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This book is dedicated to my niece and


Godchild, Susan, who has grown in


favour with God and all who know her




Introduction


Call me Anna is a look at some of the practical aspects involved in aspiring to prophesy. It is written as an attempt to encourage the women in the church to pursue this gift of the Holy Spirit. Prophecy is not so much mere prediction of happenings, as it is the ideas of men and women of vision who can picture with certainty the overruling of events on earth on behalf of heaven.


Some of the people who prophesied in the Bible were women; notably Anna, Deborah, Huldah, and Miriam. This encourages others of us to move ahead without fear or timidity into realms of spiritual experience we may not as yet have considered possible.


Anna was a New Testament prophetess. She was an everyday woman of her own generation. So deeply spiritual, however, she was able to recognise the Saviour of the world when He was still an unknown babe. How did she get to be like that? I believe there are many like-minded women, stepping out of the embryo, waiting behind the scenes, learning in a school of prophecy. This book may help to know how far we still have to go.


Both men and women in the Old and New Testaments, who spoke, as from God, had a variety of personalities. Some of their main characteristics will grip our hearts more than others. Some will be underscored in our lives at various stages. Whatever we are like, Paul tells us that - ‘we may all prophesy one by one.’ (1 Corinthians 4:31) And we need to catch a sense of excitement about the things that matter to God. He is involved with us and is speaking and, within the hierarchy of the church of God, expects His beloved daughters to take their place




1


She is Called


‘Lift up your voice with strength; lift it up,


be not afraid’— ‘I have called you by name.’


Isaiah 40:9 and 43:1





Anna was a widow, Luke tells us, of about eighty-four years of age, who served God in a strange way to our modern ears that is with fasting and prayer. Did you realise that was one way of serving God?


When Moses blessed the tribe of Asher he added the promise ‘as they days, so shall thy strength be.’ Deuteronomy 33:25. Anna was a true daughter of Asher. Thousands of years later, she was blessed by this prophecy of Moses. There was no moping over an early widowhood. Every day and every night too, there was a fresh occasion for proving how a great God gives strength just when and how it is needed. And she was equal to her great day when it came.


Released - you dear sisters who are still with beloved husbands, will not mind me putting it like that - released after fulfilling her seven years of submissive obedience to a husband, her time became full of praise and prayer. She was quite old when her moment arrived but nevertheless well prepared to recognise the Saviour of her people when she saw him as a babe. Her whole life had been a training for this flash of recognition. She was anointed for it. The temple and the sanctuary, with all the vessels, all the service and ritual, were anointed places and set apart for the worship of God. It was here she lived. Anna never left this atmosphere. And she was constantly with others of like mind.


It seemed that no-one’s age was an excuse not to be fasting and worshipping! This must be the source of the energetic inspiration with which she spoke to all she met about her Lord.


This book is written to encourage all my sisters who read it, to follow in her steps - to enter each day with their God, looking wholly to Him but with a rekindled flame of passionate desire to hear what He has to say through their lips to a needy world or perhaps to start a flame, whatever their age or circumstances.





To begin!! There are no blessings outside our Lord Jesus. We are made complete in Him. We are His body, ‘the fullness off Him that fills all in all.’


Ephesians 1:23


Let us, then, possess our possessions that are already given to us. We know that they are given for the common good not for our own benefit. The scriptures are very emphatic about this. They dry up otherwise, don’t they?


So this particular gift of Anna’s is given for the expansion of the church, so that we may make a specific contribution to the spiritual wealth and health of His Body and further His purposes.





The root meaning of the word prophet, I think most people would agree, is ‘someone who is called by God.’ That is the passive sense; the active sense is ‘someone who, in turn, does the calling.’


It is God’s responsibility to call. Then we become the mouth piece or the spokesman.


It may seem hard to realise, but the fact is, that many people do not want to actually hear the voice of God. God said to the Israelites in the wilderness, with Moses as their leader, ‘I will raise up a Prophet and he shall speak.’ He was comparing Moses with His son, who was to come. However, the people did not want that kind of experience - Deuteronomy l8:15. If, to hear God’s voice, meant fire on the mountain as they knew Moses had encountered, then they frankly didn’t want it.





‘This awesome fire will consume us,’ they said, ‘What man can hear the voice of the living God speaking from the heart of the fire and live?’ The holiness of God was too much for them.


Deuteronomy 18:16


What a tragedy! God was ready to show His glory and His greatness and to actually talk to them but they were not ready to receive it.


It is still the same today don’t you think? Not all of us are ready for the full expression of the mind and heart of God. It seems too big an experience and outside our quiet little lives. Also, what He wants to say to the church is not always acceptable. We are all built to live in His Presence and enjoy Him, but He still speaks out of the fire. And that may hurt! God still wants to be in on the action helping, if not actually solving, the whole problem. Before we go any further, we better understand that to prophesy does not mean that we automatically become prophets!





Well, we know that, because we know that we are not a bit like Moses. What we have, and you have probably already exercised it a bit, is the gift of prophecy, distinctive from the work of the prophet, who then becomes a gift himself, or herself, given as a ministry to the church. One may evolve from the other but it does not necessarily follow. God may develop the gift of prophecy into the work of the prophet but this is not automatic. Deuteronomy Chapter 18 is important to us here, as it describes what a clear promise of the coming of Jesus is. God would raise a Prophet (Jesus) like Moses and God’s words would be in his mouth and he would speak all that God commanded him. God was insuring forever that there would be this kind of powerful ministry in the midst of His people, always. From Samuel onward, through men like Elijah, Elisha, Ezekiel, Daniel, right down to John the Baptist, the ministry of the prophet continued.


God went on calling men and women until the ministry was made specific in the Lord Jesus Christ. After that you can see the promise renewed to us in Peter’s sermon in Acts 3:22 and then quoted by Stephen in          Chapter 7:37


‘A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; Him shall you hear.’ Acts 7


Jesus, then, is the absolute fulfilment of this promise to the people of God. In Him we see the completed accomplishment. He was the highest expression of the prophecy.


Stephen takes time before his death to bring together the prophet from the Old Testament and the Prophet in the New. He highlights the past and brings it altogether into the present.





Well, we may not feel called this way, with such dynamic beginnings, but nothing hinders us from starting. Have we the heart for it? Are we ready to use this means, to restore and to heal and to correct? This is a way to comfort and to encourage the people of God and to repair damages.


Maybe, just maybe! we were actually called to this kind of service before our birth like Jeremiah was and we have not realised it yet. God said to Jeremiah that before he was even formed God knew him and while he was still in his mother’s womb, God was arranging for him to be a prophet to the nations. Or perhaps we have begun but due to lack of encouragement, we have petered out somewhere. Well, let us encourage ourselves. This form of service is a very practical way of helping others and that is the point, not how we feel.


When we study the lives of mighty men like Elijah and Moses, their brilliant flight through the pages of the Old Testament could really dampen the most aspiring of us. But I have found that it is usually small things that worry us. Does it matter, for instance, if we are in a crowded service or speaking to a friend in private?


I once wrote a note quickly in longhand, the word that God was speaking, in a very crowded meeting of intercessors. The time was nearly over and the missionary being ministered to by others on the platform had a plane to catch. She was leaving for a further term of some years in a hard and lonely area. I knew nothing of her needs but handed to her what was written as we left the hall. God speaks and we speak. But I was learning and I was a bit slow! I only knew she needed to hear what God had said simply because He had said it.


‘Do not be afraid to go back into the turmoil of activity that was left behind. I will teach you to worship in the centre of the distress and trouble of your life. I am in the sanctuary and though the sweet spices are beaten very small and the sacrifice is turned to ashes, I will have you worship until I am satisfied.’


It sounded very strange and slightly hard to me but, because of it, I learned an important lesson.





The words we minister to others, very often, if not always, become life to us also. We become what we have said and it works itself out for us, too. It costs something to speak God’s word. On another occasion the gathering of people praying was an awe-inspiring size. There were many ‘big’ speakers and lots of personalities. What to do when an inner voice with gentle persistence is met by an equal sense of timidity? Well, the fear of men has to be faced and acknowledged. Speak - or the opportunity is gone at the time He wants His people to hear. There is no need to prophesy to enhance the preacher’s message after he has spoken.


However, it does seem from the scripture that prophets are sometimes allowed to make excuses. It is almost as though, if you are going to be the genuine article, there is a time and place for a lot of reticence and sometimes false humility.





Well, the Open University for Prophets accepts entrants!


No intellectual attainments are necessary. The cost, however, is high. The term has begun. There is a vast and nearly empty market for just the commodity you will want to give away. Although you will not be accepted in your home town when you qualify, you will find there is the interesting possibility that you can do Postgraduate courses while actually working.


At every assignment there will be the Prophet/Teacher with you. Moses said he could not speak.


Jeremiah was too young. One of the greatest, Isaiah, said he was unclean.


When God calls, we are given time for reservations but not for disobedience and, when the right time comes, there can be no skulking behind excuses. We must begin to dispense with everything, in fact, that would hinder us. We women actually have lots of excuses for not doing the work of God. I’m nobody! (Quite true) I’m too young, nothing to say, too tired, too old, too busy, they won’t listen, they won’t believe me. I am very glad, though, that we do not need big words or special learning. Just clean hearts and an all-consuming desire to minister to our sisters and brothers in need, with love. Then we find we come into the presence of a Holy God and hear directly for the sake of others.


If we move on as He leads us with the gift He has given, it may be that God will call us further into the ministry of the prophet. However, we must begin.





We may eventually become:







1. A person who is infused with inspiration and who speaks words beyond her knowledge


2. Someone of vision or a see-er, who receives a revelation while waiting on God.








No man or woman chooses this life for himself, however. You cannot say - ‘I am a true prophet - listen to me!’


You have to live a prophetic-type life. This is the idea expressed in scripture, behind the many illustrations of working prophecy.


You have to hide behind God, as it were, all the time and get on with life, saying to yourself, ‘if that word or that vision is from God, it will come to pass.’


Confidence in God is added, of course, but we still must make it our aim ‘to live a quiet life, minding our own business, earning our own living,’ as Paul says in 1


Thessalonians 4:11.


It may take a lifetime of preparation to say one word.


The time lapse includes prayer for the coming generation who will shine like beacon lights for their peers, bursting quite suddenly into flame. It will be an indistinguishable streaking out of darkness into the world’s careful planning without warning - the fast forward button of our efforts. The ploughing may be deep in our backs and never seen or heard but with the next generation it will come bringing havoc. It will be God’s word and He will be heard.


Nevertheless, we must wake up and wake up now with passion.


Let us stir up the energies of the soul and spirit for our own and our future generation’s sake.





Why are such people called of God? Well, timing is all important and no man chooses himself or when. It may take a lifetime.


God calls prophets at a time of national disaster. He wants to speak to the world through the church. There is a great need of the voice of the Lord among us now. There is a tremendous moral decline in our own country and God needs to be heard.


Prophecy has a price, however. Eli said to the child, Samuel, ‘You must tell all that the Lord has told you,’ 1 Samuel 3:17, meaning, ‘even if you don’t like it and it might hurt someone.’ This is not a time to speak from logic or reasoning. We need divine inspiration. As natural women of our generation we have no automatic qualifying gifts to move others or to lift and help them. The inspirational heart of this kind of ministry is not an easy coming and going. It is one of spending much time with the Lord and we prophesy by faith. However, it is the church door that He is standing at in Revelation 3:20, ready to speak. Outside the building is nothing to look at!


Men need to know what God is saying at a time of national and international disaster.


This was when the Lord called Samuel. God produced the prophet to meet the need. He trains him or her for the coming emergencies. In a way there is no escape. If we are called by God, there is no way out.





Consider just one aspect of the way in which many people live. The real world where the young are growing is the television and computer screens. I was talking to a friend in her sitting room in the school holidays a few days ago. Her young son, actually about nineteen years of age, switched on a video he had just rented. Horror became a mild word! When they are called video nasties, it is an extreme understatement. It bludgeoned the mind. It was like watching activities in hell only I had not thought hell was that bad! It was all in fiery, intoxicating colours, human sacrifice, witchcraft, and hearts torn out. I just did not want to think about it. Of course, we were supposed to go on talking while this was on but after a few minutes while we were subjected to at least six, fast moving extremes of evil, I invited my friend to talk outside her own sitting room! This young man was about to take up the responsibilities of marriage and was a church attender. I was told it was normal for him to sit for at least two hours quite regularly with this kind of video.


The air was clean outside. We spent some time looking at the green grass, listening to the birds and trying to hear what God was saying.


Another dear Christian friend of mine tells me that her grandchildren regularly watch at least two of this kind of video every night during their holidays.


Sin - seduction - spiritual dearth is all here with us now and it is all in our own community. It is a very bleak, black hour in which we live. God, however, has His servants that He is preparing. We may not be aware of the situation. We may be just continuing in a normal way and fulfilling all we have to do. We may be very keen and interested in spiritual things. Very enthusiastic about God’s way of doing things and have all the right equipment. We are just not yet called.


The procedure had to be repeated three times before even Eli grasped what God was doing. Prophecy was a new way of speaking. The power of God behind it all was needed to distinguish between the voice of Eli or God. It does not come until we are ready to say ‘Speak, Lord.’ Then we will be properly equipped. Our word will then be God’s word. We will have a message. It will be like Samuel’s and will make ears tingle. That means boxed ears or warmed up ears after being cold. The key to service is the readiness to hear. There was a bad state spiritually in the country in Eli’s day. Men who were set apart for service were living unholy lives. They were disobedient and had no respect for parents. They were ignorant of true prophecy and no-one was hearing from God. This is the kind of scene that God brought Samuel into. The whole nation was awaking to the fact that a mouthpiece was needed no matter what the cost. The situation demanded it.


Men are quaking now and coming to realise that matters are out of their control. Bright ideas and helpful suggestions are not heaven’s way. Power, however, has already fallen and we have the privilege of knowing how to meet the needs. Yours may not be such an earth-mover of a message but how do you know?! So keep going!





When we are called is God’s prerogative. It is also His when our words are will be fulfilled. Lots of the old time prophets were called when they were very young and had to wait.


Samuel was tiny - just out of infancy into childhood. Mothers take note. Give your child to God before he is born. With Hannah it was actually before conception. She probably spoke to her son in the womb. He certainly heard her praises. There is a certain trend in maternity circles where this is encouraged. It does the foetus good! Let there be no irritations in the atmosphere, speak kindly to the little thing, pat the tummy, talk down to encourage growth and sense of well-being, etc. All good! Actually, Samuel did have a remarkable nine months before he was born. In spite of distress and personal friction in the home and criticism from the church, Hannah was delighted and satisfied with her devotion to the Lord. It could quite easily have been a time of trauma in Samuel’s development, but he moved in the amniotic fluid inside a woman given to worship and communion with her God. What a wonderful beginning to life! The even tenor of her life gave tranquillity to little Sam’s environment.





Dear Jeremiah (I always call him dear as I just feel he needed a lot of comfort!) was called, (Jeremiah 1:5) by God before he was out of the womb. You can’t get a lot younger than that. It would certainly give you emotional freedom from any sense of rejection by being born illegitimately or being adopted.


In our town at one time we had a friend who exercised a prophetic ministry among us while we were young in the faith. He spoke of his own birth before his mother was married and how unwanted he had felt for many years until God spoke to him about Jeremiah and how alike they were. What encouragement it was to him and how loved he felt from then on.





Elisha was called by Elijah when he was very young. He was the youngest of twelve in the family. We know that because he ploughed with the last yoke of oxen, each pair being the responsibility of the next son down. By slaying his own pair of oxen he deliberately gave up his livelihood and put everything behind him.


The young, of course, have a certain fire in their bones to enable them to be fully committed to a cause. It is striking to note God wants young men and women. We equate age with maturity but it is not always the case. For what do we wait? Is there something better? However, it is still vitally important to be ready when God does call, whatever age we are. Age is not the criteria.





Anna was actually over eighty when she spoke the words we remember her for but the life of the little bud-prophetess began in a godly mother. She is called the daughter of Phanuel, her mother, of the tribe of Asher. Asher is a Hebrew word for happy. This is a lovely word to mix with deep religious convictions. This particular branch of the Acierates stayed very close to the Lord. In the old days they were to live among the heathen inhabitants of the land and so become a proving ground for God - to see whether they would keep His way or not. Evidently they did. Anna’s mother and her household were, in their love and loyalty to God, serving Him with the joy that was their heritage. They then produced the right heir in Anna.
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