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As presented by Oxford University’s Museum of the History of Science, Steampunk is rooted in the aesthetics of Victorian technology. Yet it is not a nostalgic recreation of a vanished past: its devices are both imaginative and contemporary. The Steampunk exhibition, curated by Art Donovan, revealed the many possible responses to Steampunk’s characteristic preoccupation with the historical and the contemporary, the mechanical and the fanciful. In imagining a Victorian future that has not come to pass, Steampunk artists cast an oblique light on the present. But their unrealized “futures” are more celebration than commentary. Steampunk revels in the ingenuity and absurdity of the mechanisms produced and the unqualified pleasure in creation. It is only fitting that the world’s first museum exhibition of genuine Steampunk art premiered at the Oxford University Museum of the History of Science, which houses the world’s greatest collection of important scientific artifacts and devices. Now Donovan is back with new artist profiles and a fresh look at what is happening in Steampunk today.
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PUBLISHER’S FOREWORD


About five years ago, we started hearing buzz about Steampunk at the European bookfairs. Although new to us, we were intrigued by the concept of combining the literature, art, and science of the past with modern technology. We started researching the genre to determine how popular it was in America, sending Peg Couch, one of our editors, on an exploratory trip to the Steampunk World’s Fair. What we found there was an incredible community of creative individuals who wanted nothing more than to share their work. She said, “When I arrived at the show, I felt as though I had stepped into another world. The crowd of over 3,000 attendees was buzzing, and there was a festival-like feel to the event with people walking on stilts, dressed as time travelers, vaudeville entertainers, inventors, and mad scientists. There were sights for the eye everywhere you turned!”


The honor of publishing truly innovative subjects often falls to independent publishers such as ourselves. With our love of craftsmanship and appreciation for authentic work, we fell in love with the ingenuity and creativity of the Steampunk community. Having decided that we needed to create a book on Steampunk art, the search for the right author began. It was difficult to find someone with good design sense across the many types of Steampunk art.


I can’t praise Art Donovan enough. An artist in his own right with an impressive client list, Art had just finished curating the first-ever museum exhibition of Steampunk art at considerable personal cost. The sheer joy and delight Art takes in finding high-quality work by other Steampunk artists was the driving force behind the exhibit and this book. The work from Art’s recent exhibition was dynamic, intriguing, and like nothing we had seen before. Most importantly, the selection worked wonderfully together. It was international and wide-ranging in scope, and at the same high level of craftsmanship.


By the time the first edition was on press, the buzz about Steampunk was growing. We saw it walking the aisles of the Javits Center during the 2011 Book Expo America. It was being featured in sci-fi/fantasy books and graphic novels, and we were encountering it more and more frequently online. Ultimately, we knew we had caught on to a trend that was about to grab hold of the world, and we couldn’t wait to see what would happen next.


The years 2010 and 2011 are significant in that, according to a recent Social Sentiment Index from IBM, they mark a significant jump in Steampunk’s popularity. At the same time the first edition of The Art of Steampunk was being developed and printed, IBM reports the online community experienced a 300 percent jump in Steampunk fashion-related posts.


More recently, IBM notes Steampunk’s growing presence on popular social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest. According to Forbes magazine contributor Barbara Thau, this points to a not-so-distant emergence of Steampunk in the mainstream market. “These are telling indicators that the steampunk trend will expand from small manufacturing on sites such as Etsy and collections from high-end designers like Prada and Alexander McQueen, to mass production by major fashion labels, jewelry and accessories makers, and to national chains such as H&M and Zara.”


Time notes that mainstream fashion trends usually appear on couture runways before they arrive in a local department store, and that Steampunk also follows this formula. “For steampunk, the high-end influence is already out there. For his spring 2010 couture show, John Galliano designed a parade of looks for Christian Dior with nods to early 20th century influences—including corsets, top hats, flowing fabrics, layers of lace and Frankenstein-esque hair and makeup…” Alexander McQueen and Prada also featured Steampunk looks in recent collections.


While the Internet and fashion industry began feeling the Steampunk influence, Fox Chapel experienced the growth of the genre through the popularity of The Art of Steampunk. We quickly sold out of our first inventory shipment and ordered a reprint. Soon, it became apparent that a reprint of the original title was not enough. In less than a year since the book’s first printing, Steampunk had grown and evolved—known Steampunk artists were creating new, astounding works, and others were beginning to explore the Steampunk aesthetic for the first time with amazing results. It was clear that a second edition was needed to highlight the continued growth of this distinctive genre.


IBM predicts 2014 as the year for Steampunk, and once again, we find ourselves matching the trend with this second edition of The Art of Steampunk, filled with wonderful new lighting creations from Art Donovan and the work of eight new artists that Art was led to by his boundless enthusiasm.


There is no doubt Steampunk will continue to grow and change, but we hope you will appreciate the snapshot we have captured here as one moment in the history of the genre. Personally, I have always found that the artists working in a field before it becomes popular possess a certain purity and sense of style that is hard to match. I hope you will enjoy these exquisite pieces of art with the same sense of delight and wonder that Art has brought to our desks in preparing this volume.


Happy reading!
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Alan Giagnocavo 


Publisher, Fox Chapel Publishing
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Art Donovan





Art Donovan was born and raised in New York City. With more than thirty years of experience in the art industry, Donovan was once the senior designer and head illustrator for Donald Deskey Associates, the company responsible for designing the interior of Radio City Music Hall. Since 1990, Donovan has worked for Donovan Design, a company he and his wife, Leslie, founded. Donovan creates handcrafted lighting fixtures and illuminated sculptural objects for the company. The Donovans have an impressive client list that includes groups and companies such as Tiffany & Co., New York City; The University of Baltimore, Maryland; Churchill Downs, Kentucky; Benetti Luxury Yachts, Italy; St. Francis of Assisi Cathedral, Nevada; Four Seasons Resorts Villas, St. Thomas; Nine Zero Hotel, Boston; and Disney Cruise Lines, along with countless private residences, restaurants, and casinos around the world.


Donovan first encountered Steampunk on the Internet a few years ago. He was excited by the style because it was like nothing he had ever seen before, and focused on topics such as history, science, and science fiction, subjects in which he has always held an interest. Donovan soon began designing Steampunk light fixtures, embracing the style that was so far removed from anything he had ever done previously.


Donovan’s interest in Steampunk did not end with his creation of new projects. Instead, it led him to make connections with other Steampunk artists and, eventually, to become the curator of a Steampunk exhibit at the Hamptons Antique Galleries in 2008 and the Steampunk exhibition held at Oxford University’s Museum of the History of Science. The exhibition, which ran from October 2009 to February 2010, brought together renowned Steampunk artists from around the world. Since the exhibition, Donovan has continued to create Steampunk masterpieces and is constantly working to bring Steampunk to the attention of others.




[image: Image]


Siddhartha Pod Lantern, 2008, 62" x 23" (1575 mm x 585 mm), mahogany, glass, and brass. This piece was Donovan’s first Steampunk creation.
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Mr. Peanutski, 2008, 13.5" (340 mm) tall, brass, steel, modded light bulb.
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Oxford Station Lantern, 2010, 18" x 13" (455 mm x 330 mm), antique satin brass, mahogany, steel, hand-blown glass globe. This Steampunk lamp is inspired by the lamps found outside of New York City’s Grand Central Station.
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Shiva Mandala, 2009, 72" x 72" (1830 mm x 1830 mm). Representing the cycle of life, the Shiva Mandala is made up of five distinct pieces: the center Astrolabe and four surrounding “planets.”
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Astrolabe. The Astrolabe is the central piece of the Shiva Mandala and is a reproduction of a thirteenth century Persian device.
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All Seeing Eye. The upper planet of the Shiva Mandala contains Masonic symbols.
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Nataraja Shiva. Donovan created this planet of the Shiva Mandala so that it slowly rotates.
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Plasma Disk. The electric blue Plasma Disk is the right-hand planet of the Shiva Mandala.
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Craniometer. The Craniometer is the lower planet on the Shiva Mandala.
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Parrish Carriage Lantern, 2008, 18" x 11" (455 mm x 280 mm), brass, mahogany. This lantern features hand-painted symbols to add a unique detail.
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Sister to the Parrish Carriage Lantern, 2008, 18" x 11" (455 mm x 280 mm). This lamp is a twist on the Parrish Carriage Lantern, featuring more ornate and machine-like elements.
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