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INTRODUCTION


As an avid lover of home design and interiors, I love shopping and searching for the next new trend, must-have item, or place to find vintage furniture, and I very rarely do it without my dog, Eddie: he is my constant companion. My favorite flea market is Kempton Park in Sunbury-on-Thames, which is always full of dogs, and on Instagram, the most popular pictures are always of dogs or interiors.


This made me think what a great book it would make to combine the two. Contrary to the saying, “It’s a dog’s life,” the following pages will show that within these stunning homes the dogs are having a great time and holding center stage. Allowances are made in the design for their well-being and happiness, and they are a vital part of what makes the living space a real home; whether sitting on a designer rug or a smart sofa, it’s the dogs’ comfort that’s important.


The whole experience has been so much fun. Neither James, the photographer, nor I have worked with dogs before, but we found that there isn’t much a dog won’t do for a small piece of cheese or a treat. I have tried to show dogs in different environments and settings, but there was one thing they all had in common—access to all areas, with the home being as much the dog’s as the owner’s.
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Eddie is a rescue dog, and so I also wanted to use this opportunity to expose the plight of many dogs globally; I hope that in some small way the efforts of selfless people and organizations are highlighted. If we can make a difference to one dog’s life, it will be worth it.


This project has been fascinating: visiting beautiful homes with all kinds of dogs has been inspiring and rewarding. Seeing dogs who have had a bad start in life now lying comfortably on the biggest bed or softest rug, or running through open fields and along the seashore, is especially uplifting. Watching how a dog can transform their owner’s life, too, is something quite special.
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URBAN DOGS


EDDIE, DOUGIE, FLYNN, PEGGY, MONKEY AND MYRTLE, WINNIE AND FLORA, BAILEY
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“Eddie likes to stand guard at the window—he is well-known locally and passers-by are always photographing him.”


EDDIE—CITY APARTMENT


We have had Eddie since 2012, when we were lucky enough to adopt him from Battersea (the Dogs and Cats Home) in London. He is our second rescue dog, and although we don’t know for sure what breed he is, we think he is a Parson Russell Terrier. We named him Eddie after the dog in the American TV show Frasier.


I have lived in this apartment in southwest London for many years. It’s a spacious two-bedroomed home with a garden, which is ideal for Eddie, who spends most of his day patrolling both the front door and front bay windows and protecting us from the mailman, delivery men, and anyone else who approaches. Like all dogs he is fiercely loyal, and he is extremely devoted to me. He sleeps on my bed every night and really doesn’t have a favorite spot in the apartment unless I’m there. He will sit at my feet wherever I am—in the kitchen or the office—or lie next to me on the couch. When I was working full time, Eddie had a dog walker who took him out on days that my daughter couldn’t have him. She lives nearby and still takes him for me when necessary.
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Eddie eats in the kitchen. He has some extremely eccentric habits and likes the door to be open when he eats. My kitchen has dark gray floorboards which are very practical and don’t show the mess, but the walls are all white. I’m forever changing the mixture of art and photographs on the walls.
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Large bay windows provide Eddie with a very good view of all the goings on in the street. I have covered the back of the couch with a cream linen throw and on top of that is a piece of African mud cloth, both picked up at a flea market. A sheepskin rug covers the arm to protect it against paw-marks.


My professional life in homewares buying has fed my passion for interiors, and it’s important to me that my home is reflective of seasonal and current trends, but above all comfortable. I’ve collected both art and objects from years of flea-market buying and have some very treasured items which are valuable just in the sheer joy of owning them.


Most of the apartment has painted floorboards, which are easy to maintain. I’ve recently added some natural rugs for comfort and warmth, but I often come home and find them all over the place because Eddie has run to the front door or rushed around when he has heard a noise.
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On the white wall, a single painting bought in Pézenas, France is complemented by the tonal shades of the animal print blanket and black throw on the couch, which are soft and comfortable for both me and Eddie.


My style is quite mixed; I combine textures and prints, and I love walls of art and photographs; I would say I’m on the maximalist spectrum. I like to have fresh flowers and candles burning, which create a warm and welcoming environment.
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Owning a dog and keeping a lovely home is easy as long as you are not too set in your ways or concerned with keeping everything pristine. In the process of putting together this book I have found that however nice the home, the dog is very much part of the family and is included in almost everything that goes on, which generally means allowing access to all areas. Eddie and I live our lives together and I’m not worried about getting paw marks on my cream linen sofas, I just have lots of throws on them that can be washed and changed as necessary. He is always in and out of the garden, so I have a towel ready at all times to wipe his feet when he comes in. I actually find humans are the messiest of all: spilt wine and food usually present more of a problem than the occasional muddy footprint.
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The bed is probably the place you would most often find Eddie resting. Because my apartment is on one floor, he can see me from this spot if I’m in the living room or the office. A dark throw protects the bedcover from muddy marks.
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Still on the bed, Eddie stares out into the garden, on the lookout for squirrels and birds. The long linen curtains add scale to this high-ceilinged room, and you can see an outdoor seating area just beyond the French windows.


The company of a dog also far outweighs any inconvenience or mess they bring with them—Eddie is the heartbeat of my home, and without him the cool interior would seem meaningless.
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The long and narrow hallway, with sanded floorboards painted dark gray, has always been used as a gallery for my favorite photographs and art, including the dog print by Simeon Farrar.
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These bespoke doors were commissioned when the owners bought the house back in 1993. A dog flap was installed when they first got Dougie as a puppy, giving him access to the outdoors all day. The house has a sunny south-facing garden, which Dougie loves.
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“If I forget to close the bathroom door, Dougie would happily jump into the bath with me.”


DOUGIE—TOWN HOUSE BY THE PARK


Dougie is a Red Lakeland Terrier and they are bred to be working dogs. He came from an arable farm just outside the city of Newcastle, in the northeast of England. Although eight years old, he has the energy and strength of a mature puppy who loves toys and games of tug. He is outgoing and very friendly, has twice-daily walks, and is always ready for his dinner. Like many dogs, he is motivated by food and treats. Unlike many dogs, Dougie also loves to be bathed and will happily jump into the bath with his owner given half a chance.


Dougie lives in Barnes, close to Richmond Park, one of London’s iconic Royal parks, which is a perfect place for walking dogs. A stone’s throw from central London and one of the UK’s top sites for ancient trees, the park covers an area of 2,500 acres and has 630 red and fallow deer roaming freely within its boundaries. Dougie’s owners, Marian and Richard, take him out regularly to enjoy the park and the other open spaces nearby. He also spends one day a week with a dog walker and he loves it; he is very sociable and will happily go off for the day with his doggie chums.
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Beautiful arched doors open into a garden that Dougie can enjoy all day. Floorboards are painted dark gray throughout the kitchen, contrasting with a colorful rug beneath the long dark oak dining table. Leather modernist Danish dining chairs complete the room.


In his mind, all the balls in the world belong to Dougie and he will capture any ball in sight and literally chew it to death—an expensive pastime, I’m told. He loves a fireside cuddle and brings his owners lots of happiness.


Dougie’s home is a 1900s semi-detached house that was bought almost derelict in 1993. Gently restoring it over the years has been a labor of love, which involved finding quality craftsmen to install bespoke doors, replacing fire surrounds, and extending into the attic. Dougie is pretty much allowed access to all areas of the house, and has his own dog flap so he can go outside whenever he wants. The wooden floors and rugs and their individual style make for an extremely comfortable home for both Dougie and his owners.
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Dougie sits on the squashy and very comfortable sofa covered in an Icelandic poppy-patterned fabric, which is very durable and easy to keep clean. Over the back is a Welsh blanket, and the sofa holds a combination of velvet cushions. The art above is plain gold leaf on an unframed canvas, a touch of warm color on a blue wall.
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