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Levels
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These are quick, easy projects that use just one or two crochet stitches.
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These projects take a little longer and may use some more advanced techniques and some sewing.
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These projects may have several stages and require more difficult crochet and sewing techniques. You may need help from an adult.
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Crochet is a great craft that you can quickly learn yourself with just a hook and some yarn. You’ll soon be able to make hats, bags, cushions and cute toys in funky colours, to keep for yourself or to give as gifts. In this book there are four chapters: Clothes and Accessories, with bags, belts, hats and scarves that will add some fun to your wardrobe; Jewellery, where you’ll find a beaded necklace, bracelets, some pretty brooches and even a tiara; Bedroom Essentials, with some fabulous ideas for adding comfy and colourful cushions and storage ideas to liven up your room; and Perfect Gifts, where you’ll find things to make that are ideal presents for your family and all your friends.


Crochet is a great hobby for when you have a quiet moment, perhaps on a long journey, on holiday or on a rainy afternoon. Why not invite a friend over to crochet with you, too? Crochet can be a bit fiddly to learn at the start, but you’ll soon master the basic stitches. You can start by learning to make chains, and turn these into friendship bracelets to share. And once you learn to crochet in the round you’ll be amazed at how quickly you can create something really impressive, like the cute Mushroom on page 116, or the groovy Round Stripy Cushion Cover on page 93.


To help you decide what to make, we have marked all the projects with one, two or three smiley faces to show how easy or difficult they are. Projects marked with one smiley face are the easiest, two smiley faces mean the project is slightly harder, and those with three smiley faces are the ones to tackle once you’ve had a bit of practise.


There’s a list of all the crochet stitches and techniques you will use at the start of each project, and the pages where you can find the stitch and technique instructions if you need them. There is also a list of everything you will need for each project, including the yarns and colours used in the projects. If you want to, you can choose your own colours and even a different brand of yarn – as long as you use a similar type of yarn (such as double knitting or Aran) and the same size hook, the pattern will still work. Some projects need buttons, felt, and scraps of fabric or ribbons, so it’s good to put together a sewing box that contains the basics – then you’ll be ready to create anything!
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Tools and materials
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You need just two items to start crocheting: a hook and some yarn. However, there are a few other bits and pieces that you’ll need to make some of the projects in this book – but none of them are expensive and you’ll probably have some of them at home already.




Crochet hook





Hooks come in different materials and sizes. Each pattern tells you the size you’ll need to make the project.


Beads





These are great for adding extra decoration or sparkle to a project. Just sew them on when the crochet is complete or crochet them into the pattern.


Stitch marker





Markers are used, especially in rounds, where you need to keep track of the beginning of a row or a certain point in your crochet. You can use a piece of thread in a bright colour or a shop-bought marker that looks like a safety pin.
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Buttons





Another way of adding colour and decoration, buttons are especially good as eyes for toys.


Scissors





Always cut your yarn with scissors, don’t break it, even when the pattern says ‘break yarn’.


Sewing needle and thread





You’ll need these to sew decorations and felt additions to your projects.


Scraps of fabric





Keep a sewing basket with scraps of fabric, felt, ribbons and trimmings close by you to help finish some of the projects and add your own personal touch.
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Yarns





You can crochet with all the same yarns that are used for knitting, including some metallic yarns and even string or twine. The projects give you the brand and type of yarn used but if you can’t find an exact match you will still be able to crochet using a similar type of yarn. For example, if the pattern uses an Aran weight yarn, any type of Aran yarn can be substituted.


You can find details of the type of yarn on the ball label, together with suggestions for hook sizes.
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Crochet techniques
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Getting started


Holding the hook


There are two ways of holding the hook in crochet, and you can choose whichever of these feels most natural for you.


1Pick up your hook in your right hand if you are right-handed, or left if you are left-handed, as though you were picking up a pen or pencil, or as if you were picking up a knife, if that feels more comfortable.
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Holding the hook like a pen


2 Keeping the hook held loosely between your fingers and thumb, turn your hand so that the palm is facing up and the hook is balanced in your hand and resting in the space between your index finger and your thumb.


[image: Image]


Holding the hook like a knife


Slip knot


The first loop on the hook in crochet is created by a slip knot.


1 Make a loop of the yarn around your fingers, so that the loop is facing downwards. Hold the loop at the top, where the yarn crosses, and let the tail drop down so that it falls in the centre of the loop. With your free hand or the tip of a crochet hook, pull the tail through the loop so that it makes a second loop (do not pull the end of the yarn all the way through). Pull the knot, so that it tightens loosely.
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2 Slip the hook into the second loop and pull the loop taut around the hook. Do not pull it too tightly or the first chain will be hard to make.
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Holding the yarn


1 Pick up the yarn from the ball with your little finger of the opposite hand to your hook, with your palm facing upwards – so if you are right-handed pick it up with your left hand, if you are left-handed, pick it up with your right hand.
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2 Turn your hand to face downwards, with the yarn on top of your index finger and under the other two fingers and wrapped right around the little finger. Hold the hook steady just under the slip knot, then use your left index finger to create tension in the yarn by keeping it held above the work.
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Crochet stitches


Yarn round hook


To create a stitch, you’ll need to catch the yarn with the hook and pull it through the loop.


1 Holding the yarn and hook in the appropriate hands, hold the tail end of the yarn under the slip knot and catch the working yarn (the ball end) from behind with the hook pointed upwards.
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2 As you gently pull the yarn through the loop on the hook, turn the hook so that it faces downwards and slide the yarn through the loop. The loop on the hook should be kept loose enough so that the hook slides through easily.


Chain


Most crochet projects begin with a length of chain. This is the perfect stitch to practise your tension on, as it is the simplest thing you can do in crochet.


1 Using the hook, wrap the yarn round the hook (see above) and pull it through the loop on the hook, creating a new loop on the hook. One chain is made.
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2 Making sure the stitches are even – not too loose or tight – repeat step 1 to make a length of chain. Keep moving your middle finger and thumb close to the tip of the hook, to hold the work in place with the opposite hand that you hold your hook with.
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Slip stitch


A slip stitch doesn’t create any height and is often used as the last stitch to create a smooth and even round or row.


1 To make a slip stitch, put the hook through the work, yarn round hook.
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2 Pull the yarn through both the work and through the loop on the hook at the same time. One slip stitch made.
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Double crochet (dc)


This is the next crochet stitch to learn once you have got chain right.


1 Make one chain (see page 11). This is called the ‘turning chain’ and you make one at the start of every row of double crochet. Missing the chain you have just made, insert the hook from front to back into the next stitch.
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2 There should be the two strands of the stitch and one loop on the hook. Yarn round hook and pull the yarn through the work to the front. Yarn round hook again.
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3 Yarn round hook again and pull the yarn through the two loops on the hook. You will then have one loop on the hook. One double crochet made.
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Half treble (htr)


This stitch involves a third loop on the hook. You need to work two chain (see page 11) for the turning chain at the start of a row of half treble crochet.


1 Yarn round hook before you insert the hook. Insert the hook in the next stitch, from front to back.
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2 Yarn round hook again and pull through the first loop on the hook only (you now have three loops on the hook).
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3 Yarn round hook and pull the yarn through all three loops. You’ll be left with one loop on the hook. One half-treble made.
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Treble (tr)


1 Work three chain (see page 11) for the turning chain at the start of a row of treble crochet. Before inserting the hook into the work, wrap the yarn round the hook and insert the hook through the work with the yarn wrapped around.
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2 Yarn round hook again and pull through the first loop on the hook (you now have three loops on the hook). Yarn round hook again, pull the yarn through two loops (you now have two loops on the hook).
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3 Yarn round hook and pull the yarn through the two loops. You will be left with one loop on the hook. One treble made.
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Double treble (dtr)


1 Work four chain for the turning chain. Take the yarn round the hook twice, insert the hook into the fifth chain from the hook, yarn round hook, pull a loop through (you now have four loops on the hook). Yarn round hook, pull the yarn through the first two stitches on the hook.
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2 There are now three loops on hook. Yarn round hook again, pull a loop through the next two stitches.
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3 There are now two loops on hook. Yarn round hook, pull a loop through the last two stitches. You will be left with one loop on the hook. One double treble made.
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Triple treble (trtr)


Work five chain for the turning chain. Yarn round hook three times, insert hook into the stitch, yarn round hook, pull a loop through (five loops on hook), yarn round hook, pull the yarn through two stitches (four loops on hook), yarn round hook, pull a loop through the next two stitches (three loops on hook), yarn round hook, pull a loop through the next two stitches (two loops on hook), yarn round hook, pull a loop through the last two stitches. One triple treble made.
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