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Noblett lives in Lough Neagh. One day he receives a visit from his wild and troublesome cousin Nessie, from Scotland. But the two monsters do not see eye-to-eye!




 





‘Sam McBratney writes with a refreshingly individual style; his characters, both children and adults, are clear and convincing’


TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT




 





‘One of the most perceptive writers for young people’


THE GUARDIAN






















[image: ]



















Contents








Review


Title Page


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


About the Author


Copyright


Other Books




















[image: ]





















1





There are good monsters, there are monsters who are not so good, and there are monsters who are downright pests.
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Everybody knows that the Loch Ness monster is a downright pest.


She has been annoying people for years and years. She likes nothing better than headbutting boats or frightening old-age pensioners wrapped up in their tartan rugs. And she would be a far worse pest if she wasn’t afraid of one thing: she’s afraid that they’ll capture her one day and put her in an underwater zoo – as if she were a dolphin or an oversized goldfish. If you ever see the Loch Ness monster, just say that word to her: ‘Zoo.’ You won’t see her for dust. 
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One day last summer, Nessie went too far with her nonsense. In the morning she was spotted chasing cows across muddy fields – a thing she loves to do. In the afternoon she pulled three fishermen off the rocks and into the water – just for fun. In the evening she took a bite out of a yacht, then finished off a splendid day by creeping ashore and eating a line of washing.


Now, people are bound to talk about you if you behave like that. Needless to say, Loch Ness was soon full of folk armed with cameras. Scientists came with sonar equipment and underwater probes, and journalists arrived with sharpened pencils and laptop computers. 
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Nessie, who was no fool, could tell that these people meant business. And that night she had a terrifying dream about an underwater zoo.


‘You’d better lie low for a while, Nessie old girl,’ she said to herself. ‘How boring! Or maybe you could take a holiday. I think it’s time you paid a visit to that cousin of yours who lives in Lough Neagh.’
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You will find Lough Neagh quite easily on the map of Ireland. It is at the top right-hand side, in the middle of the province of Ulster, and you will certainly see it if you look out of the window as you come in to land at Belfast International Airport.


On a wild day it has waves as high as walls. On a quiet day it lies like a jewel under the ever-changing sky. Lough Neagh is vast and beautiful; there could be no finer home for a huge beast than this place, the largest inland water in all of Europe.
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