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1900: On the first day of a new century, from her drawing room at Osborne House, Queen Victoria sat down to record her thoughts. ‘I begin today a New Year and a new century, full of anxiety and fear of what may be before us! May all near and dear ones be protected. I pray that God may spare me yet a short while for my children, friends and dear country …’ The queen had reason to feel less than optimistic. As the year opened, Britain was caught up in the Boer Wars where upwards of 50,000 people perished, including her grandson Prince Christian Victor of Schleswig-Holstein who died of enteric fever. In the Far East, the Boxer Rebellion smouldered but, on a more positive note, Victoria made an historic visit to Dublin and an increasingly rare visit to London. Apart from these excursions she remained at Osborne House. The death from cancer of her second son Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh was a devastating blow. The queen, to date the longest reigning British monarch, now plagued with arthritis, was to survive for another year and three weeks. (Queen Victoria’s Journals, January 1st 1900)
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1792: Today’s Hampshire Chronicle gave notice of the forthcoming sale to be held on Saturday 7th at the Green Dragon Inn, Newport. It was advertised in the following terms:


All that complete, new-built and commodious WATER CORN-MILL known by the name of EAST MEDINA MILL, commonly called BOTANY BAY MILL, situate in the parish of Whippingham in the Isle of Wight. The building is 80 feet in length, 25 feet wide and five doors above each other with a flat roof for drying, and at present can grind 30 loads of wheat per week; and is so constructed that at a small expense it may be made capable of grinding 50 loads of wheat per week, or converted into two commodious mills … No mill in the county of Hants can be better situated for business … being in a plentiful corn county with the convenience of vessels of 70 tons burthen, lying close alongside the mill. For further particulars, apply Mr John Gilbert, Attorney, Newport, Isle of Wight.


The mill had been built in 1790 and possibly got its alternative name from supplying ship’s biscuit to the convict ships that moored nearby. On several occasions it served as a barracks and it ceased trading as a mill in 1939. A fire later caused irreparable damage and it was demolished in 1950. The site is now a marina known as Island Harbour. (Hampshire Chronicle, January 2nd 1792)
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1891: A ball planned on this day to celebrate the appointment of Prince Henry of Battenberg as Governor of the Isle of Wight and Keeper of Carisbrooke Castle was postponed because the banqueting hall at Osborne would not be ready for some time. The day was saved when the event was transferred instead to Northwood House at Cowes. The Hampshire Telegraph reported that by going to Cowes the old traditions of entertaining royalty would be revived. As it explained: ‘The late owner, Mr Ward had had theological rather than social tastes, and when he came into the property, shortly after his secession to the Roman Church, his first act was to obliterate the frescoes on the drawing room walls as being too Pagan to be proper in the home of a Papist gentleman. Perhaps it was with some chagrin that he learned later that they were the copy of a set within the Vatican.’ (Hampshire Telegraph, January 3rd 1891)
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1853: Feelings ran high when Felix Cosgrove, a former private with the Connaught (88th) Rangers based at Parkhurst Barracks, was forcibly detained and forbidden to deliver a lecture at Ryde. Cosgrove had devoted much of his time to studying subjects of a ‘scientific, historical and metaphysical nature’ and by lecturing on these themes he had raised sufficient money to buy himself out of the army. His discharge date was December 31st 1852. Leaflets had been distributed announcing the lecture, the title being ‘Popery, and the Idolatries Practised in the Church of Rome’. Cosgrove’s regiment, the 88th Volunteers, was a Catholic unit and the day before the lecture two soldiers, armed with muskets and fixed bayonets, called at Cosgrove’s lodgings and forcibly escorted him through Newport and to the orderly room at the barracks. He was ordered by his commanding officer not to give the lecture. When he questioned whose authority they acted on, he was told that a letter had been received from a ‘Catholic in Ryde’. The officer refused to give the correspondent’s name. An investigation was demanded into the forcible restraint of Felix Cosgrove, no longer a serving soldier, on the say-so of a priest. The army was apparently an unwilling instrument in carrying out this act. (Isle of Wight Observer, January 4th 1853)
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1947: In good weather the Greek ship Varvassi, carrying nearly 25,000 boxes of mandarins, 438 casks of wine and various ores, ran aground on the submerged rocks about 100 yards from the Needles. The Yarmouth lifeboat immediately went to her assistance but she declined help, waiting instead for a tug to pull her free. Overnight the weather worsened; waves enveloped the ship and it was taking on water. Despite the efforts of the crew the only answer was to abandon ship. All thirty-five aboard were safely taken to Yarmouth in lifeboats. Here they received terrific kindness, being fed and clothed at the Kings Head. Mr Rupert Simpson and Mr Morris Dabell, members of local branches of the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society, managed to collect enough clothing for all thirty-five crewmembers. One of the rescued men presented the ship’s mascot, a kitten, to the landlord of the pub. The following day some of the crew returned to the wreck to collect their belongings, including various pets. There was also concern for seven heifers on board, kept for meat during the journey. The captain refused to have them shot, and fed and watered them, returning at considerable risk on another occasion to do so, but unhappily the British authorities refused permission to bring them ashore so they were destroyed. On a happier note for local people, the boxes of fruit were brought ashore to be sold, some despatched for a knock-down price, others simply vanishing. A part of the cargo of wine (about eighty barrels) had broken free and over the next few days they were discovered floating in the sea to be picked up by local fishermen. Not all of it made its way to the customs! (The Dundee Courier, January 6th 1947)
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1873: Today a report from Portsmouth detailed the sinking of the brig Valid that came to grief two days earlier off St Catherines with the loss of all hands. A heavy gale had blown from the south-west as the ship struggled to avoid the rocks known as ‘Rocken–End-Race’. Finding herself among the breakers her crew of nine took to the longboat and hoisted a distress signal while struggling with the heavy surf. On shore, Mr A. Livesay from Sandrock Spring Cottage sent his servant on horseback to inform the members of the Brooke Lifeboat Station but, instead of launching the boat immediately, it was carried on a waggon along the military road towards Chale Bay where there was then no way to get it down the cliff. The longboat overturned and all nine crewmembers were drowned. Three of the bodies were washed ashore the following day and carried to the Clarendon at Chale for an inquest. The Valid was carrying spices and other foreign products that were claimed by the Receiver of Wrecks. (Reynold’s Newspaper, January 12th 1873)
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1907: Less than two weeks after Christmas, the whole of Ryde turned out to mourn the deaths of lifeboatman Henry Heward and fisherman Frank Haynes. The occasion was the more poignant in that they had been called out to rescue a rower who turned out not to have been in difficulties. Having failed to find anyone, the lifeboat Selina turned back and was nearing Ryde Pier when a freak wave upturned it, throwing all nine crewmen into the sea. The men clung onto their upturned craft shouting to attract attention, but no one heard them. They drifted across the Solent and were finally rescued within a few yards of Southsea Castle. In spite of their efforts to help each other, Heward and Haynes succumbed to cold and exhaustion. At the inquest, one question was why the men had decided to take the Selina rather than a self-righting boat that was available to them, but it was concluded that no blame was attached to anyone and this had seemed a sensible choice at the time. Unsurprisingly, the entire town wished to salute the tragic pair, lining the route from the town to St James church and then to the cemetery, and flags throughout were flown at half mast. It was especially tragic for Elizabeth, Frank Haynes’ widow, for a few days before her husband’s death her 3-month-old daughter Edith had died; the little one’s coffin accompanied her father to the graveyard. They had earlier lost another little girl of 4 months. Elizabeth was also pregnant and their last child, Harold Victor James, was born after his father’s death. (Courtesy of the Ryde Social Heritage Group)
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1898: Gunner Charles Edwards of the 13th Co. Royal Artillery found himself in court on this day, charged with stealing a till and its contents. Mr Fred Merwood, the grocer at the sub-post office at Norton Green, said that he left the room at around 5 p.m. to get some change and when he came back the till, which contained about 17–18s, was gone. Unsurprisingly, inquiries were made at neighbouring Golden Hill Fort. According to a soldier named Patrick Casey, he, Edwards and others had been for a drink that morning at the Standard in Freshwater and then gone for a beer at the Red Lion before continuing to the New Inn at Norton Green. Edwards had not paid for any drink and later he borrowed 1½d to go towards the 4d for a quart of beer. At the barracks, Casey and Edwards had argued and had a fight so Edwards left and returned later when they all played cards. Casey noticed that Edwards had about 2s in change and had also paid for refreshments. Edwards was in receipt of 1s a week, soldiers’ pay, some of it reduced as a penalty for an earlier attempt at till robbery. His jacket was searched and about 8s discovered. However, as no one had actually seen him at the shop, the case was dismissed to applause that was ‘quickly repressed’. (Isle of Wight County Press, January 8th 1898)
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1897: Before the bench today in Newport was James Davey, aged 11 of Barton Village, prosecuted by his father Henry Davey, a widower and a fish hawker by trade, for stealing various articles of clothing from home on the previous Thursday and selling them. The prosecutor said that while he was away from home on Thursday, the prisoner entered and stole two pairs of trousers, a cape and a coat, which he afterwards found had been sold to a Mrs Barber, a lodging-housekeeper in East Street as rags, for 3½d. The prisoner said that he sold the clothes to get food, but the father said that he had plenty. The bench ordered the prisoner to receive six strokes with the birch and warned Mrs Barber to be more careful about purchasing things from children. Mrs Barber said the case was a great warning to her. (Portsmouth Evening News, January 12th 1897)
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1760: A meeting took place at the Sun Inn, Newport, to agree on the rules for the newly formed Society of Gentlemen. The usual preliminaries were passed, ‘to meet monthly on ye Tuesday preceding or on the full moon. No gentleman to be admitted against whom 3 Black Balls shall appear, No gentleman once rejected to be proposed again’ and so forth. The membership was strictly limited to Islanders and other conditions seemed to lean heavily on the consumption of alcohol. For example, every member absenting himself from the meeting was to forfeit three bottles of port ‘toties quoties’. Such was the importance of port wine to the proceedings that, ‘having declared that the Drinking of port Wine is prejudicial to his Health it is proposed that Mr White should, till his health is re-established be indulged with the drinking of Brandy and Water or Punch’. On another occasion, ‘The most infamous practise has prevailed in this club, of drinking Mixtures with water after dinner – it is resolved that for the future, each member shall drink Wine on the penalty of one dozen of port for each offence.’ (‘Rules for the Formation of a Society of Gentlemen’, Isle of Wight Public Record Office)
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1879: A lengthy warning was issued to local traders about the dangers of ‘Clerical Co-operation’. It had come to the notice of the press that not only were the civil service and the military conspiring against the tradesmen, but now the clergy had been encouraged to join the ‘Clergy Co-operative Association Limited’. Clearly they intended to reap the profits that currently went to the tradesmen. In high dudgeon the Isle of Wight Observer reported that the ‘intent [was] to supply such incongruous articles as grocery, guns, coals, church furniture, “bacca”, beer and books. These rev traders will deal in spirits – not the spirits of charity, but in whisky, gin and rum.’ The project was to cost £100,000 with 50,000 £2 shares. The Observer visualised that the church would next branch out into hotels and even ‘Banking and Life Insurance’ and that the profits that had hitherto gone to the tradesmen would now be lost to them: ‘the connection between the tradesmen and the rich will be severed almost entirely.’ The paper warned that little notice might have been taken of this scheme had not the name of ‘a certain, well known Chaplain to the Queen’ been implicated. It ended with a passionate warning that if the clergy persisted in being traders, then they would entirely lose the ‘old fashioned respect and affection with which they have been hitherto regarded’. (The Isle of Wight Observer, January 11th 1879)
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1867: A correspondent calling himself the ‘Gloworm’ passed on the following snippet in today’s Yorkshire Gazette: ‘The poet laureate is about to leave the Island to take up residence in the metropolis, solely on account of the manner in which he is disturbed by “lion hunters of the island”.’ Tennyson had an aversion to uninvited visitors, whom he called the ‘cockneys’, many of whom made day trips from London especially to catch a glimpse of him. Fans would climb over his walls, hide in his trees and generally invade his privacy. He built a bridge from the back of his garden so that he could escape onto the downs behind his house, but his solitary rambles across High Down were frequently disturbed by ‘groupies’. Such was the nuisance that during the season he sought solitude on the mainland. (Yorkshire Gazette, January 12th 1867)
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1898: On this day at Osborne House, Queen Victoria presented medals to eight soldiers who had fought at the Battle of Omdurman. The men arrived at East Cowes barracks and marched to Osborne where they were provided with lunch in the servants’ quarters. They then went to the Indian or Green Room to await the arrival of the queen. Her majesty, arriving with Princess Beatrice and various other ladies of the court, was seated in a wheeled chair. She entered leaning upon the arm of her Indian servant, Abdul Karim. Acknowledging the men’s salute, when the queen was seated her secretary, Sir Henry Ponsonby, introduced them one by one. Each man then knelt before her while she pinned the medal that bore the inscription ‘for distinguished service in the field’ to his breast. Colour Sergeant McIver of the Seaforth Highlanders had his arm in a sling and the queen ‘spoke to him tenderly and asked if he was getting better’. A ninth soldier, Sergeant Instructor Lewis, was unable to attend because of ill health. (Isle of Wight Observer, January 14th 1898)
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1854: The Isle of Wight Observer carried a news item bound to infuriate Queen Victoria; they reprinted various charges brought against Prince Albert for undue interference in Home and Foreign Politics. Originally printed in the Morning Herald, the Observer’s column had been received with the ‘most profound sensation by all classes in the Isle of Wight. The general belief is that these charges are not without foundation and that every influence will be exerted to smother enquiry.’ The editorship of the Observer had ‘entertained a very unfavourable opinion of the prince’, since he had been nominated as Chancellor of Cambridge University against another candidate and won only by a bare majority, a step considered ‘undignified’. In a similar situation he had accepted the Colonelcy of the Guards on the death of the Duke of Wellington, contrary to the expressed understanding of both Parliament and the army. He was considered as showing ‘a lust for power sufficient to induce a belief that the rumours to which we have alluded may be substantially correct’. The Observer expressed regret that this situation should have arisen and looked forward to a time when Parliament had cleared it up. (Isle of Wight Observer, January 14th 1854)
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1887: A meeting of the Guardians of the Poor at the workhouse was sidetracked when Mr J.R. Deacon asked the committee, ‘Is skating allowed on Sunday on the workhouse pond?’ The chairman replied that he was not aware of any order forbidding it, to which Mr Deacon responded: ‘Then we ought to make an order forbidding skating on the pond on Sundays.’ A heated discussion followed, during which trustee Mr Blake said that ‘skating on the pond is an ancient custom and it would be difficult to interfere’, but Mr Deacon insisted that ‘it was all out of character to sanction such a thing’. He therefore moved that no Sunday skating should be allowed, the proposal being seconded by Mr Morris. The chairman responded that ‘it had always been the custom and he thought it would be very undesirable to lay down such a hard and fast line. It would be far better to leave it to people’s own sense of propriety.’ This was greeted by calls of ‘hear! hear!’ Charging for the privilege was then suggested to which the chairman responded that, beyond two of the workhouse officers (the porter and the house clerk) skating one Sunday, he knew nothing of it. It was pointed out that some officers from the barracks had applied and been given permission to skate. Mr Estcourt thought it was not seemly or becoming for officers of the house to skate on Sunday. Mr Tucker, however, assumed that there was no harm in them stretching their legs by taking a walk, so ‘where the harm is in exercising their legs in another way, I can’t imagine’. Mr White Popham added that ‘there is surely no more harm in moving along on skates than in shoe leather’. On that note, the guardians voted to leave things as they were, to more shouts of ‘hear! hear!’ (Meeting of the Isle of Wight Board of Guardians,. January 15th 1887)
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1858: Having failed to find sufficient magistrates on the preceding Saturday, the magistrates’ court took place on Monday instead. Before the bench was Peter Footman, a navvy working on the bed of the River Medina, charged with ill-treating his wife and threatening to shoot the landlady of the Row Barge public house in Pyle Street. Having been arrested in a state of intoxication, the two women stated that he had not only threatened to blow their brains out but had actually pulled the trigger twice whilst pointing the gun at the head of his landlady, a Mrs Cotton. Fortunately it misfired on both occasions. On the barrel being examined in court, it was found to be heavily charged with powder and mixed shot. When it came to the court, however, neither of the women would give evidence and in consequence there was no choice but to release the prisoner with a dire warning. The prisoner said that he was too drunk to remember anything about it and denied all knowledge of the gun. The weapon was retained by the court. (The Hampshire Telegraph, January 23rd 1858)
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1904: Today ‘hundreds of visitors from all parts of the Island visited All Saints church in Godshill in order to view the ancient church which had been so seriously injured by lightning on Thursday morning. The sacred edifice was thrown open to the public at noon, and from then till dusk there was a never-ceasing flow of spectators. The church presents a remarkable appearance and gives one the impression that it has been in disuse for some time. The church services were held in the Parish Room.’ During a violent storm on Thursday, serious damage had occurred with the pinnacles of the roof torn off, the clock face torn out, the font split in the middle and the roof ruined. (Portsmouth Evening News, January 18th 1904)
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1947: A destroyer picked up a man found clinging to a buoy in the Solent. He was identified as Arthur James Anderson, 39, who had escaped from a working party at Parkhurst ten days earlier and had been clinging to the buoy for 17 hours after a boat he stole from Gurnard sank. His feet heavily bandaged, he then appeared in court where he made the following statement:


With regard to the property I stole … I only took cash and one or two articles of jewellery, with a view to their practical use … I refrained from taking basic rations and confined myself to tinned food … I was forced by exigencies of circumstance. I should like to tender my sincere apologies to the people concerned. Originally it was my intention to swim instead of stealing a boat … thus obviating the annoyance that I caused.


At the time of his capture he had 14s 6½d on him. He was wearing a pinstriped suit stolen from the home of a Newport councillor. Anderson was sent for trial at Winchester. As he left the court he waved and smiled at the crowd outside. (Derby Daily Telegraph, January 18th 1947)
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1892: On this day two pauper inmates of the Isle of Wight Union were charged with stealing a quantity of bones valued at 2s, the property of the Isle of Wight Board of Guardians. James Barling and James (alias) Arthur Jeffery, both described as able-bodied, had left the workhouse at 9.45 p.m. on the 19th January. The bones were stored in a shed and had been there in the evening, but the next morning the hasp on the door was broken and about 1cwt of bones were missing. Charles Cooper, a miller at St Cross in Newport who ran a bone mill, said that the accused had come to him on the morning of the 20th offering to sell him 64lbs of bones, which he bought. He believed he had given the money to Jeffery. Having been picked up, the pair were taken to the mill where the miller identified them. They were both committed for trial at the next quarter sessions. (Isle of Wight Observer, January 30th 1892)
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1860: A gruesome case came before the magistrates at Newport today. In court were two Americans, Edmund Lane and Gordon Hires, first and second mates of the ship Anna. They were accused of killing John Turtle, William Johnson, David Pagins, James Armstrong, William Pomery and a man called Frank on the voyage to England. The victims were all men of colour. Lane had struck Armstrong over the right eye with a mallet and felled him from the forecastle to the deck below. He then knocked out his eye which left Armstrong unable to carry out his duties, so Hires threw him overboard and dragged him along the water. When another man went to his rescue, he ordered, ‘Don’t haul the nigger in, cut him loose and let him go.’ Hires released his hold and Armstrong was lost. James Turtle was accused by Hires of stealing rum and as punishment he stamped on his head, leaving him unable to work. Hires announced, ‘Tell him if he don’t come out and get on the pump, I’ll murder him.’ He then repeatedly stamped on Turtle’s head, who died later that night. Similar violent punishment resulting in death was meted out to the other crewmen. An objection was raised as to the jurisdiction of the court after which the magistrate confirmed that as the accused were American citizens and the crimes had occurred outside British waters, he had no option but to release them. They were therefore escorted to Cowes amidst ‘the hooting of the mob gathered outside the court’. A week later the Isle of Wight Observer was pleased to report that the accused had been arrested and charged elsewhere. (Middlesex Chronicle, January 21st 1860)


[image: image] JANUARY 21ST [image: image]


1828: Magistrates at Newport Quarter Sessions were working long hours and the Hampshire Chronicle reported that on this day:


The number of cases on the calendar occupied the attention of the Court till a very late hour. John Kingswell and James Mason for breaking into the Catholic Chapel in the night of Thursday se’nnight [sic], and stealing a pair of plated candlesticks and two silver boxes, were each sentenced to seven years transportation. This is the first instance of transportation by our Court for many years, and it is hoped that it will operate as a check on the numerous depredations to which this neighbourhood has been so long subjected … The prisoners are very bad characters, one of them, Kingswell, having lately returned from Transportation.


Other cases involved ‘George Stephens, an idle lad, for stealing a pair of shoes, to be imprisoned till this day and then to be whipped. Isaac Vine, for assault – seven days hard labour. Joseph Waldron, Wm. Bartlett, and George Tuck, for obstructing constables in their duty – to be imprisoned for various terms. Henry Hayward, for stealing a pair of shoes – one month’s imprisonment, and to be whipped. James Jolliffe, landlord of the Nag’s Head, for keeping a disorderly house – one month’s hard labour.’ (Hampshire Chronicle, January 28th 1828)
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1901: The press, having reassured the public as to the queen’s improved health when she rode out from Osborne on January 16th, soon afterwards reported that her condition was ‘serious’. Her grandson Wilhelm abandoned his duties in Germany to hurry to her side. Other family members soon followed and on this day it was announced that her Majesty had died at 6.30 p.m. When the news reached London, Hubert von Herkomer, a German artist employed as an illustrator for the Graphic was despatched to Osborne House with a commission to paint the queen on her deathbed. He was not alone, for artist Emil Fuchs had been granted similar permission and throughout the night, the two men worked in the queen’s bedroom, she being laid out on the bed in her bridal gown and surrounded by lilies. On the bedhead was a portrait of Prince Albert, also painted in death. Herkomer only had time to do an outline sketch but the queen’s physician Sir James Reid, who had a glimpse of it, pronounced it an ethereal and altogether flattering portrait of his royal patient. Herkomer and Fuchs travelled back together on the train but throughout the journey nobody spoke, which Fuchs later blamed on Herkomer because, being a Royal Academician, it was up to him to speak first. Herkomer’s watercolour of the dead queen was entitled Queen Victoria on her Deathbed, Osborne during the night of January 23 1901, framed in ebony and hangs outside the bedroom at Osborne House. (J. Saxon Mills, MA, The Life and Letters of Sir Hubert Herkomer)
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1881: ‘Nothing is talked of here but the frost and the snow.’ The Island had been more badly hit by the weather than the mainland and, since Saturday the 15th, 120 men had been employed cutting a way through the streets with the use of a hastily made snowplough. On Monday there had been a heavy fog and consequently no boats. And although there was no thaw on the Tuesday, the sun was shining. The Compassionate Fund had been put to good effect in assisting the old and infirm and the cold remained as intense as ever; fish, including eels were being picked up frozen hard on the beach. Meanwhile, on Sunday 23rd Queen Victoria drove from Osborne Cottage to East Cowes in a sleigh, then crossed the river and walked through the snow to the church while the Empress Eugenie, then a guest at Osborne, attended a service at the Catholic church. (The Hampshire Advertiser, January 28th 1881)
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1863: ‘A bazaar and fancy fair has been held this week at Belgrave House, the residence of Dr and Mrs Martin in aid of the distressed Lancashire operatives: it commenced on Tuesday and was continued up to Friday. The articles for sale consisted of a large assortment of the useful and ornamental, together with some valuable paintings, several of which were presented by General Napier. There were also others, one a sketch in water colors [sic] of the beach, rocks, and cliffs at Highport near Ventnor by W. Player, esq., was much admired. There were also colored [sic] prints, books, ornaments, medieval printing, children’s clothing, dolls and etc. Two dolls, 100 years old, dressed in the male and female costume of the last century, were exhibited for sale. The stalls were conducted as follows: – Mrs Martin assisted by Miss Kelly; Miss Martin assisted by Miss Nairn; Miss Macknees, Misses Cumberledge; Miss Kelly, and Miss Johnson.’ There were also a handful of ‘gentleman assistants’. Despite the bad weather, upwards of £75 had been raised by Wednesday night and the journalist reminded the readers that ‘the distress still exists, and is likely to do so for some time’. Doing good works was a major occupation for the unmarried daughters of well-to-do families and this report illustrates that the welfare of the wider population was also of concern to Islanders. (Isle of Wight Observer, January 24th 1863)
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1842: Today being the christening of Albert Edward, the new Prince of Wales, at St George’s Chapel Windsor, numerous celebrations took place across the Island. A ‘much respected gentleman’, l’Abbe de Grentlie who lived at Caesar’s Cottage near Newport, fired a royal salute from his cannon and raised the colours that had been presented to him by Queen Victoria’s father, the Duke of Kent who had patronised his late academy. At the Black Gang hotel a celebratory pigeon shoot took place by twelve crack shots, the winner being Mr Horlick of Dungewood. Mr Jacobs of the hotel then supplied a well-attended dinner. Across the Island the church bells rang and there were dinners at the Vine and Bugle inns, while gifts of coal was supplied for the poor. Meanwhile, business continued as usual and a meeting took place at the Grapes Tavern to appoint a deputation to meet up with other deputations at Southampton in order to consider what to do about the Corn Laws. The Hampshire Telegraph added that ‘The Chartists interrupted the business of the meeting as usual, for about an hour.’ (Hampshire Telegraph, January 29th 1842)
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1862: At an inquest on Newport printer Robert James Denyer, Samuel Goodwin, landlord of the Railway Tavern, gave evidence that Denyer, one of his regulars, had been worried about the health of his dog. He had called in briefly on the night in question (the 26th) then gone home to check on the dog, accompanied by another customer, Thomas Cheverton. They returned after about half an hour and Denyer drank a glass of rum then joined Cheverton in a pint of beer. He asked Goodwin to make up some gruel for the dog and at around 11.30 p.m. Denyer and Cheverton left together. Cheverton stated that at the house, where a fire was lit, Denyer declared his intention to sit up all night with the dog and Cheverton helped him administer a dose of castor oil. He left around 12.15 a.m. and Denyer locked the door behind him. When he returned the following morning he could rouse no one so when Denyer’s apprentice (who was also his nephew) arrived, the boy entered through the fanlight. They found Denyer kneeling on the floor beside an old sofa, his arms resting on the sofa and his head in his hands. Both he and the dog were dead. Inspector Grapes of the local constabulary suspected poison but none could be found. Dr Tuttiett confirmed that there was no poison and in his opinion the death had been caused by excitement that had resulted in congestion of the brain or a rupture of the vessels of the heart. The jury returned a verdict of death from natural causes. (Isle of Wight Observer, February 2nd 1862)
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1925: Sir Godfrey Baring, chairman of the management of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, delivered a lecture to the prisoners at Camp Hill Prison. Shortly afterwards the RNLI received a cheque for 9s from the prison governor for contributions made by the prisoners to the charity. The men were able to earn up to 1s 6d a week as payment for hard work and good behaviour that they could then spend as they wished on certain permitted luxuries.


Camp Hill Prison opened in 1912, the ceremony attended by former Home Secretary, Winston Churchill. It was regarded as a luxury establishment and a soft option, allowing, amongst other things, smoking. It closed in 2013. (Gloucester Citizen, January 27th 1925)
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1811: A sorry tale concerning a German soldier found its way into the press today:


A soldier belonging to the King’s German Legion, being detected in stealing stockings etc in a shop in Newport, was committed to the bridewell, where he hung himself, about two hours afterwards, with some worsted binding he had purchased at a shop; he fastened it to a nail in the partition, his knees nearly touching the ground. A coroner’s inquest sat on the body, and after four hours deliberation, returned a verdict of Felo de se. He was accordingly buried in the high road within the borough of Newport, a circumstance never known before.


The King’s German Legion was a battalion raised by the Duke of Brunswick, cousin and brother-in-law to the future King George IV. Following a defeat against the French, they were brought to the Island to be reformed and continue the fight against Napoleon. One can only feel pity for this poor man and his ignominious end. (Hampshire Chronicle, January 28th 2013)
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1875: On this day James Salter a ‘burly young fellow’ of Yafford found himself in court on three separate charges of assault. At the Five Bells inn, Shorwell, the landlord George Toghill stated that on the 29th Salter had come in asking for a pot of ale and then deliberately dropped it on the ground. When asked to pay 4d for the damage he set about first the landlord, then his wife and sister. It took two other customers to help evict him at which point he went to the back door and tried to force his way in. On this charge he was fined 10s plus 7s 6d costs for the assault on Mrs Toghill or fourteen days in gaol. Two further fines of 2s 6d plus 7s 6d costs were imposed for the attacks on Mr Toghill and his sister, plus a third amount for refusing to leave the pub. Failure to pay would mean seven days’ imprisonment for each charge. Salter was next charged with assaulting a policeman, Police Constable Triggs who had been on duty at the blacksmith’s shop on the same night. He had come across a horse and cart in a ditch and suggested to the driver (Salter) that he should attend to the horse, whereupon Salter knocked off his helmet, hit him on the breast and kicked him on the knee. When the constable rose, Salter kicked him so severely about the legs and lower body that he had been unable to work since. In view of the seriousness of the charge, the magistrates sentenced him to two months’ imprisonment with hard labour, plus costs and in default, yet a further seven days in gaol. (Hampshire Advertiser, February 3rd 1875)
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1863: When Mr Charles Watts, an engineer at Parkhurst Prison, went out for a walk he took the two sons of Mr Strickland, a steward at the prison, with him. En route they called at the East Cowes Gasworks where Mr Billow, the manager:


‘attended by a man holding a lighted candle, was in the meter-house explaining some defect in a small brass pinion.’ A light was being held to it to enable [Mr Billow] rule in hand, to take its dimensions, when the meter exploded and Billow and [young] Strickland were instantly killed by the flying fragments of iron plate, the front of the skulls of each being torn away. At the time of the explosion, Mr Watts was holding the deceased boy by the hand. The man, Guy, holding the candle received some frightful injuries about the head. Mr Watts escaped with a deep cut on the cheek and a wound on the lips and loss of four teeth. Mr Strickland’s other son, eight years old, received a deep gash in the neck and some other injuries, but no danger to his life is apprehended. Guy lies in a rather a precarious state …


At an inquest on the two bodies of Mr G. Billow, 45 years of age, and Travers Strickland, aged 7 years, the verdict was that of accidental death. (Dorset County Chronicle, February 5th 1863)
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1846: Today’s Hampshire Telegraph reported on the successful visit to the Island of the Revd Dr Wolff, the ‘celebrated Eastern traveller’, his mission being to raise funds for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and the Curates’ Aid Society. Having preached sermons in both St Thomas’s church and the Church of the Holy Trinity in Ryde on the previous Sunday (January 25th), he then lectured on his travels to Bokhara at the town hall on Monday. His friends invited him to give a further lecture on Tuesday at which the sum of £22 was donated. The Telegraph reported that the excitement generated by the good doctor was so great that forty people put their names down for a copy of his Travels to Bokhara. (Hampshire Telegraph, January 31st 1846)
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