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PREFACE





 




Dear

reader,




 




we, the publisher, have carefully

reviewed and edited this book, whose original edition dates back to the year

1919. Well over a hundred hours of work have passed correcting it, but still it

was not possible to eliminate all the mistakes that a 20th century

scanner produced. The original scans we had at our disposal were of very poor

quality. While it was possible to correct and eliminate special characters or

false letters, there is unfortunately sometimes a dot where a comma should be,

or a colon where a semicolon belongs, or the odd apostrophe, that a small dot

in the scan generated in the text file. While we still corrected and eliminated

ten thousands of errors, does not hinder the reading pleasure in any way and

still makes this version of this rare book much more valuable than other

versions on the market that have not been edited at all. We think it is fair to

say that this is not 100% of a perfect book, but a 99% edition that has not

been available since the original editions vanished from the shelves. We wish

all readers a great time browsing through the history of Fresno County and the

hundreds of biographies of the most important personalities.


















 




 





BIOGRAPHICAL





 




 




EDWARD JOHNSON.




 




A young man who has undergone the

experience of so many in sacrificing important interests in order to respond to

the call of their country in the late war is Edward Johnson, the senior partner

in the firm of Johnson Brothers, ranchers, who are renting the Lindquist

estates. He was born near Grantsburg, Wis., August 14, 1886, the son of John A.

and Betsy ( Erickson) Johnson, who were parents of eight children — six sons

and two daughters. With the exception of two sons, who are living in Minnesota,

the entire family is now in Fresno County, in the vicinity of Kingsburg.

Edward, the third child, grew up in Wisconsin; he received a very limited

schooling, he worked on his father's farm, and while yet a youth, hired out by

the month, after which he made for Minneapolis. There, until he was twenty-six,

he was employed in the Pillsbury Flouring Mills. 




In that year he removed to

.Montana, and near Skelley homesteaded 160 acres, which he farmed and proved up

and was just about to profit by, as a grain and stock farmer, when he was

drafted into the American Army, and therefore compelled to sell his Montana

interests. It was not easy to part with that which had been acquired through so

much hard labor and risk, but the consciousness of duty and its obligation

impelled him on and enabled him to come through like a man. 




Mr. Johnson served at Camp Lewis

for five months, and was then transferred to Vancouver, Wash., having served in

the infantry at Camp Lewis and in the aviation in the North. He was honorably

discharged on December 23, 1918, and reached his parents' home December 25,

1918, at their ranch in the vicinity of Kingsburg, Fresno County. 




At Oakland, on January 2, 1919,

Mr. Johnson was married to Miss Nellie Rabe, of Portland, Ore. 




The farming operations of the

Johnson Brothers are carried by our subject and a younger brother, Alvin

Johnson, who was also born in Wisconsin, who came out to California in 1918

direct from Wisconsin, where he had worked on a farm. 




The ranches operated by the

Johnson Brothers are the forty acres of Mrs. Lindquist, the ten acres of Alfred

Lindquist, adjoining, and another fourteen acres of Muscats belonging to still

another of the same family, three and a half miles northeast of Kingsburg. 




 




HENRY A. DUNKLAU.




 




A progressive young rancher,

whose capable wife, a real and valuable helpmate, represents the family of a

successful viticulturist prominent in the community, is Henry A. Dunklau, the

viticulturist and horticulturist, who was born at Arlington, Washington County,

Nebr. He is a son of Zacharias and Johanna Dunklau, who located in Washington

County, Nebr., in 1865, and there homesteaded eighty acres. Later Mr. Dunklau

bought property adjoining, until he had 240 acres. He planted it to corn and

devoted part of it to the raising of stock; and there he now resides, at the

age of eighty-five, while his good wife is seventy-three. Eight children, all

living, have risen to bless their worthy name. 




The fourth eldest in the family,

and the only one in California, Henry was brought up on a farm and attended the

public schools. He remained at home helping his father until he was twenty-one,

and then he started out for himself, working here and there for others on

farms. After a while, his attention was attracted especially to California, and

he finally decided to come to the Coast. 




In January, 1908, he arrived in

Colusa County, and the following spring came to Fresno County. In Temperance

Colony he secured employment in vineyards and orchards, and set to work to

learn the propagation and culture of grapes, as well as of trees, and also the

preparation and leveling of land, and the staking and planting of vines and of

trees. Desiring to engage in ranching on his own account, he purchased for the

purpose forty acres on Locan near Ventura Avenue, completing the transaction in

1910, and immediately set it out as a vineyard. He improved the acreage, built

several needed structures, bought another forty acres, and then sold it at a

profit, after keeping it a couple of years. 




During 1916, Mr. Dunklau bought

his present property of seventy-two acres in the Kutner school district, twelve

miles northeast of Fresno, which he has improved and is devoting to a vineyard

and an orchard. He has twenty acres of white Adriatic figs, interset with

prunes, plums and peaches; two acres of alfalfa, and the balance in different

varieties of vines. He has a pumping plant with an eight-horse engine, and a

well eighty-six feet deep, in which the water rises to within eight feet of the

surface of the ground, thus furnishing ample water for irrigating his ranch.

However, his ambition was not satisfied with' this, and in partnership with his

brother-in-law, Edward Bartels, he purchased forty acres across the county road

from his ranch, which they also set out to vines. Mr. Dunklau has greatly

enhanced the value of his home ranch by erecting a large, beautiful modern

residence and by giving the grounds and ranch in general such excellent care

that it has become known as one of the show places in the district. Believing

in the cooperation of fruit-growers, he has always been an enthusiastic member

of the California Associated Raisin Company. 




At the home of the bride, in

Temperance district, on November 22, 1911, Mr. Dunklau was married to Miss Emma

Bartels, a native of Fresno and the daughter of Edward and Anna (Steinkamp)

Bartels, settlers of Fresno County who are represented on another page in this

history. Mrs. Dunklau, the eldest child, attended the public school and Heald's

Business College in Fresno, and now has two sons, Henry E. and William E.

Dunklau. The family attends the German Lutheran Church in Fresno, Mrs. Dunklau

being an active member of the Ladies' Aid Society of the Church, as well as the

Jefferson Auxiliary of the Clovis Chapter of the Red Cross. Mr. and Mrs. Dunklau

showed their patriotism by giving their time and means towards the different

branches of war-relief work, and they are active in all movements for the

upbuilding of the community. They are both liberal and hospitable, and

fortunate is the individual who is privileged to be entertained by them. 




 




ANDREAS H. ANDERSEN.




 




A capable and enterprising

rancher, Andreas H. Andersen lives on his forty-acre ranch southwest of

Reedley. Mr. Andersen was born in Denmark, March 7, 1886, and is the son of

Antoni and Marie ( Hansen ) Andersen. He received a good education in the

Danish language. His father died eight years before he left Denmark, and his

mother three months before he sailed from Esbjerg via England for the United

States. He landed at New York, April 29, 1908, and came directly to California,

where he began working on a stock ranch southwest of Selma. He worked on

various farms and also as still-man for three seasons under the late John

Petersen, foreman of the Parlier Winery. From 1911 until 1917 he rented the Clark

& Jones ranch of 160 acres. 




In 1915 Mr. Andersen purchased

his present property three miles southwest of Reedley. The land was a barley

field four years ago, and Mr. Andersen has planted the place and made all

improvements. He has 12 acres of Thompson seedless grapes, 7 ½ acres of

Sultanas, 10 acres of Malagas. 300 apricot trees, 250 French prune trees and 90

fig trees on the border. These are all young trees and vines from three years

old to the spring planting of 1919. 




Mr. Andersen is an active member

of the Danish Brotherhood and a trustee of the Danish Lutheran Church three

miles west of Parlier. He is justly popular and highly esteemed in the

community. 




 




RAYMOND D. ROBINSON.




 




With over thirty years'

experience in the fruit-packing industry, Raymond D. Robinson is considered an

authority on the various methods used in preparing fruit for the markets of the

world. 




He is an able manager of those

who come under his direction as workers in the business and commands the

respect of all with whom he comes in contact. He was born in Chenango County. N.

Y., May 6, 1869. His education was received in the public schools and in the

college at Marionville, Mo., to which state he was taken by his parents when he

was a lad of ten years. 




At the age of eighteen, on

September 30, 1887, young Mr. Robinson arrived at Riverside, Cal., and the

following week he secured employment in the packing house of the Griffin-Skelly

Company. Since that date he has been in the employ of this company and its

subsidiary, the California Packing Corporation. A service of more than thirty

years with one company is something that reflects great credit on the ability

of Mr. Robinson and of which he is justly proud. In appreciation of the

faithful discharge of the duties of his position and the results obtained by

him, the company presented him with an elegant gold watch, properly engraved,

when he had completed his thirty years with them. This token of esteem is one

of the most highly prized of his possessions. 




The first two summers — 1887-1888

— Mr. Robinson was sent to Fresno during the packing season. He proved an apt

pupil and soon mastered the details of the business, even going beyond and

inaugurating new methods that soon attracted the attention of his superiors and

earned him promotion. In 1889 he took up his residence in Fresno and for

fourteen years he was superintendent of the packing house of Griffin-Skelly

Company, then becoming plant manager. In 1917 the concern was merged with the

California Packing Corporation and Mr. Robinson was retained in his old

position. He has grown up in the packing industry, in which he is one of the

pioneers in the packing and shipping of fruits. No man stands higher in the

estimation of the growers and distributors, or commands the respect of those

under his direction, than does Raymond U. Robinson. He is well and favorably

known all over the fruit districts of the state. 




The marriage of Mr. Robinson and

Jennie M. Bevefiel, a native of Indiana, was celebrated in Fresno. They have

four children: Fay, the wife of Herold Emmick and the mother of a daughter;

Marjorie, Mrs. Jerome Crawford; Halbert, in the employ of the Santa Fe Railroad;

and Doris, at home. Mr. Robinson has won a high place in the business circles

of Fresno and the San Joaquin Valley and is a liberal contributor towards all

projects that have for their object the upbuilding of the best interests of the

county and state. He is a self-made man in the truest sense of the term, for he

began at the bottom and by persistency of purpose he has gradually won a name

and place for himself in one of the greatest lines of business in the state. 




 




GEORGE H. SNYDER.




 




The oil industry has contributed,

in a greater degree, to the wealth of California, during the past two decades

than any other business enterprise in the state, and in the Coalinga oilfield

section of Fresno County it has given a wonderful impetus to the development of

all lines of business endeavor. Perhaps no corporation has been more intimately

associated with the advancement of the oil industry, in the Coalinga field,

than the Associated Pipe Line. 




The efficient superintendent of

the Maricopa division of the Associated Pipe Line, George H. Snyder, is a

native of Flemington, N. J., where he was born November 16, 1864, a son of

Henry and Mary (Riley) Snyder, natives of Germany and Ireland, respectively.

Henry Snyder was a carpenter by trade and emigrated to the United States when a

boy of seventeen. He engaged in the building business in New York, afterwards

becoming a farmer in New Jersey, near Flemington. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Snyder

were the parents of six children, four boys and two girls, George H. being the

oldest child, and the only one living in the Golden State. When he was fourteen

years old, George H. Snyder was apprenticed as a machinist in the Long Island

Railway Shops, at Long Island City, where he remained three years, when he

accepted a position with the Lehigh Valley Railway Shops at Perth Amboy, N. J.

Mr. Snyder was next employed by the New jersey Central Railway at

Elizabethport, N. J., where he was foreman of the erecting department. After

the memorable blizzard of the winter 1888, George H. Snyder, took a trip to

Mexico, where he accepted a position with the International Railway Company as

master mechanic, remaining with the company four years, after which he was for

ten years the master mechanic of the Coahuila and Alamo Coal Company. Later on

he was associated with the Sabinas Limited for two years as superintendent of

their irrigation plant on the company's large farms. In 1904, George H. Snyder

came to Los Angeles, Cal., where he accepted a position with the Interurban and

Pacific Electric Railway, having charge of their power plants. His next

position .was as master mechanic for the firm of J. G. White & Co., in

charge of their construction work, for the Government, on the Colorado River

above Yuma. In February, 1905, he returned to Los Angeles, where he assumed

full charge of power plants of the Los Angeles Interurban and Pacific Electric

Railway, and became the master mechanic of their shops. Mr. Snyder remained in

the employ of the railway company until 1907, when he resigned to accept a

position with the Tracy Engineering Company, of San Francisco, his duty being

to install boilers for the company along the line of the Associated Pipe Line,

between Bakersfield and Port Costa. About one year afterwards he became the

inspector for the Associated Pipe Line between Bakersfield and Port Costa with

his headquarters at Fresno. So satisfactory was his service to the company that

in 1911 he was appointed superintendent of the Maricopa division which includes

the business of the company between Maricopa and Mendota, a distance of 150

miles, his headquarters being located at Coalinga. So loyally and efficiently

has Mr. Snyder discharged his duties to the company, that he still retains the

position. 




Fraternally, Mr. Snyder is a

member of the Odd Fellows, of the Knights of Pythias, and is an ex-director and

member of the Coalinga Growlers Club. He is greatly interested in every worthy

movement that has as its aim the forwarding of the best interests of Coalinga

and Fresno County and has been very active in all the war movements. 




 




JACOB ROSENTHAL.




 




A splendid example of the

self-made man of Fresno County, and one who, starting without means, except

those provided by Nature, succeeded at last, through a willing disposition and

an unfaltering courage, in climbing steadily to success, is that of Jacob

Rosenthal, who has not ceased to climb, for he believes that there is always

room at the top. Coming from a distant shore and of a different civilization,

he nevertheless brought with him qualities needed for success in the new world,

and has both received from and given to the society that he found in the

making, and of which he has become an honorable part. 




Born in Russia, on August 27,

1870, Mr. Rosenthal is the son of Andrew and Barbara Rosenthal, both of whom

were also natives of the land of the Czar. He was reared and educated in the

country of his birth, and shared the home with seven other children of his

parents, four of whom had the hardihood to come also to America. These were,

besides the subject of this review, Philip, Henry and Kate. Philip still makes

his home in Colorado, while the others reside in Fresno County. 




The new century was just dawning

when Jacob emigrated to the United States in 1900, and in 1901, suiting his

action to the spirit of the age, he came to Fresno County. He located at Sanger

and soon found employment with the Sanger Lumber Company, in whose service he

remained for seven years. During this strenuous time he managed to save about

$2,000. 




In 1908, he rented a ranch in

Kutner Colony for one year, then in 1909 he bought twenty acres in Del Rev, in

its virgin state, but he leveled the ground, got it in good condition, and

planted it to vines and peaches. Upon it, also, he erected a fine dwelling,

with modern conveniences. In 1915, he also bought twenty-seven acres of

vineyard near Reedley and operated both until the fall of 1918, when he sold

out and purchased eighty acres in Barstow Colony, where he has thirty acres of

vineyard and ten acres of alfalfa, though he will put it all into vineyard and

orchard. He also built a residence and suitable buildings and took up his abode

in the new place in January, 1919. Mr. Rosenthal believes that the cooperation

of fruit men is the only means of making a success of the raisin industry, so

he is an enthusiastic member and stockholder of the California Associated

Raisin Company, as well as of the California Peach Growers. Inc. 




In 1889, Mr. Rosenthal was

married to Miss Mollie Esheim, and they have had eleven children, of whom six

are now living: Jacob, Herman, John, Frieda, Edward V., and Norman. Soon after

coming to Sanger. Mr. Rosenthal took out his first citizenship papers, and in 1906

he received his second document, which made him, to his great satisfaction and

that of his patriotic and grateful family, a full-fledged citizen of the United

States. 




Mr. and Mrs. Rosenthal and family

are members of the Sanger Lutheran Church, and all are interested in its

various activities, as also in the Red Cross and other patriotic endeavors, and

are ready in every way to help support the administration in the great work of

winning for the world a lasting peace. They are happy to have found such a

welcome and such opportunities in Central California, and are glad to continue

to take an active part in its development. 




 




FRANK T. JOHNSON.




 




One of the native sons of

California who has been very successful in having improved a fine ranch and

established a good dairy, with plenty of choice alfalfa, is Frank T. Johnson,

who was born near Hanford, Kings County, February 25, 1882. His father, Samuel

Johnson, was born in Tennessee, and came to California across the plains. He

first located at Modesto, and then moved to Kings County, where he bought land

near Hanford. He next homesteaded 160 acres between Dinuba and Kingsburg, and

there he planted grain and raised stock. After a while he moved back to

Hanford, where he farmed until he died, in 1883. Frank was then eighteen months

old. His mother was Elizabeth A. Brady of Tennessee before her marriage. Mr.

and Mrs. Johnson were married in Tennessee, and came West as a young married

couple. Now Mrs. Johnson resides in Fresno, the mother of ten children, seven

of whom have grown up. 




Frank, the youngest of all, was

brought up on the farm near Hanford until he was twelve years old, and then he

removed to the Dinuba farm. He attended the public school, but he also learned

grain farming and viticulture. He became the owner of a part of the old home,

sold it and bought twenty-five acres of it, which he set out as a peach orchard

and a vineyard of Sultana and Thompson seedless grapes. When he had conducted

that six years, he sold once more, and in 1909 removed to Tranquility. 




The country was new, so he bought

sixty acres of raw land, which he leveled and checked to alfalfa. He engaged

for a while in dairying, but later he sold the dairy. He bought more land, and

has made a specialty of raising hay. Now he has 125 acres, and no better could

anywhere be found. 




In February, 1918, he purchased twenty

acres on Marks and Church avenues, and moved there and began to cultivate

vines. He also commenced to raise olives, and in both fields he made a success.

He sold out in May, 1919, and moved back to his Tranquility ranch. 




At Sacramento Mr. Johnson was

married to Miss Effie Maude Shutt, a native of Indiana, and three children have

blessed their union. They are Dolores, Eleanor and Louis. 




 




THOMAS J. ALLEN.




 




A close student of daily life,

and a man of sound common sense, who after many years of hard work and struggle

for existence, believes that the Socialist party offers the only adequate

solution for industrialism, is Thomas J. Allen. 




Mr. Allen was born in Person

County, N. C, on November 2, 1865, and grew up in Person County until the age

of eight, when he moved with his parents to Waite and later to Durham County,

where his mother died when he was but fourteen. His parents had been poor, and

when the mother died, he was without a home, and had to make his living by

working out on tobacco and cotton plantations in Durham and Granville Counties,

suffering hardships, neglect and abuse until he became large enough to fight

for his right to live. He continued to work out on cotton and tobacco

plantations in North Carolina until twenty-four and then went to Collin County,

Texas, where he continued to raise cotton until 1893. 




In that year he came to Hanford,

Cal., arriving with hardly enough to pay for his lodging. He lost no time in

finding work on ranches, and for four years followed the hard life of a farm

hand. 




He then came to Fresno County and

bought forty acres in the Laguna de Tache Grant, and while "baching,"

worked hard and improved the land. He still owns this place, together with two

others, 120 acres, in all, well-improved and making three very attractive

ranches in the Laguna district, and in the month of July, 1919, he added still

further to his possessions by the purchase of seventy additional acres, on the

Murphy Slough, some three miles north of his home place. 




In 1914 he went back to North

Carolina, where he was married to Miss Minnie Sanford, a native of North

Carolina, and a member of an old family in that state, well identified, as is

the Allen family, with American history and the growth and development of the

South. She is a daughter of Robert and Sally (Pool) Sanford, and was born and

brought up in Granville County. 




After their marriage, Mr. and

Mrs. Allen started to farm, working the ranch of Mrs. Sanford, the

mother-in-law; but before the summer was half over, he gave his crop to Mrs.

Sanford, and on July 20, 1904, he returned with his bride to California and

resumed farming operations here. He improved that place, did well, and in 1910

bought the forty acres where he now lives; still later he bought forty acres

north of Riverdale. In 1912 he built the house in which they now reside. Mr.

and Mrs. Allen have had three children, and two — Walter and Zelma — are still

living. 




Both Mr. and Mrs. Allen have many

friends. Mr. Allen devotes most of his efforts to dairying, and is a

stockholder and patron of the Riverdale Cooperative Creamery. 




 




ALEXANDER BORGER.




 




A resident of Fresno for more

than a quarter of a century, during which time he has become well-known, is

Alexander Borger, proprietor of the Alex Cafe, who was born in Priwalnaja,

Samara, Russia, on June 10, 1870. His father was William Borger, a grain buyer,

who traveled the length of the Volga River and died in 1887. His wife, who was

Mary Bier before her marriage, also died there, the mother of three sons and a

daughter, of whom Alexander is the only one who came to America. 




He was brought up in the city of

Priwalnaja, and sent to the public schools, where he received a good education;

and when fifteen was apprenticed to learn the grocery trade at Saratov. For

three years he "pegged" away in return for instruction, experience

and twenty dollars a year, and then he continued to work in the same place,

receiving sixty dollars the fourth year, eighty dollars the fifth, and $120 the

sixth. 




On account of military oppression

he came to the United States, having heard here of the greater opportunities

and hoping to do better. An uncle, the Rev. Jacob Legler, was a Lutheran

minister in Fresno; and so, having reached New York, he crossed the continent

to Fresno, which he reached on December 30, 1891. Fie worked with the Southern

Pacific builders of the Pollasky road, and in 1892 picked grapes. After that,

for two years, he worked in Stack's restaurant, and then for a couple of years

he was with Gambrinos. 




Next he started in the grocery

business on G Street with M. Karle and continued for a year; and having sold

out, he leased, with Henry Fries, a ranch on the Laguna Grant. The partners had

a vineyard there, but after a year they dissolved their partnership. He was

next in the employ of Ed Schwartz for four years, and was then proprietor of

the Railroad House for a year. 




Having conducted a restaurant on

I Street for two years, he disposed of the business and for a year was grading

streets as a general contractor. Then he engaged in the grocery business with

H. Bier on California and Elm avenues, and after a year sold out and was in the

employ of FI. Schwartz for two years. 




In 1913 he bought the Waffle

Kitchen from Charles Kline, and when he became proprietor, he named the now

famous eating-place the Alex Cafe. It is located at 1042 H Street, a remodeled

and thoroughly up-to-date establishment. Mr. Borger also owns a twenty-acre

vineyard at Biola devoted to raising Thompson seedless raisins and is a member

of the California Associated Raisin Company. Mr. Borger also built and now owns

a handsome residence at 455 F Street. 




On October 2, 1892, Mr. Borger

was married at Fresno to Miss Mary Bier, who came to Fresno in 1892. She is a

native of Mr. Borger's birthplace in Russia, and the daughter of Philipp Bier,

a farmer there. Mr. and Mrs. Borger have had four children: Katie, who is Mrs.

McMahon of Fresno; Alexander, Jr., who is with the subject of our sketch; Mary,

who died when she was only a year old; and Henry, the youngest. The family

attend the German Lutheran Church. 




 




WILLIAM HARRISON ENLOW.




 




A progressive young man, formerly

manager of the Builders Lumber Company at Kerman, is William Harrison Enlow, a

native son, born in Tulare County, sixteen miles from Visalia, in the Kaweah

district. His father, Henry Harlan Enlow, was also a native son, born in the

same county. His grandfather, John Kinney Enlow, was an Eastern man who crossed

the plains as a pioneer to California, where he became a well-known farmer and

stockman, and in which new land of promise he died. Growing up to man's estate,

Henry Harlan Enlow farmed awhile in the vicinity of his home, and then he moved

to Lemon Cove, where he was foreman of a ranch devoted to horticulture. He is

now employed as foreman for the Merriam Fruit, Land and Lumber Company. Mrs.

Enlow, William's mother, was Susan Hannah Snowden, before her marriage, and she

was also born near Kaweah. She is the daughter of Hubbard Snowden, a native of

Arkansas, who in early days crossed the prairies to California, and here, after

having well performed his part, be died, in 1917, seventy-one years of age. Her

own life of usefulness and joy to others, Mrs. Enlow is still living,

surrounded by loving friends. 




The eldest of eight children,

William H. was brought up on a farm at Lemon Cove, and there attended the

grammar school, later going to the high school at Visalia. At eighteen he took

up the lumber business with the Naftsinger Lumber Company at Dillonwood, and

thoroughly mastering every detail, he began at the bottom and worked for two

years until he became a grader. Meanwhile he saved his money, and so was

enabled to enter Heald's Business College from which he was graduated with

honors in 1911. 




For seven months Mr. Enlow was

with the Fresno Home Packing Company as bookkeeper, and then he put in a year

with the San Joaquin Light and Power Company at Fresno, where he was also

bookkeeper: He next went into the retail lumber business with the Valley Lumber

Company at Kingsburg, from February to October, 1912, and after that he went to

Selma for the same company. In April, 1913, he was transferred to Fowler as

yard foreman; and as such he was active until October, 1914. Then Mr. Prescott

of the Valley Company secured him a place in the Kerman yard with the Builders

Lumber Company. At first he was foreman, but in February, 1915, he was made

manager of the yard where he remained until September, 1918. 




While in Fowler, in 1914, Mr.

Enlow was married to Miss Lena Isabelle Garretson, a native of Conejo, Fresno

County, and who is a worthy helpmate. They have a daughter, Delores Linelle

Enlow. Mr. Enlow is a member of the lumbermen's organization, the Hoo Hoos. 




 




RICHARD BEVERLY CONDLEY.




 




A successful engineer widely

experienced in the use of gas and steam engines and all kinds of pumps, who is

highly esteemed as a citizen and neighbor, is Richard Beverly Condley, in

charge of valuable properties for the Union Oil Company on the Clairmont,

Ardell, Coalinga 8 and Security leases. He was born in Marshall, Saline County,

Mo., on March 28, 1872, and came to California in the late nineties. 




His father was David Mack

Condley, a native of Arkansas who became a farmer in Saline County, Mo., moved

to Napa, Cal., but returned to the Iron State, and finally died there at

Marshall. His devoted wife, who was Martha Barnett before her marriage, had

been born in Benton County and also died in .Missouri. Three girls and one boy

were born of this union, and all are in California. 




Richard, the oldest, was reared

on a farm in Saline County and there educated at the public schools, remaining

home until he was twenty-one. At Marshall, on March 28, 1893, he married Miss

Ethel Hinton, a native of that place, and the daughter of David and Clara

(Parks) Hinton, born respectively in Indiana and Pennsylvania. She came in her

youth to Missouri with her parents and there married. Her father was a

machinist and a stationary engineer, and was engaged in threshing, shelling

corn, and manufacturing lumber for which work he ran a saw mill at Miami, on

the Missouri River. Both father and mother are living at Marshall. Six children

grew up, and two are in California; and Mrs. Condley is the second oldest of

these. 




From 1893 until 1897 Mr. Condley

engaged in farming in Saline County, Mo., and then he came west to Hanford,

Cal., where he entered the employ for a short time of the Southern Pacific

Railroad. Then he put in four years with the winery of George West & Sons,

at Hanford, and after that he removed to Bakersfield and took up work as a

machinist helper for the Associated Oil Company in the Kern River Field.

Continuing there, he also worked as a gas and steam engineer and a practical

pump man, but after seven years, he resigned. 




When the Lake View gusher No. 1

was struck, he went to Maricopa as a machinist for the Union Oil, and for

several years he had charge of their machinery. In 1912 he was transferred in

the same capacity to the Coalinga field, and here he has been ever since. 




Four children have blessed the

marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Condley — each of whom has thus far done some good

work to honor the family name: Charles is also with the Union Oil, assisting

his father, and is married to Eva Urnburn; Lucy, now Mrs. G. C. Work, lives at

Oilfields, and has one child, Robert Beverly; and Edna and David are in the

Coalinga Union High School. Mr. Condley belongs to the Woodmen of the World at

Bakersfield. 




 




WILLIAM NELSON FULLER.




 




Identified with the development

of Fresno County as one of the real upbuilders of the Arizona Colony is William

Nelson Fuller. He was born in Detroit, Mich., on November 27, 1855, the son of

John Fuller, a native of London, Ont., Can., and one of the successful

representatives of a line of energetic forebears who came from England to New York

State and then migrated to Canada. 




John Fuller removed to Detroit,

where he remained a few years and then located on a farm near Lexington,

Sanilac County. Mich., and there foil,, wed farming until his death, at

Criswell, in the same county. The mother, Jane Wilson before her marriage, was

also born in London, Ont., but of Scotch descent; and she, too, died at

Criswell, leaving five boys and a girl, among whom our subject is the oldest

son and the only one in California. 




William Nelson was reared in

Sanilac County on a farm, and educated at the public schools. When sixteen, he

left home and worked on farms in different parts of Southern Michigan. He saved

his money and entered the high school at Grand Rapids from which he was

graduated; and then he learned the trades of a carpenter and a plasterer. After

completing his apprenticeships, he came West to Minneapolis, and there he

worked as a journeyman, laboring also in St. Paul. Two years later he removed

to Fargo. N. D., working as a carpenter, and then he went to Bismarck, where he

set up as a contractor and builder. He was in Bismarck when it was the terminus

of the Northern Pacific Railroad, and was also there when the capitol was moved

from Pierre to Bismarck. 




In 1887, when the development of California

realty interests was at its height, he came to Los Angeles and engaged in

farming and horticulture, which he continued for five years; he then came north

to Fresno County, where he homesteaded 160 acres near Raymond in what is now

Madera County. He made numerous improvements, erecting buildings and in five

years he sold the property at an advantage; and then he came to his present

place. This was in 1897, and Mr. Fuller was one of the first settlers in the

Montpellier Colony. 




He began with fifteen acres of

raw land — mere hog wallow — on Thorn Avenue, bought a water right, constructed

a ditch, and brought the water on to the place; he then began raising

strawberries for the Fresno market. He had ten acres of berries, and with a Mr.

Markley was a pioneer strawberry grower in this section. Later he bought ten

acres more of land. After some years, he quit raising strawberries and set out

the whole twenty-five acres in a peach orchard, making a specialty of Muir,

Lovell and Elberta peaches. He has raised as many as two tons of dried peaches

to the acre, and has sold dried peaches as low as two and a half cents a pound,

and as high as fifteen cents a pound. He and his wife have developed their

property into a beautiful place, and they are now the oldest settlers on the

Montpellier tract. A member of the California Peach Growers, Inc., from its

organization, he is also a stockholder and a member in the California

Associated Raisin Company. 




While in Los Angeles, Mr. Fuller

was married to Lucy Mohr, a native of Switzerland, in which country she was

reared until she was fifteen, when she came to Racine, Wis. She also came to

Los Angeles in the boom year of 1887. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fuller are members of

the Presbyterian Church in Fresno, and each endeavors to perform civic service

under the banners of the Republican party. 




 




THOMAS EDWARD BUTLER.




 




In these days of special training

and strenuous effort, he who hopes to attain success, whether in professional,

commercial or agricultural lines, must be a man of brains and persistency, with

a scientific knowledge of his chosen vocation. Such a man is T. E. Butler, who

has risen to a prominent place among the fruit-growers of Fresno County. 




Mr. Butler is a native of

Illinois where he was born in Wayne County, April 5, 1886, a son of William M.

and Charlotte (McDuffee) Butler. He was reared and educated in his native state

in the public schools and early began to learn the details of farming. In 1906

he migrated to California, locating at Dinuba, and entered the employ of F. H.

Wilson, of Tulare County, for whom he worked nine years on his various ranches.

The experience gained through this period of employment was very valuable and

especially helpful in the discharge of his responsible position later in life.

He began at the very bottom and gradually worked his way to the top. Mr. Butler

has concentrated his thought upon horticulture and viticulture and is a close

student of nature. He worked for M. Pettit for two years and to him gives much

of the credit for the success he has made in later years, for he was a kind

employer, willing to impart helpful information to Mr. Butler, who was anxious

to learn. 




By reason of his superior

knowledge and practical experience, Mr. Butler was called to take charge of 160

acres in Barstow Colony, devoted to vines and figs, owned by W. M. Hopper, and

from there, on May 15, 1919, he came to his present place as manager of the

Hopper Ranch at Parlier, 150 acres of which is in orchard of peaches and

apricots. During the busy season he has the oversight of about 100 people, at

other times six or seven. This responsible position requires a thorough

knowledge of the fruit industry. In 1905, T. E. Butler was united in marriage

with Miss Ethel Scott, a native of Sims, Ill., and the daughter of Frank Scott.

Mr. and Mrs. Butler have two sons, Roy and Earl. Mr. Butler has exceeded his

expectations as a successful viticulturist and orchardist, and his integrity of

character, perseverance and business methods justly merit the high esteem in

which he is held in his community. 




 




JEFFERSON E. DAVIS.




 




The traditions of a distinguished

American family especially prominent in the South are revived in the narration

of the life of Jefferson E. Davis, an influential member of the City of Fresno

Board of Police and Fire Commissioners, and an extensive stockman owning 3,000

acres of choice land in Fresno, Stanislaus and Merced counties. His father was

William Hale Davis, a native of Mississippi and a second cousin of Jefferson

Davis, President of the Confederate States. When a mere child, he came to

Little Rock, Ark., and the Davis family therefore was one of the first white

families that settled at that place. An aunt. Mrs. Mary Lemberger, W. H. Davis'

sister, whose home is still at Little Rock, although now about 106 years old,

paid a visit to Fresno relatives in the summer of 1912; she enjoys the

distinction of being the first white child born at Little Rock. 




William Hale Davis left Little

Rock in October, 1849, and came across the plains in company with his

brother-in-law, John Lemberger, traveling by way of Salt Lake City; and they

had several fights with the Indians. Landing at Dogtown, in Tuolumne County, in

April, 1850, they went to work in the mines there and in the fall of that year,

Mr. Lemberger died. Just about that time the trouble with the Digger Indians

began in Mariposa County, and Mr. Davis and his partner, Charles B. Watts (late

of Watts Valley, Fresno County), both enlisted, as volunteers, under

Brigadier-General Edward Fitzgerald Beale, and fought until the Indians were

subdued. During this campaigning, Mr. Davis had a thrilling experience such as

would be likely to try any man's mettle. Sent by General Beale on a foraging

expedition to get meat for the company, he was caught in a terrible snowstorm

and was lost in the mountains. Suddenly, as if he dropped from the skies, an

Indian appeared, and tapping him on the shoulder, exclaimed. "Omega!"

meaning "friend;" the Indian then guided Mr. Davis to his tribe,

which lived in the Yosemite Valley, and kept him until the snowstorm was over,

when the chief showed him the sights and sent a guide to help him find his way

hack to General Beale's command. Thus Mr. Davis was one of the first white men

to see the Yosemite Falls when the country round about was in its primeval

state, and before travelers of any kind began to come there in numbers. After

the Indian troubles, he drifted on to Fort Miller, in Mariposa County, where he

came into touch with Phineas Banning and other pioneers and military men

besides General Beale. 




He stayed in Mariposa County and

mined until 1860, when he came over to the Kings River Bottoms and, settling on

the river banks, engaged in farming and stock-raising until the fall of 1867,

when the floods swept away his houses and drowned many of his cattle. He then

took the remnants of his herds and drove to Watts Valley and there followed the

cattle and sheep business until the time of his death, in November, 1870, when

he passed away about fifty years of age. 




William Hale Davis was married at

El Monte in 1857 to Miss Sarah Jane Ellis, the daughter of Dr. T. O. Ellis, a

physician, who was also a bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; and

he preached while riding horseback with his saddlebags and bibles all the way

from Los Angeles to Stockton and Sacramento, establishing churches wherever he

went. Mrs. Davis is one of the most wonderful pioneer women, of very strong

character as may be inferred from the fact that she drove an ox team across the

plains all the way from Texas, her native State. Born in Tyler County, she

belonged to a family that, like the Davis', came from Mississippi. Dr. Ellis

was one of the first school superintendents of Fresno County, and he twice

filled that responsible office — in 1868-69 and again from 1872 to 1875. Left a

widow in 1870 with a family of five boys and one girl. Mrs. Davis carried on

the ranching operations, kept the family together, and reared them with a good

education. At the age of eighty-two she is still living on her ranch of 500

acres twenty miles southeast of old Fort Miller, and twenty miles northeast of

Fresno; and there she has dwelt since 1874. She attended to all of her own

business until 1916 when she sold her cattle to her son, John V. Davis, and

leased him the farm as a stock ranch. 




Except the eldest child, Thomas,

who died when he was three years old, Mrs. Davis' children are all living.

William T. resides with his mother on the ranch and is engaged in cattle

raising; Jefferson Ellis is the subject of our review; Mary Frances is the wife

of D. M. Baird, an extensive rancher of Fresno County elsewhere mentioned in

this work; Eugene G. resides at Clovis and is a cattle raiser; John O., already

referred to, runs the Davis ranch; and W. H. lives at Fresno and is a

vineyardist. 




Jefferson Ellis Davis was born at

Hornitas, in Mariposa County, on January 21, 1863, while his mother was there

on a visit, and grew up mainly in Fresno County. His educational advantages

were limited, so that his knowledge is of a practical nature such as one might

be expected to acquire through his work. As a boy, he began to drive horses,

operate machinery and work on the farm, and at sixteen he managed the farm of

the Davis estate. 




In 1901 he was married to Miss

Martha R. Taylor of Los Angeles, a graduate of the State Normal at Los Angeles

and of the University of California; and formerly a teacher in Fresno County.

Her father was Asher Taylor, the well-known pioneer, and his portrait is to be

found with those of the early pioneers of San Francisco, including Flood,

Mackay, Rowlston, and others. Since his marriage, Mr. Davis has been engaged in

general ranching and stock-raising. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have five children:

Muriel R. graduated from the Fresno High School with the Class of '18; Warren

Jefferson is still in attendance at that well-conducted institution; William

Emery, Barbara, and Gordon P. 




A police and fire commissioner of

Fresno with a record in each instance that is very good, Mr. Davis has always

worked to elevate the standard of morality in the city and has very naturally

been in favor of making Fresno a dry town. He is a member of St. Paul's

Methodist Episcopal Church. In national politics, he is a Democrat. 




 




JOHN H. GILBERTSON.




 




The enterprising and progressive

blacksmith of Coalinga, Jack Gilbertson, as he is familiarly known, is of

Scotch ancestry, his grandfather, Henry Gilbertson, having been born in the

land of the heather and of Bobby Burns, from which country he emigrated to

Canada, afterwards moving over the line into New York State. He was a

blacksmith by trade and passed his last days in the Empire State. The father of

J. H. Gilbertson was Thomas Gilbertson, a native of Canada, who followed the

trade of blacksmith in New York State as well as in Pennsylvania. While he was

engaged at his trade in the latter state, oil was discovered at the old Drake

well, near Titusville, Pa. Later on he ran a shop at Bradford, Pa., and it was

in this place that he died. John H. Gilbertson, the subject of this sketch, was

born on May 10, 1877, near the famous old Drake oil-well, located near Titusville,

Pa. His mother, in maidenhood, was Ellen O'Hara, a native of New York State,

and she resides now at Long Beach, Cal. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gilbertson were the

parents of ten children, eight of whom are living, J. H. being the sixth child.






When eleven years of age, Jack

Gilbertson moved with his parents to Bradford, Pa., and it was in the public

school of this town that he received his early education. Following the

footsteps of his father and grandfather, he learned the trade of a blacksmith,

and in due time ran a shop in partnership with his father. He remained with him

until he sold his interest and then he accepted a position with an oil-tool

company, in West Virginia, where he was the blacksmith for the firm of Betman,

Watson & Burnham, in Belmont, W. Va. After remaining here three years he

returned to Bradford where he was in the employ of the Oil Well Supply Company,

as a blacksmith, continuing with them for five years. Having a desire to see

the western states, Mr. Gilbertson migrated as far west as Kiefer, Okla., where

he was foreman of the Independent Iron Works, engaged in building oil-well

machinery. His next move was eastward, as he located at Rochester, N. Y., where

he secured employment with the Fredericks Structural Iron Works as foreman of

their blacksmithing department. After remaining here a few months, Mr.

Gilbertson moved to California, making his advent into the Golden State in

1906, locating at Coalinga, where he secured employment with the California

Oilfields Limited, as a blacksmith, which position he filled for three years,

when he left Coalinga for Tonopah, Nev. After serving nine months as master

mechanic of the Tonopah Extension, he resigned and returned to Coalinga, where

he accepted the position of head blacksmith for the Bunting Iron Works, which

place he efficiently filled for five years, resigning in 1915 to engage in

business for himself. Purchasing the blacksmith shop of Hansen & Borum, he

opened a general blacksmithing business, also engaged in auto repairing and

light oil-tool blacksmithing work. Mr. Gilbertson is an expert in his line of

work, an enterprising business man who has the happy faculty of making friends,

which accounts for his growing and prosperous business, located on Front

Street, Coalinga. From a boy Mr. Gilbertson was reared in the oil region and

has been through most of the prominent oil-fields and has had valuable

experience in the making of oil-well tools. While with the Oil Well Supply

Company in Bradford. Pa., he assisted in the making of the fishing tools that

were exhibited at the Saint Louis Exposition. 




Mr. Gilbertson was united in

marriage with Miss Gladys M. Levey, a native of Iowa, and they have three

children: Jack; Helen, and Norma. Fraternally, Mr. Gilbertson is a member of

the Eagles. 




 




JAMES P. GREGORY.




 




An enterprising and progressive

resident of the Rolinda section of Fresno County, is James P. Gregory, merchant

and rancher who has become one of the leading men in his community, where he is

very popular. He was born near Chattanooga, Tenn., December 3, 1876, a son of

Thomas and Sarah (Milam) Gregory, who were both born in that state. The elder

Gregory was both a merchant and farmer, and conducted a mercantile

establishment in Daisy, Hamilton County, and later in Hill City, Tenn.

Subsequently he removed to the Cherokee Nation and engaged in farm pursuits at

Vian and there he passed to his reward. Mrs. Gregory died in Tennessee. They

were the parents of two children: James P., of this review, and Mrs. J. C.

Bach, of Barstow Colony. By a former marriage Thomas Gregory was the father of

three children, and by a later one, of one son, Lawrence, now in the United

States Army. 




James P. was educated in the

public schools in Tennessee until his removal with the family to the Cherokee

Nation in 1891, there he continued his studies in the public school and

completed at the academy. During the interval he assisted his father on the

farm. Having a desire to see the Pacific Coast country, in 1901 he left for

California and came direct to Fresno. He soon found employment in the store at

Kearney Park owned by the late M. Theo. Kearney, and there, by careful

attention to the interests of his employer, he soon became known as a young man

of ability and was made manager of the store. 




In 1905, having gained a good

insight into local conditions and become familiar with the methods of carrying

on the general merchandise business here. Mr. Gregory saw a good opening for a

like enterprise on White's Bridge Road, one-half mile east of Rolinda Station.

He leased an acre of land and the small building that had been erected for him,

and began on a small scale. There were but few ranches in the locality and the

little store was the only building at the four corners. Being well and

favorably known, he soon drew trade from former patrons of the Kearney store

and gradually his business grew. Before three years had passed he was able to

buy the land where his store stood and some besides, making two and one-half

acres: he tore down the old building and erected a more commodious structure

and by close application to business prospered beyond his expectations. He it

was who gave the name of Rolinda to the settlement; also named Rolinda Avenue,

running north and south. During the time he was carrying on the store he also

farmed some land across the road from his store and raised some good crops. On

account of ill health caused by too close confinement in the store, Mr. Gregory

sold out the stock of merchandise in March, 1919, and then turned his attention

to the development of a ranch of sixty acres that he purchased in July, 1918,

and which is located on McKinley Avenue. Later, he expects to reenter the

mercantile field at Rolinda. He is a member of the California Associated Raisin

Company and he served as a deputy under Sheriffs Chittenden, McSwain,

Thorwaldsen and Jones. As a republican he has ever sought to do his duty at the

polls; also has shown an interest in educational affairs and is serving as a

trustee of the Houghton school district. Fraternally, he is a member of

Houghton Lodge of the Fraternal Brotherhood at Rolinda and of Pitiaches Tribe,

I. O. R. M., at Fresno. 




The marriage of James P. Gregory

and Miss Bena Jacobsen, the daughter of P. C. Jacobsen, a pioneer resident of

this section, was celebrated in February, 1904. Of this union six children have

been born: Ruth, Emma, Edna, Tames, Clarence, and Parker, who add to the charm

of the Gregory household, and with their parents enjoy the good will and esteem

of their many friends. 




 




JOHN BIEN.




 




A prosperous rancher of the Biola

district, John Bien is justly proud of his record and what he has accomplished

through his own industry and thrift. Born in Dinkel, Samara, Russia, August 30,

1875, he is a son of George and Annie (Grommer) Bien, both residents of that country,

and there the father's death occurred, in 1878; the mother still living in the

old country. John is one of two brothers left living out of a family of three

boys and one girl born to his parents. He was educated in the public schools of

his native town and when six years of age went to live with his uncle, Conrad

Bien, remaining with him until the age of fifteen. From that early age he made

his own way in life, working out on farms for his board and twenty-five dollars

a year, which stipend was increased a little each year, until when twenty-four

years of age he was receiving fifty dollars a year, out of which sum he had to

buy his clothes and incidentals — an illustration of the scant wages paid to

young people in that country. 




In the fall of 1898, the young

man emigrated to the United States, and first located in Lincoln, Nebr., where

he was in the employ of the Union Pacific Railroad. In the fall of 1900 he came

to Fresno, and for seven years was in the employ of the Southern Pacific

Railroad. In 1907 he left the railroad work and was employed in a clothing

establishment for eighteen months; then leased a ranch on Barstow Avenue,

raised alfalfa and engaged in the dairy business for five years. During this

time he bought his present ranch, in 1910, and for a time worked both places.

He now has a forty-acre ranch on Biola and Barstow Avenues, fifteen miles

northwest of Fresno, thirty-five acres of which are in Thompson and muscat

grapes, and the balance in alfalfa. He has made modern improvements on his

property, built a fine residence and barns, put in a modern pumping-plant for

irrigation purposes, and is prospering and reaping the fruits of his industry

and enterprise. 




Mr. Bien's marriage, in Fresno,

united him, on January 8, 1901, with Miss Annie Miller, born in Stahl, Samara,

Russia, a daughter of Andrew and Marie (Grill) Miller, who came to California

in 1900 and are now living in Dinuba. They were the parents of seven children,

Mrs. Bien being the oldest of the family. Mr. and Mrs. Bien have had eight

children born to them, six of whom are living: George, Fred, Amelia, Lizzie,

Martha, and John, jr. The family attends the Congregational Lutheran Church of

Fresno. Mr. Bien is a member of the California Associated Raisin Company, and

keeps in step with the march of progress which is sweeping throughout this

section of the state. 




 




HARVEY H. GEORGESON.




 




A hard-working, honest, gentleman

is Harvey H. Georgeson, who was born in Berlin, Wis., on April 1, 1887. His

father was originally known as L. P. Jorgensen, but owing to much confusion in

the delivery of his mail, due to the presence of so many Jorgensens, he had his

name changed to Georgeson. 




The fourth eldest in a family of

eight children, all of whom grew to maturity. Harvey H. lived in Wisconsin

until 1895, when he came West to California and Fresno County with his parents.

They located in the Madison school district, and there the lad attended school

and obtained the foundation of a good education. He was given much work to do,

however, as a boy, and so early learned viticulture and general ranching, at

which he busied himself until his seventeenth year. He then worked, until the

fall of 1911, at logging, lumbering, and stationary engineering at Millwood,

Pine Ridge and the Standard Lumber Company's plant. 




On New Year's Day, 1912, Mr.

Georgeson was married to Miss Clara V. Hansen, who was born at Malaga, Fresno

County, a daughter of H. C. Hansen. 




Following his marriage, Mr.

Georgeson purchased his present ranch of twenty acres at the corner of Madison

and Braly avenues. He laid out a fine vineyard and erected a residence with

suitable buildings for farm use. His vineyard yields the best of Muscat and

Thompson seedless grapes, and these command the highest prices in the market.

Mr. Georgeson is both a member and a stockholder of the California Associated

Raisin Company. 




For the past six years Mr.

Georgeson has also assisted in caring for the county roads in road district No.

1, and he runs the Holt caterpillar sixty horsepower engine used in doing the

road work. 




Mr. and Mrs. Georgeson have two

children, Gilbert and Stanley. 




 




RICHARD I. FARRIS.




 




A representative of the splendid

type of manhood of the Middle Western States, Richard I. Farris was born in

Lincoln. Logan County, Ill.. November 23, 1876. His father. John H., was born

in Kentucky, but removed to Illinois in his youth. He then went to Washington

County. Iowa, where he engaged in farming for eighteen years. He first came to

California in 1882, but he returned to Iowa again. In 1910 the Farris family

moved to Fresno County where they engaged in the dairy business until the father's

death, in 1913. He lacked eight days of reaching his eightieth year. The mother

in maidenhood was Louisa Harrold; she was born in Illinois, and is still

living, residing in Fresno. To them were born four children: Mary, of Fresno;

Richard I.; Morton, of Fresno; and Nora, now Mrs. Nowel, of Muscatine, Iowa.

The father, by a former marriage, had four children, two of whom are living. 




Richard I. was raised in Illinois

until his sixteenth year. He followed farming there until 1896, when he went to

Iowa, immediately beginning work with his father on the farm, and continuing

there until the farm was sold, after which he engaged in farming for himself.

In 1903 he made his first trip to California, and in 1910, having sold out,

came again and located in Fresno County, where he entered into the dairy

business on his father's place. Here great improvements have been made: they

have a pumping-plant with twenty-horsepower engine and seven-inch pump, and the

land is also under the Herndon canal system. They have fifteen cows in the

dairy, and are raising alfalfa, also. 




Mr. Farris was married January

23, 1901, to Miss Stella Coppock, daughter of William and Frances (Edwards)

Coppock, who were natives respectively of Ohio and Pennsylvania. Mrs. Farris

was born in Osborne County, Kans. 




Her parents were farmers in Iowa,

and then in Kansas for a time, but later returned to Iowa. Her father was a

Civil War veteran, a member of Company D, Fourth Iowa Cavalry. He has passed

on, leaving his wife and nine children. Mrs. Coppock is now a resident of Iowa.

Mrs. Farris is the fourth of this large family. 




To Mr. and Mrs. Farris have been

born four children: Velma, Wendell, Dale and Gertrude. They are all members of

the North Side Christian Church, Fresno. Mr. Farris is a member of the Board of

Trustees of Roosevelt school district, and of the San Joaquin Valley Milk

Producers Association. He was made a Mason in Dayton Lodge, No. 149, F. &

A. M., at Wellman, Iowa, and transferred his membership to Washington Lodge,

No. 26, Washington, Iowa, of which he is still a member. The Farris family

occupies a high place in the life of the community. 




 




CLAIR E. HALIBURTON.




 




Of a long line of honorable

ancestry, himself a worthy descendant, Clair E. Haliburton, proprietor of The

Toggery, in the Amy Block, stands among the foremost business men of Coalinga.

The Haliburton family in the United States is large and all of that name are

related by blood, being the descendants of two brothers, who came from Scotland

to the United States before the Revolutionary War. One of them settled in North

Carolina, and some of his descendants moved to Tennessee, and it is from this

branch that Clair Haliburton is descended. His father was Henry Warren

Haliburton, who was born in Dickson County, Tenn. His grandfather was Charles

Haliburton who was born in North Carolina but who moved to Tennessee when quite

young, and engaged in farming when grown. There are many Haliburtons in North

Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas and Texas, and a few in Virginia, and they

have become prominent in business and as professional men. More of them have

engaged in the mercantile business than in other lines of activity. 




Henry Warren Haliburton, the

father, was reared in Dickson County. In 1846, when a young man, he migrated to

Missouri, and located in Randolph County, where he became in industrious and

honorable citizen. Soon after the discovery of gold in California, in 1849, he

crossed the plains, driving an ox team in a large train of wagons, and located

in Plumas County. After following mining awhile he drifted into the stock

business, at Globe, Tulare County, where he purchased a ranch and became

successful and influential. He died in 1896 at the age of seventy-four years.

The mother was Mary Martha Osborn, a native daughter of California, born in

Tulare County. Her parents also crossed the plains in the early pioneer days of

California. She died in 1894. 




Clair Haliburton is the youngest

of seven children, and was born at Globe. Tulare County, August 10, 1884.

Following the death of his mother he lived with his sister, Mrs. A. J.

Phillips, now of Tulare, until he had completed the public school course. At fourteen

he began clerking in Epstein's store, at Visalia, receiving only five dollars a

week, and out of this he had to board himself. He stuck to it for four months,

and then began clerking for C. O. Anderson, general merchandise, at Reedley,

remaining with him over six months, when he came to Coalinga to enter the

employ of A. P. May, as a clerk in the gents' furnishing department. He took a

deep interest in his work, and was rewarded by being placed in charge of the

department. After a period of three years he resigned, having decided to engage

in business for himself. 




In 1905 he started a cleaning and

pressing establishment on Front Street, but this soon gave way to the idea of a

gents' furnishing goods store, new and up-to-date. For this purpose he borrowed

$750 from his brother. In order to get a suitable location he purchased a

building and lease for $685 cash, obtained credit and opened the Toggery. Later

he took in as a partner, Louis Green who afterwards sold to a Mr. Martin, and

the firm became Haliburton & Martin. They moved into the May Block and

later into the Amy Block, where they built up a large business. In 1912, Mr.

Martin sold to his partner, and the business has been the exclusive property of

Mr. Haliburton, and it is one of the finest stores in Coalinga. He owes his

success to close application and keeping his credit good, always meeting his

obligations promptly. 




With Messrs. Clayton and Hancock

as partners, Mr. Haliburton brought the first privately-owned airplane to

Fresno County; it is a Canadian-Curtiss J-N-4 Plane. They are using it

commercially, as a passenger sight-seeing and advertising plane. 




Mr. Haliburton was married in

Coalinga to Miss Eva Buckalew, a native of Pennsylvania. They are the parents

of two children, Emory and Richard. 




Mr. Haliburton is a member of the

Fresno Lodge of Elks, of the Coalinga Lodge of Eagles, and of the Chamber of

Commerce. The success he has achieved is his own and no one begrudges it to

him. 




 




A. E. HASLAM.




 




A hard working, progressive and

excellent dairy farmer is A. E. Haslam, the rancher who owns 230 acres of

superior land one mile southeast of Riverdale. He is the original butter maker

in that town, and has the distinction of having first demonstrated the special

advantages of this section for the butter industry. He is a stockholder in the

Riverdale Cooperative Creamery. 




Mr. Haslam was born in London,

England, the son of William Haslam, who was a native of the world's metropolis

and came to America when our subject was only a year old. He settled awhile in

New York City and built up a large cigar manufacturing business, through which

he became comfortably fixed. He had married Elizabeth Ford, also a native of

England, the ceremony taking place in that country; and they became the parents

of four boys and a girl. 




Crowing up in New York City, Mr.

Haslam read the New York Tribune and he heeded Horace Greeley's advice.

"Young man, go West and grow up with the country." At twenty-five

years of age he came to California and at first worked in San Luis Obispo

County at grain farming. He farmed for himself and had a sad experience, for

prices fell to such an extent that they broke him. 




He then came to Riverdale and

worked for Uncle Job Malsbury, who came to California in 1853 and located near

Riverdale in 1885, and he was married to Miss Emma W. Holton, a native of St.

Andrew's, New Brunswick, Canada. She was a teacher in the public schools at

Conejo, in Fresno County, and one child, Margery, eleven years of age, was born

to this union. Mr. Haslam had been previously married in San Luis Obispo County

to Miss Ida M. Turner, a daughter of James Turner, the well-known pioneer of

Riverdale who moved to this section with Mr. Haslam. She became ill and died

during the first year of their residence, and she left two children. Willard

married Mabel Baird and is a rancher owning eighty-six acres at Riverdale, and

they have two children— May and Kenneth: Isabel, the wife of J. T. Hunter, a

carpenter and builder, is the mother of four children — Dorothy, Edward. Marion

and the baby. 




Mr. Haslam bought his present

place sixteen years ago from C. G. Milnes, and he donated a right of way to the

Hanford & Summit Lake Railway. He also owns forty acres a mile to the west.

He is the financial manager of the United Brethren Church of Riverdale — a

living growing congregation, thanks largely to Mr. Ha-slam's excellent work. Mr.

and Mrs. Haslam are consistent Christians, dwell in a fine ranch house which is

one of the very best in Riverdale, and are patriotic citizens, always interested

in advancing the welfare of the community. 




 




DR. DAGMAR PETERSEN.




 




Dr. Petersen, of Selma, comes

from a family wherein learning and character always have been valued highly.

Her father, Jens Peter Petersen, was born in Denmark, became a teacher and was

prominent among the educators of Denmark, but since coming to America he has

turned to agriculture and has made good also in that field. He resided and

farmed in Colorado and came to Fresno County in 1909; and so well has he

prospered here, that he now owns a ranch near Selma. Her mother, who was Manna

Trina Andersen before her marriage, and is a native of Denmark, is also

resident here. Five sons and four daughters were born to this hardy couple. Two

of the youngest sons were in the army in France, and three are ranching in

Colorado. Besides Dr. Dagmar Petersen, Dorothea is a trained nurse and was a

Red Cross nurse in France for one year, and has just returned to Selma. Mary,

who is a graduate of the Colorado State Normal and the University of

California, is a teacher at the Salinas High School; and Agnes is a teacher in

the high school at Grass Valley, where, as a graduate of the art department of

the University of Southern California, she has been chosen to supervise the

drawing. 




Born at Hornsburg, near Akron,

Colo., Miss Dagmar attended the public grammar and high schools in that state,

and first came to California in 1907. Soon after her arrival, she matriculated

in the branch department of the Medical School of the University of California

at Los Angeles — now devoted exclusively to postgraduate work in connection

with the State University; and after taking the regular four-year course, she

was graduated with the Class of 1911. She then went to San Francisco to acquire

practical experience and became an interne at the Children's Hospital, ably

filling that responsible, if subordinate position during the winter of 1911-12.






Ready to start entirely on her

own responsibility. Dr. Petersen began general practice at Patterson in

Stanislaus County, and for a year she was with Dr. Hammer. Later, for a year

and a half, she practiced at Arbuckle, Cal., and in April, 1915, she took the

step, of such importance to Selma as well as to herself, and moved her office

to Selma. 




Naturally endowed with unusual

gifts for her difficult work, and blessed with a personality which inspires

confidence, Dr. Petersen is building up a lucrative practice and a large

clientele. Her offices are located in the Dusaw Building, Rooms 9 and 10. She

is particularly adept in the diagnosis and treatment of children's and women's

diseases; and as there never was a time when the specialist in these fields was

more in demand, a career of useful service seems assured to this highly

accomplished young woman. 




 




HENRY RUDOLPH HALEMEIER.




 




An energetic native son, a

patriotic citizen, and a good manager is Henry R. Halemeier, the son of August

Halemeier, a native of Steinbeck, Westphalia, Germany, where he was reared on a

farm. In 1886 he came to the United States and for eight months settled in

Nebraska; after which, stirred by the reports of greater prospects in the

Golden State, he came to California. On January 10, 1887, he arrived in Fresno

County and joined the Eggers Colony; and there he worked as wine maker in the

Eggers winery. He was later wine maker in the Fresno, the Margherita and Barton

wineries, and rounded out a record of seventeen years in that responsible

position. In the meantime he bought twenty acres of land in the Eggers Colony,

and set out a vineyard with Muscat vines, and built a residence. 




In 1897 Mr. Halemeier purchased

his present place of eighty acres of raw land, which he improved and set out

with Muscat and wine grapes, adding Thompson seedless; afterward he reset the

vineyard and changed it to its present form. With characteristic enterprise, he

also secured valuable land in Merced County, to which from time to time he gave

his personal attention. 




In 1900 Mr. Halemeier quit making

wine and devoted all his energies to his property in this section. He sold

twenty acres and located on the balance of eighty acres, and there, in 1905,

built a substantial residence. In 1916 he rented the place and now resides,

with his wife, in Los Angeles. Mrs. Halemeier was born in Germany, where she

was christened Marie Seckmann. Three children were born to this worthy couple:

August H., the viticulturist on Locan Avenue; Henny, now Mrs. Haeuser, of Whittier;

and Henry Rudolph, the subject of our sketch. 




Born on December 28, 1891, at

Eggers Colony, nine miles east of Fresno, Henry R. attended the Temperance

public school, and when thirteen came to this place, where he continued his

schooling. He also went to Heald's Business College in Fresno, from which he

graduated with honors in 1911. Then he returned home and assisted his father in

the vineyard, having learned that business from the time he was a lad. 




In 1916, Mr. Halemeier leased his

father's ranch of eighty acres and engaged in viticulture and general ranching.

With his brother he became interested in the management of a twenty-acre tract

on Locan Avenue; and as both growers are rated among the enterprising vineyard

proprietors in the county they are making a success of this undertaking. H. R.

Halemeier is a member of the California Associated Raisin Company. 




At Oakland, in 1916, Mr.

Halemeier was married to Miss Bertha Steinbeck, a native of that city, her

father being the well-known business man, H. C. W. Steinbeck. One child, Marion

Elizabeth, has blessed the union. Both Mr. and Mrs. Halemeier take a live

interest in anything making for the betterment of local society, being

especially active in the German Lutheran Church, as were Mr. and Mrs. Halemeier,

Sr. In politics Hr. Halemeier is a Republican. 




 




ROY HEDRICK.




 




The popular, efficient and

courageous deputy sheriff and constable at Laton, Cal., Roy Hedrick, is also

the proprietor of the Laton Garage where he is building up a large and

successful business in automobiles and motor trucks, being the general agent at

Laton for the Chevrolet autos and trucks. He is a native of Shirley, Ind.,

where he was born May 7, 1883, a son of James and Mollie (Connor) Hedrick. His

mother passed away when Roy was nine months old, after which he was reared in

the home of his maternal step-grandparents, Hugh and Sarah Anderson, who were

farmers near Shirley, Ind. Here he attended the public school of the district

and, when old enough to help, assisted his grandfather with the work on his

farm. 




In 1903, when twenty years of

age, Roy Hedrick decided to take a trip to California, where he had an uncle,

David Hedrick, residing one and a half miles east of Laton, and who had

encouraged his coming to the Golden State. At first he worked on farms in the

vicinity and being enterprising and economical in his habits saved his money,

and after a while bought a place near his uncle which he improved and later

sold to his brother Charles Hedrick. Afterwards Mr. Hedrick purchased seventeen

acres of land located three-quarters of a mile east of Laton, which he still

owns. 




In 1916 he started in the

automobile repair business, leasing from Daniels and Rutherford, former

proprietors of the Laton Garage, and in 1919 bought the garage, the building

being formerly owned by W. H. Daniels. When Mr. Hedrick took over the garage

the business had run down, bat soon afterwards, by his good management. Mr.

Hedrick succeeded in building up a prosperous and successful business. He

employs a competent mechanic all of the time and by thorough workmanship and

prompt and efficient service he is making a name for his garage throughout this

section of the county. Some idea of the magnitude to which his business has

grown can be gathered from the fact that in the month of September, 1918, he

sold seventeen Chevrolet touring cars. His business also includes the handling

of Chevrolet motor trucks, of which he has sold several, and a general

repairing business, as well as dealing in motor accessories, tires and gasoline

During his fifteen years of residence at Laton, the course of his business life

has been decidedly upward and during the past seven years Mr. Hedrick has held

the office of constable and deputy sheriff at Laton, being elected to the

former and appointed to the latter by the various sheriffs. Roy Hedrick is a

large and powerful man physically and is especially endowed by nature for the

position of a peace officer. He is courageous, intelligent, and possesses all

other requisite qualities for the making of an ideal deputy sheriff. 




In 1905, August 4, Roy Hedrick

was united in marriage with Miss Susan McGuire, of Laton, and this happy union

has been blessed by three children: Le Roy, Charlotte, and Naomi. 




Fraternally, Mr. Hedrick is a

member of Laton Lodge, No. 148, I. O. O. F., of Laton, Cal. He is the owner of

seven residence lots in Laton and has built a comfortable home where he and his

happy family reside. 




 




JAMES H. A. JORGENSEN.




 




An industrious young man who has

become manager of the Riverdale Cooperative Creamery Company is James H. A.

Jorgensen, a Danish-American who served an apprenticeship in all the branches

of milk production and the making of milk products, as practiced in Denmark.

Such has been his success in butter and cheese making, condensing and

evaporating, and the manufacture of casein, that his creamery has become one of

the largest and finest in Central California, capable of handling the milk of

from 3,000 to 5,000 cows, or 75,000 pounds, including 6,000 pounds of butter,

per day in the most scientific and sanitary manner. 




Mr. Jorgensen was born in Denmark

on August 6, 1886, and at fourteen years of age entered as an apprentice the

creamery and cheese factory at Nyborg, after which he attended the Danish

school for the science and art of handling milk products. Prior to his

matriculation there, Mr. Jorgensen had four years of practical experience, and

when he had finished his studies, he received the school's diploma certifying

to his having completed the work with honor. 




Once well-equipped for work in

this highly-important field, Mr. Jorgensen resolved to come to America. He

first served in the Danish Navy, spending four months of his time in the waters

at Iceland. He then returned home, bade his mother good-bye, and received his

honorable discharge from the Government. His father, Hans, had died in 1900,

aged sixty-four years, leaving a widow and seven children, of which he was the

youngest. He left Copenhagen on March 12, 1908, on the "Hellig Olav"

of the Scandinavian-American line. He traveled by way of Christiania, and

landed at Ellis Island, New York, on March 28, 1908, after a very stormy

voyage. He came West to Minnesota, and was soon busy demonstrating what he knew

of dairying and the creamery business. 




His first work was as a butter

maker, for three months, at Round Prairie, in Todd County, and then he stayed a

year at Alexandria in Douglass County, where he was employed as a butter maker

for nine months for the North American Cold Storage Company. Leaving their

service he came to California and locating at Petaluma, worked for two and a half

months in the Bloomfield Creamery. He next held a position as manager of the

Salinas Creamery for two years, and following that he was called to his present

position, in 1911. This Riverdale Cooperative Creamery had been running just

four months at that time, and Mr. Jorgensen has made an unqualified success

since he took hold of the reins. 




On November 18, 1911, Mr.

Jorgensen was married at Fresno to Miss Mabel Menasco, who was born at

Watsonville, the daughter of Joe Menasco, now a successful orchardist in Yolo

County; and from this union have sprung three children: Harold, Elizabeth and

Beverly. 




The Riverdale Cooperative

Creamery employs eighteen men at present, including the manager, and is favored

with an equipment of the very best type. This includes a full complement of

first-class creamery, condensing and refrigerating machinery and utensils, two

DeLaval cream separators of the largest size, a cream ripener and a new

pasteurizer, two large curd vats, and a milk laboratory room with bacterial

counts. The creamery has three boilers that furnish steam for condensing, and

the machinery is run by electric power bought from the San Joaquin Light &

Power Company. Electric light and power — sixty horsepower — are used

throughout, and the old 25 horsepower steam engine is kept in reserve. Two

Simplex churns of the large size are also used, and water is pumped from two

wells on the premises of the company at Riverdale. There are condensery,

refrigerator and packing departments, and cooling rooms, all thoroughly

sanitary and up to date. Enlargements are continually being made, although the

building of concrete and brick is about 200 by 300 feet in size. Nine trucks

are used in bringing in the cream, and one large truck transports the products,

nicely boxed, and put up in pound bricks. 




Condensed milk in bulk form is a

new departure and is now being made here, as well as casein — two products

derived from skimmed milk. As the name indicates, it is a cooperative industry,

in which about 100 resident farmers and dairymen are stockholders and members.

The company was incorporated under the laws of the State of California and in

1910 it erected the present building, which was enlarged in 1918. The brand of

this creamery is "Challenge Butter" and has taken prizes wherever it

has been exhibited. 




The officers of the Riverdale

Cooperative Creamery are: H. M. Hancock, Riverdale, President; J. B. Lewis,

Fresno, Vice-President; C. H. Dewey, Riverdale, Secretary; the First National

Bank, Riverdale, Treasurer; and Tames H. A. Jorgensen, Manager. John Clausen is

the butter maker; and J. A. Bowen is bookkeeper. The directors are: A. J. Vancleef,

F. A. Andrews, R. S. Gobby, H. L. Owen, and H. M. Hancock, Riverdale; J. B.

Lewis, formerly at Riverdale, now in Fresno; and C. H. Dewey, Riverdale. 




Fond of social life and popular

with all classes, Mr. Jorgensen is a member of the Odd Fellows' lodge at

Riverdale, where he is a Past Grand and Past District Deputy Grand Master. 




 




JUAN MIGUEL URRUTIA.




 




A rancher and stockman of wide

experience and unerring judgment and foresight is J. M. Urrutia, an extensive

sheep-grower, landowner and farmer, who first saw the light at Mezquiriz,

Navarra, Spain, on February 26, 1883. He is the son of Antonio Urrutia, an

agriculturist and stockman, who owned a large farm when he died, in 1893, while

Juan was ten years of age. His wife was Manuella Yrigoyen, before her marriage,

and she became the mother of eight children, among whom Juan was the fourth

oldest. She was even a larger landowner, and she is still living. 




Juan, who is the only one of the

family now in California, was brought up on a farm in Spain, where he enjoyed

but very limited educational advantages, and from his tenth year he worked

assisting and helping his mother. After he came to California, he saw the need

of education; and so he studied evenings, and gradually learned to read and to

speak English. He was only seventeen when he determined to say farewell to his

native land. Arriving in Fresno, January 2, 1901, three days later he found

employment with a sheep-grower on the West Side, and with him he continued for fourteen

months. Having somewhat mastered English, he moved to Coalinga, where he was

engaged by Matias Erro, and six months thereafter, he shifted again, this time

to Tehachapi, where he was busy in the same line for three months. 




A fourteen months' contract to

chop wood for the Union Lime Company followed, and after that, he went to the

mines, for a short time, in Piute, Kern County, but he did not like the

experience, and so accepted a position as engineer at the lime-kiln at

Tehachapi, from which place he went to Bakersfield. He was again in the employ

of a sheep-raiser for a year, and this led him to get a flock of his own, which

after six months on the range, he sold in Mono County. When he returned to

Fresno, he bought another bunch of sheep, and for some years devoted himself to

sheep-raising. 




Mr. Urrutia next bought a ranch

at Huron, on the West Side, and set to work energetically to make improvements.

He sunk a well and erected the necessary buildings; and he raised grain while

continuing in the sheep business. After selling his flock he found that he had

made a good clean-up, so he concluded to continue in the business, and

determined to enlarge his operations and branch out; but he soon found that his

lack of the necessary capital was a hindrance. He then went to San Francisco

and arranged with Messrs. George C. Alferetz & Co., establishing a credit

with them; and as the years rolled by and his business grew to very large

proportions, he drew heavily on them. He was careful, however, in all of his

operations, never to abuse his credit, nor was their confidence in him

misplaced. He continued to use their credit until they closed their business

house and retired from business in 1916. 




Since Mr. Urrutia started raising

grain in 1909, he has never farmed less than 2,000 acres a year, and some years

he has had 3,000 acres in grain. For this purpose, he originally used horses

and mules; but later he bought a seventy-five-horse-power C. L. Best

Caterpillar for plowing and putting in the crops, as well as pulling the

combined harvester. 




While living on this ranch, Mr.

Urrutia was married at San Francisco on November 10, 1913, when he took for his

wife Miss Fermina Erro, a native of the same place from which Mr. Urrutia came,

who settled in Fresno in 1910. Two children have blessed their union — Joseph

and Beatrice. 




Mr. Urrutia has met with unusual

success in both farming and sheep-growing. By 1913 he had 15.000 head of sheep,

although during the winter, 1913-14, he sold off 7,000 head in the market, and

then by natural increase as well as purchase, he enlarged the number in his

flocks so that in 1915 he sold 6.000 sheep in the market, and in 1916 he sold

off another bunch of 9,000 head. He also sold his West Side ranch and all his

holdings there, and moved to Herndon, where he purchased a ranch of fifty

acres, all in alfalfa. There he resided with his family and made many

improvements, putting in a pumping plant, run by a gas engine, and thus greatly

enhancing the value of the property. He started a dairy there, while he

continued his investment in sheep, and he still has 8,000 head. He runs them in

four bands, leasing lands in both Madera and Fresno Counties. Mr. Urrutia

raises grain in partnership with others, and devotes about 2,400 acres to

wheat, barley and rye. Besides this, he also owns forty acres in Madera County,

three and a half miles south of Madera, which he has set out and improved to

vines, and a ranch of 160 acres near the San Joaquin River in Madera County,

which he devotes to grain. He also owns 220 acres six miles south of Hanford,

Kings County, devoted to grain and alfalfa and a twenty-five-acre full bearing

peach orchard between McKinley and Shields Avenues five miles northwest of

Fresno. 




In 1917 Mr. Urrutia purchased his

residence at 810 S Street, Fresno, where he resides with his wife and two

children, Joseph and Beatrice. He also owns other valuable property in Fresno,

namely, a residence on R Street, and three lots on the corner of N and Fresno

Streets, two business lots on Van Ness Avenue, close in; and twelve large lots

in the State Normal Addition, two lots, numbers 28 and 29 on J Street, between

Inyo and Ventura. In partnership with G. B. Frencheboy, he owns the Reedley

Garage, which they run under the firm name of Urrutia & Frencheboy, and he

and his partner act as agents for various high-class cars. With the same

partner, in 1916, he purchased 173 acres of vineyard and orchard, seven miles

northeast of Reedley, 120 acres is devoted to malaga, muscat and Thompson

seedless vines, while the balance is in figs. The same firm also own twenty-two

and a half acres of vineyard, three and a half miles northeast of Reedley.

Seeing great possibilities in Lower California, Mr. Urrutia with others was one

of the organizers of, and a large stockholder in the Chinn-Gribel Company, that

purchased a large tract in that country. They have built a canal, taking water

from the Colorado River, and already placed a large portion of their extensive

holding under irrigation, and are planning to put water over the entire tract. 




Mr. Urrutia has had many other

interests, among them that of a stockholder in the First National Bank of

Lemoore and is an original stockholder in the Growers National Bank of Fresno.

He and his family are members of St. John's Catholic Church, and he is a

popular member of the Eagles. He is a member and a stockholder of both the

California Associated Raisin Company and the California Peach Growers, Inc., as

well as of the old Danish Creamery Association, and he belongs to the

California Wool-growers Association. He is a stand-pat Republican. Mr. Urrutia

has shown his patriotism in many ways, not only by enlarging his grain area,

when the country wanted grain, but in liberally supporting all the bond and war

drives. 




 




MRS. NELLIE LEWIS.




 




A Kansas girl who has developed

into a California woman of splendid attainments, influential both in the social

and the commercial world, is Mrs. Nellie Lewis, widow of the late William A.

Lewis, member of the erstwhile real estate firm of Lewis & Wells. 




She was born at Colony, Anderson

County, Kans., the daughter and oldest child of Joseph H. and Laura (Matthews)

McDowell, who are now living at Selma, the parents of six children — Nellie;

Carl, who served in the cavalry service in France, and Nina. Gladys, Velma and

Chester, who are at home. She attended the grammar schools of Kansas, and in

1914 came to Selma with her parents. Here, in December, 1915, she was married

to William Andrew Lewis, a native of Missouri. They were members of the

Christian Church at Selma, and also active in War Work; and among the last

efforts for others made by Mr. Lewis was to take a hand in the United War Work

Drive. 




W. A. Lewis died at the Emergency

Hospital in Selma aged thirty-five years, and is survived by his wife and his

mother. The funeral was in charge of the Selma Lodge of Odd Fellows, of which

he was a member in high standing. Because of the health regulations it was

necessary to hold the funeral in the open air. Among the floral offerings was

one piece presented by the real estate firms of Selma, who took this

opportunity of expressing their appreciation of him when one of their

colleague. Mr. Lewis was a member of the First Christian Church of this city,

and was numbered among the most progressive and wide-awake business men, and in

his death, Selma suffered a distinct loss. 




Besides being an active church

and war worker, and ever interested in the general uplift of the community,

Mrs. Lewis has good business ability, and may be found every day at her desk in

the office of the Sun Maid Realty Company, attending to the combined interests

of that concern, which deals in real estate and insurance, and the firm of E.

J. Wells & Co., operators of the seven ranches formerly owned by Lewis

& Wells. Through her, in part, the many friends and patrons of the

companies have been increased in number, thus affording a fine demonstration of

the capability of a woman with a winning personality to make her mark in the

business world. 




 




LAUGE LAUGESEN.




 




It is a long way from Denmark to

Fresno County, Cal., but many upbuilders of the commonwealth have come from

that distant country, and among these is Lauge Laugesen, who was born July 1,

1875, at Brorup, Jylland, Denmark, a son of Christian and Catherine (Christian)

Laugesen. The father was a farmer and a patriot, having served two years in the

Danish-German War, 1864-1866. He passed away in 1917, the mother is also

deceased. Of this union there were four children, Lauge Laugesen, being next to

the youngest. Of the second marriage of Christian Laugesen, there were also

four children, one of whom is Conrad Anderson, residing in the vicinity of

Rolinda. 




Lauge Laugesen was reared in his

native land and attended the public schools of Denmark, until he was fourteen

years of age, when he was apprenticed for three years to a blacksmith, later

working for five years at his trade in Roding, Schleswig, following which he

and his brother Anton started a shop at Brorup. Denmark, which they continued to

operate for eighteen months, when Lauge sold his interest to his brother and

set sail for the United States, arriving at Fresno, Cal., in 1902. In the

Rolinda district he found employment at his trade with Carl M. Jacobsen, where

he remained one year and following this he was engaged one summer as a

blacksmith for Nels Petersen, at Fresno. Later at Kutner Colony he opened a

shop of his own, but afterwards was employed for four years as manager of the

blacksmith shop owned by M. Theo. Kearney. 




Mr. Laugesen being a very

enterprising man and possessing those innate characteristics of his fellow

countrymen, thrift and economy, he had by 1910 saved sufficient money to

warrant the purchase of thirty acres of land, which he selected at Rolinda and

where he established his blacksmith shop which he has run ever since. He

erected a residence and farm buildings, improved the thirty acres by setting

out a vineyard and planting alfalfa, digging a canal and installing a

pumping-plant. In addition to his blacksmithing he conducts a carriage and

wagon works, does auto repairing and sells agricultural implements. 




In Fresno, on October 25, 1903,

Mr. Laugesen was united in marriage with Miss Christene Nielsen, a native of

Denmark. They have two children: Gladys and Einar. 




Mr. Laugesen is a member of the

Danish Brotherhood at Fresno; he adheres to the Lutheran faith, and is a member

of the California Associated Raisin Company. In 1916, Mr. and Mrs. Laugesen and

the children, took a trip to Denmark, to see his father and visit the scenes of

his boyhood days. While there his father passed away, and in October, 1917, the

family returned, via Christiania and New York City, and upon arriving in the

Golden State expressed themselves as more pleased than ever with California and

especially Fresno County. Mr. Laugesen is highly respected in the community of

Rolinda. 




 




CHRISTEN A. PILEGARD.




 




One of the best known

Danish-Americans in Fresno County is Christen A. Pilegard, a native of Fyen,

Denmark, where he was born November 1, 1873. His intelligence, probity and

energy command the respect of both Danish and American friends. 




Educated in the public schools of

Denmark and brought up and confirmed in the Lutheran faith, he grew up and

worked on his father's forty-acre farm at Fyen, Denmark, until he attained the

age of nineteen, when he bade farewell to his relatives and the friends of his

youth and sailed from Helsingfors, Sweden, on the Steamship

"Virginia," of the old Scandia line, landing at old Castle Garden,

New York, the latter part of April, 1893. He arrived at Chicago the day the

World's Columbian Exposition opened, and came direct to Fresno, where he

arrived May 5, 1893, and went to work with his brother George, remaining with

him about five years. He then made a visit to his old Danish home to see his

parents. His father, who was very ill and not expected to live, died January

29, 1899, two months after Christen arrived at his old home. His mother, who

was still living, remained on the old home in Denmark until she died in 1902 at

the age of seventy. The father, who was highly respected in his native country,

was a member of King Frederick the Seventh's body guard and held that position

of trust and honor in Denmark. 




Christen returned to Oleander in

1899 and bought forty acres of land for a home. He subsequently added to this

by the purchase of twenty acres more. He sold twenty acres, and two subsequent

sales of ten acres each reduced his holdings to twenty acres, the area of his

home ranch at present. He has bought and sold several places. In 1908 he

purchased the twenty acres just east of Bowles. In 1911 he built a beautiful

residence on Maple Avenue about midway between Bowles and Oleander. 




April 18, 1906, he was united in

marriage with Miss Marian Beck, daughter of Chris. M. and Johanna (Schmidt)

Beck, who are now living on Mr. Pilegard's place near Oleander. Mr. and Mrs. Pilegard

are the parents of two children, Edith and Carl by name. 




For the past thirteen years Mr.

Pilegard has held the responsible position of Treasurer of the Pacific United

Danish Lutheran Church, serving in this position with credit to himself and

satisfaction to all. He and his excellent wife and family are highly respected

and noted for their extensive hospitality. Mr. Pilegard is a member of the

Raisin Growers Association, the Peach Growers Association, and the Danish

Creamery; in politics he affiliates with the Republican party. He is a typical

representative of the Danish-American citizen and is considered one of the most

substantial and reliable men of the section. 




 




WILLIAM DRON.




 




Prominent among those who have

long worked for the development and advancement of Fresno County, and a man

well known for his present untiring efforts to better the conditions and

increase the happiness of its people, is William Dron, not only an adopted son,

but a Californian who had the good fortune, when first coming to this state in

the late eighties, to settle here, in Central California, the most favored of

all localities. He was born at Dollar, in Scotland, in 1883, and when four

years of age came with his parents to Fresno. Here, then, he was reared and

here he received his education in the excellent public schools of the

neighborhood; and after he was graduated from the Fresno High School, he

entered the employ of Balfour, Guthrie & Co., in Fresno, as a grain-buyer,

and worked for them both in that city and in various parts of the San Joaquin

Valley. In 1904 he was transferred to Oilfields and their oil company, the

California Oilfields, Ltd., as a bookkeeper; and later taking up work in the

operating department, he learned the drilling of wells and the actual

production of oil, serving as tool-dresser and driller. He spent six years in

the operating and gaging department, when he was again transferred and made

head of the traffic department. About August, 1913, the Shell Company of

California took over the California Oilfields, Ltd., but he did not allow the

change of proprietorship to sever him from a region and activity in which he

had become deeply interested. He has continued, therefore, with this concern

which has more and more attained to national importance. 




At Los Angeles, Mr. Dron was

married to Miss Ocie Evans, once popular in social circles of Washington, Pa.,

and Mr. and Mrs. Dron enjoy the esteem of their many friends in Oilfields. 




Such a life-story as the

foregoing is worthy of record, for not alone has California been in need of

just such men, in her development as one of the greatest commonwealths, but

some of the sturdiest, brainiest and highest-principled of her adopted sons and

daughters have come from bonnie Scotland, bringing with them valued gifts for

the making of a new and an ideal land. 




 




WILSON KINNEY.




 




One of the earliest settlers of

rapidly-developed Coalinga, and among the best known of all the sturdy pioneers

in the San Joaquin Valley, is Wilson Kinney who, with his wife, enjoys the

esteem of a large circle of friends. Mr. Kinney was born in Ohio on November

28, far back in 1847, but from his ninth year was raised in Shelby County, Ill.,

on a middle-west farm. At that time the country was wild and barren, in fact it

was little less than a wilderness; so that when he grew old enough to rent land

and farm for himself, he found it hard work of the most genuine sort. 




In 1875 Mr. Kinney removed to

Ralls County, Mo., and there, in New London, he conducted a store and a

restaurant. Three years later, he pushed still further West, to Black Hawk,

Colo., and later he settled at Leadville, where he undertook teaming to the

mines. There, also, conditions were wild and enterprise difficult; but such had

been Mr. Kinney's training in the past, fortunately, in parts of our great

country also in the making, that he came to the great gold and silver regions

by no means a tenderfoot, and was able to dare and do when others might have

failed. 




In 1882, Mr. Kinney made one more

removal and landed in California, where he at once chose Fresno County as his

location. For five years he engaged in farming near Kingston, and then he

bought one-half of section 29 of railroad land in the Coalinga district. He

improved the land and farmed it to grain for eight years. 




In 1895 Mr. Kinney located at

Coalinga, when the town was just starting. He built the Grand Central Hotel and

livery stable, and conducted the same for many years. He applied to all his

operations the golden rule, and so became one of the best-known men in the

Coalinga district. For many years he gave his time and best attention, as a

school trustee, to educational progress. 




For three years he absented

himself from Coalinga. He had been prevailed upon to remove to Redwood City,

and he threw himself heart and soul into business undertakings there; but in

1905, the more imperative call to the town in which he had had his greatest

success, and some of his friendliest associations led him to return to Coalinga,

and here he has been living since. 




Now he and his wife are retired

from active labors, and live quietly, the center of one attention or another

from their several children, Mr. Kinney having married, in 1873, in Shelby

County, Ill., Cynthia Field, who was born in Gibson County, Ind., in 1853, but

moved to Illinois. William J. Kinney, the oldest son, was born in Illinois, but

lives at Coalinga, and is the father of two children. Charles L., who was born

in Colorado, is married, has one child, and lives at Taft. Arthur W., also a

native of Colorado, is now a farmer in Nevada. Albert E., a native son, was

once a bookkeeper in the First National Bank of Coalinga and later located in

Oklahoma, and from that state he enlisted as a sergeant in the United States

Army. A daughter, the fifth in order of birth, is Mrs. Carrie B. Whitmer; she

was born in California, and has one child. The youngest of the family is Robert

H., who is a native son, is married and has one child, and is a resident of

Richmond, Cal. 




 




ARTHUR HOWARD McCOY.




 




A skilled pharmacist who has won

an enviable reputation and who is a worker for the best interests of Kerman, is

Arthur Howard McCoy, a native son who manages the Kerman Pharmacy with its

extensive stock of medicines and drugs, and kindred lines. He was born near

Campbell Station, Santa Clara County, on December 28, 1880. His father was

Reuben McCoy, a native of Knoxville, Tenn., who outfitted at St. Joseph and

crossed the plains with ox teams in 1849, and at first followed mining; then he

bought a ranch from the Mexican Government and started in to develop it. Six

months later, however, there was a change of government, and he was compelled

to buy it a second time. It is near what is now Campbell Station, and he had

320 acres of grain and stock, the whole forming a very attractive ranch. There

he lived and labored until he died, in 1885. Arthur's mother, Ellen England

before her marriage, was born at Steelville, Crawford County, Mo., and was

early left an orphan, and in 1856 she crossed the plains with friends. She was

married to Mr. McCoy at Santa Clara. On the death of her husband, she

continued, with the aid of her children, to manage her place, and made a

specialty of horticulture, and she still has 117 acres of prunes. In October,

1917, she reached the age of seventy-three, and is one of the oldest members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Among her memories are those of a

classmate, Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst, with whom she went to school and who has

since become so famous She was the mother of four boys and one girl: John A. is

on the home farm; William Orville lives at Oakland; George Stirling is in

Saratoga; Laura Elizabeth has become Mrs. E. O. Fellows, of Santa Clara County;

and Arthur Howard, our subject. 




Arthur H. attended school at

Moreland, and later went to the Los Gatos High School; and at Los Gatos and

Gilroy he had seven years' experience in the drug business. Then he entered the

University of California and was graduated from the pharmaceutic department in

1905 with the degree of Ph.C. He was a member of the Phi Chi and was president

of his class during the senior year. 




Thus equipped. Mr. McCoy took a

position as pharmacist with the Bowman Drug Company in San Francisco, and there

remained until the great fire of 1906 burned them out. After that he became the

buyer for Wakelee in San Francisco, and then manager of their store in the

western addition. When he resigned, it was to remove to Porterville, where he

was pharmacist for a couple of years with Todd C. Claubes. Once more he

resigned, this time to come to Kerman, arriving here on May 12, 1917. He bought

the store of T. C. Peters, and continued the drug business, developing it also

as the chief agency in Kerman for San Francisco papers, magazines and other metropolitan

supplies. 




While in San Francisco, Mr. McCoy

was married to Miss Lela Bell Gard, a native of Cobb Valley, Lake County, Cal.

Mr. McCoy is a charter member of Porterville Lodge, No. 1342, B. P. O. Elks; he

was made a Mason in Keith Lodge, No. 187, F. & A. M., at Gilroy, and is

still a member there. Both Mr. and Mrs. McCoy are welcome members of the Order

of the Eastern Star of Kerman. Mr. McCoy is a member of the Kerman Chamber of

Commerce. 




 




MRS. CARRIE PILEGARD.




 




Living on a ranch of the late

George Pilegard, one and a quarter miles north of Bowles, in the Oleander

district, Mrs. Carrie Pilegard presents an exalted example of widowed

motherhood by keeping up the Pilegard home — bringing to bear the qualities

that make a most excellent housekeeper and homemaker, as well as conservative

business head. 




Her husband died on the ranch

September 22, 1906, and is buried in the Washington Cemetery. He was born at

Fyen, Denmark, December 13, 1860, and grew up on his father's forty-acre farm

in Denmark. Educated in the Danish public schools, young George was brought up

in the tenets of the Lutheran faith and confirmed at the age of fourteen. At

twenty-three years of age he sought a wider field for his energies and embarked

for the shores of America. His first stop in the new land was at Marshalltown.

Iowa, where he worked on a farm for one year. From thence he came to California

and worked on the flume at Enterprise, Madera County. He was with the Flume and

Lumber Company two years, and was employed a part of that time in making

shakes. While working there he was united in marriage with Karen Nielsen Krog,

daughter of Niels Hansen Krog and Annie Katrina (Christensen) Krog, natives of

Fyen, Denmark, and the owners of a fifty-acre farm in that place and country.

Her parents lived and died at Fyen, Denmark, the father attaining the advanced

age of ninety-three before his demise, and the mother living to be

eighty-three. 




George Pilegard and Karen Nielsen

Krog were schoolmates in Denmark and were betrothed before young George came to

America. In 1885 Karen Krog started for America to link her destiny with that

of George Pilegard. After their marriage they lived in what is now Madera

County from July 4th to December, 1886. Hearing of the fertile lands and the

reasonable price of land in the Washington Colony at Oleander, a friend induced

them to buy forty acres of land there. They built a small house with their own

hands, began to improve the property and were happy in their new home. Eight

children were born to them. Their 'oldest child died in infancy. Andrew, the

oldest living child, is a fruit buyer and lives in Fresno. He married Lilly

Kringel and they are the parents of one child, Helen Katrina by name. A

daughter named Anna Katrina, died in infancy. Another daughter of the same

name, Anna Katrina, graduated as a trained nurse from the Burnett Sanitarium at

Fresno, and is now a Red Cross nurse in France. Christine also graduated from

the same sanitarium and is likewise a Red Cross nurse in France. The sixth

child, Karen Marie, died in infancy. George, who is seventeen, attends the high

school at Easton, and Carrie, the youngest of the family, is also a student at

Easton high school. 




George Pilegard improved land and

sold property several times, and at the time of his death the home ranch

comprised eighty acres. Mrs. Pilegard sold twenty acres of the property to her

son Andrew, retaining sixty acres. 




Mr. and Mrs. Pilegard were among

the prime movers in the organization of the Danish Lutheran Church at Easton,

Cal., of which they were faithful members and consistent Christians. Mrs.

Pilegard is a tireless Sunday School teacher and worker. She is a hospitable,

generous, public-spirited woman, and both she and her children are prime favorites

in the community. Her husband, a pioneer of the Oleander section, was looked up

to as the leader among the Danes in the Washington Colony in Fresno County,

Cal., during his lifetime. 




 




JOSEPH E. GRUWELL.




 




A man who is fully qualified to

bring about the best results in road-making is Joseph E. Gruwell, a native son,

born in Lakeport. Lake County, Cal, February 25, 1870. He is a descendant of an

old pioneer family, his grandfather, Jacob Gruwell, having been a member of the

California Assembly in the days when the state was new, from Santa Clara

County, having crossed the plains in ox team train. His father located

northeast of Hanford in 1875, where he owned an eighty-acre ranch, and where he

made his home all the years up to his death July 4, 1913. J. E. Gruwell

received his education in Eureka school district, in Kings County, when he was

with his father. He later went to work for the Clark Brothers as ranch foreman.

This firm engaged in farming on a large scale, having 3,500 acres of land. In

those early days Mr. Gruwell worked with ten eight-horse plow teams and four

drill teams. For six years he stayed with this firm, at the end of which time

he homesteaded a quarter section of land in the Weed Patch country, Kern

County, proving up in five years and returned to Kings County, where he farmed the

Burris ranch, renting a quarter section nine miles northeast of Hanford,

raising grain and stock. He next bought forty acres of raw land eight miles

northeast of Hanford, which he improved with orchard, later disposing of this

and locating in Coalinga in 1909. Here he opened a blacksmith shop on Forest

Avenue, and put in all the machinery and improvements necessary for a modern

shop, which he sold the same year. He then started and operated the largest

stage line to the oil fields — four machines, including a twenty-five passenger

White truck. 




In 1914 he received the

appointment of superintendent of roads. Here was his opportunity, and he has

made many improvements in the roads in this district. He opened up the road

from Coalinga to Kings County known as Lost Hills roads. A dirt grade road to

the county line completed the road system between Coalinga and Huron. The

Stratford road to Kings County line opened up direct communication with graded

roads to all the above named points. Also improved the Coalinga-Fresno road

with a dirt grade. He uses a Holt seventy-five horsepower tractor for road

working and a Jeffries truck for hauling. 




Mr. Gruwell invested in a corner

lot in Coalinga on east E Street, where he built four houses which bring him in

a good income. He was married in Hanford to Kate Barton, who was born in

Eldorado County, Cal. She is a member of the Christian Church. Her father is H.

D. Barton, who was a former supervisor of Kings County. 




 




H. P. STEITZ, JR.




 




A business man who now presides

over large affairs and who has been successful since he cast his lines in

Fresno and who is deeply interested in the growth and development of the

county, is H. P. Steitz, Jr., who was born at Skadofsky, Samara, Russia, on

June 29, 1875, the son of H. P. Steitz, who was a farmer there, who married

Catherine Elizabeth Doos, and brought his wife and four children to Fresno in

1891. For some years he followed a business career and is now Deputy County

Assessor. He is also engaged in the real estate business, and his wife enjoys

life with him at their Lilly Avenue home. 




H. P. Steitz, Jr., is the oldest

of the family, and was so well educated at the public and higher schools in his

native land that he studied English at Saratov. This quickened his interest in

the New World, and he was quite wide-awake when he arrived in Fresno on

December 12, 1891. He attended night school for a time and then leased, with

his father as partner, the Dr. Mukes vineyard. Later he worked for wages at

viticulture, and next went to Del Rev and set out a vineyard for Mr. Nutting,

receiving for his labor the title to twenty acres. He is a stockholder in the

California Associated Raisin Company. 




On July 1, 1895, Mr. Steitz was

married to Miss Eliza Schwabenland, also a native of Russia. He owns a

comfortable residence at 2030 California Avenue as well as other valuable city

property; and eight children enjoy with their devoted parents the blessings of

an American home. They are Edward, Leo. 'William, and Ida, all of whom assist

the father in business, and Meda, Albert, Elma, and Allen. 




After devoting himself to

viticulture for many years, Mr. Steitz on December 24, 1909, began his

mercantile career, opening a general merchandise business on South F Street

under the firm name of Kinzel & Steitz. In January, 1919, however, he sold

out his interest to his partner and later built his new store at 2038

California Avenue. He has a floor space 66 x 100 feet in size, and the firm is

known as H. P. Steitz & Sons, his three sons now sharing the partnership. 




Mr. Steitz is a member of the

Free Cross Lutheran Church of Fresno, in which he has been a trustee. He is a

member of the Eagles. 




 




JOSEPH L. PRATHER.




 




Prominent among those identified

with the agricultural development of California is Joseph L. Prather. He was

born near Greensboro, N. C, on July 18, 1833, the son of Rev. Robert R.

Prather, a planter, and a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

Joseph's great-grandfather was born in England and crossed the ocean to North

Carolina, where he became a planter. When the Civil War broke out, he served in

the Confederate Army, defending the principles he believed to be right: in

1862, he was married to Miss Mary Hedrick, who was born near Lexington, N. C,

in 1846, and was the daughter of Joseph Hedrick, a North Carolinian planter,

whose father fought in the Revolutionary War. In the fall of 1865 Joseph

Prather brought his family to Missouri, and in 1867 he took up his residence

near Waco, Texas, where he was a farmer. 




In June, 1872, the Prathers

removed to California and Mr. Prather located a claim in the Mussel Slough

country near Grangeville and also bought some railroad land. He helped build

the canal and ditches, and gave an effective hand to opening up the country.

However, he was fortunate in selling out before the Mussel Slough troubles,

after which he removed to Wild Flower in Fresno County. It was the time of the

building of the emigrant ditch, and he speedily located a claim and improved

it, selling out at the end of eight years. He removed to Orange County, and

commenced to farm and raise stock near Santa Ana; but eighteen months later he

returned to Fresno County. 




Then he located on 160 acres of

railroad land thirteen miles south of Fresno that he had purchased, farmed and

set out a vineyard; but the dry year and low prices of 1893 caused such heavy

losses that he had to sacrifice his place. Since then he and his wife live

retired, making their home with their sons on the ranch near Prather Post

Office in Auberry Valley, which beautiful region takes its name from this

pioneer family. Mr. Prather is now eighty-five years old, while his wife is

seventy-two years of age, the mother of eleven children, nine of whom have

grown to maturity: Joseph Everette Prather, with his brother Fred, owns the

Prather ranch in Auberry Valley, but he is employed as a driller in the oil

fields. John N. runs the Prather Brothers Lodge ranch. Bessie is Mrs. Trautwein

of Fresno. Birdie died at the age of twenty. Allie is Mrs. Webb of Oakland;

Richard is a blacksmith in Waco; Robert resides in Fresno; Lonnie is Mrs. Chas.

E., of Albuquerque, N. M.; Fred is in the aviation section of the United States

Signal Corps. Joseph E. and Fred Prather came to Auberry Valley about seven

years ago, and bought this ranch, and two years later they began their

improvements. They were joined by their brother, John N., who now runs the

place. The latter from a lad was brought up to understand viticulture; and he

also spent some time in the oil fields and at McKittrick, where he became a

stationary engineer. All the five brothers are good mechanics, two of them

having specialized in the steam engine, and three with the gas engine. 




The Prather Brothers ranch

comprises 440 acres in Auberry Valley, is well improved with two bungalows and

other farm buildings, and is known as the "Lodge." It is watered by

the Big Sandy, and the post office is located on the ranch. There fruit culture

and general farming are carried on. There is a fine commercial apple orchard of

forty-five acres, and the boys are setting out other varieties. The family

attend the Methodist Church South, and are factors in the social and religious

development of the neighborhood. 




 




JOE YRACEBURU.




 




A farmer and stockman who, with

his partners, raised large quantities of grain and became prosperous and even

well-to-do and who, because of his natural patriotism, thought there was no

country equal to the land of the Stars and the Stripes, was Joe Yraceburu, a

native of Uris, in Navarra, Spain, where he was born on February 21, 1880. His

father, Joseph Yraceburu, was a farmer and grape and wine merchant who bought

his grapes and wine in Spain and hauled them over the Pyrenees to Basses-Pyrenees,

France, and there sold what he had. He had six boys and two girls; and just

half of these came out to California. 




Joe, the oldest, attended the

public schools until he was fourteen, and then he drove a team for his father,

and helped generally throughout his teens For years he had heard reports from

California, and when twenty he concluded to see for himself. 




On October 16, 1900, he left home

and eventually sailed from Havre for New York; and arriving on the Pacific

Coast, he made his way to Coalinga, which he reached on November 6th. He worked

for Matias Erro for two years, then a year for Antonio Urrutia, who made him

foreman of stock, and having by that time saved some money, he determined to

engage in business for himself. He bought a flock of yearlings, at four dollars

a head and, with a partner, leased land from the Southern Pacific Railroad

Company, somewhat north of Coalinga, and then for several years they operated

in San Benito County with success. Having dissolved the partnership, he

continued sheep-raising for himself. 




Mr. Yraceburu next leased a ranch

at Cantua, which he used for his sheep, his flocks including Merinos and

Shropshires. He raised barley at Mendota, and with two partners had over one

thousand acres of flourishing grain. In partnership with M. Urrutia and his

brother Santos, he engaged in raising grain in Madera County, and there he had

1,850 acres planted to wheat, barley and rye. 




At Fresno, in 1906, Mr. Yraceburu

was married to Miss Frances Erro, a fair daughter of Spain, who came to

America, and to Fresno, in 1902, and she became the mother of their six

children, four girls and two boys: Alary, Manuelita, Helena, Manuel, Elisa, and

Joe. 




Mr. Yraceburu was a Republican in

national politics, always working for the best measures for the nation, the

state and the community; and in fraternal life he was a member of the Eagles.

Mr. Yraceburu passed away on November 10, 1918, mourned by his family and

friends. Since then his wife has bravely taken up his work and continues to

carry on her husband's business according to his plans, in which she is aided by

her husband's two brothers, Santos and Jose. So she is ably rearing their six

children to whom she is giving the best educational advantages within her

means. 




 




ALEXANDER SIME.




 




A gentleman who has been in

positions of trust ever since he was a young man, and whose valuable experience

in the world was derived in part during three years spent in South America and

many years in Iowa, where for several years he was the manager of a bonanza

farm, is Alexander Sime, the well-known capitalist, rancher and business man of

Laton. 




Mr. Sime was born in the parish

of Tannadice, County of Forfar, twenty-three miles northeast of Dundee.

Scotland, on June 10, 1844, the son of James and Mary (Robbie) Sime, both of

whom were highly esteemed for their good, old-fashioned virtues. His father was

a farmer, who owned about eighty acres, all of which he brought to a very high

state of cultivation. The couple had two children who reached maturity; and of

these two. Alexander was the oldest. A sister, Mary Ann, died in Australia and

left a husband and four children. Mr. Sime's mother died when he was twenty

years old. The father married again and had four children— two sons and two

daughters: Alice Maud lives near London and is the wife of John Fry; Helen M.

resides near Dundee; Colin Dedrick, who was a carpenter and builder, died at

Dundee and left two children; and David Simpson is a military man, in the

Government service, having been a captain in the Boer War, where he was

popularly known as "young Kitchener." 




Alexander attended the parochial

schools in the Established or Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and in 1868,

when he was nearly twenty-four years of age, he migrated to the Argentine

Republic, where he helped to manage Ogilvy Brothers' sheep ranch. When he

returned to Scotland in 1870 and sailed up the Mersey to Liverpool, he received

the first news of the Franco-Prussian War. He stayed in Scotland a couple of winters

and then entered the office of the Caledonian Railway Company, in Glasgow, as

bookkeeper. 




In 1872, Mr. Sime came out to the

United States and settled about nine miles north of Lincoln, Nebr., where he

bought a piece of railway land, at the same time renting other acreage, which

he farmed to corn and small grain. He continued there from 1872 to 1878, when

he returned to Scotland. 




On February 28, 1878, Mr. Sime

was married to Miss Helen Brown McPherson, the youngest daughter of John

McPherson, a sheep-farmer of Glenprosen, who had married Annie Brown. They had

nine children; but Mrs. Sime is the only one living. She was educated for a

while in the public schools; but in her ninth year was sent to a private

academy at Dundee, where she received a first-class classical and vocal

training. 




After his marriage, Mr. Sime

remained in Scotland for three years, running traction engines and other

portable and traction farm machinery. In 1881, however, Mr. and Mrs. Sime and

their eight-months-old baby returned to America and settled in Palo Alto

County, Iowa, on the Blairgowrie farm, near Emmetsburg. This farm was made up

of several sections, in Palo Uto, Pocahontas, and Algona counties, and

comprised some 30,000 acres owned by John Adamson of Careston Castle. Forfarshire,

Scotland. It was originally railroad land bought by John Adamson in the late

sixties, and owned by him until his death, when it was leased by his only

child, William Shaw A. Adamson, who made Capt. William E. G. Saunders his

general agent with full power of attorney. He became one of the leading spirits

in the settling up of the Laguna de Tache Ranch of 48,000 acres in the southern

part of Fresno County, which he bought in partnership with L. A. Nares of

Fresno in 1899. 




Mr. Sime continued to manage the

Blairgowrie farm in Iowa from 1881 to 1886; and in the latter year he bought an

interest in a carriage factory at Emmetsburg, Iowa — the Skinner Manufacturing

Company, of which he was secretary and treasurer. Two years later he sold out

his interest and went south to Hall County, Texas, in the Panhandle country,

where he engaged in the real estate business in partnership with N. C.

Blanchard, now of Laton. In 1891 this partnership was dissolved, and then he

began farming on his own section of land in Texas, continuing to manage it

until 1903. In that year he came to Laton, and he has been here ever since,

growing prosperous, influential, and helpful to the community. 




In partnership with C. A. Smith,

cashier of the First National Bank of Laton, Mr. Sime owns a farm of 140 acres

one-half mile east of Laton, and this is managed by the subject as a stock and

dairy ranch. He also owns a quarter interest in the Laton Lumber Company. 




Mr. and Mrs. Sime live in a very

comfortable home, which they built in 1904 on Mt. Whitney Avenue. They have

been the parents of two children, one of whom, James, was brought to the United

States when he was eight months old and died in Iowa in his fourth year. The

other son, Edwin Spencer, was a foreman at the Montezuma Copper Mine in Mexico.

He has been in Mexico for the past ten years engaged in mining during which

time he has been home on a visit to see his father and mother three times. He

became largely interested in mining in Mexico, and was driven out three times

on account of revolutionary troubles. For three years of this time he held a

very responsible position with the Montezuma Copper Mines, but resigned that

position in order to engage in the cattle business in the state of Sonora, about

January 1, 1919. Mr. Sime is a member of the Laton Lodge, No. 148, I. O. O. F.,

and has been through the chair. Mrs. Sime is a member of the Red Cross and a

willing teacher of fancy knitting, since she knows all the intricate meshes of

Scotland; she has recently received a certificate from the United States

Government and a beautiful golden service-pin from co-workers in recognition of

2,235 hours' work in behalf of the Laton Branch of the Red Cross; the family

partake of the Presbyterian communion. 




 




E. R. SPEAR.




 




Among the successful business men

of Coalinga is E. R. Spear, of the well-known firm of Spear Brothers'

Automobile Company. He is a man of ability, popular in automobile circles, and

his friends predict for him a business future of even greater success. E. R.

Spear was born in the Blue Grass State, August 26, 1886, at Tompkinsville, near

Bowling Green, Ky., a son of L. D. and Virginia (Thompson) Spear, both natives

of Kentucky, the father being the descendant of an old Virginia family, the

mother of English ancestry. L. D. Spear was a farmer and stockman, and still

resides in Kentucky, near Bowling Green. Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Spear were the

parents of ten children, eight boys and two girls: E. R., the subject of this

review; Thompson N., a partner with his brother E. R. in the automobile

business, and who is serving in the United States Army; Bert, a partner with E.

R. in the automobile business at Hanford; Pearl, now Mrs. Dozier, who resides

at Coalinga; Benton and McKinley, both in the United States Army; and Beecham,

Bennett, Susie, and Buster, with their parents in the "Old Kentucky

Home." 




E. R. Spear received his early

education in the public schools of Kentucky and remained at home assisting his

father on the farm until he was twenty-one years of age, when he became

possessed of a desire to see the great West. He first went to Indiana, then

moved on to Illinois, and later went to Texas and New Mexico, seeking an

advantageous location. In November, 1908, he came to Fresno County, where he

and his brother Thompson secured employment on a ranch at Wheatville, where

they remained until the spring of 1909, when they located at Coalinga. Both

boys went to work in the oilfields. Thompson became an oil-driller, remaining

six years with the K. T. &O., which is now the Southern Pacific Oil

Company; E. R. Spear continued in the oil-field until December, 1914, when he

returned to Coalinga, and opened an automobile and garage business under the

name of Spear Brothers Auto Company, the firm consisting of E. R. and his

brother T. N. The first year's gross business amounted to seventy-five thousand

dollars. So successfully did they conduct their business affairs, that in

October, 1916, E. R. Spear, with his brothers T. N. and Bert, opened a

salesroom and garage in Hanford. They are agents for Dodge, Buick, Chandler and

Velie automobiles. Since Thompson Spear left to join the colors his interests

in Hanford have been looked after by his brother Bert. 




While E. R. Spear was still

working in the oil-fields, he displayed his aptitude as a salesman by taking

orders, at night, for made-to-order suits, representing S. H. Churchill and M.

L. Obendorf, merchant tailors of Chicago, and during three years he sold 395

suits. During this time E. R. and Thompson Spear saved their money and

purchased a farm of 367 acres located near Bowling Green, Ky., which place they

still own and which is operated by their father. 




E. R. Spear was united in

marriage with Miss Pearl E. McCannon, a native of Pennsylvania, the ceremony

occurring on October 15, 1913, at Fresno, Cal. Mr. Spear is a member of the

Eagles and of the American Automobile Association. 




 




DALE ROSE.




 




An unusually enterprising and

public-spirited man, broad of view and kind and liberal in his impulses, is

Dale Rose, the farmer and stockman, who was the first man in this part of the

county to sow Soudan grass, and who has long been one of the most successful

raisers of that valuable commodity. He was born in Missouri City, Clay County,

Mo., on May 8, 1872. His father, W. R. Rose, was a native of Wisconsin and

moved to Missouri, where he married Isabelle Rose, a lady bearing the same name

but of no relation prior to the marriage.. He was a stock-dealer and died two

weeks after our subject was born. 




Mrs. Rose married a second time,

this time linking her fortunes with Byron D. Ballard of Iowa. He had crossed

the plains in early days with ox teams, and for a while was engaged in the

sheep business in Tulare County. Then he returned to Missouri, married and

brought his wife, with Dale, the only child by the first marriage, to

California in 1873. They came to Kern County, and making his headquarters at

Bakersfield, Mr. Ballard engaged in the sheep business in Kern and Tulare

Counties. Two children were born to them. When he died in the latter county,

Mrs. Ballard moved to Burroughs Valley, Fresno County, where she continued

stock-raising; and later she came to Auberry Valley, where she married T. J.

Patterson, a stockman of Tulare. She passed away in 1900. 




Dale was reared in California and

educated at the public schools in Kern and Tulare counties, and having

completed his studies when he was fifteen, he took up the stock business, rode

the range and learned to rope and brand cattle. After a while he engaged in

teaming to Nevada and back, and at one time in Nevada he drove a team of

eighteen mules. 




Mr. Rose's next venture was

mining and prospecting, and he was one of the first to work on the Laurel

Diggings, near Summit, where he was so successful that he put in hydraulic

power. Once more he rode the range, and for a year he was in the assay office

at Fresno, where he formed a partnership with Charles Knepper, discoverer of the

Copper King Mine. 




Having married in 1808 at Madera,

when he chose for his bride Miss Menga Marks, a native of Mariposa County, he

rented a ranch in the Auberry Valley and set himself up in the stuck business,

raising cattle and hay. 




He also engaged in teaming. In

1905 he purchased his present place on the Fresno and Auberry road,

twenty-three miles northeast of Fresno; and having added to it from time to

time, he now has 480 acres in a body. On about 100 acres he raises wheat,

making a specialty of the golden gamma, or dry land wheat; all of which he

sells for seed. His range is the Jose Basin which has about 6,000 acres; and

for a brand he uses the novel device of a hat and an inverted hat, joined

together on a level. Mr. Rose is an active member of the California Cattlemen's

Association. 




Three children have blessed the

union of Mr. and Mrs. Rose. Isabelle Ruth is a graduate of Clovis High, now

attending Heald's Business College; Warren M., also a graduate of the high

school at Clovis, is freighting with an auto truck; and Gilbert F. is in Clovis

High. Mr. Rose himself has always been a stanch advocate of better educational

advantages for the majority, and for several terms he has been trustee of the

Millerton school, in the oldest school district in the county. In national

politics he is a Democrat. 




 




JOHN T. CHAMBERS.




 




Few families have a more

interesting pioneer history than that of the Chambers family, of which John T.

is the son, born three miles from Olympia, Wash., March 16, 1862. His father,

Thomas Jackson Chambers, was born in Tennessee, in the same house where his

cousin, ex-President Andrew Jackson, had lived, when twenty-one years of age.

Thomas J. Chambers crossed the plains in 1845, with his father, Thomas C, a

brother of David J., and a large party of friends and relatives; on the first

stage of their journey they reached Spanish Hollow, Mo. While there other

families joined them and the large party started across the plains to the

Pacific Coast, Thomas J. Chambers being Captain of the train of fifteen wagons,

with two yoke of cattle to each wagon, and other loose live stock. They forded

every stream between the Missouri and Columbia Rivers , and saw many herds of

buffalo en route. At Fort Hall those of the company going to California turned

south and the others kept on the way north, via the Lewis and Clark trail. They

arrived at The Dalles, Ore., October 27, 1845, and started down the Columbia

River in boats. Later, they started for Puget Sound, in the fall of 1847,

journeying down the Willamette River and stopping en route at Portland, which

then consisted of six houses. At last they arrived at Olympia, Wash., where

they found one log cabin. They later located at Chambers Prairie, three miles

east of Olympia. The old linchpin emigrant wagon used by the Chambers family

crossing the plains was exhibited at the Alaska-Yukon Exposition in Seattle and

is now in the Portland Museum. The Chambers family also brought the first

hall-clock and dressing-table to the state of Washington. 




In 1849 Thomas J. Chambers came

to California and followed mining on the American River, later returning to

Washington where he also located on Chambers Prairie, engaging in farming. He

served in the Indian War in Washington. In 1867 he located at Yakima where he

resided until his death in 1913, at eighty-six years of age. His wife was

America McAllister, born in Kentucky; she had crossed the plains with her

parents in the pioneer days to Washington, where she resided until her death.

Of their seven children, John T. is the youngest and was born on Chambers

Prairie and educated in the public schools of Yakima, assisting his father at

stock-raising. 




At the age of seventeen, John T.

Chambers began for himself, coming to California in 1879, and working on a

ranch near Sutterville for a time. He next engaged in gold-mining on the San

Joaquin River. In 1880 he came to Fresno and for one year drove a team, hauling

freight to Pine Ridge. He then worked for Mr. Blasingame in the stock business,

and later drove a ten-horse team over the mountains. From that he drifted into

the cattle business and has been engaged in that line of business ever since.

He owns 160 acres of grazing land near Sycamore, Fresno County, and ranges

about 400 head of cattle, turning off 125 head yearly. He has made his home in

Fresno since 1914, having served for two years as constable, at Academy. 




Mr. Chambers' marriage, in 1884,

united him with Jane Elizabeth Perry, a native of Fresno County, born in

Centerville, a daughter of Peter and Amanda (Lowrey) Perry, the father being a

native of North Carolina, and related to Commodore Perry, and the mother a

native of Tennessee. Peter Perry was married in 1857 and crossed the plains to

California with the party which was massacred at Mountain Meadow. The party was

divided into two trains, each taking a different route, and he was the captain

of the train which escaped the Indians. He settled on Kings River, near

Centerville, Fresno County, and engaged in stock-raising. His death occurred in

1876, while his wife died at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chambers in Fresno, on

March 23, 1919. 




Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Chambers

seven children are now living, as follows: Wayne, ranching on Pine Ridge; Eleanor,

the wife of H. A. Savage, an attorney of Fresno; Nellie, the wife of E. F.

Brieger, of Tehachapi; Annie Laurie is Mrs. Howard Perry, of Fresno; Belle

Elizabeth, of Fresno; Ella, a graduate of Fresno High School, now attending

Fresno State Normal School; and John. Jr., attending Fresno High School. 




Fraternally, Mr. Chambers is a

Woodman of the World, and an Odd Fellow. Mrs. Chambers recalls her childhood

days in Fresno County, when, instead of the teeming city of Fresno, there was

one vast plain over which roamed antelope and wild cattle. 




 




CHARLES HENRY RICHARDSON.




 




A successful California dairyman

who once dwelt at the other end of the great American continent, where he was

equally prosperous in raising potatoes in the fruitful fields of Aroostook

County, Maine, is Charles Henry Richardson, one of Fresno's prosperous

ranchmen. He was born at Solon, Somerset County, on May 14, 1864, and his

father was Levi C. Richardson, also a native of Solon, who came from a Yankee

family extending generations back. The Richardsons came from England and

settled at Woburn, Mass., taking a prominent part in the Revolutionary War.

Levi Richardson was a school teacher, but about 1878 moved to Fort Fairfield.

Aroostook County, Maine, there to engage in the raising of potatoes; while

there he continued to teach school. He died in that place in his sixty-fifth

year. 




Mrs. Levi G. Richardson was Elmira

Jackson before her marriage, and she also was born at Solon, a member of one of

the old Maine families. After a while she came to California; but she spent

less than a year here, and then she returned to Maine, where she now resides at

the old homestead. She was the mother of three children, two girls and a boy;

of whom Charles is the oldest and the only one in California. 




He was reared at Solon on the

Kennebec River, and from a lad took charge of the farm, at the same time that

he attended the public school. He thus not only acquired the A B C's of

agricultural experience, but what was to be of inestimable value in later

years, he learned to rely upon himself. In 1878 he removed to Fort Fairfield

where his parents bought 120 acres of land, eleven acres of which was cleared,

and the balance timbered. Each year they cleared and burned up such a part that

they soon had about eighty acres under cultivation. He had charge of the home

place, and in common with many in that section, father and son raised potatoes

as a specialty. 




Through reading. Charles became

interested in California: and being attracted to the state because of the

reported mildness of its climate, he came to California in 1905 and was so

satisfied with what he saw that he sold his eastern home and settled here. He

did not choose Fresno County however until he had first traveled the state and

had become convinced that Central California offered more to the square mile

than any other part. He then bought land in the Houghton district, now

Roosevelt, his first place being two miles west of his present homestead. It

was an alfalfa ranch, and he ran it for a year, but thinking he could do still

better, he bought, in 1906, his present place, which consists of eighty acres

on McKinley Avenue, situated ten miles northwest of Fresno. Having disposed of

the other property, he has devoted this to dairying and the raising of alfalfa.

The soil is excellent, and is well irrigated, being under the Herndon canal,

the ranch also being equipped with a first-class pumping plant run by electric

power and having a five-inch pump. He is also interested in sixty acres

adjoining, which his son runs as a dairy. 




While at Fort Fairfield, Mr.

Richardson married Elizabeth Bloomfield, a native of the province of New

Brunswick, by whom he has had five children: Marion L., who was in the Second

California Infantry and served during the border trouble with Mexico. He was

honorably discharged but when the great war was declared with Germany he

enlisted and was in the Fortieth Division overseas. Since his discharge he has

been ranching near the home place; Charles E., who also did his duty and was

First Lieutenant in the Marine Corps attached to the second separate machine

gun battalion, is also ranching in Fresno County; Otto B., who was a corporal

in the 187th Company, United States Marine Corps, and is now in the general

merchandise business at Rolinda, under the firm name of Houghton and Richardson;

and Edith and Ruth. The family attend the United Presbyterian Church at

Barstow, in which Mr. Richardson is a ruling elder; and they also do their

civic duty under the banners of the Republican party, to which Mr. Richardson

has belonged for years. 




 




WILLIAM SHERMAN RICHMOND.




 




An enterprising orchardist and

vineyardist who represents in his own family history one of the sturdy

Americans who fought for the preservation of the Union, and whose wife is the

direct descendant of an Ohio pioneer who once owned part of the site of Columbus,

is William Sherman Richmond. He first came to California in the late eighties;

and ever since he has been deeply interested and active in contributing toward

the development of that part of the great state in which he cast his fortunes. 




He was born in Memphis, Scotland

County, Mo., on January 26, 1867, the son of Theodore W. Richmond, a native of

Indiana, who came to Iowa, where he homesteaded. When the Civil War broke out,

he raised a company and was elected captain of Company H of the Nineteenth Iowa

Volunteer Infantry. He was present at the siege of Vicksburg, but was

incapacitated by malaria for much service. After the war, he farmed in Scotland

County, and there he died in his sixty-seventh year. His family was one of the

old New York group and had its place in the history of the Empire State. 




Mrs. Richmond was Elvira Irish

before her marriage, and she was born in Indiana. Her parents came from'

Connecticut, and they originated with the old Mayflower stock. After a useful

life she passed away in Missouri, the mother of ten children, six of whom are

still living. Albert C. is in Texas County, Mo.; Kate has become Mrs. Bull of

Kalispell, Mont.; Frank M. lives at Ogallala, Nebr.; Carrie resides in Fresno;

and besides the subject of our sketch, there is Emmett G. Richmond, also of

Fresno County. 




Brought up on a farm in Missouri,

William S. attended the public schools, including the grammar grade and the

high school of Memphis, and when twenty-two came to California in 1889,

settling in the vicinity of Reedley and Dinuba. Fresno was then a very small

town. He went to work on the grain farm for Crow & Agee, and with them he

continued for a couple of years. After that he returned to Missouri and

followed farming with his father. 




In 1902 he came once more to the

West and going to Lawton, Okla., settled in the Comanche and Apache country,

and bought a relinquishment claim and homesteaded 160 acres. He improved it and

obtained a patent signed by President Roosevelt. In 1909 he sold the property

at a good advance, and with the proceeds came on to California. He was not long

in discovering the superiority of Fresno County, and bought a ranch of twenty

acres on Chittenden and Clinton Avenue in Roeding's Villa Colony; and there he

engaged in horticulture. He set out peaches, apricots and a vineyard; then

bought ten acres, added to that, and now he has twenty-five acres, all improved

with a fine residence, comfortable barns and a desirable pumping plant. Besides

peaches and apricots, he raises both Thompson and Malaga grapes. He is a member

and stockholder in both the California Peach Growers, Inc., and the California

Associated Raisin Company. 




In Missouri, Mr. Richmond was

married to Miss Linda Easterday, a native of that state and the daughter of

Daniel Easterday, who was born at Columbus, Ohio, where her folks once owned

much of the site of that city. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Richmond

— Lucile and Virgil in Oklahoma, and Alvin in California. The family attend the

First Methodist Episcopal Church in Fresno. 




Mr. Richmond was made a Mason in

Memphis Lodge No. 16, F. & A. M. in Memphis. Mo., and he is still

affiliated there. In Oklahoma he was a trustee of the church, and superintendent

of the Sunday School. He belongs to the Sons of Veterans and is a standpat

Republican. 




 




J. H. NELSON.




 




An interesting old settler in

Fresno County, who can look back to such a part in laying the foundation for

the chief city of Central California that, when the first railway locomotive

puffed and snorted into Fresno, he was on hand to haul goods from the train to

Tollhouse, and contended with such difficulties that he paid as high as

twenty-five cents a bucket for water sold in the town, is J. H. Nelson, who

came to California on September 13, 1859. He was born in Bearcreek, Cedar

County, Mo., on Washington's birthday, 1854, the son of Len Edward Nelson, a

native of Virginia, who was a marble-cutter by trade, but became a farmer. The

father married Miss Nan Emmerson, who was born in Tennessee. In 1858 he started

across the plains with his family of two children, and the usual ox teams.

Arriving in Stockton, he set up for a year as a marble-cutter, and then he went

to Sonora, continued to ply his trade and opened a marble yard. 




The elder of the two children, J.

H. Nelson, crossed the plains when he was four years of age, and then had the

experience that he still remembers of wintering on the prairies. Settling with

his folks in California, he went to school at Sonora, but at fifteen he was

thrown upon his own resources. In 1869, he came to old Millerton to work for

Uncle John Emmerson, who ran the old McCray Hotel, and he continued with him

for about three years. In 1873, having worked awhile on a ranch at Centerville,

he removed to Tollhouse, where a cousin, Joe Carter, ran a dairy on Pine Ridge;

and he remained with him until 1874. Then he engaged in lumbering, and later

worked in the saw mills; and for a season he ran a mill himself. 




On June 7, 1882, Mr. Nelson was

married at Tollhouse to Miss Phoebe Waite, who was born in Des Moines, Iowa,

the daughter of T. A. Waite, a native of Ohio, who settled in Iowa as a farmer.

Her mother was Alary J. Cavin before her marriage, and she was born in Ohio. In

1875, Mr. Waite brought his family to Fresno on account of his health, and

located at Tollhouse, where he worked in the mill. The same year he was

seriously hurt in an accident, and on June 18, 1876, he died. The mother also

died there, leaving eight children, of whom Mrs. Nelson was the fourth eldest.

She came to California in her eighth year, and attended the public school at

Tollhouse. 




After their marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Nelson engaged in the manufacture of shakes on Pine Ridge, which he hauled to

Tollhouse and from there transported by teams to Fresno. In 1884, Mr. Nelson

located a preemption of eighty acres at Tollhouse and improved the land, and in

the summer time he made shakes on Pine Ridge. He set out an apple orchard on

his home place, and later he bought eighty acres adjoining, and then had 160

acres on which he raised both stock and fruit. He used the brand I C, and he

still continued to make shakes on Pine Ridge. He had five acres in some of the

finest apple orchard to be seen in that vicinity. 




In the fall of 1915 Mr. Nelson

sold his ranch, and located near Clovis; and since then he has engaged in the

scientific work of viticulture. He owns ten acres one and a half miles to the

north of Clovis, which he has also set out in attractive vineyards. 




Six children have been born to Mr.

and Mrs. Nelson, and have added to the social popularity of the family in the

communities in which they have lived. Lee Edward is a carpenter near Clovis;

Alice J., now Mrs. Burritt, resides at Oakland; Annie D. has become Mrs. R. N.

Cobb, of Hoopa, Humboldt County; Laura M., now Mrs. Arthur Cate, resides at

Clovis; Mary G., is a graduate of the Clovis High School, now studying for

nurse at Burnett Sanitarium; and Edith A. attends Clovis High School. Mrs.

Nelson is a member of the Methodist Church of Clovis, and Mr. Nelson is

affiliated with the Woodmen of the World. 




 




SHELL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA.




 




To what extent, in the laying out

and directing of a great enterprise, new and approved ideas as to the great

value of sanitary methods and appliances and the importance of doing everything

possible to make the laborer comfortable and happy, may be employed is well illustrated

by the Shell Company of California, with their headquarters at Oilfields. Their

camp there is said to be the most modern, sanitary and best arranged oil camp

in the United States and perhaps in the world. The streets are well-plotted and

the buildings up to date, lighted by electricity and heated by gas. There is a

well-stocked general merchandise store; a large dining hall with auxiliary

dining rooms; a large and fully equipped club house, and a modern hospital. For

this plant, not only are the managers of the company to be thanked for their

public spirit, but the company's workers as well have had their honorable part.






The oil property and camp were

started about 1900 by Balfour Guthrie and Company, although William Mills

Graham before this had started on Section 27, selling out afterward to that

firm. Then he was made superintendent for them and began the development here.

Finally, the California Oilfields, Ltd., was incorporated, and this gradually

purchased the small companies around there until it became the largest company

operating on what is known as the East Side Field. 




About August, 1913, the Shell

Company purchased the California Oilfields, and took over all of their

holdings; and they have continued there developments on a large scale, at the

same time maintaining the excellence of their buildings; and the result is a

prosperous and happy town of more than 600 population. The company even have

their own dairy, poultry and hog ranch, and also conduct a large commissary

department, with a bakery and a boarding house. There is an abundance of

natural gas on the different leases, and this is used in the production of

steam, gas and electric power, as well as for heating and lighting purposes. A

small refinery is operated, and a compressor gasoline plant. 




The company has its own ice

factory and refrigerating plant, an excellent water system, and they keep up a

modern sewer system, with septic tanks and garbage destroyers. There is also a

garage sufficient to house some thirty-seven cars as well as trucks, and

stables adequate for the accommodation of eighty or more horses and mules; a large,

modern machine shop, with boiler and tank shops, and spacious storehouses and

offices designed according to the best architectural and decorative standards;

and besides the community buildings for men, there is a large club house with

billiard parlors, reading room, ice-cream parlor, library, etc. The large

swimming pool affords both recreation and the facilities for preserving health

and increasing happiness. In summer time an air dome provides for moving

pictures, and in winter such entertainment is given in the lecture hall. There

are also grounds for both base- and football. 




The school district is named Oil

King, and there is a commodious modern schoolhouse with five teachers. 




E. S. Durward is the present

superintendent, and he is intensely interested in keeping the camp up to the

highest standard and introducing improvements whenever they can be made. He

never fails to inquire into any proposals for improvements, recommends the

best, and puts the matter before the proper authorities. The result is that the

employees stick by the company, many having been there for eight or ten years. 




In order that the company,

employees and staff may keep in touch with each other, a Welfare Committee

whose members are elected from amongst the employees by popular vote meets once

a month with the superintendent. In these meetings matters affecting to the

comfort and efficiency of the employees, improvements, safeguards against

accident and any other matters beneficial to the employees and the company are

discussed and settled. 




Mr. E. S. Durward was born in

Scotland, and in that country he studied and became a mechanical engineer.

Later he took up the study of mining engineering, and in the oil fields in

Egypt followed his profession for three years. Returning to England, he

remained there for a short time; but the attractions of California drew him

hither, and in 1913 he reached the Pacific Coast. Shortly after his arrival he

entered the service of the California Oilfields, Ltd., as assistant

superintendent; and in August, 1913, when these holdings were taken over by the

Shell Company, he remained with the new proprietors in the same position. Under

the superintendence of Mr. W. C. McDuffie, in the spring of 1918, he was made

Field Superintendent for the company, succeeding Mr. McDuffie who had become

general superintendent. 




 




JEROME A. McLAUGHLIN.




 




A thoroughly reliable oil-man,

whose integrity is unquestioned and who has an enviable reputation as one of

the best production men in California, is Jerome A. McLaughlin, production

foreman for the Shell Company of California, at Oilfields. He was born in

Butler County, Pa., in 1867, the son of Daniel G. McLaughlin, a native of that

state, who became a successful farmer and oil-operator, his lands being still

in the possession of his family, a valuable heritage, as they are underlaid

with coal and oil. The oldest son, C. R. McLaughlin, is looking after the

interests of this estate. Daniel McLaughlin died in Pennsylvania. His wife was

Eleanor (Boyle) McLaughlin, and she now resides in Glendale, having the

companionship of a daughter. They live in a home, that J. A. McLaughlin built

for his mother; and there she is spending her later years in peace and

contentment. Four boys and two girls were born to this worthy couple, and among

them J. A. was the second oldest. 




Jerome A. received a good

education in the local public schools while he assisted his father on the farm

and in his oil operations, and he remained at home until he went to the

oil-fields in Wood County, Ohio. There he became production foreman for the

Standard Oil Company, and later had the same position with the Palmer Oil

Company. In 1904 he came out to Bartlesville, Okla., to become production

foreman for the Security Oil Company, and while there he made the acquaintance

of A. C. Graham of Oilfields, Cal., who later recommended him as foreman for the

California Oilfields, Limited, and he was tendered the position in 1908. He

accepted and came here immediately to take charge; and he has remained in that

office ever since, continuing with the Shell Company of California when it

succeeded to the property in August, 1913. He has given them the benefit of

years of valuable experience, and is considered one of the best-posted

production men in California. 




In many ways Mr. McLaughlin has

identified himself with the permanent growth of the community, in which we hope

he will remain. Among other activities, he is a stockholder and director in the

Oilfields Cooperative Store. 




 




GEORGE F. CORLEY.




 




Well known as the proprietor of

the Coalinga Dairy, the oldest and best dairy in the city, was the late George

F. Corley, a native of Tennessee, born near Gordonsville, February 4, 1876, a

son of Henry and Tennessee (Ray) Corley, both natives of Tennessee. The

ancestors of the Corley family were from the Emerald Isle, Great-grandfather

Corley emigrating from Ireland and settling in Tennessee. Grandfather Nathaniel

Corley saw service in the Civil War. 




After completing his education in

the public school of his native state, George F. assisted his father on the

farm until 1903, when he came out to Madera County, Cal. Here he was employed

by the Raymond Granite Company as their foreman, remaining with them four

years. In 1907, Mr. Corley moved to Fresno County, locating at Coalinga, where

he secured employment in the oil-fields as a rig-builder, being engaged by

different companies. Desiring to engage in business for himself, Mr. Corley

bought, in 1914, the Coalinga Dairy from R. Thut, the purchase including his

business, residence and dairy buildings. Since that date he personally

conducted the business by the most modern and sanitary methods, and his care in

safeguarding his milk was fully appreciated, as shown by the large patronage

accorded the Coalinga Dairy, which had the reputation of selling the best

quality of milk in the city. In addition to the dairy business, Mr. Corley also

engaged in raising cattle and hogs. 
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