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Introduction


When I was a kid, we learned poetry (off by heart) in school. Much of it was difficult and dull – at least to this kid’s mind it was. But what saved poetry for me were the nursery rhymes I had learned at home and the rhymes we learned on the street. I loved them – they were ours: kids’ rhymes for kids. Our street rhymes were real, they were naughty, they were cool – the kind of rhymes you wouldn’t repeat in front of your parents. We took great delight in the fact that we could share them secretly among ourselves.


These Really Rotten Rhymes, drawn from my experience as a child, a parent and a teacher, are, I hope, poems that will appeal to that ADULTS KEEP OUT place that is so special to a child. They will, I know, also touch the child’s (even if it is the naughty child’s) place in many adult hearts. Lewd, crude and rude or deliciously disgusting? They are both, I hope.
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