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MISSION STATEMENT


The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs, and breeding for type and function. Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights of all dog owners, and promote responsible dog ownership.
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The 125th anniversary of the AKC marks the thirty-first year of the AKC Gazette’s Annual Photo Contest. Each year six prizes are awarded for first, second, and third place in both the Color and Black and White categories. Some of the winning photographs are celebrated in this new volume, all images that excel in quality, composition, and originality. Here is photographer Carol Beuchat’s First Place winner for the 2009 Color category.




FOREWORD


At the American Kennel Club, we are passionate about our AKC traditions. As we reach our 125th anniversary, we are proud of our position as the world’s largest not-for-profit registry and our place as the second-oldest sport-governing body in the country. As such, we are continuously striving to preserve and protect the integrity of our registry with technology as well as with our team of field inspectors throughout the country.


We have long known that dog shows and our other events are great family activities, offering participation, competition, and education for all ages. Our events invite participation from all individuals. For the youngsters, there is special competition to hone their skills as well as the opportunity to compete with their adult counterparts in the great variety of dog sports.
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Ronald H. Menaker, Chairman of the Board.


Our range of activities offers something for everyone. For those who focus on the aesthetics of form following function, there are Conformation Events, the dog shows, where judges are guided by the AKC Parent Clubs’ written Standards for each breed. The outdoors people among us may gravitate to Coonhound or Performance Events. Those who are athletically inclined will most likely choose breeds with similar abilities and participate in any or all of our Companion Events, strengthening the communication and bond between dog and owner. Last year alone, our affiliated clubs held 20,000 events with more than 3,000,000 entries!


Of course, at the core of all of our programs is the concern for responsible dog ownership. Without the care and concern for all dogs, these programs would cease to exist. Through education and legislation, public awareness has been raised to new heights and continues to grow stronger.


We invite the public to visit the offices of the American Kennel Club in New York City or in Raleigh, North Carolina. Call for a tour or visit our Web site at www.akc.org.
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Dennis B. Sprung, President/CEO.
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AKC Gazette’s Annual Photo Contest entry 2009, photographer Claire Podlaseck.
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AKC Gazette’s Annual Photo Contest, First Place Color, 2005, photographer Carol Beuchat.




INTRODUCTION


On September 17, 1884, a group of twelve dedicated sportsmen from fourteen clubs responded to a call from Major J. M. Taylor and Mr. Elliot Smith to meet at the Philadelphia Kennel Club in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Each was a Delegate from a dog club that had held a benched show or run Field Trials in the recent past.


The Delegates were deeply committed to the sport of purebred dogs and shared a common desire to establish a “Club of clubs.” The proposed organization would consider all matters concerning Bench Shows and Field Trials. These subjects and more will be dealt with historically in the text that follows. The minutes from that first meeting are reproduced on the following pages.


This book brings you facts about the sport of purebred dogs before the founding of the American Kennel Club. It traces the sport from its early years, the evolution of Group competition, the point system, and Obedience Trials through post–World War II and into the present. It is impossible to completely detail the dynamic growth of the American Kennel Club’s first century between the covers of this book. We have tried to deal with the milestones in the sport of purebred dogs as we know it.


We trust you will enjoy this book as much as we have enjoyed preparing it. We hope that facts contained in this book expand your enjoyment of the sport of purebred dogs.




Philadelphia, Pa


“In pursuance of a call by Major J. M. Taylor &. Elliot Smith for each & every club having held a Bench Show or formed for that purpose both in the United States and Canada to be represented by a Delegate, a large number of men met at the rooms of the Philadelphia Kennel Club at the North East corner of 13th and Market Streets Philadelphia.


At 8:30 p.m. meeting called to order moved and seconded that Elliot Smith act as chairman pro tem that Samuel G. Dixon act as secretary pro tem. Objects of meetings stated to be for the purpose of forming a Club of clubs to consider all dog matters concerning Bench Shows & Field Trials. Moved by J. M. Taylor that a committee of three be appointed by the Chair to examine the credentials of those Delegates present.


The Chair appointed the following committee: Samuel G. Dixon, Geo. N. Appold, and C. M. Munhall. Moved by Maj. Taylor that a list of clubs be made and Delegates’ credentials produced.
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Moved and seconded that a recess of ten minutes be taken to allow com. to examine credentials.







Sept 17th, 1884


Report of Committee on Credentials: Chair. Sam’l G. Dixon reported that “The following gentlemen having appeared before us, made their respective statements and produced their credentials according to which we have formed our decisions. Mr. Dorsey from Howard County Kennel Club having stated that his club was not formed for the purpose of holding Bench Shows—our decision is that he is not a proper representative to this meeting. The following men are accepted;


[image: image]


Mr. R. T. Green, having produced a printed form of the Knickerbocker Kennel Club’s constitution and by-laws which did not mention Bench Shows, our decision is that he is not a proper representative to this meeting. Report of credentials committee was accepted. Moved, seconded and passed that Mr. Elliot Smith be elected permanent Chairman. Moved and seconded that Chair appoint a committee to draft a constitution and by-laws. Chair appointed; Maj. J. M. Taylor, Mr. J. A. Nickerson, Mr. Sam’l G. Dixon, Mr. W. B. Shattuc. Moved and seconded that chairman be added to above committee. Carried.


Moved that the meeting adjourn to meet again at 8 o’clock pm on Oct 22nd 1884 in New York City. Seconded and carried.”


Sam’l G. Dixon Sec’y P.T., per p.
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Edwin Frederick Holt’s Champion Dogs of the Early 1860s, given to The AKC Museum of the Dog by Marie A. Moore. The nine breeds represented are the Pointer, the Foxhound, the Greyhound, the Black and Tan Terrier (renamed Manchester Terrier in 1874), the Bullmastiff, the White English Terrier (now extinct), the Bulldog, the Mastiff, and the Smooth Fox Terrier.
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IN THE BEGINNING


People and dogs have been inseparable since recorded time. Dogs are mentioned repeatedly in early books of the Bible, and a representation of a dog can be found at the Amten tomb in Egypt, dating from 4000 to 3500 BC. This supports the premise that the dog was one of the earliest domesticated animals.


Dog competitions of various kinds have been documented for centuries. Such events were informal, offering showcases for grading the hunting, coursing, and even fighting abilities of various strains of dogs. Dogs are competitors by nature, and, at their masters’ requests, will enthusiastically enter competitive situations. This uninhibited compliance strengthens the bonding process, which has been well documented. It is no wonder, then, that today’s dog is the most sought-after and trusted of all animals.


Dog shows as we know them are a relatively recent phenomenon. They follow centuries of dogs working as hunting, coursing, guard, and draft animals, and of course being our companions. Sadly, dogs have also been exploited in cruel activities such as bullbaiting, bearbaiting, and dog fights. Through all of these types of contests, people learned early on that selective breeding could produce offspring with predictable characteristics. It was found that traits such as shape, size, temperament, and special abilities could be predicted by selective breeding. Thus, generations of the same strain were reasonably uniform with respect to these important qualities. “Breeding in line” became the rule. Although no accurate records exist, there is little doubt that knowledgeable dog men of yesteryear knew what to expect, within limits, from specific matings. This led to the predictability of type, skills, and temperament.
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Ad for an early dog fight at the Westminster Pit, 1819.


EARLY CONTESTS


Competitive dog activities in England prior to 1859 suggested a pattern for Americans to follow in staging their own events (see Chapter 2). The English events were very informal affairs, without uniform rules. Strictly local in entry and attendance, they were most often held in neighborhood taverns. Townspeople responded well to the exhibitions, which grew steadily in popularity and frequency.


One such exhibition was described in an article by poet and writer Gerald Massey and portrayed by R. Marshall in an 1855 oil painting that now hangs in the offices of The Kennel Club (England). It shows a group of fanciers and their dogs at a ring formed by tables in a tavern. Jemmy Shaw, owner of the tavern, is standing in the ring. Such efforts were generally referred to as Pot House Shows.


Other, more gruesome, competitions were often staged at the same locales. In fact, Jemmy Shaw advertised “Public Ratting Sports Every Tuesday Evening,” followed on Wednesdays by “Canine Exhibitions.” Shaw, like many proprietors of public houses, was involved deeply in a variety of dog-related contests and sports. In fact, he had catered to the “doggy set” at a tavern he had previously owned, the Blue Anchor, which served as the headquarters for the Toy Dog Club. One of these Toy dogs was Shaw’s own English Toy Terrier, Tiny the Wonder, who held the record for killing 200 rats in a rat pit in 54 minutes, no small accomplishment.


Early reports also list the Elephant and Castle, another tavern, as the site of various canine competitions, including a Specialty Show for Toy Spaniels in 1834. And the infamous Westminster Pit has gone down in history as the locale for such brutal encounters as bullbaiting and bearbaiting by dogs, fought to the death of one or more of the unlucky participants. Such public engagements disappeared gradually, although clandestine dog fights persist even today.
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A match show at Jemmy Shaw’s Queen’s Head Tavern, 1855. From an oil painting by R. Marshall, 1855.


In addition to public house shows and the baiting and fighting encounters, dogs were included in district fair competitions for livestock, beginning in the late 1700s. In the country, large landowners with substantial kennels of hounds put their bitches in whelp “out to walk” in the homes of tenants on their estates, where the puppies could be raised in a homelike atmosphere and receive great personal care. The contact with people, including children, nurtured the proper emotional development of the young stock. The practice of putting bitches “out to walk” continued well into the twentieth century.


In time, local contests developed to the point that these young animals met competitively. Prizes were awarded for the best developed, most promising, and so on. Although generally limited to the Hound breeds, these local competitions were important to the early development of dog shows. They alerted people to the importance of condition and uniformity of type, while at the same time sharpening the competitive urge. By the late 1850s in England, informal matches and public house shows were not enough. Forward-thinking fanciers began to seek better outlets for their interest in competition.


EARLY ORGANIZED SHOWS AND TRIALS


The first organized dog show took place on June 28 and 29, 1859, staged out of the tavern atmosphere at Newcastle-on-Tyne. Although the entry was relatively small, the event was well organized. Preshow entries were accepted, and a printed catalog was available. The Field advertised the show on May 28, 1859. The entry of sixty dogs was limited to Pointers and Setters, which suggests the major area of breed interest at the time. The judges for Pointers were J. Jobling, T. Robson, and J. H. Walsh (aka Stonehenge), while the Setters were passed on by Robson, Walsh, and F. Foulgar. The show at Newcastle-on-Tyne was followed the next year by one at Birmingham, which drew an entry of 267 dogs and included an all-breed classification.


Organizers of the 1860 Birmingham show broke the all-breed classification down into Division 1 breeds—Sporting—and Division 2 breeds, which included some Working, some Non-Sporting, some Toys, and a few Terriers. Division 2 at this show was the forerunner of Group divisions. A class for foreign non-sporting dogs was also offered, but there were no entries. In the years that followed, established shows grew in size and number.


The first organized Field Trial was held at Southill on April 18, 1865, with Rev. Thomas Pearce (Idstone) and a Mr. Walder as judges. The Trial was called a success, although that opinion occasioned considerable controversy in sporting papers. Only sixteen entries competed, including Pointers (large and small) and Setters (English, Irish, and Gordon). Subsequent Trials, with improved turnouts, were staged at Stafford, Bala, Shrewsbury, and several other locations. These subsequent Trials are reported in detail in the first volume of The Kennel Club Stud Book, which covers the years 1859–1874.


The first show staged under the aegis of The Kennel Club (England) was the Crystal Palace event of June 16–20, 1873, with an entry of 975 dogs. Following this event, attention turned to the production of a printed stud record for all registered dogs. After much discussion about an editor capable of producing such a book, Frank C. S. Pearce, the son of the aforementioned Rev. Pearce, was selected. Pearce proved to be an excellent choice. The first volume of The Kennel Club Stud Book: A Record of Dog Shows and Field Trials appeared in 1874. The book is quite impressive, with more than 600 pages of breeding particulars for 4,027 dogs together with show and Field Trial results dating back to 1859. The honor of being number one belonged to G. T. Rushton’s Bloodhound bitch Abeille, whelped in 1865. Pearce continued as editor of the Stud Book. A second volume was issued in July 1875.


The Kennel Club (England) experienced many of the problems that plague infant organizations. However, mature thinking and careful planning prevailed. Some opposition to policies became apparent in 1875, but it was quickly resolved. Since then, The Kennel Club and its activities have progressed with minimal difficulty. Those who wish to learn more about the early development of this institution should read The Kennel Club: A History and Record of Its Worth (London, 1905) by E. W. Jaquet, published by The Kennel Gazette. This is a fully annotated volume that offers historical background, biographical sketches of many important club members, a record of actions by several committees, and much more. Jaquet was secretary of The Kennel Club at the time.


Early dog shows in England that led to the birth of The Kennel Club preceded similar actions in America by several years. The English experience served as a preview of many of the problems that confronted Americans in their desire to become part of this new and exciting sport.
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Jean-Baptiste Oudry’s Pointer Pointing at Quail, 1726, given to The AKC Museum of the Dog by Mr. and Mrs. Philip S. P. Fell.
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EARLY AMERICAN SCENE


The early American development of dog contests included dog fighting and baiting as well as hunting and general field activities. Matches and field competitions involving Pointers, Setters, and Hounds, while generally local in entry, were numerous and widespread. New World dog fanciers were both active and knowledgeable, and many wealthy landowners maintained private packs of Hounds for hunting. In so doing, they kept detailed kennel records that demonstrated knowledgeable breeding practices designed to improve their stock.


PRESIDENTIAL PARTICIPATION


George Washington had a strong kennel of Foxhounds at Mount Vernon and maintained written records of individual dogs dating to 1758. He was very particular about their bloodlines and kept detailed accounts of each of his dogs, including all new litters.


Washington’s love of dogs continued through his life. In 1785, his kennel was enlarged by a gift of seven French hounds from General Lafayette. Washington hunted these dogs, and his diary contains a number of interesting observations upon their performance.
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Title page from the first American stud book by Arnold Burges, 1876.


George Washington’s Hound pack is only one of many documented during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. This was to be expected, as most American sportsmen closely followed English activity in this area. Such sporting papers as John S. Skinner’s American Turf Register, first published in 1829, included both English and American field-sport information. Another early periodical, the United States Sporting Magazine, begun in 1835 and edited by C.R. Colden, had sections offering considerable information on hunting, dog care and training, and other related topics.


The most important publication in this area was The American Kennel and Sporting Field, by Arnold Burges. Published in 1876, it includes the first organized stud record to be published in America. The number one dog was a black, tan, and white English Setter named Adonis, owned by George Delano of New Bedford, Massachusetts. Adonis is listed as being sired by Leicester out of Doll, who was imported in whelp. Burges included breeding particulars for a total of 327 dogs: 55 English Setters, 50 Gordon Setters, 71 Irish Setters, 64 native Setters (basically, English Setters), 44 crossbred Setters (any combination of English, Gordon, and Irish), 34 Pointers, and 9 Spaniels of various breeds (Clumber, Cocker, and Irish Water).


Burges’s book offers another important dividend: an annotated chronological listing of the first dog competitions in America. It begins with the Illinois State Sportsmen’s Association of Chicago event held on June 2, 1874. Since no awards, only a general commendation, were given, this affair cannot be considered a true dog show. Problems plagued the second attempt, which was staged under the auspices of the New York State Sportsmen’s Association in Oswego, New York, on June 22, 1874. Only two dogs and one bitch were entered. Under the circumstances, no awards were given.




Two Generals and Their Hounds


During the American Revolution, Washington’s interest and affection for dogs led him to return a stray hound to General Howe, the British commander. This return was made by special courier, under a flag of truce. The courier also delivered this note:


“General Washington’s compliments to General Howe,—does himself the pleasure to return to him a dog, which accidentally fell into his hands, and by the inscription on the collar, appears to belong to General Howe.”


In his reply, General Howe recognized that dogs have always provided a common meeting ground for all persons under all and sundry circumstances.
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Stud book editorial page, 1881. Dr. Nicholas Rowe’s comments regarding the journal’s name change from The Chicago Field to The American Field.


On October 7, 1874, a show held in Mineola, New York, under the rules of The Kennel Club (England), had entries in Pointers, Irish Setters, Gordon Setters, and “Setters of any breed.” There was a satisfactory entry, and this event is considered to be the first American dog show. The very next day, October 8, 1874, the Tennessee Sportsmen’s Association held a combined dog show and Field Trial in Memphis. This was the first such combined event and the first organized Field Trial in America. Once again, the dog show portion of the meeting was conducted under the rules of The Kennel Club.


A competition in Detroit followed on January 14–21, 1875. It was open to “dogs besides those devoted to field sports” and was probably the first truly all-breed event in America. Unfortunately, the report in Burges’s book on the Detroit show carries results limited to the Sporting breeds, which brings up the question of whether any other breeds were involved. It is interesting to note that classes for Pointers were divided into Pointers over 55 pounds and Pointers not exceeding 55 pounds.


Other events in 1875 included the Rod and Gun Club show, Springfield, Massachusetts, April 28–29; the Watertown, New York, show, May 3; the Paris, Kentucky, show, June 3; the Mineola, New York, show, June 23–24 (its second event); and the New England Association Fair in Manchester, New Hampshire, September 7–10.


The Tennessee Sportsmen’s Association staged a second annual event on October 27, 1875, in Memphis. It was an unusual affair for this early date, as it included Sweepstakes and Puppy Stakes together with the inaugural Classes for Braces and a “free-for-all” Stake open to Setters and Pointers, regardless of age, for the “Championship of America.” Five entries competed for the cup, valued at $150, together with the considerable prize money of $250 for first place, $150 for second place, and $100 for third place. The entry fee was $25 per dog, which shows that high entry fees existed even then. The Memphis show had several other Stakes as well, making it an event that truly departed from the simple format used for the early events.


Burges’s 1876 book was basically a stud record that also reported the results of some early dog shows and some isolated field activities. Burges did not attempt to include reports of such exhibitions as fairs and farm events that exhibited dogs along with many other animals. He contemplated updating his stud record in new editions but never did so. In 1882, a revised edition of The American Kennel and Sporting Field was published, correcting errors in the 1876 publication. In his preface to this edition, Burges gave the following reasons for not continuing the effort:


[S]ince I wrote The American Kennel and Sporting Field and have therein the first list of canine pedigrees ever issued in this country, I stated in the Preface my intention to revise that list from time to time so as to keep pace with the importations and breeding of sporting dogs. This intention was, however, frustrated by the organization of the National American Kennel Club, in 1876, having for its object, among others, the issue of an official stud book, and as I recognized the fact that a National Club could give to such a work a character no private individual could, I withdrew The American Kennel and Sporting Field from the competition. The book has consequently remained unrevised until now…In a country where field sports have but recently come into general recognition, and where but a few years since canine breeding and selling was confined to a disreputable class, a short time naturally produces great alterations, and the writer who honestly tries to keep up with the developments of the day, will find himself compelled to retract assertions, made upon the authority of different circumstances.




Breeds Recognized in the Early Years






	
1878




	
Chesapeake Bay Retriever, Clumber Spaniel, Cocker Spaniel, English Setter, Gordon Setter, Irish Setter, Irish Water Spaniel, Pointer, Sussex Spaniel








	
1885




	
Basset Hound, Beagle, Bloodhound, Bull Terrier, Collie, Dachshund, Fox Terrier, Greyhound, Harrier, Irish Terrier, Mastiff, Pug, Saint Bernard, Scottish Terrier, Yorkshire Terrier








	
1886




	
American Foxhound, Bedlington Terrier, Bulldog, Dandie Dinmont Terrier, English Toy Spaniel, Italian Greyhound, Newfoundland, Scottish Deerhound, Toy Manchester Terrier








	
1887




	
Great Dane, Mexican Hairless (dropped in 1959), Poodle, Skye Terrier, Standard Manchester Terrier, Wirehaired Pointing Griffon (originally Russian Setter)








	
1888




	
Airedale Terrier, Dalmatian, Eskimo Dog (dropped in 1959), Japanese Chin (originally Japanese Spaniel), Maltese, Old English Sheepdog, Pomeranian, Welsh Terrier, Whippet








	
1891




	
Borzoi (originally Russian Wolfhound)








	
1893




	
Boston Terrier








	
1894




	
Field Spaniel








	
1897




	
Irish Wolfhound








	
1898




	
French Bulldog















Burges’s perception was correct, as there had been substantial activity in several areas since the first edition in 1876. The number of shows and entrants had burgeoned, and new breeds had appeared. There was also now a rival stud record, The National American Kennel Club Stud Book. But Arnold Burges was the first to publish a stud record in America, and in so doing emphasized the singular impact of such a record upon the growth of interest in purebred dogs. Burges died on March 10, 1888, long before he could see the results of his effort to establish a reliable record for posterity.


THE NATIONAL AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB


The National American Kennel Club rapidly became important in its field. It was founded at the Chicago show on January 26, 1876, with permanent headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri. The officers and committee elected at the Chicago meeting were Dr. N. Rowe, President; J. H. Whitman, First Vice-President; E. C. Sterling, Second Vice-President; C.H. Turner, Secretary; and Luther Adams, Treasurer. The executive committee consisted of L. H. Smith, P. H. Bryson, C. H. Raymond, L. V. Lemoyne, W. Jarvis, Arnold Burges, S. H. Turrill, E. O. Greenwood, and C. F. Demuth.


The majority of the new Club’s members were Field Trial oriented and not active in dog shows. Preparation and publication of the Stud Book were the responsibility of President Rowe, who had excellent credentials for the task. Rowe, editor of American Field, a leading sporting paper of the time that still exists today, was a well-known writer as well as an active dog breeder and exhibitor. Unfortunately, work on the registry was slow, and it was not until 1879 that the initial volume was published. This volume includes particulars for 1416 dogs registered through 1878. The registrants are broken down into seven major divisions: English Setters, Irish Setters, Gordon Setters, crossbred Setters, Pointers, Spaniels, and Chesapeake Dogs and Retrievers. The Spaniel division embraces a number of variants, including Irish Water, Clumber, Cocker, Sussex, Retrieving, and Water Spaniels.


Typical entry information in The National American Kennel Club Stud Book is offered for the aforementioned English Setter dog Adonis: “George E. Delano, New Bedford, Ma., breeder/owner; whelped 1875; black, white, and tan; by Leicester (by Llewellin’s Dan), out of Lill III.” Adonis is the same dog recorded as number one in Burges’s earlier stud record. However, there he is recorded as being sired by Leicester out of Doll. The discrepancy illustrates that early records were not without error.
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Cover of the very first Westminster Kennel Club Show catalogue, 1877


The first volume of this stud book includes a great variety of information. There are the constitution and bylaws of the National American Kennel Club, the club’s Bench Show and Field Trial rules, breeding particulars for the 1,416 dogs registered, and results for nine Bench Shows held from 1876 to 1878. The book also includes the results of five Field Trials: Memphis (1874, 1875, and 1876), Iowa (1877), and Nashville (1877).




Crossbred Setters


The crossbred Setter classification is interesting since it was not unusual at the time to mix blood to gain improved performance. Crossbred Setters were rather popular, as evidenced by the 258 stud book entries that include double and triple crosses of the Setter breeds. A note at the beginning of the crossbred section suggests that the records were not always well kept. “Owing to the indefinite character of some of the pedigrees,” the note reads, “it was impossible to decide to what breed certain dogs belonged. They are therefore included in the present class to save disregarding them altogether.” This is indeed a frank and interesting statement.





Among the Bench Shows reported is the Westminster Kennel Club’s first dog show, held on May 8–10, 1877. What is not mentioned is that the event was extended through May 11 as a result of the crowd’s desire to view the 1,201 dogs entered. This event is the second oldest continuous sporting event in the country (the Kentucky Derby is the oldest). A complete history of the Westminster show appears in The Dog Show—125 Years of Westminster by William F. Stifel, published in 2001.


Dr. Rowe continued to produce The National American Kennel Club Stud Book, publishing the second volume in 1885. This edition is marked as being “printed by N. Rowe for the National American Kennel Club” even though the club had changed its name in 1884 to the National Field Trial Club and had dropped all interest in Bench Shows.


The American Kennel Club had been organized in 1884 and had assumed full jurisdiction over Bench Shows. In 1886, Dr. Rowe assembled and published the third volume of the stud record, which was issued in quarterly installments and called The American Kennel Stud Book. Dr. Rowe, who had full title to the stud record, subsequently offered the initial three volumes gratis to the infant AKC, which accepted them. Without Rowe’s effort and generosity, the initiation of a stud book would have been delayed for many years and would not be as extensive as it is with respect to the early entries.
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“Father of the Stud Book,” Arnold Burges was the author of The American Kennel and Sporting Field (1876), and contributed vastly to the early record keeping of purebred dogs.


Dr. Rowe’s effort to improve the lot of purebred dogs, particularly field dogs, never wavered, and he worked tirelessly from about 1874 toward the completion of a new endeavor, The Field Dog Stud Book. This effort was approaching realization at the time of his death in 1896 at age fifty-four. Fortunately, Mrs. Rowe, who had always assisted her husband, carried on both the American Field magazine and the final preparation of The Field Dog Stud Book. Published in 1901, The Field Dog Stud Book has been continued from then on, enjoying reciprocity with The American Kennel Club Stud Book.


[image: image]


Whelped in 1873 in England and imported by Arnold Burges in 1877, the handsome blue belton English Setter known as Druid was an excellent bird dog and an important bench winner and sire in the United States.


A third national stud record, the American Kennel Register, backed by the Forest and Stream publishing company, appeared in 1881 as a monthly publication. It included a stud record in the form of a stud book with much useful information: a registration number assigned to each dog, show results, and reports on important happenings. It was an excellent editorial effort. The magazine ceased publication after the January/ February 1889 issue. The newly founded American Kennel Club had offered to take over this stud book to ensure continuity, but Forest and Stream refused the offer, and the American Kennel Register disappeared from view.


With the consolidation of the stud records into The American Kennel Club Stud Book and with the formation of the AKC itself, the American stage was set for the future growth and development of the sport of purebred dogs.
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Maud Earl’s Irish Members, c. 1902, given to The AKC Museum of the Dog by Helen M. Best and family in memory of John S. Best. Depicted are two Irish Terriers owned by Mr. Frank Clifton.




3


BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB


When the National American Kennel Club changed its name to the National Field Trial Club in 1884 and altered its direction to embrace field dogs only, dog shows were left without a central governing body. Regardless, many established Bench Shows continued because the public’s interest in this activity grew steadily, and serious efforts to form a national kennel club came from several sources.


Major James M. Taylor, an experienced dog judge and breeder, and Elliot Smith of the Westminster Kennel Club each put forth such an effort, but both attempts failed. However, a group of twenty-five dedicated fanciers then petitioned Taylor and Smith to renew their efforts. This petition was in the form of a “Call for a Kennel Club” that appeared in the August 1884 issue of the American Kennel Register. It reads:


Editor American Kennel Register:


In view of the conflicting actions of the Westminster Kennel Club and of Major Taylor relative to the inception of a National Kennel Club, and the danger of the proposal falling through thereby, we respectfully ask you to issue a call for a meeting of exhibitors and clubs to form such a Kennel Club, and that you prepare a plan of organization, work, etc., for such a club, to be considered at this meeting. It seems very desirable that the co-operation of so respected and experienced a judge as Major Taylor, and so old and influential an organization as the Westminster Kennel Club, should both be secured to this object.


The “call” evoked a substantial response from fanciers and clubs across the United States and Canada. Taylor and Smith both backed the effort and aided its progress in every possible way. A meeting was scheduled for September 17–18, 1884, in Philadelphia, during the Philadelphia Dog Show. Delegates from American and Canadian clubs attended; these clubs included Illinois, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, Westminster (New York), Montreal, New England (Boston), New Haven, Kentucky, Baltimore, Cleveland, New Brunswick (Canada), London (Canada), and St. Louis—thirteen clubs in all. Several other groups had representatives who were not admitted to the meeting because their bylaws did not mention Bench Shows, a point of substantial importance at the time.


The major order of business at this meeting was twofold: first, to select a suitable name for the organization, and second, to appoint a committee to draft a constitution and bylaws. This committee was to make a report in New York during the week of Westminster Kennel Club’s first annual show for Non-Sporting Dogs, October 21–24, 1884. The committee consisted of Elliot Smith, Chairman; J. A. Nickerson; W. B. Shattuc; Major Taylor; and S. G. Dixon.


On October 22, 1884, the newly drafted constitution and bylaws were approved at the New York meeting, and officers were elected for the ensuing year. The proposed name of the club was the National Bench Show Association. It was also proposed that membership should consist of clubs only, not individuals. The documents were approved after some changes and additions, including a change in name from the National Bench Show Association to the American Kennel Club. The officers elected were Major J. M. Taylor (Lexington, Kentucky), President; Elliot Smith (New York, New York), First Vice-President; and Samuel Coulson, Second Vice-President.


[image: image]


AKC Gazette’s Annual Photo Contest entry 2009, photographer Charles Guthrie III.


THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB IS FORMED


The October 22, 1884, meeting in New York marked the true beginning of the American Kennel Club as a structured organization—a club with a name, a constitution, bylaws, and a full complement of officers.


The second annual meeting of the American Kennel Club was held in Philadelphia on May 19, 1885. A hotly contested election at that meeting yielded the following results: Major Taylor, President (by a six to five vote); Elliot Smith, First Vice-President; A. W. Pope, Second Vice-President; G. E. Osborn, Secretary; and E. Comfort, Treasurer. Some friction existed in the new club, as evidenced by the close margin of Taylor’s election and also by the fact that this annual meeting was convened only about seven months after the first meeting. The committee that had been previously appointed to revise the constitution and bylaws submitted a more concise version, which was accepted.




Women in the Dog Sport


Breeder, judge, and author Anna H. Whitney was the first woman invited to judge AKC shows. She judged throughout Europe and the United States, including sixteen Westminster assignments between 1888 and 1913.


In 1928, Mrs. Reginald F. May-hew, noted expert on Pomeranians and Wire Fox Terriers, became the first woman to officiate on a Westminster BIS panel, which then consisted of five judges.
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o require no further comment—the other
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A remarkable and well known favorite, as his fame bears ex-
tensive proof —to fight from the scratch,

ON WEDNESDAY, 16th of JUNE, 1819,
at 6 o'clock in theevening precisely —Doors opea at half past 5.
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