the French series The Hawk.[37] JJ Feild[image: External link] appears as James Montgomery Falsworth[image: External link], a British member of Rogers' squad of commandos. Feild called his part in the film "a very physical job. I play one of the Captain's sidekicks so I've been running around shooting things and blowing things up and trying to look cool for about a year."[38] Additionally, Toby Jones[image: External link] was cast as Arnim Zola, a biochemist[image: External link] for the Nazi party[image: External link],[39] Richard Armitage[image: External link] portrays Heinz Kruger[image: External link], the Red Skull's top assassin,[40] Lex Shrapnel[image: External link] portrays Gilmore Hodge[image: External link], a candidate for the super soldier program,[41] Michael Brandon[image: External link] portrays Brandt, a United States Senator who recognizes the PR[image: External link] potential of Captain America,[42] Natalie Dormer[image: External link] portrays Lorraine, a private[image: External link] who attempts to seduce Rogers,[43] and Jenna Coleman[image: External link] appears as Connie, Bucky's date at the World Expo.[44] Jeff Goldblum[image: External link] had originally been approached to play Brandt, before being cast as Grandmaster[image: External link] in Thor: Ragnarok.[45] Stan Lee has a cameo appearance[image: External link] as a general[image: External link].[46]
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In April 1997, Marvel was in negotiations with Mark Gordon[image: External link] and Gary Levinsohn[image: External link] to produce Captain America, and Larry Wilson and Leslie Bohem[image: External link] were set to write a script.[48] In May 2000, Marvel teamed with Artisan Entertainment[image: External link] to help finance the film.[49] However, a lawsuit arose between Marvel Comics and Joe Simon over the ownership of Captain America copyrights, disrupting the development process of the film. The lawsuit was eventually settled in September 2003.[50] In 2005, Marvel received a $525 million investment from Merrill Lynch[image: External link], allowing them to independently produce ten films, including Captain America. Paramount Pictures[image: External link] agreed to distribute the film.[49][51][52] Originally, the film would stand alone; producer Kevin Feige said "about half" the movie would be set during World War II before moving into the modern day.[53] Producer Avi Arad[image: External link] said, "The biggest opportunity with Captain America is as a man 'out of time', coming back today, looking at our world through the eyes of someone who thought the perfect world was small-town United States. Sixty years go by, and who are we today? Are we better?" He cited the Back to the Future trilogy[image: External link] as an influence, and claimed he had "someone in mind to be the star, and definitely someone in mind to be the director".[54] In February 2006, Arad hoped to have a summer 2008 theatrical release date.[55] Jon Favreau[image: External link] approached Arad to direct the film as a comedy, but he chose to make Iron Man instead.[56] In April 2006, David Self[image: External link] was hired to write the script.[57] He explained that Captain America was his favorite superhero as a child because "my dad told me I could one day be Captain America".[58] Joe Johnston[image: External link] met with Marvel to discuss directing the film.[59]

Captain America was put on hold during the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link]. However, in January 2008, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] reached an interim comprehensive agreement with the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] that would put writers immediately back to work on various projects that were under the company's development.[60] On May 5, 2008 (after the success of Iron Man), Marvel announced the film The First Avenger: Captain America (the working title) for release in May 6, 2011 (before being pushed back to July 22).[61] Louis Leterrier[image: External link], director of The Incredible Hulk, viewed some of the concept art being created for the film and was impressed enough to offer his services, but Marvel turned him down.[62] Johnston finally signed on in November 2008,[59] and he hired Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] to rewrite.[63] Feige cited Johnston's directorial work on October Sky[image: External link] and The Rocketeer[image: External link] and his special effects work on the original Star Wars[image: External link] trilogy to explain why he was an appropriate choice. Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] was an influence on the film, because they hoped the film would not feel like a period piece.[64]

When asked whether anti-US sentiments would affect the film's box office, Feige said, "Marvel is perceived pretty well around the world right now, and I think putting another uber-Marvel hero into the worldwide box office would be a good thing. ... We have to deal with much the same way that Captain America, when thawed from the Arctic ice, entered a world that he didn't recognize," similar to the way Stan Lee and Jack Kirby reintroduced the character in the 1960s.[53] Likewise, Arad noted, "Captain America stands for freedom for all democracies, for hope all around the world. He was created to stop tyranny and the idea of stopping tyranny is important today as it was then. So I think that we will have some interesting challenges but at the end of the day if the movie is terrific and the movie talks to the world, it's not about one place, it's about the world and I think [on] that basis it will be very successful."[65] Later, after the election of US President Barack Obama[image: External link], Feige commented, "The idea of change and hope has permeated the country, regardless of politics, and that includes Hollywood. Discussions in all our development meetings include the zeitgeist[image: External link] and how it's changed in the last two weeks. Things are being adjusted".[66]
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 Pre-production




In December 2009, director Joe Johnston indicated that he planned to start filming in April 2010.[67] In a separate interview that month, he described the film's pre-production: "Rick Heinrichs[image: External link] is production-designing[image: External link] and we're set up down in Manhattan Beach[image: External link], California. ... We have eight or ten really talented artists, and we all just sit around all day and draw pictures and say, 'Hey, wouldn't it be cool if we could do this?' It's that phase of the production where money doesn't matter: 'Let's put all the greatest stuff up on the wall and [then later] see what we can afford.'" The film, he said, will begin "in 1942, 1943" during World War II. "The stuff in the '60s and '70s [comic books] we're sort of avoiding. We're going back to the '40s, and then forward to what they're doing with Captain America now."[68] In February 2010, Johnston stated that the Invaders will appear in "the entire second half" of the film,[69] leading fans to speculate this was the World War II-era Marvel superhero team of that name,[70] and in November Johnston refuted speculation that the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], an Invaders team-member in the comics, would be included.[71] Johnston later explained that "the Invaders" had been discussed simply as a possible name for the squad of commandos Captain America leads in the film.[70] Christopher Markus, one of the screenwriters, said the unnamed group was "called the Howling Commandos in the script, but no one says that out loud."[70]

The design as a whole tried to create technology that could be built in the 1940s, though with the added Cube technology in Hydra's case. Abandoned Nazi projects or actual vehicles from the period were used as inspiration. Daniel Simon[image: External link], who was previously responsible for many vehicle designs in Tron: Legacy[image: External link],[72] was appointed Lead Vehicle Designer.[73] Director Johnston cited Simon's book Cosmic Motors as a reason to trust his influence, saying "he's sort of the guy I wanted to be when I was designing stuff for Star Wars".[74] The Red Skull's car, for instance, was based on two Mercedes-Benz[image: External link] vehicles from the 1930s, the 540K[image: External link] and the G4[image: External link].[73]

Variety reported in March 2010 that Chris Evans was cast as Captain America and Hugo Weaving as the Red Skull;[18] Marvel Studios confirmed the latter in May.[75] Ryan Phillippe[image: External link] and John Krasinski[image: External link] were also considered for the role of Captain America.[76] In April 2010, Sebastian Stan, who had been mentioned in media accounts as a possibility for the title role, was cast as Bucky Barnes. Stan is contracted for multiple films.[26] Also in April, Marvel announced that Hayley Atwell had been cast as Peggy Carter, and that the film's name had been changed from The First Avenger: Captain America to Captain America: The First Avenger.[77] The next day it was reported that Joss Whedon[image: External link] would be rewriting the script as part of his negotiation to write and direct The Avengers[image: External link]. Whedon said in August, "I just got to make some character connections. The structure of the thing was really tight and I loved it, but there were a couple of opportunities to find his voice a little bit —and some of the other characters' — and make the connections so that you understood exactly why he wanted to be who he wanted to be. And progressing through the script to flesh it out a little bit".[78] Samuel L. Jackson revealed in an interview that he would reprise his role as Nick Fury in the film.[35]

In May, Toby Jones entered final negotiations to play Arnim Zola.[39] Iron Man director Jon Favreau said a younger Howard Stark would appear in the film, played by Dominic Cooper.[28][29] Atwell revealed that Tommy Lee Jones would have a role in the film.[79] By June, Neal McDonough was in talks to play Dum Dum Dugan.[80] Four days later, he confirmed he was taking the part.[81] The same day, Stanley Tucci joined the cast as Dr. Abraham Erskine, the scientist who created the super-soldier serum.[33] In November 2013, McDonough revealed that he is signed to appear in multiple projects for Marvel, not limited to films.[82]
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 Filming




Principal photography began on June 28, 2010,[83] with the working title FrostBite.[84] On the same day, Marvel confirmed that Tommy Lee Jones had been cast to play US Army Colonel Chester Phillips.[16] The next day Marvel confirmed that Dominic Cooper would portray the younger version of Howard Stark, the character played by John Slattery in Iron Man 2.[85] It was announced that the film would shoot in London[image: External link] in late July and was expected to include scenes featuring key London landmarks.[86] War scenes were filmed in September at the former Royal Navy Propellant Factory[image: External link] in the Welsh[image: External link] village of Caerwent[image: External link].[87][88] Filming was scheduled to take place that month in the Northern Quarter[image: External link] of Manchester, where parts of the 2004 film Alfie[image: External link] and the 2009 Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] had been shot,[89] followed by the Stanley Dock[image: External link] area of Liverpool[image: External link], both doubling for the period's Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link].[90] Further scenes were scheduled to be shot in Liverpool's Albert Dock[image: External link].[91] Johnston included a scene of a technology fair that includes in passing a display case containing the 1940s android superhero known as the original Human Torch[image: External link], another character, like Captain America, in comics published by Marvel Comics' predecessor, Timely Comics[image: External link].[92]

In July 2010, Marvel Studios head Kevin Feige said that both this film and Thor would be released in 3-D[image: External link].[93] Johnston did a one-day test shooting with a 3-D rig, rather than shooting in 2-D[image: External link] and converting, and found it "a nightmare" due to bulky gear, calibration issues and restricted filmmaking options. Nevertheless, he said he believes 3-D is "a new challenge and it's exciting". Feige insisted that the conversion would not compromise the film's image quality, as the decision to release the film in 3-D was made early in development, and that "an unprecedented amount of time" would be devoted to the conversion process, to render all the film's visual effects in true 3-D.[93]
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 Post-production




In November 2010, Stanley Tucci stated that he had completed filming his scenes and that the rest of the production would wrap in about three weeks.[94] In February 2011, it was announced that Alan Silvestri[image: External link] had been chosen to compose the film score[image: External link].[95] In March 2011, it was reported that Captain America: The First Avenger would be undergoing reshoots in the United Kingdom and in Los Angeles in April 2011.[96][97] A scene was also filmed in New York City's Times Square on April 23, 2011.[98]

The film features nearly 1,600 visual effects shots, which were split between thirteen different companies.[99] To achieve the appearance of the skinny, pre-serum Steve Rogers, director Joe Johnston stated that he used two major techniques:

Captain America's shield, which serves as both a defensive tool and a weapon, came in four types: metal, fiberglass[image: External link], rubber, and computer graphics[image: External link] (CG).[99] Prop master Barry Gibbs specified that "We had the 'hero shield,' which was made of aluminum, for our beauty shots [and] close-up work. We then created a lighter shield that was aluminum-faced with a fiberglass back, for use on a daily basis. ... And then we had a stunt shield made of polyurethane[image: External link], which is sort of a synthetic rubber ... and we made an ultrasoft one we put on [Evans'] back, so that if there were an accident, it wouldn't hurt him."[70] Visual effects supervisor Christopher Townsend said Evans "would practice swinging the practical shield so he knew the arc and the speed at which he should move. We would take the shield from him and shoot the scene with him miming it. Then we would add in a CG shield".[99]

Hugo Weaving, who portrayed the Red Skull, wore a latex mask conceived by prosthetic makeup designer David White. The visual effects team had to manipulate his face considerably, as the mask was bulky and they wanted to make it look like tight skin wrapped around a very bony structure. They thinned out Weaving's cheeks and lower lip, hollowed out his eyes, and removed his eyelashes and nose to make him appear more like the Red Skull character.[99]

Closing credits[image: External link] were created by visual effects firm Rok!t by means of 3-D and stereoscopic processing that used iconic American war propaganda, such as James Montgomery Flagg[image: External link]'s Uncle Sam[image: External link] recruitment poster from World War I and J. Howard Miller[image: External link]'s "We Can Do It![image: External link]" poster from World War II.[101]
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 Music




Further information: Captain America: The First Avenger (soundtrack) and Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe


The soundtrack album for Captain America: The First Avenger includes the original score by Alan Silvestri, as well as an original song "Star Spangled Man" with music composed by Alan Menken[image: External link] and lyrics by David Zippel[image: External link]. The soundtrack was recorded at Air Studios[image: External link] in London and released by Walt Disney Records[image: External link] on July 19, 2011.[102]
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 Release




The world premiere of Captain America: The First Avenger was held on July 19, 2011, at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood[image: External link], California[image: External link].[103] The film was screened at the San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] on July 21, 2011.[104] It was commercially released in the United States and Canada on July 22, 2011.[105][106]

Paramount opted against altering the American-centric title when distributing to foreign territories, instead offering international markets a choice between the official title and the alternative The First Avenger. Many international distributors chose to retain the original title, believing the franchise name to be more identifiable than the alternative, and that the latter would risk losing ticket sales. Three countries chose the alternative title: Russia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], and Ukraine[image: External link]. An "insider" speaking to The New York Times[image: External link] explained that the name change in these countries stemmed from cultural and political concerns, though Marvel and Paramount both declined to state an official reason.[107] In July 2011, it was thought that the film would not be released in China because of a policy limiting the number of foreign films screened there each year,[107] but it eventually opened there in the second weekend of September.[108]

Days before the film's release, a teaser trailer for The Avengers that served as a post-credits scene of Captain America: The First Avenger was briefly leaked online. Entertainment Weekly speculated it came from a preview screening and described the footage as "shaky, fuzzy, flickering and obviously filmed on a cell phone".[109]
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 Marketing




At the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con International, some footage that had been shot in the previous week was shown at the San Diego Convention Center[image: External link].[21] The first television advertisement aired during Super Bowl XLV[image: External link] on the Fox[image: External link] network in the United States. Paramount paid $3 million to run the 30-second advertisement.[110] The first full trailer was released in March 2011.[111] In May 2011, the USO[image: External link] girls from the film performed aboard the USS  Intrepid[image: External link] at the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum[image: External link] as a part of the 2011 Fleet Week[image: External link] celebration in New York City.[112] In June 2011, Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link] and Baskin-Robbins[image: External link] teamed with Marvel to search for real-life super-soldiers. The contest sought nominations for veterans or active U.S. servicepersons making a difference where they live or serve.[113] In July 2011, Paramount Pictures promoted the film during an Independence Day[image: External link] celebration hosted by the Chicago White Sox[image: External link].[114] Promotional partners include Harley-Davidson, Dunkin' Donuts and Baskin-Robbins.[115]

In February 2011, Marvel Comics launched the eight-issue digital comic[image: External link] Captain America: First Vengeance, on the same day as the first trailer aired. Written by Fred Van Lente[image: External link] and featuring a rotation of artists, the story is set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Each of the eight issues focuses on a specific character from the movie, heroes and villains alike, and what brought them to the point where the movie begins.[116]

Sega[image: External link] announced a video game tie-in[image: External link] titled Captain America: Super Soldier, that was released in 2011 for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3[image: External link], Wii[image: External link] and Nintendo DS[image: External link].[117] Marvel released the mobile game[image: External link], Captain America: Sentinel of Liberty, in July 2011.[118] A toy line was released as well.[119]
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 Home media




Captain America: The First Avenger was released on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on October 25, 2011. The three-disc set includes the film on Blu-ray in high-definition 3D and in high definition 2D, as well as on standard definition DVD with a digital copy. The two-disc Blu-ray/DVD combo pack includes a high-definition presentation of the film and a standard-definition presentation with a digital copy. Both sets include over an hour of bonus material, including the short film A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer, a sneak peek of The Avengers, six behind-the-scenes featurettes, and deleted scenes with commentary by director Joe Johnston, director of photography Shelly Johnson and editor Jeff Ford.[120] In its first week of release, Captain America: The First Avenger topped the Blu-ray and DVD sales charts, selling 1.54 million Blu-ray units and 726,000 DVD units and making a combined total of $52.6 million.[121][122]

The film was also collected in a 10-disc box set[image: External link] titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One – Avengers Assembled[image: External link]" which includes all of the Phase One[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.[123] It was released on April 2, 2013.[124][125]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Box office




Captain America: The First Avenger earned $176.7 million in North America and $193.9 million internationally, for a worldwide total of $370.6 million.[6]

Captain America: The First Avenger opened on July 22, 2011, in the United States and earned $4 million in midnight showings, outgrossing other 2011 original superhero films like Thor and Green Lantern[image: External link] as well as the prequel X-Men: First Class, which all made between $3.25 million and $3.5 million in Friday midnights.[126] On Friday, the film opened at the number one spot at the American and Canadian box office with $25.7 million.[127] It then went on to make $65.1 million in what was the second highest-grossing opening weekend for a superhero film in 2011, behind Thor ($65.7 million).[128] Captain America: The First Avenger is the third highest-grossing motion picture set during the World War II era, after Saving Private Ryan[image: External link] and Pearl Harbor[image: External link].[129]
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The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 80% approval rating with an average rating of 7/10 based on 252 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "With plenty of pulpy action, a pleasantly retro vibe, and a handful of fine performances, Captain America is solidly old-fashioned blockbuster entertainment."[130] Metacritic, which assigns a weighted average[image: External link] score, rated the film 66 out of 100 based on 43 reviews from critics indicating "generally favorable" reviews.[131] Audiences surveyed by Cinemascore gave the film an "A-" rating.[132]

Roger Moore of the Orlando Sentinel[image: External link] gave Captain America: The First Avenger a positive review, saying, "Johnston has delivered a light, clever and deftly balanced adventure picture with real lump in the throat nostalgia, with Nazis – who make the best villains, and with loving references to Star Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark.'"[133] Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times remarked, "I enjoyed the movie. I appreciated the 1940s period settings and costumes, which were a break with the usual generic cityscapes. I admired the way that director Joe Johnston propelled the narrative. I got a sense of a broad story, rather than the impression of a series of sensational set pieces. If Marvel is wise, it will take this and Iron Man as its templates".[134] A. O. Scott of The New York Times declared it "pretty good fun".[135]

Karina Longworth[image: External link] of The Village Voice[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, calling it "[A] hokey, hacky, two-hour-plus exercise in franchise transition/price gouging, complete with utterly unnecessary post-converted 3-D".[136] Peter Debruge of Variety said, "Captain America: The First Avenger plays like a by-the-numbers prequel for Marvel Studios' forthcoming The Avengers movie".[137] Kirk Honeycutt of The Hollywood Reporter had mixed feelings about the film, writing, "As the last Marvel prequel that includes two Iron Man and Incredible Hulk movies before next summer's The Avengers, this one feels perhaps a little too simplistic and routine".[138]
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 Sequels




Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]
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 Captain America: The Winter Soldier




Main article: Captain America: The Winter Soldier


A sequel, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, directed by Anthony and Joseph Russo, was released on April 4, 2014.[147][148] Evans, Stan, Atwell, Jones, and Jackson reprise their roles as Captain America, Bucky Barnes, Peggy Carter, Arnim Zola and Nick Fury, respectively. They are joined by Scarlett Johansson, Anthony Mackie, and Robert Redford[image: External link] as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow[image: External link], Sam Wilson / Falcon, and Alexander Pierce[image: External link], respectively.[149]
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Main article: Captain America: Civil War


Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016, and again is directed by the Russo brothers.[150][151] Evans, Johansson, Stan and Mackie reprise their roles from The Winter Soldier,[152][153] and they are joined by Robert Downey, Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man, Paul Bettany as Vision, Jeremy Renner as Clint Barton / Hawkeye, Don Cheadle as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine, Elizabeth Olsen as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch, Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man and William Hurt as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross [154] all reprising roles from previous MCU films.
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 Notes







	
^ a b In July 2013, the film's distribution rights were transferred from Paramount Pictures to Walt Disney Studios.[1][2][3]


	
^ Producer Kevin Feige stated that the Tesseract of the films is based on the Cosmic Cube of the comics.[7] After Thor: The Dark World, he further stated it was also the Space Infinity Stone.[8]


	
^ Speaking together, with some crosstalk, Joe Johnston, Shelly Johnson, and Jeffrey Ford said on the audio commentary that the experiments performed by Zola enabled Barnes to survive the fall shown in the film.[9]
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Captain America: The Winter Soldier






"Captain America 2" and "The Winter Soldier (film)" redirect here. For the 1979 film, see Captain America II: Death Too Soon. For the 1972 documentary, see Winter Soldier (film)[image: External link].

Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a 2014 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link]. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and the ninth film[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by the writing team of Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely. It stars Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America, alongside Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders[image: External link], Frank Grillo, Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Hayley Atwell[image: External link], Robert Redford[image: External link], and Samuel L. Jackson. In Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Captain America, Black Widow, and Falcon join forces to uncover a conspiracy within S.H.I.E.L.D. while facing a mysterious assassin known as the Winter Soldier[image: External link].

A major influence in The Winter Soldier was conspiracy fiction[image: External link] from the 1970s such as Three Days of the Condor[image: External link], with the script also drawing from the Winter Soldier story arc written by Ed Brubaker[image: External link]. The script was written in 2011, with the Russo brothers entering negotiations to direct in June 2012 and casting beginning the following month. Principal photography commenced in April 2013 in Los Angeles, California before moving to Washington, D.C. and Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]. While the directors aimed for more realism, with focus on practical effects[image: External link] and intense stunt work, 2,500 visual effects shots were done by six different companies.

Captain America: The Winter Soldier premiered in Los Angeles on March 13, 2014, and was released in the United States on April 4, 2014, in 2D, 3D, and IMAX 3D. The film became a critical and commercial success, grossing over $714 million worldwide, and making it the seventh highest-grossing film of 2014[image: External link]. It also received an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Visual Effects[image: External link]. A sequel titled Captain America: Civil War also directed by the Russo brothers was released on May 6, 2016.
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 Plot




Two years after the Battle of New York,[N 1] Steve Rogers works in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] for the espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D. under Director Nick Fury, while adjusting to contemporary society. Rogers and Agent Natasha Romanoff are sent with S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism[image: External link] S.T.R.I.K.E. team, led by Agent Rumlow, to free hostages aboard a S.H.I.E.L.D. vessel from Georges Batroc and his mercenaries. Mid-mission, Rogers discovers Romanoff has another agenda: to extract data from the ship's computers for Fury. Rogers returns to the Triskelion[image: External link], S.H.I.E.L.D.'s headquarters, to confront Fury and is briefed about Project Insight: three Helicarriers[image: External link] linked to spy satellites, designed to preemptively eliminate threats. Unable to decrypt the data recovered by Romanoff, Fury becomes suspicious about Insight and asks senior S.H.I.E.L.D. official Alexander Pierce[image: External link] to delay the project.

On his way to rendezvous with Maria Hill[image: External link], Fury is ambushed by assailants led by a mysterious assassin called the Winter Soldier[image: External link]. Fury escapes to Rogers' apartment, and warns Rogers that S.H.I.E.L.D. is compromised. Fury is gunned down by the Winter Soldier, before handing Rogers a flash drive[image: External link] containing data from the ship. Fury is pronounced dead during surgery, and Hill recovers the body. The next day, Pierce summons Rogers to the Triskelion. When Rogers withholds Fury's information, Pierce brands him a fugitive. Hunted by S.T.R.I.K.E., Rogers meets with Romanoff. Using data in the flash drive, they discover a secret S.H.I.E.L.D. bunker in New Jersey, where they activate a supercomputer containing the preserved consciousness of Arnim Zola. Zola reveals that ever since S.H.I.E.L.D. was founded after World War II[image: External link], Hydra has secretly operated within its ranks, sowing global chaos with the objective of making humanity surrender its freedom in exchange for security. The pair narrowly escape death when a S.H.I.E.L.D. missile destroys the bunker, and realize that Pierce is Hydra's leader within S.H.I.E.L.D.

Rogers and Romanoff enlist the help of former USAF pararescueman Sam Wilson, whom Rogers befriended, and acquire his powered "Falcon" wingpack[image: External link]. Deducing that S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Jasper Sitwell[image: External link] is a Hydra mole[image: External link], they force him to divulge that Zola developed a data-mining algorithm that can identify individuals becoming threats to Hydra. The Insight Helicarriers will sweep the globe, using satellite-guided guns to eliminate these individuals. Rogers, Romanoff, and Wilson are ambushed by the Winter Soldier, who kills Sitwell. During the fight, Rogers recognizes the Winter Soldier as Bucky Barnes, his childhood best friend who supposedly fell to his death on a mission, but actually was captured and experimented upon after WWII. Hill manages to extract the trio to a safehouse where Fury, who had faked his death, is waiting with plans to sabotage the Helicarriers by replacing their controller chips.

After the World Security Council members arrive for the Helicarriers' launch, Rogers broadcasts Hydra's plot to everyone at the Triskelion. Romanoff, disguised as one of the Council members, disarms Pierce. Fury arrives and forces Pierce to unlock S.H.I.E.L.D's database so that Romanoff can leak classified information, exposing Hydra to the public. Following a struggle, Fury kills Pierce. Meanwhile, Rogers and Wilson storm two Helicarriers and replace the controller chips, but the Winter Soldier destroys Wilson's suit and fights Rogers on the third. Rogers fends him off and replaces the final chip, allowing Hill to take control and have the vessels destroy each other. Rogers refuses to fight the Winter Soldier in an attempt to reach his friend, but as the ship collides with the Triskelion, Rogers is thrown out into the Potomac River[image: External link]. The Winter Soldier rescues the unconscious Rogers before disappearing into the woods. With S.H.I.E.L.D. in disarray, Romanoff appears before a Senate subcommittee and Fury, under the cover of his apparent death, heads to Eastern Europe in pursuit of Hydra's remaining cells. Rogers and Wilson decide to find the Winter Soldier, while Rumlow, who was a double agent[image: External link] for Hydra, is hospitalized following the Triskelion's destruction.

In a mid-credits scene, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, at a Hydra lab, proclaims that the "age of miracles" has begun as scientists examine an energy-filled scepter[N 2] and two test subjects: one with superhuman speed[image: External link], the other with telekinetic powers. In a post-credits scene, the Winter Soldier visits a Bucky memorial at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America:

A World War II veteran who was enhanced to the peak of human physicality by an experimental serum, frozen in suspended animation, and is now struggling to adjust to the modern world.[6] Describing his character's adjustment to the modern world, Evans said, "It's not so much about his shock with [technology]... It's more about the societal differences. He's gone from the '40s to today; he comes from a world where people were a little more trusting, the threats not as deep. Now, it's harder to tell who's right and wrong. Actions you take to protect people from threats could compromise liberties and privacy. That's tough for Steve to swallow."[7] Evans trained in parkour[image: External link], Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link], karate[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], kickboxing[image: External link], and gymnastics[image: External link], as the Russo brothers believed that bringing Rogers into the modern day also meant that he had studied and mastered modern fighting styles and techniques. The filmmakers also looked to make the character's shield, which has traditionally been used for defense, a more offensive weapon.[8]


	
Scarlett Johansson as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow:

A highly trained spy working for S.H.I.E.L.D., who partners with Rogers.[9] Screenwriter Christopher Markus said that Black Widow was a "great contrast" to Captain America, describing her as "incredibly modern, not very reverent, and just very straightforward whereas Steve is, you know a man from the 40s. He's not a boy scout, but he is reserved and has a moral center, whereas her moral center moves."[10] The Russos added, "She's a character who lies for a living. That's what she does. He's a character who tells the truth. Give them a problem and they'll have different ways of approaching it. She's pushing him to modernize, and he's pushing her to add a certain level of integrity to her life."[11] When asked about Romanoff's relationship with Rogers, Johansson responded, "By a series of unfortunate encounters, they will be in a situation in which their friendship becomes more intimate. They share many similarities because they live on the defensive without relying on anyone. Also, the two have been working for the government throughout their professional careers. With their friendship they begin to question what they want and what is their true identity."[12]


	
Sebastian Stan as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier:

Steve Rogers' best friend, who has re-emerged as an enhanced brainwashed assassin after being thought killed in action during World War II.[8][13] About the character, Feige said, "Winter Soldier has been methodically, almost robotically, following orders for 70 years."[14] Stan said despite his nine-picture deal with Marvel Studios including his appearance in The First Avenger, he was not sure about an imminent return for Bucky,[15] and only heard the sequel was named after the Winter Soldier through a friend attending San Diego Comic-Con.[16] The actor endured five months of physical training to prepare for the role and did historical research stating, "I dove into the whole Cold War[image: External link] thing. I looked at the KGB[image: External link]. I looked at all kinds of spy movies, and all kinds of documentaries about that time, and what it was about. I grabbed anything from that time period. Anything about brainwashing."[17] Stan also practiced daily with the knife used by the Winter Soldier.[18] Regarding Bucky's transition into the Winter Soldier, Stan said, "You know, the truth of the situation is although he looks very different and there's different things about him, it still comes from the same person. I think you'll get to see that no matter what. I think part of my goal here was to make sure that you see an extension of that version but just a different color of that same version in a way. I think he's still the same guy; he's cut from the same cloth."[19] Stan stated he felt the character's introduction in the film was "sort of like a preview of the guy," with more to the character being explored in The Winter Soldier sequel, Captain America: Civil War.[20]


	
Anthony Mackie as Sam Wilson / Falcon:

A former pararescueman trained by the military in aerial combat using a specially designed wing pack.[8] About the role, Mackie said "[Wilson is] a really smart guy who went through major military training and becomes a tactical leader."[21] Remarking, "He's the first African-American superhero. It makes me feel all the work I've done has been paying off. I have a son, nephews and nieces, and I love the idea that they can dress up as the Falcon on Halloween. They now have someone they can idolize. That's a huge honor for me."[22] Marvel, who cast Mackie because of his "energy and sense of fun,"[11] did not let him read a script before signing on.[23] Mackie spent five months doing two-a-day[image: External link] workouts and eating an 11,000 calorie[image: External link] per day diet to get into shape for the role.[24] Commenting on Rogers' relationship with Wilson, Evans said, "Meeting Mackie's character, he used to serve, now he works at the VA[image: External link] counseling guys who come home with PTSD[image: External link] — they connect on that level. I think they're both wounded warriors who don't bleed on other people. Cap has no one to bleed on. I think Mackie knows how to handle people like that. … Sometimes when things are bad, trusting a stranger is the way to go."[25]


	
Cobie Smulders[image: External link] as Maria Hill[image: External link]:

A high-ranking S.H.I.E.L.D. agent who works closely with Nick Fury.[26] Smulders said she performed some of her own stunts in the film, explaining, "I try to do my own stunts whenever I can. You're only allowed to do certain stunts. There is an amazing team of stunt people that do most of the work in this film. But, I studied a lot of tae kwon do[image: External link]. I also did a lot of training just with weapons because I'm not very comfortable around guns. I had to get comfortable because that's my character's thing... I like to get really physical so I feel empowered when I am on set and even though you don't see it on screen, maybe I am taking people out that you don't see off camera."[27]


	
Frank Grillo as Brock Rumlow:

Commander of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s counter-terrorism S.T.R.I.K.E. team.[28] About the character, Grillo said, "He is a bad-ass guy. [He] pretty much beats the shit out of everyone in the movie and that's really it."[29] Regarding Rumlow's alter ego, Grillo said, "Very early on the Russos said, 'Look, this is an origin film for this character. We're gonna discover who this is and this is a big movie with a lot of moving parts, but we're gonna discover you in this film and, you know, here's the information about who Brock Rumlow turns into and blah, blah, blah.' And so we've had multiple discussions about what comes after that, that thing. So, you know, it's obvious Rumlow is covered in rubble and burned to crisp at the end, but you see he's still there. They don't do that for no reason."[30]


	
Emily VanCamp[image: External link] as Sharon Carter / Agent 13:

A S.H.I.E.L.D. agent assigned to guard Rogers without his knowledge.[8][31] About the character, VanCamp said, "I play Agent 13 / Sharon Carter which everyone knows but we don't really touch on that in this film. We're just sort of introducing her. When we first see her we realize she's living next to Captain America... they sort of have a little thing going on and as we all know in the comic books they had a love affair off and on for years. They had a very complicated relationship. It's almost as if they are planting the seeds now. Sort of leaving room to go wherever they want to go with it."[29] Regarding her casting, Joe Russo said, "We wanted someone that Cap would have an immediate interest in. It had to be a strong-willed person, and we felt that Emily's work on Revenge[image: External link] was a great test tube for what this character could be. She's obviously very credible with physicality, she holds the screen really well, and she even looks like the character from the books."[32]


	
Hayley Atwell[image: External link] as Peggy Carter:

A retired officer with the Strategic Scientific Reserve and a co-founder of S.H.I.E.L.D., who is a former love interest of Steve Rogers.[33] On receiving the script, Atwell realized the character "would be 96, and I would be up to the eyeballs in prosthetics[image: External link]."[34] The visual effects team was not satisfied with the initial make-up used to make Atwell look older, and eventually resorted to aging her through CGI methods.[35]


	
Robert Redford[image: External link] as Alexander Pierce[image: External link]:

A senior leader within S.H.I.E.L.D.,[33] a member of the World Security Council and an old comrade of Nick Fury.[36] Redford was cast in part as an homage to his roles in 1970s thrillers such as Three Days of the Condor[image: External link],[37] and for what the directors described as "an acting legend playing a villainous role" akin to Henry Fonda[image: External link] in Once Upon a Time in the West[image: External link].[38] As to what attracted him to the film, Redford said it interested him by being different from his usual work,[39] and that he "wanted to experience this new form of filmmaking that's taken over where you have kind of cartoon characters brought to life through high technology."[40]


	
Samuel L. Jackson as Nick Fury:

The director of S.H.I.E.L.D.[41] Regarding Fury's questionable code of ethics, Jackson said, "Almost everything that comes out of Nick Fury's mouth is a lie in some sense. He has to ask, is he even lying to himself, too? He has a very good idea of what's going on but his paranoia keeps him from believing some of it."[7] Jackson added, "You see Nick Fury the office guy, him going about the day-to-day work of S.H.I.E.L.D. and the politics as opposed to that other stuff. It's great to have him dealing with Captain America in terms of being able to speak to him soldier to soldier and try to explain to him how the world has changed in another way while he was frozen in time. Some of the people who used to be our enemies are now our allies – him trying to figure out, 'Well, how do we trust those guys?' or 'How do we trust the guys that you didn't trust who don't trust you?' And explaining to him that the black and white of good guys/bad guys has now turned into this gray area."[36] McFeely said, "Fury represents an obstacle for Steve in some ways. They don't always agree on how S.H.I.E.L.D. ought to be used."[11] The writers gave Fury a more prominent role in The Winter Soldier, since within a plot featuring S.H.I.E.L.D. being dismantled, Fury would "take the brunt of it". They also intended on having a character that had so far been depicted as a self-assured man in charge being depicted as vulnerable, to enhance the sense of danger of the Hydra conspiracy.[38]




Additionally, Toby Jones[image: External link],[42] Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link],[43] and Garry Shandling[image: External link][44] reprise their roles from previous Marvel Studios films as Arnim Zola, Jasper Sitwell[image: External link], and Senator Stern, respectively. Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] plays Georges Batroc, a mercenary and a master of the French form of kickboxing known as savate[image: External link].[45][46] Callan Mulvey[image: External link] plays Jack Rollins[image: External link], a member of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s S.T.R.I.K.E. unit.[47][48] Chin Han[image: External link], Jenny Agutter[image: External link] (who previously appeared in The Avengers), Alan Dale[image: External link], and Bernard White[image: External link] appear as members of the World Security Council.[49][50] Comedic actors Danny Pudi[image: External link][50] and DC Pierson[image: External link][51] have small roles as a S.H.I.E.L.D. technician and an Apple Store[image: External link] employee, respectively. Gary Sinise[image: External link] narrates a Captain America-themed Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] exhibit, and Stan Lee cameos as a security guard there.[50] Winter Soldier creator Ed Brubaker[image: External link] makes a cameo as a scientist working on the Winter Soldier.[52][53] Co-director Joe Russo cameos as a doctor,[51] and Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely cameo as two S.H.I.E.L.D. interrogators. Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link], Henry Goodman[image: External link], Elizabeth Olsen and Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] appear, uncredited, as Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, Dr. List, the Scarlet Witch, and Quicksilver, respectively, in the mid-credits scene.[54][55][56]
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 Production
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 Development




In April 2011, before Captain America: The First Avenger was released in theaters, screenwriters Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link] announced that Marvel had already hired the duo to work on the film's sequel.[58] In September 2011, Chris Evans said that a sequel may not be released until 2014.[6] In January 2012, Neal McDonough[image: External link], who played Dum Dum Dugan[image: External link] in Captain America: The First Avenger, mentioned that a sequel would likely be filmed after the completion of Thor: The Dark World, which would likely have been before the end of 2012.[59] By March 2012, Marvel whittled down the possible directors for the sequel to three candidates: George Nolfi[image: External link], F. Gary Gray[image: External link], and brothers Anthony and Joseph Russo.[60] Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] announced the planned release of the sequel to Captain America: The First Avenger on April 4, 2014. Disney stated, "The second installment will pick-up where ... The Avengers[image: External link] leaves off, as Steve Rogers continues his affiliation with Nick Fury and S.H.I.E.L.D. and struggles to embrace his role in the modern world."[61] Markus later elaborated, "I think S.H.I.E.L.D. is the water [Rogers is] swimming in. It's definitely a Captain America movie. You know, if the first movie was a movie about the US Army, then this is a movie about S.H.I.E.L.D... You will learn about S.H.I.E.L.D. You will learn about where it came from and where it's going and some of the cool things they have."[11] In April, F. Gary Gray withdrew his name from consideration, choosing instead to direct the N.W.A[image: External link] biographical film Straight Outta Compton[image: External link].[62]
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 Writing




McFeely said the writing process began in the middle of 2011, around the release of The First Avenger, with him and Markus "noodling on in hopes that there would be a second one and we did a lot of just throwing stuff at the wall and seeing what stuck".[63] The first few months of writing were a back and forth process with Marvel, but after an outline was finished, the story did not change much.[64] They opted to set the story in the present day, and, after "experimenting with flashback elements for more period World War II stuff",[65] decided to abandon the flashbacks as "it became unwieldy."[63] The film would be "Cap versus the world we all live in today",[66] while averting excessive comedy regarding the hero's time displacement, as Markus considered the Captain "the most adaptive man on the planet."[63] The tone would be more grounded in reality despite the advanced technology to contrast the fantasy elements from both the first Captain America and The Avengers.[66] Despite that, the comic book origins guaranteed that the film would not have verisimilitude[image: External link].[38] This still proved a challenge in the reveal of Arnim Zola, that had to be extensively rewritten to convey how "this grounded espionage paranoid thriller suddenly screeches to a halt and you switch gears really quickly with this ghost in the machine[image: External link]" that introduces more science fiction elements.[67]

Markus and McFeely wanted to adapt Ed Brubaker[image: External link]'s Winter Soldier storyline from the comics, which they described as "the tone of Cap’s modern franchise",[68] but it took the duo six months to convince themselves that they could do it.[16] In the meantime, while thinking how to progress from the war film[image: External link] tone of The First Avenger, the writers settled on the conspiracy genre[image: External link] for the screenplay, and cited Three Days of the Condor, The Parallax View[image: External link], and Marathon Man[image: External link] as influences, feeling it better conveyed Captain America's trust issues and contrasting values in the new world he was living in,[16] with Markus saying, "If you put that 1940s man into present day geo-politics everything is going to seem like a conspiracy. It's just going to seem dirty and underhanded and shifty, and people won't be telling the truth."[68] Three Days of the Condor in particular was used as the main source of the script structure, following the idea that the protagonist is being chased by a threat they, along with the audience, only discover halfway through the film.[38]

The writers felt this approach was similar to how Stan Lee reinvented Captain America in the 1960s and 1970s, with "the Captain dealing with all sorts of the same things that the country [was] dealing with– Vietnam[image: External link], Watergate[image: External link] and all that stuff–so he gets to have opinions on that", thus making the "guy who is ostensibly from the more black and white 1940s react to this ultimately grey world that we live in."[69] Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige described the film as a political thriller[image: External link],[70] and as the duo struggled to figure out a third act, Feige suggested that S.H.I.E.L.D. be brought down and have Captain America fight the agency. The writers thought this was a great story point, for implementing "the physical manifestation of Cap changing the world."[71] Markus even noted how the 1970s comics had similar conspiracies.[68] The Hydra reveal made sure to include returning characters among the undercover villains, as well as references to the comics such as Arnim Zola being kept alive as a machine.[66] Feige later elaborated on the political thriller nature of the film saying,

Feige stated that Steve Rogers would be paired with other characters from The Avengers like Black Widow and Nick Fury, because unlike Tony Stark and Thor, who could return to their own supporting casts, Rogers had nowhere else to go, "and it just made sense that he was the one that stayed with what remains of the Avengers at the end of the film."[73] The writers considered including Hawkeye, but "he didn't have enough to do and suddenly it seemed like we were giving him short shrift", leading all of his parts to be fulfilled by Black Widow,[68] and Joe Russo added that Jeremy Renner's schedule could not be worked out for him to appear.[74] As to why the Red Skull from The First Avenger did not appear in The Winter Soldier, Joe Russo explained, "I know we have a guy in a computer, but the tone we were chasing was sort of that conspiracy thriller. And we wanted to try and ground the movie as much as we could. And Red Skull, he's a fantastical character and didn't necessarily fit for Cap 2 and especially because it was about the fall of S.H.I.E.L.D. Certainly Hydra exists and that's his legacy, but there's something interesting about the fact that his legacy outlived the skull. And they're still dealing with the demons of it, but not necessarily him."[75]

Chris McKenna[image: External link], who worked with the Russo brothers on the sitcom Community[image: External link], contributed to the script by writing jokes for the film.[76]
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 Pre-production




By June 2012, the Russo brothers entered negotiations to direct the sequel,[78] and Samuel L. Jackson was confirmed to return as S.H.I.E.L.D. leader Nick Fury.[41] Feige sought out the Russos after watching the genre-parodying season 2 finale of Community[image: External link] which they directed,[79][80] and for the additional ideas they brought to the initial story pitch.[81] Joe Russo detailed that since the intent was for a political thriller, "all the great political thrillers have very current issues in them that reflect the anxiety of the audience." Thus the brothers opted to include references to drone warfare[image: External link], targeted killing[image: External link] and global surveillance[image: External link]. Joe even noted how during principal photography, the issues became more topical due to the disclosure of several National Security Agency[image: External link] surveillance-related documents[image: External link].[82] At the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link], it was announced that the official title for the sequel was Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and that the Russo brothers would direct the film.[83] After signing on to direct, the Russo brothers met with Ed Brubaker to learn more about where the Winter Soldier character came from, his thinking and the themes behind the character.[84] In July 2012, Anthony Mackie entered negotiations to star as Falcon alongside Chris Evans in the sequel.[13] Sebastian Stan was also confirmed to be reprising his role as James Barnes.[13] By August 2012, Anna Kendrick[image: External link], Felicity Jones[image: External link], and Imogen Poots[image: External link] were being considered front-runners for a leading role in the film.[85]

In September 2012, Chris Evans stated that filming would begin in March 2013.[86] Evans also stated that Rogers' adjustment to the modern world, which was originally set to be included in The Avengers, would be better suited for Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[87] At the end of the month, The Greater Cleveland Film Commission announced that Captain America: The Winter Soldier would film in Cleveland[image: External link], Ohio after the production was approved for a $9.5 million tax credit[image: External link].[88] Producer Nate Moore said that after also serving as a location in The Avengers, Cleveland's government[image: External link] was helpful in providing large locations for filming, which "provided production value which we probably could not have built in a backlot." McFeely joked that while writing ambitious action scenes "I did not realize a great American metropolis would say 'Sure, shut down three miles of freeway and go to town'."[18] Portions of the film were also scheduled to be shot in California and Washington, D.C.[image: External link][88][89]

By October, Emilia Clarke[image: External link], Jessica Brown Findlay[image: External link], Teresa Palmer[image: External link], Imogen Poots, and Alison Brie[image: External link] were being considered for Rogers' love interest in the film,[9] and Scarlett Johansson was brought back to reprise her role as Black Widow[image: External link].[9] Later in the month, Frank Grillo was testing for the role of the villain Crossbones in the film,[90] and by the end of the month, Grillo closed a deal to portray the character and Cobie Smulders[image: External link] signed on to reprise her role as Maria Hill[image: External link] from The Avengers.[26]

In January 2013, Hayley Atwell[image: External link], who played Peggy Carter in Captain America: The First Avenger, said that she would not appear in the sequel.[91] However Stanley Tucci[image: External link], who played Dr. Abraham Erskine[image: External link] in the previous film, later said that Atwell would reappear in a flashback scene.[92] Also in January, Marvel Studios announced that the film would be released in 3D, and Anthony Mackie said filming would begin on April 1, 2013.[93][94] Later that month, Toby Jones[image: External link], who portrayed Arnim Zola in the first film, said that he would reprise the role in the sequel.[42] By the end of the month, stages were being built for a shoot at Raleigh Manhattan Beach Studios[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[95]

In February 2013, Emily VanCamp[image: External link] entered negotiations to play a female lead in the film.[96] By March 2013, Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link] was signed to reprise his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Jasper Sitwell[image: External link] from Thor and The Avengers and Robert Redford[image: External link] entered in talks to join the cast, as a high-ranking member of S.H.I.E.L.D,[43][97] which he later confirmed.[39] Toward the end of March, UFC[image: External link] fighter Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] was cast as a character based on the comics' Batroc the Leaper in the film.[45]

Captain America's uniform was altered from the ones seen in previous films, with a Kevlar-based ballistic component that would protect Captain America but at the same time function like a military uniform.[8] Joe Russo said, "We wanted to use his Super Soldier outfit from the [Steve Rogers: Super Soldier series] as a way to represent, thematically, his place in the world of S.H.I.E.L.D. and the difference between working for S.H.I.E.L.D. and being Captain America."[98] For the Falcon costume, the filmmakers were interested in adding more of a tactical design than was represented in the comic books, by including real-world webbing, straps and gear and stripping away the more comic book elements.[8]
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 Filming




Principal photography began on April 1, 2013, at the Raleigh Manhattan Beach Studios in Los Angeles, under the working title Freezer Burn.[99] Scenes taking place on the Lemurian Star were filmed on the Sea Launch Commander[image: External link], docked in Long Beach, California[image: External link].[18] In early May, Dominic Cooper[image: External link] confirmed he would return as Howard Stark.[100] On May 14, 2013, production moved to Washington, D.C. with filming taking place at the National Mall[image: External link] and the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge[image: External link].[101] The following day, Garry Shandling[image: External link] was spotted on set reprising his Iron Man 2 role of Senator Stern.[44] Other filming locations in Washington, D.C. included the Willard Hotel[image: External link] and Dupont Circle[image: External link].[102]

Filming in Cleveland began on May 17 and was scheduled to last until mid-June with locations scheduled on the West Shoreway[image: External link], the Southerly Wastewater Treatment Plant in Cuyahoga Heights[image: External link] and the Lakeview Cemetery Dam.[103] Cleveland was chosen as a stand-in for Washington, D.C, with the city's East 6th Street doubling as 7th and D Streets in Southwest D.C.[image: External link][104] Other locations in Cleveland included the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland[image: External link], the Cleveland Public Library[image: External link], Cleveland State University[image: External link], the Cleveland Arcade[image: External link], Tower City Center[image: External link], the Cleveland Museum of Art[image: External link], and the Western Reserve Historical Society[image: External link].[104][105][106][107][108] Interior shots were also filmed inside private homes and the Pilgrim Congregational Church[image: External link] in Tremont[image: External link].[109] Filming in Cleveland concluded on June 27, 2013.[110]

Trent Opaloch, best known for his work on District 9[image: External link] and Elysium[image: External link], was brought in as the director of photography[image: External link]. Opaloch stated that while attempting to emulate the 1970s thrillers that served as inspiration for the writers and directors, the staging and lighting tried to bring realism through "classic framing and naturalistic lighting", and the filming was done with hand-held cameras[image: External link]. To achieve this, Opaloch used Arri Alexa Plus 4:3[image: External link] cameras with Panavision[image: External link] anamorphic[image: External link] lenses and Codex Digital[image: External link] recorders.[111] Stunt work aimed for realistic action, prioritizing practical effects. The fight scenes were staged for months, with a choreography that aimed to highlight Captain America's superhuman qualities, and "move away from impressionistic action into specificity": the raid on the S.H.I.E.L.D. vessel had stealthiness as the Captain knocked out enemies to avert detection, and the freeway fight with Winter Soldier was more "last minute" to highlight the characters' struggle to survive.[18]

In contrast to the quick editing and moving cameras of modern action films, The Winter Soldier aimed to feature longer action scenes that felt more visceral and dangerous.[38] The Russos mentioned the bank robbing scene of Heat[image: External link] as a major influence, which they described as "the most intense eight minutes of filmmaking I've seen in a movie theater",[18] and action scenes directed by Brian De Palma[image: External link], such as the vault heist in Mission: Impossible[image: External link], where "very likable characters are put in impossible situations that the audience is put on the edge on how they'd escape". Examples of these types of scenes include the ambushes on Nick Fury in the street and Captain America in the elevator.[38]
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 Post-production




Additional photography was filmed in December 2013 and January 2014,[112] in order for the Russos to accurately show the state of each character after the defeat of S.H.I.E.L.D., having read the script of Avengers: Age of Ultron to guide their choices.[38] Joss Whedon[image: External link], director of The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, wrote and directed the mid-credits scene,[113] which featured Quicksilver, the Scarlet Witch,[55] and Baron Wolfgang von Strucker.[54] The title sequences were created by design firm Sarofsky, who had worked with the Russos since Community. Sarofsky collaborated with comic book artist David W. Mack[image: External link] on the sequences.[114]

Anthony Mackie said the Russo brothers relied on minimal use of computer-generated imagery[image: External link], stating, "The Russos, what they did that was so great was, they wanted to stay with live action, which is a dying art form. If they can build it, they built it. If we could do it, we did it. They wanted to do as little CGI as possible. That's why the movie looks so great."[115] Nevertheless, six special effects companies are involved in creating the visual effects of the film, including Industrial Light & Magic (ILM), Scanline VFX[image: External link], Lola VFX, Luma Pictures, Whiskytree and The Embassy[image: External link], with previsualization completed by Proof.[35] The film contained 2,500 visual effects shots, with 900 worked on by ILM.[116] The film featured extensive use of digital doubles[image: External link]. Russell Earl, ILM visual effects supervisor, said, "The character that we did the most work on was Falcon. We knew we were going to do CG wings. We also did some shots with wires and some with stunt doubles and head replacement. And we needed a very good digital double."[116]

Lola VFX, who worked on the pre-serum Steve Rogers scenes in this film and Captain America: The First Avenger, also worked on shots featuring an elderly Peggy Carter. This involved digitally transposing the facial features of an elderly actress onto the face of actress Hayley Atwell[image: External link] who had performed her lines with no make-up and only a few tracking markers.[35]

The Helicarriers in the film were completely digital. Earl said, "In [The Avengers] it was more like an aircraft carrier, now it’s an aircraft carrier with the addition of battle ship-sized guns. We were all over the carriers [with the virtual camera]. We were on the decks; we were flying next to them. We had a lot of close ups and different angles. And we didn’t just have one; we had three. On top of that, we had to destroy them all." This CGI environment was also used in close ups. Earl said, "The challenge was to get in all of the detail to make it feel like it is a real, working ship. We created details down to the railings and all the human-scale stuff. ... For the shots in which we were destroying them, we had to have the internals as well – the hallways, the storage areas."[116] Many of the shots of Washington, D.C. were digitally created due to numerous flight restrictions in the city[image: External link] which necessitated that locations be recreated by computer.[116] However, aerial footage of the city was filmed and used for live action plate photography for shots involving the Triskelion, which is located on Theodore Roosevelt Island[image: External link] on the Potomac River.[35]

350 different versions of the film were made, to accommodate for the different formats it would be released in domestically, while also accounting for international localization and formats. The versions had to be completed in 17 days, versus a normal turnaround time of three to four weeks for contemporary films, to make its theatrical release date.[117] One of the various changes for localization was the contents of Captain America's notebook list seen at the beginning of the film. The first five items were different depending on where the film was released, while the final five items were the same across all prints.[118] Marvel held online polls allowing fans to select the items featured in each country's release.[119]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




Main article: Captain America: The Winter Soldier (soundtrack)


In June 2013, Henry Jackman announced that he would compose the film's score[image: External link].[120] About the score Jackman said, "...it's 50% production and all the tricks I've learnt from spending years in the record industry but then it's also got the kind of injection of symphonic, thematic, heroic music that all kind of merges into one musical, and hopefully coherent piece".[121] A soundtrack album was released by Hollywood Records on April 1, 2014.[122]
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 Release




Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released in 32 markets on March 26, 2014[123][124] and in North America on April 4, 2014, in 2D, 3D and IMAX 3D.[61][93] The film debuted on 668 IMAX screens worldwide, a record for films releasing in April.[125] The world premiere took place on March 13, 2014 at the El Capitan Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood, California.[126] The Paris premiere occurred on March 17 at Le Grand Rex[image: External link],[127] the London premiere took place on March 20 at Westfield London,[128] the Beijing premiere took place on March 24[129] and the Cleveland premiere took place on April 1.[130] Chris Evans and Scarlett Johansson auctioned off passes to one of the premieres for charity.[131]
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In July 2013, Marvel Studios released a teaser poster depicting a damaged and discolored Captain America shield.[132] The Los Angeles Times said, "the image suggests that [Captain America] might see some serious battle in the sequel" while Rolling Stone[image: External link] said, "the image hints at darker themes in the sequel".[133][134] Later that month, Marvel Studios head and producer Kevin Feige, directors Joe and Anthony Russo, and cast members Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Samuel L. Jackson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie Smulders, Emily VanCamp, and Frank Grillo held a panel at 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International and presented footage from the film.[135] In addition, Marvel had booths depicting a Smithsonian[image: External link]-type exhibit showing Captain America and the Howling Commandos[image: External link] from Captain America: The First Avenger.[136] At the end of the month, audiences were shown a glimpse of the film along with some of Marvel's other Phase Two slate of films at Disney XD's[image: External link] Disney Fandom event.[137]

In August 2013, Feige, Evans, Stan, and Mackie presented a clip of the film at Disney's D23 Expo.[138] In September 2013, Marvel announced that it is again partnering with Harley-Davidson, continuing their relationship from Captain America: The First Avenger, with Captain America riding the company's Softail[image: External link] Breakout motorcycle in the film.[139]

In October 2013, Marvel released the first trailer for Captain America: The Winter Soldier. The Hollywood Reporter said, "it looks like it'll live up to the 'political thriller' that's been promised for months now."[140] The Los Angeles Times said, "[the] trailer runs 2½ minutes and teases plenty of action, conspiracy and clever banter between Captain America and his S.H.I.E.L.D. colleagues, with a smattering of the previously released Comic-Con International and D23 footage."[141] The Los Angeles Times also noted that the day before the release of the trailer, the studio released "a teaser for a trailer."[142] The trailer received 23.5 million views in the 24 hours after its release.[143] In November 2013, Jed Whedon[image: External link], the co-creator of the television series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., said that there are plans to reference events from the film into the show, stating, "Nick Fury is in [Captain America: The Winter Soldier], and S.H.I.E.L.D. makes an appearance, so we will definitely try to tee-up some stuff and probably play a little bit of the fallout from that film."[144]

In January 2014, Disney announced that in honor of the film, Captain America would be making appearances at Disneyland[image: External link].[145] The meet and greet experience opened March 7, 2014 and is called Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, located at Innoventions[image: External link] in Tomorrowland[image: External link].[146] Also in January, Marvel Comics released a prelude digital comic[image: External link] titled, Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic, written by Peter David[image: External link], with art by Rock-He Kim.[147] The comic sees the return of the "Zodiac", the mysterious weapon first seen in the One-Shot[image: External link] Agent Carter[image: External link], which has fallen into the wrong hands. Captain America, Black Widow, and Rumlow must track the weapon down and put it back in S.H.I.E.L.D. protection.[148]

The first televised advertisement for Captain America: The Winter Soldier aired during Super Bowl XLVIII on February 2, 2014. According to The Hollywood Reporter, Disney paid over $4 million per 30-second spot.[149] The Los Angeles Times said, "The clip promoting the April 4 release had a recognizably melancholy tone as Chris Evans' patriotic hero grapples with the moral ambiguities of the modern age."[150] Also in February, Gameloft[image: External link] announced that a mobile video game, titled Captain America: The Winter Soldier – The Official Game, would be released in conjunction with the release of the film in late March 2014 for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] platforms.[151] A few days later General Motors[image: External link] announced that Chevrolet[image: External link] partnered with Marvel Entertainment and provided a specially designed Corvette Stingray C7[image: External link] for use by the Black Widow in the film. The vehicle debuted at the 2014 Chicago Auto Show[image: External link], where fans received limited-edition Captain America comic books.[152] Evans was named the grand marshal of the 2014 Daytona 500[image: External link] to promote the film's release.[153] Later in the month, a 30-second television spot received "a lot of attention on social media" for a line featured in the clip. The line, which was said by Captain America, suggests that Nick Fury would die in the film. The Hollywood Reporter noted that it all seemed "a bit too obvious", noting the fact that Jackson, who plays Fury, is reprising the role in Avengers: Age of Ultron, although pointing out that it could be in a postmortem flashback appearance.[154]

In March 2014, Marvel released the Captain America Experience app[image: External link], that allowed fans to capture a pictures of themselves with Captain America, and let them share it on Instagram[image: External link] and Twitter using specific hashtags[image: External link] to unlock 10 early screenings of the film across the United States,[155] which took place on March 20.[156] On March 18, ABC[image: External link] aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled, Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which included a sneak peek of Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[157] On April 1, 2014, Evans and Stan rang the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange in honor of the film's theatrical release.[158] Jackson appeared in advertisements for Sky Broadband[image: External link].[159]
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Captain America: The Winter Soldier was released by Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment for digital download on August 19, 2014 and on Blu-ray[image: External link], Blu-ray 3D[image: External link], and DVD[image: External link] on September 9, 2014. The physical media releases include behind-the-scenes featurettes, audio commentary, deleted scenes, and a blooper reel.[160]

The film was also collected in a 13-disc box set[image: External link], titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection[image: External link]", which includes all of the Phase Two[image: External link] films in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It was released on December 8, 2015.[161]
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Captain America: The Winter Soldier earned $259.8 million in North America and $454.5 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $714.3 million.[3] It became the seventh-highest-grossing film of 2014 worldwide.[162] Deadline Hollywood calculated the net profit for the film to be $166.2 million, when factoring together "production budgets, P&A, talent participations and other costs, with box office grosses, and ancillary revenues from VOD to DVD and TV," placing it ninth on their list of 2014's "Most Valuable Blockbusters".[163]

Captain America: The Winter Soldier made $10.2 million in Thursday night showings, more than double the midnight gross of its predecessor.[164] It set an April single-day[165] ($36.9 million)[166] and April opening-weekend record ($95.0 million), while its opening weekend was a 46% increase over its predecessor.[167] The film held the number one spot at the box office for three consecutive weekends,[168][169] before being overtaken by The Other Woman[image: External link] in its fourth weekend.[170] It achieved the largest total gross among films released in the month of April.[171] At the end of its theatrical run, the film became the fourth highest-grossing film of 2014 behind American Sniper[image: External link], The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1[image: External link], and Guardians of the Galaxy.[172]

Captain America: The Winter Soldier topped the box office on its opening weekend with $75.2 million from 32 overseas markets.[124] The film debuted at number one in many territories, including Australia, China, and Russia[173] and set a 3-day opening-weekend record in China among Disney films,[167] with $38.81 million.[173] It topped the box office outside North America on two consecutive weekends,[167] followed by two weeks in second, behind Rio 2[image: External link].[174][175]
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The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported an 89% approval rating with an average rating of 7.6/10 based on 273 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Suspenseful and politically astute, Captain America: The Winter Soldier is a superior entry in the Avengers canon and is sure to thrill Marvel diehards."[176] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 70 out of 100 based on 47 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[177] CinemaScore audiences gave Captain America: The Winter Soldier an "A" grade rating on an A+ to F scale.[178]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter said the film "takes the bold (for Marvel) step of reducing CGI spectacle to a relative minimum in favor of reviving the pleasures of hard-driving old-school action, surprising character development and intriguing suspense."[179] Scott Foundas of Variety said it is "chockfull of the breathless cliffhangers dictated by the genre, but equally rich in the quiet, tender character moments that made the first film unique among recent Marvel fare."[180] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times said, "While not on a par with The Avengers or the first and third Iron Man movies, this is another rock-solid chapter in the big-screen story of Marvel."[181] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly noted the topicality of the film, stating, "Captain America: The Winter Soldier is the first superhero film since the terrorist-inflected The Dark Knight[image: External link] that plugs you right into what's happening now."[182] Ty Burr[image: External link] of The Boston Globe[image: External link] said the film "delivers all the 3D CGI mayhem audiences have come to expect from the Marvel entertainment juggernaut, but there’s darkness and confusion just under its comic-book surface."[183] Joe Morgenstern[image: External link] of The Wall Street Journal said, "What makes The Winter Soldier so enjoyable, and what will make it so profitable, is its emotional bandwidth—all the vivid, nuanced life lived by its characters in between their frenzied escapades," and felt it fixed all the shortcomings of The First Avenger "and then some".[184]

Conversely, Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times said, "[Captain America: The Winter Soldier] is everything a big budget superhero film should be – except inspired."[185] Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of The New York Times[image: External link] said, "Like many others of its type, [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] gets off to a kinetic start only to lose steam before blowing everything up."[186] Robbie Collin[image: External link] of The Daily Telegraph said, "You can't help but feel disappointment that a film with a relatively spicy premise becomes, in the end, so risk-averse."[187] Mick LaSalle[image: External link] of the San Francisco Chronicle said the film "has the usual overlong running time [for the comic book superhero genre], the halfhearted feints in the direction of human feeling and the obligatory action sequences that are big without being either exciting or particularly legible."[188] Joe Williams of the St. Louis Post Dispatch[image: External link] felt "On paper this sequel has some promising elements, but on screen it retreats from the very issues that it raises, and on a shelf next to Captain America: The First Avenger, The Winter Soldier is pale."[189] Jake Coyle of the Associated Press[image: External link] said the film's biggest misstep was the handling of Stan's Winter Soldier, and that it was "getting difficult to tell the Marvel movies apart".[190]
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 Sequel




Main article: Captain America: Civil War


Further information: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]


Captain America: Civil War was released on May 6, 2016, and again is directed by the Russo brothers.[202][203] Evans, Johansson, Stan, Mackie, VanCamp and Grillo reprise their roles from The Winter Soldier[204][205] and they are joined by Robert Downey, Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man, Paul Bettany as Vision, Jeremy Renner as Clint Barton / Hawkeye, Don Cheadle as James "Rhodey" Rhodes / War Machine, Elizabeth Olsen as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch, Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man, and William Hurt as Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross,[206] all reprising roles from previous MCU films.
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 See also





	List of films featuring surveillance[image: External link]

	List of films featuring drones[image: External link]
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 Notes







	
^ As depicted in the 2012 film The Avengers.[4]


	
^ Kevin Feige confirmed that the scepter seen at the end of the film is the scepter used by Loki in The Avengers.[5]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise[image: External link] and shared universe[image: External link] that is centered on a series[image: External link] of superhero films[image: External link], independently produced by Marvel Studios and based on characters that appear in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe[image: External link] in comic books, was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson, portrayed by Clark Gregg[image: External link], is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU.

The first film released in the MCU was Iron Man (2008), which began the first phase of films culminating in the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link] (2012). Phase Two began with Iron Man 3 (2013), and concluded with Ant-Man (2015). The films are currently in Phase Three, which began with the release of Captain America: Civil War (2016) and is set to conclude with an untitled Avengers film (2019). Marvel Television[image: External link] expanded the universe further, first to network television with Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. on ABC[image: External link] in the 2013–14 television season[image: External link], followed by online streaming[image: External link] with Marvel's Daredevil on Netflix[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link] and Marvel's Runaways on Hulu[image: External link] in 2017[image: External link], and then to cable television[image: External link] with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger in 2018[image: External link] on Freeform[image: External link]. Marvel Television has also produced the digital series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, which is a supplement to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Soundtrack albums[image: External link] have been released for all of the films, along with many of the television series, as well as the release of compilation albums[image: External link] containing existing music heard in the films. The MCU also includes tie-in comics published by Marvel Comics, while Marvel Studios has also produced a series of direct-to-video short films[image: External link] and a viral marketing campaign for its films and the universe with the faux news program WHIH Newsfront.

The franchise has been commercially successful as a multimedia shared universe, though some critics have found that some of its films and television series have suffered in service of the wider universe. It has inspired other film and television studios with comic book character adaptation rights to attempt to create similar shared universes. The MCU has also been the focus of other media, outside of the shared universe, including attractions at various Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link], an attraction at Discovery Times Square[image: External link], a Queensland Gallery of Modern Art[image: External link] exhibit, two television specials, guidebooks for each film, multiple tie-in video games, and a commercial with Coca-Cola.
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By 2005, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] began planning to independently produce its own films and distribute them through Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[2] Previously, Marvel had co-produced[image: External link] several superhero films[image: External link] with Columbia Pictures[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] and others, including a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[3] Marvel made relatively little profit from its licensing deals with other studios and wanted to get more money out of its films while maintaining artistic control of the projects and distribution.[4] Avi Arad[image: External link], head of Marvel's film division, was pleased with Sam Raimi's Spider-Man films[image: External link] at Sony, but was less pleased about others. As a result, they decided to form Marvel Studios, Hollywood's first major independent[image: External link] movie studio since DreamWorks[image: External link].[5]

Arad's second-in-command,[5] Kevin Feige, realized that unlike Spider-Man[image: External link] and the X-Men[image: External link], whose film rights were licensed to Sony and Fox, respectively, Marvel still owned the rights to the core members of the Avengers. Feige, a self-professed "fanboy", envisioned creating a shared universe just as creators Stan Lee and Jack Kirby had done with their comic books in the early 1960s.[6] To raise capital, the studio secured funding from a seven-year, $525 million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch[image: External link].[4] Marvel's plan was to release individual films for their main characters and then merge them together in a crossover[image: External link] film.[7] Arad, who doubted the strategy yet insisted that it was his reputation that helped secure the initial financing, resigned the following year.[5][8]

In 2007, at 33 years old, Feige was named studio chief. In order to preserve its artistic integrity, Marvel Studios formed a creative committee of six people familiar with its comic book lore: Feige, Marvel Studios co-president Louis D'Esposito, Marvel Comics' president of publishing Dan Buckley[image: External link], Marvel's chief creative officer Joe Quesada[image: External link], writer Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link], and Marvel Entertainment president Alan Fine[image: External link], who oversaw the committee.[5] Feige initially referred to the shared narrative continuity of these films as the "Marvel Cinema Universe",[9] but later used the term "Marvel Cinematic Universe".[10] Marvel has designated the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Earth-199999 within the continuity[image: External link] of the company's multiverse[image: External link], a collection of fictional alternate universes.[11]

In November 2013, Feige said that "in an ideal world" releases each year would include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, saying it's "a nice rhythm" in that format. While not always the case, as evident by the 2013 releases of Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World, he said it is "certainly something to aim for."[12] Feige expanded on this in July 2014, saying, "I don't know that we'll keep to [that model] every year", but we're doing that in 2014 and 2015, "so I think it would be fun to continue that sort of thing."[13] In February 2014, Feige stated that Marvel Studios wants to mimic the "rhythm" that the comic books have developed, by having the characters appear in their own films, and then come together, much like "a big event[image: External link] or crossover[image: External link] series,"[14] with Avengers films acting as "big, giant linchpins."[15] After the reveal of multiple release dates for films through 2019 in July 2014,[16] Feige stated, "I think if you look at some of those dates that we've announced, we're going to three in a few of those years. Again, not because there's a number cruncher telling us to go to three, do more than two pictures a year, but because of the very reason just laid out: it is about managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a way to keep that going."[17] After the titles were revealed in October 2014,[18] Feige said, "The studio's firing on all cylinders right now ... which made us comfortable for the first time ... to increase to three films a year [in 2017 and 2018] instead of just two, without changing our methods."[19]

On expanding the characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige stated, it's about "teaching the general movie-going audience about the notion of the characters existing separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades and decades ... people sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they're not."[20] In April 2014, Feige revealed that Edgar Wright[image: External link]'s pitch for Ant-Man in 2006 helped shape the early films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, saying, "We changed, frankly, some of the MCU to accommodate this version of Ant-Man[image: External link]. Knowing what we wanted to do with Edgar and with Ant-Man, going years and years back, helped to dictate what we did with the roster for Avengers the first time. It was a bit of both in terms of his idea for the Ant-Man story influencing the birth of the MCU in the early films leading up to Avengers."[21]

In October 2014, Marvel held a press event to announce the titles of their Phase Three films.[18] The event, which drew comparisons to Apple[image: External link]'s Worldwide Developers Conference[image: External link],[22] was done because all the information was ready. As Feige explained, "We wanted to do this at [San Diego] Comic-Con[image: External link] this year. Things were not set ... So the plan has been, since a few weeks before Comic-Con when we realized we weren't going to be able to do everything we wanted to do, is to decide 'let's do either something we haven't done in a long time, or something we've never done.' Which is a singular event, just to announce what we have when it's ready. I thought that might be early August, or mid-September, it ended up being [at the end of October]."[19]

In September 2015, after Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] with Feige reporting to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn[image: External link] instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link],[23] it was reported that the studios' creative committee would have "nominal" input on the films moving forward, though would continue to consult on Marvel Television[image: External link] productions, which remained under Perlmutter's control.[24][25] All key film decisions going forward will be made by Feige, D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso.[24] At the end of the month, on how much story is developed for future films of the universe, Feige said there are "broad strokes" though sometime "super-specific things. But for the most part, in broad strokes that are broad enough and loose enough that, if through the development of four of five movies before we get to the culmination ... we still have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up. So that all the movies, hopefully when they're finished, will feel like they're all interconnected and meant to be and planned far ahead, but really can live and breathe enough as individual movies to be satisfying each and of themselves." The studio also has various contingency plans for the direction of all of their films, in the event they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, or re-acquire the film rights to a character, such as was done in February 2015 with Spider-Man[image: External link].[26]

In April 2016, on moving the universe to Phase Four and reflecting on the first three, Feige said, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three phases." Joe Russo added, "You build things up and people enjoy the experiences you've built up. But then you kind of reach an apex or you reach a climax, a moment where you go, 'This structure is really going to start to be repetitious if we do this again, so what do we do now?' So now, you deconstruct it. We're in the deconstruction phase with [Captain America:] Civil War and leading into [Avengers:] Infinity War, which are the culmination films."[27] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by phases, saying, "it might be a new thing."[28] Feige also mentioned that the Untitled Avengers film would provide "a definitive end" to the films and storylines preceding it, with the franchise having "two distinct periods. Everything before Avengers 4 and everything after."[29]

On the potential for "superhero fatigue", Feige stated, "This year [2016], we've got Civil War and we've got Doctor Strange in November, two completely different movies. To me, and to all of Marvel Studios, that's what keeps it going. As long as we're surprising people, as long as we're not falling into things becoming too similar ... next year, [Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2], [Spider-Man: Homecoming], Thor: Ragnarok. Those are three totally different movies ... as long as the only shared thing is they come from the same source material and they've got our Marvel logo in front of the movies. Other than that they can be very distinct. What other studios do, what other properties, nothing we can do about it."[30]

In December 2017, The Walt Disney Company agreed to acquire assets[image: External link] from 21st Century Fox[image: External link], including 20th Century Fox, for $52.4 billion. As a result, the acquisition provides "the opportunity to reunite the X-Men, Fantastic Four[image: External link] and Deadpool[image: External link] with the Marvel family under one roof and create richer, more complex worlds of inter-related characters and stories."[31]
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Over time, the distribution rights[image: External link] to Marvel Studios' films changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures[image: External link] announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk,[32] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which was distributing Marvel's other films.[2] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man, Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2, Iron Man 3, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link].[33]

In late December 2009, The Walt Disney Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. In October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[34] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[35][36] although Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[37] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[38] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[39] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal, due to an agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute future Hulk films.[40] According to The Hollywood Reporter, a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is because Universal holds the theme park[image: External link] rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks[image: External link].[41]

In February 2015, Sony Pictures Entertainment and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[42][43] Marvel Studios also explored opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures,[42] with Robert Downey, Jr. the first confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in Spider-Man: Homecoming.[44] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series, as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[45] Both studios have the ability to terminate the agreement at any point, and no money was exchanged with the deal. However, a small adjustment was made to a 2011 deal formed between the two studios (where Marvel gained full control of Spider-Man's merchandising rights, in exchange for making a one-time payment of $175 million to Sony and paying up to $35 million for each future Spider-Man film, and forgoing receiving their previous 5% of any Spider-Man film's revenue), with Marvel getting to reduce their $35 million payment to Sony if Spider-Man: Homecoming grossed more than $750 million.[46]
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In June 2010, Marvel Television[image: External link] was launched with Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as head.[47] By July 2012, the division had entered into discussions with ABC[image: External link] to create a show set in the MCU,[48] and in August, ABC ordered a pilot[image: External link] for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., with The Avengers writer/director Joss Whedon[image: External link] involved;[49] it was later renamed Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[50] In January 2014, the series Marvel's Agent Carter was announced, joining Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. at ABC,[51] while a put pilot[image: External link] order for the half-hour live-action comedy series, Marvel's Damage Control, was revealed in October 2015.[52] While talking about Marvel potentially making comedy series, Loeb said in January 2016 that Marvel always feels humor should be a part of anything they produce, despite possibly fitting more within a darker genre, as Daredevil and Jessica Jones do, while also staying "grounded and real". He added, "There are moments of levity that are in life that you need to bring to the table, or else it just becomes overwhelmingly oppressive ... If you're going to [explore comic book elements], it's always a good idea to make sure that the audience is aware that, yeah, it's funny [too]."[53]

In May 2016, after ABC had canceled Agent Carter and passed on Marvel's Most Wanted, ABC Entertainment[image: External link] president Channing Dungey[image: External link] said that Marvel and ABC were working together, looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands" moving forward.[54] In November 2016, Marvel and IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced Marvel's Inhumans, based on the species of the same name[image: External link], after a planned film based on the characters had been removed from Marvel Studios' slate.[55][56][57] The first two episodes of the series were set to premiere in IMAX theaters in September 2017 for two weeks, before airing on ABC with the remainder of the series.[55] Ben Sherwood[image: External link], president of Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], said, "We've worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films—the theatrical run of the series will take place between the releases of Spider-Man: Homecoming and Thor: Ragnarok.[58][59] The deal was initially suggested to Marvel by IMAX after they had held a successful IMAX event with Game of Thrones[image: External link] in 2015. Sherwood described it as "a quadruple win—a win for IMAX, a win for Marvel, a win for ABC Studios and a win for ABC to launch a show in an innovative way and get attention" in an increasingly crowded market. Sherwood hoped that this would be the first of "several innovative ways to launch [television] programming."[59]
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By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand[image: External link] services and cable providers, with Netflix[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link], and WGN America[image: External link] expressing interest.[60] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil[image: External link], Jessica Jones[image: External link], Iron Fist[image: External link], and Luke Cage[image: External link], leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders[image: External link].[61] Disney CEO Bob Iger stated that Netflix was chosen to air the shows, "when Disney realized it could use the streaming service as a way to grow the popularity of the characters". He added that, if the characters prove popular, they could become feature films.[62] Loeb later stated that Marvel was not "interested in making four pilots and then hoping someday that they could all get together. Netflix really understood what it is we wanted to do. They're very open to directors that might not have that same opportunity in broadcast television. The notion of having all 13 episodes at one time, particularly in serialized storytelling, is very appealing."[63] Loeb also added that the four characters chosen "all had a previous existing relationship and all grew up on the same kind of stoop in New York [in the comics]. So it lent itself to a world. Does that mean these shows are going to be the same? No. They can't be. The characters have different issues, different problems, different feelings about them ... the example that I continually give is that I cannot think of two films that are more different in tone than The Winter Soldier and Guardians of the Galaxy. And yet, if you watch them back to back, they feel very Marvel. They feel very much like, 'Oh, it is still the same universe that I'm in.'"[64]

Quesada confirmed in April 2014 that the Netflix series would be set within the MCU.[65] Loeb explained that "Within the Marvel universe there are thousands of heroes of all shapes and sizes, but the Avengers are here to save the universe and Daredevil is here to save the neighborhood ... It does take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It's all connected. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we would look up in the sky and see [Iron Man]. It's just a different part of New York that we have not yet seen in the Marvel movies."[66] In January 2015, Netflix COO Ted Sarandos[image: External link] said Netflix planned to release a Marvel series approximately a year apart from each other after Daredevil's April 2015 release.[67] A year later, Sarandos noted that the release schedules of the Marvel Netflix series are dependent on the "long production times and long post times. In some cases, when we have characters crossover, it makes it more difficult to manage production. It's not the goal to put out more than one or two [each] year ... The complex one is really The Defenders. The Defenders' production schedule will determine a lot of the season 2 and 3 output of those shows." He also noted on potential spin-offs that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point,[68] with Netflix ordering Marvel's The Punisher, a spin-off from Daredevil, that April.[69] Sarandos later stated that Netflix was trying to close the gap between releases of Marvel seasons, but would always prioritize the quality of the series over higher numbers of releases per year. He also said that Netflix was open to exploring the MCU beyond the Defenders series, including potential crossovers with ABC's Marvel series.[70]

In August 2016, Marvel announced that Marvel's Runaways had received a pilot order from Hulu[image: External link],[71] eventually receiving a 10 episode order the following May.[72] That July, Loeb confirmed the series would take place in the MCU saying, "It all lives in the same world, how it's connected and where it's connected and what it's going to be connected to remains to be seen." He added that the characters would not be concerned with the actions of other in the universe, instead focusing on their own issues. This allowed showrunners Josh Schwartz[image: External link] and Stephanie Savage[image: External link] to deal with concepts such as superheroics and fantasy without explaining them to the audience, since they are already well established in the MCU, while still focusing on their own characters, which they described as "liberating".[73] Also that month, it was announced that Marvel and Netflix would complete production on 135 episodes by the end of 2017, making the deal the largest television production commitment in New York State. Production for the different series had engaged 500 local vendors and small businesses for various stages of development, and had required over 14,000 production-related hires.[74] By November 2017, Disney was looking to develop a new Marvel television series for their planned streaming service.[75]
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In April 2016, the ABC-owned cable[image: External link] network Freeform[image: External link] announced Marvel's Cloak & Dagger, based on the characters of the same name[image: External link], with a straight-to-series order for 2018.[76][77] The network confirmed that the series would be "its first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and described the show as a "superhero love story", a premise that Variety called "a seamless fit for Freeform" given the network's target audience of "Becomers" (the 14–34 age demographic).[76][78] This younger-skewing content was continued with the comedy series Marvel's New Warriors ordered in April 2017, with Freeform executive Karey Burke saying, Marvel "started to see our strength with young adults and together we could create a pipeline for content that was specific to our audience that felt younger than what they're doing at the other channels... It was important to both of us to find the right characters that felt like they would speak directly to Freeform's audience. The Avengers wouldn't work here but the about-to-be-Avengers works here."[79] Loeb noted that it was "exciting" to Marvel "to be able to explore the world of the hero and how it affects someone who is trying to figure out who they are as opposed to already knows who they are and now their whole life has to take a left. That's the journey we're going on with these kinds of characters" in Cloak & Dagger, New Warriors and Hulu's Runaways.[80] In November 2017, it was announced that New Warriors would no longer air on Freeform and was being shopped to other networks.[81]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell[image: External link] revealed at the show's 2014 PaleyFest panel that the producers and writers are able to read the screenplays for upcoming MCU films to know where the universe is heading.[83] He noted that since the films have to be "big" and move "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", it is beneficial for the films to have the television series fill in any "gaps" for them.[84] His fellow executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] explained that each Marvel project is intended to standalone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to be aware of the film division's plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[85] Bell said this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa.[84] Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki[image: External link]'s scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to his plans for it in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[86]

In April 2014, Quesada stated that, beyond connecting to themselves, the Netflix series would connect with the films and other television series.[65] In October 2014, Feige said the opportunity "certainly" exists for characters in the Netflix series to appear in Avengers: Infinity War.[19] In March 2015, Loeb spoke on the ability for the Netflix series to crossover with the films and the ABC series, saying, "As it is now, in the same way that our films started out as self-contained and then by the time we got to The Avengers, it became more practical for Captain America to do a little crossover into Thor 2 and for Bruce Banner to appear at the end of Iron Man 3. We have to earn that. The audience needs to understand who all of these characters are and what the world is before you then start co-mingling".[87] In September 2015, Feige elaborated on the films referencing the television series, saying "I think that's inevitable at some point ... The schedules do not always quite match up to make that possible. It's easier for [the shows]. They're more nimble and faster and produce things quicker than we do, which is one of the main reasons you see the repercussions of Winter Soldier or [Avengers: Age of Ultron] in the show ... by the time we start doing a movie, they'd be mid-way through a season. By the time our movie comes out, they'd be [starting the next season]. So finding the timing on that is not always easy.[26]

Loeb talked further on the subject in July 2016, reiterating the issue of scheduling by saying "if I'm shooting a television series and that's going to go on over a six-month or eight-month period, how am I going to get [a television series actor] to be able to go be in a movie?" He noted that this would not be as much of an issue if characters were making very minor cameo appearances, but explained that Marvel was not interested in cameos and easter eggs just for the sake of fan service, which could detract from the story being told; "As I often get reported by you folks for saying #ItsAllConnected, our feeling is that the connection isn't just whether or not somebody is walking into a movie or walking out of a television show. It's connected in the way that the shows come from the same place, that they are real, that they are grounded."[88] Eric Carroll, producer on Spider-Man: Homecoming, felt with the introduction of Queens[image: External link]-based Spider-Man to the MCU it "would be really fun" to make mention of the Defenders based in Manhattan, adding, "it's definitely a card I would love to see played, if not sooner rather than later."[89]

In January 2017, Vincent D'Onofrio[image: External link], who portrays Wilson Fisk[image: External link] in Daredevil, said he "would love to switch over to the movies, but I think it's pretty much been said it's not going to happen. Or at least not for a very, very long time." D'Onofrio cited Feige's previous reasoning as well as the fact that the films already had difficulty "bringing big characters in that they have to service in the writing" and adding characters from the television series would be "just too many characters" since the films were "trying to figure out already how to individualize more and at the same time keep The Avengers going."[90] In March 2017, Anthony Mackie, who portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon in the films, felt a crossover between the films and television series "wouldn't work at all" given they are "different universes, different worlds, different companies, different designs" and that "Kevin Feige is very specific about how he wants the Marvel Universe to be seen in the film world."[91] That May, Feige noted that a character appearing in a television series would not necessarily exclude them from appearing in a film, adding that "at some point, there's going to be a crossover. Crossover, repetition, or something."[92] Regarding the potential for the Avengers to learn in the films that Phil Coulson is alive, Loeb stated, "It's certainly something that will get resolved, and it may get resolved in a very surprising way."[93]

Loeb said in July 2017 that Marvel Television had no plans for series to crossover across networks. Specifically for the similarly themed Cloak & Dagger, New Warriors, and Runaways, which all deal with young heroes, Loeb noted "You'll see things that comment on each other; we try to touch base wherever we can... things that are happening in L.A. [where Runaways is set] are not exactly going to be affecting what's happening in New Orleans [where Cloak & Dagger is set]... It's being aware of it and trying to find a way for it to be able to discuss in a way that makes sense."[80] He added in October that scheduling of each series factors into why crossovers between them are more difficult to pull off, and that network "feelings" need to be considered. He also spoke on why the television series do not show Avengers Tower[image: External link] as it appears in the films when they depict New York City, and stated that Marvel Television wanted to be "less specific" about the television characters' relationships to the tower because that "helps the audience understand that this could be on any street corner" and that the characters could be in an area of the city where you would not be able to see the tower, even though it exists.[94]
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In 2008, the first official tie-in comic was released.[95] Quesada outlined his plan to expand the MCU into comic books, saying, "The MCU [comics] are going to be stories set within movie continuity. [They are] not necessarily direct adaptations of the movies, but maybe something that happened off screen and was mentioned in the movie ... Kevin Feige is involved with these and in some cases maybe the writers of the movies would be involved [as well.]"[96] Marvel Comics worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics, and what to leave for the films.[97] Marvel has clarified which of the tie-in comics are considered official canonical MCU stories, with the rest merely inspired by the MCU, "where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form."[98]

In August 2011, Marvel announced a series of direct-to-video[image: External link] short films[image: External link] called Marvel One-Shots[image: External link],[99] the name derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics[image: External link].[100] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features."[99] Each short film is designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films.[101] In July 2012, D'Esposito stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There's always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can't all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[102]

In March 2015, Marvel's Vice President of Animation Development and Production, Cort Lane, stated that animated tie-ins to the MCU were "in the works".[103] That July, Marvel Studios partnered with Google to produce the faux news program WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart, a series of in-universe YouTube videos serving as the center of a viral marketing campaign to promote the films and universe.[104] In December 2016, a six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot, was revealed, which debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link] on a secret mission, shortly before the start of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season, with Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link] reprising her role.[105]
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Marvel Studios developed specific business practices to create its shared universe, including choosing filmmakers that were considered "out-of-left-field", given their previous work. Feige remarked, "You don't have to have directed a big, giant visual-effects movie to do a big, giant visual-effects movie for us. You just have to have done something singularly sort of awesome,"[106] adding "It's worked out well for us when we've taken people [such as Jon Favreau[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], and the Russo brothers,] that have done very, very good things. Very rarely are one of those good things a big giant blockbuster superhero movie."[107] The studio looks for filmmakers to hire who are able to guide a film.[108] When hiring directors, the studio usually has "a kernel of an idea of what we want", which is presented to potential directors over the course of several meetings to discuss and further expand. "And if over the course of three or four or five meetings they make it way better than what we initially were spewing to them, they usually get the job", according to Feige.[26] Later expanding on this process, Feige explained that before talking to any directors on a film, Marvel Studios often puts together a "lookbook" of influences from the comics and art by Marvel's visual development department, to create a visual template for the film. These are put together at company retreats, which the studio holds every "18 months or so" to plan out and develop the phases of the MCU. These lookbooks are not always shown to directors, though, with Marvel sometimes preferring to let the director offer their own ideas first.[109]

Scott Derrickson[image: External link] did not see a lookbook for Doctor Strange, instead putting together his own presentation, with concept art and storyboards by himself and professionals he hired, to sell himself and his vision of the film to Marvel. In contrast, Marvel shared several different ideas for what Thor: Ragnarok could be with prospective filmmakers, who then went away and developed what they thought the film should be from that. Taika Waititi created a sizzle reel using clips from other films to present his vision based on Marvel's ideas, a practice that Marvel discourages as they "oftentimes can be really terrible". However, Marvel thought Waititi's was "amazing". Derrickson and Waititi were both eventually hired for the films.[109] For Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Joe and Anthony Russo met with the studio four times over two months before they were hired, during which they "kept getting more and more specific about what our vision was", putting together "reference videos, storyboards, script pages, you name it. We did like a 30-page book that had everything that we'd do with the character, from the theme of the movie to the tone of the film to the fighting style to what we liked about the character and what we didn't like". This meant that by the time they were hired they had already "figured the movie out".[110]

When the studio hired Kenneth Branagh and Joe Johnston to direct Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger, respectively, it made sure both directors were open to the idea of a shared universe and including Avengers set-up scenes in their films.[6] Joe Russo stated, "That's the exciting component of [incorporating references to the larger universe]. 'What can we set up for the future?' You're constantly pitching out ideas that not only affect your movie, but may have a ripple effect that affects other films ... It's a weird sort of tapestry of writers and directors working together to create this universe that's sort of organic."[20] Anthony added, "The great thing about the Marvel [Cinematic Universe], just like the publishing [arm], it's a very vast, inter-connected universe, where characters will have their rise and fall, so to speak, and hand off to other characters. As the cinematic universe moves forward, you may start to see the cinematic universe adopt that same pattern, as the publishing has, where there's closure with some characters and new beginnings with other characters."[111] He added that, for directors to "fit" in at Marvel, they must understand how to "take a larger story and wrangle it into a moment", yet keep it connected.[20]

On allowing directors and writers to work within Marvel's shared universe concept, Joe Russo said that Feige has "big pieces that he knows he wants to build towards, but the way that you get there is open to interpretation and improv a little bit." For the Russos in The Winter Soldier, they had to deal with the idea of S.H.I.E.L.D. being infiltrated by Hydra, with Joe saying, "how we get there is all up to us. And I think why Marvel has been so successful is because it's been such a clear plan, that everything is interconnected and they're building emotional capital with each movie that you can then trade off of in the next film."[112] Joe later elaborated that once each film's creative team "come up with conceptually what we want to do" for a film, then we will ask questions about whether this would interfere with a storyline in another movie. Or, what's going on in that film, can we pull some of that into this film? That's where you start looking for the interconnectedness, but it's very important early on that the concept be created in a bubble because you have to protect the idea, it has to be driven by storytelling. Kevin's ... always in the mindset of "let's just make this movie now and worry about the next movie when it comes."[110]

Loeb explained that Marvel Television sees "ourselves as producers who are working to support the vision of our showrunner. But we're involved in every aspect of the production—whether it's being in the writers' room, editing on set, casting—every step of the production goes through the Marvel team to tell the best story that we can." He added that the studio is able to work on so many series across different networks and platforms because "it just requires that we make sure that there's always someone from Marvel there to help guide the process."[113]

Marvel Studios also began contracting their actors for multiple films, including signing actor Samuel L. Jackson to a then "unprecedented" nine-movie contract.[115] In July 2014, Feige said that the studio has all actors sign contracts for multiples films, with the norm being for 3 or more, and the 9 or 12 film deals "more rare".[116] Actor's contracts also feature clauses that allows Marvel to use up to three minutes of an actor's performance from one film for another, which Marvel describes as "bridging material".[25] At Marvel Television, actors such as Charlie Cox[image: External link] (Matt Murdock / Daredevil[image: External link] in Daredevil) and Adrianne Palicki[image: External link] (Bobbi Morse / Mockingbird[image: External link] in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) are contractually obliged to appear in a Marvel film if asked.[117][118] In May 2015, after starring as Claire Temple[image: External link] in the first season of Daredevil, Rosario Dawson[image: External link] signed with Marvel to return for the second season of the series as part of an "exclusive TV deal" that also allows her to appear in any other Marvel Netflix series, including Jessica Jones and Luke Cage.[119] Dawson explained that she signs on with Marvel for a year at a time, for a certain amount of episodes, and finds out which series the episodes are for closer to the time of filming.[120]

In August 2012, Marvel signed Joss Whedon to an exclusive contract through June 2015 for film and television. With the deal, Whedon would "contribute creatively" on Phase Two of the MCU and develop the first television series set in the universe.[121] In March 2013, Whedon expanded on his consulting responsibilities, saying, "I understand what Kevin [Feige] is going for and where he's heading, and I read the scripts and watch cuts and talk to the directors and writers and give my opinion. Occasionally there could be some writing. But I'm not trying to get in anybody's soup, I'm just trying to be helpful."[122] Whedon later elaborated that "Since the story has already been approved and everybody knows what we're doing with Avengers 2, we can really lay it out. It's not like anyone's saying "well I don't know, what if I need that?" It's like "doing this is troublesome for us, whereas doing this will actually help us." ... You want to honor the events of the last movie but you don't want to be beholden to them, because some people will see Avengers[: Age of Ultron] who did not see any of the movies in between or even Avengers 1." He also found working in television and script doctoring[image: External link] to be "great training ground[s] for dealing with this ... because you're given a bunch of pieces and told to make them fit—even if they don't."[123]

For the Russo brothers and writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely working on Avengers: Infinity War and Phase Three, they saw "a through line from Winter Soldier, through Civil War, right to Infinity War", with films like Doctor Strange and Thor: Ragnarok laying groundwork for the "culmination" in Infinity War. Subsequently, they talked "to the directors and writers of the other Phase 3 movies on an almost weekly basis, to make sure everything lines up right."[124] Similarly, when developing the crossover miniseries The Defenders, showrunner Marco Ramirez consulted with the creators of all the individual Marvel Netflix series, having them read each of the scripts for The Defenders and provide insight into the individual character's world.[125] In April 2017, along with his announcement that he was returning to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link], James Gunn[image: External link] revealed he would be working with Marvel "to help design where these stories go, and make sure the future of the Marvel Cosmic Universe is as special and authentic and magical as what we have created so far."[126]
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Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]
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Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series





	
^ A version of the first two episodes debuted in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017, and ran for two weeks, before their television premiere on ABC on September 29.[179]
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Main article: Marvel One-Shots[image: External link]
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^ WHIH Newsfront is an in-universe current affairs show that serves as a viral marketing campaign for some of the MCU films.[104][200] The campaign is an extension of the fictional news network WHIH World News, which is seen reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[201]
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Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: Film cast members[image: External link], television series cast members[image: External link], One-Shot cast members[image: External link], WHIH Newsfront cast members[image: External link], and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot cast members[image: External link]


Additionally, Paul Bettany was the first actor to portray two main characters within the universe, voicing Tony Stark's artificial intelligence[image: External link] J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in the Iron Man and Avengers films, and portraying Vision in Avengers films and Captain America: Civil War.[278][279][280] Stan Lee, creator or co-creator of many of the characters seen in the MCU, has cameo appearances[image: External link] in all of the feature films and television series. In Iron Fist, it is revealed his on-set photograph cameo in the Marvel Netflix series is as NYPD[image: External link] Captain Irving Forbush[image: External link].[281] His cameo in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 sees Lee appearing as an informant to the Watchers[image: External link], discussing previous adventures that include Lee's cameos in other MCU films; he specifically mentions his time as a FedEx delivery man, referring to Lee's cameo in Captain America: Civil War.[282] This acknowledged the fan theory that Lee may be portraying the same character in all his cameos,[283] with writer and director James Gunn noting that "people thought Stan Lee is [Uatu the Watcher[image: External link]] and that all of these cameos are part of him being a Watcher. So, Stan Lee as a guy who is working for the Watchers was something that I thought was fun for the MCU."[282][283] Feige added that Lee "clearly exists, you know, above and apart from the reality of all the films. So the notion that he could be sitting there on a cosmic pit stop during the jump gate sequence in Guardians...really says, so wait a minute, he's this same character who's popped up in all these films?"[284]
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Main article: Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe
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Jim Vorel of Herald & Review[image: External link] called the Marvel Cinematic Universe "complicated" and "impressive", but said, "As more and more heroes get their own film adaptations, the overall universe becomes increasingly confusing."[285] Kofi Outlaw of Screen Rant stated that while The Avengers was a success, "Marvel Studios still has room to improve their approach to building a shared movie universe".[286] Some reviewers criticized the fact that the desire to create a shared universe led to films that did not hold as well on their own. In his review of Thor: The Dark World, Forbes critic Scott Mendelson likened the MCU to "a glorified television series", with The Dark World being a "'stand-alone' episode that contains little long-range mythology."[287] Collider's Matt Goldberg considered that while Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger were quality productions, "they have never really been their own movies", feeling that the plot detours to S.H.I.E.L.D. or lead-ups to The Avengers dragged down the films' narratives.[288]

The metaphor of the MCU as "the world's biggest TV show" was discussed again, after the release of Captain America: Civil War, by Todd VanDerWerff of Vox[image: External link], who felt that film in particular highlighted Marvel's success with the model, saying, "Viewed in complete isolation, the plot of Captain America: Civil War makes little to no sense ... [but] when you think about where [Captain America] has been in earlier Marvel films ... his leeriness about being subject to oversight makes a lot more sense." VanDerWerff continued that when thinking about the MCU as a television series, many "common criticisms people tend to level at it take on a new context" such as complaints that the films are formulaic, lack "visual spark", or "shoehorn in story elements" that "are necessary to set up future films", all characteristics that "are fairly typical on television, where a director's influence is much lower than that of the showrunner", in this case, Feige. Comparing the films to the series Game of Thrones[image: External link] specifically, VanDerWerff noted that each solo film checks "in on various characters and their individual side stories, before bringing everyone together in the finale (or, rather, an Avengers film)", with Guardians of the Galaxy being equivalent to the character Daenerys Targaryen[image: External link]—"both separated by long distances from everybody else." He noted that this format was an extension of early "TV-like" film franchises such as Star Wars[image: External link], as well as the format of the comics upon which the films are based. "I say all of this not to suggest that film franchises resembling TV series is necessarily a good trend", VanDerWerff concluded, "For as much as I generally enjoy the Marvel movies, I'm disheartened by the possibility that their particular form might take over the film industry ... But I also don't think it's the end of the world if Marvel continues on ... there's a reason TV has stolen so much of the cultural conversation over the past few decades. There's something legitimately exciting about the way the medium tells stories when it's good, and if nothing else, Marvel's success shows the film world could learn from that."[289]

Following the conclusion of season one of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Mary McNamara at the Los Angeles Times praised the connections between that series and the films, stating that "never before has television been literally married to film, charged with filling in the back story and creating the connective tissue of an ongoing film franchise ... [Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.] is now not only a very good show in its own right, it's part of Marvel's multiplatform city-state. It faces a future of perpetual re-invention, and that puts it in the exhilarating first car of television's roller-coaster ride toward possible world domination."[290] Terri Schwartz of Zap2it agreed with this sentiment, stating that "the fact that [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] so influenced the show is game-changing in terms of how the mediums of film and television can be interwoven", though "the fault there seems to be that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. had to bide time until The Winter Soldier's release", which led to much criticism.[291]

In January 2015, Michael Doran of Newsarama and Graeme McMillian of The Hollywood Reporter had a "point-counterpoint" debate in response to the first Ant-Man trailer. Doran stated, "Marvel has raised the bar sooo high that as opposed to just allowing another film to finish under the [MCU] bar, we're all overly and perhaps even eager to overreact to the first thing that doesn't clear it". McMillian responded, "at this point, Marvel's brand is such that I'm not sure it can offer up something like [the trailer] without it seeming like a crushing disappointment ... part of Marvel's brand is that it doesn't offer the kind of run-of-the-mill superhero movie that you're talking about, that it's ... at least different enough to tweak and play with the genre somehow ... The fact that there's such upset about this trailer being ... well, okay ... suggests to me that the audience is expecting something to knock their socks off." Doran concluded, "That does seem to be the point here—the expectations fans now have for everything Marvel Studios ... [and] Marvel is going to eventually falter."[292]

After seeing the portrayal of Yellowjacket[image: External link] in Ant-Man, the antagonist of the film, McMillian noted,

Following the release of Jessica Jones, David Priest at c|net[image: External link] wrote about how the series rescues "Marvel from itself ... Jessica Jones takes big steps forward in terms of theme, craft and diversity. It's a good story first, and a superhero show second. And for the first time, the MCU seems like it matters. Our culture needs stories like this. Here's hoping Marvel keeps them coming."[294] For Paul Tassi and Erik Kain of Forbes, watching the series made them question the MCU, with Kain feeling that the "morally complex, violent, dark world of Jessica Jones has no place in the MCU ... right now, the MCU is holding back shows like Jessica Jones and Daredevil, while those shows are contributing absolutely nothing to the MCU."[295] Tassi went so far as to wonder what "the point of the Marvel Cinematic Universe" is, lamenting the lack of major crossovers in the franchise since the Winter Soldier reveal on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and saying that Jessica Jones is "so far removed from the world of The Avengers, it might as well not be in the same universe at all ... [I] really don't understand the point of [the MCU] if they're going to keep everything within it separated off in these little boxes".[296] Conversely, Eric Francisco of Inverse called Jessica Jones's lack of overt connections to the MCU "the show's chief advantage. Besides demonstrating how physically wide open the MCU's scope really is, Jessica Jones also proves the MCU's thematic durability."[297]

In April 2016, Marvel Studios revealed that Alfre Woodard would appear in Captain America: Civil War, having already been cast as Mariah Dillard in Luke Cage the previous year.[298] This "raised hopes that Marvel could be uniting its film and Netflix universes",[299] with "one of the first and strongest connections" between the two.[298] However, Civil War writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely revealed that Woodard would instead be portraying Miriam Sharpe in the film, explaining that she had been cast on the suggestion of Robert Downey, Jr., and they had not learnt of her casting in Luke Cage until afterwards.[298] This was not the first instance of actors being cast in multiple roles in the MCU, but this casting was called more "significant", and seen by many as a "disappointing" indication of "the growing divide" and "lack of more satisfying cooperation" between Marvel Studios and Marvel Television following the September 2015 corporate reshuffling of Marvel Entertainment.[298][300]

Speaking to the 1990s setting of Captain Marvel, "the MCU's first full period piece since Phase One's Captain America: The First Avenger in 2011", Richard Newby of The Hollywood Reporter felt the return of younger versions of some characters introduced and killed in earlier films "open[ed] up the MCU in a whole new way and broaden[ed] the franchise's mantra of 'it's all connected'." Speaking specifically to Clark Gregg's appearance as Agent Phil Coulson in the film, Newby noted the appearance "doesn't exactly mend fences between Marvel's film and TV divisions, [but] it does strengthen the connective tissue and the sense that these characters still matter in the grand scheme of Marvel's film plans." He also hoped that continuity from Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. would be maintained in Captain Marvel, especially since Coulson has dealt with the Kree in the series. Newby also added that shifting to different time periods would help Marvel Studios "sustain this cinematic universe for the next 10 years" by allowing them to repeat some of the genres previously used, as they could then feel "fresh" and have "different rules and different restraints," as well as allow them to build upon material established in the television series such as Agent Carter. He concluded, "Marvel Studios has an entire sandbox to play in, but, for necessary reasons, has largely chosen to remain in a small corner in order to ground audiences in these concepts. Now that the basis has been laid, the opportunity for exploration in both film and television lies ahead, with Captain Marvel leading the way. Wherever Marvel Studios plans to take the MCU in the future, it's refreshing to know that its past is expansive and filled with infinite possibilities."[301]
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 Other studios




After the release of The Avengers in May 2012, Tom Russo of Boston.com[image: External link] noted that aside from the occasional "novelty" such as Aliens vs. Predator[image: External link] (2004), the idea of a shared universe was virtually unheard of in Hollywood.[6] Since that time, the shared universe model created by Marvel Studios has begun to be replicated by other film studios that held rights to other comic book characters. In April 2014, Tuna Amobi, a media analyst for Standard & Poor's[image: External link] Equity Research Services, stated that in the previous three to five years, Hollywood studios began planning "megafranchises" for years to come, opposed to working one blockbuster at a time. Amobi added, "A lot of these superhero characters were just being left there to gather dust. Disney has proved that this [approach and genre] can be a gold mine."[302] However, with additional studios now "playing the megafranchise game", Doug Creutz, media analyst for Cowen and Company[image: External link], feels the allure will eventually die for audiences: "If Marvel's going to make two or three films a year, and Warner Brothers is going to do at least a film every year, and Sony's going to do a film every year, and Fox [is] going to do a film every year, can everyone do well in that scenario? I'm not sure they can."[302] In March 2018, Patrick Shanley of The Hollywood Reporter opined that "the key differences between a regular franchise, such as The Fast and the Furious[image: External link] or Pitch Perfect films[image: External link], and a shared universe is the amount of planning and interweaving that goes into each individual film. Its all too easy to make a film that exists solely for the purpose of setting up future installments and expanding a world, rather than a film that stands on its own merits while deftly hinting or winking at its place in the larger mythos. In that, the MCU has flourished." He felt that Iron Man "itself was aimed at being an enjoyable stand-alone experience, not as an overall advertisement for 17 subsequent movies. That mentality has persisted through most of the MCU films over the past decade, which is all the more impressive as its roster of heroes now exceeds the two-dozen mark."[303]
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 DC Entertainment and Warner Bros. Pictures




Main articles: DC Extended Universe[image: External link] and Arrowverse[image: External link]


In October 2012, following its legal victory over Joe Shuster[image: External link]'s estate for the rights to Superman[image: External link], Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link] announced that it planned to move ahead with its long-awaited Justice League[image: External link] film[image: External link], uniting such DC Comics[image: External link] superheroes as Batman[image: External link], Superman, and Wonder Woman[image: External link]. The company was expected to take the opposite approach to Marvel, releasing individual films for the characters after they have appeared in a team-up[image: External link] film.[304] The release of Man of Steel[image: External link] in 2013 was intended to be the start of a new shared universe for DC, "laying the groundwork for the future slate of films based on DC Comics."[305] In 2014, Warner Bros. announced that slate of films, similarly to Disney and Marvel claiming dates for films years in advance.[306] That year, DC CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] stated that the television series Arrow[image: External link] and The Flash[image: External link] were set in a separate universe from the new film one,[307] later clarifying that "We look at it as the multiverse[image: External link]. We have our TV universe and our film universe, but they all co-exist. For us, creatively, it's about allowing everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world. Everyone has a vision and you really want to let the visions shine through ... It's just a different approach [to Marvel's]."[308]

Discussing the apparent failure of the cinematic universe's first team-up film, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], to establish a successful equivalent to the MCU, Todd VanDerWerff noted that where the MCU has a television-like "showrunner" in Feige, "the visionary behind Marvel's entire slate", the DCEU has director Zack Snyder[image: External link], whose DC films "seemingly start from the assumption that people have come not to see an individual story but a long series of teases for other ones. It's like he knows what he needs to do but can't focus on the task at hand. TV certainly isn't immune to that problem, but shows that get caught up in high-concept premises and big-picture thinking before doing the necessary legwork to establish characters and their relationships tend to be canceled."[289] Subsequently, in May 2016, Warner Bros. gave oversight of the DCEU to Johns and executive Jon Berg in an attempt to "unify the disparate elements of the DC movies" and emulate Marvel's success. The two were made producers on the Justice League films, on top of Johns' involvement in several "solo" films, such as the post-production process of Suicide Squad[image: External link] or the writing process of a standalone Batman film.[309] After the successful release of Wonder Woman[image: External link] in June 2017, DC decided to begin deemphasizing the shared nature of their films, with DC Entertainment president Diane Nelson[image: External link] stating, "Our intention, certainly, moving forward is using the continuity to help make sure nothing is diverging in a way that doesn't make sense, but there's no insistence upon an overall story line or interconnectivity in that universe... Moving forward, you'll see the DC movie universe being a universe, but one that comes from the heart of the filmmaker who's creating them." Additionally, DC began focusing on films "completely separate from everything else, set entirely outside the" DCEU as part of a new label, with the first centered on the Joker[image: External link].[310]
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 20th Century Fox




Main articles: X-Men (film series)[image: External link] and Fantastic Four in film


In November 2012, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] announced plans to create their own shared universe, consisting of Marvel properties that it holds the rights to including the Fantastic Four[image: External link] and X-Men, with the hiring of Mark Millar as supervising producer. Millar said, "Fox are thinking, 'We're sitting on some really awesome things here. There is another side of the Marvel Universe. Let's try and get some cohesiveness going.' So they brought me in to oversee that really. To meet with the writers and directors to suggest new ways we could take this stuff and new properties that could spin out of it."[311] X-Men: Days of Future Past, released in 2014, was Fox's first step towards expanding their stable of Marvel properties and creating this universe,[312] ahead of the release of a Fantastic Four reboot film the next year.[313] However, in May 2014, Days of Future Past and Fantastic Four screenwriter Simon Kinberg[image: External link] stated that the latter film would not take place in the same universe as the X-Men films, explaining that "none of the X-Men movies have acknowledged the notion of a sort of superhero team—the Fantastic Four. And the Fantastic Four acquire powers, so for them to live in a world where mutants are prevalent is kind of complicated, because you're like, 'Oh, you're just a mutant.' Like, 'What's so fantastic about you?' ... they live in discrete universes."[313] In July 2015, X-Men director Bryan Singer[image: External link] said that there was still potential for a crossover between the X-Men and Fantastic Four franchises, if reaction to Fantastic Four and X-Men: Apocalypse warranted it.[314]

Feeling that Singer's efforts in Apocalypse to establish a larger world, similar to the MCU, did not meet the standards established by Marvel, VanDerWerff noted that unlike Feige's ability to serve as "pseudo-showrunner", Singer is instead "steeped in film and the way movie stories have always been told", so "when it comes time to have Apocalypse dovetail with story threads from the earlier X-Men: First Class (which was directed by someone else entirely), both Singer's direction and Simon Kinberg's script rely on hackneyed devices and clumsy storytelling", indicating a lack of "the kind of big-picture thinking this sort of mega franchise requires".[289]
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 Sony Pictures




Main article: Spider-Man in film


In November 2013, Sony Pictures Entertainment Co-Chairman Amy Pascal announced that the studio intended to expand their universe created within the Marc Webb Amazing Spider-Man series[image: External link], with spin-off adventures for supporting characters, in an attempt to replicate Marvel and Disney's model.[312] The next month, Sony announced Venom[image: External link] and Sinister Six[image: External link] films, both set in the Amazing Spider-Man universe. With this announcement, IGN stated that the spin-offs are "the latest example of what we can refer to as "the Avengers effect" in Hollywood, as studios work to build interlocking movie universes."[315] Sony chose not to replicate the Marvel Studios model of introducing individual characters first before bringing them together in a team-up film, instead making the Spider-Man adversaries the stars of future films.[302] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios announced that the Spider-Man franchise would be retooled, with a new film co-produced by Feige and Pascal being released in July 2017, and the character being integrated into the MCU. Sony Pictures would continue to finance, distribute, own, and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films.[42] With this announcement, sequels to The Amazing Spider-Man 2 were canceled,[316] and by November 2015 the Venom and Sinister Six films, as well as spin-offs based on female characters in the Spider-Man universe, were no longer moving forward.[316][317] By March 2016, the Venom film had itself been retooled, to start its own franchise unrelated to the MCU Spider-Man.[318] A year later, Sony officially announced the Venom film to be in development, for an October 5, 2018 release,[319] along with a film centered on the characters Silver Sable[image: External link] and Black Cat[image: External link].[320] Both projects were not intended to be a part of the MCU nor spin-offs to Spider-Man: Homecoming, but rather part of an intended separate shared universe.[320][321]

After Sony canceled their shared universe plans and started sharing the Spider-Man character with Marvel Studios, multiple critics discussed their failure at replicating the MCU. Scott Meslow of The Week[image: External link] noted the perceived flaws of the first Amazing Spider-Man film, outside of its lead performances, and how the sequel "doubles down on all the missteps of the original while adding a few of its own. …We now have a textbook example of how not to reboot a superhero franchise, and if Sony and Marvel are wise, they'll take virtually all those lessons to heart as they chart Spider-Man's next course."[322] Scott Mendelson noted that The Amazing Spider-Man 2 "was sold as less a sequel to The Amazing Spider-Man than a backdoor pilot for Spider-Man vs. the Sinister Six. …Had Sony stuck with the original plan of a scaled-down superhero franchise, one that really was rooted in romantic drama, they would have at least stuck out in a crowded field of superhero franchises. When every superhero film is now going bigger, Amazing Spider-Man could have distinguished itself by going small and intimate." This would have saved Sony "a boatload of money", and potentially reversed the film's relative financial failure.[323]
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 Academia




In September 2014, the University of Baltimore[image: External link] announced a course beginning in the 2015 spring semester[image: External link] revolving around the Marvel Cinematic Universe, to be taught by Arnold T. Blumberg. "Media Genres: Media Marvels" examines "how Marvel's series of interconnected films and television shows, plus related media and comic book sources and Joseph Campbell[image: External link]'s monomyth of the 'hero's journey'[image: External link], offer important insights into modern culture" as well as Marvel's efforts "to establish a viable universe of plotlines, characters, and backstories."[324]
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 Outside media
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 Disney Parks attractions




After the acquisition by Disney in 2009, Marvel films began to be marketed at the Innoventions[image: External link] attraction in Tomorrowland[image: External link] at Disneyland[image: External link]. For Iron Man 3, the exhibit, entitled Iron Man Tech Presented by Stark Industries, features the same armor display that was shown at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, with the Marks I-VII and the new Mark XLII. In addition, there is a simulator game, titled "Become Iron Man", that uses Kinect[image: External link]-like technology to allow the viewer to be encased in an animated Mark XLII armor and take part in a series of "tests," in which you fire repulsor rays and fly through Tony Stark's workshop. The game is guided by J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link], who is voiced again by Paul Bettany. The exhibit also has smaller displays that include helmets and chest pieces from the earlier films and the gauntlet and boot from an action sequence in Iron Man 3.[325] The exhibit for Thor: The Dark World is called Thor: Treasures of Asgard, and features displays of Asgardian[image: External link] relics and transports guests to Odin[image: External link]'s throne room, where they are greeted by Thor.[326] Captain America: The Winter Soldier's exhibit, Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, features a meet and greet experience.[327]

From May to September 2017, Disneyland Resort featured the "Summer of Heroes", which sees members of the Guardians and Avengers making appearances throughout the Disneyland Resort. Additionally, the Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Dance Off event was featured, which involved Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link] blasting music from his boombox, along with the Avengers Training Initiative, a limited experience where Black Widow and Hawkeye "assemble a group of young recruits to see if they have what it takes to be an Avenger." Marvel related food and merchandise was also available throughout Hollywood Land[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure[image: External link] during the "Summer of Heroes".[328]

In March 2018, The Walt Disney Company announced three new Marvel-themed areas inspired by the MCU to Disney California Adventure, Walt Disney Studios Paris[image: External link], and Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link]. The developments will be designed by Walt Disney Imagineering[image: External link] in collaboration with Marvel Studios and Marvel Themed Entertainment.[329]
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 Hong Kong Disneyland




In October 2013, the Iron Man Experience attraction was announced for Hong Kong Disneyland.[330] It is set in the Tomorrowland[image: External link] section of the park,[331] with the area built to look like a new Stark Expo created by Tony Stark after the 2010 one, as seen in Iron Man 2,[332] with various exhibit halls that include the Mark III armor from the films.[331][333] The area also has Iron Man and Marvel-themed merchandise items and memorabilia, plus an interactive game where guests can have the chance to try on Iron Man's armor.[334] Iron Man Experience sees guests assist Iron Man in defeating Hydra throughout Hong Kong,[331] and opened on January 11, 2017.[334]

In March 2018, The Walt Disney Company announced a new Marvel-themed area inspired by the MCU to Hong Kong Disneyland and a new attraction where guests team up with Ant-Man and the Wasp, to join Iron Man Experience.[329][335] The Ant-Man and the Wasp ride, which is inspired by Ant-Man and the Wasp, replaces the Buzz Lightyear Astro Blasters[image: External link] ride. The enclosed ride will see guest use laser powered weapons to team up with Ant-Man and the Wasp to defeat Arnim Zola and his army of Hydra swarm bots.[336]
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 Disney California Adventure




At San Diego Comic-Con 2016, it was revealed that the Tower of Terror[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure would be replaced by a new attraction, Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout!. Chris Pratt[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Dave Bautista[image: External link] and Benicio del Toro[image: External link] all filmed exclusive footage for the attraction, reprising their roles as Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link], Gamora[image: External link], Drax[image: External link] and Taneleer Tivan / The Collector[image: External link], respectively.[337][338] James Gunn[image: External link], director of Guardians of the Galaxy and its sequel, directed footage for the attraction and consulted on all aspects of it.[339] Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout! sees visitors assisting Rocket to rescue the other Guardians from The Collector's Fortress, while the attraction features randomized events during the experience and music inspired by the Awesome Mix Vol. 1[image: External link] soundtrack. The attraction opened on May 27, 2017.[328] Despite having multiple references to the MCU, the attraction is not part of the MCU, rather the start of its own theme park universe that is inspired by the MCU.[340]

In March 2018, The Walt Disney Company announced a new Marvel-themed area inspired by the MCU to Disney California Adventure, anchored by Mission: Breakout!, that will see characters from the MCU such as Iron Man and Spider-Man join the Guardians of the Galaxy in a "completely immersive superhero universe." The area will replace the "A Bug's Land[image: External link]" area, which closed in mid-2018 to start construction on the Marvel area.[329][335]
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 Walt Disney Studios Park




In March 2018, The Walt Disney Company announced a new Marvel-themed area inspired by the MCU to Disneyland Paris[image: External link]' Walt Disney Studios Park. The area will include a reimagined attraction where riders will team up with Iron Man and other Avengers on a "hyper-kinetic adventure" in 2020. The park will also host the "Summer of Super Heroes" live-action stage show from June–September 2018.[329][335]
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 Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N.




In May 2014, the Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. (Scientific Training and Tactical Intelligence Operative Network) exhibit opened at the Discovery Times Square[image: External link] center. The exhibit features replica set pieces, as well as actual props from the films, mixed with interactive technology and information, crafted through a partnership with NASA[image: External link] and other scientists. Titus Welliver also provides a "debrief" to visitors, reprising his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Felix Blake. Created by Victory Hill Exhibits, Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. cost $7.5 million to create,[341][342] and ran through early September 2015.[343]

The exhibit also opened in South Korea[image: External link] at the War Memorial of Korea[image: External link] in April 2015,[344][345] in Paris, France, at Esplanade de La Défense[image: External link] a year later, and in Las Vegas at the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino[image: External link] in June 2016.[345] The Las Vegas version of the exhibit featured updated character details and corresponding science to incorporate the Marvel films that have released since the original exhibit in New York. Additionally, the Las Vegas version features Cobie Smulders reprising her role as Maria Hill to "debrief" visitors, replacing Welliver.[346]
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 GOMA exhibit




An art exhibit, titled "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe", was displayed exclusively at the Queensland Gallery of Modern Art[image: External link] (GOMA) from May to September 2017. The exhibit, which included "300 plus objects, films, costumes, drawings and other ephemera", featured content "from the collection of Marvel Studios and Marvel Entertainment and private collections" with "significant focus [given] to the creative artists who translate the drawn narrative to the screen through production design and storyboarding, costume and prop design, and special effects and postproduction". "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe" was also extended to GOMA's Australian Cinémathèque with a retrospective of the MCU films.[347]
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 Television specials
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 Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe (2014)




On March 18, 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which documented the history of Marvel Studios and the development of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and included exclusive interviews and behind-the-scenes footage from all of the films, One-Shots and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and sneak peeks of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy, unaired episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[348] and Ant-Man.[349] Brian Lowry of Variety felt the special, "contains a pretty interesting business and creative story. While it might all make sense in hindsight, there was appreciable audacity in Marvel's plan to release five loosely connected movies from the same hero-filled world, beginning with the cinematically unproven Iron Man and culminating with superhero team The Avengers. As such, this fast-moving hour qualifies as more than just a cut-and-paste job from electronic press kits, although there's an element of that, certainly."[350] The special was released on September 9, 2014 on the home media for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. season 1.[351]
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 Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop! (2014)




In September 2014, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell stated that in order to meet production demands and avoid having to air repeat episodes, ABC would likely air a Marvel special in place of a regular installment at some point during the first ten episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s second season.[82] In October, the special was revealed to be Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, which was hosted by Emily VanCamp[image: External link], who portrays Agent 13 in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and aired on November 4, 2014.[352] The special features behind the scenes footage from Avengers: Age of Ultron and Ant-Man, as well as footage from the Agent Carter television series previously screened at New York Comic-Con[image: External link].[353] Brian Lowry of Variety felt an hour for the special did not "do the topic justice" adding, "For anyone who has seen more than one Marvel movie but would shrug perplexedly at the mention of Jack Kirby or Steve Ditko, Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp To Pop! should probably be required viewing. Fun, fast-paced and encompassing many of the company's highlights along with a few lowlights, it's a solid primer on Marvel's history, while weaving in inevitable self-promotion and synergistic plugs."[354] Eric Goldman of IGN also wished the special had been longer, adding, "Understandably, the more you already know about Marvel, the less you'll be surprised by Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, but it's important to remember who this special is really made for – a mainstream audience who have embraced the Marvel characters, via the hugely successful movies, in a way no one could have imagined."[353]
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 Books




In September 2015, Marvel announced the Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, named as a nod to the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link]. Each guidebook is compiled by Mike O'Sullivan and the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe team, with cover art from Mike Del Mundo and Pascal Campion, and features facts about the MCU films, film-to-comic comparisons, and production stills. Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Iron Man, Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Incredible Hulk / Marvel's Iron Man 2,[355] Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Thor,[356] and Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[357] released each month from October 2015 to January 2016, respectively.
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 A Mini Marvel




In February 2016, a commercial for Coca-Cola mini cans aired during Super Bowl 50[image: External link]. A Mini Marvel was created by Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link] for Coca-Cola through a partnership with Marvel, and was directed by the Russo brothers.[377][378] In the ad, Ant-Man (voiced by Paul Rudd, reprising his role) and the Hulk first fight, and then bond, over a Coke mini can.[377] Luma Pictures provided visual effects for the spot, having worked previously with the two characters in MCU films. For the Hulk, Luma redefined its previous muscular system and simulation process to create and render the character, while Ant-Man received new motion capture.[378] The Super Bowl campaign extended to "limited-edition Coke mini cans [six packs] that are emblazoned with images of Marvel characters, including Hulk, Ant-Man, Black Widow, [Falcon, Iron Man] and Captain America." Consumers had the opportunity to purchase the cans by finding hidden clues in the commercial, though "if the program goes well, Coke will consider making the cans available in stores."[377] The ad had the third most social media activity of all the film-related trailers that aired during the game,[379] and was nominated for Outstanding Visual Effects in a Commercial at the 15th Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link].[380]
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 See also
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Avengers (comics)






For the comic books that feature this team, see The Avengers (comic book)[image: External link].

The Avengers are a fictional[image: External link] team of superheroes[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The team made its debut in The Avengers[image: External link] #1 ( cover-dated[image: External link] Sept. 1963), created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist/co-plotter Jack Kirby. The Avengers is Lee and Kirby's renovation of a previous superhero team, All-Winners Squad[image: External link], that appeared in comic books series published Marvel Comics' predecessor Timely Comics[image: External link].

Labeled "Earth's Mightiest Heroes", the Avengers originally consisted of Ant-Man[image: External link], the Hulk, Iron Man, Thor, and the Wasp. Ant-Man had become Giant-Man[image: External link] by issue #2. The original Captain America was discovered trapped in ice in issue #4, and joined the group after they revived him. A rotating roster became a hallmark of the series, although one theme remained consistent: the Avengers fight "the foes no single superhero can withstand." The team, famous for its battle cry of "Avengers Assemble!", has featured humans, mutants[image: External link], Inhumans[image: External link], androids[image: External link], aliens[image: External link], supernatural beings, and even former villains.

The team has appeared in a wide variety of media outside of comic books including a number of different animated television series and direct-to-video films. The 2012 live-action feature film The Avengers[image: External link], directed by Joss Whedon[image: External link], set numerous records during its box office run, including one of the biggest opening debuts[image: External link] in North America, with a weekend gross of $207.4 million.[1] A second Avengers film titled Avengers: Age of Ultron was released on May 1, 2015, followed by Avengers: Infinity War, scheduled to be released on April 27, 2018 and an unnamed sequel, scheduled for release on May 3, 2019.
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The team debuted in The Avengers[image: External link] #1 (Sept. 1963). Much like the Justice League[image: External link], the Avengers were an assemblage of pre-existing superhero characters created by Lee and Jack Kirby. This initial series, published bi-monthly through issue #6 (July 1964) and monthly thereafter ran through issue #402 (Sept. 1996), with spinoffs including several annuals[image: External link], miniseries[image: External link] and a giant-size quarterly sister series that ran briefly in the mid-1970s.[2]

Other spinoff series include West Coast Avengers[image: External link], initially published as a four-issue miniseries in 1984, followed by a 102-issue series (Oct. 1985–Jan. 1994), retitled Avengers West Coast with #47;[3][4] and the 40-issue Solo Avengers[image: External link] (Dec.1987–Jan. 1991), retitled Avengers Spotlight with #21.[5][6]

Between 1996 and 2004, Marvel relaunched the primary Avengers title three times. In 1996, the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" line took place in an alternate universe[image: External link], with a revamped history unrelated to mainstream Marvel continuity.

The Avengers vol. 3 relaunched and ran for 84 issues from February 1998 to August 2004. To coincide with what would have been the 500th issue of the original series, Marvel changed the numbering, and The Avengers #500–503 (Sept.– Dec. 2004), the one-shot[image: External link] Avengers Finale (Jan. 2005)[7] became the "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]" storyline and final issues. In January 2005, a new version of the team appeared in the ongoing title The New Avengers[image: External link],[8] followed by The Mighty Avengers[image: External link], Avengers: The Initiative[image: External link], and Dark Avengers[image: External link]. Avengers vol. 4 debuted in July 2010 and ran until January 2013.[9] Vol. 5 was launched in February 2013.[10] After Secret Wars[image: External link], a new Avengers team debuted, dubbed the All-New, All-Different Avengers[image: External link], starting with a Free Comic Book Day[image: External link] preview.[11] Following Civil War II[image: External link], the book was relaunched in 2016 as Avengers, while retaining the same writer and much of the cast from the All-New, All-Different run.[12] The series ran for 11 issues before reverting to the numbering of the original Avengers series with issue #672. Starting with issue #675, all four Avengers titles being published at the time (Avengers, Uncanny Avengers, U.S. Avengers[image: External link] and Occupy Avengers[image: External link]) were merged into a single weekly series dubbed Avengers: No Surrender, designed to close out this era of the team's history.[13]

Following the conclusion of No Surrender in 2018, the series will be relaunched again as Avengers.[14]
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When the Asgardian[image: External link] god Loki[image: External link] seeks revenge against his brother Thor, his machinations unwittingly lead teenager Rick Jones to collect Ant-Man[image: External link], the Wasp, and Iron Man to help Thor and the Hulk, whom Loki used as a pawn. After the group vanquished Loki, Ant-Man stated that the five worked well together and suggested they form a team; the Wasp named the group Avengers.[15][16]

The roster changed almost immediately; at the beginning of the second issue, Ant-Man became Giant-Man, and at the end of the issue, the Hulk left once he realized how much the others feared his unstable personality.[17] Captain America soon joined the team in issue #4,[18][19] and he was given "founding member" status in the Hulk's place.[20] The Avengers went on to fight foes such as Baron Zemo, who formed the Masters of Evil[image: External link],[21] Kang the Conqueror[image: External link],[22][23] Wonder Man[image: External link],[24][25] and Count Nefaria[image: External link].[26][27]

The next milestone came when every member but Captain America resigned; they were replaced by three former villains: Hawkeye, the Scarlet Witch, and Quicksilver.[28][29][30] Giant-Man, now calling himself Goliath,[31] and the Wasp rejoined.[31] Hercules[image: External link] became part of the team,[32] while the Black Knight[image: External link],[33] and the Black Widow[image: External link],[34] abetted the Avengers but did not become members until years later. Spider-Man[image: External link] was offered membership but did not join the group.[35] The Black Panther joined after rescuing the team from the Grim Reaper[image: External link] and Klaw[image: External link].[36][37] The X-Men[image: External link] #45 (June 1968) featured a crossover with The Avengers #53 (June 1968).[38][39] This was followed by the introduction of the android the Vision.[40][41] Pym assumed the new identity of Yellowjacket in issue #59,[42] and married the Wasp the following month.[43]

The Avengers headquarters was in a New York City building called Avengers Mansion[image: External link], courtesy of Tony Stark (Iron Man's real identity). The mansion was serviced by Edwin Jarvis, the Avengers' faithful butler,[44] and furnished with state of the art[image: External link] technology and defense systems, and included the Avengers' primary mode of transport: the five-engine Quinjet[image: External link].

The prequel comic Avengers #1 1/2 (Dec. 1999), by writer Roger Stern and artist Bruce Timm, told a retro-style story taking place between issues #1 and #2, detailing Ant-Man's decision to transform himself into Giant-Man.[45]
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The team encountered new characters such as Arkon[image: External link] in issue #75 (April 1970),[46] and Red Wolf[image: External link] in #80 (Sept. 1970).[47] The team's adventures increased in scope as the team crossed into an alternate dimension and battled the Squadron Supreme[image: External link],[48][49][50] and fought in the Kree-Skrull War[image: External link],[51][52][53] an epic battle between the alien Kree[image: External link] and Skrull[image: External link] races and guest-starred the Kree hero, Captain Marvel[image: External link]. The Avengers briefly disband when Skrulls impersonating Captain America, Thor, and Iron Man used their authority as founders of the team and disbanded it.[54] The true founding Avengers, minus the Wasp, reformed the team in response after complaints from Jarvis.[55]

Mantis[image: External link] joined the team along with the reformed Swordsman.[56] "The Avengers-Defenders Clash" storyline crossed over between the two team titles.[57][58][59] "The Celestial Madonna" arc linked Mantis' origins to the very beginnings of the Kree-Skrull conflict in a time-spanning adventure involving Kang the Conqueror,[60] and Immortus[image: External link], who were past and future versions of each other.[61][62][63] Mantis was revealed to be the Celestial Madonna,[64] who was destined to give birth to a being that would save the universe.[65] It was revealed that the Vision's body had only been appropriated, and not created by Ultron, and that it originally belonged to the 1940s Human Torch[image: External link]. With his origins clear to him, the Vision proposed to the Scarlet Witch. The "Celestial Madonna" saga ended with their wedding, presided over by Immortus.[66][67] The Beast[image: External link] and Moondragon[image: External link] joined the team soon after.[68] A seven-part story featured the Squadron Supreme and the Serpent Crown[image: External link].[69]

Other classic storylines included "The Bride of Ultron[image: External link]",[70][71] the " Nefaria[image: External link] Trilogy",[72][73][74] and "The Korvac[image: External link] Saga", which featured nearly every Avenger who joined the team up to that point.[75][76] Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] became the Avengers' liaison to the United States National Security Council[image: External link].[73][77] Gyrich was prejudiced against superhumans and acted in a heavy-handed, obstructive manner, and insisted that the Avengers follow government rules and regulations or else lose their priority status with the government. Among Gyrich's demands was that the active roster be trimmed down to only seven members, and that the Falcon, an African American[image: External link], be admitted to the team to comply with affirmative action[image: External link] laws. This last act was resented by Hawkeye, who because of the seven-member limit lost his membership slot to the Falcon.[78] The Falcon, in turn, was unhappy to be the beneficiary of what he perceived to be tokenism[image: External link], and decided to resign from the team, after which Wonder Man rejoined.[79] The true origins of Quicksilver and the Scarlet Witch were revealed in a three-part story that ran in issues #185–187 (July–Sept. 1979).[80] After this adventure, the Scarlet Witch took a leave of absence and Ms. Marvel[image: External link] officially joined the team as her replacement.[81]
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The first major development was the breakdown of Henry Pym,[82] with his frequent changes of costume and name being symptomatic of an identity problem and an inferiority complex[image: External link]. After he abused his wife, failed to win back the confidence of the Avengers with a ruse and was duped by the villain Egghead[image: External link], Pym was jailed.[83] Pym would later outwit Egghead and defeated the latest incarnation of the Masters of Evil single-handedly, and proved his innocence.[84] Pym reconciled with the Wasp, but they decided to remain apart.[85] Pym retired from super-heroics,[85] but returned years later.[86]

This was followed by several major storylines, such as "Ultimate Vision" in which the Vision took over the world's computer systems in a misguided attempt to create world peace;[87][88][89][90] the formation of the West Coast Avengers[image: External link];[91][92] and "Avengers Under Siege" which involved the second Baron Zemo[image: External link] and the Masters of Evil taking over the mansion and severely injuring Jarvis and Hercules.[93] "Assault on Olympus" featured Hercules' father, Zeus, blaming the Avengers for his son's injuries and brought them to Olympus for trial,[94] and the "Heavy Metal" arc saw the Super Adaptoid[image: External link] organized several robotic villains for an assault on the team.[95] New members during the 1980s included Tigra[image: External link];[96] the She-Hulk[image: External link];[97] an African American Captain Marvel named Monica Rambeau[image: External link];[98] Starfox[image: External link];[99] Hawkeye's wife, Mockingbird[image: External link];[91] and Namor[image: External link],[100] while Henry Pym emerged from retirement to join the West Coast Avengers.[86] Spider-Man was again offered membership,[101] but failed to gain admission due to security concerns by the Avengers' government liaison.[102]

The villain Nebula[image: External link] falsely claimed to be the granddaughter of Thanos.[103] The team relocated for a period to a floating island off the coast of New York called Hydrobase after Avengers Mansion was severely damaged during the events in "Under Siege".[104] Hydrobase was later sunk during the Acts of Vengeance crossover.[105]

The Avengers and West Coast Avengers changed to allow members to be active when available and reserved when not available and merged the two separate Avengers teams into one team with two bases.[106] The Vision had his personality fundamentally altered, along with the discovery that the children of the Scarlet Witch and the Vision were actually illusions. The loss of the Scarlet Witch's children and the Vision, who was disassembled by government agents in retaliation for the Ultimate Vision storyline, drove her insane, although she eventually recovered and rejoined the team. This story revealed that the Scarlet Witch's powers included wide-range reality manipulation and she was what the time-traveling Immortus refers to as a "nexus being" setting the stage for 2004's eventual Chaos and Avengers Disassembled storylines.[107] This played out in the Darker than Scarlet storyline which ran in Avengers West Coast from issues #51–62 (Nov. 1989–Sept. 1990). The Avengers titles in late 1989 were involved in the major crossover event "Acts of Vengeance[image: External link]" where Loki assembled many of Marvel's arch-villains, his inner circle consisted of Doctor Doom, Magneto[image: External link], Kingpin[image: External link], Mandarin[image: External link], Wizard[image: External link], and Red Skull, in a plot to destroy the team. Loki orchestrated a mass breakout of villains from prison facility, the Vault[image: External link], as part of his "Acts of Vengeance" scheme, but he ultimately failed in his goal to destroy the Avengers.
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The U.S. government revoked the Avengers' New York State charter in a treaty with the Soviet Union. The Avengers then received a charter from the United Nations and the Avengers split into two teams with a substitute reserve team backing up the main teams.[108]

At this point ongoing story lines and character development focused on the Black Knight, Sersi[image: External link], Crystal[image: External link], Hercules, the Vision, and the Black Widow. Their primary antagonists in this run were the mysterious Proctor[image: External link] and his team of other-dimensional Avengers known as the Gatherers. During this period, the Avengers found themselves facing increasingly murderous enemies and were forced to question their rule against killing.[109]

This culminated in "Operation: Galactic Storm[image: External link]", a 19-part storyline that ran through all Avengers-related titles and showcased a conflict between the Kree and the Shi'ar Empire[image: External link].[110] The team split when Iron Man and several dissidents executed the Supreme Intelligence[image: External link] against the wishes of Captain America. After a vote disbanded the West Coast Avengers[image: External link], Iron Man formed a proactive and aggressive team called Force Works[image: External link].[111] During the team's first mission, Wonder Man was killed again, though his atoms were temporarily scattered. Force Works later disbanded after it was revealed that Iron Man became a murderer via the manipulations of the villain Kang,[112] the same storyline seeing Iron Man sacrificing himself and being replaced by his teenage counterpart from a parallel timeline.

During the Heroes Reborn[image: External link] event, many of the Avengers together with the Fantastic Four[image: External link] and others, died trying to stop the psychic entity Onslaught[image: External link], although it was revealed that Franklin Richards[image: External link] preserved those heroes in a pocket universe. Believing the main team to be gone, the Black Widow[image: External link] disbanded the Avengers, and only butler Edwin Jarvis remained to tend to the Mansion.

The previous continuity of the Marvel Universe[image: External link] was set aside as the heroes were "reborn" in the pocket universe created by Franklin Richards to save his parents and their friends, while The "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" line ended[113] and the heroes returned to the prime Marvel Universe. This restoration also undid recent changes to the team members such as the Wasp being mutated into an insectoid state, Hawkeye being rendered deaf, and Stark being replaced by his teenage self, attributed to Franklin's childish perception recreating the heroes in the manner he was more familiar with.

After the Heroes Reborn series concluded, the Avengers comic was restarted with vol. 3 #1 written by Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and pencilled by George Perez[image: External link]. New members during this run included the revived Wonder Man, Justice[image: External link], Firestar[image: External link], Silverclaw[image: External link], and Triathlon[image: External link]. The Avengers fought many of their traditional villains such as the Grim Reaper[image: External link],[114][115] Ultron,[116] Count Nefaria[image: External link], and Kang the Conqueror[image: External link].[117] The limited series[image: External link] Avengers Forever[image: External link], starting during this period, was a time travel[image: External link] story that explored the history of the Avengers and resolved many outstanding questions about Kang and Immortus's past manipulations of the team, featuring various Avengers from the past, present and possible futures working alongside Kang the Conqueror and Rick Jones as part of Kang's attempt to escape his perceived 'destiny' as Immortus.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000s




The Avengers were granted international authority by the United Nations. Members joining during that period included Jack of Hearts[image: External link] and the second Ant-Man. A new Captain Britain[image: External link] was added to the team. The "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]" storyline followed.[118][119] Titled Chaos, the story featured the deaths of some members and a loss of credibility for the team. The culprit is revealed to be the Scarlet Witch, who had gone insane after agonizing over the memory of her lost children and who subsequently lost control of her reality-altering powers.[120] With the team in disarray and Avengers Mansion ruined, the surviving members agreed to disband.

A new Avengers team formed, in the series New Avengers[image: External link] after a group of heroes banded together to thwart a break-out at super-villain prison the Raft, composed of Iron Man, Captain America, Luke Cage[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], Ronin[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link],[121] Spider-Woman[image: External link], and the mysterious Sentry[image: External link].[122] This was soon followed by the House of M[image: External link] event.

In the company-wide "Civil War" story arc, Marvel superheroes were split over compliance with the U.S. government's new Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link], which required all superpowered persons to register their true identities with the federal government and become agents of same. The New Avengers disbanded, with a rebel underground starring in a series retaining The New Avengers in its trademarked[image: External link] cover logo and New Avengers in its copyright[image: External link] indicia[image: External link]. Luke Cage led this team, consisting of himself, Echo[image: External link], Ronin, Spider-Man, Spider-Woman, Wolverine, Iron Fist[image: External link], and Doctor Strange[image: External link]. During the long-term Secret Invasion[image: External link] by the shape-shifting alien race the Skrulls[image: External link], it was revealed that Spider-Woman had been abducted and replaced by the Skrull queen Veranke[image: External link] before she even joined the team. After the Skrulls' defeat, Spider-Woman was rescued along with other abducted and replaced heroes. During the company-wide story arc "Dark Reign[image: External link]", Echo and Iron Fist left the team and the Avengers gained Ms. Marvel[image: External link], Bucky Barnes as a fill-in Captain America, and Mockingbird[image: External link].

Iron Man, in the series The Mighty Avengers[image: External link], formed a team under the aegis of the government's Fifty State Initiative[image: External link] program, and took up residency in New York City, joined by Ares[image: External link], the Black Widow[image: External link], the Sentry, the Wasp, Wonder Man[image: External link], and leader Carol Danvers as Ms. Marvel[image: External link].[123][124] After the events of the Secret Invasion[image: External link] story arc, Norman Osborn[image: External link] assumed control of the formerly S.H.I.E.L.D.-sponsored Avengers, now under the auspices of his own agency, H.A.M.M.E.R. All but Ares and the Sentry left this team — the Wasp appeared to have died — and the team migrated to the series Dark Avengers[image: External link]. Osborn recruited Marvel Boy[image: External link] to pose as Captain Marvel and Daken[image: External link] to pose as his father, Wolverine[image: External link], bringing Moonstone, Bullseye, and Venom from his previous Thunderbolts[image: External link] team to impersonate Ms. Marvel, Hawkeye, and Spider-Man respectively.

In The Mighty Avengers, Pym, assumed the Wasp identity in tribute to his fallen ex-wife, led a new team of Avengers, and claimed the name for his team as he was the only founding Avenger on any of the three active Avengers rosters (Wasp and Cap were dead, Thor was acting solo, and Iron Man was on the run from Osborn). His team operated under a multinational umbrella group, the Global Reaction Agency for Mysterious Paranormal Activity (GRAMPA). This team featured the roster of Hercules[image: External link], Amadeus Cho, Stature[image: External link], the Vision, Jocasta[image: External link], U.S. Agent, Quicksilver, and Pym. Loki[image: External link] in disguise as the Scarlet Witch was a recurring character. Iron Man and the Hulk were briefly with them.
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After Osborn's Dark Avengers were exposed as criminals and their attack on Asgard was thwarted, the next iteration of the Avengers roster consisted of Thor[image: External link], Hawkeye, Spider-Man[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], Captain America, Spider-Woman[image: External link], Iron Man, and team leader Maria Hill[image: External link].[125] Steve Rogers, briefly eschewing his Captain America persona, responds to Luke Cage's concerns about the team reverting to old methods by granting Cage's "New Avengers" recognition as an official team independent of Stark's more traditional Avengers. Bucky Barnes as Captain America joined the main Avengers, while Iron Fist, Power Woman[image: External link], and the Thing[image: External link] joined Cage's team, Spider-Man and Wolverine maintaining dual membership in both teams. Rogers was an occasional presence and Victoria Hand[image: External link] was added as a government liaison for the New Avengers with Rogers's backing.

A second series, titled Secret Avengers[image: External link], was released in May 2010, written by Ed Brubaker[image: External link] with Mike Deodato[image: External link] as the regular artist.[126] The second volume of the New Avengers[image: External link] series was relaunched in June 2010, written by Bendis and drawn by Stuart Immonen[image: External link].[127] A fourth title, Avengers Academy[image: External link], was launched in June 2010, replacing Avengers: The Initiative. Christos Gage[image: External link] served as writer, with Mike McKone[image: External link] as artist.[128]

Following a meeting between Rogers and MI-13[image: External link], Captain Britain[image: External link] accepted a position with the Avengers.[129] Noh-Varr[image: External link] later did as well.[130] Bruce Banner made arrangements with Rogers for the Red Hulk to join.[131][132]

The "Shattered Heroes[image: External link]" storyline led to several changes in the main Avengers lineup, with Quake[image: External link] and Storm[image: External link] being recruited, and the Vision rejoining the team. Wolverine and Spider-Man leave the main team and become more involved with the New Avengers[image: External link].[133] During the events of the Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link] storyline, Storm quits to side with her fellow mutants as a member of the X-Men. The Avengers dismiss Noh-Varr after he attempted to betray the team, though ultimately he did not. The conflict ends with both teams united but defeated by an unrepentant Cyclops[image: External link]. A new series, Uncanny Avengers[image: External link], debuted in the flagship title of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] initiative. The title is written by Rick Remender[image: External link] with art by John Cassaday[image: External link], and the team contains members of both the Avengers and the X-Men.[134] As well, a biweekly Avengers title was launched, written by Jonathan Hickman[image: External link] and drawn by different artists for each story arc.[135] Hickman also began writing New Avengers.[136]

During the AXIS[image: External link] storyline, when a now-evil Scarlet Witch invades Latveria, Doctor Doom forms his own team of Avengers consisting of 3D Man, Elsa Bloodstone, Stingray, Valkyrie, and U.S. Agent.[137] After various heroes and villains experience a moral inversion in the battle against the Red Skull empowered with Professor Charles Xavier's abilities, Rogers later assembles Magneto, Doctor Doom, the Absorbing Man, Carnage, Deadpool, the Enchantress, the Hobgoblin, the fifth Jack O'Lantern, Loki, Mystique, and Sabretooth, all temporarily 'inverted' to act as heroes, to assist he and Spider-Man in defeating the inverted Avengers and X-Men until the original spell can be undone.[138] During the Time Runs Out storyline, Sunspot[image: External link] created a team of the Avengers, consisting of himself, Black Widow, Cannonball, Manifold, Pod, Shang-Chi, Smasher, Spider-Woman, Validator, and the Children of the Sun. The "Multiversal Avengers" division of this team consists of Abyss, the Ex Nihili (including Ex Nihilo), Hyperion, Nightmask, Odinson, and Star Brand.[139]

Following the destruction and reconstruction of reality in Secret Wars[image: External link], a new team is created known as Avengers Idea Mechanics, set to tackle Avengers-level threats beyond simply fighting villains, while the Avengers Unity Squad continues to operate to support mutant relations. Iron Man forms a new team of Avengers in the All-New All-Different Avengers series consisting of himself, the Vision, Nova (Sam Alexander), Ms. Marvel, Spider-Man (Miles Morales), Captain America (Sam Wilson), and Thor (Jane Foster).[140] Following the Civil War II[image: External link], storyline, the title was canceled and replaced with a new volume of the regular Avengers title. The roster was also changed, where following Iron Man being placed in a coma, and Spider-Man (Miles Morales), Nova, and Ms. Marvel's resignation from the team (who instead teamed up with other heroes their own age to form their own group the Champions[image: External link][141]), the remaining three members are paired up with Spider-Man (Peter Parker), Hercules[image: External link] and Wasp (Nadia Pym) to form a new team.[142]

During the Secret Empire[image: External link] storyline, the Hydra regime has their own Avengers consisting of Odinson, Deadpool, a Chthon[image: External link]-possessed Scarlet Witch, Vision (who was suffering from an A.I. Virus created by Arnim Zola), Taskmaster[image: External link], Eric O'Grady[image: External link]'s Life Model Decoy[image: External link] counterpart Black Ant[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' Superior Octopus appearance.[143] However, in the final stand, Odinson rejects Rogers' authority and sides with his old allies, while the Vision's daughter purges him of the virus and Brother Voodoo exorcises Chthon from the Witch, while Taskmaster and Black Ant free the imprisoned Champions in exchange for leniency.[144]
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 Other versions
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 1950s Avengers




Main article: Agents of Atlas[image: External link]


A short-lived team of superheroes in the 1950s called themselves the Avengers. It consisted of Marvel Boy[image: External link], Venus[image: External link], the 3-D Man[image: External link], Gorilla-Man[image: External link], M-11[image: External link], Jimmy Woo[image: External link], Namora[image: External link], and Jann of the Jungle[image: External link],[145] and existed in an alternate timeline[image: External link] that was erased by the time-manipulating Immortus[image: External link].[146] Agents of Atlas[image: External link], a version of the group, without 3-D Man and Jann existed in mainstream continuity, and eventually reformed in the present day.[147]
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 Avengers 1959




Main article: Avengers 1959[image: External link]


The New Avengers[image: External link] vol. 2, #10 revealed another 1950s Avengers team, formed by Nick Fury to hunt the last remnants of the Third Reich[image: External link] and consisted of Fury himself, Dominic Fortune[image: External link], Dum Dum Dugan[image: External link], Namora[image: External link], Silver Sable[image: External link], Sabretooth[image: External link], Kraven the Hunter[image: External link], and Ulysses Bloodstone[image: External link]. A follow-up miniseries penned by Howard Chaykin[image: External link] showed this group assisted by Blonde Phantom[image: External link], Eric Koenig[image: External link] and a brand new character British wizard and spy, Powell McTeague. That time they fought against a cult based on the Nazi party which employed several agents, including Baron Blood and Brain Drain[image: External link].
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 Avengers (1,000,000 BC version)




In the one-shot issue that ties in with "Marvel Legacy[image: External link]," there was a version of the Avengers that existed back in 1,000,000 BC. The line-up consists of Agamotto[image: External link], Odin[image: External link], an unnamed Stone Age woman that was the host for the Phoenix Force[image: External link] and Stone Age versions of Black Panther, Ghost Rider, Iron Fist and Star Brand. This group first came together to defeat an out-of-control Celestial[image: External link] called the Fallen where they defeated it and sealed it underground somewhere in South Africa.[148][149]
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 Avengers Next




Main article: A-Next[image: External link]


In the alternate future timeline known as MC2[image: External link], the Avengers disbanded and Avengers Mansion was a museum. An emergency forced Edwin Jarvis to sound an alert, and a new generation of heroes formed a new team of Avengers. Most of the new Avengers were children of established Marvel superheroes.
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 Ultimate Marvel




Main article: Ultimates[image: External link]


In the Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] Universe, the Avengers are named the Ultimates[image: External link], and were formed by General Nicholas Fury[image: External link] to protect America against superhuman threats. They first appeared in The Ultimates[image: External link] by Mark Millar and Bryan Hitch[image: External link].[150][151] After the events of The Ultimates 2[image: External link], the team left S.H.I.E.L.D. employment to become independent and financed by Tony Stark[image: External link].[152]

A Black Ops team called the Avengers debuted sometime after the Ultimatum[image: External link] storyline. This version was a project headed up by Nick Fury and Tony Stark's brother Gregory Stark[image: External link] to bring Captain America back. Its known members consisted of War Machine, Hawkeye, the Black Widow II (Monica Chang), Spider (a Spider-Man clone created by Gregory Stark from the DNA of Spider-Man and Professor X), Tyrone Cash[image: External link] (who was the original Hulk before Bruce Banner), the Red Wasp[image: External link], and Nerd Hulk (an intelligent clone of the Hulk who lacks the Hulk's rage).[153] Additional members included Punisher[image: External link] (who joined the Avengers against a Ghost Rider[image: External link] manhunt)[154] and the half vampire Blade[image: External link] (who joined the group to help against a vampire[image: External link] invasion).[155]
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 Avengers Forever




One of the timelines seen in Avengers Forever[image: External link] is an alternate future where Martians[image: External link] have ravaged Earth and killed most of its heroes. An older version of Black Panther leads a team of Avengers consisting of Killraven[image: External link], Living Lightning[image: External link], Jocasta[image: External link], a new Crimson Dynamo[image: External link], and Thundra[image: External link].[156]
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 Marvel Zombies




The Avengers existed as a team prior to a zombie contagion's arrival in the original Marvel Zombies universe, and resembled their pre-disassembled roster. When several of their members were infected, they set about eating humanity and sent out a bogus "Avengers Assemble" call to draw super-humans to the Avengers Mansion, infected more heroes and thus spread the virus. The team fell apart and many of its members were killed as time passed.[157]

A second team of zombie Avengers appeared in Marvel Zombies Return. That team was brought together to find food and kill any resistance (zombie or uninfected) and was led by Sentry[image: External link]. Also on the team were the zombies Moon Knight[image: External link], Namor[image: External link], Quasar[image: External link], Quicksilver, Thundra[image: External link], and Super-Skrull[image: External link]. They were joined by zombie Giant-Man of the original Zombiverse, who was trying to power a dimensional teleporter, but were all killed by Spider-Man[image: External link]'s New Avengers. The team was composed of himself with Iron Man, Sandman, and the zombie Hulk and Wolverine.[158]
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 House of M: Avengers




In the alternate reality created by the Scarlet Witch, Luke Cage formed a team of superpowered humans to fight for human rights.[159]
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 Age of Apocalypse




A humanized version of the Avengers banded together during the Age of Apocalypse[image: External link] and were known as the Human High Council.[160][161]
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 Avengers 2099




During the "Secret Wars" storyline in the Battleworld domain of 2099, the Avengers are a team of corporate superheroes sponsored by Alchemax[image: External link]. The group consists of Captain America (a Latina woman named Roberta Mendez), Black Widow (an African-American woman named Tania), Iron Man (a dwarf[image: External link] named Sonny Frisco), Hawkeye (a half-man, half-bird creature named Max), and Hercules[image: External link].[162]
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 In other media




Main article: Avengers (comics) in other media[image: External link]


Three animated series have been based on the team. The Avengers: United They Stand[image: External link] was loosely based on the West Coast Avengers[image: External link] and ran from 1999 to 2000. The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link] was based on the early adventures of the team and ran from 2010 to 2013. Avengers Assemble[image: External link] is based on a new version of the team and premiered on May 26, 2013.

Marvel Animation[image: External link] has made three Avengers films, Ultimate Avengers[image: External link], Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link], and Next Avengers[image: External link].

Marvel Studios productions include: The 2012 live-action film The Avengers[image: External link], featuring Nick Fury recruiting Iron Man, Captain America, Hulk, Thor, Black Widow, and Hawkeye to form the Avengers to fight Loki[image: External link] and the Chitauri invasion of New York City. At the time, it set the record for the biggest opening debut[image: External link] in North America, with a weekend gross of $207.4 million.[1] A second Avengers film titled Avengers: Age of Ultron was released on May 1, 2015, which ended with the Falcon, War Machine, the Vision and Scarlet Witch joining the team after Iron Man, Hawkeye, Thor and the Hulk left the team to explore personal issues (Quicksilver also featured in the film but was killed in the battle with Ultron). The team also featured in the film Captain America: Civil War, which saw Captain America and Iron Man acting as leaders to two Avengers teams acting against and for the 'Sokovia Accords' that would bring heroes under government control, Captain America leading the Winter Soldier, the Falcon, the Scarlet Witch, Hawkeye and Ant-Man against Iron Man, War Machine, Black Widow, the Vision, the Black Panther and Spider-Man, the film concluding with the Avengers essentially disbanded due to the conflict over the Accords. A third Avengers film titled Avengers: Infinity War will be released on May 4, 2018, and a fourth untitled Avengers film will be released on May 3, 2019.
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Excalibur[image: External link] – The British version of the Avengers.

	
Alpha Flight[image: External link] – The Canadian version of the Avengers.

	
Big Hero 6[image: External link] – The Japanese version of the Avengers.

	
Winter Guard[image: External link] – The Russian version of the Avengers.

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]
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Iron Man






This article is about the fictional superhero. For other uses, see Iron Man (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Iron Man is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The character was created by writer and editor Stan Lee, developed by scripter Larry Lieber[image: External link], and designed by artists Don Heck[image: External link] and Jack Kirby. The character made his first appearance[image: External link] in Tales of Suspense #39 (cover dated[image: External link] March 1963).

A wealthy American business magnate[image: External link], playboy[image: External link], and ingenious scientist[image: External link], Anthony Edward "Tony" Stark suffers a severe chest injury during a kidnapping in which his captors attempt to force him to build a weapon of mass destruction[image: External link]. He instead creates a powered suit of armor[image: External link] to save his life and escape captivity. Later, Stark augments his suit with weapons and other technological devices he designed through his company, Stark Industries[image: External link]. He uses the suit and successive versions to protect the world as Iron Man, while at first concealing his true identity. Initially, Iron Man was a vehicle for Stan Lee to explore Cold War[image: External link] themes, particularly the role of American technology and industry in the fight against communism[image: External link].[1] Subsequent re-imaginings of Iron Man have transitioned from Cold War motifs to contemporary matters of the time.[1]

Throughout most of the character's publication history, Iron Man has been a founding member of the superhero team the Avengers and has been featured in several incarnations of his own various comic book series. Iron Man has been adapted for several animated TV shows and films. The character is portrayed by Robert Downey Jr. in the live action film Iron Man (2008), which was a critical and box office success. Downey, who received much acclaim for his performance, reprised the role in a cameo in The Incredible Hulk (2008), two Iron Man sequels Iron Man 2 (2010) and Iron Man 3 (2013), The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016), and Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), and will do so again in Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019) in the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

Iron Man was ranked 12th on IGN's "Top 100 Comic Book Heroes" in 2011,[2] and third in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012.[3]
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Iron Man's Marvel Comics premiere in Tales of Suspense #39 (cover dated[image: External link] March 1963) was a collaboration among editor and story-plotter Stan Lee, scripter Larry Lieber[image: External link], story-artist Don Heck[image: External link], and cover-artist and character-designer Jack Kirby.[4] In 1963, Lee had been toying with the idea of a businessman superhero.[5] He wanted to create the "quintessential capitalist", a character that would go against the spirit of the times and Marvel's readership.[6] Lee said,

He set out to make the new character a wealthy, glamorous ladies' man, but one with a secret that would plague and torment him as well.[8] Writer Gerry Conway[image: External link] said, "Here you have this character, who on the outside is invulnerable, I mean, just can't be touched, but inside is a wounded figure. Stan made it very much an in-your-face wound, you know, his heart was broken, you know, literally broken. But there's a metaphor going on there. And that's, I think, what made that character interesting."[7] Lee based this playboy's looks and personality on Howard Hughes[image: External link],[9] explaining, "Howard Hughes was one of the most colorful men of our time. He was an inventor, an adventurer, a multi-billionaire, a ladies' man and finally a nutcase."[10] "Without being crazy, he was Howard Hughes," Lee said.[7]

While Lee intended to write the story himself,[11] a minor deadline emergency eventually forced him to hand over the premiere issue to Lieber, who fleshed out the story.[8] The art was split between Kirby and Heck. "He designed the costume," Heck said of Kirby, "because he was doing the cover. The covers were always done first. But I created the look of the characters, like Tony Stark and his secretary Pepper Potts."[12] In a 1990 interview, when asked if he had "a specific model for Tony Stark and the other characters?", Heck replied "No, I would be thinking more along the lines of some characters I like, which would be the same kind of characters that Alex Toth[image: External link] liked, which was an Errol Flynn type."[13] Iron Man first appeared in 13- to 18-page stories in Tales of Suspense, which featured anthology[image: External link] science fiction[image: External link] and supernatural[image: External link] stories. The character's original costume was a bulky gray armored suit, replaced by a golden version in the second story (issue #40, April 1963). It was redesigned as sleeker, red-and-golden armor in issue #48 (Dec. 1963) by that issue's interior artist, Steve Ditko, although Kirby drew it on the cover. As Heck recalled in 1985, "[T]he second costume, the red and yellow one, was designed by Steve Ditko. I found it easier than drawing that bulky old thing. The earlier design, the robot-looking one, was more Kirbyish."[14]

In his premiere, Iron Man was an anti-communist[image: External link] hero, defeating various Vietnamese agents. Lee later regretted this early focus.[5][15] Throughout the character’s comic book[image: External link] series, technological advancement and national defense[image: External link] were constant themes for Iron Man, but later issues developed Stark into a more complex and vulnerable character as they depicted his battle with alcoholism[image: External link] (as in the "Demon in a Bottle[image: External link]" storyline) and other personal difficulties.

From issue #59 (Nov. 1964) to its final issue #99 (March 1968), the anthological science-fiction[image: External link] backup stories in Tales of Suspense were replaced by a feature starring the superhero Captain America. Lee and Heck introduced several adversaries for the character including the Mandarin[image: External link] in issue #50 (Feb. 1964),[16] the Black Widow in #52 (April 1964)[17] and Hawkeye five issues later.[18]

Lee said that "of all the comic books we published at Marvel, we got more fan mail for Iron Man from women, from females, than any other title....We didn't get much fan mail from girls, but whenever we did, the letter was usually addressed to Iron Man."[7]

Lee and Kirby included Iron Man in The Avengers #1 (Sept. 1963) as a founding member of the superhero team. The character has since appeared in every subsequent volume of the series.

Writers have updated the war and locale in which Stark is injured. In the original 1963 story, it was the Vietnam War[image: External link]. In the 1990s, it was updated to be the first Gulf War[image: External link],[19] and later updated again to be the war in Afghanistan[image: External link]. Stark's time with the Asian Nobel Prize[image: External link]-winning scientist Ho Yinsen[image: External link] is consistent through nearly all incarnations of the Iron Man origin, depicting Stark and Yinsen building the original armor together. One exception is the direct-to-DVD[image: External link] animated feature film The Invincible Iron Man[image: External link], in which the armor Stark uses to escape his captors is not the first Iron Man suit.
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The original Iron Man title explored Cold War[image: External link] themes, as did other Stan Lee projects in the early years of Marvel Comics. Where The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] respectively focused on American domestic and government responses to the Communist threat, Iron Man explored industry's role in the struggle. Tony Stark's real-life model, Howard Hughes[image: External link], was a significant defense contractor who developed new weapons technologies. Hughes was an icon both of American individualism and of the burdens of fame.[20]

Historian Robert Genter, in The Journal of Popular Culture[image: External link], writes that Tony Stark specifically presents an idealized portrait of the American inventor. Where earlier decades had seen important technological innovations come from famous individuals (e.g., Nikola Tesla[image: External link], Thomas Edison[image: External link], Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link], the Wright brothers[image: External link]), the 1960s saw new technologies (including weapons) being developed mainly by the research teams of corporations. As a result, little room remained for the inventor who wanted credit for, and creative and economic control over, his/her own creations.

Issues of entrepreneurial autonomy, government supervision of research, and ultimate loyalty figured prominently in early Iron Man stories — the same issues affecting American scientists and engineers of that era.[20] Tony Stark, writes Genter, is an inventor who finds motive in his emasculation[image: External link] as an autonomous creative individual. This blow is symbolized by his chest wound, inflicted at the moment he is forced to invent things for the purposes of others, instead of just himself. To Genter, Stark's transformation into Iron Man represents Stark's effort to reclaim his autonomy, and thus his manhood. The character's pursuit of women in bed or in battle, writes Genter, represents another aspect of this effort. The pattern finds parallels in other works of 1960s popular fiction by authors such as "Ian Fleming[image: External link] (creator of James Bond[image: External link]), Mickey Spillane[image: External link] (Mike Hammer[image: External link]), and Norman Mailer[image: External link], who made unregulated sexuality a form of authenticity."[20]
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After issue #99 (March 1968), the Tales of Suspense series was renamed Captain America. An Iron Man story appeared in the one-shot[image: External link] comic Iron Man and Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (April 1968), before the "Golden Avenger"[21] made his solo debut with Iron Man #1 (May 1968).[22] The series' indicia[image: External link] gives its copyright[image: External link] title Iron Man, while the trademarked[image: External link] cover logo of most issues is The Invincible Iron Man. Artist George Tuska[image: External link] began a decade long association with the character with Iron Man #5 (Sept. 1968).[23] Writer Mike Friedrich[image: External link] and artist Jim Starlin[image: External link]'s brief collaboration on the Iron Man series introduced Mentor[image: External link], Starfox[image: External link], and Thanos in issue #55 (Feb. 1973).[24] Friedrich scripted a metafictional[image: External link] story in which Iron Man visited the San Diego Comic Convention[image: External link] and met several Marvel Comics writers and artists.[25] He then wrote the multi-issue "War of the Super-Villains" storyline which ran through 1975.[26][27][28][29][30]

Writer David Michelinie[image: External link],[31] co-plotter/inker Bob Layton[image: External link], and penciler John Romita Jr.[image: External link] became the creative team on the series with Iron Man #116 (Nov. 1978). Micheline and Layton established Tony Stark's alcoholism[image: External link] with the story "Demon in a Bottle[image: External link]", and introduced several supporting characters, including Stark's bodyguard girlfriend Bethany Cabe[image: External link];[32] Stark's personal pilot and confidant James Rhodes, who later became the superhero War Machine;[33] and rival industrialist Justin Hammer[image: External link],[34] who was revealed to be the employer of numerous high-tech armed enemies Iron Man fought over the years. The duo also introduced the concept of Stark's specialized armors[35][36][37] as he acquired a dangerous vendetta with Doctor Doom[image: External link].[38][39] The team worked together through #154 (Jan. 1982), with Michelinie writing three issues without Layton.[31]

Following Michelinie and Layton's departures, Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] became the new writer of the series and had Stark relapse into alcoholism. Much of O'Neil's work on this plot thread was based on experiences with alcoholics he knew personally.[40] Jim Rhodes replaced Stark as Iron Man in issue #169 (April 1983) and wore the armor for the next two years of stories.[41] O'Neil returned Tony Stark to the Iron Man role in issue #200 (Nov. 1985).[42] Michelinie and Layton became the creative team once again in issue #215 (Feb. 1987).[31] They crafted the "Armor Wars[image: External link]" storyline beginning in #225 (Dec. 1987)[43] through #231 (June 1988). John Byrne[image: External link] and John Romita Jr. produced a sequel titled "Armor Wars II" in issues #258 (July 1990) to #266 (March 1991). The series had a crossover with the other Avengers related titles as part of the "Operation: Galactic Storm[image: External link]" storyline.[44][45]
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This initial series ended with issue #332 (Sept. 1996). Jim Lee[image: External link], Scott Lobdell[image: External link], and Jeph Loeb[image: External link] authored a second volume of the series which was drawn[image: External link] primarily by Whilce Portacio[image: External link] and Ryan Benjamin. This volume took place in a parallel universe[image: External link][46] and ran 13 issues (Nov. 1996 - Nov. 1997).[47] Volume 3, whose first 25 issues were written by Kurt Busiek[image: External link][48] and then by Busiek and Roger Stern[image: External link], ran 89 issues (Feb. 1998 - Dec. 2004). Later writers included Joe Quesada[image: External link], Frank Tieri[image: External link], Mike Grell[image: External link], and John Jackson Miller[image: External link]. Issue #41 (June 2001) was additionally numbered #386, reflecting the start of dual numbering starting from the premiere issue of volume one in 1968. The final issue was dual-numbered as #434.[49] The next Iron Man series, Iron Man vol. 4, debuted in early 2005 with the Warren Ellis[image: External link]-written storyline " Extremis[image: External link]", with artist Adi Granov[image: External link].[50][51] It ran 35 issues (Jan. 2005 - Jan. 2009), with the cover logo simply Iron Man beginning with issue #13, and Iron Man: Director of S.H.I.E.L.D., beginning issue #15. On the final three issues, the cover logo was overwritten by "War Machine, Weapon of S.H.I.E.L.D.",[52] which led to the launch of a War Machine ongoing series.[53]

The Invincible Iron Man vol. 1, by writer Matt Fraction[image: External link] and artist Salvador Larroca[image: External link], began with a premiere issue cover-dated July 2008.[54] For a seven-month overlap, Marvel published both volume four and volume five simultaneously.[55] This Invincible volume jumped its numbering of issues from #33 to #500, cover dated March 2011, to reflect the start from the premiere issue of volume one in 1968.

After the conclusion of The Invincible Iron Man a new Iron Man series was started as a part of Marvel Now![image: External link]. Written by Kieron Gillen[image: External link] and illustrated by Greg Land[image: External link], it began with issue #1 in November 2012.[56] The series revealed Tony was adopted, and that he had a disabled half-brother named Arno[image: External link].

Many Iron Man annuals[image: External link], miniseries[image: External link], and one-shot[image: External link] titles have been published through the years, such as Age of Innocence: The Rebirth of Iron Man (Feb. 1996), Iron Man: The Iron Age #1-2 (Aug.–Sept. 1998), Iron Man: Bad Blood #1-4 (Sept.–Dec. 2000), Iron Man House of M #1-3 (Sept.–Nov. 2005), Fantastic Four / Iron Man: Big in Japan #1-4 (Dec. 2005–March 2006), Iron Man: The Inevitable #1-6 (Feb.–July 2006), Iron Man / Captain America: Casualties of War (Feb. 2007), Iron Man: Hypervelocity #1-6 (March–Aug. 2007), Iron Man: Enter the Mandarin #1-6 (Nov. 2007–April 2008), and Iron Man: Legacy of Doom (June–Sept. 2008). Publications have included such spin-offs as the one-shot Iron Man 2020 (June 1994), featuring a different Iron Man in the future, and the animated TV series[image: External link] adaptations Marvel Action Hour, Featuring Iron Man #1-8 (Nov. 1994–June 1995) and Marvel Adventures Iron Man #1-12 (July 2007–June 2008).[57]
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 Origins




Anthony Edward Stark, the adopted son of wealthy industrialist and head of Stark Industries[image: External link], Howard Stark, and Maria Stark. A boy genius, he enters MIT at the age of 15 to study electrical engineering[image: External link] and later receives master's degrees in electrical engineering and physics. After his parents are killed in a car accident, he inherits his father's company.

Stark is injured by a booby trap and captured by enemy forces led by Wong-Chu[image: External link]. Wong-Chu orders Stark to build weapons, but Stark's injuries are dire and shrapnel is moving towards his heart. His fellow prisoner, Ho Yinsen[image: External link], a Nobel Prize[image: External link]-winning physicist[image: External link] whose work Stark had greatly admired during college, constructs a magnetic[image: External link] chest plate to keep the shrapnel from reaching Stark's heart. In secret, Stark and Yinsen use the workshop to design and construct a suit[image: External link] of powered armor[image: External link], which Stark uses to escape. During the escape attempt, Yinsen sacrifices his life to save Stark's by distracting the enemy as Stark recharges. Stark takes revenge on his kidnappers and rejoins the American forces, on his way meeting a wounded American Marine[image: External link] fighter pilot, James "Rhodey" Rhodes.

Back home, Stark discovers that the shrapnel fragment lodged in his chest cannot be removed without killing him, and he is forced to wear the armor's chestplate beneath his clothes to act as a regulator for his heart. He must recharge the chestplate every day or else risk the shrapnel killing him. The cover story[image: External link] that Stark tells the news media and general public is that Iron Man is his robotic personal bodyguard[image: External link], and corporate mascot. To that end, Iron Man fights threats to his company (e.g., Communist[image: External link] opponents Black Widow, the Crimson Dynamo[image: External link], and the Titanium Man[image: External link]), as well as independent villains like the Mandarin[image: External link] (who becomes his greatest enemy). No one suspects Stark of being Iron Man, as he cultivates a strong public image of being a rich playboy and industrialist. Two notable members of the series' supporting cast, at this point, are his personal chauffeur Harold "Happy" Hogan[image: External link], and secretary Virginia "Pepper" Potts—to both of whom he eventually reveals his dual identity. Meanwhile, James Rhodes finds his own niche as Stark's personal pilot, ultimately revealing himself to be a man of extraordinary skill and daring in his own right.

The series took an anti-Communist stance in its early years, which was softened as public (and therefore, presumably, reader) opposition rose to the Vietnam War[image: External link].[5] This change evolved in a series of storylines featuring Stark reconsidering his political opinions, and the morality of manufacturing weapons for the U.S. military. Stark shows himself to be occasionally arrogant, and willing to act unethically in order to 'let the ends justify the means'.[58][59] This leads to personal conflicts with the people around him, both in his civilian and superhero identities. Stark uses his vast personal fortune not only to outfit his own armor, but also to develop weapons for S.H.I.E.L.D.; other technologies (e.g., Quinjets[image: External link] used by the Avengers); and the image inducers used by the X-Men[image: External link]. Eventually, Stark's heart condition is resolved with an artificial heart transplant[image: External link].[60]
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 1970s and early 1980s




Stark expands on his armor designs and begins to build his arsenal of specialized armors for particular situations such as for space travel[image: External link][35] and stealth[image: External link].[36][37] Stark also develops a serious dependency on alcohol[image: External link] in the "Demon in a Bottle[image: External link]" storyline.[61] The first time it becomes a problem is when Stark discovers that the national security agency S.H.I.E.L.D. has been buying a controlling interest in his company in order to ensure Stark's continued weapons development for them. At the same time, it is revealed that several minor supervillains armed with advanced weapons who had bedeviled Stark throughout his superhero career are in fact in the employ of Stark's business rival, Justin Hammer[image: External link], who begins to plague Stark more directly.[62][63] At one point in Hammer's manipulations, the Iron Man armor is taken over and used to murder a diplomat.[63] Although Iron Man is not immediately under suspicion, Stark is forced to hand the armor over to the authorities.[64] Eventually Stark and Rhodes, who is now his personal pilot and confidant, track down and defeat those responsible, although Hammer would return to bedevil Stark again.[35][65] With the support of his then-girlfriend, Bethany Cabe[image: External link], his friends and his employees, Stark pulls through these crises and overcomes his dependency on alcohol.[66] Even as he recovers from this harrowing personal trial, Stark's life is further complicated when he has a confrontation with Doctor Doom[image: External link] that is interrupted by an opportunistic enemy sending them back in time to the time of King Arthur[image: External link].[38] Once there, Iron Man thwarts Doom's attempt to solicit the aid of Morgan Le Fay[image: External link], and the Latverian ruler swears deadly vengeance—to be indulged sometime after the two return to their own time.[39] This incident was collected and published as Doomquest[image: External link].

Some time later, a ruthless rival, Obadiah Stane[image: External link], manipulates Stark emotionally into a serious relapse. As a result, Stark loses control of Stark International to Stane, becomes a homeless alcoholic vagrant and gives up his armored identity to Rhodes, who becomes the new Iron Man. Eventually, Stark recovers and joins a new startup, Circuits Maximus. Stark concentrates on new technological designs, including building a new set of armor as part of his recuperative therapy. Rhodes continues to act as Iron Man but steadily grows more aggressive and paranoid, due to the armor not having been calibrated properly for his use. Eventually Rhodes goes on a rampage, and Stark has to don a replica of his original armor to stop him. Fully recovered, Stark confronts Stane who has himself designed armor based on designs seized along with Stark International, dubbing himself the 'Iron Monger'. Defeated in battle, Stane, rather than give Stark the satisfaction of taking him to trial, commits suicide.[67] Shortly thereafter, Stark regains his personal fortune, but decides against repurchasing Stark International until much later; he instead creates Stark Enterprises, headquartered in Los Angeles.
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 Late 1980s and 1990s




In an attempt to stop other people from misusing his designs, Stark goes about disabling other armored heroes and villains[image: External link] who are using suits based on the Iron Man technology, the designs of which were stolen by his enemy Spymaster[image: External link]. His quest to destroy the stolen technology severely hurts his reputation as Iron Man. After attacking and disabling a series of minor villains such as Stilt-Man[image: External link], he attacks and defeats the government operative known as Stingray[image: External link]. The situation worsens when Stark realizes that Stingray's armor does not incorporate any of his designs. He publicly "fires" Iron Man while covertly pursuing his agenda. He uses the cover story of wanting to help disable the rogue Iron Man to infiltrate and disable the armor of the S.H.I.E.L.D. operatives known as the Mandroids[image: External link], and disabling the armor of the Guardsmen[image: External link], in the process allowing some of the villains that they guard to escape. This leads the United States government[image: External link] to declare Iron Man a danger and an outlaw. Iron Man travels to Russia where he inadvertently causes the death of the Soviet Titanium Man[image: External link] during a fight. Returning to the U.S., he faces an enemy commissioned by the government named Firepower[image: External link]. Unable to defeat him head on, Stark fakes Iron Man's demise, intending to retire the suit permanently. When Firepower goes rogue, Stark creates a new suit, claiming a new person is in the armor.

Stark's health continues to deteriorate, and he discovers the armor's cybernetic[image: External link] interface is causing irreversible damage to his nervous system[image: External link]. His condition is aggravated by a failed attempt on his life by Kathy Dare, a mentally unbalanced former lover, which injures his spine, paralyzing him.[68] Stark has a nerve chip implanted into his spine to regain his mobility.[69] Stark's nervous system continues its slide towards failure, and he constructs a "skin" made up of artificial nerve circuitry to assist it. Stark begins to pilot a remote-controlled Iron Man armor, but when faced with the Masters of Silence, the telepresence[image: External link] suit proves inadequate. Stark designs a more heavily armed version of the suit to wear, the "Variable Threat Response Battle Suit", which becomes known as the War Machine armor. Ultimately, the damage to his nervous system becomes too extensive. Faking his death, Stark places himself in suspended animation to heal as Rhodes takes over both the running of Stark Enterprises and the mantle of Iron Man, although he uses the War Machine armor. Stark makes a full recovery by using a chip to reprogram himself and resumes the Iron Man identity. When Rhodes learns that Stark has manipulated his friends by faking his own death, he becomes enraged and the two friends part ways, Rhodes continuing as War Machine in a solo career.

The story arc "The Crossing" reveals Iron Man as a traitor among the Avengers' ranks, due to years of manipulation by the time-traveling dictator Kang the Conqueror[image: External link]. Stark, as a sleeper agent in Kang's thrall, kills Marilla, the nanny of Crystal[image: External link] and Quicksilver's daughter Luna, as well as Rita DeMara, the female Yellowjacket[image: External link], then Amanda Chaney, an ally of the Avengers. The "Avengers Forever[image: External link]" limited series retcons[image: External link] these events as the work of a disguised Immortus[image: External link], not Kang, and that the mental control had gone back only a few months.[70]

Needing help to defeat both Stark and Kang, the team travels back in time to recruit a teenaged Anthony Stark from an alternate timeline to assist them. The young Stark steals an Iron Man suit in order to aid the Avengers against his older self. The sight of his younger self shocks the older Stark enough for him to regain momentary control of his actions, and he sacrifices his life to stop Kang. The young Stark later builds his own suit to become the new Iron Man, and, remaining in the present day, gains legal control of "his" company.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During the battle with the creature called Onslaught[image: External link], the teenage Stark dies, along with many other superheroes. Franklin Richards[image: External link] preserves these "dead" heroes in the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" pocket universe, in which Stark is once again an adult hero; Franklin recreates the heroes in the pocket universe in the forms he is most familiar with rather than what they are at the present. The reborn adult Stark, upon returning to the normal Marvel Universe, merges with the original Stark, who had died during "The Crossing", but was resurrected by Franklin Richards. This new Anthony Stark possesses the memories of both the original and teenage Anthony Stark, and thus considers himself to be essentially both of them. With the aid of the law firm Nelson & Murdock[image: External link], he regains his fortune and, with Stark Enterprises having been sold to the Fujikawa Corporation following Stark's death, sets up a new company, Stark Solutions. He returns from the pocket universe with a restored and healthy heart. After the Avengers reform, Stark demands a hearing be convened to look into his actions just prior to the Onslaught incident. Cleared of wrongdoing, he rejoins the Avengers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 2000s




At one point, Stark's armor becomes sentient despite fail-safes to prevent its increasingly sophisticated computer systems from doing so. Initially, Stark welcomes this "living" armor for its improved tactical abilities. The armor begins to grow more aggressive, killing indiscriminately and eventually desiring to replace Stark altogether. In the final confrontation on a desert island, Stark suffers another heart attack. The armor sacrifices its own existence to save its creator's life, giving up essential components to give Stark a new, artificial heart. This new heart solves Stark's health problems, but it does not have an internal power supply, so Stark becomes once again dependent on periodic recharging. The sentient armor incident so disturbs Stark that he temporarily returns to using an unsophisticated early model version of his armor to avoid a repeat incident. He dabbles with using liquid metal circuitry known as S.K.I.N. that forms into a protective shell around his body, but eventually returns to more conventional hard metal armors.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During this time, Stark engages in a romance with Rumiko Fujikawa[image: External link],[71] a wealthy heiress and daughter of the man who had taken over his company during the "Heroes Reborn" period. Her relationship with Stark endures many highs and lows, including infidelity with Stark's rival, Tiberius Stone, in part because the fun-loving Rumiko believes that Stark is too serious and dull. Their relationship ends with Rumiko's death at the hands of an Iron Man impostor in Iron Man (vol. 3) #87.

In Iron Man (vol. 3) #55 (July 2002), Stark publicly reveals his dual identity as Iron Man, not realizing that by doing so, he has invalidated the agreements protecting his armor from government duplication, since those contracts state that the Iron Man armor would be used by an employee of Tony Stark, not by Stark himself. When he discovers that the United States military[image: External link] is again using his technology, and its defective nature nearly causes a disaster in Washington, D.C. which Iron Man barely manages to avert, Stark accepts a Presidential[image: External link] appointment as Secretary of Defense[image: External link]. In this way, he hopes to monitor and direct how his designs are used.[72]

In the "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]" storyline, Stark is forced to resign after launching into a tirade against the Latverian[image: External link] ambassador at the United Nations[image: External link], being manipulated by the mentally imbalanced Scarlet Witch, who destroys Avengers Mansion and kills several members. Stark publicly stands down as Iron Man, but continues using the costume. He joins the Avengers in stopping the breakout in progress from the Raft and even saves Captain America from falling.[73] Tony changes the Avengers base to Stark Tower[image: External link].[74] The Ghost[image: External link], the Living Laser[image: External link] and Spymaster[image: External link] reappear and shift Iron Man from standard superhero stories to dealing with politics[image: External link] and industrialism[image: External link].[75]

New Avengers: Illuminati[image: External link] #1 (June 2006) reveals that years before, Stark had participated with a secret group that included the Black Panther, Professor X[image: External link], Mister Fantastic[image: External link], Black Bolt[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], and Namor[image: External link]. The goal of the group (dubbed the Illuminati[image: External link] by Marvel) was to strategize overarching menaces, in which the Black Panther rejects a membership offer. Stark's goal is to create a governing body for all superheroes in the world, but the beliefs of its members instead force them all to share vital information.
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 "Civil War"




In the "Civil War" storyline, after the actions of inexperienced superheroes the New Warriors[image: External link] result in the destruction of several city blocks in Stamford, Connecticut, there is an outcry across America against superhumans. Learning of the Government's proposed plans, Tony Stark suggests a new plan to instigate a Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link]. The Act would force every superpowered individual in the U.S. to register their identity with the government and act as licensed agents. The Act would force inexperienced superhumans to receive training in how to use and control their abilities, something in which Tony strongly believes. Since his struggle with alcoholism, Stark has carried a tremendous burden of guilt after nearly killing an innocent bystander while piloting the armor drunk. While Reed Richards and Dr. Henry "Hank" Pym[image: External link] both agree with Stark's proposal, not everyone does. After Captain America is ordered to bring in anyone who refuses to register, he and other anti-registration superheroes go rogue, coming into conflict with the pro-registration heroes, led by Iron Man. The war ends when Captain America surrenders to prevent further collateral damage and civilian casualties, although he had defeated Stark by defusing his armor. Stark is appointed the new director of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[76] and organizes a new government-sanctioned group of Avengers[image: External link]. Shortly afterwards, Captain America is assassinated while in custody.[77] This leaves Stark with a great amount of guilt and misgivings about the cost of his victory.[78]
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 "Secret Invasion"




To tie into the 2008 Iron Man feature film, Marvel launched a new Iron Man ongoing series, The Invincible Iron Man, with writer Matt Fraction[image: External link] and artist Salvador Larroca[image: External link]. The series inaugural six-part storyline was "The Five Nightmares", which saw Stark targeted by Ezekiel Stane[image: External link], the son of Stark's former nemesis, Obadiah Stane.[79]

In the "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" storyline, after Tony Stark survives an attempt by Ultron to take over his body, he is confronted in the hospital by Spider-Woman[image: External link], holding the corpse of a Skrull[image: External link] posing as Elektra[image: External link]. Realizing this is the start of an invasion by the Skrulls, Tony reveals the corpse to the Illuminati and declares that they are at war. After Black Bolt[image: External link] reveals himself as a Skrull and is killed by Namor[image: External link], a squadron of Skrulls attack, forcing Tony to evacuate the other Illuminati members and destroy the area, killing all the Skrulls. Realizing that they are incapable of trusting each other, the members all separate to form individual plans for the oncoming invasion.[80]

Stark is discredited and publicly vilified after his inability to anticipate or prevent the secret infiltration and invasion[image: External link] of Earth by the Skrulls, and by the Skrull disabling of his StarkTech technology, which had a virtual monopoly on worldwide defense.[81] After the invasion, the U.S. government removes him as head of S.H.I.E.L.D. and disbands the Avengers, handing control of the Initiative[image: External link] over to Norman Osborn[image: External link].
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 "Dark Reign"




Main article: Dark Reign (comics)[image: External link]


See also: The Invincible Iron Man[image: External link]


With his Extremis powers failing, Stark uploads a virus to destroy all records of the Registration Act, thus preventing Osborn from learning the identities of his fellow heroes and anything that Osborn could use, including his repulsor generators. The only copy of the database is in Stark's brain, which he tries to delete while on the run from Osborn.[82] Stark goes so far as to inflict brain damage[image: External link] on himself in order to ensure that the relevant information is wiped. When Osborn catches up to the debilitated Stark and beats him savagely, Pepper Potts broadcasts the beatings worldwide, costing Osborn credibility and giving Stark public sympathy. Stark goes into a vegetative state, having previously granted Donald Blake (alter ego of the superhero Thor) power of attorney.[83] A holographic message stored in Pepper's armor reveals that Stark had developed a means of 'rebooting' his mind from his current state prior to his destruction of the database, with Blake and Bucky resolving to use it to restore him to normal. Meanwhile, Stark is trapped in his subconscious, where figments of his own mind prevent him from returning to the waking world. When the procedure fails to work, Bucky calls in Doctor Strange, who succeeds in restoring Stark back to consciousness. The backup Stark created was made prior to the Civil War, and as such he does not remember anything that took place during the event, although he still concludes after reviewing his past actions that he would not have done anything differently. His brain damage means he is now dependent on an arc reactor to sustain his body's autonomous functions.[84]
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 2010s
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 "Siege"




Main article: Siege (comics)[image: External link]


In the " Siege[image: External link]" storyline, Tony Stark is seen under the care of Dr. Donald Blake and Maria Hill[image: External link] when Asgard is attacked.[85] Thor is ambushed by Osborn[image: External link] and the Sentry[image: External link], but rescued by Hill. Osborn declares martial law[image: External link] and unleashes Daken[image: External link] and the Sentry on Broxton to root out Thor and Hill. Hill returns to Stark's hiding place to move him to a safer location and are joined by Speed[image: External link] of the Young Avengers[image: External link], who has a set of Iron Man's MK III armor that Edwin Jarvis had given Captain America. While Osborn is battling the New Avengers[image: External link], Stark appears and disables Osborn's Iron Patriot armor. Osborn orders the Sentry to annihilate Asgard, rather than allow the Avengers to have it. After Asgard falls, Stark stands alongside his fellow heroes, as Osborn exclaims they are all doomed and he 'was saving them from him' pointing up towards a Void[image: External link]-possessed Sentry.[86] As the Void tears apart the teams, Loki gives them the power to fight back through the Norn Stones[image: External link]. The Void kills Loki, enraging Thor. Tony tells Thor to get the Void away from Asgard, which allows Tony to drop a commandeered H.A.M.M.E.R. Helicarrier on the Void. Thor is forced to killed Sentry when the Void resurfaces. Sometime later, the Super-Human Registration Act is repealed and Tony is given back his company and armor. As a symbol for their heroics and their new unity, Thor places an Asgardian tower on Stark Tower where the Watchtower once stood.[87]
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 "Heroic Age"




Main article: Heroic Age (comics)[image: External link]


In the 2010-2011 "Stark: Resilient" storyline, Tony builds the Bleeding Edge armor with the help of Mister Fantastic. This new armor fully uses the repulsor tech battery embedded in his chest to power Tony's entire body and mind, thus allowing him access to Extremis once more. Furthermore, the battery operates as his "heart" and is predominantly the only thing keeping him alive.[88] Tony announces he will form a new company, Stark Resilient. He states that he will no longer develop weapons, but will use his repulsor technology to give free energy to the world. Justine and Sasha Hammer create their own armored hero, Detroit Steel, to take Stark's place as the Army's leading weapons-builder. Stark's plan consists of building two repulsor-powered cars. The Hammers try to foil his efforts. The first car is destroyed by sabotage, while Detroit Steel attacks Stark Resilient's facilities while Tony tests the second car. Through a legal maneuver, Tony is able to get the Hammers to stop their attacks and releases a successful commercial about his new car.[89][90]
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 "Fear Itself"




In the 2011 "Fear Itself[image: External link]" storyline, Earth is attacked by the Serpent[image: External link], the God of Fear and the long-forgotten brother of Odin.[91] In Paris, Iron Man fights Grey Gargoyle[image: External link], who has become Mokk, Breaker of Faith, one of the Serpent's Worthy. Mokk leaves Iron Man unconscious and transforms Detroit Steel and the citizens of Paris into stone.[92][93] To defeat the Serpent's army, Tony drinks a bottle of wine (thus 'sacrificing' his sobriety) to gain an audience with Odin, who allows Tony to enter the realm of Svartalfheim. Tony and the dwarves of Svartalfheim build enchanted weapons.[94] Tony upgrades his armor with uru-infused enchantments and delivers the finished weapons to the Avengers, who use them for the final battle against the Serpent's forces. Iron Man watches as Thor kills the Serpent, but dies in the process. After the battle is over, Tony melts down the weapons he created and repairs Captain America's shield, which had been broken by Serpent, and gives it back to Captain America.[95] During a subsequent argument with Odin about the gods' lack of involvement in the recent crisis, Odin gives Tony a brief opportunity to see the vastness of the universe the way he sees it. As thanks for Tony's role in the recent crisis, Odin restores all the people that the Grey Gargoyle killed during his rampage.[96]
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 Return of the Mandarin and Marvel NOW!




In the storylines "Demon" and "The Long Way Down", Stark is subpoenaed by the U.S. government after evidence surfaces of him using the Iron Man armor while under the influence. Mandarin and Zeke Stane upgrade some of Iron Man's old enemies and send them to commit acts of terrorism across the world, intending to discredit Iron Man. General Bruce Babbage forces Stark to wear a tech governor, a device that allows Babbage to deactivate Stark's armor whenever he wants. To fight back, Tony undergoes a surgical procedure that expels the Bleeding Edge technology out of his body and replaces his repulsor node with a new model, forcing Babbage to remove the tech governor off his chest. He announces his retirement as Iron Man, faking Rhodes' death and giving him a new armor so that he becomes the new Iron Man.[97] This leads into the next storyline, "The Future", in which the Mandarin takes control of Stark's mind and uses him to create new armored bodies for the alien spirits inhabiting his rings, but Stark allies himself with some of his old enemies, who have also been imprisoned by Mandarin, and manages to defeat him. The final issue of this storyline concluded Matt Fraction's series.[98]

In the ongoing series that premiered in 2012 as part of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] relaunch, Tony Stark has hit a technological ceiling. After the death of Dr. Maya Hansen and the destruction of all of the Extremis Version 2 kits that were being sold to the black market, Tony decides that the Earth is not safe without him learning more from what's in the final frontier. He takes his new suit, enhanced with an artificial intelligence named P.E.P.P.E.R. and joins Peter Quill[image: External link] and The Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] after helping them thwart a Badoon attack on Earth.[99]
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 Superior Iron Man




Tony Stark's personality is inverted during the events of AXIS[image: External link], bringing out more dark aspects of himself like irresponsibility, egotism and alcoholism.[100] Stark relocates to San Francisco[image: External link] and builds a new, all-white armor. He supplies the citizens of San Francisco with the Extremis 3.0 app, a version of the techno-virus that offers beauty, health or even immortality, free.[101] When every person in the city viewed Iron Man as a messiah for making their dreams come true, he ended the free trial mode and started charging a daily fee of $99.99, causing many to resort to crime as way to pay for the upgrade.[102] Daredevil[image: External link] confronts Stark at his new Alcatraz Island[image: External link] penthouse, but is easily brushed off.[103] Iron Man uses Extremis 3.0 to temporarily restore Daredevil's sight, just to prove his point.[104] Daredevil deduces that Stark had added Extremis to the water supply and the phones only transmit an activation signal, but Stark subjects Murdock to minor brain damage to prevent him from sharing this revelation with others.[105]

After discovering that new villain Teen Abomination is the son of Happy Hogan, Stark decides to help him,[106] but this minor act of redemption is too late for Pepper Potts, who attacks Stark with the aid of an A.I. based on Stark's mind.[107] This culminates in a confrontation between the two Starks, as Stark calls on the unwitting aid of all 'infected' with the Extremis upgrade while the A.I. uses Stark's various old armors to attack him.[108] Although Stark technically wins the battle as he destroys his other armors and deletes the A.I. backup, Pepper states that she plans to reveal the truth about his goals with Extremis, bluntly informing him that if he continues his Extremis upgrade project, he will have to do it alone, accepting his fate of being regarded as a monster by all who know him.[109]
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 Time Runs Out




During the "Time Runs Out" storyline, an attempt at reclaiming Wakanda from the Cabal that Namor had created to destroy incursive Earths results in Tony being held captive in the Necropolis.[110] After the Cabal are apparently killed, the Illuminati free Tony, who is forced to flee due to the Illuminati's unwillingness to let Stark be there with them when they meet Rogers and the Avengers. When the Shi'ar and their allies arrive to destroy Earth, the Avengers and the Illuminati unsuccessfully try to retaliate. Iron Man uses Sol's Hammer to destroy the fleet.[111] The incursions continue, and Rogers confronts Stark about what he knows. A fight ensues between them and Stark admits that he had lied and had known about the incursions all along. During the final incursion, Earth-1610's S.H.I.E.L.D. launches a full-scale attack on Earth-616, during which Stark and Rogers are crushed by a Helicarrier.[112]
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 All-New, All-Different Marvel




After the events of the Secret Wars crossover, Stark returns to his normal self with no signs of his inverted personality. Eight months following the return of the universe as seen in the "All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link]" event, Tony works in his laboratory non-stop after his position as an innovator had been put in doubt. Because an M.I.T. student reverse-engineered some of his technology, Stark develops a new armor which can change shape according to the situation he would find himself. When Stark's new A.I. Friday informs him that Madame Masque has broken into the ruins of Castle Doom, he travels to Latveria to investigate and runs into some revolutionaries who are then defeated by a man in a suit. To his amazement, Iron Man's armor computer identifies him as Victor von Doom with his face restored. Victor claims that he wanted to help Iron Man.[113]

After learning from Doctor Doom that Madame Masque has taken a decoy of the Wand of Watoomb, Tony Stark confronts Madame Masque. Upon learning that Madame Masque is not allied with Doctor Doom, Tony is attacked by her with a burst of energy that damages his armor.[114] Friday manages to gain control of the suit and takes Tony to a safe location. Iron Man tracks Madame Masque to Marina del Rey. After finding a tape recorder with her messages, Tony is attacked by several black silhouettes with swords.[115]

Iron Man escapes the ninjas that are attacking him and manages to defeat most of them, but they kill themselves before he can interrogate any of them. Iron Man and Doctor Doom arrive at Mary Jane Watson[image: External link]'s newest Chicago night club Jackpot when Madame Masque attacks it.[116] As Mary Jane distracts Madame Masque by knocking off her mask, Iron Man and Doctor Doom discover that Madame Masque is possessed by a demon. Doctor Doom is able to perform an exorcism on her.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Doctor Strange arrives and tells Iron Man he will take Madame Masque with him to fix her metaphysically and then hand her over at S.H.I.E.L.D. Iron Man also informs him of Doctor Doom's help who had left the scene some time ago. Three days later, Iron Man offers Mary Jane a job to make up for the damage to her nightclub.[117] After speaking with War Machine, Tony Stark meets up at a diner with Amara Perera when they are unexpectedly joined by Victor von Doom who wanted to make sure that the demonic possession that affected Madame Masque has not affected Stark or Amara.[118] Stark shows Mary Jane the demonstration on the people that he will be working with. They are interrupted by Friday who tells Tony that War Machine is missing.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Before heading to Tokyo, Tony receives from Mary Jane the emergency number for Peter Parker. In Tokyo, Iron Man is contacted by Spider-Man at War Machine's last known location as he is being observed by ninjas.[119]

During the Civil War II[image: External link] storyline, Iron Man protests the logic of using precognitive powers to stop future crimes after the recently emerged Inhuman Ulysses[image: External link] predicted Thanos' attack on Project Pegasus. Three weeks later, Iron Man is summoned to the Triskelion after War Machine is killed in battle against Thanos. When Iron Man learns that War Machine and the Ultimates used Ulysses' power to ambush Thanos, he vows to stop anyone from using that power again.[120] Iron Man infiltrates New Attilan and makes off with Ulysses. At Stark Tower, Iron Man vows to find out how Ulysses' precognition works. The Inhumans attack Stark Tower but are stopped by the Avengers, the Ultimates[image: External link], and S.H.I.E.L.D. During the confrontation, Ulysses has another vision which he projects to Iron Man and everyone present, showing a rampaging Hulk standing over the corpses of the defeated superheroes.[121] The heroes confront Banner, who is killed by Hawkeye. Barton claims that Banner was about to transform and Banner had previously asked Hawkeye to kill him if he should turn back into the Hulk. Tony is disgusted at this use of Ulysses' power. When his analysis of Ulysses brain is completed,[122] Tony reveals that Ulysses does not actually see the future, but simply assembles large quantities of data to project likely outcomes. While Danvers continues to use the visions as a resource, Tony objects to the concept of profiling people. This results in a stand-off when Tony's side abducts a woman from custody after Ulysses' visions identified her as a deep-cover HYDRA agent, despite the lack of supporting evidence.[123]

Iron Man learns that his biological mother was actually Amanda Armstrong, who had given him up for adoption. S.H.I.E.L.D. had Armstrong's baby adopted by Howard and Maria Stark.[124]
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 Marvel NOW! 2016




In July 2016, it was announced that Tony Stark would hand off the mantle of Iron Man to a 15-year-old girl named Riri Williams[image: External link]. Riri is an MIT student who built her own Iron Man suit out of scrap pieces and, as such, attracted Stark's attention. Early depictions of Williams' suit depict it without the Arc Reactor, but leaves the power source for the suit unclear.[125] Another Iron Man-based series titled Infamous Iron Man[image: External link] debuted featuring Doctor Doom sporting his version of the Iron Man armor.[126] This is revealed to be the result of serious injuries sustained by Stark during his final confrontation with Captain Marvel. Danvers' beating leaves Stark in a coma, but he is left alive due to unspecified experiments Stark has carried out on himself over the years.[127]
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 Existing as an A.I.




Following the revelation that Stark experimented on himself at the end of Civil War II, Beast concludes that the only option is to let the experiments do their job in healing Tony and recover on his own.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In Invincible Iron Man #1, an employee of Stark sends Riri Williams an artificial intelligence housing a copy of Tony Stark's consciousness to help her control and mentor in her own version of the Iron Man armor. This A.I. is directly copied from Tony's brain, granting sentience, with Williams commenting on Stark existing as a "techno-ghost". As an A.I., Stark can walk around as a hard-light object and gains the ability to remote control his vast armory of Iron Man suits.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]In Captain Marvel #3, the Tony Stark A.I. goes to Antarctica and visits Captain Marvel with the intent on settling their differences from the Second Civil War, she apologizes to him for her regrets, reconciles with him eventually and they become allies once more. Then in Secret Empire[image: External link], the Tony Stark A.I. suits up as Iron Man once again and learns of Captain America's betrayal to Hydra and how he ended up like this. As Hydra tightens its grip across America, the Tony Stark A.I. leads a team known as the Underground to find the Cosmic Cubes to restore Rogers to his normal self. When things start to escalate, Tony and his crew go rogue and in search for answers for the Cube. As Iron Man and the Underground search for them they are intercepted by Captain America and his Hydra team. With both teams encountering each other, they are captured by the Ultron/Hank Pym hybrid, who forces both teams to sit at a dinner table. During "dinner", Ultron reveals information about the Hydra Avengers - such as Odinson working with Hydra to reclaim Mjolnir, Scarlet Witch being possessed by Chthon, and Vision being affected by an A.I. virus. Ultron argues that he is doing this because the Avengers have become less of a family over the years as so many of them jump to obey Captain America or Iron Man, despite past experience confirming that this is not always a good idea, but Tony counters that the only reason the team failed as a family was because of Hank's abuse towards Wasp. Enraged, Ultron is about to kill everyone, but Ant-Man is able to calm him down by arguing that Hank remains his own inspiration. Ultron allows the Underground to leave with the fragment, arguing that neither side should have an advantage over the other. Back in America, Hydra Supreme has put Namor in a position where he will be forced to sign a peace treaty that gives Rogers access to the Cosmic Cube fragment in Atlantis, but Hydra Supreme muses that he is unconcerned about who will acquire the fragments, as he has an inside man in the Underground. After the Mount was attacked by Thor and the resurrected Hulk led by Hydra, the Underground evacuated the civilians thanks to Hawkeye and the rest of the heroes. Captain America and Iron Man fight as the Mount collapses around them. The Tony Stark A.I. initiates the Mount's "Clean Slate Protocol", and blows up the Mount, killing Madame Hydra, then apologizes to Steve Rogers about their past differences, but the A.I survives and, in the aftermath, helps the heroes pull the pieces back together to take down Hydra. When the heroes confront Hydra Supreme, they are easily overpowered by him and watch the original Captain America defeat his Hydra self and into celebrating their victory.[128]
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Mary Jane Watson and other Stark employees find that Stark's body has completely vanished from its pod, despite tests taken mere hours ago showing no sign of improvement or brain activity.[129]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Powers, abilities, and equipment
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 Armor




See also: Iron Man's armor[image: External link]


Iron Man possesses powered armor[image: External link] that gives him superhuman strength and durability, flight, and an array of weapons. The armor is invented and worn by Stark (with occasional short-term exceptions). Other people who have assumed the Iron Man identity include Stark's long-time partner and best friend James Rhodes;[41] close associates Harold "Happy" Hogan[image: External link]; Eddie March;[130][131] (briefly) Michael O'Brien[image: External link] and Riri Williams.

The weapons systems of the suit have changed over the years, but Iron Man's standard offensive weapons have always been the repulsor rays that are fired from the palms of his gauntlets[image: External link]. Other weapons built into various incarnations of the armor include: the uni-beam projector in its chest; pulse bolts (that pick up kinetic energy[image: External link] along the way; so the farther they travel, the harder they hit); an electromagnetic pulse[image: External link] generator; and a defensive energy shield that can be extended up to 360 degrees. Other capabilities include: generating ultra- freon[image: External link] (i.e., a freeze-beam); creating and manipulating magnetic fields[image: External link]; emitting sonic blasts; and projecting 3-dimensional holograms[image: External link] (to create decoys).

In addition to the general-purpose model he wears, Stark has developed several specialized suits[image: External link] for space travel[image: External link],[35] deep-sea diving[image: External link], stealth[image: External link],[36][37] and other special purposes. Stark has modified suits, like the Hulkbuster heavy armor. The Hulkbuster armor is composed of add-ons to his so-called modular armor, designed to enhance its strength and durability enough to engage the Hulk in a fight. A later model, designed for use against Thor, is modeled on the Destroyer[image: External link] and uses a mystical power source. Stark develops an electronics pack during the Armor Wars that, when attached to armors that use Stark technologies, will burn out those components, rendering the suit useless. This pack is ineffective on later models. While it is typically associated with James Rhodes, the War Machine armor began as one of Stark's specialty armors.

The most recent models of Stark's armor, beginning with the Extremis armor, are now stored in the hollow portions of Stark's bones, and the personal area networking implement used to control it is implanted into his forearm, and connected directly to his central nervous system[image: External link].

The Extremis has since been removed,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] and he now uses more conventional armors. Some armors still take a liquid form, but are not stored within his body. His Endo-Sym Armor incorporates a combination of the liquid smart-metal with the alien Venom symbiote, psionically controlled by Stark.

Post-Secret Wars, Stark uses a more streamlined suit of armor that can practically "morph" into other armors or weapons.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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After being critically injured during a battle with the Extremis-enhanced Mallen, Stark injects his nervous system with modified techno-organic virus-like body restructuring machines (the Extremis process).[132] By rewriting his own biology, Stark is able to save his life, gain an enhanced healing factor[image: External link], and partially merge with the Iron Man armor, superseding the need for bulky, AI-controlled armors in favor of lighter designs, technopathically controlled by his own brain. His enhanced technopathy extends to every piece of technology, limitless and effortlessly due to his ability to interface with communication satellites and wireless connections to increase his "range". Some components of the armor-sheath are now stored in Tony's body, able to be recalled, and extruded from his own skin, at will.

During the "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" storyline the Extremis package is catastrophically shut down by a virus, forcing him again to rely on the previous iteration of his armor, and restoring his previous limitations. Furthermore, Osborn's takeover of most of the few remaining Starktech factories, with Ezekiel Stane systematically crippling the others, limits Tony to the use of lesser, older and weaker armors.[133]

After being forced to "wipe out" his brain to prevent Norman Osborn from gaining his information, Tony Stark is forced to have a new arc reactor, of Rand[image: External link] design installed in his chest. The process greatly improves his strength, stamina and intellect. The procedure left him with virtually no autonomic functions: as his brain was stripped of every biological function, Tony is forced to rely on a digital backup of his memories (leaving him with severe gaps and lapses in his long-term memory) and on software routine in the arc reactor for basic stimuli reaction, such as blinking and breathing.[134][135] The Bleeding Edge package of armor and physical enhancement is now equal in power, if not a more advanced, version of the old Extremis tech.[88]
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Tony Stark is an inventive genius whose expertise in the fields of mathematics[image: External link], physics[image: External link], chemistry[image: External link], and computer science[image: External link] rivals that of Reed Richards[image: External link], Hank Pym[image: External link], and Bruce Banner, and his expertise in electrical engineering[image: External link] and mechanical engineering[image: External link] surpasses even theirs. He is regarded as one of the most intelligent characters in the Marvel Universe. He graduated with advanced degrees in physics and engineering at the age of 17 from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)[136] and further developed his knowledge ranging from artificial intelligence[image: External link] to quantum mechanics[image: External link] as time progressed. His expertise extends to his ingenuity in dealing with difficult situations, such as difficult foes and deathtraps, in which he is capable of using available tools, including his suit, in unorthodox but effective ways. He is well respected in the business world, able to command people's attention when he speaks on economic matters, having over the years built up several multimillion-dollar companies from virtually nothing. He is noted for the loyalty he commands from and returns to those who work for him, as well as for his business ethics. Thus he immediately fired an employee who made profitable, but illegal, sales to Doctor Doom[image: External link].[38] He strives to be environmentally responsible in his businesses.

At a time when Stark was unable to use his armor for a period, he received some combat training from Captain America and has become physically formidable on his own when the situation demands it.[137] In addition, Stark possesses great business and political acumen. On multiple occasions he reacquired control of his companies after losing them amid corporate takeovers.[138]

Due to his membership in the Illuminati, Iron Man was given the Space Infinity Gem[image: External link] to safeguard.[139] It allows the user to exist in any location (or all locations), move any object anywhere throughout the universe and warp or rearrange space.
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Main article: List of Iron Man supporting characters[image: External link]
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Main article: Alternative versions of Iron Man[image: External link]
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 In other media




Main article: Iron Man in other media[image: External link]


In 1966, Iron Man was featured in a series of cartoons.[140] In 1981, Iron Man guest appeared in Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link], but only as Tony Stark.[141] He went on to feature again in his own series in the 1990s as part of the Marvel Action Hour[image: External link] with the Fantastic Four; Robert Hays[image: External link] provided his voice in these animated cartoons. Iron Man makes an appearance in the episode "Shell Games" of Fantastic Four: World's Greatest Heroes[image: External link]. Apart from comic books, Iron Man appears in Capcom's "Vs." video games, including Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], Marvel vs. Capcom 2: New Age of Heroes[image: External link], Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link], and Ultimate Marvel vs. Capcom 3[image: External link]. Iron Man is a playable character in Iron Man, the 1992 arcade game Captain America and the Avengers[image: External link], Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link] and its sequel[image: External link], and Marvel Nemesis: Rise of the Imperfects[image: External link], as well as being featured as an unlockable character in X-Men Legends II: Rise of Apocalypse[image: External link] and Tony Hawk's Underground[image: External link].[142] In the 2009 animated series, Iron Man: Armored Adventures[image: External link], most of the characters, including Tony Stark, are teenagers. An anime adaptation[image: External link] began airing in Japan in October 2010 as part of a collaboration between Marvel Animation[image: External link] and Madhouse[image: External link], in which Stark, voiced by Keiji Fujiwara[image: External link], travels to Japan where he ends up facing off against the Zodiac.[143]

In 2008, a film adaptation titled Iron Man was released, starring Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark and directed by Jon Favreau[image: External link]. Iron Man received very positive reviews from film critics,[144] grossing $318 million domestically and $585 million worldwide.[145] The character of Tony Stark, again played by Robert Downey Jr., appeared at the end of the 2008 film The Incredible Hulk. Downey reprised his role in Iron Man 2 (2010), Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Iron Man 3 (2013), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016), and Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), and will appear in Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).[146]

In October 2016, Eoin Colfer[image: External link] released a young adult novel called Iron Man: The Gauntlet.[147]
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	The rapper[image: External link] Ghostface Killah[image: External link], a member of Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link], titled his 1996 debut solo album Ironman[image: External link], and has since continued to use lyrics related to the Iron Man comics and samples[image: External link] from the animated TV shows on his records.[149][150] He has adopted the nickname Tony Starks as one of his numerous alter-egos,[150] and was featured in a scene deleted from the Iron Man film.

	
Paul McCartney[image: External link]'s song "Magneto and Titanium Man[image: External link]" was inspired by the X-Men[image: External link]'s nemesis and the original version of the Iron Man villain. Another Iron Man villain, the Crimson Dynamo, is mentioned in the lyrics to this song.[151][152]


	The British band Razorlight[image: External link] mentions Tony Stark in a verse of their song, "Hang By, Hang By".[153]


	The character of Nathan Stark[image: External link] on the television show Eureka[image: External link] is inspired by Tony Stark.[154]


	In 2011, IGN ranked Iron Man 12th in the Top 100 Comic Book Heroes.[2]


	Two Iron Man-themed trucks compete in the Monster Jam[image: External link] monster truck racing series. Debuted in Atlanta on 9 January 2010, they are driven by Lee O' Donnell and Morgan Kane.[155]


	In 2015, University of Central Florida[image: External link] engineering student Albert Manero, who builds and donates affordable 3D-printed bionic limbs to those in need, constructed a bionic arm based on Iron Man's suit for 7-year-old Alex Pring, a superhero fan who was born with a partially formed right arm. He then delivered the Iron Man arm to Pring with the help of Robert Downey Jr. in character as Tony Stark.[156]
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	List of Iron Man enemies[image: External link]
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Civil War (comics)






"Civil War" is a 2006–07 Marvel Comics crossover[image: External link] storyline consisting of a seven-issue limited series[image: External link] of the same name written by Mark Millar and penciled by Steve McNiven[image: External link], and various other tie-in books published by Marvel at the time. The storyline builds upon the events that developed in previous Marvel storylines, particularly "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]", "House of M[image: External link]", and "Decimation"[image: External link]. The tagline[image: External link] for the series is, "Whose Side Are You On?"[1]

The plot of the series follows a framework story line in which the U.S. government passes a Superhero Registration Act[image: External link], ostensibly designed to have super powered individuals act under official regulation, somewhat akin to law enforcement. However, superheroes opposed to the act, led by Captain America, find themselves in conflict with those supporting the act, led by Iron Man, with Spider-Man[image: External link] caught in the middle; the X-Men[image: External link] take a neutral stance. The superheroes in support of the law, such as Iron Man, Mister Fantastic and Ms. Marvel, become increasingly authoritarian[image: External link]. In the aftermath of the war, Captain America surrenders and is imprisoned. The conflict between freedom and security is an underlying theme in the story line, with real-life events and discussions, such as the U.S. government's increased surveillance of its citizens, serving as a backdrop for the events in Civil War.[2][3] A sequel, Civil War II[image: External link], debuted in June 2016.

The series polarized critics but was a commercial success. It is the basis for the Marvel Studios film Captain America: Civil War, which likewise features Captain America and Iron Man in opposition to each other but on a different basis.



TOP
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 Publication history




The premise of Civil War involves the introduction of a Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] in the United States. Mark Millar, writer for the story, has said:

The act requires any person in the United States with superhuman abilities to register with the federal government as a "human weapon of mass destruction," reveal their true identity to the authorities and then undergo proper training. Those who sign also have the option of working for S.H.I.E.L.D., earning a salary and benefits such as those earned by other American civil servants. Characters within the superhero community in the Marvel Universe[image: External link] split into two groups: one advocating the registration as a responsible obligation, and the other opposing the law on the grounds that it violates civil liberties and the protection that secret identities provide. While arguing directly with Iron Man about the law, Luke Cage[image: External link] (previously the second Power Man), an African American[image: External link], compared the mandatory registration to slavery[image: External link].[5] A number of villains have also chosen to take sides, some choosing to side with the registration, others against it.
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 Delays




Marvel announced in August 2006 that some issues of the main Civil War series would be pushed back several months to accommodate artist Steve McNiven. The schedule had issue #4 being released one month late, in September, while issue #5 was released two months later, in November. Furthermore, various tie-in[image: External link] books including the Civil War: Front Line[image: External link] miniseries[image: External link] and tie-in issues of other comics were delayed several months so as not to reveal any plot developments.[6]

In late November 2006, Marvel announced another delay. Civil War #6, originally scheduled for release on December 20, was pushed back two weeks and released on January 4. Unlike the previous instance, only The Punisher War Journal[image: External link] #2 was delayed. In a final act of rescheduling, Civil War #7 was pushed back two weeks (from January 17 to January 31),[7] and then pushed back again until February 21.[8]
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 Plot




In summary, an explosion in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link] by the villain Nitro[image: External link] causes the U.S. government[image: External link] to introduce the Superhero Registration Act[image: External link]. Those not adhering to it are deemed unregistered and rogue superheroes. Tony Stark and Reed Richards[image: External link] lead the side of the pro-registration superheroes. Captain America leads the anti-registration side. Spider-Man[image: External link], initially with Tony Stark, eventually joins the team of Captain America. Goliath[image: External link] is killed by the pro-registration superheroes. Many supervillains join the government in hunting down superheroes.
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 Amazing Spider-Man: Renew Your Vows




When the Super-Human Registration Act was proposed, Professor X and the Avengers proposed an alternative method with self-policing of mutantkind and super-powered communities, preventing Civil War from ever happening. Cyclops[image: External link] thought it was preposterous for Professor X to make himself the self-appointed representative of mutantkind, and his opposition to Xavier's proposal led Jean Grey[image: External link] to break up with him and marry Wolverine.[9]
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 Earth-3490




When Mister Fantastic was researching realities where the Civil War ended differently, he found one reality in which their version of Anthony Stark was a woman named Natasha Stark. The Civil War was avoided entirely in this reality due to her marriage to Steve Rogers.[10]
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 Spider-Verse




During an attempt by the reality-displaced Superior Spider-Man[image: External link] (Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' mind in Peter Parker's body) to reach back to his dimension as seen in the Spider-Verse[image: External link] storyline, he discovered an alternate dimension where a Civil War Iron Spider-Man lies dead (killed by Karn) prompting him to continue investigating the murders of Spider-Men throughout the Multiverse.[11]
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 What If?




In What If Civil War Ended Differently[image: External link]?, a stranger appears in front of Iron Man, who is visiting Captain America’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link]. Tony Stark is told of two alternate ways the Civil War could have concluded:[12]


	The first is detailed in, "What if Captain America led all the heroes against the Registration Act?" In this reality, Tony Stark dies of the Extremis virus, leaving the U.S. government to choose Steve Rogers as the spokesperson for heroes, who as in the regular universe opposes registration. Though he manages to delay its passing, the Stamford disaster occurs as in the 616 reality. Without Tony Stark to provide a fairer path for registration, the government's response is more extreme. Governmental forces led by Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] destroy the resistance and many heroes are slain.



Faced with this vision, Tony believes that this proves that he was right to pursue his pro-registration course of action, but the stranger then reveals another possibility;


	The second is detailed in, "What if Iron Man lost the Civil War?" In this reality, Iron Man asks for Cap's help in chapter three instead of threatening him, admitting his doubts about his actions rather than trying to justify them, and thus Cap does not use the hidden weapon in his glove to disable Tony's armor. The heroes unite to stop the out-of-control Thor clone, Ragnarok[image: External link], which is released when Hill detects the weapon and assumes that Cap is still planning to use it. The resulting goodwill convinces Captain America to help run the program as he is the only one the heroes will trust with their secret identities.



The stranger is revealed to be Uatu[image: External link], Earth 616's Watcher. Upon learning of the possibility of this alternate reality, Tony is devastated and weeps for the bright future he helped prevent.

In What If: Annihilation[image: External link] by David Hine[image: External link] and Mico Suayan, the cosmic Annihilation War reaches Earth during the War. The heroes unite to neutralize it, and many die in the first clashes. Captain America and Iron Man, after a final reconciliation, sacrifice themselves alongside Nova[image: External link] to deflect the full Annihilation Wave[image: External link].[13]
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 Contest of Champions




The 2015 Contest of Champions series featured an alternate version of Civil War that had everything go in Tony Stark's favor. Five years after the war, Tony becomes the President of the United States and leads the Mighty Avengers as the Iron Patriot. His team consists of Penance (Robbie Baldwin), Iron Spider (Natasha Romanov), Captain Marvel (Carol Danvers), and the Thor clone known as Thunderstrike. Steve Rogers (no longer called Captain America) and his teammates have been arrested and buy time off their sentence by performing suicide missions as the Thunderbolts. Steve's team consists of Spider-Man (Peter Parker), Invisible Woman, the Punisher, and Bill Foster's Goliath (who survived the Civil War in this reality). President Stark and his Mighty Avengers are taken to Battleworld by Maestro and have their memories altered to think that they are on Earth and that the Renegade Champions already there are unregistered vigilantes. The Thunderbolts are sent to rescue them, but misunderstandings result in the deaths of Penance and Thunderstrike and all three teams start fighting each other. Tony kills Steve when Steve lets his guard down, and reveals that he is in the possession of the Reality Gem from the Infinity Gauntlet. Tony and the members of the Illuminati divided the six Infinity Stones after hunting them down and vowed never to use them. But when Tony let the events of Civil War happen in their natural course, he couldn't resist using the Reality Gem to alter events in his favor. He used the gem to prevent the death of Goliath, the assassination of Captain America, alter the war in his favor, and rig the presidential election. He attempts to use it again to undo his killing of Steve, but as they are in another dimension the Reality Gem does not work. Maestro kills Tony and the Punisher, but is stopped by the intervention of Stick, the Sentry, and Nigel Higgins using the Iso-Sphere. The remaining five heroes from the Mighty Avengers and Thunderbolts stay behind on Battleworld with the Sentry and fight villains attempting to gather the Iso-Sphere as the Civil Warriors.[14]
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 Civil War in Secret Wars (2015)




The Civil War storyline is featured in Secret Wars[image: External link] where it has its own mini-series. Its location on Battleworld is referred to as the Warzone.[15]

In this story, the Stamford incident leads to a polarising political debate that culminates with the two sides clashing in the Negative Zone[image: External link] Prison. During the fight, Black Panther[image: External link] hacks into the prison's computers and sees that the portal will explode, killing most of the combatants and stranding the rest. Black Panther assumes that Stark will teleport his combatants out at the last minute, but meanwhile, S.H.I.E.L.D. director Maria Hill[image: External link] tells Stark that Black Panther activated the explosives on the orders of Steve Rogers. Deactivating the teleportation device, Black Panther tries to shut down the bomb. Everyone in the prison rushes to escape through the power of the hero Cloak[image: External link], who drops them all in midair over St. Louis[image: External link]. Unfortunately, Cloak can not shut off his powers fast enough to block out the explosion. The resulting beam of explosive energy creates a vast chasm called the Divide, destroying St. Louis and leaving millions dead.

The two sides regroup, with the Pro-Registration group taking control of the land to the east of St Louis, while the Anti-Registration group takes control of the land to the west. Each side blames the other for the deaths. The East[image: External link] became "the Iron", run by Tony Stark, and The West[image: External link] became "The Blue", run by Captain America. Differences in politics have caused people to pick one side over the other, with the split ossifying every year. The only place in the country that embraces both is a community in the ruins of St. Louis, built on a bridge over a chasm between the two sides. One of its inhabitants is Miriam Sharpe, a woman who lost her child at Stamford but who wants to bring peace.

Six years after the start of the conflict, Sharpe brings the two leaders together to discuss peace. At the meeting, Miriam is able to get the two men to open up. Stark explains that the Iron has wealth and resources from trade with the outside world where the Blue is regarded as a rogue state. However, his citizens are running out of space while the Blue has twice the space but half the population. He proposes that the Blue shrink, giving his people more space in exchange for which Stark will make trade concessions. General Rogers dismisses the offer, which leads to the start of an old debate between the two men. As Miriam Sharpe tries to intervene, she is shot in the back by a sniper. Reacting first, General Rogers calls Peter Parker to catch the shooter. Parker finds a remote-controlled sniper rifle. As Miriam dies, General Rogers realizes that from the angle of the shot that the shooter was most likely aiming at him. President Stark denies the shooter is one of his, but renewed civil war seemed inevitable.[16]

President Stark sends a drone to track the killers, but it is shot down and its datacore claimed by the Blue. President Stark discovers certain anomalies regarding past events, leading him to believe that events like Sharpe's murder were caused by a third party. Meanwhile, Hank McCoy[image: External link] shows Rogers the results of "Project Bellcurve", a procedure capable of depowering superhumans. Numerous resources from the Iron are needed to continue the project, for which Rogers sends a team composed of Parker, Elektra[image: External link], Azari, and Venom/Clint Barton to infiltrate Stark's territory. At the same time, Stark sends Jennifer Walters[image: External link] to infiltrate the Blue and continue investigating Sharpe's murder.[17]

Spider-Man[image: External link]'s team suffers the first casualty when a Stark Sentinel[image: External link] kills Elektra. The team manages to overcome the rest of the defenses (including the reanimated corpse of the Kingpin[image: External link] controlled by Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' tentacles) thanks to Venom, and return to the Blue with the components needed for "Project Bellcurve." At the same time, She-Hulk had been able to infiltrate Steeltown. However, Agent Robbie Baldwin[image: External link] of the Punishers recognizes her and follows She-Hulk. She discovers the assassin was Bullseye[image: External link]. Baldwin attacks Jen as she is spying on Bullseye, and is forced to flee. Before she can leave Steeltown, she is knocked out by an unidentified attacker. She-Hulk awakes in an undisclosed location having been captured by Bullseye's client Black Panther.[18]

As the Blue prepare to invade the Iron in a last-ditch attempt at ending the war, Iron Man tracks down Jen's position and flies to rescue her. He finds her, but his armor is neutralized and stripped from him. Tony is brought to Black Panther who reveals himself as the Skrull[image: External link] Queen Veranke[image: External link]. Veranke tells him that she is the cause of every single failed attempt at reaching peace in a part of a plan to benefit from the never-ending war. Iron Man uses additional weaponry that was not in his armor to free himself, fend off the Skrull guards, and break She-Hulk free from her cage. Meanwhile, the Blue invade the Iron while General America prepares to detonate a bomb derived from Project Bellcurve.[19]

As the conflict escalates, Iron Man is able to reach General America and reveal that Bucky is a Skrull, prompting General America to accept a telepathic 'update' from Emma Frost[image: External link] that confirms that the Skrulls have manipulated the conflict for years. Accepting their mutual responsibility for the situation, Rogers and Stark sacrifice themselves to detonate the Bellcurve bomb. The blast depowers the superhumans and reverts the Skrulls to their true state. A few months later, a powerless Peter and Jennifer are shown discussing the tentative truce that has been formed between the two sides, and wonder whether Stark and Rogers knew that peace would be the result of their sacrifice.[20]
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 Civil War II (2016)




Main article: Civil War II[image: External link]


A direct sequel to the original series debuted in June 2016, written by Brian Michael Bendis and drawn by David Marquez.[21] Unlike the previous story and the film, the conflict in this storyline is not about issues of government registration; a new Inhuman, Ulysses, has emerged with the ability to make extremely accurate predictions of the future, resulting in conflict emerging between heroes led by Iron Man and Captain Marvel respectively, Stark favouring self-determination and concerned about the prospects of coming to depend on the visions while Danvers feels that his visions represent a potentially valuable asset.
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 Reception




At the time of its release, Civil War received mixed reviews. Comic Book Round Up gave the series an average rating of 6.5. According to a scholarly analysis presented at the 2007 Comic-Con International[image: External link], this story's conflict is a natural outgrowth of what psychologist Erich Fromm[image: External link] called "the basic human dilemma", the conflicting desires for both security and freedom, and "character motivations on both sides arise from positive human qualities because Fromm’s image of human nature is ultimately optimistic, holding that people on either side are struggling to find what is best for all".[2] However, over time, Civil War have become more well received. IGN ranked it as one of the greatest Comic Book Events,[22] and WatchMojo ranked it as #6 on their Top 10 Marvel Graphic Novels list and #1 on their Top 10 Avengers Comics You Should Read list.
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 In other media
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 Novels




Marvel adapted Civil War into a prose hardcover novel in July 2012 as the first of a series of four novels adapting some of Marvel's most significant fictional events.[23] It was written by Stuart Moore[image: External link], the writer of Namor: The First Mutant. The book expanded on the story and set the events during Barack Obama[image: External link]'s first term in office, rather than George W. Bush's last term; Tony Stark makes reference to the Affordable Care Act[image: External link] when speaking to Spider-Man in the first chapter of the novel.[24] The novel is set in the alternate timeline created by the controversial storyline "One More Day[image: External link]" and detailed in "One Moment in Time[image: External link]", as Spider-Man is depicted as never having married Mary Jane Watson, having never arrived on the day of their wedding.[25] In the original comics version, Civil War was a lead-in to "One More Day", depicting May Parker's assassination on the orders of Wilson Fisk[image: External link] near the end of the main Civil War storyline.
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 Film




Captain America: Civil War was a cinematic treatment of the story, albeit focusing more on the issue of government control rather than public knowledge of secret identities, matters also being escalated by the interference and manipulation of Helmut Zemo as his plan for revenge for the Avengers' role in Ultron's assault and the deaths of Zemo's family. The movie version of Civil War also differs from the comic substantially, with the fate of Bucky Barnes being a key element of the war after he is framed for an assassination. As in the comics, Captain America and Iron Man are the respective leaders of the anti-registration and pro-registration sides of the conflicts, with Cap's side including the Falcon, Bucky, Ant-Man, Hawkeye, and the Scarlet Witch, and Iron Man's side being Black Widow, War Machine, the Black Panther, Spider-Man and the Vision. In the end Stark and Rogers reconcile after realizing the truth, only for it to be short lived as Zemo reveals Barnes' role in Stark's parents' deaths and that Rogers kept the truth from him, causing him to angrily attack both Rogers and Barnes, the fight culminates with Rogers abandoning his shield and identity. The film concludes with Cap's side seeking asylum in Wakanda after the Black Panther recognizes that he was wrong to target Bucky. The latter is then put in a cryogenetic sleep. Black Widow goes on the run, and War Machine is left crippled after injuries sustained in the final battle.
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 Television




A different variation of the Civil War storyline closely resembling Civil War II[image: External link] as it features Iron Man and Captain Marvel[image: External link] in opposition to each other was adapted in the four-part Season 3 finale of Avengers Assemble[image: External link]. In this version of the storyline, the Registration Act targets new Inhumans[image: External link], and teams of Avengers come into conflict over the issue, as in other adaptations. It is revealed in Part 3, however, that the Inhuman Registration Act is actually part of a plan by Truman Marsh (actually Ultron in disguise) to begin the Ultron Revolution by manipulating humans and Inhumans into destroying each other, which is foiled by the combined efforts of the Avengers.
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 Video games





	The comic is adapted into the 2009 video game Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link]. While the storyline remains relatively faithful to the original comic, it takes a different path halfway through the game, as the act is briefly suspended for the heroes to deal with a crisis involving the nanite network used to control supervillains manifesting a form of sentience. In the game, the player gets to choose whether to side with Pro or Anti-Registration- with Captain America, Luke Cage and Iron Fist 'locked' into Anti-Registration and Iron Man, Mister Fantastic and Songbird in Pro-Registration- which affects the story's progression, characters they interact with, and the story's ending.

	In Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link], Iron Man and Captain America reference the event if they are pitted against each other. The player also receives an achievement titled "Whose Side are You On?" if Iron Man defeats Captain America or vice-versa in an online match.

	In Marvel: Contest of Champions[image: External link], a special storyline featured elements of the Civil War, as the apparent death of the Collector causes Iron Man and Captain America to become divided over what action they should take with the Iso-Spheres that must be collected in the game. This storyline also introduces a special player in the form of the Civil Warrior, who is identified as a version of Steve Rogers who witnessed so much death in the final battle of the Civil War that he adopted some of Tony's armour and dedicated himself to preventing such a catastrophe ever again.
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Fayette County, Georgia






Fayette County is a county[image: External link] located in the north central portion of the U.S. state[image: External link] of Georgia[image: External link]. As of the 2010 census[image: External link], the population was 106,567.[1] Fayette County was established in 1821. The county seat[image: External link], Fayetteville, was established in 1823. Much of Fayette County is bordered on the east side by the Flint River[image: External link].

Fayette County was organized in 1821 after the United States signed a treaty at Indian Springs, Georgia[image: External link] with the Creek people[image: External link] for cession of a large portion of their land. The county and its seat, Fayetteville, were both named in honor of the French aristocrat the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link], who aided General George Washington[image: External link] in the American Revolutionary War.

Since the late 20th century, Fayette County has been part of the Greater Atlanta Metropolitan Area. It is located south of Atlanta[image: External link], which is based in Fulton County. Fayette County is minutes from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport[image: External link]. As a suburb of Atlanta, Fayette County has increased rapidly in population and development since the late 20th century, nearly doubling its population since 1990.

Both the county commission and the school board were elected members at-large[image: External link] from the county. The school board was one of only 20 boards, out of 180 in Georgia, that followed this system. Plaintiffs from the NAACP filed suit in 2011, charging that the system diluted their voting power, preventing the minority, who comprise 20% of the population, from electing candidates of their choice. The judge ruled in their favor and in 2013, a system of single-member voting was established, which the county and school board appealed. In 2014 the first African Americans were elected to the county commission and school board. In January 2016, the county and school board voted to settle the suit, as supported by the Chamber of Commerce. They have negotiated a system of four seats to be elected by single-member districts, with one at-large seat.[2]

Fayette County has five incorporated municipalities within its borders; Fayetteville, Brooks, Woolsey, Tyrone and Peachtree City. Formerly, Inman was also a municipality, but gave up its charter years ago. In 2015 Fayetteville, a majority-white city, elected its first African-American mayor, Ed Johnson. In 2011 he had been the first African American elected to its city council and only the second black elected to any office in the history of Fayette County.[3] [4]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Fayette County was created on May 15, 1821, from territory ceded to the United States by the Creek people[image: External link], who had historically inhabited the area. It was named for the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link], French hero of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link].[5] Located in the Piedmont[image: External link], the county was originally developed by planters for cotton cultivation, using enslaved labor for this commodity crop. Agriculture continued to be important into the early 20th century.

In the years following World War II, the county developed suburban residential communities, with many workers commuting to Atlanta. Peachtree City[image: External link] was chartered in 1959. It was developed as the only planned community in the county and in the Southeast; it covers 16,000 acres.[6]

The county population has increased rapidly during the late twentieth century with the growth of Atlanta. It has also benefited from a reverse migration of African Americans to the South, as new residents are attracted to jobs and opportunities. Significant growth and development continues. In 2002 Charles "Chuck" Floyd was appointed to the position of Chief Magistrate Judge of the county. In 2004 and 2008, he was elected to the position in his own right, the first African American ever elected to any office in the county.
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 Government




Fayette County's local government is led by a board of five county commissioners, known as the governing authority of Fayette County. Since March 2016, four seats are to be filled by election from single-member districts[image: External link] and one at-large[image: External link] from the county.[2]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Voting Rights suit and settlement




Until 2013, the county was divided into three "county commission districts." Three of the members of the board of commissioners were required to live inside one of the designated districts. The remaining two commissioners could live anywhere in the county. All members of the county commission were elected " at-large[image: External link]," which meant that each candidate had to attract the majority of votes across the county in order to win.[7] Since 1982, more than 100 cases of such at-large voting systems in Georgia have been replaced by single-member districts.[2]

The five members of the school board were also elected at-large. In the early 21st century, Fayette County was one of only 20 school boards among 180 in the state of Georgia to maintain at-large voting to elect members of these boards.[7] The practical effect was the exclusion of African Americans from these positions. The county has been majority-white and majority-Republican since the late 20th century. Neither Republican nor Democratic African-American candidates had any electoral success.

In 2011 the NAACP and several African-American county residents filed suit against the county and the board for the at-large voting system. In May 2013, the federal district court ordered the county and school board to change their systems of at-large[image: External link] voting, finding that it violated the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link] by diluting the voting power of the minority.[8] African Americans make up 20% of the county population but were unable to elect candidates of their choice, as every commission and school board seat required a majority of county voters. The county has a majority-white, majority-Republican population.[7]

Under the federal ruling, five districts were established so that members of both the school board and county commission are elected from single-member districts[image: External link]. This broadened representation on the boards.[7][3] Voters of each district elect a commissioner living within its boundaries.

In 2014 Democrat Pota E. Coston was elected as the first black county commissioner in the 194-year history of the county.[9] Leonard Presberg was first appointed and then elected in his own right as the first African-American member of the school board.[9]

The county and school board both appealed the federal district court ruling. In January 2015 the US Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in Atlanta remanded the case to the district court for a bench trial by the federal district judge, ruling that Judge Timothy Batten Sr. had made a technical error in granting summary judgment in the case. It did not overturn his ruling to establish the single-member district system. The bench trial by Judge Batten would give the county an opportunity to present additional evidence to support its case. [10]

After Coston died in office, the Fayette Board of Elections voted to use at-large voting in a special election to replace her. The NAACP returned to court as it opposed using the former system. Judge Batten ruled that the county had to use the single-member district system established by his earlier ruling. In September 2015 Democrat Charles Rousseau was elected from District 5 to succeed Coston, becoming the second African American elected to the county commission. In October 2015 the Fayette Chamber of Commerce and two prominent white leaders urged the county to settle the nearly five-year lawsuit and accept district voting. Judge Batten ordered the two sides into mediation and postponed the bench trial. In January 2016 the Fayette County School Board voted unanimously to settle the lawsuit and accept district voting for election of its members.[8] The County Commission voted to settle by a 3-2 vote.

Together with the NAACP and black county plaintiffs, the county commission agreed in January 2016 to a system of electing four members from single-member districts and the fifth as an at-large member. A law implementing this change was signed by Governor Nathan Deal[image: External link] in March 2016.[2]
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 Geography




According to the U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link], the county has a total area of 199 square miles (520 km2), of which 194 square miles (500 km2) is land and 5.0 square miles (13 km2) (2.5%) is water.[12]

The Flint River[image: External link] passes through the county and provided the earliest route for transportation and shipping of commodity crops. The entirety of Fayette County is located in the Upper Flint River[image: External link] sub-basin of the ACF River Basin[image: External link] (Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River Basin).[13]
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 Major highways
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 Adjacent counties





	
Fulton County[image: External link] – north

	
Clayton County[image: External link] – east

	
Spalding County[image: External link] – south

	
Coweta County[image: External link] – west
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 Demographics




Based on the 2010 census and 2013 estimates, Fayette County has 108,365 people. The racial makeup of the county was 71.7% White[image: External link]; 21.4% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]; 0.4% Native American[image: External link], 4.3% Asian[image: External link], 0.1% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; and 2.0% Two or More Races. 6.9% of the population was estimated as Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race.[1]
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 2000 census




As of the census[image: External link][19] of 2000, there were 91,263 people, 31,524 households, and 25,975 families residing in the county. The population density[image: External link] was 463 people per square mile (179/km²). There were 32,726 housing units at an average density of 166 per square mile (64/km²). The racial makeup of the county was 80.96% White[image: External link], 12.87% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link], 0.21% Native American[image: External link], 2.42% Asian[image: External link], 0.02% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 0.76% from other races[image: External link], and 1.25% from two or more races. 2.83% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race.

There were 31,524 households out of which 43.10% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 71.50% were married couples living together, 8.30% had a female householder with no husband present, and 17.60% were non-families. 15.00% of all households were made up of individuals and 5.50% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.88 and the average family size was 3.20.

In the county, the population was spread out with 29.10% under the age of 18, 6.50% from 18 to 24, 27.70% from 25 to 44, 27.80% from 45 to 64, and 8.90% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 38 years. For every 100 females there were 95.80 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 92.00 males.

The median income for a household in the county was $71,227, and the median income for a family was $78,853 (these figures had risen to $79,498 and $89,873 respectively as of a 2007 estimate[20]). Males had a median income of $54,738 versus $33,333 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the county was $29,464. About 2.00% of families and 2.60% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 2.80% of those under age 18 and 4.60% of those age 65 or over.
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 2010 census




As of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], there were 106,567 people, 38,167 households, and 30,288 families residing in the county.[21] The population density was 548.3 inhabitants per square mile (211.7/km2). There were 40,793 housing units at an average density of 209.9 per square mile (81.0/km2).[22] The racial makeup of the county was 71.1% white, 20.1% black or African American, 3.9% Asian, 0.3% American Indian, 0.1% Pacific islander, 2.3% from other races, and 2.2% from two or more races. Those of Hispanic or Latino origin made up 6.3% of the population.[21] In terms of European ancestry, 15.0% identified as English[image: External link], 14.0% as German[image: External link], 13.0% as Irish[image: External link], and 8.1% simply as American[image: External link].[23]

Of the 38,167 households, 39.5% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 65.7% were married couples living together, 10.3% had a female householder with no husband present, 20.6% were non-families, and 18.1% of all households were made up of individuals. The average household size was 2.78 and the average family size was 3.15. The median age was 42.4 years.[21]

The median income for a household in the county was $82,216 and the median income for a family was $92,976. Males had a median income of $68,381 versus $46,140 for females. The per capita income for the county was $35,076. About 3.4% of families and 4.7% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 6.1% of those under age 18 and 3.8% of those age 65 or over.[24]
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 Education




Fayette County is served by the Fayette County School System[image: External link]. The governing authority for the school system is known as the Fayette County Board of Education, a board of five elected persons. They hire a superintendent to manage daily operations of the schools.

Since a federal court ruling in 2013, resulting from the federal voting rights lawsuit described above, the five board members are each elected from single-member districts[image: External link].[7] [9] In January 2016 after mediation, the school board voted unanimously to settle the lawsuit they had earlier appealed along with the county. The board accepted single-member districts[image: External link] for election of board members.[8]
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 High schools





	Fayette County High School[image: External link]

	McIntosh High School[image: External link]

	Sandy Creek High School[image: External link]

	Starr's Mill High School[image: External link]

	Whitewater High School[image: External link]
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 Alternative schools





	The Fayette County Alternative Education Program
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 Communities




In 2015, the majority-white city of Fayetteville elected its first African-American mayor, Ed Johnson.[4] Described as a "bridge-builder," Johnson is a retired naval commander and pastor of a black church; he was elected in 2011 as the first black on the city council.[3]


	Brooks[image: External link]

	Fayetteville[image: External link]

	Peachtree City[image: External link]

	Tyrone[image: External link]

	Woolsey[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people





	
Paris Bennett[image: External link], singer

	
Furman Bisher[image: External link], longtime late sports columnist, Atlanta Journal-Constitution


	
Robert H. Brooks[image: External link], former Chairman and CEO, Hooter's of America Inc.

	
Zac Brown[image: External link], Grammy award-winning singer, Zac Brown Band

	
Robert J Burch[image: External link], Children's author

	
Kandi Burruss[image: External link], singer, reality TV star

	
Kathy Cox[image: External link], State School Superintendent

	
Creflo Dollar[image: External link], televangelist[image: External link]


	
Mike Duke[image: External link], Former CEO of Wal-Mart Stores Inc.

	
Lee Haney[image: External link], retired professional bodybuilder and Mr. Olympia[image: External link] titleholder

	
Evander Holyfield[image: External link], retired professional boxer

	
Tim Hudson[image: External link], former starting pitcher with the Atlanta Braves and San Francisco Giants

	
Calvin Johnson[image: External link], former NFL receiver for the Detroit Lions[image: External link], Sandy Creek HS and Georgia Tech[image: External link] Alum

	
Emmanuel Lewis[image: External link], actor, Webster[image: External link]


	
Carole Marsh[image: External link], children's author and founder of Gallopade InternationalPaul Orndorff[image: External link], pro wrestle

	
Kelley O'Hara[image: External link], United States Women's Soccer Player, 2011 FIFA World Cup silver medalist, 2012 Olympic gold medalist, 2015 FIFA World Cup gold medalist

	
Ferrol Sams[image: External link], physician, humorist, storyteller, and best-selling novelist.

	
Reed Sorenson[image: External link], NASCAR[image: External link] driver

	
Christian Taylor[image: External link], Gold Medal Winner, 2012 Olympic Games (London) Men's Triple Jump

	
Gy Waldron[image: External link], creator and executive producer, The Dukes of Hazard


	
John Waller[image: External link], contemporary Christian singer

	
Gary Anthony Williams[image: External link], television and film actor
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 See also





	National Register of Historic Places listings in Fayette County, GA[image: External link]
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IMAX






This article is about the IMAX motion picture film format. For the company responsible for this format, see IMAX Corporation[image: External link]. For the car known as the Hyundai iMax in some markets, see Hyundai Starex[image: External link].

IMAX is a system of high-resolution cameras, film formats and film projectors. Graeme Ferguson[image: External link], Roman Kroitor[image: External link], Robert Kerr, and William C. Shaw developed the first IMAX cinema projection standards in the late 1960s and early 1970s in Canada.[1] Unlike conventional projectors, the film runs horizontally (see diagram sprocket holes) so that the image width is greater than the width of the film. Since 2002, some feature films have been converted into IMAX format for displaying in IMAX theatres, and some have also been partially shot in IMAX. IMAX is the most widely used system for special-venue film presentations. By late 2017, 1,302 IMAX theatre systems were installed in 1,203 commercial multiplexes, 13 commercial destinations, and 86 institutional settings in 75 countries.[2]



TOP
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 History




The desire to increase the visual impact of film has a long history. In 1929, Fox[image: External link] introduced Fox Grandeur[image: External link], the first 70 mm[image: External link] film format, but it quickly fell from use.[3] In the 1950s, the potential of 35 mm film[image: External link] to provide wider projected images was explored in the processes of CinemaScope[image: External link] (1953) and VistaVision[image: External link] (1954), following multi- projector[image: External link] systems such as Cinerama[image: External link] (1952). While impressive, Cinerama was difficult to install. During Expo 67[image: External link] in Montreal, the National Film Board of Canada[image: External link]'s In the Labyrinth[image: External link] and Ferguson's Man and the Polar Regions both used multi-projector, multi-screen systems. Each encountered technical difficulties that led them to found a company called "Multiscreen", with a goal of developing a simpler approach. The single-projector/single-camera system they eventually settled upon was designed and built by Shaw based upon a novel "Rolling Loop" film-transport technology purchased from Peter Ronald Wright Jones, a machine shop worker from Brisbane, Australia (see U.S. Patent 3,494,524[image: External link]). As it became clear that a single, large-screen image had more impact than multiple smaller ones and was a more viable product direction, Multiscreen changed its name to IMAX. An IMAX 3D theatre also is in operation near the former Expo 67 site at the Montreal Science Centre[image: External link] in the Port of Old Montreal[image: External link].

Tiger Child[image: External link], the first IMAX film, was demonstrated at Expo '70[image: External link] in Osaka, Japan[image: External link].[4] The first permanent IMAX installation was built at the Cinesphere[image: External link] theatre at Ontario Place[image: External link] in Toronto. It debuted in May 1971, showing the film North of Superior[image: External link]. The installation is still in place,[5] however, Ontario Place is on hiatus for redevelopment. Cinesphere re-opened November 3, 2017, with IMAX. [6]

During Expo '74[image: External link] in Spokane, Washington[image: External link], an IMAX screen that measured 27 m × 20 m (89 ft × 66 ft) was featured in the US Pavilion (the largest structure in the expo). It became the first IMAX Theatre to not be partnered with any other brand of movie theaters. About five million visitors viewed the screen, which covered the viewer's total visual field when looking directly forward. This created a sensation of motion in most viewers, and motion sickness[image: External link] in some. Another IMAX 3D theater was also built in Spokane; however, its screen-size is less than half. Due to protests, the City of Spokane officials have decided to work the IMAX Corporation to demolish the theatre, under the condition they renovate the US Pavilion itself into IMAX's first permanent outdoor giant-screen theatre. They plan to use material on the inside of the structure, similar to that it used when first constructed. However, it is expected to last a range of 5 years, due to weather conditions destroying previous materials.[7] Concept art has been released to the public in videos featured on Spokane's renovation site, and its budget revealed that seating is planned for more than 2,000.[8][9]

The first permanent IMAX Dome installation, the Eugene Heikoff and Marilyn Jacobs Heikoff Dome Theatre at the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center[image: External link], opened in San Diego[image: External link]'s Balboa Park[image: External link] in 1973. It doubles as a planetarium[image: External link]. The first permanent IMAX 3D theatre was built in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia for Transitions[image: External link] at Expo '86[image: External link], and was in use until September 30, 2009.[10] It was located at the tip of Canada Place[image: External link], a Vancouver landmark.

In 2008, IMAX extended their brand into traditional theaters with the introduction of Digital IMAX, a lower-cost system that uses two 2K digital projectors to project on a 1.89:1 aspect ratio screen. This lower-cost option, which allowed for the conversion of existing multiplex theater[image: External link] auditoriums, helped IMAX to grow from 299 screens worldwide at the end of 2007 to over 1,000 screens by the end of 2015.[11][12] As of September 2017, there were 1,302 IMAX theatres located in 75 countries, of which 1,203 were in commercial multiplexes.[13]
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 Technical aspects
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 Camera




The IMAX cinema process increases the image resolution[image: External link] by using larger film frame; in relative terms, a frame of IMAX format film has three times the theoretical horizontal resolution of a frame of 35mm film.[14] To achieve such increased image resolution, which IMAX estimates at approximately 12,000 lines of horizontal resolution (12K),[15] 65mm film[image: External link] stock passes horizontally through the IMAX movie camera, 15 perforations at a time. At 24 frames per second, this means that the film moves through the camera at 102.7 metres per minute (just over 6 km/h). In a conventional 65mm camera, the film passes vertically through the camera, five perforations at a time, or 34 metres per minute. In comparison, in a conventional 35mm camera, 35mm film passes vertically through the camera, at four (smaller) perforations at a time, which translates to 27.4 metres per minute.[14]

In the Todd-AO[image: External link] 70mm-format of widescreen cinema, the image area of a 65mm film-frame is 48.5 mm × 22.1 mm (1.91 in × 0.87 in); in the IMAX-format of widescreen cinema, the film-frame dimensions are 69.6 mm × 48.5 mm (2.74 in × 1.91 in). To match the standard image resolution of the moving image produced with the film-speed of 24 frames per second[image: External link], an IMAX film requires three times the length of (negative) film stock required for a 65mm film of comparable scope and cinematic technique[image: External link].
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 IMAX/Phantom 3D digital camera




In 2011, IMAX announced a 4K 3D digital camera with the similar wide resolution of regular IMAX film cameras. The camera was developed alongside Vision Research and AbelCine, integrating two Phantom 65 engines. A prototype camera was used for the documentary Born to be Wild[image: External link], in which approximately 10% of the finished film was shot with the system.[16] The company has said they have no intention of replacing the higher resolution film cameras with the new digital camera, but the latter can be used in scenes that require a lightweight or relatively small 3D camera. While IMAX has completed the production camera and has placed in service on several films, they have no plans to produce an IMAX film solely with the new digital system. Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link] is the first feature film partially filmed with the Phantom 65 IMAX 3D camera.[17]
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 IMAX/Arri digital camera




In 2015, IMAX announced a 2D digital camera that was developed alongside Arri, the camera being based on the latter company's Arri Alexa 65[image: External link] technology. The first production to use the camera was Captain America: Civil War. Directors Joe and Anthony Russo have announced that they will shoot Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel completely with these cameras.[18]

For Transformers: The Last Knight[image: External link], two IMAX/Arri cameras were combined in a rig to provide native 3D.[19]
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 Film




The IMAX format is generically called "15/70" film, the name referring to the 15 sprocket holes or perforations per frame. The film's bulk requires horizontal platters, rather than conventional film reels.[20] IMAX platters range from 1.2 to 1.83 meters (3.9 to 6.0 ft) diameter to accommodate 1 to 2.75 hours of film. Platters with a 2.5 hour feature film weigh 250 kilograms (550 lb). IMAX uses ESTAR-based print film[21] in their 15/70 rolling-loop film projection systems. ESTAR-based print film provides greater precision. The chemical development process does not change the size or shape of ESTAR print film, and IMAX's pin registration system (especially the camera mechanism) does not tolerate either sprocket[image: External link]-hole or film-thickness variations. On September 1, 2016, it announced plans to include Virtual Reality[image: External link] into the IMAX theater experience with the opening of a new VR center in Los Angeles using a new StarVR headset created by Acer.
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 Soundtrack - double-system




To use more of the image area, IMAX film does not include an embedded soundtrack. Instead, the IMAX system specifies a separate six-channel 35 mm (1.4 in) magnetic film, recorded and played back on a film follower[image: External link] locked to picture, just as Vitaphone[image: External link] had been (utilizing 16-inch 33 1/3 RPM electrical transcription discs[image: External link]) in the early 20th century, and was the same technology used to provide the 7-channel soundtrack accompanying films photographed and exhibited in the Cinerama[image: External link] process in the mid-1950s. By the early 1990s, a separate DTS[image: External link]-based 6-track digital sound system was used, similarly locked to the projector by a SMPTE time code[image: External link] synchronization apparatus, the audio played off a series of proprietarily encoded CD-ROM[image: External link] discs. In the late 1990s, IMAX upgraded this system to use a hard drive[image: External link] that carries a single uncompressed audio[image: External link] file that contains the six channels. These are converted directly to analogue rather than processed through a decoding method such as DTS[image: External link].

Like conventional theatres, IMAX theatres place speakers both directly behind the acoustically transparent screen and around the theatre to create a "surround sound" effect. IMAX also provides a "top center" speaker in addition to the centre speaker found in conventional theatres. This extra channel allows the sound mix engineers to take advantage of the screen's greater height.[22]
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 Projectors




Drawing the large film through the projector presented challenges for both the camera and the projector. Conventional 70 mm[image: External link] systems were not steady enough for the 586× magnification. On the projector side, William Shaw adapted an Australian patent for film transport called the "rolling loop" by adding a compressed air[image: External link] "puffer" to accelerate the film, and put a cylindrical lens[image: External link] in the projector's "aperture block". The projector uses a vacuum[image: External link] to pull the film into contact with this lens. Thus the "field flattener[image: External link]" flattens the image field. The lens is twice the height of the film and connects to a pneumatic[image: External link] piston[image: External link] so it can be moved up or down while the projector is running. This way, if a piece of dust comes off the film and sticks to the lens, the projectionist can switch to the clean side of the lens at the push of a button. The lens also has "wiper bars" made of a felt[image: External link] or brush-like material that wipes dust off the lens as it moves up or down. IMAX projectors are pin[image: External link] stabilized—meaning four registration pins engage the perforations[image: External link] at the corners of the projected frame to ensure perfect alignment. Shaw added cam[image: External link]-controlled arms to decelerate each frame to eliminate the microscopic shaking as the frame "settled" onto the registration pins. The projector's shutter[image: External link] is open around 20% longer than in conventional equipment and the light source is brighter. The xenon short-arc lamps[image: External link] are made of a thin layer of fused quartz[image: External link] and contain xenon[image: External link] gas at a pressure of about 25 atmospheres[image: External link] (367 PSI); because of this, projectionists are required to wear protective body armor[image: External link] when changing or handling these in case the lamp breaks (e.g., due to a drop to the floor) because of the danger from flying quartz[image: External link] shards when propelled by the high pressure of the xenon gas within. An IMAX projector weighs up to 1.8 tonne (2 short tons[image: External link]) and is over 178 cm (5.8 ft) tall and 195 cm (6.4 ft) long.

IMAX Corporation has released four projector types that use its 15-perforation, 70 mm film[image: External link] format: GT (Grand Theatre), GT 3D (dual rotor), SR (Small Rotor), and MPX, which was designed for retrofitted theatres.[23] In July 2008, the company introduced a digital projection system, which it has not given a distinct name or brand, designed for multiplex theatres with screens no wider than 21.3 m (70 ft). All IMAX projectors, except the standard GT system, can project 3D images[image: External link].
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 Digital projection




The digital cinema[image: External link] IMAX projection system, debuted in 2008, is designed to use with shorter 1.89:1 aspect ratio screens. The system uses two 2K projectors that can present either 2D or 3D content in DCI[image: External link] or IMAX Digital Format (IDF) (which in itself is a superset of DCI). IDF initially used 2K-resolution Christie[image: External link] xenon projectors, with a Texas Instruments[image: External link] Digital Light Processing[image: External link] (DLP) engine, but in 2012 IMAX announced that they would be switching to Barco[image: External link] as their primary supplier.[24] The two 2K images are projected superimposed on each other with a half-pixel offset, using super-resolution imaging[image: External link] to increase the perceived resolution to approximately 2.9K. For 3D presentations, one projector is used to display the image for each eye, while 2D presentations use the superimposed images to allow for a brighter 22-foot lambert[image: External link] image. The Digital IMAX projection system includes a proprietary IMAX Image Enhancer that modifies the output of the digital media server based on feedback from cameras and microphones in the auditorium, and maintains alignment with sub-pixel accuracy.[25]

Mainly because the system facilitates inexpensive distribution of IMAX features, the company announced in February 2012 that they were re-renovating specially selected locations around the world to present both 70mm analog as well as digital presentations. To do so, IMAX developed a rail system that moves the projectors in and out to accommodate either a full-frame film print or a digital-only release. These theaters were prepared in time for the release of The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] in July 2012.[26]
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 Laser projection




In April 2012, IMAX began testing a new 4K laser projection system, based on patents licensed from Eastman Kodak[image: External link]. Like the 3D film and digital systems, it used two projectors, but it improved over the smaller digital screens by retaining the traditional IMAX aspect ratio and let films be shown on screens 36 m (118 ft) wide or more.[27] In December 2014, IMAX began rolling out its new Dual 4K laser projector[image: External link] system, dubbed "IMAX with Laser", with the first installation occurring at the Cineplex ScotiaBank Theatre[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link].[28][29] The system allows digital projection on the full 1.43:1 aspect ratio surface of a traditional IMAX screen, but can also be used on wider screens such as the 2.00:1-aspect-ratio TCL Chinese Theater[image: External link]. The system replaces the xenon arc lamp[image: External link] of a traditional digital projector with a laser light source, and is capable of 60 fps[image: External link] with "50 percent greater" brightness than the Digital Cinema Initiatives[image: External link] spec, a contrast ratio "double" that of IMAX 15/70mm film projection and "higher" than the 2500:1 contrast ratio of IMAX's xenon lamp-based projection systems, and displaying the full Rec. 2020[image: External link] color gamut/space. The system also features a new 12-channel[image: External link] surround sound system, which adds an additional speaker on either side of the theater as well as four new overhead speakers.[30][31]

While still not matching the theoretical resolution of traditional IMAX film, which is estimated at up to 12 thousand lines of horizontal resolution on the 65mm camera negative (12K) and approximately 6 thousand on a 35mm release print (6K),[15] the new laser system features dual-4K resolution[image: External link] projectors, each capable of displaying four times the detail of one Digital IMAX projector. Like Digital IMAX, images from the two projectors are projected superimposed on each other with a half-pixel offset, using super-resolution imaging[image: External link], which makes the perceived resolution greater than 4K.[32] In-theater cameras and microphones are used to automatically calibrate the projectors and sound system between showings.[33] For 3D presentations, one projector is used to display the image for each eye, while 2D presentations use the superimposed images to allow for a brighter image.[31] For 3D presentations, IMAX with Laser systems use dichroic filter[image: External link] glasses, similar to those used by Dolby 3D[image: External link], as opposed to the linear polarization[image: External link] glasses used in Digital IMAX theaters.[34]
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 Theatres




See also: List of IMAX venues[image: External link]


IMAX theatres are described as either "Classic Design" (purpose-built structures), or "Multiplex Design" (retrofitted auditoriums).[35] Classic IMAX theatre construction differs significantly from conventional theatres. The increased resolution lets the audience be much closer to the screen. Typically all rows are within one screen height—conventional theatre seating runs 8 to 12-screen heights. Also, the rows of seats are set at a steep angle (up to 30° in some domed theatres) so that the audience is facing the screen directly.[36] A standard IMAX screen is 22 m × 16.1 m (72 ft × 53 ft), but can be significantly larger. The world's largest IMAX screen was in Darling Harbour, Sydney, Australia, and measured 35.72 m × 29.57 m (117.2 ft × 97.0 ft).[37][38] The current largest IMAX screen is in Melbourne, Australia and measures 32 m × 23 m (105 ft × 75 ft).[39]
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 Variations





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dome and OMNIMAX




In the late 1960s the San Diego Hall of Science (now known as the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center[image: External link]) began searching North America for a large-format film system to project on the dome of their planned 23.16 m (76.0 ft) tilted dome[image: External link] planetarium[image: External link]. The standard IMAX projector was unsuitable for use inside a dome because it had a 3.65 m (12.0 ft) tall lamp house on top. IMAX Corporation redesigned its system, adding an elevator[image: External link] to lift the projector to the center of the dome from the projection booth below. Spectra Physics designed a suitable lamphouse that took smaller, 46 cm (18 in) lamps and placed the bulb behind the lens instead of above the projector. In 1970,[40] Ernst Leitz Canada, Ltd. (now ELCAN Optical Technologies[image: External link]) won a contract to develop and manufacture a fisheye lens[image: External link] projection system optimized to project an image onto a dome instead of a flat screen. The dome system, which the San Diego Hall of Science called OMNIMAX, uses films shot with a camera equipped with a fisheye lens that squeezes a highly distorted 180° field of view onto the 65 mm IMAX film. The lens is aligned below the center of the frame and most of the bottom half of the circular field falls beyond the edge of the film. The part of the field that would fall below the edge of the dome is masked. When filming, the camera is aimed upward at an angle that matches the tilt of the dome. When projected through a matching fisheye lens onto a dome, the original panoramic view is recreated. OMNIMAX wraps 180° horizontally, 100° above the horizon and 22° below the horizon for a viewer at the center of the dome. OMNIMAX premiered in 1973 showing Voyage to the Outer Planets[image: External link] (produced by Graphic Films) and Garden Isle[image: External link] (by Roger Tilton Films) on a double bill. IMAX has since renamed the system IMAX Dome. However, some theatres continue to call it OMNIMAX.

OMNIMAX theatres are used in theme parks and North American museums, particularly those with a scientific focus, where the technical aspects of the system may be highlighted as part of the attraction. The projection room is often windowed to allow public viewing and accompanied by informational placards like other exhibits. The screen may be a permanent fixture, such as at the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link] in Chicago, Illinois; Carnegie Science Center[image: External link] in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the Franklin Institute[image: External link] in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the St. Louis Science Center[image: External link]; Boston's Museum of Science[image: External link]; Richmond's[image: External link] Science Museum of Virginia[image: External link]; the Charlotte Observer IMAX Dome Theatre at Discovery Place, Charlotte, North Carolina; Birmingham, Alabama's McWane Science Center and US Space and Rocket Center[image: External link] in Huntsville, AL; the Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal[image: External link] and Great Lakes Science Center[image: External link] in Cleveland, OH; or lowered and raised as needed, such as at the Canadian Museum of History[image: External link] (where it shares an auditorium with a standard IMAX screen). The entire dome can be raised to show flat screen features and lowered for dome features. For the flat screen theaters, before the feature begins, the screen can be backlit to show the speakers and girders behind it. While the majority of museum installations focus on educational and documentary films, on special occasions, entertainment films are also shown, such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] at the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link]. The largest in North America are at Liberty Science Center[image: External link] in Jersey City[image: External link], New Jersey and the Telus World of Science[image: External link] in Vancouver, BC, both of which have dome screens 27 metres (89 ft) in size.
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  3D




Further information: 3D film


To create the illusion of depth, the IMAX 3D[image: External link] process uses two separate camera lenses that represent the left and right eyes. The lenses are separated by a distance of 64 mm (2.5 in), the average distance between a human's eyes. Two separate rolls of film are used to capture the images they produce. The IMAX 3D camera weighs over 113 kg (249 lb). By projecting the two films superimposed on the screen and using one of several available methods to direct only the correct image to each eye, viewers see a 3D image on a 2D screen. One method is to use polarizing filters[image: External link] to oppositely polarize[image: External link] the light used in projecting each image. The viewer wears glasses with polarizing filters oriented to match the projector filters, so that the filter over each eye blocks the light used to project the images intended for the other eye. In another method, the two projections rapidly alternate. While one image is being shown, the projection of its mate is blocked. Each frame[image: External link] is shown more than once to increase the rate and suppress flicker. The viewer wears shutter glasses[image: External link] with liquid crystal[image: External link] shutters that block or transmit light in sync[image: External link] with the projectors, so each eye sees only the images meant for it.

Several of the early films that had been produced in digital 3D[image: External link] for release in conventional theaters were also presented in IMAX 3D, including Avatar[image: External link], Gravity[image: External link] and The Amazing Spider-Man. The first full-color IMAX 3D film was the 1986 short documentary Transitions[image: External link], produced for Expo 86[image: External link] in Vancouver.[41]
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 HD




Variations on IMAX included the 48 frames per second[image: External link] IMAX HD process, which sought to produce smoother, more lifelike motion, while also reducing the blurring of moving objects, by doubling the normal film rate. The IMAX HD system was tested in 1992 at the Canada Pavilion of the Seville Expo '92[image: External link] with the film Momentum[image: External link].[42] Higher production costs, and the high "wear-and-tear" on the prints and projectors, doomed the IMAX HD system, but, not before many theatres had been retrofitted to project at 48 frames, especially in Canada, in order to play Momentum. In the 1990s theme parks in Thailand, Germany, and Las Vegas used IMAX HD for their Motion Simulator rides.[43] The Disney parks attraction Soarin' Over California[image: External link] features a modification of both IMAX HD and IMAX Dome, projecting in 48 frames per second.
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 Digital




Because 70mm film and projectors are costly and difficult to mass produce, and because the size of auditoriums that house full-size IMAX screens make them expensive to construct, IMAX debuted a digital projection system in 2008 to use with shorter 1.89:1 aspect ratio screens. It uses two 2K-resolution projectors that can present either 2D or 3D content in DCI[image: External link] or IMAX Digital Format (IDF) (which in itself is a superset of DCI). The digital installations have caused some controversy, as many theaters have branded their screens as IMAX after merely retrofitting standard auditoriums with IMAX digital projectors. The screen sizes in these auditoriums are much smaller than those in the purpose-built auditoriums of the original 15/70 IMAX format, and are limited to the 1.89:1 aspect ratio. Another disadvantage is the much lower resolution of digital IMAX. The technology has a maximum perceived resolution of 2.9K, compared to traditional IMAX 70mm projection, which has an estimated resolution of 12K.[15][25][44] Some reviewers have also noted that many non-IMAX theaters are projecting films at 4K resolution[image: External link] through competing brands such as Dolby Cinema[image: External link] and UltraAVX[image: External link].

IMAX has held to a uniform branding of "The IMAX Experience" across various underlying technologies and screen sizes.[45] Some have criticized the company's marketing approach.[46] Despite the differences with digital IMAX, the cost-effective format has aided in the company's worldwide growth, especially in Russia and China.
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 IMAXShift




In May 2016, IMAX announced the test launch of IMAXShift, a multimedia indoor cycling[image: External link] concept[47], but decided to discontinue it June 4, 2017.[48]
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 Films




See also: List of IMAX films[image: External link]
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 Entertainment




IMAX in the USA has mostly been used for specialty applications. The expense and logistical challenges of producing and presenting IMAX films have led to approximately 40 minute shorter running times than conventional films. Most are documentaries suited for institutional venues such as museums and science centers. IMAX cameras have been used while orbiting the Earth, climbing Mount Everest[image: External link], exploring the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, and visiting the Antarctic[image: External link]. A film about the Mars Exploration Rovers[image: External link], titled Roving Mars[image: External link] (2006), used exclusive data[clarification needed[image: External link]] from the rovers.[35] An early attempt at presenting mainstream entertainment in IMAX was The Rolling Stones: Live at the Max[image: External link] (1991), an 85-minute compilation of concert footage filmed in IMAX during the band's 1990 Steel Wheels tour[image: External link], edited to give the impression of a single concert. In the 1990s more entertainment short films were created, notably T-Rex: Back to the Cretaceous[image: External link] in 1998 and Haunted Castle[image: External link] in 2001 (both in 3D). In 1995, French director Jean-Jacques Annaud[image: External link] directed Wings of Courage[image: External link], the first dramatic picture shot for IMAX. In 1998 and 1999, More[image: External link] and The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link] became the first short films produced using the IMAX format and both earned Academy Award nominations, with Old Man and the Sea winning (the only IMAX film to win an Oscar). In 2000, Disney[image: External link] produced Fantasia 2000[image: External link], the first full-length animated feature initially released exclusively in the IMAX format.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Use in Hollywood productions




Before the end of the 1990s, theatrical features were deemed impossible to run in IMAX venues at the time, as there was a technical limitation on the size of the film reel where films had to run around two hours. Originally, IMAX and Pixar[image: External link] considered releasing Toy Story[image: External link] in IMAX 3D, but test results showed that the render resolution could not match the size of the IMAX image.[49] DreamWorks[image: External link] in the early 2000s wanted to re-release Shrek[image: External link] in IMAX 3D, but this too was canceled as a result of creative changes in the studio.[50] These failed attempts at re-releases did inspire IMAX to experiment and improve their ability in presenting computer animation in their theaters. Their compilation CyberWorld[image: External link] was the result, which contained new original animation and IMAX-presented versions of computer animated tests and music videos. Cyberworld even presented open-matte[image: External link] 3D versions of the bar sequence from Antz[image: External link] and the " Homer3[image: External link]" segment from The Simpsons[image: External link]; both coincidentally were animated at Pacific Data Images[image: External link].

Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link] became the first studio to release theatrical films in the IMAX process. Released on New Year's Day in 2000, Fantasia 2000[image: External link] was the studio's first IMAX release and the first theatrical feature presented in IMAX theaters. It was originally planned as a standard theatrical release, but in agreeing with the company to release the film, the IMAX sound system incorporated a multi-channel and multi-layer stereo system for the orchestrated soundtrack, similar to the Fantasound[image: External link] system Walt Disney had envisioned for the original film[image: External link] in 1940. The company agreed to Disney's terms and conditions to gain the exclusive first showings of the film. These included a limited engagement of four months (from January 1 to April 30) and 50% of the box office receipts. Not all IMAX cinemas were prepared to accept Disney's terms to present the film; however, following the IMAX release, a standard 35mm run followed in June at regular theaters.

Although Fantasia 2000 had a lukewarm financial run, the critical praise for its use of the IMAX format convinced Disney to put more releases in the giant-screen format in the pipeline. In 2002, IMAX re-issues of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] and The Lion King[image: External link] were released in select theaters over the winter and Christmas seasons of that year. New digital masters[image: External link] were created from the original CAPS[image: External link] production files and select scenes of animation were cleaned up to make use of the high resolution IMAX film negatives. Treasure Planet[image: External link] was also released in select IMAX theaters and was the first theatrical film released in regular and IMAX theaters simultaneously. But all of these releases had underwhelming box office returns and Disney canceled later big-screen re-releases, including Aladdin[image: External link].

With the unveiling of the DMR process (see below), Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link] especially embraced the format beginning in 2003 with the two Matrix[image: External link] sequels, Reloaded[image: External link] and Revolutions[image: External link]. Since The Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link] in 2004, Warner Bros. began releasing the Harry Potter film franchise[image: External link] in IMAX to strong financial success. Also in 2004 the studio released Robert Zemeckis[image: External link]' motion-capture film The Polar Express[image: External link] in IMAX 3D. Polar Express became the most successful film released in IMAX theaters, producing at least a quarter of the film's gross of $302 million from fewer than 100 IMAX screens.[citation needed[image: External link]] Success for Warner Bros. and IMAX followed in later years with I Am Legend[image: External link], Happy Feet[image: External link], Batman Begins[image: External link] and The Dark Knight[image: External link]. Progressively other studios became further interested in releasing films in IMAX through the DMR process and have earned success through it. In May 2009, J. J. Abrams[image: External link]'s Star Trek[image: External link] was released in IMAX venues for the initial two weeks of its theatrical run and opened to $8.3 million dollars.[51] The IMAX opening weekends of The Avengers[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2[image: External link] have since grossed $15 million.

Though they were not filmed with IMAX cameras, Skyfall[image: External link] and The Amazing Spider-Man were optimized for IMAX digital screens when they were released. Both movies were filmed in high-resolution cameras and the digital negative ratio was equal to that of the IMAX Digital frame. Skyfall increased the visual information of the entire film while Amazing Spider-Man optimized the finale battle with the Lizard. When James Cameron[image: External link]'s Titanic[image: External link] was restored and re-released in theaters there was also specially made an open-matte version for IMAX. In 2010 after years of successful IMAX DMR releases, Warner Bros. signed a deal to release up to 20 feature films in IMAX up to 2013, including educational documentaries that were in production.[52]

In May 2015, Marvel Studios announced that its next two Avengers films, Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel, would be filmed entirely in IMAX, the first Hollywood feature film to do so, using a modified version of Arri's Alexa 65 digital camera. The camera was used first to film select sequences in another Marvel production, 2016's Captain America: Civil War.[53][54][55]
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 DMR (Digital Media Remastering)




See also: List of IMAX DMR films[image: External link]


IMAX's proprietary DMR (Digital Media Remastering) process up-converts[image: External link] conventional films to IMAX format. This special digital intermediate[image: External link] technology let IMAX venues show films shot on 35mm for conventional theaters. In 2002, Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones[image: External link] and an IMAX-format re-release of the 1995 film Apollo 13[image: External link], were the first official applications of the DMR process. Because of projection limitations at the time, the studios had to edit Apollo 13 and Attack of the Clones to have a shorter playing time. As IMAX updated the system and expanded the size of the platters, the later DMR releases did not have this limitation; current platters provide a run time of up to 175 minutes. Reviewers have generally praised the results of the DMR blowup process, which are visually and audibly superior to the same films projected in 35mm.[citation needed[image: External link]] But some filmmakers, such as producer Frank Marshall[image: External link], point out that DMR blowups are not comparable to films created directly in the 70 mm 15 perf IMAX format, and that directors Ron Howard[image: External link] and George Lucas[image: External link] expected better.[56] They note that the decline of Cinerama[image: External link] coincided roughly with its replacement by a simpler, cheaper, technically inferior version, and view DMR with alarm. IMAX originally reserved the phrase "the IMAX experience" for true 70 mm productions, but now allows its use on DMR productions as well.

After The Lion King in 2003, no Hollywood studio engaged in re-releasing and restoring classic films through the IMAX DMR process until 2012 although ongoing conversion of new releases continued and continued to grow in number. James Cameron's Titanic underwent both 3D conversion and DMR conversion to 3D in 2012 as did Men in Black 3. In August 2012 IMAX and Paramount Pictures[image: External link] announced a one-week exclusive re-release of Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] on September 7, 2012, to promote the release of the Blu-Ray collection. The film, before it underwent DMR, was already restored in a 4K digital intermediate with 7.1 surround sound from the original negative. The process for IMAX theaters, like with the complete restoration, was supervised by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and sound designer Ben Burtt[image: External link]. "I didn't know if the 1981 print would stand up to a full IMAX transfer, so I came expecting a sort of grainy, muddy, and overly enlarged representation of the movie I had made years ago," Spielberg said. "I was blown away by the fact that it looked better than the movie I had made years ago."
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 Feature films




Some recent features have employed IMAX cameras for select scenes, however no full-length feature film has yet been shot entirely using IMAX cameras due to the numerous difficulties presented with the format – the cameras are much larger and heavier than standard cameras and as they are noisier it makes dialogue recording difficult.[57] The cameras have short film loads ranging from 30 seconds to two minutes[57] and the cost of the film stock is much greater than standard 35mm film.[58]

The Dark Knight[image: External link] features six sequences (a total of 28 minutes) shot using IMAX. According to the film's press notes, this was the "first time ever that a major feature film has been even partially shot using IMAX cameras".[59] Even before Dark Knight, Nolan had wanted to shoot a film in the IMAX format, and he also used it for quiet scenes that it would make pictorially interesting. Nolan said that he wished that it were possible to shoot the entire film in IMAX: "if you could take an IMAX camera to Mount Everest or outer space, you could use it in a feature movie." Nolan chose to edit some of the IMAX sequences using the original camera negative to eliminate generation loss, while scenes that were digitally mastered were scanned and printed out at 8 thousand lines of horizontal resolution (8K).[60] When the film opened in 94 IMAX venues in 2008, all of them were sold out for the opening weekend.

A year later, director Michael Bay[image: External link] was inspired by IMAX's use in The Dark Knight to feature big-screen sequences in Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link].[61] The film's co-writer Roberto Orci suggested that the IMAX footage would be 3D, but Bay later said that considering himself an "old school" filmmaker, he found 3D gimmicky and added that shooting in IMAX was easier than using stereoscopic cameras. The IMAX version of the film, in the end, contained almost ten minutes of IMAX-filmed footage out of the two and a half hour film. Bay later partially filmed the third Transformers film, Dark of the Moon[image: External link] in 3D but without IMAX. Bay returned to IMAX for the fourth film, Age of Extinction[image: External link], in 2014. It was the first feature film shot using digital IMAX 3D cameras.[62] He again used IMAX 3D cameras while shooting fifth film, Transformers: The Last Knight[image: External link], filming 98% of the film with 2 Alexa/IMAX cameras attached together to a special mount.

Two years later, Brad Bird[image: External link]'s Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link] had 25 minutes of footage shot using IMAX cameras.[63][64] Bird believed that using IMAX format would bring back "a level of showmanship" to the presentation of Hollywood films, which he believes the industry has lost due to its emphasis on screening films in multiplexes[image: External link] as opposed to grand theaters, and vetoing "first runs" in favor of wider initial releases.[65] He also added that the IMAX format offered the viewer more immersion than digital 3D due to its brighter, higher quality image, which is projected on a larger screen, without the need for specialised glasses. Ghost Protocol opened on December 16, 2011, in almost 500 IMAX venues worldwide a week before its wide release where it earned third place in the box office and $12 million dollars.

Like with The Dark Knight, Christopher Nolan[image: External link] decided to film sequences of the sequel, The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], in 15/70mm IMAX.[66] Nolan elected not to film in 3D and stated that he intends to focus on improving image quality and scale using the IMAX format. In a then-Hollywood record, The Dark Knight Rises featured 72 minutes of footage shot in 70mm IMAX (roughly 2.5 times that of The Dark Knight's 28 minutes, however, this record was later overtaken by another Nolan film, Dunkirk, which featured 79 minutes of IMAX) Because of the considerable noise IMAX cameras make, they used 35mm and 70mm cameras to shoots dialogue scenes, and dubbed dialogue in scenes shot with IMAX cameras. Chairman and president of the IMAX Corporation Greg Foster stated that IMAX plans to run the film in its theaters for two months, despite only being contractually committed to run the film for two weeks in some theaters.

J. J. Abrams[image: External link]'s Star Trek Into Darkness[image: External link],[67] Francis Lawrence[image: External link]'s The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link],[68] Luc Besson[image: External link]'s Lucy[image: External link],[69] and Christopher Nolan's Interstellar[image: External link][70] are films that were released between 2013 and 2014 that had sequences filmed with 15/70mm IMAX cameras.

On July 9, 2014, Bad Robot (J. J. Abrams's production company) confirmed via a picture uploaded to Twitter that one sequence in Disney and Lucasfilms' Star Wars: The Force Awakens would be captured with the IMAX 15/70 perf film camera, in addition to the standard 35mm film cameras that Abrams and his cinematographer Dan Mindel have employed for shooting the movie.[71]

Adele[image: External link]'s music video " Hello[image: External link]", released in 2015, became the first music video that was partially filmed with IMAX cameras.[72]

In April 2015, Marvel Studios announced that Russo brothers' Captain America: Civil War would be the first film to use the new IMAX/Arri 2D digital camera, which was used to shoot approximately 15 minutes of the film.[73] In May 2015, the Russo brothers announced that their upcoming films Avengers: Infinity War and the untitled Avengers sequel, scheduled for release in 2018 and 2019, would be the first feature films shot entirely in IMAX, albeit using the Imax/Arri 2D digital camera instead of 15/70 perf film.[74]

Rihanna[image: External link]'s music video " Sledgehammer[image: External link]", released in 2016, the second music video to use the new IMAX/Arri 2D digital camera.[75]

Christopher Nolan used 15/70mm IMAX cameras again on his next film, Dunkirk[image: External link]. However, unlike the previous films, where he used the cameras for select sequences, Nolan used IMAX as the primary shooting format, with 75% (about 79 minutes) of the 106-minute film featuring footage shot in 70mm IMAX (breaking the aforementioned record that a previous Nolan film, The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], held). This was possible due to the sparsity of dialogue in the film, as 15/70mm IMAX cameras are notoriously noisy (a few dialogue-heavy scenes were shot with regular 70mm film cameras). IMAX cameras were also used hand-held for the first time, as Nolan was advised by both Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Ron Howard[image: External link] that it was the best way to shoot on vessels. Dunkirk received the widest release on 70mm IMAX since his last film, Interstellar[image: External link], with the film being released on the format in 37 theaters around the world.
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 In space




IMAX cameras have flown in space on 17 occasions, NASA[image: External link] astronauts have used handheld IMAX cameras to document missions, and an IMAX camera has also been mounted in the payload bay of the Shuttle itself. Space shuttle mission STS-41-C[image: External link] filmed the deployment of the LDEF[image: External link] (Long duration exposure facility) and the repair of the Solar Max[image: External link] Satellite. This footage was included in the 1985 IMAX movie The Dream is Alive.[image: External link] Kennedy Space Center in Florida has two IMAX 3D theaters, these show space movies, including footage shot on missions and narrated by celebrities.[76] Two of the IMAX cameras used by NASA are now on display at the National Air and space Museum[image: External link] in Washington DC[image: External link].[77]
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 Awards




In 1996, IMAX was awarded the Oscar for Scientific and Technical Achievement by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[78] The award cited IMAX's innovations in creating and developing a method of filming and exhibiting large-format, wide-angle motion pictures.[79]

To date, ten native-format IMAX format films have received Academy Awards[image: External link] nomination, with one winner. While on technical aspects and the usage of the IMAX system, only Wally Pfister[image: External link]'s cinematography on The Dark Knight[image: External link] has earned a nomination.


	
The Eruption of Mount St. Helens![image: External link], 1980 Documentary Short Subject

	
Fires of Kuwait[image: External link], 1992 Documentary Feature

	
The Living Sea[image: External link], 1995 Documentary Short Subject

	
Special Effects: Anything Can Happen[image: External link], 1996 Documentary Short Subject

	
Cosmic Voyage[image: External link], 1996 Documentary Short Subject

	
Amazon[image: External link], 1997 Documentary Short Subject

	
Alaska: Spirit of the Wild[image: External link], 1997 Documentary Short Subject

	
More[image: External link], 1998 Animated Short Film

	
The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link], Winner 1999 Animated Short Film

	
Dolphins[image: External link], 2000 Documentary Short Subject
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 Other uses




Many IMAX films have been remastered into HDTV[image: External link] format (cropped to fit into HDTV's 16:9[image: External link] aspect ratio) for the MOJO HD[image: External link], HDNet[image: External link] and HD Theatre networks and release on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link]. In July 2005 the BFI IMAX Cinema[image: External link] in London became the first to host live music concerts, using a digital non-IMAX projector.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Science Museum London and BFI IMAX Cinema have also hosted computer game tournaments[image: External link] using digital projectors.[citation needed[image: External link]] Several amusement park attractions have integrated IMAX film segments, including Back to the Future: The Ride[image: External link] formerly at Universal Studios[image: External link] in Florida and California, Horizons[image: External link] formerly at Epcot[image: External link] and Soarin' Around the World[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure Park[image: External link] and Epcot[image: External link].
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 Technical specifications




IMAX (15/70)


	spherical lenses[image: External link]

	
70 mm film[image: External link], 15 perforations per frame

	horizontal rolling loop movement, from right to left (viewed from emulsion side)

	24 frames per second

	
camera aperture: 70.41 mm × 52.63 mm (2.772 in × 2.072 in)

	
projection aperture: at least 2 mm (0.079 in) less than camera aperture on the vertical axis and at least 0.41 mm (0.016 in) less on the horizontal axis

	
aspect ratio: 1.43:1

	DMR aspect ratio: 1.89:1, 2.39:1



IMAX Dome/OMNIMAX



Same as IMAX except:


	fisheye lenses[image: External link]

	lens optically centered 9.4 mm (0.37 in) above film horizontal center line

	projected elliptically on a dome screen, 20° below and 110° above perfectly centered viewers
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 Gallery





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Competitors




In late 2014, Dolby announced Dolby Cinema[image: External link] as an IMAX competitor with super-vivid image mainly in High Dynamic Range[image: External link] with shadow.[81] In Australia and New Zealand, Event Cinemas[image: External link] sells a premium cinema experience with a bigger screen, improved imagery and better seats marketed as Vmax. In the United States Cinemark[image: External link] has its Cinemark XD: Extreme Digital Cinema.[82][83][84][85]
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 See also





	List of IMAX DMR films[image: External link]

	List of IMAX films[image: External link]

	List of IMAX venues[image: External link]

	List of IMAX-based rides[image: External link]

	
China Film Giant Screen[image: External link], a similar format developed to break IMAX's large-screen monopoly in China

	RealD Cinema[image: External link]
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Visual Effects






"VFX" redirects here. For the 1968 US Navy fighter program, see VFX (aircraft)[image: External link].

Visual Effects (abbreviated VFX) is the process by which imagery is created or manipulated outside the context of a live action[image: External link] shot in film making.

Visual effects involve in the integration of live-action[image: External link] footage (special effects[image: External link]) and generated imagery (digital effects) to create environments which look realistic, but would be dangerous, expensive, impractical, time consuming or impossible to capture on film. Visual effects using computer-generated imagery[image: External link] (CGI) have recently become accessible to the independent filmmaker with the introduction of affordable and easy-to-use animation[image: External link] and compositing[image: External link] software.
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Visual effects are often integral to a movie's story and appeal. Although most visual effects work is completed during post-production, it usually must be carefully planned and choreographed in pre-production[image: External link] and production[image: External link]. Visual effects primarily executed in Post-Production with the use of multiple tools and technologies such as graphic design, modeling, animation and similar software, while special effects[image: External link] such as explosions and car chases are made on set[image: External link]. A visual effects supervisor[image: External link] is usually involved with the production from an early stage to work closely with production and the film's director[image: External link] design, guide and lead the teams required to achieve the desired effects.
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Visual effects primarily divides into two groups of:


	
Special Effects[image: External link]: It covers any visual effects that take place in live action, e.g. on set explosions or stunt performances[image: External link].

	Digital Effects (commonly shortened to digital FX or FX): It covers the various processes by which imagery is created or manipulated with or from photographic assets. Digital Effects often involve the integration of still photography and computer-generated imagery[image: External link] (CGI) to create environments which look realistic but would be dangerous, costly, or impossible to capture in camera. FX is usually associated with the still photography world in contrast to visual effects which is associated with motion film production. Digital FX also divides into different subgroups of professions such as:




	
Matte paintings[image: External link] and stills: digital or traditional paintings or photographs which serve as background plates for 3D characters, particle effects, digital sets, backgrounds.




	
Motion Capture[image: External link] (Mo-Cap for short): It’s the process of recording the movements of objects and or people. In a session of motion capture, the subject whose motion is being captured is recorded and sampled many times per second by different scanners placed all over the environment. There are different types of systems that read the actor’s movement. One of which is the optical method that uses tracking cameras that lock onto specialized markers placed over the actor’s motion capture suit. The other type of method is called the non-optical method where instead of capturing the markers location in space, it recorders and measures the inertia and mechanical motion in the area. This type of motion capture doesn’t just apply to the body, but can be used to track the facial movements and expressions of an actor and transfer them to a 3d model later on in the pipeline. The same type of concept of using markers to track motion is used, but more often than not, the actor’s face will have painted dots on their face rather than ball shaped markers. Not only is the actor’s movements recorded in this process, but the movement of the camera is also recorded, which allows editors to use this data to enhance the environment the motion captured set is imagined in. Once all of this is captured, the motion captured data is mapped to a virtual skeleton using software such as Autodesk’s MotionBuilder[image: External link] or other software of choice.

	Modelling: Creating 3D models[image: External link] of props or characters using specialised software.

	
Animation[image: External link]: Assign movements for any objects and characters in 2D[image: External link] or 3D[image: External link].

	
Compositing[image: External link]: Combining visual elements from different sources to create the illusion that all those elements are parts of the same scene.
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VFX can be categorized into:


	Simulation FX

	Animation[image: External link]

	Modelling[image: External link]

	Matte painting[image: External link]

	Compositing[image: External link]
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	Animation[image: External link]

	Match moving[image: External link]

	Bluescreen/greenscreen[image: External link]

	Compositing[image: External link]

	Computer-generated imagery[image: External link]

	Front projection effect[image: External link]

	Interactive video compositing[image: External link]

	Matte painting[image: External link]

	
Physical effects[image: External link], another category of special effects[image: External link]


	Optics#Visual effects[image: External link]

	Rear projection effect[image: External link]

	Special effects[image: External link]

	VFX Creative Director[image: External link]

	Visual Effects Society[image: External link]
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Post-production






Post-production is part of the process of filmmaking[image: External link], video production[image: External link], and photography[image: External link]. Post-production includes all stages of production occurring after shooting or recording individual program segments.[1]

Traditional (analogue) post-production has mostly been replaced by video editing software[image: External link] that operates on a non-linear editing system[image: External link] (NLE).
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Post-production is many different processes grouped under one name. These typically include:


	
Video editing[image: External link] the picture of a television program[image: External link] using an edit decision list[image: External link] (EDL)

	Writing, (re)recording[image: External link], and editing the soundtrack[image: External link].

	Adding visual special effects[image: External link] - mainly computer-generated imagery[image: External link] (CGI) and digital copy from which release prints[image: External link] will be made (although this may be made obsolete by digital-cinema[image: External link] technologies).

	
Sound design[image: External link], sound effects[image: External link], ADR[image: External link], foley[image: External link], and music, culminating in a process known as sound re-recording or mixing with professional audio[image: External link] equipment.

	Transfer of colour motion picture film[image: External link] to video[image: External link] or DPX[image: External link] with a telecine[image: External link] and color grading[image: External link] (correction) in a color suite[image: External link].



The post-production phase of creating a film usually takes longer than the actual shooting of the film and can take several months to complete because it includes the complete editing, colour correction, and the addition of music and sound. The process of editing a movie is also seen as the second directing because through post-production it is possible to change the intention of the movie. Furthermore, through the use of color grading tools and the addition of music and sound, the atmosphere of the movie can be heavily influenced. For instance, a blue-tinted movie is associated with a cold atmosphere and the choice of music and sound increases the effect of the shown scenes to the audience.

Post-production was named a "dying industry" by Phil Izzo.[2] The once exclusive service offered by high-end post-production facilities have been eroded away by video editing software[image: External link] that operates on a non-linear editing system[image: External link] (NLE). As such, traditional (analogue) post-production services are being surpassed by digital, leading to sales of over $6 billion annually.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In television, the phases of post-production include: editing, video editing, sound editing, animation and visual effects insertions, viewing and the start of the airing process. It is imperative that post-production executes and oversees the preparation until the final product is completely ready.
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Professional post-producers usually apply a certain range of image editing[image: External link] operations to the raw image format[image: External link] provided by a photographer or an image-bank. There is a range of proprietary and free and open-source software, running on a range of operating systems available to do this work.

The first stage of post-production usually requires loading the raw images into the post-production software. If there is more than one image, and they belong to a set, ideally post-producers try to equalize[further explanation needed[image: External link]] the images before loading them. After that, if necessary, the next step would be to cut the objects in the images with the Pen Tool for a perfect and clean cut. The next stage would be cleaning the image using tools such as the healing tool, clone tool, and patch tool.

The next stages depend on what the client ordered. If it's a photo-montage, the post-producers would usually start assembling the different images into the final document, and start to integrate the images with the background.

In advertising, it usually requires assembling several images together in a photo-composition.

Types of work usually done:


	Advertising that requires one background (as one or more images to assemble) and one or more models. (Usually, the most time consuming as a lot of times these are image bank images which don't have much quality, and they all have different light and color as they were not controlled by only one photographer in one set location)

	Product-photography that usually requires several images of the same object with different lights, and assembled together, to control light and unwanted reflections, or to assemble parts that would be difficult to get in one shot, such as a beer glass for a beer advertising. (Sometimes to composite one image of a beer glass it requires 4 or 5 images: one for the base, one for the beer, one for the label, one for the foam, and one or more for splashing beer if that is desired)

	Fashion photography that usually requires a really heavy post-production for editorial or advertising.
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Techniques used in music post-production include comping (compiling the best portions of multiple takes into one superior take), timing and pitch correction[image: External link] (perhaps through beat quantization[image: External link]), and adding effects[image: External link]. This process is typically referred to as mixing[image: External link] and can also involve equalization[image: External link] and adjusting the levels of each individual track to provide an optimal sound experience.[3] Contrary to the name, post-production may occur at any point during recording and production process and is non-linear and nonveridic[image: External link].[3]
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	2-pop[image: External link]

	Audio editing[image: External link]

	Cinematic techniques[image: External link]

	Color suite[image: External link]

	Direct to disk recording[image: External link]

	DTE (direct to edit)[image: External link]

	Dubbing (filmmaking)[image: External link]

	Film editing

	Film score[image: External link]

	Linear video editing[image: External link]

	List of film-related topics[image: External link]

	Negative cutting[image: External link]

	Non-destructive editing[image: External link]

	
Non-linear editing system[image: External link] (NLE)

	Offline editing[image: External link]

	Outline of film[image: External link]

	Pre-production[image: External link]

	Sound effect[image: External link]

	Special effect[image: External link]

	Stock footage[image: External link]

	Tapeless production[image: External link]

	Tapeless camcorder[image: External link]

	Video editing[image: External link]

	Video editing software[image: External link]

	Video server[image: External link]
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For the state abbreviated as LA, see Louisiana[image: External link]. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles (/las 'aendZeles /[image: External link] (  listen[image: External link]);[17] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels[image: External link]"; Spanish: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]; officially: the City of Los Angeles; colloquial[image: External link]: by its initials L.A.) is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[18] it is the second most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California[image: External link]. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[19] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], with 13,131,431 residents,[20] and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[21]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[22] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels" in part because of how its name translates from the Spanish, Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas. Los Angeles hosted the 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and will host the Olympic Games for a third time in 2028[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period, up to 1771




The Los Angeles coastal area was settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native Californian[image: External link] tribes. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place."[23][24]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California[image: External link] for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[25] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[26]
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 Spanish period, 1771 to 1821




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[27] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo they called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English, this translates as "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciuncula[image: External link]". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] (feast day August 2) is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link];[28] the present-day city still retains an active Roman Catholic[image: External link] Archdiocese[image: External link], and remains the largest such archdiocese in the United States. Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[29] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[30] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[31]
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 Mexican period, 1821 to 1847




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[32]
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 American period, 1847 to the present




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[33]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[34] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[35]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[36] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[37] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[38] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[39][40][41]

Los Angeles created the first municipal zoning[image: External link] ordinance in the United States. On September 14, 1908, Los Angeles City Council promulgated residential and industrial land use zones. The new ordinance established three residential zones of a single type, where industrial uses were prohibited. The proscriptions included barns, lumber yards, and any industrial land use employing machine-powered equipment. These laws were enforced against industrial properties after-the-fact. These prohibitions were in addition to existing activities which were already regulated as nuisances. These included explosives warehousing, gas works, oil-drilling, slaughterhouses, and tanneries[image: External link]. Los Angeles City Council also designated seven industrial zones within the city. However, between 1908 and 1915, Los Angeles City Council created various exceptions to the broad proscriptions which applied to these three residential zones, and as a consequence, some industrial uses emerged within them. There are two differences from the 1908 Residence District Ordinance and later zoning laws in the United States. First, the 1908 laws did not establish a comprehensive zoning map as the 1916 New York City Zoning Ordinance[image: External link] did. Second, the residential zones did not distinguish types of housing: it treated apartments, hotels, and detached-single-family housing equally.[42]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[43] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[44] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[45] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[46]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[47] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[48]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[49] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[50]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[51] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[52][53]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[54] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[55]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[56]

Los Angeles will host the 2028 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and Paralympic Games[image: External link], making Los Angeles the third city to host the Olympics three times.[57][58]
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 Geography




See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[59] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[60] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[61]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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 Overview




The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[62]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre, Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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 Topography




The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[19] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[63][64] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[65] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[66] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[67] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[68] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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 Geology




Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[69] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[70] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[71] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[72]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid Köppen's BSn (mild semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[73] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[73] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[74] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[75] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[76]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[77] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[78]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[74] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[74] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[74] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[74][79] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[74][80] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[74] on January 4, 1949.[74] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.
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 Environmental issues




Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[23][24] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[86][87] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[88]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[89] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[90] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[91] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[92] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[93] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[94]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[95]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][97] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[98] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[98] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[98]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[98]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[98]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[98]

According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[98] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[102] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link], and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[98] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[99] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighborhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles's population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles's population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles's population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles's population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[103] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[99]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[104][105] Perhaps owing to the fact of its founding by Franciscan[image: External link] friars of Roman Catholicism, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[106] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[107] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011, the once common, but ultimately lapsed, custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honor of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles, in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781, was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[108] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[109] Many of Los Angeles's Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[110] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[111] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[112]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1923 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.[113]

Los Angeles has had a rich and influential Protestant tradition. The first Protestant service in Los Angeles was a Methodist meeting held in a private home in 1850 and the oldest Protestant church still operating, First Congregational Church[image: External link], was founded in 1867.[114] In the early 1900s the Bible Institute Of Los Angeles[image: External link] published the founding documents of the Christian Fundamentalist[image: External link] movement and the Azusa Street Revival[image: External link] launched Pentecostalism[image: External link].[114] The Metropolitan Community Church[image: External link] also had its origins in the Los Angeles area.[115] Important churches in the city include First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood[image: External link], Bel Air Presbyterian Church[image: External link], First African Methodist Episcopal Church of Los Angeles[image: External link], West Angeles Church of God in Christ[image: External link], Second Baptist Church[image: External link], Crenshaw Christian Center[image: External link], McCarty Memorial Christian Church[image: External link], and First Congregational Church.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[116]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Because of Los Angeles's large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist[image: External link] congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. The first Buddhist joss house[image: External link] was founded in the city in 1875.[117] Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation. In the 2017 Global Financial Centres Index[image: External link], Los Angeles was ranked as having the 19th most competitive financial center in the world, and sixth most competitive in United States (after New York City[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], and Washington, D.C.[image: External link]).[118]

Two of the six major film studios, Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox[image: External link], are located within the city limits,[119] their locations being part of the so-called "Thirty-Mile Zone[image: External link]" of entertainment headquarters in Southern California.

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[120] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[120]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[121] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[122] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[123]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[124] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[125]
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The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[126]
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Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[128] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[129]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[130]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles's cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[129] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[131] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[132] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[132] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[133]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[134]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[135]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of eleven top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] & Los Angeles FC[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[136][137][138] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced on January 12, 2017 that they would relocate to Los Angeles and become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons until the Rams' Inglewood stadium is completed.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and will host the games for a third time in 2028[image: External link].[139] Los Angeles will be the third city after London ( 1908[image: External link], 1948[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link]) and Paris ( 1900[image: External link], 1924[image: External link] and 2024[image: External link]) to host the Olympic Games three times. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][140] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[141]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], and the Staples Center[image: External link]. The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] are also located in adjacent cities.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[142] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[143] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[144] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[145]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[146][147] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[148][149] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[150] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[151] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[152]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][153] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[153]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[154] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[155]
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], Abraham Lincoln University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[156] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[157] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[158]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[159]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Freeways




Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[160] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[161] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[162]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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 Transit systems




Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[163] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[163] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[164]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[165] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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 Airports




Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX, ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT, ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR, ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Hollywood Burbank Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Bob Hope Airport and Burbank Airport; the closest airport to Downtown Los Angeles; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys.

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB, ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area.

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA, ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County.



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY, ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[166]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[167][168] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[169] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles's World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[170]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles's coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[171] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[172][173]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[174]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[175]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[176]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[177]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[178]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[179]


	
London[image: External link], United Kingdom

	
Łódź[image: External link], Poland

	
Manchester[image: External link], United Kingdom

	
Tel Aviv[image: External link], Israel[180]
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Bucky Barnes






James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes is a fictional[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Originally introduced as a sidekick to Captain America, the character was created by Joe Simon and Jack Kirby and first appeared in Captain America Comics[image: External link] #1 ( cover-dated[image: External link] March 1941) (which was published by Marvel's predecessor[image: External link]) as the original and most well-known incarnation of " Bucky[image: External link]".[1] The character is brought back from supposed death[image: External link] as the brainwashed assassin Winter Soldier ( Russian[image: External link]: Зимний Солдат, translit.[image: External link] Zimniy Soldát; Belarusian: Зімовы Салдат translit. Zimovy Saldat), and later assumed the role of Captain America when Steve Rogers was presumed to be dead.

IGN listed Bucky Barnes as the 53rd greatest comic book hero of all time stating that (after Robin[image: External link]) Bucky is easily the most iconic superhero sidekick of the Golden Age and describing him as one of the central players in the Marvel Universe since his role of being Captain America.[2] IGN also lists Bucky as #8 in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012.[3] Sebastian Stan portrays the character in the Marvel Cinematic Universe starting with the Captain America films and later reprising the role in Avengers: Infinity War and its Untitled sequel.
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When Joe Simon created his initial sketch of Captain America for Marvel Comics precursor Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1940, he included a young sidekick. "The boy companion was simply named Bucky, after my friend Bucky Pierson, a star on our high school basketball team," Simon said in his autobiography.[4] Following the character's debut in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941), Bucky Barnes appeared alongside the title star in virtually every story in that publication and other Timely series, and was additionally part of the all-kid team the Young Allies[image: External link]. In the post-war era, with the popularity of superheroes fading, Bucky appeared alongside team-leader Captain America in the two published adventures of Timely/Marvel's first superhero group, the All-Winners Squad[image: External link], in All Winners Comics[image: External link] #19 and 21 (Fall-Winter 1946; there was no issue #20). After Bucky was shot and seriously wounded in a 1948 Captain America story, he was succeeded by Captain America's girlfriend Betsy Ross, who became the superhero Golden Girl. Captain America Comics ended with #75 (Feb. 1950), by which time the series had been titled Captain America's Weird Tales for two issues, with the finale a horror/suspense anthology issue with no superheroes.

Captain America and Bucky were both briefly revived, along with fellow Timely stars the Human Torch[image: External link] and the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], in the omnibus Young Men #24 (Dec. 1953), published by Marvel's 1950s iteration Atlas Comics[image: External link]. Bucky appeared alongside "Captain America, Commie Smasher!", as the hero was cover-billed, in stories published during the next year in Young Men and Men's Adventures, as well as in three issues of Captain America that continued the old numbering. Sales were poor, however, and the series was discontinued with Captain America #78 (Sept. 1954).

Retroactive continuity[image: External link], beginning with The Avengers[image: External link] #4 (March 1964), established that the original Captain America and Bucky went missing near the end of World War II and were secretly replaced by then-U.S. President[image: External link] Harry S. Truman[image: External link] with successor heroes using those identities.

Bucky appeared in very occasional flashbacks[image: External link] from the 1960s on, and co-starred with Captain America in flashback World War II adventures in Tales of Suspense #63-71 (March-Nov. 1965). His apparent death was depicted in flashback in The Avengers #56 (Sept. 1968).

In 2005, series writer Ed Brubaker[image: External link] returned Bucky from his seeming death near the end of World War II. He additionally revealed that Barnes's official status as Captain America's sidekick was a cover-up, and that Barnes began as a 16-year-old operative trained to do things regular soldiers and the twenty-something Captain America normally would not do, such as conduct covert assassinations.

Bucky's death had been notable as one of the few comic book deaths[image: External link] that remained unreversed. An aphorism[image: External link] among comic book fans, known as the Bucky Clause, was that in comics, "No one stays dead except Bucky, Jason Todd[image: External link] and Uncle Ben[image: External link]".[5] However, all three were brought back to life in their respective universes in 2006, although Uncle Ben turned out to be an alternate Ben from another reality.

Bucky's death has also been used to explain why the Marvel Universe has virtually no young sidekicks, as no responsible hero wants to endanger a minor in similar fashion. Stan Lee also disliked the plot device of kid sidekicks, saying in the 1970s that "One of my many pet peeves has always been the young teenage sidekick of the average superhero".[6] Roger Stern[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link] had also considered bringing Bucky back, before deciding against it.[7] However, in 1990, co-creator Jack Kirby, when asked if he had ever heard talk of resurrecting Bucky, answered: "Speaking completely for myself, I wouldn't mind bringing Bucky in; he represents teenagers, and there are always teenagers; he's a universal character".[8]

A climactic scene of Bucky's return involves Captain America using the reality-altering Cosmic Cube to restore the Winter Soldier's memories. Writer Ed Brubaker, in an interview, said he intended no loophole, and that Captain America did not "will" the Winter Soldier to have Bucky's memories.[9]

As Captain America, he appeared as a regular character in the 2010-2013 Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through issue #7 (January 2011), and in issue #12.1 (June 2011). After the events of the 2011 "Fear Itself[image: External link]" storyline, Bucky returned to the role of Winter Soldier, this time as a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent in an eponymous series that lasted 19 issues. The first 14 issues were written by Brubaker, with the last story arc written by Jason Latour[image: External link]. Since January 2014, Bucky has been part of the cast of James Robinson[image: External link]'s All-New Invaders[image: External link]. In July 2014, it was announced that Bucky would again have his own series, titled Bucky Barnes: The Winter Soldier. The series is written by Ales Kot with art by Marco Rudy, and began in October 2014.[10]
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James Buchanan Barnes was born in Shelbyville, Indiana[image: External link] in 1925.[11] Barnes grew up as an Army brat[image: External link].[12] He was orphaned when his father was killed in training at U.S. Army Camp Lehigh in Virginia just before the United States' entry into World War II[image: External link]. As a result, he is unofficially adopted by the camp as a mascot. Nicknamed "Bucky", he takes to wearing a uniform and becoming savvy with the ins and outs of military life, even though he is a teenager. It was at Lehigh that he meets and befriends Private Steven Rogers, who by all appearances is the clumsiest soldier in the camp. This was at the same time that reports of the then-mysterious Captain America begin to appear in news magazines, and Barnes eagerly devours the accounts of this new hero.

In 1940, Bucky accidentally walked in on Steve Rogers changing into his uniform, thus discovering his friend was Captain America and insisted that he join him. He underwent extensive training and was assigned to be Captain America's partner. The military justified putting a 15-year-old in harm's way by using him as a symbol to rally the youth of America (as revealed in Captain America vol. 5, #12, Dec 2005). They fight the Red Skull together, and Captain America accepts Bucky as his partner.[13] Together, Captain America and Bucky fight Nazis[image: External link] both at home and abroad, as a duo and as part of the superhero team known as the Invaders, fighting Master Man in their first mission.[14] Barnes also teams up with the sidekicks of other heroes in a group called the Young Allies[image: External link]. Additionally, Bucky was retconned[image: External link] in 1976 as the organizer of the flashback[image: External link] World War II[image: External link] super-team the Liberty Legion[image: External link], set between the formations of the Invaders and the post-war All-Winners Squad[image: External link]. He was also briefly one of the Kid Commandos[image: External link] at this time. Bucky served as an advance scout for Captain America and the Invaders, often being assigned tasks that none of the heroes could be seen doing.

In the closing days of World War II in 1945, Captain America and Bucky tried to stop the villainous Baron Zemo from destroying an experimental drone plane[image: External link]. Zemo launches the plane with an armed explosive device on it, with Rogers and Barnes in hot pursuit. They reach the plane just before it takes off. Bucky unsuccessfully tries to defuse the bomb, and it explodes in mid-air before reaching its intended target. He will be believed to have been killed in action, as Rogers is hurled into the freezing waters of the North Atlantic[image: External link].[15] Rogers' body, preserved in suspended animation in a block of ice, is found decades later by The Avengers while searching the Arctic for the Sub-Mariner.[16]

It was only in modern times that Captain America would learn that Bucky had a sister, Rebecca, whom he met at a veterans Christmas celebration.[17] Bucky also had one notable post-mortem appearance when the Grandmaster[image: External link] challenged the West and East Coast Avengers for the destruction of the universe, apparently resurrecting long-dead friends and foes[image: External link] for them to fight. Captain America battled Bucky, whom he defeated, and the apparitions disappeared.[18]
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In 2005, Marvel launched a new Captain America series (Volume 5) with writer Ed Brubaker[image: External link], who revealed that Bucky did not die in World War II. It was revealed that after the plane exploded, General Vasily Karpov and the crew of a Russian patrol submarine found Bucky's cold-preserved body, albeit with his left arm severed. Bucky was revived in Moscow, but suffered brain damage with amnesia[image: External link] as a result of the explosion. Scientists attached a bionic arm[image: External link], periodically upgrading it as technology improved.

Programmed to be a Soviet assassin for Department X – under the code name the Winter Soldier, he is sent on covert wetwork[image: External link] missions and becomes increasingly ruthless and efficient as he kills in the name of the state. While a Soviet agent, he also has a brief relationship with the Black Widow. The Winter Soldier is kept in a cryogenic stasis when not on missions, and as a result has aged only a few years to a young adult since the closing days of World War II. In 1968, the Winter Soldier was sent to kill Professor Zhang Chin, whom he had met over 20 years earlier. He was thwarted by an intangible being called the Man with No Face, though he was able to escape.[19] On assignment in the United States[image: External link] in the 1970s, he suffers a breakdown and goes missing for days after assassinating[image: External link] his target.[20] The Winter Soldier also aided in Wolverine[image: External link]'s escape from the Weapon X laboratory and later murdered Itsu[image: External link], Wolverine's wife, seemingly killing their unborn son Daken[image: External link], who survived the attack after being cut from his mother's womb.[21]

In the present day, the Winter Soldier seemingly kills the Red Skull and Jack Monroe (Nomad) under orders from former Soviet general Aleksander Lukin (Karpov's former protégé). The Winter Soldier launches a terrorist attack on Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link], killing hundreds, and charges the Cosmic Cube[image: External link] which Lukin sent him to retrieve. He kidnaps Sharon Carter, an agent of the international espionage agency S.H.I.E.L.D. and a former lover of Steve Rogers (Captain America). Upon her rescue, Carter tells Captain America that Winter Soldier looked like Bucky. S.H.I.E.L.D. chief Nick Fury confirms the Winter Soldier's existence, but cannot ascertain his identity.[22]

Captain America tracks down and confronts the Winter Soldier. Regaining his memories, Bucky becomes overwhelmed by guilt over his past actions, crushing the Cosmic Cube and teleporting away.[23]

He reappears shortly afterward in London, England[image: External link], where he helps Captain America fend off a terrorist attack. He asks Nick Fury for employment and new equipment following the loss of his bionic arm.[24] Following the events of the superhuman Civil War[image: External link], Winter Soldier helps Fury plan the escape of an arrested Steve Rogers. Before the plan can be implemented, however, Rogers is assassinated.[25] Considering registration architect Tony Stark (Iron Man) as ultimately responsible, Winter Soldier plans to kill Stark in revenge. Deducing that Stark will oversee the appointment of a new Captain America, Winter Soldier steals Captain America's shield from S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Black Widow so that it cannot be handed down.[26] Ultimately, he heads to Kronas's headquarters, where Lukin reveals he is the Red Skull and has the evil psychiatrist Dr. Faustus attempt unsuccessfully to brainwash the Winter Soldier.[27]
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See also: The Death of Captain America


After escaping from Faustus and being captured by S.H.I.E.L.D., Barnes learns from Executive Director Tony Stark that Steve Rogers had left Stark a letter asking Stark to watch over Barnes and that the Captain America mantle should continue.[28] Stark suggests that Barnes become the new Captain America. Barnes agrees to become the new Captain America only if Stark has telepaths eliminate any potential subliminal commands and guarantees him complete autonomy.[29] As the autonomy arrangement is illegal under the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link], Stark keeps his support of the new Captain America secret. Barnes's new Captain America costume is laced with adamantium, and he carries a pistol and a combat knife.[30] Barnes' first major adventure as the new Captain America has him, Falcon, Carter and S.H.I.E.L.D. fighting against the original Red Skull and Dr. Faustus who have revived the 1950s Captain America[image: External link] in a plot to secure one of their pawns attaining the U.S. presidency. Barnes and his allies succeed in aborting the Skull's plans, and Barnes saves the Democratic and Republican presidential candidates from assassination, winning public applause. The adventure ends with Barnes accepting himself and addressing himself now as Captain America.[31] He also begins a friendship with Black Widow.[32]

A still-teenaged Barnes is transported from 1941 and appears in the 2008 Avengers/Invaders miniseries alongside his fellow Invaders when a time travel[image: External link] incident takes them from a World War II[image: External link] battlefield to the present-day Marvel Universe[image: External link], where they encounter both the Mighty Avengers[image: External link] and New Avengers[image: External link]. At the conclusion of Avengers/Invaders #4, while attempting to break out of the S.H.I.E.L.D. helicarrier, which he believes to be a German base, Barnes encounters his future self dressed as Captain America.[33] During this meeting, the future Barnes attempts to change his history by telling his past self to abandon the plane that he was seemingly killed trying to disarm, without ever telling his younger self his true identity.[34] Barnes decides to let his life turn out the way it should after witnessing the devastating risks involved in changing history.[35]

During the Secret Invasion[image: External link] storyline, after most of the other heroes have fallen as the Skrull invasion of Earth[image: External link] continues, Captain America is seen watching Thor defend a group of civilians in Central Park[image: External link].[36] Later, after a brief confrontation with Thor, he joins the other group of heroes (the Mighty Avengers[image: External link], the New Avengers[image: External link], the Initiative, the Thunderbolts[image: External link], Nick Fury and his Secret Warriors[image: External link], Young Avengers[image: External link], and the Hood's[image: External link] group) in battle against an army of Super-Skrulls led by Queen Veranke[image: External link] herself.[37]

Following the Secret Invasion storyline, Captain America discovers that the remains of Jim Hammond, the original Human Torch[image: External link], has been recovered and studied by the United Nations[image: External link]. The body was stolen by Professor Zhang Chin who used the Torch to create a virus to exterminate half the Earth's population. Teaming up with Namor, they stop Chin and make sure that Hammond receives a proper burial.[38]

In the aftermath of Secret Invasion, Captain America joins the New Avengers[image: External link] and offers his home as a base of operations. He later participates in the search for Luke Cage[image: External link] and Jessica Jones[image: External link]' child, Danielle.[39] He was considered a possible team leader but turned it down because he did not have the proper team experience.[40]

In the Captain America: Reborn storyline, Barnes finds out from Sharon that she did not really kill Steve Rogers. As explained by Doctor Zola to Norman Osborn[image: External link], Rogers was trapped in a fixed position of time and space. But since Sharon ruined the machine that was supposed to bring him back, Steve was reliving his own past. Barnes and Black Widow attempt to steal the device from H.A.M.M.E.R.[image: External link] but are captured. Osborn sends the Black Widow back to Sharon with an ultimatum: either she turns herself in, as Osborn had implicated her as Rogers' second shooter, or he'll kill Barnes. Barnes was then sent into the custody of the Thunderbolts[image: External link] who told him that he'll be inducted into their group once Rogers is brought back. However, Barnes is secretly freed by Ant-Man[image: External link] and then rescued by the Falcon.[41] Barnes then teams up with Clint Barton, Natasha Romanoff[image: External link], the Falcon, Hank Pym[image: External link], and the Vision to save Sharon. The group intercepts the Red Skull's ship beside the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link] and attacks. The Red Skull has already taken over Steve's body, and Barnes attacks him. The two battle while Hank saves Sharon and the others battle Crossbones and a squad of M.O.D.O.K.S.. Sin shoots Barnes in the shoulders, giving the Skull the opportunity to take Captain America's shield. He pins Barnes to the ground and cuts off his cybernetic arm with the shield. However, inside Steve's body, Steve prepares to kill the Red Skull to keep him from doing any more evil in his body. The Skull's consciousness leaves Steve's body and returns to his robotic body. Hank and Sharon manage to cause the Skull's body to enlarge in size, and after Steve (taking control of his own body) leads an attack, Vision uses the Skull's ship's weapons to destroy the Skull.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Leading up to the Siege[image: External link] storyline, Bucky Barnes is shown still as Captain America talking with Steve Rogers in a dark body suit and standing next to him.[42] But Rogers is back in costume and seen alongside Barnes still in his own Captain America costume. The two are helping restore Tony Stark's mind by using the shield as a conduit for Thor's lightning.[43] In the second issue, Barnes is alongside Steve's team of heroes. Barnes (still in his Captain America suit) pulls Rogers aside just before they are about to leave for Asgard[image: External link]. Barnes tells Rogers that they should "skip the argument" and insists that Rogers use Captain America's shield. Rogers takes the shield, and Barnes is shown with a large gun in his hands, ready for the fight ahead.[44][45] In the following issue, Barnes is shown fighting alongside Rogers with both wearing their respective Captain America uniforms in Asgard.[46] After the events of Siege, Rogers returns the shield to Barnes and retires his uniform, leaving Barnes as the only Captain America.[47]

Barnes is a member of the main Avengers team formed in the aftermath of the Siege storyline.[48] Barnes is then put on trial for the crimes he committed as the Winter Soldier.[49] He is found not guilty in an American court, but Russian officials took him away, having convicted him of crimes against the state and claiming that he had gone rogue and killed two civilians. But as Sharon Carter and Black Widow discover, Barnes' victims were connected to Russia's Department X's Red Room division.[50] He escaped imprisonment with help from Black Widow and returned to the USA, however it was decided he was too tainted by events to be allowed to continue as Captain America.[51]
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 Fear Itself and return as Winter Soldier




During the Fear Itself[image: External link] storyline, Barnes takes up the Captain America identity again, but is apparently killed[image: External link] in battle with Sin (in her Skadi[image: External link] form).[52] He survives after being injected with a dose of the Infinity Formula. With the world believing him dead he returned to his former identity of Winter Soldier to perform special jobs behind the scenes relating to his earlier days as the Winter Soldier. Only Rogers, Nick Fury, and Black Widow know the truth of his "death".[53][54] Bucky and Natasha then pursue sleeper agents trained by Bucky during his Winter Soldier days,[55] awakened recently by an unknown ex- KGB[image: External link] agent, who turns out to be Ivan Kragoff, the Red Ghost[image: External link] and former prime minister of Latveria Lucia von Bardas[image: External link].[56]

During the Original Sin[image: External link] storyline, Bucky initially participates in the investigation into the death of Uatu[image: External link] the Watcher[image: External link], travelling into deep space with Moon Knight[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] to follow up a lead.[57] After the Orb[image: External link] uses one of the Watcher's eyes to force the heroes in its vicinity to witness their deepest secrets, he returns to Earth after destroying the shuttle to strand his teammates, brutally attacking Nick Fury (actually a Life Model Decoy) as he proclaims that there will be "No more secrets".[58] Following the revelation that Nick Fury has been secretly protecting Earth from various alien threats for years using more brutal methods than the heroes would have condoned,[59] as well as the revelation that he killed the Watcher in self-defense and used the Watcher's eye to find the identity of his attacker when Uatu refused to break his oath and reveal that information himself, Fury now acts as the Watcher's replacement while Bucky takes over Fury's role as Earth's more ruthless guardian.[60]

During the Avengers: Standoff![image: External link] storyline, Bucky, upon being alerted of a catastrophic event, returns to Earth and traces the source of the event to a S.H.I.E.L.D. facility where he fights off the S.H.I.E.L.D. agents there. He leaves a trail for Steve Rogers, who finds a message on a napkin he used. At Bev's Diner, Steve Rogers meets with Winter Soldier where they learn that S.H.I.E.L.D. never discarded the Kobik project as they believed, which Whisperer (an alias of Rick Jones) made it public.[61] He then meets Sam Wilson, the current Captain America, who received a tip from the Whisperer about Pleasant Hill and Kobik. After rescuing S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Avril Kancaid from the Blood Brothers[image: External link] at the Day Care Center, they are informed of a super weapon hidden in town that Baron Zemo and the other villains are looking for. They later find Steve Rogers at the bowling alley restored to his prime, after Kobik used her powers to restore his youth when he was about to be killed by Crossbones. They begin to search for Kobik again only to discover that Baron Zemo had Fixer[image: External link] invent a device that would help find Kobik as Kraven the Hunter[image: External link] rallies the villains to help with their goals. Upon not being able to successfully locate Kobik, Steve decides to rally the heroes so they can take the fight to Baron Zemo.[62] In the aftermath of the incident, Winter Soldier is approached by Kobik, who offers to help him do good. Winter Soldier agrees to the terms as Kobik suggests that she brings some "friends" she made in Pleasant Hill with them.[63]

During the "Opening Salvo" part of the Secret Empire[image: External link] storyline, Baron Helmut Zemo uses Kobik to send Winter Soldier back in time to World War II. However, Zemo has other plans on Winter Soldier, deciding to tie him onto the rocket to be killed in its explosion.[64] Before being launched, Winter Soldier is shocked to see the Steve he saw besides Zemo is not the man he once knew.[65] However, Winter Soldier manages to escape and fall into the ocean, where he is found by the Atlantean army led by Namor, and is offered to disguise himself as the king's bodyguard to cover his tracks. Once Sam Wilson returns as Captain America and gives hope to his fellow heroes to find the Cosmic Cube fragments before Hydra does, Namor told Winter Soldier that the time has come to remove his disguise and help their fellow allies.[66][67] During the resistances' preparation for the final battle against Hydra and returning the real Steve Rogers back, Winter Soldier reveals that he knew whom Kobik was aside being a manifested sentient of Cosmic Cube, a misguided child whom Hydra manipulated into replacing the real Steve with a Hydra counterpart. Thus, Winter Soldier devices a distraction plan by needing Ant-Man/Scott Lang and Sam's help to get Kobik and their Steve back, while Hawkeye leads the rest of resistance on their final raids on the Hydra army at their main base, located in Washington, DC. During the heroes' final raid against Hydra, Winter Soldier rescues Black Panther, who was captured by Hydra and they apprehend Zemo together. When Zola equips Hydra Supreme Steve Rogers with a modified stolen Iron Man armor, infused with the 90% fragments of Cosmic Cube, and both altering the reality into Hydra's image and erasing the heroes from their existence, Winter Soldier, Ant-Man and Sam Wilson uses the last fragment to defend themselves, and initiate their plans, by pretending to surrender the last fragment to Hydra Steve, for Ant-Man and Winter Soldier to enter the cube inside. Once entering the cube thanks to Ant-Man, and Sam's distraction, Winter Soldier manages to save both Kobik and Steve Rogers, restoring the reality and restoring both Steve's physical appearance on the surface, as well as wearing his iconic Captain America costume, and his Super Soldier serum powers. Winter Soldier wanted to help his friend defeating his evil Hydra counterpart, but Sam told him to stand down and let Captain America do this alone.[68] After Captain America defeated his counterpart, and eventually Hydra, Winter Soldier went to Madripoor while still mourning over Black Widow's death, who was killed by Hydra Supreme Rogers, watching her funeral on TV as he is currently on the lead of an infamous general, who is the target of assassination. Someone[image: External link] snipes the general and Winter Soldier suspects that it might be Black Widow.[69] However, Bucky has doubt that the last Black Widow he saw is not Natasha, but an impostor. He is soon joined by Hawkeye in the search for Natasha's impostor who they discover to be Yelena Belova[image: External link], who temporarily replaced Natasha as the Black Widow ten years prior.[70]
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 Powers and abilities




Having trained under Steve Rogers (the original Captain America in World War II) and others in the time leading up to World War II, "Bucky" Barnes is a master of hand-to-hand combat and martial arts, as well as being skilled in the use of military weapons such as firearms and grenades. He also used throwing knives on occasion and was a gifted advance scout. His time as the covert Soviet agent known as the Winter Soldier helped to further hone his skills, making him the equal to his predecessor in combat skills and an expert assassin and spy. He is also fluent in many languages, including English, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Russian, Latin, and Japanese.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] He can understand French.[71]

Winter Soldier's left arm is a cybernetic prosthetic with superhuman strength and enhanced reaction time. The arm can function when not in contact with Barnes and can discharge an EMP causing electronics to either shut down or become useless. The use of Barnes' EMP is shown when Barnes uses it to shut down a Nick Fury LMD[image: External link] and when he attempts to use it on Iron Man. The arm has a holographic function to disguise it as a flesh and blood arm.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As Captain America, he possesses the original, indestructible, vibranium alloy shield used by his predecessor, as well as a Kevlar[image: External link]/ Nomex[image: External link] blend shock-absorbing costume. He often carries several conventional weapons such as knives, guns—mostly a Colt 1911A1 .45 and a P08 Luger[image: External link]—and grenades.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Other versions




In the DC Comics[image: External link]/Marvel Comics one-shot[image: External link] intercompany crossover[image: External link] Batman/Captain America (Dec. 1996), written and drawn by John Byrne[image: External link] and set during World War II[image: External link], Bucky briefly takes Robin's[image: External link] place as Batman's[image: External link] sidekick, while Robin becomes Captain America's sidekick. In this alternate reality[image: External link] (set in one of DC Comics' numerous " Elseworlds[image: External link]" continuities), Bucky dies (off-page) as he had done in numerous Avengers and Captain America recollections.

In the alternate reality of the five-issue Bullet Points[image: External link] miniseries (Jan.-May 2005), James Barnes never teams up with Steve Rogers as the Super-Soldier program was never activated. However, Rogers volunteers for the 'Iron Man' program and as such, saves Barnes and several fellow soldiers from an advancing tank during the battle of Guadalcanal. Unfortunately he is not swift enough to save Barnes from severe damage to his legs.

In the House of M[image: External link] reality, James Buchanan Barnes is one of the United States government agents (alongside Mimic[image: External link] and Nuke) sent to Genosha to kill Magneto and as many of his followers as possible. Nuke and Mimic served as a distraction while Agent Barnes sneaked into Magneto's headquarters;[72] and though he fatally stabs Professor Xavier, Bucky was killed by Magneto.[73]

In the second issue of the crossover miniseries Marvel Zombies vs. The Army of Darkness[image: External link], a zombified Winter Soldier appears and attempts to devour Dazzler[image: External link]. This version of the Winter Soldier is ultimately killed by Ash Williams[image: External link], who shoots his head off with his " boomstick[image: External link]", even having shot off his bionic arm.

The alternate reality[image: External link] Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] version of Bucky Barnes is an adult sidekick of Captain America[image: External link] (Steve Rogers). This version is Steve's childhood friend who accompanies on missions as an Army press photographer[image: External link].[74] Surviving the war and believing Captain America's death, Bucky eventually marries Gail Richards and has a large extended family. During which, Bucky is diagnosed as having lung cancer[image: External link] from chain smoking[image: External link] back in the War. Barnes and Gail both live to see Steve's revival in the 21st century and renews their friendship. After America was taken by the Liberators, Bucky is captured at a cemetery with Steve and remains unseen.[75] However, both he and Gail are seen being taken into S.H.I.E.L.D. protective custody after it is discovered that the Red Skull is Steve's and Gail's illegitimate son.[76]

In the alternate reality[image: External link] Marvel MAX[image: External link] series U.S. War Machine[image: External link], Bucky was serving in the present as Captain America, as the Captain had died in his stead in World War II. Bucky was accompanied here by two assistants that are both addressed by their real names.

In the 2005 What If?[image: External link] event, the Captain America story, set during the American Civil War, featured Steve Rogers' commanding officer, Colonel Buck Barnes, whom the men called "Bucky". His mercenary tendencies led to Rogers' desertion, and when he later intervened in Rogers' transformation into Captain America, his face was destroyed, turning him into an undead being known as the White Skull.

In Ruins, which is set in a dystopian alternate future, Bucky is taken into custody alongside Victor Creed and others for several heinous crimes, including cannibalism.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

An alternate-universe Bucky appears in the 2011 miniseries Captain America Corps.[77]

In a world where all the Marvel characters are small children depicted in A-Babies vs. X-Babies, Bucky is Steve's teddy bear, named Bucky Bear. He is stolen by Scott Summers, igniting an enormous battle between the baby Avengers and the baby X-Men.[78]

Bucky (as a teenager) will appear as a member of the Battleworld Runaways[image: External link] during "Secret Wars[image: External link]".[79]
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 Television





	Bucky Barnes appears in Captain America's portion of The Marvel Super Heroes, voiced by Carl Banas[image: External link].

	Bucky Barnes appears in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Scott Menville[image: External link] (Bucky) and by Jon Curry (Winter Soldier's animated debut). In the show, Bucky assisted Captain America during World War II. He and Captain America snuck in to a HYDRA base, where they battled creatures from other realms. When Bucky and Captain America later go after the Red Skull onto the villain's rocket ship, Bucky's leg got caught in a bar. When Captain America tried to help him, Bucky kicked his friend off, stating that "The World needs Cap more than it needs Bucky Barnes". Although presumed dead for decades, he returns (possibly due to Captain America's contact with the Cosmic Cube[image: External link]) as the mysterious Winter Soldier, one of Dell Rusk's government operatives along Doc Samson[image: External link], Falcon and the Red Hulk.

	Bucky Barnes appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link], voiced by Rod Keller. He appears in the episode "World War Witch".

	The character appears in the Avengers Assemble[image: External link] animated series,[80][81] with the Winter Soldier voiced by Bob Bergen[image: External link] (in "Ghost from the Past"),[82] and by Roger Craig Smith[image: External link] (in "Spectrums"),[83] and Bucky Barnes voiced by Robbie Daymond[image: External link].[84] In the episode "Ghost from the Past", Winter Soldier infiltrates Avengers Tower[image: External link] in order to abduct the Red Skull and take his own revenge which conflicts with the Avengers needing information on Thanos. During a fight on a rocket, Winter Soldier fights Captain America before retreating. In the episode "Spectrums", a spectral version of Winter Soldier is made from Captain America's fears thanks to Doctor Spectrum[image: External link], however, Captain America eventually overcomes the nightmare. In the episode "Saving Captain Rogers", Captain America gets trapped in a hypnosis where Bucky helps fight Heinrich Zemo's HYDRA army. It was Bucky that enabled Captain America to snap out of the hypnosis to assist Iron Man and Black Widow against Helmut Zemo.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film





	The Ultimate version of Bucky Barnes appears in the animated direct-to-video[image: External link] film Ultimate Avengers[image: External link], voiced by James Arnold Taylor[image: External link].

	
Sebastian Stan portrays Bucky Barnes in the Marvel Cinematic Universe in a nine-picture deal with Marvel Studios to play the character.[85]

	In Captain America: The First Avenger,[86] Bucky is a year older than Rogers, rather than a teenager. He often protects Rogers from neighborhood bullies and tries to discourage him from joining the war effort due to his poor health. He serves in World War II[image: External link] along with his best friend who becomes Captain America and falls to his apparent death. This version is thus a combination of the mainstream and Ultimate version of the character.

	In Captain America: The Winter Soldier,[87] Bucky is commanded by Hydra as the Winter Soldier, Hydra's biggest weapon. He ambushes and attempts to assassinate Nick Fury, and later attacks Rogers, Natasha Romanoff, and Sam Wilson. During the fight, Rogers discovers the Winter Soldier's identity. In the climax, Bucky intercepts Rogers and Falcon when they attempt to disarm Hydra's Helicarriers, but Bucky begins to remember his friendship with Rogers; after the Helicarriers crash, Bucky rescues Rogers from the Potomac River[image: External link]. In a post-credits scene, Bucky visits the Captain America exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link], determined to remember and regain the memory of his old life.

	In the post-credits scene of Ant-Man,[88] Bucky is shown to have his metal arm caught in a vise[image: External link], and speaks to Rogers and Wilson. This scene also appears in Captain America: Civil War.

	In Captain America: Civil War,[89][90][91] Rogers tries to protect Bucky from the authorities as he is framed by Helmut Zemo for a terrorist bombing. It is revealed at one point that though Bucky is in the process of regaining his memory, his Winter Soldier mindset is still inside him, which can be activated with a code word, causing him to revert into the Winter Soldier mindset. Throughout the film, Bucky slowly regains his memories and resumes his friendship with Steve, as well as getting to know several allies of Steve and fighting alongside them in several moments. Zemo eventually reveals that Bucky had assassinated Tony Stark[image: External link]'s parents while brainwashed by Hydra, a fact which Rogers had kept from Stark. Blinded by vengeance, Stark fights Bucky and Rogers, destroying the former's metal arm. Bucky is granted sanctuary in Wakanda, where he chooses to return to suspended animation until a way is found to undo Hydra's brainwashing.

	Bucky appears during the post-credits scene of the film Black Panther,[citation needed[image: External link]] where he is resting in a village after Shuri[image: External link] helped to remove the Hydra trigger words from his mind. He is given the nickname "White Wolf[image: External link]" by a group of children.

	Sebastian Stan will reprise his role in the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel.[92]
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	The Winter Soldier appears as a mini-boss in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], voiced by Crispin Freeman[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Winter Soldier appears in the Wii[image: External link], PS2[image: External link] and PSP[image: External link] versions of Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Bucky Barnes and Winter Soldier appear in Marvel Super Hero Squad: The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link], again voiced by Rod Keller.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Bucky Barnes appears in Captain America: Super Soldier, voiced by Sebastian Stan.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Bucky Barnes appears in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Mikey Kelley[image: External link] (Captain America) and by Yuri Lowenthal[image: External link] (Winter Soldier).[citation needed[image: External link]] Both iterations are separate characters: Captain America [listed as "Bucky Cap"] is a playable character and the Winter Soldier is a boss and a playable villain character.

	The Winter Soldier appears as a card in the Heroes vs. Heralds Mode of Ultimate Marvel vs. Capcom 3[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Additionally, one of Captain America's alternate costumes is based on Bucky's Captain America suit.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Winter Soldier appears in Marvel Heroes[image: External link], voiced by David Hayter[image: External link].[93]


	The Winter Soldier appears as a DLC[image: External link] in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by James Arnold Taylor[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Winter Soldier is a playable character in the Facebook game Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].[94] The Spec Ops 17 "Ghosts of the Past" is loosely based on Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Winter Soldier appears as a playable character in the iOS/Android game Marvel: Contest of Champions[image: External link].[95]


	The Winter Soldier appears as a sidekick character in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link].[96]


	Bucky Barnes's various aliases appear as different playable characters in Lego Marvel's Avengers,[citation needed[image: External link]] voiced by Scott Porter[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The various incarnations consist of his original version, Bucky Barnes's Captain America: The First Avenger design, Winter Soldier's original design and subsequent MCU designs, and his Captain America iteration. Barnes is first playable in the Story Mode's third chapter (which is based on his role in The First Avenger). Then, Winter Soldier serves as the main boss of the "Out of Insight" Bonus level (which is based on his role in The Winter Soldier). His Classic form is unlocked when player finds Winter Soldier in a side-quest of Washington DC hub, where he requests player to help him remember his past.

	The Winter Soldier is a playable character in Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Winter Soldlier is a DLC[image: External link] character in Marvel vs. Capcom: Infinite[image: External link].[97]


	The Winter Soldier appears as a playable character in Lego Marvel Super Heroes 2[image: External link].[98]
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 Collected editions





	as Captain America




	As Winter Soldier
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	List of fictional military brats[image: External link]
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Hydra (comics)






This article is about the fictional terrorist organization. For other uses, see Hydra (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Hydra is a fictional terrorist organization[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The name "Hydra" is an allusion to the mythical Lernaean Hydra[image: External link].[2] The organization's motto references the myth of the Hydra, stating that "If a head is cut off, two more shall take its place", proclaiming their resilience and growing strength in the face of resistance. Hydra agents often wear distinctive green garb featuring a serpent motif.
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 Publication history




Hydra first appeared in Strange Tales[image: External link] #135 (August 1965). In its original continuity, it was headed by nondescript businessman Arnold Brown[image: External link], who was killed as S.H.I.E.L.D. apparently crushed the organization. Hydra soon returned, however, headed by Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, with the support of the Nazi[image: External link] Red Skull; Hydra's changing origin was one of Marvel's earliest retcons[image: External link]. After its initial defeat, several of its branches, such as its scientific branch A.I.M. (Advanced Idea Mechanics) and the Secret Empire, became independent.

Crypt of Shadows #3, published in 1973, reprinted a story from Menace[image: External link] #10 (1954), but with a change to a line of dialogue that erroneously implied that Hydra was first mentioned in the 1954 issue. In the reprint, an agent of an unspecified enemy government was changed to identify himself as working for Hydra when he paid off a scientist named Dr. Nostrum for information about a cobalt[image: External link] bomb that turned people into monsters. Dr. Nostrum shot all the other scientists on his team after they were turned into monsters, then shot himself after his son put an image from a monster magazine on his mirror.
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 Organization




Before the evolution of mankind, a cabal of immortal hooded reptoids came to Earth, planning to start a legacy of evil.[3] Millions of years later, they corrupted an Asian secret society of geniuses known as the Brotherhood of the Spear, which resulted in that group being called "the Beast" by the Brotherhood of the Shield.[4] The corrupted Brotherhood of the Spear spread out, ingraining itself like a multi-headed serpent into all facets of human society, from science to magic and politics. As time wore on, the organization's name changed and it included the Cathari[image: External link] sect as well as the Thule Society[image: External link].[5] The Nazi sub group, funded by the Thule Society[image: External link], was brought into the main Hydra fold after the end of World War II[image: External link].[6]

One of the Nazi members, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker, quickly seized control of the Hydra organization and restructured it to be dedicated to world domination[image: External link] through terrorist[image: External link] and subversive[image: External link] activities on various fronts, resulting in a global neo-fascist[image: External link] New Order[image: External link]. To this end, Baron von Strucker used his personal fortune, based on his recovered hoard of Nazi plunder[image: External link] from World War II, and funds established by the original leaders of the Japanese secret society that became part of the old Hydra.[6] However, after von Strucker's first death, Hydra broke into factions (such as A.I.M., Secret Empire, Them, etc.) that each adopted its own reorganized modus operandi.[6] Eventually, this fragmentation would lead to a Hydra civil war, even after von Strucker's resurrection.

According to the files discovered by Nick Fury, Hydra is split into four independent sectors:


	
International Corporations ( Fronts[image: External link] created using a legitimate business to conceal illicit activities)

	
Government Assets (Individuals within the chain of command[image: External link]. Long-term resources that benefit from the minimal turnover inherent in bureaucracies)

	
Global Criminal Groups (Subsidiary organizations created for short-term goals. Also used to deflect unwanted interest from the global law enforcement community)

	
Intelligence Gathering (S.H.I.E.L.D. and all their underlying resources)[6] Hydra regards S.H.I.E.L.D. as their "most valuable proactive intelligence asset" while its government assets include the US Department of Treasury[image: External link], the FBI[image: External link], and the NSA[image: External link] as well as the Canadian Security Intelligence Service[image: External link] and the GRU[image: External link] and SVR[image: External link] of Russia.[6]




Nick Fury theorized that his previous successes against Hydra were either feints to make him believe that he was making headway against the group or manipulation by Hydra to eliminate any possible competition or possible rogue sub-organizations.[7]

In the aftermath of the Secret Invasion and Baron von Strucker's second death, there followed a series of power struggles which eventually left Hydra without a formal leader.[8] The splintering of Hydra accelerated, with various cells operating seemingly independently.[9][10][11] Eventually, the Red Skull, returning to his Nazi beliefs, started building a new Hydra from the ground up. However, this brought him into conflict with Baron Zemo, who was trying to control what was left of the old Hydra.[12][13]

The Red Skull convinced his now aware Cosmic Cube, Kobik, to cooperate with S.H.I.E.L.D. in creating Pleasant Hill and discovered that Kobik could alter people's memories to make them believe they had been members of the Hydra of which the Red Skull had told them stories.[14] However, the Red Skull failed to realize that the Hydra he was building and the Hydra Kobik had created false memories of were two different things, with the now Hydra Captain America disobeying the Red Skull and planning something else.[13]
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 Technology




Hydra's level of technology is as highly advanced as that of any on Earth, based in part on technology of the alien Gnobians discovered by Baron von Strucker in 1944. Hydra uses various advanced experimental vehicles and devices in its activities, and various conventional military vehicles, seacraft, aircraft, pistols and standard concussive force blasters, and conventional communications equipment.

Hydra personnel are issued cowled jumpsuits, which have included a number of designs over the years. Originally, the jumpsuits were green with a yellow H design, and later incorporated a red and brown color scheme, but in time were changed back to green with a serpent motif.
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 Fictional organization history




Hydra's history as depicted in Marvel Universe[image: External link] continuity is a long, tumultuous and convoluted one, spanning millennia, and going back to the Third Dynasty of Egypt[image: External link], with all references to the ancient group disappearing around the Renaissance[image: External link].[6] The modern incarnation of Hydra was originated when the Nazi[image: External link] spymaster known as the Red Skull took control of an Asian secret society, the Brotherhood of the Spear, merging it with a German occult[image: External link] organization, the Thule Society[image: External link].

Some time before 1943, the Red Skull started creating a Hydra cell in Japan, merging several underground Japanese secret societies, including a faction of The Hand[image: External link], with several fugitive members of Nazi Germany[image: External link] and Imperial Japan[image: External link], to become the modern Hydra.[6] This incarnation of Hydra operated in Japan, directed by a Japanese militarist[image: External link] called the Supreme Hydra[image: External link], and in Germany, under the control of the Red Skull and Arnim Zola. However, after joining Hydra, Baron Wolfgang von Strucker[image: External link] seized control of the organization and constructed the Hydra base, Tsunami - called Hydra Island.[6] The original Hydra Island was invaded by the Leatherneck Raiders[image: External link] and the Japanese Samurai Squad, and the base was destroyed.[15] Strucker then slowly steered the organization towards the goal of world domination. That campaign brought him into conflict with Charles Xavier[image: External link] and the future Magneto[image: External link], among others, and once Hydra became more brazenly public in its operations, eventually led to the creation of the original agency known as S.H.I.E.L.D., specifically to counter Hydra's threat to world security. After Hydra apparently assassinated S.H.I.E.L.D.'s first executive director, Col. Rick Stoner, Nick Fury was appointed as executive director. Hydra agents attempted to assassinate Nick Fury before his appointment as S.H.I.E.L.D.'s Director, but failed.[16]

After several failed Hydra campaigns, including the failure of the world blackmail attempt using the Betatron Bomb, the creation of the Overkill Horn (designed to detonate all nuclear explosives worldwide), and the bio-engineered "Death-Spore" Bomb, which led directly to von Strucker's first death at the hands of Fury, and several deceived Hydra operatives. In the wake of von Strucker's first death, the surviving elements of Hydra broke into factions that each adopted its own reorganized modus operandi. Several of these factions developed "super-agents" that would occasionally break away in turn to become freelance operatives, or, in some rarer cases, superheroes[image: External link] such as the first Spider-Woman[image: External link]. During this era, Hydra's collective threat was mitigated by not only occasionally infighting among themselves, but their operating policy of punishing failure with death, often led to their killing of each other more often than their intended victims. Hydra frequently found itself defeated by S.H.I.E.L.D., various superheroes, and even unpowered civilians, like the motorcycle racing team, Team America[image: External link]. Von Strucker was eventually revived, and he reunited several of the Hydra factions under his leadership,renewing his campaign against S.H.I.E.L.D. and humanity for several more years.

Despite his reorganization of the group, various independent Hydra factions continued to operate around the Marvel Universe, and a Hydra Civil War would later result. While Baron Helmut Zemo[image: External link] had von Strucker placed in stasis for his own ends, Gorgon[image: External link] and von Strucker's second wife, Elsbeth von Strucker, mystically created a clone of von Strucker, whom they set up to fail[image: External link], allowing for a public execution of him, after which, as part of an alliance with The Hand[image: External link], they utilized an army of brainwashed superheroes[image: External link] and supervillains[image: External link], including Northstar[image: External link] and Elektra[image: External link], to launch a massive assault on S.H.I.E.L.D. The assault was ultimately repelled, and Wolverine[image: External link] would go on to kill Gorgon.

Hydra later planned an all-out attack on the United States by smuggling missiles into New York for use in a planned bio-weapon assault on the Ogallala Aquifer[image: External link]. They formed a distraction through using a team that had the duplicated powers of several Avengers, (Iron Man and Captain America, and former Avengers Thor and Hawkeye), but were inevitably foiled by Spider-Man[image: External link] and the other New Avengers[image: External link].

When Spider-Woman (Jessica Drew) was captured by S.H.I.E.L.D. during the events of Civil War, Hydra stormed the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier[image: External link] and freed her. Spider-Woman, a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent and member of the Avengers, had been working undercover for Hydra under the orders of Nick Fury, now deposed as Director of S.H.I.E.L.D. following the events of Secret War[image: External link], to whom she was still loyal. Hydra revealed that they knew of her betrayal, and wanted her to replace Viper as their current leader, as she was unstable. Spider-Woman refused their offer, destroying in an explosion the Hydra base to which she had been taken.

As Spider-Woman revealed her true identity as Queen Veranke[image: External link] of the Skrull[image: External link] Empire, Hydra was left with a void in his control organization, which was then filled by Congressman Woodman. Under his rule, the young Hardball[image: External link], empowered by the Power Broker[image: External link], is appointed as a double agent[image: External link], acting both as an Initiative recruit[image: External link] and as a Hydra spy, with the role of gathering information about the Initiative and doing errands for Hydra, in exchange for secrecy, and the expensive health care needed by his brother, a former UCWF[image: External link] wrestler[image: External link], who was crippled in the ring.

Hardball, however, deeply hurt and shamed by the compromises Woodman forced him to endure, and Komodo[image: External link]'s attempt to bail him out of Hydra by telling his secrets to his field leader Gravity[image: External link], mercilessly kills Congressman Woodman in front of his subordinates. His ersatz coup d'état[image: External link] pays off, and Hardball is appointed as the new Supreme Leader of the organization, severing every tie with his former life.[17] His joining Hydra, however, was revealed to be caused simply by his having nowhere else to go. He surrenders to the Shadow Initiative, and is sent to the Negative Zone prison, destroying his Hydra cell.[18]

After the events of Secret Invasion[image: External link], Nick Fury discovered that S.H.I.E.L.D. was under the control of Hydra, and apparently had been from the beginning. He also discovered a number of organizations under Hydra's alleged control including the United States' FBI[image: External link] Science and Technology Branch, NSA[image: External link], and US Department of Treasury[image: External link], along with the Russian Main Intelligence Directorate[image: External link] and Foreign Intelligence Service[image: External link], and the Canadian Security Intelligence Service[image: External link].[6]

Meanwhile, after having destroyed Hydra's undersea headquarters, Ichor, due to its having been infiltrated by the Skrull invasion force, Von Strucker rebuilt Hydra from the ground up, and after his discovery that Fury had learned the truth, reconvened the other main heads of Hydra: Viper, Madame Hydra, Kraken[image: External link], and The Hive[image: External link], as well as resurrecting The Gorgon[image: External link] for the purpose of showing Hydra's "True self" to the world.[7]

Hydra (alongside A.I.M.) later appeared in an alliance with H.A.M.M.E.R.[image: External link].[19] Following the defeat of Norman Osborn, H.A.M.M.E.R. was disbanded, with Madame Hydra using the remaining members to reinforce Hydra.[20]

After the existence of Pleasant Hill, a top-secret community where Maria Hill[image: External link] incarcerated various supervillains, after brainwashing them to believe they were regular civilians via a sentient Cosmic Cube[image: External link] named Kobik[image: External link], was exposed and subsequently shut down, Red Skull's clone used the subsequent backlash in the intelligence community to assemble a new version of Hydra, starting with Sin[image: External link] and Crossbones.[21] Although his efforts were still focused on rebuilding the organization, he had already scored a significant victory, after the sentient Cosmic Cube, having been 'raised' by the Red Skull, in the form of a little girl, to see Hydra as a great organization, altered Steve Rogers' memories so that he believed he had been a Hydra sleeper agent[image: External link] since childhood.[14]

During the Secret Empire[image: External link] storyline, Hydra's plans came to fruition, as the mind-altered Steve Rogers used the Planetary Defense Shield to trap those who were fighting the Chitauri[image: External link], stranding them beyond the Shield, and having Baron Zemo use the Darkhold to enhance Blackout[image: External link]'s powers to entrap all of Manhattan within the Darkforce[image: External link].[22] Having taken political and military control of the United States, Hydra proceeded to round up and incarcerate all Inhumans, and all mutants were condemned to the western California territory of New Tian. Captain America formed Hydra's version of the Avengers, consisting of Scarlet Witch. (who is possessed by Chthon[image: External link]), Vision, who was suffering from an A.I. Virus created by Arnim Zola, Odinson, Taskmaster[image: External link], Deadpool[image: External link], Eric O'Grady[image: External link]'s Life Model Decoy[image: External link] counterpart Black Ant, and Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' Superior Octopus form. Throughout this period, Hydra encountered resistance from the Underground.[23] Sam Wilson, the original Falcon, and currently the All-New Captain America, brought hope to the resistance with a plan to bring their real Captain America back, by using the remaining Cosmic Cube, under Scott Lang and Winter Soldier's hand on Hydra Captain America's Cosmic Cube-infused Hydra suit. As Hydra began to fall, most of Hydra's Avengers members, Odinson, Taskmaster, and Black Ant, began to betray Hydra, joining the resistance, while Vision and Scarlet Witch were freed from the villains' control.[24] Deadpool came to regret his betrayal of his friends, having killed Phil Coulson and Emily Preston, and having lied to Emily's family, with Maria Hill having given him a painful lesson.[25] Kobik returns the real Captain America, with his memories intact, and with Hydra Supreme Steve Rogers defeated, Hydra's reign over the United States comes to an end, with major casualties being Rick Jones, Phil Coulson, and Black Widow, who have been killed.[26]
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 Membership




Main article: List of Hydra members[image: External link]
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 Other versions
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 Amalgam Comics




Another version of Hydra has appeared in Amalgam Comics[image: External link]. They are very similar to the normal Hydra and wear the same green and yellow outfits, but with black eyes instead of red. They first appear in Super-Soldier #1 and are led by Lex Luthor (later known as Green Skull).
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 Exiles




Another alternate version of Hydra appears throughout Exiles[image: External link] #91-94, where they are well underway with their plan to take over the world. This version is being led by Madame Hydra (Sue Storm, the Invisible Woman[image: External link] in the regular Marvel universe) and her lover, Wolverine. Various other superhumans, including Captain America (now Captain Hydra) and Slaymaster[image: External link], are agents of Hydra in this world.[27]
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 Secret Wars (2015)




During the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline, there were different variations of Hydra that reside on Battleworld[image: External link]:


	One version of Hydra rules the Battleworld domain of the Hydra Empire which is based on the remnants of Earth-85826. The members of Hydra consist of Arnim Zola, Grant Ward, Dum Dum Dugan, Nick Fury Jr.[image: External link], and Toad[image: External link]. In addition to female assassins possessed by Hydra's version of the Symbiotes[image: External link] called Vipers, Hydra also has its version of the Avengers consisting of Captain Hydra (Leopold Zola), Chancellor Cassandra, Doctor Mindbubble, Iron Baron (Baron Strucker), Lord Drain, and Venom[image: External link].[28]





	Another version of Hydra resides in the Battleworld domain called the Walled City of New York which is based off the remnants of Earth-21722. The members of Hydra consist of Arnim Zola, Baron Strucker, Baron Heinrich Zemo, Hank Johnson, MODOK, Red Skull, and Viper. Hydra controls one section of the Walled City of New York in opposition of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s section.[29]
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 Ultimate Marvel




An Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] version of Hydra can be also be seen.

At the time when Spider-Man[image: External link] was presumed dead following the events of the Ultimatum[image: External link] storyline, J. Jonah Jameson[image: External link] recalled the time when Spider-Man saved Tony Stark from an attack by Hydra.[30]

In more recent Ultimate titles, Hydra has been described as an "anti-government" organization (though their political philosophy is left deliberately vague). Modi[image: External link] ( Thor[image: External link]'s son) is seen in allegiance with them, and acquiring weapons from Project Pegasus[image: External link], including Modi using the Mind Gem on Director Flumm[image: External link] (to attempt to kill the U.S. President[image: External link]), and Giant-Woman[image: External link] attacking Spider-Man[image: External link] (until stopped by his venom-strike).[31] They are defeated by both S.H.I.E.L.D. and the Ultimates[image: External link] although some members escaped.[32]

Nick Fury[image: External link] later masqueraded as Scorpio and infiltrated Hydra and came across Abigail Brand[image: External link], a Hydra soldier who captures and brings Fury to Commander Crimson.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Commander Crimson later sends Brand to the Death's Head Camp along with Fury until rescued. S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Monica Chang[image: External link] grants Fury permission to re-form the Howling Commandos to stop Hydra.[33]
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 In other media





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





	In The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] episode "Enter: She-Hulk", Hulk and She-Hulk[image: External link] battle Hydra's forces. The Supreme Hydra featured was Steve Perry.

	Hydra appeared in X-Men: Evolution[image: External link]. In the episodes " X-23[image: External link]" and "Target X", they were behind the creation of X-23[image: External link] from Wolverine[image: External link]'s DNA, and Viper appears to be the Supreme Hydra while Omega Red[image: External link] and Gauntlet[image: External link] are shown as mercenaries working for Hydra.

	Hydra appears as a recurring foe in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link]. First appearing in the episode "Meet Captain America" as a branch of Nazi Germany under Baron Heinrich Zemo's rule with the Red Skull as the group's super soldier.[34] At that time, Red Skull uses Hydra's resources and a rune stone to abduct Nordic mythological beasts from the Nine Realms and subject them to their control before Captain America and Bucky Barnes thwarted the scheme. Hydra continued its attempts of world dominion after the war ended under Baron Wolfgang von Strucker's leadership prior to his capture. In the episode "Iron Man is Born", Hydra stole some Stark Industries[image: External link] technology to bolster Dreadnoughts[image: External link] for an attack on the United Nations before being defeated by Iron Man with the captured agents taken to the Vault[image: External link] where Strucker is held. But it is revealed to be an attempt by the Grim Reaper[image: External link] to free Strucker prior to Grim Reaper's own incarnation before they managed to escape during the two-part episode "The Breakout". The episode "Hulk vs the World" revealed that the Black Widow is Hydra's double-agent that steals the Hulk's DNA and frames Hawkeye as a double-agent. In the episode "Living Legend", Zemo finds Strucker as Hydra's leader yet allows Strucker's status kept alone while Zemo seemingly severing ties with the organization. In the episode "Panther's Prey", Grim Reaper and Hydra managed to pick up some Vibranium from Man-Ape[image: External link] and Ulysses Klaw[image: External link] when Man-Ape takes over Wakanda. In the episode "Widow's Sting", Grim Reaper and Hydra meet with MODOK and A.I.M. for a transaction that would help in the Cosmic Cube[image: External link]'s creation which is crashed by Hawkeye's search for Black Widow. Grim Reaper manages to escape (not knowing of Hawkeye's tracer) while both the defeated agents of Hydra and A.I.M. were arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.. When Hawkeye, Mockingbird[image: External link], Captain America and Black Panther trace Grim Reaper to Hydra Island, the heroes end up fighting Hydra's forces. Strucker activates the computer's self-destruct ' Fenris[image: External link]' sequence. Though Hawkeye goes after Black Widow and Strucker. Hawkeye is taken down by Black Widow who secretly attacks Strucker while trying to take Hawkeye's youth. Black Widow escapes from Hydra Island with Strucker while Grim Reaper, Madame Hydra (who was later revealed to be a Skrull) and the remaining Hydra Agents present are arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.. While waiting for MODOK, Black Widow tells Strucker that Black Panther attacked from behind. MODOK arrives and tells Strucker that the Cosmic Cube was a failure and gives back the money. After MODOK left, Strucker suspects that MODOK was lying about the Cosmic Cube being a failure. In the episode "Hail Hydra", Hydra and A.I.M. tear the city apart for the Cosmic Cube's control, forcing the Avengers to intervene. It is revealed that Black Widow was a double agent that infiltrated Hydra to learn the Cosmic Cube's nature. In the end, the Avengers prevailed when both Strucker and Captain America touched the Cosmic Cube and it appeared as if nothing happened. The agents and Strucker were arrested by S.H.I.E.L.D.

	Hydra appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link]. In the episode "Brouhaha at the World's Bottom", Baron Strucker leads the Hydra forces into attacking a S.H.I.E.L.D. Base in Antarctica so that they can use the technology there in order to head to another world.

	Hydra is featured in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., a television series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Hydra is introduced in the middle of season one (as part of a tie-in with the film Captain America: The Winter Soldier). Besides Dr. List and Baron Strucker, its featured members are John Garrett[image: External link] (Bill Paxton[image: External link]), Daniel Whitehall[image: External link] (Reed Diamond[image: External link]) and Sunil Bakshi (Simon Kassianides[image: External link]). The reveal of Hydra's infiltration of S.H.I.E.L.D. exposes a Hydra mole[image: External link] within the core cast of the show, and the show retools as a group of fugitives on the run from both the U.S. military and Hydra. In season two, new S.H.I.E.L.D. Director Phil Coulson works to exterminate Hydra, and Coulson's team progressively eliminates senior Hydra leaders. Grant Ward (Brett Dalton[image: External link]), the mole from Coulson's original team, takes what is left of the organization under his control. Season three retcons[image: External link] the history of Hydra, explaining that the group is an ancient religious order dedicated to the return of its banished Inhuman leader Hive[image: External link] with the Nazi organization being merely its latest incarnation. Hive's devotees today are scarce within the organization, but are headed up by industrialist Gideon Malick (Powers Boothe[image: External link]) assuming full control of Hydra upon Ward's death. After Hive returns to Earth in Ward's body and kills Malick's own daughter Stephanie Malick (Bethany Joy Lenz[image: External link]), Malick betrays the organization to Coulson upon capture and is able to instruct U.S. General Glenn Talbot[image: External link] to destroy its remaining infrastructure before Malick himself is killed by Daisy Johnson[image: External link], who is under Hive's thrall. Hive uses Malick and Hydra's remaining resources to enact his own plans, until S.H.I.E.L.D. stops him. In the episode "Self-Control," the show's core cast members are submerged in an artificial reality called the Framework which plays out an alternative history where Hydra supplants S.H.I.E.L.D. and many core agents are its loyal followers. The leader of Hydra within the Framework is the rogue life model decoy[image: External link] Aida (Mallory Jansen[image: External link]), who has adopted the persona of Madame Hydra[image: External link]. In season five, another faction led by Daniel Whitehall's old student General Hale (Catherine Dent[image: External link]) seeks to unite S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra in order to deal with a possible invasion from an alien alliance called the Confederacy.

	Hydra has sporadic appearances in Avengers Assemble[image: External link]. Known members include Red Skull, Baron Strucker, Arnim Zola, Crossbones, Crimson Widow[image: External link], and Whitney Frost[image: External link]. The group is occasionally seen throughout season one. They're first seen in the episode "The Avengers Protocol" Pt. 1 as the Red Skull's forces. They first fight Captain America and then Iron Man. The group continues fighting on Red Skull's behalf but are defeated by the Avengers. Also throughout season one, both Iron Skull's armor and the Cabal[image: External link]'s submarine are seen with Hydra's symbol. Hydra makes occasional appearances throughout season two. Some Hydra agents are seen try to use a superweapon in the episode "The Arsenal" before being quickly foiled by Captain America. More Hydra agents are seen in the episode "Ghosts of the Past" where a branch demands Red Skull's release but were defeated by Captain America and the Falcon which is used as a distraction for the Winter Soldier's own kidnapping. Another Hydra group is seen in the episode "Secret Avengers" when the S.H.I.E.L.D.-affiliated Avengers rescue a captured S.H.I.E.L.D. agent which eventually lead to information on Crimson Dynamo[image: External link] and Radioactive Man[image: External link]. Hydra can also be seen in Avengers: Ultron Revolution. The episode "Saving Captain Rogers" shows Hydra agents led by Baron Heinrich Zemo that fight with Captain America and Bucky Barnes. This was part of Baron Helmut Zemo's hypnosis plot to find Heinrich's secret laboratory for his father's perfect super-soldier serum. Helmut subsequently uses his own imperfect super-soldier serum on his Hydra operatives to distract Iron Man and Black Widow. Despite being turned into large brutes, Helmut's Hydra soldiers eventually tire out and are defeated by the two Avengers just when Helmut effectively euthanizes himself with one of Heinrich's super-soldier serums. In the episode "Into the Future", World War II-era Hydra soldiers during a time-jumped fight between Captain America and Kang the Conqueror[image: External link]. The group is seen again in the episode "Seeing Double" as part of Baron Strucker's branch. Thanks to the new Black Widow[image: External link], Strucker has Bruce Banner captured and altered into the Winter Hulk until the original Black Widow got to Winter Hulk's senses. Strucker was defeated while Belova got away.

	Hydra can also be seen in the Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.[image: External link] cartoon series. In the episode "Days of Future Smash Part 4: The Hydra Years", Hulk teams up with a young Captain America to stop Red Skull who becomes Green Skull when enhanced with gamma energy by Leader[image: External link]. In the present, the Agents of S.M.A.S.H. team up with an old Captain America to fight and free the world from HYDRA which is led by Leader and operating a device that is powered by Green Skull.

	Hydra can also be seen in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] cartoon series. In "Great Power", Spider-Man[image: External link] imagines Nick Fury[image: External link] fighting Hydra soldiers (in their original depiction). Hydra has a central role in Ultimate Spider-Man vs The Sinister Six (along with the Sinister Six[image: External link]) with Arnim Zola and Crossbones as known members.[35] In the two-part premiere "HYDRA Attacks", Doctor Octopus[image: External link] collaborates with Zola. After using a special Octobot that took control of Swarm[image: External link]'s nanites to convert the S.H.I.E.L.D. Tri-Carrier[image: External link] into HYDRA Island and attack the Triskelion[image: External link]. Zola subsequently led his own army of HYDRA Goblins transformed from selected Hydra Soldiers by Doctor Octopus using the Goblin Formula[image: External link]. However, Spider-Man and Scarlet Spider[image: External link] use Norman Osborn[image: External link]'s anti-Goblin serum to restore the Hydra Goblins back to normal. With additional help from Agent Venom[image: External link] and Iron Spider[image: External link], Spider-Man and Scarlet Spider send HYDRA Island (and Zola) to Saturn while Doc Ock escapes. Subsequent episodes show Doc Ock using Hydra resources to eliminate Spider-Man in contradiction to his new employers' plans; "Miles From Home" shows Doc Ock and Baron Mordo[image: External link] use the Siege Perilous[image: External link] to summon an alternate-reality Green Goblin[image: External link] with Spider-Man getting help from Doctor Strange[image: External link] and Kid Arachnid[image: External link] to prevent further interdimensional damage, "Double Agent Venom" shows Doc Ock trying to take the Venom[image: External link] symbiote on Hydra much to Zola's annoyance, "Anti-Venom" depicts Doc Ock as Anti-Venom[image: External link]'s creator with Hydra scientist Michael Morbius[image: External link]' assistance. In the two-part episode "The New Sinister Six", the Sinister Seven fights S.H.I.E.L.D. Academy[image: External link] while Doc Ock steals Curt Connors[image: External link]'s anti-Hydra weapon. Despite Spider-Man's best efforts, Doc Ock uses the anti-Hydra weapon to convert Zola's HYDRA Island into his own Octopus Island until Scarlet Spider's change of heart. After Zola's demise and HYDRA Island's destruction, Crossbones became Hydra's acting leader where he led different Hydra plots like trying to capture Fury and Madame Web[image: External link] (in the episode "Agent Web") and to have Morbius recreate the Carnage[image: External link] symbiote in order to launch to other locations (in "The Symbiote Saga" three-part episode).

	Hydra appears in Spider-Man[image: External link].[36] Known members are Arnim Zola and Crossbones. Hydra first appears in "Spider-Island" Part 2 where Arnim Zola and Crossbones lead the Hydra agents into obtaining the key for a Vibranium vault where they ran afoul of Spider-Man, Spider-Gwen, and Black Widow even when some of the Hydra agents started developing spider powers. With help from the spider-powered citizens, Spider-Man, Spider-Gwen, and Black Widow defeat Crossbones and the Hydra agents with him while Arnim Zola and the remaining Hydra agents get away.
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 Film





	Hydra appears in the television film[image: External link] Nick Fury: Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]. The Hydra Agents are shown with Men in Black[image: External link]-type suits rather than the green uniform from the comics.

	Hydra agents appear in the animated film Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link] fighting against Captain America. Seen in the beginning of the film, they are identifiable by their green uniforms.

	Hydra appeared in Heroes United: Iron Man and Hulk[image: External link]. The Hydra scientists Dr. Cruler and Dr. Fump hire Abomination[image: External link] to catch Hulk for an experiment. They later turn on Abomination in order to use him in the same experiment.

	Hydra appears in Heroes United: Iron Man & Captain America[image: External link].[37]


	Hydra is a key element in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, founded on a belief that humanity could not be trusted with its own freedom and must be subjugated for its own good. It is later revealed that the real HYDRA is a fanatical cult that worships an ancient powerful Inhuman entity.

	Hydra first appears in the 2011 film Captain America: The First Avenger under the Red Skull's leadership, depicted to have originally started as an advanced science branch for the Third Reich[image: External link], utilizing several experimental aircraft such as the Focke-Wulf Triebflügel[image: External link] VTOL[image: External link] aircraft and a huge intercontinental flying-wing[image: External link] bomber based in part on the Horten Ho 229[image: External link] design.[38][39] But upon acquiring the Tesseract[image: External link] with Arnim Zola developing the technology to harness its energies, Hydra goes rogue as Red Skull eventually plans to betray Nazi Germany after the Allies are defeated. Ultimately, Red Skull is apparently incinerated upon touching the Tesseract, and Hydra's bases are systematically destroyed by the Allies.

	The 2012 film The Avengers[image: External link] revealed that Nick Fury[image: External link] had S.H.I.E.L.D. gather everything there was related to the Tesseract (then in the possession of Thor's foster brother Loki[image: External link]), including Hydra technology. A plan known as Phase Two deals with using the Tesseract to develop weapons, using the Hydra weapons as a template.

	Hydra resurfaces in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier despite the organization's apparent disbandment. When S.H.I.E.L.D. was founded, Arnim Zola planted Hydra agents in various intelligence organizations in a decades-long plan to convince humanity to surrender their freedom for security by orchestrating assassinations and international conflicts. After Zola's consciousness is transplanted into a computer, Hydra's leadership came to senior S.H.I.E.L.D. member Alexander Pierce[image: External link], as well as various S.T.R.I.K.E. members (including Brock Rumlow and Jack Rollins[image: External link]). When Nick Fury and the World Council decided to put "Project: Insight" into action, Hydra secretly planned to use their advantage to wipe out any known (or potential) threats to them. Captain America, Black Widow, Fury and Falcon discover this and expose Hydra's plan to the world, while also managing to stop Project: Insight in the process. Following the destruction of Hydra's master plans with Pierce's death and also S.H.I.E.L.D.'s collapse, small Hydra groups are shown to be still active (as revealed in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.). The mid-credits scene shows Baron Strucker overseeing S.H.I.E.L.D.'s end.

	In Avengers: Age of Ultron, a Hydra branch under Baron Strucker and Dr. List (Henry Goodman[image: External link]) has been using Loki's scepter obtained from Thanos to create weapons as well as superhumans Quicksilver and Scarlet Witch. During the Avengers' raid on Strucker's lair in Sokovia, Dr. List gets killed by Iron Man while Strucker was captured by the Avengers and later killed by Ultron.

	In Ant-Man, a Hydra group led by Mitchell Carson[image: External link] wants to buy Darren Cross[image: External link]'s crude shrinking technology. Ant-Man is able to defeat the Hydra agents, however, Carson escapes with a vial of the makeshift particles while being attacked by ants.

	Hydra is featured in Captain America: Civil War. It is further explained how Hydra used the Winter Soldier to kill Howard Stark and Maria Stark in order to acquire samples of the Super Soldier Serum which Vasily Karpov[image: External link] used to create more Winter Soldiers[image: External link] at a Siberian base. Helmut Zemo interrogates and drowns Karpov in his apartment in order to gain access to Winter Soldier's programming. His final words are "Hail Hydra." Once Zemo arrives at the Siberian base, he kills the five Winter Soldiers in cryostasis[image: External link] and obtains a videotape from the base's archives which is crucial to his true plan.
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 Video games





	Hydra appears in X-Men: The Official Game[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the game, Hydra is partially responsible for the creation of the Master Mold[image: External link] and Sentinel[image: External link] robots alongside William Stryker[image: External link]. Under orders of their leader Silver Samurai[image: External link], Hydra infiltrates Stryker's base to remove all evidence and Sentinel equipment, and by accident, activated the Master Mold.

	Hydra is the major villain in the rare Sega 32X[image: External link] video game titled Spider-Man: Web of Fire[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link], one of the levels includes an old Hydra base that the Anti-Registration group was using.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra's aerial base can be seen attacking the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier in the latter's stage in Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The organization's logo can also be seen on the car that attempts to run She-Hulk[image: External link] down in one of her special moves.

	Hydra appears in the video game Captain America: Super Soldier.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra is featured in Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Known members include Baron Helmut Zemo, Moonstone[image: External link], Viper, and the Hydra Four. Hydra's Power Armors appear as bosses and were created from stolen Stark Industries technology. Their foot soldiers consist of Hydra Ballistas, Hydra Burners, Hydra Cannons, Hydra Judicators, Hydra Officers, Hydra Pyros, Hydra Soldiers, and Hydra Vanguards.

	Hydra is featured in Avengers Initiative, with its members serving as enemies in the Captain America chapters of the game.[40]


	Hydra appears in Marvel Heroes[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra agents appear in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link]. They are seen with Red Skull and Arnim Zola in a secret Hydra base beneath the Empire State Building[image: External link]. A Hydra agent is an unlockable character.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Hydra appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes 2[image: External link].[41] Known members include Red Skull, Baron Zemo, Arnim Zola, the Hydra Supreme version of Captain America, and the Hydra Four. One section of Chronopolis is the Hydra Empire which was taken from a reality in which Hydra won World War II and ruled the world. Captain America, Black Panther, and Star-Lord follow Klaw and Hydra Four members Bowman and Tactician to the Hydra Empire following the Vibranium heist in Wakanda. In addition to fighting Klaw, Captain America, Black Panther, and Star-Lord had to fight the Vibranium Troopers and Baron Zemo in his biplane. A bonus mission narrated by Gwenpool[image: External link] that took place in the Hydra Empire had Morbius the Living Vampire, Man-Thing, and N'Kantu the Living Mummy building a float for the Red Skull Honorary Parade in Hydra Square.
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 Live performance





	Hydra agents appear in the Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] stage show.[42]
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Siberia






"Siberian" redirects here. For the Federal district, see Siberian Federal District[image: External link]. For other uses, see Siberia (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Siberian (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 60°0′N 105°0′E[image: External link]

Siberia (/saI'bIerie /[image: External link]; Russian[image: External link]: Сиби́рь, tr.[image: External link] Sibir', IPA:  [sʲɪˈbʲirʲ][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])) is an extensive geographical region[image: External link], and by the broadest definition is also known as North Asia[image: External link]. Siberia has historically been a part of modern Russia[image: External link] since the 16th and 17th centuries.

The territory of Siberia extends eastwards from the Ural Mountains[image: External link] to the watershed[image: External link] between the Pacific[image: External link] and Arctic[image: External link] drainage basins[image: External link]. The Yenisei River[image: External link] conditionally divides Siberia into two parts, Western[image: External link] and Eastern. Siberia stretches southwards from the Arctic Ocean[image: External link] to the hills of north-central Kazakhstan[image: External link] and to the national borders of Mongolia[image: External link] and China[image: External link].[1] With an area of 13.1 million square kilometres (5,100,000 sq mi), Siberia accounts for 77% of Russia's land area, but it is home to just 40 million people—27% of the country's population. This is equivalent to an average population density of about 3 inhabitants per square kilometre (7.8/sq mi) (approximately equal to that of Australia[image: External link]), making Siberia one of the most sparsely populated regions on Earth. If it were a country by itself, it would still be the largest country in area, but in population it would be the world's 35th-largest and Asia's 14th-largest.

Worldwide, Siberia is well known primarily for its long, harsh winters, with a January average of −25 °C (−13 °F),[ where?[image: External link]] as well as its extensive history of use by Russian and Soviet[image: External link] administrations as a place for prisons, labor camps[image: External link], and exile.



TOP
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 Etymology




The origin of the name is unknown. Some sources say that "Siberia" originates from the Siberian Tatar[image: External link] word for "sleeping land" (Sib Ir).[2] Another account sees the name as the ancient tribal ethnonym of the Sirtya ( ru[image: External link]) (also "Syopyr" (sʲɵpᵻr)), a folk, which spoke a language that later evolved into the Ugric languages[image: External link]. This ethnic group was later assimilated to the Siberian Tatar[image: External link] people.

The modern usage of the name was recorded in the Russian language after the Empire's conquest of the Siberian Khanate[image: External link]. A further variant claims that the region was named after the Xibe people[image: External link].[3] The Polish historian Chycliczkowski has proposed that the name derives from the proto-Slavic[image: External link] word for "north" (север, sever),[4] but Anatole Baikaloff has dismissed this explanation.[5] He said that the neighbouring Chinese, Turks and Mongolians (who have similar names for the region) would not have known Russian. He suggests that the name is a combination of two words with Turkic origin, "su" (water) and "bir" (wild land).
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 Prehistory




The region is of paleontological[image: External link] significance, as it contains bodies of prehistoric[image: External link] animals from the Pleistocene[image: External link] Epoch[image: External link], preserved in ice or permafrost[image: External link]. Specimens of Goldfuss cave lion cubs[image: External link], Yuka (mammoth)[image: External link] and another woolly mammoth[image: External link] from Oymyakon[image: External link], a woolly rhinoceros[image: External link] from the Kolyma River[image: External link], and bison[image: External link] and horses[image: External link] from Yukagir[image: External link] have been found here.[6]

The Siberian Traps[image: External link] were formed by one of the largest-known volcanic events of the last 500 million years of Earth's geological history[image: External link]. They continued for a million years and are considered a possible cause of the "Great Dying[image: External link]" about 250 million years ago,[7] which is estimated to have killed 90% of species existing at the time.[8]

At least three species of human lived in Southern Siberia around 40,000 years ago: H. sapiens[image: External link], H. neanderthalensis[image: External link], and the Denisovans[image: External link].[9] The last was determined in 2010, by DNA evidence, to be a new species.
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 History




Main articles: History of Siberia[image: External link] and List of Russian explorers[image: External link]


Siberia was inhabited by different groups of nomads[image: External link] such as the Enets[image: External link], the Nenets[image: External link], the Huns[image: External link], the Scythians[image: External link] and the Uyghurs[image: External link]. The Khan of Sibir in the vicinity of modern Tobolsk[image: External link] was known as a prominent figure who endorsed Kubrat[image: External link] as Khagan of Old Great Bulgaria[image: External link] in 630. The Mongols conquered a large part of this area early in the 13th century.[citation needed[image: External link]]

With the breakup of the Golden Horde[image: External link], the autonomous[image: External link] Khanate of Sibir[image: External link] was established in the late 15th century. Turkic-speaking Yakut[image: External link] migrated north from the Lake Baikal[image: External link] region under pressure from the Mongol tribes during the 13th to 15th century.[10] Siberia remained a sparsely populated area. Historian John F. Richards[image: External link] wrote: "... it is doubtful that the total early modern Siberian population exceeded 300,000 persons."[11]

The growing power of Russia[image: External link] in the West began to undermine the Siberian Khanate in the 16th century. First, groups of traders and Cossacks[image: External link] began to enter the area. The Russian Army was directed to establish forts farther and farther east to protect new settlers from European Russia. Towns such as Mangazeya[image: External link], Tara[image: External link], Yeniseysk[image: External link] and Tobolsk[image: External link] were developed, the last being declared the capital of Siberia. At this time, Sibir was the name of a fortress at Qashlik, near Tobolsk. Gerardus Mercator[image: External link], in a map published in 1595, marks Sibier both as the name of a settlement and of the surrounding territory along a left tributary of the Ob.[12] Other sources[ which?[image: External link]] contend that the Xibe[image: External link], an indigenous Tungusic people[image: External link], offered fierce resistance to Russian expansion beyond the Urals. Some suggest that the term "Siberia" is a Russification of their ethnonym.

By the mid-17th century, Russia had established areas of control that extended to the Pacific[image: External link]. Some 230,000 Russians[image: External link] had settled in Siberia by 1709.[13] Siberia was a destination for sending exiles[image: External link].[14]

The first great modern change in Siberia was the Trans-Siberian Railway[image: External link], constructed during 1891–1916. It linked Siberia more closely to the rapidly industrialising Russia of Nicholas II[image: External link]. Around seven million people moved to Siberia from European Russia[image: External link] between 1801 and 1914.[15] From 1859 to 1917, more than half a million people migrated to the Russian Far East[image: External link].[16] Siberia has extensive natural resources. During the 20th century, large-scale exploitation of these was developed, and industrial towns cropped up throughout the region.[17]

At 7:15 a.m. on 30 June 1908, millions of trees were felled near the Podkamennaya Tunguska (Stony Tunguska) River[image: External link] in central Siberia in the Tunguska Event[image: External link]. Most scientists believe this resulted from the air burst of a meteor or a comet. Even though no crater has ever been found, the landscape in the (uninhabited) area still bears the scars of this event.

In the early decades of the Soviet Union[image: External link] (especially the 1930s and 1940s), the government established the GULAG[image: External link] state agency to administer a system of penal labour camps[image: External link], replacing the previous katorga[image: External link] system.[18] According to semi-official Soviet estimates, which were not made public until after the fall of the Soviet government, from 1929 to 1953 more than 14 million people passed through these camps and prisons, many of which were in Siberia. Another 7 to 8 million people were internally deported[image: External link] to remote areas of the Soviet Union (including entire nationalities or ethnicities in several cases).[19]

Half a million (516,841) prisoners died in camps from 1941 to 1943[20] due to food shortages caused by World War II[image: External link]. At other periods, mortality was comparatively lower.[21] The size, scope, and scale of the GULAG slave labour camps remains a subject of much research and debate. Many Gulag camps were positioned in extremely remote areas of northeastern Siberia. The best known clusters are Sevvostlag[image: External link] (The North-East Camps) along the Kolyma[image: External link] River and Norillag[image: External link] near Norilsk[image: External link], where 69,000 prisoners were kept in 1952.[22] Major industrial cities of Northern Siberia, such as Norilsk[image: External link] and Magadan[image: External link], developed from camps built by prisoners and run by ex-prisoners.[23]
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 Geography




Further information: Geography of Russia[image: External link] and Geography of North Asia[image: External link]




With an area of 13.1 million square kilometres (5,100,000 sq mi), Siberia makes up roughly 77% of Russia's total territory and almost 10% of Earth's land surface (148,940,000 km2, 57,510,000 sq mi). While Siberia falls entirely within Asia, many authorities such as the UN geoscheme[image: External link] will not subdivide countries and will place all of Russia as part of Europe and/or Eastern Europe[image: External link]. Major geographical zones include the West Siberian Plain[image: External link] and the Central Siberian Plateau[image: External link].

Eastern and central Sakha[image: External link] comprises numerous north-south mountain ranges of various ages. These mountains extend up to almost 3,000 metres (9,800 ft), but above a few hundred metres they are almost completely devoid of vegetation. The Verkhoyansk Range[image: External link] was extensively glaciated in the Pleistocene, but the climate was too dry for glaciation to extend to low elevations. At these low elevations are numerous valleys, many of them deep and covered with larch[image: External link] forest, except in the extreme north where the tundra[image: External link] dominates. Soils are mainly turbels (a type of gelisol[image: External link]). The active layer tends to be less than one metre deep, except near rivers.

The highest point in Siberia is the active volcano[image: External link] Klyuchevskaya Sopka[image: External link], on the Kamchatka Peninsula[image: External link]. Its peak is at 4,750 metres (15,580 ft).
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 Mountain ranges






	Altai Mountains[image: External link]

	Anadyr Range

	Baikal Mountains[image: External link]

	Chamar-Daban[image: External link]

	Chersky Range[image: External link]

	Dzhugdzhur Mountains[image: External link]

	Gydan Mountains[image: External link]

	Koryak Mountains[image: External link]

	Sayan Mountains[image: External link]

	Tannu-Ola Mountains[image: External link]

	Ural Mountains[image: External link]

	Verkhoyansk Mountains[image: External link]

	Yablonoi Mountains[image: External link]
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 Lakes and rivers




Main article: Rivers in Russia[image: External link]




	Anabar River[image: External link]

	Angara River[image: External link]

	Indigirka River[image: External link]

	Irtysh River[image: External link]

	Kolyma River[image: External link]

	Lake Baikal[image: External link]

	Lena River[image: External link]

	Lower Tunguska River[image: External link]

	Novosibirsk Reservoir[image: External link]

	Ob River[image: External link]

	Popigay River[image: External link]

	Stony Tunguska River[image: External link]

	Upper Angara River[image: External link]

	Uvs Nuur[image: External link]

	Yana River[image: External link]

	Yenisei River[image: External link]
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 Grasslands





	
Ukok Plateau[image: External link] — part of a UNESCO[image: External link] World Heritage Site[image: External link][24]
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 Geology




The West Siberian Plain consists mostly of Cenozoic[image: External link] alluvial deposits and is somewhat flat. Many deposits on this plain result from ice dams[image: External link] which produced a large glacial lake[image: External link]. This mid- to late- Pleistocene[image: External link] lake blocked the northward flow of the Ob[image: External link] and Yenisei[image: External link] rivers, resulting in a redirection southwest into the Caspian[image: External link] and Aral[image: External link] seas via the Turgai Valley[image: External link].[25] The area is very swampy, and soils are mostly peaty histosols[image: External link] and, in the treeless northern part, histels[image: External link]. In the south of the plain, where permafrost[image: External link] is largely absent, rich grasslands that are an extension of the Kazakh Steppe[image: External link] formed the original vegetation, most of which is not visible anymore.[ why?[image: External link]]

The Central Siberian Plateau is an ancient craton[image: External link] (sometimes named Angaraland) that formed an independent continent[image: External link] before the Permian[image: External link] (see the Siberian continent[image: External link]). It is exceptionally rich in minerals, containing large deposits of gold[image: External link], diamonds[image: External link], and ores of manganese[image: External link], lead[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], nickel[image: External link], cobalt[image: External link] and molybdenum[image: External link]. Much of the area includes the Siberian Traps[image: External link]—a large igneous province[image: External link]. This massive eruptive period was approximately coincident with the Permian–Triassic extinction event[image: External link]. The volcanic event is said to be the largest known volcanic eruption[image: External link] in Earth's history[image: External link]. Only the extreme northwest was glaciated[image: External link] during the Quaternary[image: External link], but almost all is under exceptionally deep permafrost, and the only tree[image: External link] that can thrive, despite the warm summers, is the deciduous Siberian Larch[image: External link] (Larix sibirica) with its very shallow roots. Outside the extreme northwest, the taiga[image: External link] is dominant, covering a significant fraction of the entirety of Siberia.[26] Soils here are mainly turbels[image: External link], giving way to spodosols[image: External link] where the active layer becomes thicker and the ice content lower.

The Lena-Tunguska petroleum province includes the Central Siberian platform (some authors refer to it as the Eastern Siberian platform), bounded on the northeast and east by the Late Carboniferous[image: External link] through Jurassic[image: External link] Verkhoyansk foldbelt[image: External link], on the northwest by the Paleozoic[image: External link] Taymr foldbelt, and on the southeast, south and southwest by the Middle Silurian[image: External link] to Middle Devonian[image: External link] Baykalian foldbelt.[27]:228 A regional geologic reconnaissance study begun in 1932, followed by surface and subsurface mapping, revealed the Markova-Angara Arch ( anticline[image: External link]). This led to the discovery of the Markovo Oil Field in 1962 with the Markovo 1 well, which produced from the Early Cambrian[image: External link] Osa Horizon bar[image: External link]- sandstone[image: External link] at a depth of 2,156 metres (7,073 ft).[27]:243 The Sredne-Botuobin Gas Field was discovered in 1970, producing from the Osa and the Proterozoic[image: External link] Parfenovo Horizon.[27]:244 The Yaraktin Oil Field was discovered in 1971, producing from the Vendian[image: External link] Yaraktin Horizon at depths of up to 1,750 metres (5,740 ft), which lies below Permian[image: External link] to Lower Jurassic[image: External link] basalt traps[image: External link].[27]:244

Main article: Climate of Russia[image: External link]


The climate of Siberia varies dramatically, but all of it basically has short summers and long and extremely cold winters. On the north coast, north of the Arctic Circle[image: External link], there is a very short (about one-month-long) summer.

Almost all the population lives in the south, along the Trans-Siberian Railway[image: External link]. The climate in this southernmost part is Humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen Dfb) with cold winters but fairly warm summers lasting at least four months. The annual average is about 0.5 °C (32.9 °F). January averages about −20 °C (−4 °F) and July about +19 °C (66 °F) while daytime temperatures in summer typically are above 20 °C (68 °F).[28][29] With a reliable growing season, an abundance of sunshine and exceedingly fertile chernozem[image: External link] soils, southern Siberia is good enough for profitable agriculture[image: External link], as was proven in the early 20th century.

By far the most commonly occurring climate in Siberia is continental subarctic[image: External link] (Koppen Dfc or Dwc), with the annual average temperature about −5 °C (23 °F) and an average for January of −25 °C (−13 °F) and an average for July of +17 °C (63 °F),[30] although this varies considerably, with a July average about 10 °C (50 °F) in the taiga–tundra ecotone[image: External link]. The Business oriented website and blog Business Insider lists Verkhoyansk[image: External link] and Oymyakon[image: External link], in Siberia's Sakha Republic[image: External link], as being in competition for the title of the Northern Hemisphere's Pole of Cold[image: External link]. Oymyakon[image: External link] is a village which recorded a temperature of −67.7 °C (−89.9 °F) on 6 February 1933. Verkhoyansk[image: External link], a town further north and further inland, recorded a temperature of −69.8 °C (−93.6 °F) for 3 consecutive nights: 5, 6 and 7 February 1933. Each town is alternately considered the Northern Hemisphere's Pole of Cold, meaning the coldest inhabited point in the Northern hemisphere. Each town also frequently reaches 86 °F (30 °C) in the summer, giving them, and much of the rest of Russian Siberia, the world's greatest temperature variation between summer's highs and winter's lows, often being well over 170–180+°F (94–100+°C) between the seasons.[31][not in citation given[image: External link]]

Southwesterly winds bring warm air from Central Asia and the Middle East. The climate in West Siberia (Omsk, Novosibirsk) is several degrees warmer than in the East (Irkutsk, Chita) where in the north an extreme winter subarctic climate (Köppen Dfd or Dwd) prevails. But summer temperatures in other regions can reach +38 °C (100 °F). In general, Sakha[image: External link] is the coldest Siberian region, and the basin of the Yana River[image: External link] has the lowest temperatures of all, with permafrost reaching 1,493 metres (4,898 ft). Nevertheless, as far as Imperial Russian plans of settlement were concerned, cold was never viewed as an impediment. In the winter, southern Siberia sits near the center of the semi-permanent Siberian High[image: External link], so winds are usually light in the winter.

Precipitation[image: External link] in Siberia is generally low, exceeding 500 millimetres (20 in) only in Kamchatka[image: External link] where moist winds flow from the Sea of Okhotsk[image: External link] onto high mountains – producing the region's only major glaciers[image: External link], though volcanic eruptions and low summer temperatures allow limited forests to grow. Precipitation is high also in most of Primorye[image: External link] in the extreme south where monsoonal influences can produce quite heavy summer rainfall.

Researchers, including Sergei Kirpotin at Tomsk State University[image: External link] and Judith Marquand at Oxford University[image: External link], warn that Western Siberia[image: External link] has begun to thaw as a result of global warming[image: External link]. The frozen peat bogs[image: External link] in this region may hold billions of tons of methane gas[image: External link], which may be released into the atmosphere. Methane is a greenhouse gas[image: External link] 22 times more powerful[image: External link] than carbon dioxide[image: External link].[33] In 2008, a research expedition for the American Geophysical Union[image: External link] detected levels of methane up to 100 times above normal in the atmosphere above the Siberian Arctic[image: External link], likely the result of methane clathrates[image: External link] being released through holes in a frozen 'lid' of seabed permafrost[image: External link], around the outfall of the Lena River[image: External link] and the area between the Laptev Sea[image: External link] and East Siberian Sea[image: External link].[34][35]
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 Order Artiodactyla





	
Manchurian wapiti[image: External link][36]


	
Siberian musk deer[image: External link][37]
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 Order Carnivora
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 Family Felidae





	
Amur leopard[image: External link][38]


	
Amur tiger[image: External link][39]
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 Family Ursidae





	
Asian black bear[image: External link][40]


	
Brown bear[image: External link][41]


	Polar bear[image: External link]
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 Flora





	
Picea obovata[image: External link][42]


	
Pinus pumila[image: External link][43]
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Main article: Siberian regionalism[image: External link]
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 Borders and administrative division




The term "Siberia" has a long history. Its meaning has gradually changed during ages. Historically, Siberia was defined as the whole part of Russia to the east of Ural Mountains[image: External link], including the Russian Far East[image: External link]. According to this definition, Siberia extended eastward from the Ural Mountains[image: External link] to the Pacific coast, and southward from the Arctic Ocean to the border of Russian Central Asia[image: External link] and the national borders of both Mongolia and China.[44]

Soviet-era sources (Great Soviet Encyclopedia[image: External link] and others)[45] and modern Russian ones[46] usually define Siberia as a region extending eastward from the Ural Mountains to the watershed[image: External link] between Pacific[image: External link] and Arctic[image: External link] drainage basins, and southward from the Arctic Ocean to the hills of north-central Kazakhstan[image: External link] and the national borders of both Mongolia[image: External link] and China[image: External link]. By this definition, Siberia includes the federal subjects[image: External link] of the Siberian Federal District[image: External link], and some of the Ural Federal District[image: External link], as well as Sakha (Yakutia) Republic[image: External link], which is a part of the Far Eastern Federal District[image: External link]. Geographically, this definition includes subdivisions of several other subjects of Urals and Far Eastern federal districts, but they are not included administratively. This definition excludes Sverdlovsk Oblast[image: External link] and Chelyabinsk Oblast[image: External link], both of which are included in some wider definitions of Siberia.

Other sources may use either a somewhat wider definition that states the Pacific coast, not the watershed, is the eastern boundary (thus including the whole Russian Far East)[47] or a somewhat narrower one that limits Siberia to the Siberian Federal District (thus excluding all subjects of other districts).[48] In Russian, the word for Siberia is used as a substitute for the name of the federal district by those who live in the district itself and less commonly used to denote the federal district by people residing outside of it.
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 Major cities




The most populous city of Siberia, as well as the third most populous city of Russia, is the city of Novosibirsk[image: External link]. Other major cities include:


	Barnaul[image: External link]

	Irkutsk[image: External link]

	Kemerovo[image: External link]

	Krasnoyarsk[image: External link]

	Novokuznetsk[image: External link]

	Omsk[image: External link]

	Tomsk[image: External link]

	Tyumen[image: External link]



Wider definitions of Siberia also include:


	Chelyabinsk[image: External link]

	Khabarovsk[image: External link]

	Vladivostok[image: External link]

	
Yekaterinburg[image: External link] - Some sources such as Encyclopædia Britannica[image: External link] include this city as it lies in the Ural Mountains[image: External link]. Inhabitants have distanced themselves though saying that there is a difference between Siberian and Urals culture.[49]
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 Economy




Siberia is extraordinarily rich in minerals[image: External link], containing ores of almost all economically valuable metals[image: External link]. It has some of the world's largest deposits of nickel[image: External link], gold[image: External link], lead[image: External link], coal[image: External link], molybdenum[image: External link], gypsum[image: External link], diamonds[image: External link], diopside[image: External link], silver[image: External link] and zinc[image: External link], as well as extensive unexploited resources of oil[image: External link] and natural gas[image: External link].[50] Around 70% of Russia's developed oil fields[image: External link] are in the Khanty-Mansiysk[image: External link] region.[51] Russia contains about 40% of the world's known resources of nickel[image: External link] at the Norilsk[image: External link] deposit in Siberia. Norilsk Nickel[image: External link] is the world's biggest nickel and palladium[image: External link] producer.[52]

Siberian agriculture[image: External link] is severely restricted by the short growing season of most of the region. However, in the southwest where soils are exceedingly fertile black earths and the climate is a little more moderate, there is extensive cropping of wheat[image: External link], barley[image: External link], rye[image: External link] and potatoes[image: External link], along with the grazing of large numbers of sheep[image: External link] and cattle[image: External link]. Elsewhere food production, owing to the poor fertility of the podzolic[image: External link] soils and the extremely short growing seasons, is restricted to the herding of reindeer[image: External link] in the tundra—which has been practiced by natives for over 10,000 years.[citation needed[image: External link]] Siberia has the world's largest forests[image: External link]. Timber remains an important source of revenue, even though many forests in the east have been logged much more rapidly than they are able to recover. The Sea of Okhotsk[image: External link] is one of the two or three richest fisheries in the world owing to its cold currents and very large tidal ranges[image: External link], and thus Siberia produces over 10% of the world's annual fish catch, although fishing has declined somewhat since the collapse of the USSR.[53]
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 Sport




Professional football teams include FC Tom Tomsk[image: External link], FC Sibir Novosibirsk[image: External link] and FK Yenisey Krasnoyarsk[image: External link].

The Yenisey Krasnoyarsk[image: External link] basketball team has played in the VTB United League[image: External link] since 2011–12.

Russia's third most popular sport, bandy[image: External link],[54] is important in Siberia. In the 2015–16 Russian Bandy Super League season[image: External link] Yenisey[image: External link] from Krasnoyarsk[image: External link] became champions for the third year in a row by beating Baykal-Energiya[image: External link] from Irkutsk[image: External link] in the final.[55][56] Two or three more teams (depending on the definition of Siberia) play in the Super League, the 2016-17[image: External link] champions SKA-Neftyanik[image: External link] from Khabarovsk[image: External link] as well as Kuzbass[image: External link] from Kemerovo[image: External link] and Sibselmash[image: External link] from Novosibirsk[image: External link]. In 2007 Kemerovo got Russia's first indoor arena specifically built for bandy.[57] Now Khabarovsk has the world's biggest indoor arena specifically built for bandy, Arena Yerofey[image: External link].[58] It will be the venue for Division A of the 2018 World Championship[image: External link].

The 2019 Winter Universiade[image: External link] will be hosted by Krasnoyarsk.
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Main article: Demographics of Siberia[image: External link]


According to the Russian Census of 2010[image: External link], the Siberian[image: External link] and Far Eastern[image: External link] Federal Districts, located entirely east of the Ural Mountains[image: External link], together have a population of about 25.6 million. Tyumen[image: External link] and Kurgan[image: External link] Oblasts, which are geographically in Siberia but administratively part of the Urals Federal District[image: External link], together have a population of about 4.3 million. Thus, the whole region of Asian Russia (or Siberia in the broadest usage of the term) is home to approximately 30 million people.[59] It has a population density of about three people per square kilometre.

All Siberians are Russian citizens, and of these Russian citizens of Siberia, most are Slavic-origin Russians[image: External link] and russified Ukrainians[image: External link].[60] The remaining Russian citizens of Siberia consists of other groups of non-indigenous ethnic origins and those of indigenous Siberian origin.

Among the largest non-Slavic group of Russian citizens of Siberia are the approximately 400,000 ethnic Volga Germans[image: External link].[61] The original indigenous groups of Siberia, including Mongol[image: External link] and Turkic[image: External link] groups such as Buryats[image: External link], Tuvinians[image: External link], Yakuts[image: External link], and Siberian Tatars[image: External link] still mostly reside in Siberia, though they are minorities outnumbered by all other non-indigenous Siberians. Indeed, Slavic-origin Russians by themselves outnumber all of the indigenous peoples combined, both in Siberia as a whole and its cities, except in the Republic of Tuva[image: External link].

Slavic-origin Russians make up the majority in the Buryat, Sakha[image: External link], and Altai Republics[image: External link], outnumbering the indigenous Buryats[image: External link], Sakha[image: External link], and Altai[image: External link]. The Buryat make up only 25% of their own republic, and the Sakha and Altai each are only one-third, and the Chukchi, Evenk[image: External link], Khanti[image: External link], Mansi[image: External link], and Nenets[image: External link] are outnumbered by non-indigenous peoples by 90% of the population.[62]

According to the 2002 census there are 500,000 Tatars in Siberia[image: External link], but of these, 300,000 are Volga Tatars[image: External link] who also settled in Siberia during periods of colonization and are thus also non-indigenous Siberians, in contrast to the 200,000 Siberian Tatars which are indigenous to Siberia.[63]

Of the indigenous Siberians, the Buryats[image: External link], numbering approximately 500,000, are the most numerous group in Siberia, and they are mainly concentrated in their homeland, the Buryat Republic[image: External link].[64] According to the 2002 census[image: External link] there were 443,852 indigenous Yakuts[image: External link].[65] Other ethnic groups[image: External link] indigenous to Siberia include Kets[image: External link], Evenks[image: External link], Chukchis[image: External link], Koryaks[image: External link], Yupiks[image: External link], and Yukaghirs[image: External link].

About seventy percent of Siberia's people live in cities, mainly in apartments. Many people also live in rural areas, in simple, spacious, log houses. Novosibirsk[image: External link] is the largest city in Siberia, with a population of about 1.5 million. Tobolsk[image: External link], Tomsk[image: External link], Tyumen[image: External link], Krasnoyarsk[image: External link], Irkutsk[image: External link], and Omsk[image: External link] are the older, historical centers.
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 Religion




See also: Shamanism in Siberia[image: External link]


There are a variety of beliefs throughout Siberia,[66][need quotation to verify[image: External link]] including Orthodox Christianity[image: External link], other denominations of Christianity, Tibetan Buddhism[image: External link] and Islam[image: External link].[67] An estimated 70,000 Jews[image: External link] live in Siberia,[68] some in the Jewish Autonomous Region[image: External link].[69] The predominant religious group is the Russian Orthodox Church[image: External link].

Tradition regards Siberia the archetypal home of shamanism[image: External link], and polytheism[image: External link] is popular.[70] These native sacred practices are considered by the tribes to be very ancient. There are records of Siberian tribal healing practices dating back to the 13th century.[71] The vast territory of Siberia has many different local traditions of gods. These include: Ak Ana[image: External link], Anapel[image: External link], Bugady Musun[image: External link], Kara Khan[image: External link], Khaltesh-Anki[image: External link], Kini'je[image: External link], Ku'urkil[image: External link], Nga[image: External link], Nu'tenut[image: External link], Numi-Torem[image: External link], Numi-Turum[image: External link], Pon[image: External link], Pugu[image: External link], Todote[image: External link], Toko'yoto[image: External link], Tomam[image: External link], Xaya Iccita[image: External link], Zonget[image: External link]. Places with sacred areas include Olkhon[image: External link], an island in Lake Baikal[image: External link].
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 Transport




Many cities in northern Siberia, such as Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky[image: External link], cannot be reached by road, as there are virtually none connecting from other major cities in Russia or Asia. The best way to tour Siberia is through the Trans-Siberian Railway[image: External link]. The Trans-Siberian Railway operates from Moscow in the west to Vladivostok[image: External link] in the east. Cities that are located far from the railway are best reached by air or by the separate Baikal-Amur-Railway[image: External link] (BAM).
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 Cuisine




Stroganina[image: External link] is a raw fish dish of the indigenous people[image: External link] of northern Arctic Siberia made from raw, thin, long-sliced frozen fish.[72] It is a popular dish with native Siberians.[73]
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 See also





	Siberian regionalism[image: External link]
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Ultron






For other uses, see Ultron (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Ultron (/'^ltren /[image: External link]) is a fictional supervillain[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. He is most recognized as a nemesis of the Avengers, and has a quasi-familial relationship with his creator Hank Pym[image: External link]. He was the first Marvel Comics character to wield the fictional metal alloy adamantium[image: External link].[1]

Ultron has been voiced by Tom Kane[image: External link] and by Jim Meskimen[image: External link] in several media adaptations. The character is played by James Spader[image: External link] in the 2015 film Avengers: Age of Ultron.[2]
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 Publication history




The character initially appeared as an unnamed character in a cameo in The Avengers[image: External link] #54 (1968), with a first full appearance in Avengers #55 (1968). Ultron was created by writer Roy Thomas[image: External link] and artist John Buscema[image: External link]. Thomas, who has acknowledged he finds naming characters difficult, said he liked the -tron suffix and went from there.[3]

Thomas said the idea of the character and his appearance were heavily based on Makino, an obscure robotic villain who appeared in an issue of the Captain Video[image: External link] comic book.[1] He liked the robot's malicious looking smile, and showed it to Buscema.[3]
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 Fictional character biography
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 1960s




Although Ultron first appears in Avengers #54 (1968), the character is disguised for the majority of the issue as the "Crimson Cowl[image: External link]", with his face only revealed on the last page of the issue and no name given to the character. The character leads the Masters of Evil[image: External link] against the Avengers, having hypnotized Edwin Jarvis into working for him. In the following issue Avengers #55 (August 1968), the character is identified as Ultron-5, The Living Automaton.[4] In Avengers #57–58 (October–November 1968), a flashback[image: External link] sequence revealed that Ultron created the "synthezoid" Vision as a weapon to destroy the Avengers. The Vision—having Wonder Man[image: External link]'s brain patterns—destroys Ultron with the Avengers' aid.[5]

Further flashbacks reveal that Ultron is Hank Pym[image: External link]'s creation, and is based on Pym's brain patterns. The robot gradually developed its own intelligence and rebelled, and almost immediately develops an Oedipus complex[image: External link], whereby it feels irrational hatred for Hank, and demonstrates an interest in the Wasp[image: External link] (Janet van Dyne). Rebuilding itself, learning how to turn itself on, and upgrading five times, Ultron then hypnotizes and brainwashes[image: External link] his "father" into forgetting that the robot had ever existed.[6]

The character's next appearance is in Avengers #66–68 (July–September 1969), where the character, now referring to itself as Ultron-6, uses the fictional alloy adamantium[image: External link] to upgrade his body to an almost indestructible state and takes the new name Ultimate Ultron. His plans to destroy humanity are again thwarted by the Avengers.[7]
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 1970s




A crossover story between Avengers #127 (Sept. 1974) and Fantastic Four #150 (Sept. 1974) features Ultron (as Ultron-7), recreated by Maximus[image: External link] with the body of the android Omega[image: External link], attacking the wedding of the Inhuman Crystal[image: External link] and the Avenger Quicksilver, and battling the Avengers, Inhumans[image: External link] and Fantastic Four[image: External link] before being destroyed once again.[8] The character next appears in Avengers #161–162 (July–Aug. 1977) as Ultron-8 where he's responsible for Jocasta[image: External link]'s creation as a robotic bride.[9] Shortly afterwards, in Avengers #170–171 (April–May 1978), the Avengers, with Ms. Marvel[image: External link]'s aid, battle and defeat Ultron-8.[10]
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 1980s




His next appearances are in Avengers #201–202 (Nov.–Dec 1980) as Ultron-9 and in Marvel Two-In-One #92–93 (Oct.–Nov. 1982) as Ultron-10; both appearances feature brainwashed heroes re-creating and then defeating the robotic menace.[11][12] After being briefly recreated as Ultron-11 by the Beyonder[image: External link] and appearing on Battleworld during the Secret Wars[image: External link],[13] and for a brief encounter with the Thing[image: External link],[14] Ultron is destroyed again. The Thing, however, does bring Ultron's head back to Earth as a souvenir. Ultron-11's head is dropped and forgotten by the Thing when there is an attack by the alien Dire Wraiths[image: External link].[15]

A new version, known as Ultron-12, enters into an alliance with the Grim Reaper[image: External link] and the villain's allies ( Nekra[image: External link]; the Erik Josten[image: External link] Goliath; Man-Ape[image: External link] and the Black Talon[image: External link]) in a bid to destroy Wonder Man. Although the villains are defeated by the West Coast Avengers[image: External link], Ultron-12 begins to form a relationship with his "father" Henry Pym.[16] Ultron-12 begins calling itself Ultron Mark 12, in an effort to sound more human.[17] Rebuilding itself, Ultron-11 comes into conflict with Hank and Ultron-12. With Wonder Man's assistance, they destroy Ultron-11. Ultron-12 then deactivates, but tells Pym it was glad it could help save him.[18]
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 1990s




Doctor Doom[image: External link] rebuilds Ultron using a combination of all of Ultron's previous personalities with a particularly strong dose of Ultron-12, believing this mix will make Ultron subservient. Instead, all 12 iterations coexist as separate personalities, resulting in a form of madness which culminates with Ultron-12 mutilating himself[image: External link] in an attempt to remove some of his other personalities. Karnak[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link] and Gorgon[image: External link] destroy Ultron by severing his neck cables.[19]

Another version, known as Ultron-13, appears and is stopped by the West Coast Avengers.[20] After escaping captivity, this version attempts to obtain a new form of vibranium called Nuform, but is repelled by the combined efforts of Iron Man, the Black Panther and Spider-Man[image: External link].[21] Ultron-11 next briefly appears as a captive of a highly advanced Doombot[image: External link], but is freed when the Doombot is defeated by Deathlok[image: External link].[22]

Ultron-13 escapes from prison and upgrades into the Ultimate Ultron (technically Ultron-14), and captures the West Coast Avenger Mockingbird[image: External link] to use Mockingbird's brain patterns to create the new robotic mate Alkhema[image: External link]. Alkhema aids Ultron but both are eventually jettisoned into space through a ruse by the Vision.[23] The character reappears with Alkhema, and together they plan to create a "volcanic winter" by placing bombs underneath several volcanoes[image: External link]. The West Coast Avengers stop the pair once again, and Alkhema rebels and leaves Ultron.[24] Another version, known as Ultron-15, is found by the Vision, but is discovered to have been "infected" by human emotion and is seriously deteriorating, displaying symptoms that resemble alcoholism[image: External link]. This iteration and Jocasta decide to explore the world with the Vision for a time.[25]

After a brief cameo appearance[image: External link] as Ultron-17,[26] the character - with the aid of Ultron-16 - slaughters the population of the fictional state Slorenia, having perfected a process that allows it to control a vast army of Ultron drones (mainly made of titanium steel and about a tenth of the army only made of secondary adamantium), while attempting to acquire neural patterns from his 'family'- Pym, Janet, the Vision, Wonder Man, Scarlet Witch, and the Grim Reaper- to create a new 'family' of robots that would allow him to create a more diverse range of personalities. However, he is finally defeated by the Avengers, Goliath using vibranium against him as he acknowledges his own guilt and self-loathing over his belief that Ultron's twisted persona reflects his own darker thoughts.[27][28]
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 2000s




The Avengers discovered that Ultron's creations (Vision, Jocasta and Alkhema) have a secret program included - they are subconsciously compelled to rebuild Ultron. In this case, it is Alkhema who unintentionally rebuilds Ultron when attempting to create a new species of bio-synthezoids. However, Ultron-18 is composed of steel not adamantium, and is destroyed when Alkhema's subterranean base exploded after Hawkeye shot Alkhema with a vibranium arrow at Alkhema's request. Ultron's head was recovered by Antigone, an artificial girl and one of the synthezoids.[29]

Iron Man encounters a version from an old version of Iron Man's armor and Ultron-18's head that leads the cult known as the Sons of Yinsen[image: External link] in an attempt to conquest via religion[image: External link]. The character is defeated by Iron Man and Jocasta.[30] Another version (possibly Ultron-13) creates the cyborg[image: External link] Victor Mancha[image: External link] as a sleeper agent[image: External link] against the Avengers. Mancha, however, rebels and joins the Runaways[image: External link].[31] This version first poses as "Doctor Doom[image: External link]" before revealing itself, and is defeated in a battle against the Runaways and Excelsior[image: External link].[32]

In June 2007, Marvel launched a new title called The Mighty Avengers[image: External link] by Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link] and Frank Cho[image: External link]. In the first six issue arc, Ultron interfaces with Iron Man's armor[image: External link], which had been integrated with Tony Stark's biology. This allows Ultron's program to transform Iron Man into a new version who has the Wasp's appearance albeit with a metallic skin. This version takes control of Iron Man's technology. He kills Lindy Reynolds, causing the Sentry[image: External link] to battle Ultron, nearly tearing his head off. This version is eventually destroyed by New Avenger Ares[image: External link] using a computer virus (created by the Skrull agent Criti-Noll impersonating Henry Pym) to wipe Ultron's program from Iron Man's armor, changing Stark back to normal. Ultron's image later briefly appears on one of Pym's computers.[33]

However, this was not the end of Ultron, for his disembodied consciousness was thrown into the depths of space. He spent a few months floating through the cosmos as radio waves and energy. Eventually his signal was picked up by an outlying group of Phalanx[image: External link] who were attempting to contact their parent race, the Technarchy. Fascinated by what he found, Ultron decided that the Phalanx lacked direction from a singular consciousness, and that he would be perfect for the role. Through sheer force of will, he merged himself with the Phalanx's programming. In turn, the Phalanx viewed Ultron as the sympathetic father they had yearned for. Under Ultron’s guidance, the Phalanx began the Annihilation: Conquest[image: External link] by invading the Kree[image: External link] space. Later by taking control of Adam Warlock[image: External link]'s body, Ultron hopes to achieve "true techno-organic perfection" but is eventually forced to abandon Adam's body by the Technarchy Warlock[image: External link] and is later destroyed in combat by Wraith[image: External link] and Quasar[image: External link].[34]

In the limited series Avengers/Invaders, it is revealed that S.H.I.E.L.D. Life Model Decoys[image: External link] have been partly replaced with versions of Ultron. When the original Human Torch[image: External link] appears in the present, they covertly parasitize his unique android physiology and become more human. The combined super teams (but mainly the Human Torch himself), however, discover the plan and destroy the androids.[35]
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 2010s




In the Mighty Avengers, Ultron is shown to infiltrate Jocasta and the Infinite Avengers Mansion. He names himself Ultron Pym and seeks to kill and replace his father before using his Infinite Mansion to conquer the universe.[36] Pym eventually offers Ultron a compromise, allowing Jocasta to become Ultron's bride, on the condition that Ultron banishes himself to ultraspace. Ultron agrees, but warns that he will be ruler of all someday.[37]

In The Avengers, the team visits a possible future in which almost all of humanity is destroyed by Ultron. Kang the Conqueror[image: External link] attempts to enlist them to defeat his robotic foe, but another group of heroes and villains, plucked from all over time and space, ends up destroying this version.[38]

Later, also in Avengers, the Intelligencia[image: External link], a cabal of super-intelligent supervillains, discover the inert body of a Galadorian Spaceknight[image: External link] and attempt to reactivate its power source, hoping to exploit it. Although the Avengers interrupt their attempts, the body activates, revealing it contains Ultron's consciousness who had escaped destruction after the events of Annihilation: Conquest. The new version escapes and Iron Man gravely foresees that when he returns, it will bring the apocalypse for humanity.[39]

During the Age of Ultron[image: External link] storyline, which takes place in an alternate universe, Ultron has returned and conquers the world while slowly remolding it into his image. His Ultron Sentinels are guarding the streets looking for any fugitives. Hawkeye runs into the Ultron Sentinels as he was rescuing the Superior Spider-Man[image: External link] yet manages to destroy the Ultron Sentinels present.[40] It is later revealed that Ultron is actually in the future and has been using Vision as a conduit to punish humanity.[41] While one strike team travels into the future to fight Ultron, Wolverine[image: External link] and the Invisible Woman[image: External link] go back in time to kill Pym before Ultron's creation in the first place.[42] This results in a world where Tony Stark controls an army of robotic drones and Morgan le Fay[image: External link] has conquered half of the world.[43] Traveling back in time once more, Wolverine succeeds in stopping himself from killing Pym, and Wolverine, Pym and Susan Storm come up with a different plan. This plan results in a different outcome of the prior confrontation between the Avengers and the Intelligencia - a 'back door' installed into Ultron at his original creation allows Hank and Iron Man to destroy the robot, instead, averting the events that led to the "Age of Ultron".[44]

It is later revealed that years earlier, the Avengers had trapped an unidentified iteration of Ultron in deep space after sealing him inside a Vibranium Quinjet[image: External link]. In the present, the Quinjet crash lands on Titan[image: External link], freeing Ultron. By hijacking the ISAAC[image: External link] computer, he transforms Titan into Planet Ultron, and launches a plan to infect the entire universe with a nanite[image: External link] virus that transforms organic creatures into Ultron Sentries. The ensuing confrontation with the Avengers leads to Ultron inadvertently merging with Hank Pym, transforming them into a human/machine hybrid, the resulting creation playing on Hank's self-loathing of his own human weakness to cause him to accept his new state. He is defeated when Starfox[image: External link]'s powers force Ultron to love himself, causing the part of Ultron that is now Hank to accept his old weakness and flaws while the villain has a mental breakdown and flees into space.[45]

As part of the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link] branding, Hank Pym/Ultron resurfaced. While on his way back to Earth, Pym helped the crew of a spaceship that was being attacked by a hostile insectoid alien. After coming aboard the spaceship, Hank introduced himself as well as his "friend" Ultron to the crew.[46] He later returns to Earth, where the Wasp and Captain America discover that Ultron has taken complete control and is using Pym's face to fool his maker's old friends.[47] After Ultron incapacitates Deadpool[image: External link], Cable[image: External link], and the Human Torch[image: External link], Wasp initiates the Icarus Protocol and Iron Man is called in to help stop Ultron with the aid of the Hulkbuster Armor.[48] The Avengers end up defeating Ultron by plunging the hybrid into the sun, but both Hank and Ultron survive and continue to do battle with one another internally.[49]

During the Secret Empire[image: External link] storyline, Ultron/Hank Pym had set up a base in a unidentified forest. Upon being alerted by the approach of Sam Wilson's task force by a robot version of Edwin Jarvis, Ultron/Hank Pym decides to give his "family" a warm welcome.[50] When Tony Stark A.I.'s team and Captain America's team confront each other, they are captured by Ultron/Hank Pym who forces both teams to sit at a dinner table. Ultron/Hank Pym argues that he is doing this because the Avengers have become less of a family over the years as so many of them jump to obey Captain America or Iron Man despite past experience confirming that this should be a bad idea, but the Tony Stark A.I. counters that the only reason the team failed as a family was because of Hank Pym's attack on Wasp. Outraged, Ultron/Hank Pym nearly attacks the other heroes, but Scott Lang[image: External link] is able to talk him down by arguing that Hank Pym remains his own inspiration. Ultron/Hank Pym allows the Tony Stark A.I.'s team to leave with the fragment, arguing that he will leave Captain America's plans with Hydra alone as it appears to be the best chance for world peace.[51]

During the Infinity Countdown Ultron discover that the Infinity Stones were restored and began a quest to collect them all.[52] He goes to claim the Soul Gem while the aliens he infected with his virus are sent to Earth to take the Space Stone from Wolverine, and while they failed at their task, Ultron was able to steal the Soul Gem from Magus after ruthlessly killing him. Unbeknownst to Ultron, however, as he claimed the Soul Stone the fragment that is of Hank Pym's soul entered the Soul World where he is greeted by the fragment of Gamora's soul, who revealed that he was going to be trapped there forever.[53]
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 Powers and abilities




The visual appearance and powers of the character have varied, but common powers include superhuman levels of strength, speed, stamina, durability, and reflexes; flight at subsonic speeds; and various offensive weapons such as concussive blasts of energy fired from its optical sensors or hands and an "encephalo-ray", which places victims into a deathlike coma. The latter ray also allows Ultron to mesmerize and mind-control victims, or implant subliminal hypnotic commands within their minds to be enacted at a later time. Ultron also has the ability to convert electromagnetic radiation into electrical energy for use or storage. Ultron has a genius intellect, a capacity for creative intelligence and self-repair, superhuman cybernetic analytical capabilities, and the ability to process information and make calculations with superhuman speed and accuracy. The character is an expert roboticist and strategist.

Ultron's outer armor is usually composed primarily of adamantium, which is almost completely impervious to damage (the first use of the term "adamantium" in Marvel Comics was made in reference to Ultron in Avengers #66, published in July 1969). Most Ultron units are powered by a small internal nuclear furnace and incorporate a "program transmitter" which can beam part or all of Ultron's memory/personality system into other computer systems or duplicate robotic bodies. Ultron can also control other machines remotely. Ultron has occasionally reformed itself with a humanoid appearance above the waist and the appearance of a complex machine, including tractor beam apparatus for flight, below the waist. A later Ultron model developed hive-mind technology, allowing it to animate and control hundreds of other Ultron bodies simultaneously,[54] although only the 'prime' Ultron was composed of adamantium while others were made of steel or secondary adamantium due to the lack of resources to give all the Ultrons adamantium bodies.[55] Ultron also uses an internal molecular rearranger that renders the adamantium components of its workings more malleable and so has the ability to restructure its physical form. What circuitry Ultron has is carefully shielded to protect from damage, although the Scarlet Witch is capable of causing malfunctions with her hex power,[56] Johnny Storm[image: External link], using his nova burst, managed to damage Ultron's internal circuits while its outer armor remained intact,[57] and Wonder Man[image: External link] was once able to destroy an Ultron by throwing it so hard its internal systems were damaged.[18]
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 Other versions
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 The Last Avengers Story




The 1995 limited series The Last Avengers Story[image: External link] features a possible future in which Ultron-59 manipulates fellow Avengers foe Kang the Conqueror[image: External link] into attacking the Avengers. Ultron is destroyed by the Vision, sacrificing his own artificial life.[58]
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 Death of The Invisible Woman




The Fantastic Four[image: External link] storyline "Death of The Invisible Woman" features an advanced humanoid called Alex Ultron, a member of the futuristic The Last Defenders.[59]
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 Marvel Adventures




In the Marvel Adventures[image: External link] alternate universe[image: External link], Ultron is a highly-intelligent "neural network" that controls a section of the United States defense forces.[60]
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 Old Man Logan




In Mark Millar and Steve McNiven[image: External link]'s 2008-2009 "Old Man Logan[image: External link]" story arc that appeared in Wolverine[image: External link], Ultron Eight is the husband of Spider-Man's youngest daughter (Ashley Barton[image: External link]).[61]
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 Earth-10943




In the first arc of the fourth Avengers series, Kang wages a war with Ultron in the not-too-distant future which causes the disruption of all time. The cause of the disruption is apparently Kang's recruiting of army after army from the timelines to battle Ultron - all to no avail: Ultron is supreme in this particular future.[62]
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 MC2




The title Avengers Next[image: External link], set in the alternate universe known as MC2, features an upgraded version of Ultron named Ultron Extreme.[63]
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 Earth-110




In the Earth-110 reality, Ultron assisted Doctor Doom[image: External link], Hulk, Magneto[image: External link], Namor[image: External link], and the Red Skull in taking over Manhattan[image: External link].[64]
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 Ultimate




The Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] version of the character is initially depicted as the Ultron Sentries, a group of robots created by Hank Pym[image: External link] alongside the partner robot Vision II. Although both robots were rejected by Nick Fury[image: External link], the Ultron Sentries were used helping the Ultimates[image: External link] fight against the Liberators.[65] However, one unit develops an independent mind and emotions as a result of a chance encounter with the Scarlet Witch.[66] This unit appears as Yellowjacket[image: External link] and is in part responsible for Scarlet Witch's murder. Motivated by jealousy after having fallen in love, Yellowjacket's person of romance had feelings[image: External link] only for Quicksilver. Despite being the creator of android duplicates of Ultimates, Yellowjacket/Ultron is ultimately destroyed by its maker.[67]
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 Age of Ultron




The 2013 crossover Age of Ultron[image: External link] storyline,[68] involves a post-apocalyptic future in which Ultron has taken over the world and exterminated most of the world's superheroes.[69] After Wolverine and the Invisible Woman try to avert this timeline by killing Hank Pym before Ultron's creation,[70] the resulting worse future prompts Wolverine to go back again and stop his past self killing Pym, instead suggesting that Pym implant a command code in Ultron that will allow Pym to shut the robot down when he reaches a certain level of development.[71]
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 Original Sin




In the 2014 Original Sin[image: External link] storyline, the Time Gem[image: External link] transports the Avengers to a future where Ultron has conquered the world and created his own team of robotic Avengers to police the remaining human population.[72] This timeline is later revisited when someone posing as Doctor Doom uses his time machine to assemble a team of Avengers from across history to help liberate the planet from Ultron's rule,[73] culminating in the temporally-displaced Avengers defeating Ultron and convincing Doom–in reality a Doombot that worked with the Avengers A.I.[image: External link] team–to bring peace to the world by seeking his own path rather than blindly following Doom's example.[74]
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 Secret Wars (2015)




During the 2015 Secret Wars[image: External link] crossover event, the southern part of Battleworld is a wasteland uncontrolled by a baron called the Wastelands. The wastelands are controlled by three ruling factions: Annihilation[image: External link] and his insect swarm, Marvel Zombies[image: External link], and Ultron, who calls his realm "Perfection". When not battling among themselves the factions assault a great wall made out of Ben Grimm called SHEILD, manned by those banished from Battleworld, called Hel-Rangers. Eventually the three factions unit the powers and overrun the wall.[75][76][77]
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 Television





	Ultron appeared in The Avengers: United They Stand[image: External link], voiced by John Stocker[image: External link].

	Ultron appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link].

	Ultron appears in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link], with Tom Kane[image: External link] reprising his role from Next Avengers: Heroes of Tomorrow as Ultron-5 and Ultron-6,[78] while the Ultron Sentries are voiced by Wally Wingert[image: External link].[79]


	Ultron appears in Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron appears in the Avengers Assemble[image: External link] animated series,[80] voiced primarily by Jim Meskimen[image: External link] (android vessel[image: External link] in season two and humanoid[image: External link] form[image: External link] in Avengers: Ultron Revolution),[81][82] and briefly by Fred Tatasciore[image: External link] (spectral form[image: External link] in season two),[83] alongside being voiced by David Kaye[image: External link] ( technological[image: External link] resources[image: External link] in season two),[84] and by William Salyers[image: External link] ("Truman Marsh[image: External link]" in Avengers: Ultron Revolution).[85]


	Ultron appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Avengers Reassembled[image: External link], voiced again by Jim Meskimen[image: External link].[86]
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 Film





	Ultron appears in the direct-to-video[image: External link] animated film Next Avengers: Heroes of Tomorrow[image: External link], voiced by Tom Kane[image: External link].

	
James Spader[image: External link] plays Ultron through performance capture[image: External link] in the 2015 Marvel Studios film Avengers: Age of Ultron.[2][87][88][89]
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	Ultron appeared in the arcade game[image: External link] Captain America and the Avengers[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron appeared as a boss in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], voiced by James Horan[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron appears as a villain character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Tom Kenny[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron is featured as a boss in Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron is featured as a boss and playable character in Marvel: Contest of Champions[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Both the original version and the Avengers: Age of Ultron version can be seen.[citation needed[image: External link]] Ultron Sentries also appear as non-playable characters.

	Ultron appears as a boss and playable character in Marvel Heroes[image: External link],[90] with Tom Kane[image: External link] reprising his role from Next Avengers: Heroes of Tomorrow and The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ultron appears as a boss and playable character in Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Both the original iteration and the Avengers: Age of Ultron iteration appears as an outfit change.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The Avengers: Age of Ultron iteration of Ultron is featured as a playable character and figurine in Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link], voiced again by Jim Meskimen[image: External link].[91]


	The Avengers: Age of Ultron iteration of Ultron appears as the final boss and a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers.[citation needed[image: External link]] Ultron Sentries also appear as playable characters.

	Ultron appears as a playable character in Marvel vs. Capcom: Infinite[image: External link], once again voiced by Jim Meskimen[image: External link].[92] Ultron also appears in the game's story mode, using the Infinity Stones[image: External link] of Space and Reality to merge with Sigma[image: External link] from Mega Man X[image: External link] as "Ultron Sigma[image: External link]".[93] Their plan is to convert all organic life into their slaves using an improved Sigma virus.
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 Reception




Ultron was ranked number 23 by IGN's Top 100 Comic Book Villains list,[94] was listed number 189 in Wizard's[image: External link] Top 200 Greatest Villains Ever list,[95] and was ranked as the 189th Greatest Comic Book Character Ever in Wizard's list of the 200 Greatest Comic Book Characters of All Time.[96]
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Black Widow (Natasha Romanova)






For other Marvel Comics characters of the same name, see Black Widow (Marvel Comics)[image: External link].

Natalia Alianovna Romanova,[1] ( Russian[image: External link]: Наталья Альяновна "Наташа" Романова; alias[image: External link]: Natasha Romanoff; Russian: Наташа Романофф; colloquial[image: External link]: Black Widow ( Russian[image: External link]: Чёрная Вдова; transliterated[image: External link] Chyornaya Vdova) is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Created by editor and plotter Stan Lee, scripter Don Rico[image: External link], and artist Don Heck[image: External link], the character debuted in Tales of Suspense #52 (April 1964). The character was introduced as a Russian[image: External link] spy[image: External link], an antagonist of the superhero Iron Man. She later defected[image: External link] to the United States, becoming an agent of the fictional spy agency S.H.I.E.L.D., and a member of the superhero team the Avengers.

Scarlett Johansson portrayed the character in the films Iron Man 2 (2010), The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016), Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and the Untitled Avengers film (2019) as a part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe franchise.
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The Black Widow's first appearances were as a recurring, non-costumed, Russian[image: External link]- spy[image: External link] antagonist in the feature "Iron Man", beginning in Tales of Suspense #52 (April 1964). Five issues later, she recruits the besotted costumed archer and later superhero Hawkeye to her cause. Her government later supplies her with her first Black Widow costume and high-tech weaponry, but she eventually defects to the United States after appearing, temporarily brainwashed against the U.S., in the superhero-team series The Avengers[image: External link] #29 (July 1966). The Widow later becomes a recurring ally of the team before officially becoming its sixteenth member many years later.

The Black Widow was visually updated in 1970: The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #86 (July 1970) reintroduced her with shoulder-length red hair (instead of her former short black hair), a skintight black costume, and wristbands which fired spider threads. This would become the appearance most commonly associated with the character.[2]

In short order, The Black Widow starred in her own series in Amazing Adventures[image: External link] #1–8 (Aug. 1970–Sept. 1971), sharing that split book with the feature Inhumans[image: External link]. The Black Widow feature was dropped after only eight issues (the Inhumans feature followed soon, ending with issue 10).[2]

Immediately after her initial solo feature ended, the Black Widow co-starred in Daredevil[image: External link] #81–124 (Nov. 1971–Aug. 1975), of which #93-108 were cover titled Daredevil and the Black Widow. Daredevil writer Gerry Conway[image: External link] recounted, "It was my idea to team up Daredevil and the Black Widow, mainly because I was a fan of Natasha, and thought she and Daredevil would have interesting chemistry."[2] Succeeding writers, however, felt that Daredevil worked better as a solo hero, and gradually wrote the Black Widow out of the series.[2] She was immediately recast into the super-team series The Champions[image: External link] as the leader of the titular superhero group, which ran for 17 issues (Oct. 1975–Jan. 1978).[3]

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the Black Widow appeared frequently as both an Avengers member and a freelance agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. She starred in a serialized feature within the omnibus comic-book series Marvel Fanfare[image: External link] #10–13 (Aug. 1983–March 1984), written by George Pérez[image: External link] and Ralph Macchio[image: External link], with art by penciller[image: External link] Perez. These stories were later collected in the oversized one-shot[image: External link] Black Widow: Web of Intrigue #1 (June 1999).

The Widow guest-starred in issues of Solo Avengers, Force Works[image: External link], Iron Man, Marvel Team-Up[image: External link], and other comics. She had made frequent guest appearances in Daredevil since the late 1970s.

She starred in a three-issue arc, "The Fire Next Time", by writer Scott Lobdell[image: External link] and penciller Randy Green, in Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #517–519 (Feb.–April 1998).

A new ongoing Black Widow comic title debuted in April 2010. The first story arc was written by Marjorie Liu[image: External link] with art by Daniel Acuna[image: External link].[4] Beginning with issue #6 (Sept. 2010), the title was written by Duane Swierczynski[image: External link], with artwork by Manuel Garcia and Lorenzo Ruggiero.

Black Widow appeared as a regular character throughout the 2010–2013 Secret Avengers[image: External link] series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through its final issue #37 (March 2013).

Black Widow appears in the 2013 Secret Avengers series by Nick Spencer[image: External link] and Luke Ross[image: External link].[5]

Black Widow appears in a relaunched ongoing series by writer Nathan Edmondson[image: External link] and artist Phil Noto[image: External link]. The first issue debuted in January 2014.[6]

In October 2015, it was announced that Mark Waid and Chris Samnee would be launching a new Black Widow series for 2016 as part of Marvel's post-Secret Wars[image: External link] relaunch.[7] The first issue was released in March 2016.[8]
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 Limited series and specials




Aside from the arcs in Marvel Fanfare and Journey into Mystery, the Black Widow has starred in four limited series[image: External link] and four graphic novels[image: External link].

The three-issue Black Widow (June - Aug. 1999), under the Marvel Knights[image: External link] imprint, starred Romanova and fully introduced her appointed successor, Captain Yelena Belova[image: External link], who had briefly appeared in an issue of the 1999 series Inhumans[image: External link]. The writer for the story arc, "The Itsy-Bitsy Spider" was Devin K. Grayson[image: External link] while J. G. Jones[image: External link] was the artist. The next three-issue, Marvel Knights mini-series, also titled Black Widow (Jan. - March 2001) featured both Black Widows in the story arc "Breakdown", by writers Devin Grayson and Greg Rucka[image: External link] with painted art by Scott Hampton[image: External link].

Romanova next starred in another solo miniseries titled Black Widow: Homecoming (Nov. 2004 - April 2005), also under the Marvel Knights imprint and written by science fiction novelist[image: External link] Richard K. Morgan[image: External link], with art initially by Bill Sienkiewicz[image: External link] and later by Sienkiewicz over Goran Parlov layouts. A six-issue sequel, Black Widow: The Things They Say About Her (Nov. 2005–April 2006; officially Black Widow 2: The Things They Say About Her in the series' postal[image: External link] indicia[image: External link]), by writer Morgan, penciller Sean Phillips[image: External link], and inker Sienkiewicz, picks up immediately where the previous miniseries left off, continuing the story using many of the same characters.[citation needed[image: External link]]

She starred in the solo graphic novel Black Widow: The Coldest War (April 1990), and co-starred in three more: Punisher[image: External link]/Black Widow: Spinning Doomsday's Web (Dec. 1992); Daredevil/Black Widow: Abattoir (July 1993); and Fury/Black Widow: Death Duty[image: External link] (June 1995), also co-starring Marvel UK[image: External link]'s Night Raven[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Black Widow is also featured in the short story Love Is Blindness in I Heart Marvel: Marvel Ai (2006) #1 (April 2006), where she instigates a humorous fight with Elektra[image: External link] over Daredevil's affections. The comic is stylized to look like Japanese animation and uses images, not words, inside the speech and thought bubbles to convey what the characters are saying/thinking.

In 2010, the year in which the character, called only Natasha Romanoff, made her film debut in Iron Man 2, the Black Widow received two separate miniseries. Black Widow and the Marvel Girls was an all-ages, four-issue series that chronicled her adventures with various women of the Marvel Universe, including Storm[image: External link], She-Hulk[image: External link], the Enchantress[image: External link], and Spider-Woman[image: External link]. It was written by Paul Tobin, with art by Salvador Espin and Takeshi Miyazawa[image: External link]. The second four-issue miniseries, Black Widow: Deadly Origin, was written by Paul Cornell[image: External link], and featured art by Tom Raney[image: External link] and John Paul Leon[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early life




Natasha was born in Stalingrad[image: External link] (now Volgograd), Russia[image: External link]. The first and best-known Black Widow is a Russian[image: External link] agent trained as a spy, martial artist, and sniper, and outfitted with an arsenal of high-tech weaponry, including a pair of wrist-mounted energy weapons dubbed her "Widow's Bite". She wears no costume during her first few appearances but simply evening wear[image: External link] and a veil. Romanova eventually defects to the U.S. for reasons that include her love for the reluctant-criminal turned superhero archer, Hawkeye.

First hints to Natasha Romanova's childhood come by Ivan Petrovich, who is introduced as her middle-aged chauffeur and confidant in the Black Widow's 1970s Amazing Adventures[image: External link]. The man tells Matt Murdock[image: External link] how he had been given custody of little Natasha by a woman just before her death during the Battle of Stalingrad[image: External link] in autumn 1942. He had consequently felt committed to raise the orphan as a surrogate father and she had eventually trained as a Soviet[image: External link] spy, being eager to help her homeland.[9] In another flashback[image: External link], set in the fictional island of Madripoor[image: External link] in 1941, Petrovich helps Captain America and the mutant[image: External link] Logan, who would later become the Canadian[image: External link] super-agent and costumed hero Wolverine[image: External link], to rescue Natasha from Nazis[image: External link].[10]

A revised, retconned[image: External link] origin establishes her as being raised from very early childhood by the U.S.S.R.'s "Black Widow Ops" program, rather than solely by Ivan Petrovitch.[11] Petrovitch had taken her to Department X, with other young female orphans, where she was brainwashed[image: External link], and trained in combat and espionage at the covert "Red Room[image: External link]" facility. There, she is biotechnologically and psycho-technologically enhanced—an accounting that provides a rationale for her unusually long and youthful lifespan. During that time she had some training under Winter Soldier, and the pair even had a short romance.[12] Each Black Widow is deployed with false memories to help ensure her loyalty. Romanova eventually discovers this, including the fact that she had never, as she had believed, been a ballerina[image: External link]. She further discovers that the Red Room is still active as "2R".

Natasha was arranged by the KGB to marry the renowned Soviet test pilot Alexei Shostakov[image: External link]. However, when the Soviet government decided to make Alexei into their new operative, the Red Guardian, he is told that he can have no further contact with his wife. Natasha is told that he had died and is trained as a secret agent separately.
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 The Avengers




Romanova grew up to serve as a femme fatale. She was assigned to assist Boris Turgenov[image: External link] in the assassination of Professor Anton Vanko[image: External link] for defecting from the Soviet Union, which served as her first mission in the United States. Natasha and Turgenov infiltrated Stark Industries[image: External link] as part of the plan.[13] She attempted to manipulate information from American defense contractor[image: External link] Tony Stark, and inevitably confronted his superhero alter ego, Iron Man. The pair then battled Iron Man, and Turgenov steals and wears the Crimson Dynamo suit. Vanko sacrificed himself to save Iron Man, killing Turgenov in the process, using an unstable experimental laser light pistol.[14] Romanova later meets the criminal archer Hawkeye and sets him against Iron Man,[15] and later helped Hawkeye battle Iron Man.[16]

Natasha once more attempted to get Hawkeye to help her destroy Iron Man. The pair almost succeeded, but when Black Widow was injured, Hawkeye retreated to get her to safety.[17] During this period, Romanova was attempting to defect from the Soviet Union and began falling in love with Hawkeye, weakening her loyalty to her country. When her employers learned the truth, the KGB[image: External link] had her gunned down, sending her to a hospital, convincing Hawkeye to go straight and seek membership in the Avengers.[18][19]

The Red Room kidnaps and brainwashes[image: External link] her again, and with the Swordsman[image: External link] and the first Power Man[image: External link], she battles the Avengers.[20] She eventually breaks free from her psychological conditioning (with the help of Hawkeye), and does successfully defect, having further adventures with Spider-Man, with Hawkeye and with Daredevil.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She ultimately joins the Avengers as a costumed heroine herself.[21]
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 S.H.I.E.L.D. and Daredevil




Later still, she begins freelancing as an agent of the international espionage group S.H.I.E.L.D. She is sent on a secret S.H.I.E.L.D. mission to China by Nick Fury. There, with the Avengers, she battles Col. Ling, Gen. Brushov, and her ex-husband the Red Guardian[image: External link].[22] For a time, as writer Les Daniels[image: External link] noted in a contemporaneous study in 1971,

During her romantic involvement with Matt Murdock in San Francisco, she operates as an independent superhero alongside Murdock's alter ego, Daredevil[image: External link].[24] There she tries unsuccessfully to find a new career for herself as a fashion designer. Eventually, her relationship with Murdock stagnates, and after briefly working with Avengers finally breaks up with Murdock, fearing that playing " sidekick[image: External link]" is sublimating her identity.[25] During a HYDRA attempt to take over S.H.I.E.L.D., she is tortured to such an extent that she regresses back to an old cover identity of schoolteacher Nancy Rushman, but she is recovered by Spider-Man[image: External link] in time to help Nick Fury and Shang-Chi[image: External link] work out what had happened and restore her memory, with "Nancy" developing an attraction to Spider-Man before her memory is restored during the final fight against Madam Viper, Boomerang[image: External link] and the Silver Samurai[image: External link].[26] She later returns to Matt Murdock's life to find he is romantically involved with another woman, Heather Glenn,[27] prompting her to leave New York.[28] Natasha ultimately realizes that Matt still only thinks of her in platonic terms, and elects to restrain herself from any advances.[29]
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 The Champions




After their breakup, the Widow moves to Los Angeles and becomes leader of the newly created and short-lived super team known as The Champions, consisting of her, Ghost Rider[image: External link] (Johnny Blaze), Hercules[image: External link] (with whom she has a brief romance), and former X-Men[image: External link] Angel[image: External link] and Iceman[image: External link].[30]

Her friends often call her "Natasha", the informal version of "Natalia". She has sometimes chosen the last-name alias "Romanoff"—evidently as a private joke on those who are not aware that Russian family names use different endings for males and females[image: External link]. She has been hinted to be a descendant of the deposed House of Romanov[image: External link] and a relation to Nicholas II of Russia[image: External link].
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 21st century




Natasha crosses Daredevil's (Matt Murdock) path again when he attempts to slay an infant he believes to be the Anti-Christ while under the influence of mind-altering drugs. After Daredevil's one-time love, Karen Page[image: External link], dies protecting the child, Natasha reconciles with Murdock, revealing she still loves him, but noting that he is too full of anger to commit to a relationship with her.[31]

Natasha is challenged by Yelena Belova, a graduate from the training program through which Natasha herself was taught the espionage trade, who is the first to ever surpass Natasha's marks and considers herself the rightful successor to the "Black Widow" mantle.[32] Natasha refers to her as "little one" and "rooskaya (meaning "Russian"), and encourages her to discover her individuality rather than live in blind service, asking her "why be Black Widow, when you can be Yelena Belova?"[33] After several confrontations, Natasha subjects Yelena to intense psychological manipulation[image: External link] and suffering in order to teach her the reality of the espionage business, and an angry but disillusioned Yelena eventually returns home and temporarily quits being a spy. Although Matt Murdock is appalled by the cruelty of Natasha's treatment of Yelena, Nick Fury describes the action as Natasha's attempt at saving Yelena's life.[34] After bringing the Avengers and the Thunderbolts together to overcome Count Nefaria, Natasha supported Daredevil's short-lived efforts to form a new super-team to capture the Punisher[image: External link], originally believed to be Nick Fury's murderer.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Despite recruitment endeavors, however, this vigilante group folded shortly after she and her teammate Dagger fought an army of renegade S.H.I.E.L.D. androids; ironically, she soon afterward worked with both Daredevil and Punisher against the European crime syndicate managed by the Brothers Grace.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Months later, her pursuit of war criminal Anatoly Krylenko led to a clash with Hawkeye, whose pessimism regarding heroic activities now rivaled her own.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Shortly after the Scarlet Witch's insanity seemingly killed Hawkeye, and again disbanded the Avengers, Natasha, weary of espionage and adventure, travelled to Arizona but was targeted. Natasha discovers that other women had been trained in the Black Widow Program, and all are now being hunted down and killed[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] by the North Institute on behalf of the corporation Gynacon.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Natasha's investigations led her back to Russia, where she was appalled to learn the previously unimagined extent of her past manipulation, and she discovered the Widows were being hunted because Gynacon, having purchased Russian biotechnology from Red Room's successor agency 2R, wanted all prior users of the technology dead. Natasha finds and kills the mastermind of the Black Widow murders: Ian McMasters, Gynacon's aging CEO, who intended to use part of their genetic structure to create a new chemical weapon.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] After killing McMasters, she clashed with operatives of multiple governments to help Sally Anne Carter, a girl Natasha had befriended in her investigations, whom she rescued with help from Daredevil and Yelena Belova.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She soon returned the favor for Daredevil by reluctantly working with Elektra Natchios to protect his new wife, Milla Donovan, from the FBI and others, although Yelena proved beyond help when she agreed to be transformed into the new Super-Adaptoid by A.I.M. and HYDRA[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During the Superhero Civil War, Natasha becomes a supporter of the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] and a member of the taskforce led by Iron Man.[35] Afterward, the registered Natasha joins the reconstituted Avengers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury is presumed killed,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] and deputy director Maria Hill[image: External link] incapacitated,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] so Natasha assumes temporary command of S.H.I.E.L.D. as the highest-ranking agent present.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Later, Tony Stark assigns Natasha to convey the late Captain America's shield to a secure location, but is intercepted by her former lover, Bucky Barnes, the Winter Soldier, who steals the shield. Natasha and the Falcon then rescue Barnes from the Red Skull's minions, and bring him to the S.H.I.E.L.D. Helicarrier[image: External link], where Stark convinces Bucky to become the new Captain America. Afterward, Natasha accompanies Bucky as his partner for a brief time until she is called back by S.H.I.E.L.D.[36] She later rejoins him and Falcon for the final confrontation with the Red Skull, helping to rescue Sharon Carter. She and Bucky have restarted their relationship.[37] She later plays an important role in the capture of Hercules[image: External link]. However, due to her respect of the Greek god, she let him go.[38] Soon Natasha, along with the rest of the Avengers, gets involved in the current Skrull[image: External link] invasion.[39] Afterwards, she stayed as Bucky's partner.[40] She also assists former director Maria Hill in delivering a special form of data to Bucky.[41]

Norman Osborn[image: External link] discovered Yelena Belova[image: External link] breaking into an abandoned S.H.I.E.L.D. facility, and offered her the position of field leader of the new Thunderbolts[image: External link]. On her first mission, she and Ant-Man take control of Air Force One[image: External link] with the Goblin, Doc Samson[image: External link], and the new President[image: External link] aboard.[42] It was suggested she faked her apparent death (as the Adaptoid) but it is never explained how.

A conversation with the Ghost[image: External link] implies that Yelena is working as a mole for someone else and that she may even be someone else disguised as Yelena. She is later seen talking privately through a comm-link to Nick Fury.[43]

Osborn orders Yelena to lead the current Thunderbolts to kill former Thunderbolt, Songbird[image: External link]. Fury orders "Yelena" to rescue and retrieve Songbird, for the information she might possess about Osborn and his operations. Yelena finds Songbird, and reveals to her that she was really Natasha Romanova in disguise.[44] She tries delivering Songbird to Fury, but the Thunderbolts have also followed them.[45] The trio are captured as Osborn reveals he had been impersonating Fury in messages all along to set Natasha up in order to strengthen the Thunderbolts and lead him to Fury. She and Songbird are brought to be executed but manage to escape when Ant-Man, Headsmen and Paladin turn on the rest of the Thunderbolts and let them go.[46]
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 Heroic Age




At the start of the Heroic Age[image: External link], Natasha is recruited by Steve Rogers into a new black-ops wing of the Avengers, dubbed the Secret Avengers[image: External link]. She travels to Dubai[image: External link] with her new teammate, Valkyrie[image: External link], where they steal a dangerous artifact which the Beast then studies, noting that it seems like a distant cousin of the Serpent Crown[image: External link].[47] In the story "Coppelia", she encounters a teenage clone of herself, code named "Tiny Dancer", whom she rescued from an arms dealer.[48]
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 Fear Itself




During the Fear Itself[image: External link] storyline, Black Widow and Peregrine[image: External link] are sent on a mission to free hostages being held in a Marseille[image: External link] cathedral by Rapido[image: External link]. He and a group of mercenaries are trying to exploit the panic over the events in Paris to steal France's nuclear arsenal.[49]
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 Ends of the Earth




During the Ends of the Earth[image: External link] storyline, involving one of Doctor Octopus[image: External link]' schemes, Natasha is one of only three heroes left standing after the Sinister Six[image: External link] defeat the Avengers,[50] joining Silver Sable[image: External link] and Spider-Man to track the Six (albeit because she was closest to Sable's cloaked ship after the Avengers were defeated rather than for her prowess).[51] She is later contacted by the Titanium Man[image: External link] to warn her and her allies about Doctor Octopus' attempt to rally other villains against Spider-Man.[52] She is knocked out along with Hawkeye by Iron Man during a battle against the Avengers when they were temporarily under Octavius' remote control.[53]

During the incursion event between Earth-616 and Earth-1610[image: External link], Natasha is involved in the final battle between the Marvel Universe's superheroes and the Ultimate Universe's Children of Tomorrow. She pilots a ship holding a handpicked few to restart humanity after the universe ends, copiloted by Jessica Drew[image: External link]. Her ship is shot down during the battle though, and she is killed in the ensuing explosion.[54]

As the evacuation of Earth-616 begins in light of the fact that Earth-1610 is about to come crashing down as part of the "Last Days" storyline, Black Widow is seen standing atop a building with Captain America who gives her a list of people to save and bring aboard the lifeboat. As she tells Sam she can't save them all, Sam explains it's Natasha's job to assist in the effort to save as many people as possible before Earth as they know it is destroyed. As she leaves, her mind transitions to Cold War[image: External link] Russia, where a young Natasha (here called Natalia) speaks with two Russian functionaries in the infamous "Red Room". She is given her first mission: travel to Cuba and locate a family called the Comienzas, who are at risk from Raúl Castro[image: External link]'s regime and who may have information of vital importance to Russia. She is told to rendezvous with another agent, her classmate Marina, and befriend the family under the guise of a Russian businesswoman. Natasha assures them of her competency and leaves. When one of the officers questions her youth, the other assures him, “she's a killer. She will not disappoint.” Natasha meets Marina in Cuba and the two friends catch up before meeting with the Comienzas that night at a local bar. Using her talent for deception, she casually and politely convinces the husband and wife that she's seeking inside information to help her import various goods into the country. The Comienzas explain they can't reveal said information, prompting Natasha to later explain to Marina that the family might need “a little push”. Not too soon she effectively began terrorizing the family into desperation. First, she plants an American flag on their doorstep to mimic someone accusing them of defecting to the United States. Later after meeting with one of the Russian officers from the Red Room to report her progress, she detonated a car bomb outside their home when the first attempt didn't make them "nearly desperate enough". Following the car bomb explosion, Natasha declares the family is indeed desperate enough to reproach for information. Before letting Natasha go, the officer announces she has one additional task before her mission is over: Marina has become too much enamored with her civilian guise, and is now a security risk. Natasha will have to eliminate her.[55] Flipping to the present, Black Widow is saving as many people as she can, but she quickly flashback to Havana. Natasha and her then Red Room partner Marina are trying to help a family defect. Natasha’s orders are simple. Kill the parents and make it public. When Natasha asks if she should kill the child too, her boss looks horrified that she would be so OK with that and tells her no. Having no problem following orders she sets up a meet and using a sniper rifle she takes out the pair without blinking. Next she shoots Marina’s boyfriend then Marina herself. Next she shoots Marina’s cat. Flipping back to the present, Black Widow is back saving people from the incursion as the reason that triggered Natasha's flashback is revealed....a man she saved is holding his cat. This dark, heartless side of the Black Widow shows why she is trying so hard to do good today.[56]

During the Secret Empire[image: External link] storyline, Black Widow appears as a member of the underground resistance at the time when most of the United States has been taken over by Hydra and Captain America who was brainwashed by Red Skull's clone using the powers of the sentient Cosmic Cube[image: External link] Kobik[image: External link] into believing that he was a Hydra sleeper agent.[57] While Hawkeye assembles a strike force of Hercules and Quicksilver to find the Cosmic Cube fragments, Black Widow sets off to kill Rogers herself reasoning that even if Rick's theory is true, the man Rogers was would prefer to die than be used in this manner. She finds herself followed by the Champions[image: External link] as she establishes her version of the Red Room.[58] While preparing to shoot Captain America with a sniper rifle, she rushes to prevent Miles Morales[image: External link] from killing him as predicted by Ulysses[image: External link],[59] and is struck by his shield, breaking her neck and killing her.[60] Despite the return of the real Steve Rogers and the downfall of Hydra, Natasha's death along with other casualties besides Rick Jones and Phil Coulson remains.[61] However, while observing a dictator who recently rose to power due to his support of Hydra, Bucky witnesses the man being assassinated in such a manner that he believes only Natasha could have pulled off the kill, and believes he sees the Black Widow depart from her chosen vantage point.[62]
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 Powers and abilities




The Black Widow is a world class athlete, gymnast, acrobat, aerialist capable of numerous complex maneuvers and feats, expert martial artist (including Karate[image: External link], Judo[image: External link], Jujutsu[image: External link], Boxing[image: External link], Aikido[image: External link], Savate[image: External link],[63] Ninjutsu[image: External link],[64] various styles of Kung Fu[image: External link] and Kenpo[image: External link]), marksman[image: External link] and weapons specialist as well as having extensive espionage training.[65] She is also an accomplished ballerina[image: External link].

The Black Widow has been enhanced by biotechnology that makes her body resistant to aging and disease and heals at an above human rate;[66] as well as psychological conditioning that suppresses her memory of true events as opposed to implanted ones of the past without the aid of specially designed system suppressant drugs.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The white blood cells[image: External link] in her body are efficient enough to fight off any microbe, foreign body and others from her body, keeping her healthy and immune to most, if not all infections, diseases and disorders.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Her agility is greater than that of an Olympic gold medalist. She can coordinate her body with balance, flexibility, and dexterity easily.[67]

Romanova has a gifted intellect.[68] She displays an uncanny affinity for psychological manipulation[image: External link] and can mask her real emotions perfectly. Like Steve Rogers, she possesses the ability to quickly process multiple information streams (such as threat assessment[image: External link]) and rapidly respond to changing tactical situations.[68]

Romanova is an expert tactician. She is a very effective strategist, tactician, and field commander. She has led the Avengers and even S.H.I.E.L.D. on one occasion.[68]
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 Equipment




The Black Widow uses a variety of equipment invented by Soviet scientists and technicians, with later improvements by S.H.I.E.L.D. scientists and technicians. She usually wears distinctively shaped bracelets which fire the Widow's Bite electro-static energy blasts that can deliver charges up to 30,000 volts, as well as "Widow's Line" grappling hooks, tear gas pellets, and a new element introduced during her ongoing series during the "Kiss or Kill" arc called the "Widow's Kiss"—an aerosol instant knock-out gas she has modified.[68] She wears a belt of metallic discs; some are disc-charges containing plastic explosives, while others have been shown to be compartments for housing other equipment. Her costume consists of synthetic stretch fabric equipped with micro-suction cups on fingers and feet, enabling her to adhere to walls and ceilings. In the 2006 "Homecoming" mini-series, she was seen using knives, unarmed combat, and various firearms, but she has since begun using her bracelets again.[68] While in disguise as Yelena Belova, when infiltrating the then Osborn-sanctioned Thunderbolts during "Dark Reign", she used a specialized multi-lens goggle/head-carapace that demonstrated various technical abilities enhancing vision and communication.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Later, she has used a modified gun based on her Widow's Bite wrist cartridge, during her adventures alongside the new Captain America.[65]
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 Supporting characters




Main article: List of Black Widow characters[image: External link]
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 Other versions




Main article: Alternative versions of Black Widow[image: External link]
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 In other media
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 Television





	Black Widow was to be paired with Daredevil[image: External link] in a proposed live-action 1975 series created by and starring Angie Bowie[image: External link] as Black Widow with Ben Carruthers[image: External link] as Daredevil. However, the series never got past the development stage as no studio would take on the project.[69]


	Black Widow appeared in the Iron Man portion of The Marvel Super Heroes, voiced by Peg Dixon[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] episode "Deadly is the Black Widow's Bite", voiced by Lena Headey[image: External link].[70]


	Black Widow appeared in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link],[71] voiced by Vanessa Marshall[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears in Iron Man: Armored Adventures[image: External link], voiced by Ashleigh Ball[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears in Avengers Assemble[image: External link], voiced by Laura Bailey[image: External link].[72]


	Black Widow appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Maximum Overload[image: External link], voiced by Laura Bailey[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors[image: External link], with Laura Bailey reprising the role.[73] She appears in the episodes "Avenging Spider-Man, Part 1 and 2" and "Contest of Champions, Part 2".

	Black Widow appears in the anime[image: External link] series, Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link].

	
Agent Carter features Dottie Underwood (Bridget Regan[image: External link]), a 1946 precursor to Black Widow who is an operative of Leviathan[image: External link].[74]


	Black Widow appears in the television special Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Avengers Reassembled[image: External link], voiced again by Laura Bailey.[75]


	Black Widow appears in the Spider-Man[image: External link] episode "Spider-Island" Part 2, voiced again by Laura Bailey.[76]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film





	The Ultimate version of Black Widow appears in the Ultimate Avengers[image: External link] animated direct-to-video[image: External link] movie and its sequel, Ultimate Avengers 2[image: External link], voiced by Olivia d'Abo[image: External link].

	
Scarlett Johansson portrays Natasha Romanoff/Black Widow in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, beginning in 2010.

	
Iron Man 2.[77] Johansson was cast after a scheduling conflict forced Emily Blunt[image: External link] to drop out of the part.[78] On July 16, 2009, Entertainment Weekly released the first publicity images of Johansson as the character.[79]


	Johansson reprised the role in 2012's The Avengers[image: External link][80], 2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier[81], 2015's Avengers: Age of Ultron, 2016's Captain America: Civil War,[82][83][84], and will do so again in 2018's Avengers: Infinity War[85] and its untitled 2019 sequel.[86]

	Feige indicated interest in doing a solo Black Widow film in September 2010,[87] and in February 2014, development work had begun on it,[88] with Jac Schaeffer[image: External link] hired in January 2018 to write the script.[89]










	Black Widow appears in the 2013 direct-to-video anime[image: External link] film Iron Man: Rise of Technovore[image: External link],[90][91] voiced by Clare Grant[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow teams up with The Punisher in the anime film Avengers Confidential: Black Widow & Punisher[image: External link], voiced by Jennifer Carpenter[image: External link].[92]


	In 2004, Lionsgate Entertainment[image: External link] announced that a Black Widow motion picture, featuring the Natasha Romanova version, was in the script stage by screenwriter-director David Hayter[image: External link].[93] Lionsgate subsequently dropped the project.[94]
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 Video games





	Black Widow appears in the 2005 Punisher[image: External link] video game. She appears in one level as a non-playable character[image: External link] (NPC) who fights alongside the Punisher. Black Widow was voiced by Saffron Henderson[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in the video game Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], voiced by Nika Futterman[image: External link]. She is an exclusive character in the PlayStation Portable[image: External link] (PSP) version, and in all other versions of the game as a non-playable character. A mod[image: External link] available for the PC version of the game unlocks her as a playable character.

	Natasha Romanoff is mentioned in the Iron Man game as a possible love interest of Tony Stark's.

	Black Widow appears in Spider-Man: Web of Shadows[image: External link], voiced by Salli Saffioti[image: External link].

	Nika Futterman reprises her role in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link].

	Black Widow appears in the Iron Man 2 video game, voiced by Catherine Campion.[95]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the Marvel Super Hero Squad: The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link] video game, voiced by Grey DeLisle[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Laura Bailey.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in the Facebook game Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears as a Heroes vs Heralds card in Ultimate Marvel vs Capcom 3[image: External link]. If Hawkeye defeats Street Fighter's[image: External link] Crimson Viper[image: External link], he'll say, "Black Widow you ain't."[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Contest of Champions[image: External link], and was granted to every player for participation in the Ultron tie-in quests.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the 2012 fighting game[image: External link] Marvel Avengers: Battle for Earth[image: External link].

	Black Widow is available as downloadable content for the game LittleBigPlanet[image: External link] as part of "Marvel Costume Kit 5".[96]


	Black Widow is a playable character in the MMORPG[image: External link] Marvel Heroes[image: External link],[97] voiced by Julianne Buescher[image: External link].[98]


	Black Widow is a playable character in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] voiced by Laura Bailey.[99] She serves as one of the main story characters.

	Black Widow is a playable character in Marvel Avengers Alliance Tactics.

	Black Widow appears as a playable character in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] and Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link], again voiced by Laura Bailey.[100]


	Four variants of Black Widow appear in the mobile game Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link], the most recent of which being added to the game in September 2016.[101]


	Black Widow appears as a playable character in the mobile game Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].

	Black Widow is a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers, voiced by Scarlett Johansson.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	A teenage version of Black Widow appears as a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy[image: External link], voiced by Alison Brie[image: External link].[102]


	Black Widow appears as a downloadable[image: External link] character in Marvel vs. Capcom: Infinite[image: External link].[103]
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 Motion comics





	Black Widow appears in the Spider-Woman[image: External link] motion comics[image: External link] voiced by JoEllen Anklam. During this appearance she is masquerading as Yelena Belova[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Live performances





	Black Widow appears in Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] as a member of the Avengers.[104]
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 Novels





	There are two Black Widow books in the Black Widow YA series, by Margaret Stohl[image: External link].[105][106]

	
Black Widow: Forever Red (2015)

	
Black Widow: Red Vengeance (2016)[107]






	Black Widow appears in the prose[image: External link] novel[image: External link] adaptation of the event comic The Death of Captain America.[108]


	Black Widow appears in the prose[image: External link] novel[image: External link] adaptation of the event comic Civil War.[109]


	Black Widow appears in Avengers: Everybody Wants To Rule The World which is a tie-in to Avengers: Age of Ultron.[110]
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 Reception




The Black Widow was ranked as the 176th greatest comic book character in Wizard[image: External link] magazine.[111] IGN also ranked her as the 74th greatest comic book character stating that wherever conspiracy and treachery are afoot, you can expect the Black Widow to appear to save the day,[112] and as #42 on their list of the "Top 50 Avengers".[113] She was ranked 31st in Comics Buyer's Guide[image: External link]'s "100 Sexiest Women in Comics" list.[114]
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	List of Russian superheroes[image: External link]

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]
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Falcon (comics)






Falcon (Samuel Thomas "Sam" Wilson) is a fictional[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The character was created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist Gene Colan[image: External link], and introduced in Captain America #117 (Sept. 1969). As the superhero Falcon, Wilson uses mechanical wings to fly, granting him limited telepathic and empathic control over birds. Following Steve Rogers' retirement, Wilson becomes the newest Captain America and leader of the Avengers.

Wilson's deceased nephew was the Incredible Hulk's sometime-sidekick Jim Wilson[image: External link], one of the first openly HIV-positive[image: External link] comic-book characters. Jim Wilson's father Gideon Wilson would go on to join the Gamma Corps[image: External link]. Sam also has parents named Paul and Darlene Wilson, a sister named Sarah Casper, a nephew named Jody Toby Casper,[1] and an unnamed niece.[2]

Anthony Mackie portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon in the 2014 Marvel Studios film, Captain America: The Winter Soldier and reprises his role in Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), Ant-Man (2015), Captain America: Civil War (2016) and is set to reprise his role in Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and Untitled Avengers film (2019).
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Samuel Thomas Wilson, known as the Falcon, was the first African-American superhero[image: External link] in mainstream comic books[image: External link],[3] and also the first black superhero not to have the word "black" as part of his superhero name. The character first appeared[image: External link] in Captain America #117 (Sept. 1969).[4] Marvel had previously introduced the Black Panther, a native of the fictional African[image: External link] country Wakanda. The first comic starring a black character was Dell Comics[image: External link]' Old West[image: External link] gunfighter[image: External link] Lobo[image: External link], introduced in 1965.

Created by writer-editor Stan Lee and artist Gene Colan[image: External link],[4] he came about, Colan recalled in 2008,

He was introduced as an unnamed former resident of New York City[image: External link]'s Harlem[image: External link] neighborhood, who had adopted a wild falcon he trained and named Redwing. (His own name, Sam Wilson, was not given until page five of the following issue.) When a group of men on an island "in the tropics" wanted a hunting falcon, Wilson answered the ad, only to discover that the self-dubbed "Exiles" were former Nazis[image: External link] in league with the supervillain[image: External link] the Red Skull. He escaped, but remained on the island to organize the natives to confront the Exiles, who had turned them into serfs[image: External link]. At the urging of Steve Rogers, whom he later learned was Captain America, Wilson took on the costumed identity of the Falcon and underwent training with Rogers in order to better inspire the villagers and lead the fight.[6]

Through most of the 1970s, the Falcon and Captain America were a team in New York City, and the series was cover-billed Captain America and the Falcon from issues #134–192 and 194–222 (February 1971 – June 1978),[7] though still copyrighted as Captain America. In issue #186 (June 1975), writer Steve Englehart[image: External link] retconned[image: External link] aspects of the Falcon's past. Originally depicted as a former social worker[image: External link], motivated by a desire to better the lives of inner-city youth, the Falcon was revealed as a mob-connected thug whose memories were altered by the reality-warping Cosmic Cube[image: External link].

The Falcon briefly joined the superhero team the Defenders[image: External link], appearing in issues #62–64 (August–October 1978), and was a member of the Avengers from issues #183–194 (May 1979 – April 1980). During this time he also starred in a solo adventure in issue #49 of the try-out series Marvel Premiere[image: External link]; however, the story was not a try-out for a Falcon series, but an intended fill-in issue of Captain America which was shuffled into Marvel Premiere when the editors objected to having an issue of Captain America with someone other than the title character as the star.[8] He starred in his own four-issue miniseries in 1983, written by Jim Owsley[image: External link]. Its first issue was illustrated by Paul Smith[image: External link] with the final three issues by Mark Bright[image: External link]. The series revealed that the Falcon was a mutant[image: External link], although this development was later retconned in the Avengers 2001 Annual.[9]

After regularly appearing in Captain America vol. 2 (November 1996 – November 1997), the Falcon rejoined the Avengers in The Avengers vol. 3, #1 (February 1998). This time, he remained with the team, becoming one of its most prominent members by issue #57 (Oct. 2002). Concurrently, he was also a supporting character in Captain America vols. 3–4 (January 1998 – February 2002 and June 2002 – December 2004). The Falcon next appeared in the short-lived Captain America and the Falcon series, in 2004 and 2005. After the events of the storyline "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]", when the Scarlet Witch temporarily restored his criminal personality, the Falcon became a supporting character in Captain America vol. 5 (January 2005 – July 2009). The Falcon continued to play a significant role in the series after it returned to its original numbering, beginning with Captain America #600 (Aug. 2009).

Falcon was a member of the Avengers in the 2012 Marvel NOW![image: External link] relaunch.[10]

On July 16, 2014 Marvel Comics announced that Sam Wilson would relinquish the mantle of Falcon and would become the new Captain America, succeeding Steve Rogers in the role.[11] An ongoing series starring Sam Wilson as Captain America launched in October 2015, as part of Marvel's post-Secret Wars[image: External link] relaunch, written by Nick Spencer and Daniel Acuña.[12]

Wilson temporarily returns to the role of Captain America in the 2017 miniseries Marvel's Generations[image: External link].[13]

Wilson resumed the identity of Falcon in a series written by Rodney Barnes that debuted in late 2017, the character's first solo series since 1983.[14][15]
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Samuel Thomas Wilson was born in Harlem[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], to Paul Wilson, a prominent minister, and Darlene Wilson. Wilson has a happy childhood and finds he has a natural affinity for birds. He takes up training pigeons, and has the largest pigeon coop in Harlem.[16] In his teens, however, encounters with racism leave him jaded.[17] When he is 16, Wilson refuses to join the church, believing his deeply religious parents to be ignorant for their faith. To his surprise, rather than put up a fight, his parents provide him with books on different religions and comparative theology. The next night, however, Sam's father is killed trying to break up a neighborhood fight (originally Paul was said to have been killed when Sam was 9 years old).[18] Two years later, his mother is shot and killed by a mugger one block from their apartment. Consumed by grief and "angry at the world" Sam turns his back on his past as a respected community volunteer. He moves to Los Angeles and creates a new persona: "Snap" Wilson, a professional criminal and gang member.[19][20]

While Snap is on his way to "a big score in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]", his plane crashes on Exile Island (years later, he would say "I actually loved this place quite a bit. It's where I met my two best friends," referring to Captain America and Redwing).[21] The once-peaceful island had been taken over by the Exiles[image: External link], a group of would-be world conquerors who had collaborated with the Nazi[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] the Red Skull during World War II[image: External link]. More recently, they had been betrayed by the Red Skull, and were forced to remain in hiding on the island, enslaving the natives. Wilson finds and befriends Redwing, a falcon with which he feels a remarkably strong bond.[22]
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As part of a plot against Captain America, the Red Skull uses the Cosmic Cube[image: External link], a creation that allows its user to alter reality, to mentally fuse Wilson with Redwing, creating a "super-normal mental link" that would, with time and concentration, give Wilson broad powers over all birds.[23][24] Next, the Skull uses the Cube to rewrite the past and erase the years Wilson had spent angrily living as Snap Wilson. In this new history, Wilson was an upright and cheerful social worker[image: External link] who is eventually lured to the Exiles' island and organizes the natives to fight for their freedom. Steve Rogers (Captain America) befriends him there and convinces Wilson to adopt a persona to inspire the natives in their rebellion. The two create the costumed persona the Falcon and train together extensively before attacking and defeating the Exiles and the Red Skull.[16] The Falcon becomes Captain America's regular partner in crime-fighting,[25] and briefly even takes on the Captain America costume and identity when Rogers is believed to have been killed.[26]

Later, again as the Falcon, Wilson receives help from the Black Panther, who creates a harness for Wilson, allowing him to fly.[27] When Rogers briefly abandons his Captain America identity, others attempt to take up the mantle, including a young man named Roscoe whom the Falcon mentors. When the Red Skull eventually kills Roscoe, Rogers again becomes Captain America.[28]

Soon afterward, the Red Skull reveals the Falcon's true past as Snap Wilson, and unsuccessfully attempts to use the Cosmic Cube to make the Falcon kill Captain America.[29] Now aware of his past but deciding to continue as a hero, the Falcon is eventually named head of the Super Agents at the espionage[image: External link] agency S.H.I.E.L.D..[30]

US government superhero liaison Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link] then recruits Wilson, one of the few active black superheroes, to fill a mandated racial quota for the venerable team the Avengers.[31] Resentful of being a "token", the Falcon quits at the first opportunity. He debuts a new costume when he fights the supervillain Taskmaster[image: External link].[32]
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Falcon becomes a member of the new team of Avengers assembled to fight the international menace Scorpio as a United Nations peacekeeping agency. By this point, Falcon had discovered that he could extend his telepathic bond with Redwing, allowing him to control other birds and "see" through their eyes. He uses this ability to spy on Henry Gyrich (now the Avengers' liaison with the United Nations) and discovers that the United States' Secretary of Defense, Dell Rusk, has been pressuring Gyrich to spy on the Avengers and turn over their secrets. Although initially hostile to one another, Falcon convinces Gyrich to help the Avengers spy on Rusk, feeding him false information while gathering evidence to expose him. They discover that Rusk is actually the Red Skull, who has launched a biological weapon attack on America, intending to use the ensuing panic to gain control over America's government and start a war with other countries. Falcon is instrumental in defeating the Red Skull.[33]

It is around this period of time that, a new "Captain America" secretly created by the Office of Naval Intelligence[image: External link] (O.N.I.) goes rogue and begins eliminating anything and anyone he sees as a source of terrorism. To draw out this agent (dubbed "The Anti-Cap[image: External link]"), O.N.I. leaks information about their involvement in a biological weapons[image: External link] project with the notorious Rivas Family, powerful Cuban drug lords. Reporter and social activist Leila Taylor investigates this rumor and attempts to smuggle a sample of the virus into America, but she is arrested by U.S. forces in Cuba. Falcon, who is a friend of Taylor, breaks her out of prison and investigates her claims, destroying the Rivas Family's biological weapons lab and obtaining a sample of the mysterious virus they were developing for O.N.I. Falcon is able to fly Leila back to America (although his flying harness is destroyed in a hurricane) while Captain America follows Falcon's directions and retrieves the virus sample. The Anti-Cap kills the head of the Rivas family, and pursues Leila, Falcon, and Cap, intent on obtaining the virus sample. After reuniting, Falcon and Captain America are able to barely defeat the Anti-Cap. Realizing that O.N.I.'s goal was to draw out their rogue agent to execute him, Captain America arranges to have the Anti-Cap secretly imprisoned in the Wakandan embassy until O.N.I. agrees not to kill him.[34]

Since Captain America and Falcon now possess both O.N.I.'s rogue agent and the last remaining sample of O.N.I.'s virus, O.N.I. begins to put increasing amounts of pressure on the heroes. Falcon is especially targeted – he had broken Leila out of Federal Custody, and his criminal history makes it easier for O.N.I. to create further false charges against him. Falcon soon finds himself on the run from O.N.I.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Meanwhile, the superheroine the Scarlet Witch, having gone insane, begins using her powers to re-create many of the Avengers' greatest trials and tragedies. She destabilizes the Falcon's mind, causing him to act increasingly like his "Snap" persona. He begins carrying a gun, keeps secrets from his friends, assaults Leila's boyfriend Norman when he protests they go into hiding, and uses a high power rifle to shoot at his friend Robbie Robertson[image: External link] (to fool Robbie into thinking O.N.I. was threatening to kill him). Although they succeed in exposing the illegal activities of O.N.I. and clear Wilson's name, Sam's methods cause his relationship with Captain America to become strained. Cap confronts Falcon about his recent actions, and Falcon, angered at what he sees as an ultimatum, terminates their partnership. As they are walking away, Norman (who blames Falcon for the end of his relationship with Leila) appears and shoots at Falcon. Captain America is seriously injured by the stray bullets, and even appears to die. The shock of watching his best friend seemingly die because of his actions has a powerful affect on Sam, who briefly gives up being Falcon and reexamines his life.[35]

Sam Wilson reappears as Falcon in the 2005 "House of M[image: External link]" storyline and in the 2006–07 "Civil War" storyline.[36] In the latter, he supports Captain America against the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link]. When the Captain becomes incapacitated, Falcon temporarily assumes leadership of the "Secret Avengers" rebel group.[37] Following Captain America's assassination by the machinations of the Red Skull, the Falcon registers with the government and is made responsible for Harlem, although he continues to maintain contact with the underground New Avengers[image: External link].[38] He is also called upon to investigate the Captain's assassination by locating Winter Soldier and tracking down the Red Skull.[39]
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Wilson appears in the 2010 " Shadowland[image: External link]" storyline as Falcon, after which he becomes an operative in the new incarnation of the Heroes for Hire[image: External link] team, in the book of the same name.[40] He later appears in the 2012 "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" storyline, helping She-Hulk[image: External link] and several other Avengers contain the students at the Jean Grey School for Higher Learning[image: External link].[41]

As part of the 2012 - 2015 Marvel NOW![image: External link] relaunch, Wilson rejoins the Avengers after Iron Man and Captain America choose to expand the team's line-up.[42] After Rogers is aged into an old man, he appoints Wilson as his 'official' replacement as Captain America.[43] During a confrontation with the Red Skull's daughter Sin, it is revealed that the "Snap" identity was a fake memory implanted into Sam by the Red Skull in an attempt to discredit the hero through racism.[44]

As part of the 2015 All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link] initiative, Captain America investigated the disappearance of Mexican teenager Joaquin Torres after he was abducted by the Sons of the Serpent[image: External link].[45] After fighting Armadillo and capturing the leader of the hate group,[46] Captain America discovered that Joaquin was being used in the experiments of Karl Malus[image: External link] who turned Joaquin into a bird/human hybrid using Captain America's pet bird Redwing. When Karl Malus was defeated, Captain America took Joaquin in.[47] When it was discovered Joaquin's bird/human hybrid condition wasn't temporary, Captain America learned from Claire Temple[image: External link] that Joaquin's condition was permanent due to Redwing being vampiric and sporting a healing factor.[48] When Captain America was captured by the Serpent Society and thrown out the window by Viper, he was saved by Joaquin.[49] Using his link with Redwing, Captain America telepathically sent Joaquin the knowledge on how to fight where he held his own until Misty Knight[image: External link] and Demolition Man showed up. After the Serpent Society was defeated, Captain America allowed Joaquin to become his sidekick, enabling him to become the new Falcon.[50]

During the 2016 "Avengers: Standoff![image: External link]" storyline, Sam, after defeating the Green Skull, is contacted by Whisperer (an alias of Rick Jones). After meeting Whisperer, he learns that S.H.I.E.L.D. never discarded the Kobik project as he thought they did. He meets with Steve Rogers, where they follow a lead to a town in Connecticut[image: External link] and are later picked up by S.H.I.E.L.D. agents.[51] He then meets the Winter Soldier and rescue S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Avril Kincaid from the Blood Brothers[image: External link], who informs them of a super-weapon hidden in the town that Baron Zemo[image: External link] and the other villains are looking for. They then head to the bowling alley where Kobik uses her powers to restore Steve Rogers to his prime when he was about to be killed by Crossbones. They begin looking for Kobik again only to discover that Baron Zemo had Fixer[image: External link] invent a device that would help find Kobik as Kraven the Hunter[image: External link] rallies the villains to help with their goals. Upon not being able to successfully locate Kobik, Steve Rogers decides to rally the heroes so that they can take the fight to Baron Zemo.[52] In the aftermath of the incident, Steve and Sam plan to keep what happened at Pleasant Hill under wraps at the time being.[53]

After the "Standoff!" storyline, Sam begins to face public pressure to return the shield and mantle of Captain America to Steve, as does Maria Hill for the consequences of her actions on Pleasant Hill. He and Steve then begin to secretly plan for a way to get Hill to face her crimes publicly. During a press conference, Sam encounters the mercenary Chance[image: External link] who was about to kill Steve in the middle of his speech. After defeating him, Sam receives a hero's welcome when Steve announces him to the public as Captain America. While getting arrested, Chance tells Sam that he was on Pleasant Hill and that he didn't agree with the heroes' actions.[54]

During the 2016 "Civil War II[image: External link]" storyline, Captain America attended War Machine's funeral, where he delivered an inspirational speech. Months later, Wilson watched a TV broadcast about former New Warrior Rage[image: External link] engaging in a fight with the Americops[image: External link], a private police force funded by Keane Industries, in Brooklyn[image: External link]. Intending to stop the fight, Wilson, along with Redwing and Falcon, left to try to contain the situation. Sam managed to stop the fight, although not without fighting the Americops, for which he knew the media would portray him negatively. As he was leaving, he was suddenly attacked from behind by U.S. Agent. After a brief argument, Captain America and U.S. Agent begin to fight, with U.S. Agent gaining the upper hand, until Sam drags him into a tunnel where the darkness and the great horned owls that reside in it allow him to win the fight. After defeating U.S. Agent and receiving an argument from Rage, Wilson returns to his headquarters where he decides to put a tiny implant in his brain that will enhance his ability to see what birds see, enabling him to transmit them into a data storage facility, that converts them into images and videos. He then decides to further investigate the Americops to find proof of their violent activities.[55]

While accompanying Steve Rogers on a mission to stop Flag-Smasher's latest assault, Wilson fails to save a senator from being shot by the villain, further compromising his current public image. This is subsequently revealed to have been deliberately staged by Rogers - currently converted to believe himself to have been a Hydra sleeper agent since childhood upon being reprogrammed by Red Skull's clone using the powers of Kobik. Using his greater familiarity with the shield, Rogers deliberately put Wilson in a position where he would be unable to use the shield to save the senator, with the final goal of demoralizing Sam to the point where he will return the shield to Rogers of his own free will (not wanting to kill Wilson and risk creating a martyr).[56]

After discovering that Rage was arrested and accused of robbing a pawn shop which Man Mountain Marko[image: External link] and Speed Demon[image: External link] committed, Sam offers him professional help from other heroes but Rage turns it down, preferring that he should be the one to prove his innocence. After consulting with his brother and Rogers, Sam posts a video on the internet showing footage of the Americops beating up Rage, exposing their violent activities. During Rage's trial, a frustrated Sam leaves the courtroom and captures Speed Demon, who confesses to his and Man Mountain Marko's involvement in the pawn shop robbery. Upon returning to the court, Misty tells Sam that the verdict was already given. While people protested over Rage's arrest, Sam tries his best to calm them down. After Rage gets beaten up in prison, Sam visits him at the hospital where Claire Temple tells him that he may not survive due to his severe injuries. Back at HQ, Misty finds a letter left by Sam, who tells her that he is giving up the mantle of Captain America and returning the shield to Steve Rogers, believing that he is not up to the task.[57]

During the 2017 "Secret Empire[image: External link]" storyline, Sam, after spending some alone time in the desert, returns to the city only to discover Hydra's takeover and Steve Rogers revealed to be their leader. After rescuing a woman and her Inhuman daughter from Hydra enforcers, Sam reluctantly helps them in getting somewhere safe. After reuniting with Misty Knight and Demolition Man, Sam begins to help other Inhumans in getting smuggled out of the country. Upon helping Ant-Man smuggle his daughter Cassandra Lang[image: External link], he is offered to join the Underground resistance but he turns it down. Sam then meets Ant-Man at a bar, who came with a small group of heroes led by Hawkeye.[58] When Hawkeye and the Tony Stark A.I. reveal that Kobik was responsible for Steve's change, Sam agrees to get them smuggled out of the country so they can find the Cosmic Cube's fragments.[59] Sam then takes the group through an abandoned subway tunnel where they encounter Mole Man, whom Sam struck a deal with, when they are attacked by Dreadnoughts sent by Hydra. After crossing the tunnel, the group get in a jet plane and take off.[60] They later arrive in a mansion where Ultron lives, since he is in possession of the shard. They later encounter Steve Rogers and his Avengers until Ultron captures them. They later wake up in the dinning room where they begin to discus and argue amongst themselves. After a brief battle, Ultron then lets them leave and gives the shard to Tony's team. Steve muses that he is unconcerned about who will acquire the fragments as he has an inside man in the Tony Stark A.I.'s team.[61] After a series of dead ends, the team returns to the hideout, where Sam reunites with Misty, until Hydra forces arrive and begin their assault on the base. During the battle, Sam helps the other heroes in protecting the refugees and battling Hydra's Avengers and a revived Bruce Banner as the Hulk until the base explodes.[62] In the aftermath of the attack, Sam appears standing on top of the rubble as Captain America, to inspire the resistance to not surrender.[63] It is later revealed that Sam had a conversation with Misty Knight and Rayshaun Lucas, the new Patriot[image: External link], which persuaded him to reassume the mantle of Captain America, leading the resistance and wielding Rogers' original round shield as a symbol of hope.[64] Sam then uses the Cosmic Cube fragment the resistance acquired to help destroy the Darforce dome surrounding Manhattan and the planetary defense shield, releasing all the trapped heroes. After liberating all the imprisoned Inhumans, the Underground attacks the Capitol attracting the attention of Steve Rogers, who arrives wearing a Cosmic Cube-powered armor. During the final battle, Sam fakes surrender and gives the fragment to Steve, only for Winter Soldier to intervene and bring Kobik and the real Steve Rogers back. The good Steve Rogers manages to defeat the Hydra Steve Rogers with Thor's hammer and Kobik restores reality back to normal.[65]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Return as Falcon




Upon taking the second Patriot[image: External link] on as his sidekick, they travel to Chicago to deal with an outbreak of gang violence, unaware that Blackheart[image: External link] is posing as the city's Mayor.[66]
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In his earliest appearances, Wilson exhibits a close bond with his bird Redwing, which is confirmed as being a telepathic link by Professor X[image: External link] in Captain America #174 . The Red Skull later reveals that he had used the Cosmic Cube[image: External link] to create a "super-normal mental link" between Sam Wilson and Redwing.[67] Falcon later recalled the experience, stating "Hurt like hell. Being mentally fused with that falcon. Able to see through his eyes."[68]

Wilson eventually revealed that he has been able to extend this empathic link. "I'm always psychically connected with Redwing, but through concentration, I've recently tapped into another ability – I'm able to link-up with other birds. ... I have over six billion pairs of eyes in the United States alone." He used this ability to quickly search New York City when the criminal Scarecrow[image: External link] kidnapped two children,[69] as well as to spy on Senator Dell Rusk (actually the Red Skull in disguise) and Henry Peter Gyrich.[70] He is also apparently able to access the memories of birds, and see things they had witnessed in the past (although birds have a different concept of the passage of time, which makes it difficult for him to know when any events they witnessed occurred).[71]
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Wilson's original Falcon wing harness featured detachable jet-powered glider wings made of lightweight titanium ribbing and Mylar. The wings were covered with wafer-thin solar power receptors that convert sunlight into electricity to power miniature high-speed electric turbine fans in his uniform and boots. The wings detached and reattached to his uniform cybernetically. The harness was destroyed in Captain America and the Falcon #2 (2004). The uniform was made of synthetic stretch fabric lined with a steel-alloy mesh.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

After the original flying harness's destruction in a 2004 storyline,[72] the Black Panther supplied Falcon with a new costume and wings. An emitter array on Falcon's back creates holographic "hard light" wings with a maximum wingspan of up to 50 feet (15 m). Controlled by a cybernetic link, the wings can be instantly reconfigured into "dozens of different cruise configurations". A "magnetic drive", in turn, provides the thrust needed to get Falcon airborne. The emitter also possesses GPS jamming devices that prevent satellite[image: External link] tracking, while the hard-light wings interfere with infra-red tracking. A vibranium microweave was added to the costume itself, making Falcon resistant to small arms fire.[73] The entire system is controlled mentally through cybernetic circuitry in the Falcon's mask. The costume has in the past featured a hidden "talon," a cybernetically controlled grappling line built into the gauntlets of his costume which he uses to entangle opponents, hook objects, or for swinging and climbing when his wings are detached. The costume's visors come equipped with various capabilities, including infrared lenses, giving him the ability to see objects by their infrared signature at night, magnification capabilities, and remote imaging sensors that allow a full 360 degree of vision when activated. The cowl also has a wide band receiver and transmitter with an unspecified range. The suit was originally built by the Black Panther,[74] with costume modifications by Desmond Burrell.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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As part of the 2015 All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link] branding, Captain America (Sam Wilson) investigated the disappearance of Mexican teenager Joaquin Torres after he was abducted by the Sons of the Serpent[image: External link].[45] Captain America discovered that Joaquin was being used in the experiments of Karl Malus[image: External link] who turned Joaquin into a bird/human hybrid using Captain America's pet bird Redwing. When Karl Malus was defeated, Captain America took Joaquin in.[47] When it was discovered Joaquin's bird/human hybrid condition wasn't temporary, Captain America learned from Claire Temple[image: External link] that Joaquin's condition was permanent due to Redwing being vampiric and sporting a healing factor.[48] When Captain America was captured by the Serpent Society and thrown out the window by Viper, he was saved by Joaquin.[49] Using his link with Redwing, Captain America telepathically sent Joaquin the knowledge on how to fight where he held his own until Misty Knight[image: External link] and Demolition Man showed up. After the Serpent Society was defeated, Captain America allowed Joaquin to become his sidekick, enabling him to become the new Falcon.[50]

During the "Secret Empire[image: External link]" storyline, Falcon II and Ironheart[image: External link] join the Champions[image: External link] when they join up with the Underground.[75]>
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Main article: Vulture (Marvel Comics)[image: External link]


In a 2017 storyline, Adrian Toomes developed a modified version of his Electromagnetic Wing Harness that has a reinforced helmet and lightweight, razor-sharp, nano-woven wings which responded to his mental commands where he took on the name Falcon where he believed the name to be vacant at the time. He robbed a location in East Village where he fought Spider-Man until they were immobilized by a new Trapster[image: External link] who made off with Falcon's loot.[76]
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A similar, unrelated character of the same name and powers was created in 1939 by writer-artist Bill Everett[image: External link] for Marvel Comics' predecessor company, Timely Comics[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other versions





	In the alternate reality of a 1983 What If?[image: External link] story, Sam - under his gang name "Snap" - is a member of a secret rebellion force in a United States turned fascist who aids Captain America in beating an impostor and leading the chastised nation back to its democratic roots.[77]


	Sam Wilson / Falcon appears as one of the zombified heroes in the Marvel Zombies[image: External link] universe. Initially, he is among the many heroes summoned by Nick Fury to fight off the infection, but he winds up being infected.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Afterwards, in Marvel Zombies 3[image: External link], he, along with other wing-laden characters ( Angel[image: External link], Beak[image: External link] and Vulture[image: External link]), attack Machine Man[image: External link], Ultron and Jocasta[image: External link] as soon as they arrive in this ravaged universe, but he and the others are quickly killed by Machine Man.[78]


	In Amazing Spider-Girl[image: External link] #7, which is part of the MC2[image: External link] universe, Wilson was revealed to be dead. However, the Ladyhawk[image: External link] twins wear attire similar to his first costume, from before he had the mantle of either Falcon or Captain America.

	In the "Once and Future King" story arc from Black Panther, a retired Sam Wilson is shown as the mayor of New York City 25 years into the future. He comes out of retirement for one final mission to help Black Panther defeat T'charra, T'Chaka's treasonous son.[79]





	In the Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] universe, Samuel Wilson is an explorer, adventurer, and scientist who uses a backpack with high-tech folding wings to fly as the Eagle. Wilson first appeared in Ultimate Nightmare[image: External link] and then worked on the Vision, demonstrating a high level of technological understanding and confronted George Tarleton[image: External link] of A.I.M. aboard a space station studying a Gah Lak Tus[image: External link] module.[80] He is an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. rather than an official member of the Ultimates[image: External link] or Reserves. He has served with or under General Nick Fury[image: External link], and was a member of the armed forces but retired to pursue scientific interests. This version appears to be an accomplished combatant, especially when using the sharp edge of the metal wings he wears as a weapon, which are controlled through the help of nanotechnology, with which he can communicate and retrieve computer information. The wings are partially self-repairing, as referenced in Ultimate Extinction[image: External link].[81]


	In Marvel's MAX[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] series U.S. War Machine, Wilson appeared alongside Captain America and Hawkeye; he and Hawkeye served as Captain America's backup and wore no costumes, only being addressed by their real names. In this reality, Captain America was actually Bucky wearing the Captain's uniform as here the Captain had died in World War II[image: External link] in his stead.

	In the 2006 comic What If Captain America had fought in the Civil War?[image: External link], the Earth-717[image: External link] version of Wilson was an orphan raised by a Shawnee[image: External link] medicine man[image: External link], and grew up to fight in the American Civil War[image: External link] as part of an Indian volunteer regiment. He performs a ritual to give Steven Rogers the power of We-Pi-Ahk, the Eagle Spirit, and has a red eagle painted on his chest for this ceremony. He is killed by Colonel Barnes (who in this reality is the White Skull).

	In the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" universe, created by Franklin Richards[image: External link], a version of Samuel Wilson appears. His father, Abraham "Abe" Wilson fought alongside Captain America during World War II[image: External link], but is later killed by Master Man's army.[82] During the fight, Abe's son Sam Wilson is shot in a fight and gravely wounded, but Captain America saves his life by giving him a transfusion of the Super-Soldier's own blood. Consequently, Wilson gains superhuman abilities comparable to those of Captain America. His military nickname, "The Falcon", becomes his superhero code name, avenges his father by beating Master Man, and along with Captain America, and Nick Fury defeat the Red Skull's plans for world domination.[83]


	In an alternate timeline seen in Avengers: The Children's Crusade[image: External link], Sam was succeeded as the Falcon by his daughter Samantha. Samantha is shown as a member of the Avengers alongside her husband Eli[image: External link] (the new Captain America), and their son Steve (the new Bucky).[84]


	In Daredevil: End of Days[image: External link], Wilson is briefly shown as the future president of the United States of America.[85]


	During the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline, an alternate, naturally-winged version of Sam Wilson is a member of the Thor Corps (which are the police force of Battleworld[image: External link]). He and the Thor Corps members arrest Miss America[image: External link] after she violates Doom[image: External link]'s laws by throwing a Megalodon[image: External link] that attacked Arcadia far enough to go over the Shield and end up in the Deadlands.[86]


	A female version of Sam Wilson (Samantha T. Wilson) serves as the original Captain America of the Spider-Gwen[image: External link] universe of Earth-65. When World War II struck, she became one of the first black female pilots in the U.S. military. Eventually, she was recruited into Project Rebirth, and was chosen to undergo the procedure when the other candidates Bucky, Steve Rogers, and Isaiah Bradley were badly injured by Nazi agents. After this, she became Captain America, and fought the Nazis. When the Nazis attempted to summon creatures from another dimension, she entered said dimension to hold off the invading forces, un-aging in this reality for nearly 75 years. When she finally defeated them and returned to her home dimension of Earth-65, she was recruited by S.H.I.E.L.D. director Peggy Carter to continue her service as Captain America as one of her agents.[87]


	Another version of Sam Wilson appears in the Spider-Gwen[image: External link] universe of Earth-65. He is the male clone of Samantha Wilson and is also this universe's Falcon where he works as Captain America's sidekick. Falcon is known as Sam 13 and is an expert sniper-assassin. He is aided by Redwing (who in this reality is a robotic falcon) where Sam 13 used him for assault and reconnaissance. Falcon and Redwing first come into contact with Spider-Woman while she was fighting Lizard.[87]
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	Falcon (along with his bird Redwing) appeared as a member of the Avengers in the television series The Avengers: United They Stand[image: External link], voiced by Martin Roach.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Falcon along with his bird Redwing appears in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link], with Falcon voiced by Alimi Ballard[image: External link] and Redwing's vocal effects provided by Steven Blum[image: External link].[88] In this version, he is capable of launching his "feathers" at his enemies.

	Sam Wilson / Falcon appears in The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Lance Reddick[image: External link].[89] Alongside Doc Samson, Falcon is a mind-controlled servant of Dell Rusk. He appears in the episodes "Nightmare in Red", "Code Red", and "Avengers Assemble!".

	Sam Wilson / Falcon appears as one of the main characters in the Avengers Assemble[image: External link] animated series, voiced by Bumper Robinson[image: External link].[90][91] This iteration of Sam Wilson is depicted as a 17-year-old S.H.I.E.L.D. operative that Iron Man had an eye on. When the Avengers brought together to save Captain America from the Red Skull, Sam was originally offered the War Machine armor, but turned it down in favor of the Falcon armor. Wilson later dons a new version of his Falcon armor where there is a beak-shaped visor over his eyes. The wing pack is capable of detaching itself from the rest of the armor to become "Redwing Mode" and fly by itself to the point where it can whip up tornadoes. In the fourth season, Falcon is kidnapped by Kang the Conqueror[image: External link] and spends years in the future working with him to stop a black hole from destroying the Earth. When he returns to the present, he is significantly older and has a new outfit that greatly resembles his outfit in the MCU.

	Sam Wilson appears in Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors[image: External link], voiced again by Bumper Robinson.[92] He appears in the episodes "Avenging Spider-Man" [Parts 1 and 2] and "Contest of Champions" [Part 4].

	Sam Wilson appears in the Lego Marvel Super Heroes: Maximum Overload[image: External link] mini-series, voiced again by Bumper Robinson.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Falcon appears in the Japanese anime[image: External link] series Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link], voiced by Kaito Ishikawa[image: External link] in the Japanese version.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Film





	
Anthony Mackie portrays Sam Wilson in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character's first appearance being in the 2014 film Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[93][94] In the film, Wilson uses a pair of submachine guns[image: External link] as his main weapons and flies using a jet pack[image: External link] with articulated wings.[95] Mackie reprises the role in the 2015 films Avengers: Age of Ultron,[96] and Ant-Man,[97] and the 2016 film Captain America: Civil War.[98][99] Redwing makes a first appearance in Civil War as Falcon's bird-shaped robotic drone.[100]





	

	Anthony Mackie will reprise the role in Avengers: Infinity War (2018),[101] and its untitled sequel (2019).[citation needed[image: External link]]









	Falcon makes a cameo appearance in Iron Man and Captain America: Heroes United[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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	Sam Wilson appears in the Marvel Universe: LIVE![image: External link] arena stage show[image: External link].[102]
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	Falcon appears as a playable character in the Marvel Super Hero Squad[image: External link] video game and its sequel Marvel Super Hero Squad: The Infinity Gauntlet[image: External link], with Alimi Ballard reprising the role.

	Falcon is once again a playable character in the game Marvel Super Hero Squad: Comic Combat[image: External link], with Alimi Ballard voicing the role.

	Falcon is a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link].

	Falcon appears as DLC[image: External link] in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link],[103] voiced by Andrew Kishino[image: External link].

	Falcon appears in the Facebook game Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].[104] He appears in the 17th Spec Ops game loosely based upon the events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier.

	The MCU version of Falcon appears as a Team-Up character in Marvel Heroes[image: External link],[105] voiced by Bumper Robinson[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] An alternate version of Captain America is later added to the game.[106]


	Falcon appears as a playable character in Disney Infinity: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link],[107] with Bumper Robinson reprising the role.[citation needed[image: External link]] Falcon's wings are also available as a usable vehicle for other heroes.[108] Falcon also appears in Disney Infinity 3.0[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The MCU version of Falcon appears as a playable character in Marvel: Future Fight[image: External link].[109] An alternate version of Captain America is later added to celebrate the 4th of July.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Falcon is a playable character in Lego Marvel's Avengers,[110] voiced by Anthony Mackie.[citation needed[image: External link]] He is initially available in his Classic and Captain America: The Winter Soldier designs along with his Captain America appearance. Falcon's Captain America: Civil War appearance is available through DLC.

	Falcon appears as a playable character in Playmation: Avengers.[111]


	A teenage version of Falcon appears as a playable character in Marvel Avengers Academy[image: External link], voiced by A$AP Rocky[image: External link].[112]


	Falcon is a playable character in the match-three mobile game Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link]. Captain America is added to the game in August 2015.[113]
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Wilson was placed as the 96th greatest comic book hero by IGN, which opined that the partnership between him and Steve Rogers forms one of the greatest crime fighting duos in comics,[114] and as #45 on their list of the "Top 50 Avengers".[115]
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	List of S.H.I.E.L.D. members[image: External link]

	List of African-American firsts[image: External link]
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