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In "The Call of the North," Stewart Edward White immerses readers in the rugged wilderness of the American Northwest, crafting a vivid narrative that intertwines adventure, nature, and the quest for personal revelation. Through a rich, descriptive prose style that epitomizes early 20th-century American literature, White evokes the expansive landscapes and primal beauty of the North. The novel explores themes of self-discovery and the relationship between man and nature, set against a backdrop of vibrant characters and poignant moments that reflect the transformative power of the wild. Stewart Edward White was not only a prolific author but also an ardent outdoorsman whose experiences in the backwoods significantly informed his writing. Born in 1872, White traveled extensively in the American wilderness, his fascination with the untamed elements of nature offering a profound lens through which he articulated themes of adventure and introspection. His firsthand experiences served as a catalyst for the authentic and immersive world he meticulously crafted in "The Call of the North." For anyone yearning for a gripping exploration of the natural world and the human spirit, this novel stands as a testament to the beauty of solitude and the allure of adventure. Readers will find within its pages a compelling narrative that not only entertains but also invites reflection on the enduring pull of the wild.
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In "Foliage: Various Poems," W. H. Davies presents a captivating collection that resonates with nature's beauty, reflecting his deep appreciation for the world around him. The poems combine vivid imagery with lyrical simplicity, creating a meditative exploration of life that captures both the ethereal and the mundane. Written during the early 20th century, this collection contextualizes Davies within the broader movement of English Nature poetry, influenced by Romantic traditions while incorporating modernist sensibilities that challenge readers to contemplate their place in the natural world. W. H. Davies, a Welsh poet and writer, faced a tumultuous life marked by poverty and homelessness before his literary success. His experiences as a traveling hobo in America deeply informed his poetic voice, imbuing his work with themes of transience and the yearning for connection. His unique perspective on nature, shaped by both hardship and wanderlust, elevates his poetry, allowing readers to witness profound transformations triggered by momentary encounters with the environment. "Foliage: Various Poems" is a must-read for those who appreciate the intersection of nature and human experience. Whether seasoned poetry lovers or newcomers, readers will find solace and inspiration in Davies's timeless verses, encouraging a reevaluation of the beauty that envelops our lives.
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Max Brand's "Bull Hunter" is a riveting exploration of the American West, blending action and psychological depth in a narrative that captures the rugged spirit of frontier life. Set against the backdrop of the picturesque yet perilous Montana landscape, the novel follows the story of young Bull Hunter as he navigates themes of identity, family, and redemption. Brand's prose is characterized by vivid imagery and a compelling narrative style that immerses readers in the era's stark realities and exhilarating adventures, showcasing his flair for combining western tropes with profound character development. Max Brand, a prolific writer and one of the foremost figures in Western literature, drew inspiration from his own experiences and the rich tapestry of American folklore. Known for his vivid storytelling and a deep understanding of the human condition, Brand's works often reflect his fascination with the complexities of morality and heroism amidst the chaos of frontier life. His ability to create multi-dimensional characters has solidified his legacy as a master of the genre. For readers seeking an enthralling tale that encapsulates the spirit of exploration and the quest for meaning, "Bull Hunter" is an essential addition to their literary collection. It engages the mind and heart, making it a timeless exploration of the American experience that resonates with both Western enthusiasts and those drawn to rich, character-driven narratives.
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In "Starr, of the Desert," B. M. Bower crafts a compelling narrative that weaves together themes of love, resilience, and the harsh realities of life in the Southwestern United States. This novel is marked by Bower's vivid descriptive style, which brings to life the stark beauty of the desert landscape and the rich tapestry of characters that inhabit it. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, the book explores the intersection of human emotion and the unforgiving environment, reflecting the broader literary context of the regionalism movement, where authors sought to capture the unique character of specific locales. B. M. Bower, a pioneering female author of the American West, drew upon her own experiences as a rancher and her intimate knowledge of Western life to infuse authenticity into her storytelling. Her personal journey through the rugged terrain and social intricacies of the region provided fertile ground for her fiction, allowing her to craft relatable and enduring characters that resonate with readers. Bower's perspective as a woman in a predominantly male literary sphere adds depth to her narratives, often challenging contemporary gender roles found in early Western literature. "Starr, of the Desert" is not merely a tale of survival but a powerful exploration of the human spirit. This novel is highly recommended for readers seeking an authentic representation of life in the West, as well as those interested in gender dynamics and cultural narratives of the early 20th century. Bower's masterful storytelling invites readers into a world filled with both beauty and hardship, making it a vital addition to the canon of American literature.
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In "The Treasures of American Nature," John Muir eloquently captures the majestic landscapes and rich biodiversity of America, melding deep observational detail with impassioned prose that resonates with the spirit of the early conservation movement. Muir's writing transcends mere description; it is imbued with a philosophical grounding that reflects the interconnectedness of all living things and the profound beauty of the natural world. This work, composed in the late 19th century, encompasses themes of environmental stewardship and the transcendentalist influences that permeated Muir's early immersions in nature, making it a cornerstone of American nature writing and an essential text for understanding the nascent conservation ethos of the era. John Muir, often referred to as the 'Father of the National Parks,' was profoundly influenced by his own extensive explorations of the American wilderness. His experiences as a naturalist and a writer stem from a life dedicated to understanding and preserving the beauty of the natural world, navigating through vast landscapes from the Sierra Nevada to the coastal shores of California. Muir's scientific curiosity and spiritual connection to nature propelled him to advocate for its preservation, paving the way for the environmental movements that followed. Readers with an interest in environmentalism, nature writing, or American history will find "The Treasures of American Nature" to be an indispensable treasure in itself. Muir's lyrical descriptions and fervent advocacy inspire a deeper appreciation for the planet, urging one to engage with nature not just as a backdrop for human life, but as a vital participant in our shared existence. This book is a call to resonate with the wilderness within us all.
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AFTER considerable weighing of the pros and cons I have decided to include the names of firms where certain supplies may be bought. I realize that this sort of free advertisement is eminently unjust to other worthy houses handling the same lines of goods, but the case is one of self-defense. In The Forest I rashly offered to send to inquirers the name of the firm making a certain kind of tent. At this writing I have received and answered over eleven hundred inquiries. Since the publication of these papers in The Outing Magazine, I have received hundreds of requests for information as to where this, that, or the other thing may be had. I have tried to answer them all, but to do so has been a tax on time I would not care to repeat. Therefore I shall try in the following pages to give the reader all the practical information I possess, even though, as stated, I may seem unduly to advertise the certain few business houses with which I have had satisfactory dealings. It is needless to remark that I am interested in none of these firms, and have received no especial favors from them.
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The First Qualification

MANY people have asked me what, all things considered, is the most valuable quality a wilderness traveler can possess. Always I have replied unhesitatingly; for no matter how useful or desirable such attributes as patience, courage, strength, endurance, good nature, and ingenuity, may prove to be, undoubtedly a man with them but without the sense of direction, is practically helpless in the wilds.

The Sense of Direction

A sense of direction, therefore, I should name as the prime requisite for him who would become a true woodsman, depending on himself rather than on guides. The faculty is largely developed, of course, by much practice; but it must be inborn. Some men possess it; others do not—just as some men have a mathematical bent while to others figures are always a despair. It is a sort of extra, having nothing to do with criterions of intelligence or mental development, like the repeater movement in a watch. A highly educated or cultured man may lack it; the roughest possess it. Some who have never been in the woods or mountains acquire in the space of a vacation a fair facility at picking a way; and I have met a few who have spent their lives on the prospect trail, and who were still, and always would be, as helpless as the newest city dweller. It is a gift, a talent. If you have its germ, you can become a traveler of the wide and lonely places. If you have it not, you may as well resign yourself to guides.

The Sense of Direction

The sense of direction in its simplest and most elementary phase, of course, leads a man back to camp, or over a half-forgotten trail. The tenderfoot finds his way by little landmarks, and an attempt to remember details. A woodsman adds to this the general "lay" of the country, the direction its streams ought to flow, the course the hills must take, the dip of strata, the growth of trees. So if the tenderfoot forgets whether he turns to right or left at a certain half-remembered burnt stub, he is lost. But if at the same point the woodsman's memory fails him, he turns unhesitatingly to the left, because he knows by all the logic of nature's signboards that the way must be to the left. A good mountaineer follows the half-obliterated trails as much by his knowledge of where a trail must go, as by the sparse indications that men have passed that way. I have traveled all day in the Sierras over apparently virgin country. Yet every few hours we would come on the traces of an old trail. We were running in and out of it all day; and at night we camped by it.

That is, as I have said, elementary. It has to do with a country over which your woodsman has already traveled, or about which he knows something. In the last analysis, however, it means something more.

The sense of direction will take a man through a country of which he knows nothing whatever. He travels by the feel of it, he will tell you. This means that his experience subconsciously arranges certain factors from which the sixth sense we are discussing draws certain deductions. A mountaineer, for example, recognizes the altitude by the vegetation. Knowing the altitude he knows also the country formation, and so he can tell at once whether the cañon before him will narrow to an impassable gorge, or remain open enough to admit of passage. This in turn determines whether he shall choose the ravines or ridges in crossing a certain divide, and exactly how he can descend on the other side. The example is one of the simpler. A good man thus noses his way through a difficult country with considerable accuracy where a tenderfoot would become speedily lost.

Thoroughness

Be Sure You Are Right

But if a sense of direction is the prime requisite, thoroughness presses it close. It is sometimes very difficult to command the necessary patience. At the end of a hard day, with the almost moral certainty that the objective point is just ahead, it is easy, fatally easy, when the next dim blaze does not immediately appear, to say to oneself—"Oh, it's near enough"—and to plunge ahead. And then, nine times out of ten, you are in trouble. "I guess this is all right" has lost many a man; and the haste too great to be sure—and then again sure—has had many fatal results. If it is a trail, then be certain you see indications before proceeding. Should they fail, then go back to the last indication and start over again. If it is new country, then pick up every consideration in your power, and balance them carefully before making the smallest decision. And all the time keep figuring. Once having decided on a route, do not let the matter there rest. As you proceed keep your eyes and mind busy, weighing each bit of evidence. And if you become suspicious that you are on the wrong tack, turn back unhesitatingly, no matter how time presses.

OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547363118.jpg





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547346449.jpg
STEWART
EDWARD WHITE

THE CALL
OF THE NORTH






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547368243.jpg
B. M. BOWER

STARR,
OF THE DESERT






OEBPS/Images/DigiCat-logo.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547393535.jpg
THE TREASURES
OF AMERICAN
NATURE






OEBPS/text/g2e_cover.jpg
STEWART
EDWARD WHITE






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547312222.jpg
W. H. DAVIES R






