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In "With Rimington," L. March Phillipps weaves a compelling narrative that transports readers into the heart of the enigmatic world of landscape and nature. The book employs a lyrical prose style that balances vivid imagery with introspective reflections, placing it firmly within the tradition of nature writing, while also drawing influences from the romantic poets. Through meticulous observation and philosophical musings, Phillipps invites readers to contemplate the intricate relationship between humanity and the natural world, as he journeys alongside the titular Rimington, exploring themes of loss, connection, and the quest for belonging against the backdrop of breathtaking landscapes. L. March Phillipps, a seasoned writer and environmental enthusiast, brings a wealth of personal experience to this work. His upbringing in the rural countryside and education in environmental studies have profoundly shaped his understanding of nature and humanity's place within it. This intimate connection to the land is palpable throughout the narrative, reflecting his desire to advocate for ecological mindfulness and ignite a deeper appreciation for the environment among his readers. Recommended for lovers of nature literature and those seeking a meditative reading experience, "With Rimington" serves as a poignant exploration of life's complexities through the lens of nature. Phillipps'Äôs eloquent prose and insightful observations make this book a must-read for anyone yearning to reconnect with the world around them.
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In "The Sad Shepherd," Henry Van Dyke weaves a poignant narrative exploring themes of loss, love, and reconciliation within the pastoral setting of the English countryside. The text employs a lyrical and reflective prose style that intertwines poetic elements with philosophical musings, inviting readers into a meditative contemplation on the human condition. Set against the backdrop of nature, the story delves into the emotional struggles of its characters, encapsulating the essence of Van Dyke's broader literary pursuits, which often emphasize the harmony between humanity and the natural world. Henry Van Dyke was a multifaceted figure of his time, a clergyman, educator, and author whose spiritual insights deeply influenced his writing. His experiences as a pastor and professor cultivated a profound understanding of human emotions and struggles, elements that come to life in "The Sad Shepherd." Van Dyke's keen observations of human interactions are often reflective of his personal beliefs and the theological underpinnings of his era, contributing to the book's rich emotional landscape. This work is highly recommended for readers seeking not only a beautiful narrative but also a philosophical exploration of life's complexities. Van Dyke's ability to blend the idyllic with the introspective makes "The Sad Shepherd" a timeless reflection on what it means to be human, encouraging readers to reflect on their own lives amidst the eternal dance of nature.
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In "Moorland Idylls," Grant Allen weaves a tapestry of intimate narratives set against the sweeping beauty of the English moors. This collection of interconnected stories deftly captures the interplay between nature and human experience, employing a lyrical style that is rich in sensory detail. Allen's prose evokes the moorland's vastness, while also delving into the complexities of rural life, lost love, and the quiet resilience of its inhabitants. Engaging with the themes of isolation and connection, Allen situates his work within the broader context of late Victorian literature, where the rapid industrialization of England often overshadowed the serenity of the countryside. Grant Allen, a Canadian author and biologist, emerged as a significant literary voice during the late 19th century. His fascination with the natural world, coupled with his scientific background, profoundly influenced his writing. Allen's deep-rooted appreciation for landscapes and his observations of human behavior allowed him to create authentic and relatable characters, deeply reflective of the society of his time. "Moorland Idylls" is a must-read for enthusiasts of pastoral literature and anyone seeking solace in the written word. With its evocative imagery and relatable narratives, this collection invites readers to escape into a world where nature and humanity converge, making it an essential addition to both literary and rural studies.
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In "The Unspeakable Scot," T. W. H. Crosland presents a provocative critique of Scottish identity during the early 20th century, weaving together a tapestry of social commentary, satire, and vivid character studies. Crosland employs a distinctive literary style marked by its wit, irony, and incisive observations, positioning his work within the broader context of post-Victorian literature that sought to explore the complexities of national identity. The book bridges the gap between fiction and sociopolitical discourse, drawing readers into a multifaceted exploration of the often-unpalatable aspects of Scottish society, culture, and politics. T. W. H. Crosland, a journalist and novelist renowned for his sharp critique of contemporary British society, was deeply influenced by his own Scottish heritage. His experiences and observations of the regional socio-political atmosphere shaped his narrative, prompting Crosland to illuminate the discrepancies between romanticized notions of Scotland and its stark realities. His unique perspective as both an insider and observer empowers his narrative with authenticity, enriching the exploration of identity that he undertakes. This book is recommended for readers who seek a deeper understanding of Scotland'Äôs cultural landscape while navigating the intricate interplay of humor and seriousness. Crosland'Äôs incisive prose will appeal to those interested in the shifting dynamics of national identity and the underlying tensions of early 20th-century Scotland.
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In "Beside the Still Waters," Charles Beard blends autobiographical elements with philosophical reflections, weaving a narrative that explores the tranquility and tumult inherent in human existence. His prose is characterized by lyrical elegance and a contemplative tone, reflecting the influences of American Transcendentalism and Romanticism. Beard's meticulous attention to detail invites readers to ponder the intricate relationship between nature and the human spirit, as he meditates on themes of solitude, introspection, and renewal amidst life's chaos. Charles Beard, a prominent American historian and social critic, drew from his own experiences and profound understanding of societal structures to craft this introspective work. His academic background and engagement with the philosophical undercurrents of his time deeply informed this book. Beard's insights into history were shaped by his commitment to exploring the human condition, prompting a personal examination of faith, love, and the search for meaning that resonates throughout "Beside the Still Waters." Readers seeking a thought-provoking journey through the intersections of nature, introspection, and existential inquiry will find Beard's work both enriching and compelling. This book serves as a gentle reminder of the significance of reflection and the tranquility that can be found in the stillness of nature, making it a valuable addition to any literary collection.
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In the spring of 1876 and of 1877, letters under the heading “Uppingham by the Sea” were published in The Times newspaper, and were read with interest by friends of the school. We have thought the following narrative would be best introduced to those readers under a name already pleasantly familiar to them, and have borrowed, with the writer’s permission, the title of his sketches for our own more detailed account of the same events.

The readers whom we have in view will demand no apology for the attempt to supply a circumstantial record of so memorable an episode in the school’s history. It deserves indeed an abler historian; but one qualification at any rate may be claimed by the present writer: an eye-witness from first to last, but a minor actor only in the scenes he chronicles, he enjoyed good opportunities of watching the play, and risks no personal modesty in relating what he saw.

The best purpose of the narrative will have been served if any Uppingham boy, as he reads these pages, finds in them a new reason for loyalty to the society whose name he bears.

June 27th, 1878,

Founder’s Day.

CHAPTER I.—EXILES, OLD AND NEW.
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“O what have we ta’en?” said the fisher-prince,

 “What have we ta’en this morning’s tide?

Get thee down to the wave, my carl,

And row me the net to the meadow’s-side.”

In he waded, the fisher-carl,

And “Here,” quoth he, “is a wondrous thing!

A cradle, prince, and a fair man-child,

Goodly to see as the son of a king!”

The fisher-prince he caught the word,

And “Hail,” he cried, “to the king to be!

Stranger he comes from the storm and the night;

But his fame shall wax, and his name be bright,

While the hills look down on the Cymry sea.”

Finding of Taliesin.





Elphin, son of Gwyddno, the prince who ruled the coasts between the Dovey and the Ystwith, came down on a May-day morning to his father’s fishing-weir. All that was taken that morning was to be Elphin’s, had Gwyddno said. Not a fish was taken that day; and Elphin, who was ever a luckless youth, would have gone home empty-handed, but that one of his men found, entangled in the poles of the weir, a coracle, and a fair child in it. This was none other than he who was to be the father of Cymry minstrelsy, and whom then and there his rescuers named Taliesin, which means Radiant Brow. His mother, Ceridwen, seeking to be rid of her infant, but loath to have the child’s blood on her head, had launched him in this sea proof cradle, to take the chance of wind and wave. The spot where he came to land bears at this day the name of Taliesin. On the hill-top above it men show the grave where the bard reposes and “glories in his namesake shore.”

* * * * *

There is something magnetic in a famous site: it attracts again a like history to the old stage. Thirteen centuries and a half after the finding of Taliesin, the same shore became once again an asylum for other outcasts, whose fortunes we propose to chronicle.

But since the day when they drifted to land the cradle of the bard, the waves have ebbed away from Gwyddno’s weir, and left a broad stretch of marsh and meadow between it and the present coast, where stands the fishing village of Borth. The village fringes the sea-line with half a mile of straggling cottages; but the eye is caught at once by a massive building of white stone, standing at the head of the long street, and forming a landmark in the plain. This building is the Cambrian Hotel, reared on a scale that would suggest the neighbourhood of a populous health-resort. But the melancholy silence which haunts its doors is rarely broken, between season and season, by the presence of guests, unless it be some chance sportsman in quest of marsh-fowl, or a land-agent in quest of rents.

When, therefore, on the 15th of March, 1876, a party of four visitors—the Rev. Edward Thring, Headmaster of Uppingham School, one of the Trustees of the school, and two of the masters—were seen mounting the steps of the porch, it was a sight to make the villagers wonder by what chance so many guests came to knock at the door in that dead season. Had the wind blown them hither? It blew a hurricane that day on the bleak coasts of Cardigan Bay; but it was a shrewder storm yet which had swept this windfall to the doors of Borth.

The story must be briefly told. On November 2nd, 1875, Uppingham School was dispersed on account of a fever which had attacked both town and school, not without fatal casualties. On January 28th, 1876, the school met again. In the interval the school-houses had been put in complete sanitary order, and though the efforts made to amend the general drainage of the town had been only on a small and tentative scale, it was thought that the school, if secure on its own premises, might safely be recalled, in spite of remaining deficiencies outside those limits. But, tua res agitur—the term began with three weeks of watchful quiet, and then the blow fell again. A boy sickened of the same fever; then, after an interval of suspense, two or three fresh cases made it clear that this was no accident. An inspection of the town drainage, ordered by the authorities, revealed certain permanent sources of danger. It was clear that the interests of school and town, in matters of hygiene as in others, were not separable; perhaps the best fruit of the sequel has been the mutual conviction that those interests are one.

Meanwhile the new illustration of this connection of interests had a formidable significance for the Uppingham masters. Men looked at one another as those do who do not like to give a name to their fears. For what could be done? The school could not be dismissed again. How many would return to a site twice declared untenable? But neither could it be kept on the spot: for there came in unmistakable evidence that, in that case, the school would dissolve itself, and that, perhaps, irrevocably, through the withdrawal of its scholars by their parents from the dreaded neighbourhood. Already the trickling had begun; something must be done before the banks broke, and the results and hopes of more than twenty long working years were poured out to waste.

When the crisis was perceived, a project which had been already the unspoken thought in responsible quarters, but which would have sounded like a counsel of despair had the situation been less acute, was suddenly started in common talk and warmly entertained. Why should we not anticipate calamity by flight? Before the school melted away, and left us teaching empty benches, why should we not flit, master and scholar together, and preserve the school abroad for a securer future afterwards at home?
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