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      “We are created for stories. We read stories, tell stories, watch stories, and live in stories. Yet we instinctively know and long for our stories to fit into something bigger, more meaningful, and more comprehensive. As we read Scripture, we can see how that longing might be fulfilled, but we don’t always know how to connect our own stories to the great story of redemption that culminates with Christ. This is why I’m so thankful for David Murray’s StoryChanger series. These short devotionals are wonderful guides for connecting our stories with God’s larger story and helping us call others into God’s great story. I gladly recommend their use in personal, family, and group prayer and devotional settings.”

      Chris Bruno, Global Partner for Hawaii and the Pacific Islands, Training Leaders International; author, The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses

      “David Murray’s new StoryChanger Devotional series is exactly what Christians are craving right now. These daily devotionals are accessible both in their content and brevity. In just a few minutes each day, readers will find comfort in the truth of the gospel and challenges in following the way of Jesus. Just because the devotionals are short doesn’t mean that they won’t pack a life-changing punch. This series will introduce you to the Bible in the ways that you want and provoke you in the ways that you need.”

      Adam Griffin, coauthor, Family Discipleship; Host, The Family Discipleship Podcast; Pastor, Eastside Community Church, Dallas, Texas

      “What I appreciate most about the StoryChanger Devotional series is how accessible it is to a wide range of ages. Whether you read these books alone or with others, you’ll find them to be practical, easy to follow, and helpful for applying the truths of Scripture to your everyday life. My family enjoys using the StoryChanger Devotionals for our Bible reading and discussion time. The readings prompt encouraging discussions about Scripture around our dinner table each night.”

      Glenna Marshall, author, The Promise Is His Presence and Everyday Faithfulness

      “We live in a world that takes pride in technological progress. And yet here we are, still a people shaped by stories—our own, those presented to us by the world, and those handed down to us by history. In the StoryChanger Devotional series David Murray has crafted brief, engaging, and accessible devotions based on the biblical text. Each volume will help us understand God’s story, make sense of the world around us and, along the way, discover the transformation we need in our personal story. Slow down a while, open your Bible, and let these books prompt your ponderings about God’s story and yours.”

      Peter Mead, Pastor, Trinity Chippenham, United Kingdom; Director, Cor Deo; blogger, BiblicalPreaching.net

      “If you are looking for biblically based devotional books that are surprisingly accessible to any level of Christian maturity, you have picked the right series. The StoryChanger Devotional series is uniquely useful because David Murray wrote it. He has a special writing gift that demonstrates his skill as an expositor and his shepherding intuition as a pastor. That gift is wonderfully present in every volume, and I commend this whole series to pastors to buy in bulk and distribute to your entire congregation to study together.”

      Brian Croft, Executive Director, Practical Shepherding
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      To my friend Chris “Uber” Raines, a wise guide who is guided by the wisest Guide.
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      Introduction to the StoryChanger Devotionals

      Do you want to know the Bible’s Story better, but don’t know how? Do you want to change your story, but don’t know how? Do you want to share the Bible’s Story and the way it has changed your story, but don’t know how? The StoryChanger Devotional series is the answer to this triple how.

      How can I know the Bible better? At different points in my Christian life, I’ve tried to use various helps to go deeper in personal Bible study, but I found commentaries were too long and technical, whereas study Bibles were too brief and not practical.

      How can I change my life for the better? I knew the Bible’s Story was meant to change my story but couldn’t figure out how to connect God’s Story with my story in a transformative way. I was stuck, static, and frustrated at my lack of change, growth, and progress.

      How can I share God’s Story better? I’ve often been embarrassed by how slow and ineffective I am at sharing God’s Story one-on-one. I know God’s Story relates to other people’s stories and that God’s Story can change others’ stories for the better, but I’m reluctant to seek out opportunities and hesitant when they arise.

      So how about a series of books that teach us the Bible’s Story in a way that helps to change our story and equips us to tell the Story to others? Or, to put it another way, how about books that teach us God’s Story in a way that changes ours and others’ stories?

      After writing The StoryChanger: How God Rewrites Our Story by Inviting Us into His as an introduction to Jesus as the transformer of our stories, I thought, “Okay, what now? That’s the theory, what about the practice? That’s the introduction, but what about the next chapters? Jesus is the StoryChanger, but how can his Story change my story in practical ways on a daily basis? And how do I share his life-changing Story with others?”

      I looked for daily devotionals that would take me through books of the Bible in a way that explained God’s Story, changed my story, and equipped me to tell God’s Story to others in a life-changing way. When I couldn’t find any resources that had all three elements, I thought, “I’ll write some devotionals for myself to help me know God’s Story, change my story, and tell the story to others.”

      A few weeks later COVID hit, and I decided to start sharing these devotionals with the congregation I was serving at the time. I wanted to keep them connected with God and one another through that painful period of prolonged isolation from church and from one another.

      I found that, like myself, people seemed to be hungry for daily devotionals that were more than emotional. They enjoyed daily devotionals that were educational, transformational, and missional. We worked our way verse-by-verse through books of the Bible with a focus on brevity, simplicity, clarity, practicality, and shareability. The StoryChanger started changing our stories with his Story, turning us into storytellers and therefore storychangers too.

      Although these devotionals will take only about five minutes a day, I’m not promising you quick fixes. No, the StoryChanger usually changes our stories little by little. But over months and years of exposure to the StoryChanger’s Story, he rewrites our story, and, through us, rewrites others’ stories too.

      To encourage you, I invite you to join the StoryChangers community at www.thestorychanger.life. There you can sign up for the weekly StoryChangers newsletter and subscribe to the StoryChangers podcast. Let’s build a community of storychangers, committed Christians who dedicate themselves to knowing God’s Story better, being changed by God’s Story for the better, and sharing God’s Story better. We’ll meet the StoryChanger, have our stories changed, and become storychangers. I look forward to meeting you there and together changing stories with God’s Story.1

    

    
      
        1  Some of this content originally appeared on the Living the Bible podcast, which has since been replaced by The StoryChanger podcast, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-storychanger/id1581826891.

      

    

  
    
      Introduction to Proverbs: Stories of Wisdom and Folly

      The book of Proverbs was written by Solomon and others to provide a resource for teaching godly wisdom to young people. The book can be divided into three main sections:

      
        	Preparation for Wisdom (1:1–7)

        	Principles of Wisdom (1:8–9:18)

        	Practice of Wisdom (10:1–31:31)

      

      Solomon and the other authors repeatedly present a stark contrast between the blessed path of wisdom and the painful path of folly, pointing us to God as the ultimate source of wisdom (James 1:5) and to Christ as the personification of wisdom (Matt. 12:42; Col. 2:3).

      Unlike the other StoryChanger devotionals, due to the nature of Proverbs, we cannot cover the whole text of the book in fifty devotionals. We cover most of chapters 1–9, but then we pick out representative sample proverbs from chapters 10–31 that cover all the main subjects.

      May these stories of wisdom and folly change our stories and make us wise storytellers so that we become storychangers too.






      If wisdom isn’t practical, it’s not wisdom.
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      Too Much Information

      Proverbs 1:1–3

      TMI—Too Much Information—sums up our culture. The data stream that became a river that became an ocean that became a tsunami is drowning us in facts and fiction. Yet despite the flood of information, there’s a drought of wisdom. Without wisdom we can’t know what information is true or important, and we end up feeling overwhelmed, confused, and paralyzed in our decision-making. How can we find true and important information so we can make good decisions?

      Wisdom University (otherwise known as the book of Proverbs) is open for enrollment and offers classes that teach us what is true and important and, therefore, how to make good decisions. The very first verse of the book reveals its teaching method: “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel.” Proverb means “likeness,” indicating that Proverbs teaches wisdom by using comparisons and parables. It’s truth in street clothes.2 So, what will we learn in Wisdom University?

      We Will Learn Practical Wisdom 1:2

      Proverbs help us “to know wisdom” (1:2). Whereas the Greek idea of wisdom was philosophical and intellectual, the Hebrew word for wisdom meant practical skill. It was used to describe the practical skill of sailors (Ps. 107:27), weavers (Ex. 35:26), administrators (1 Kings 3:28), and craftsmen (Ex. 31:6). So, this is not just knowledge; it’s practical knowledge. It’s the ability to take the principles of God’s word and apply them practically to everyday life challenges.

      If wisdom isn’t practical, it’s not wisdom.

      Is wisdom all positive and painless?

      We Will Learn through Correction 1:2

      We will also “know . . . instruction” (1:2). The Hebrew word here means education through correction. God’s word not only points us in the right way, but disciplines us when we go the wrong way, just like parents do with their children. As Kenneth Kitchen said, “Proverbs will step on your toes, but, in doing so, will discipline you and keep your feet in the right path when you walk in their light.”3 This is not a popular class, but it is a powerful class.

      Wisdom is always profitable but not always comfortable.

      Any guidance on how to spot fake news?

      We Will Learn Discernment 1:2

      In the next class we will “understand words of insight” (1:2). “To understand” reminds us that God is not satisfied with blind or thoughtless obedience. Instead, God calls us to understand why we do what we do. Insight is the ability to tell the difference between two things. Is this good or bad? Wise or foolish? Moral or immoral? Valuable or worthless? It’s seeing people and situations as God sees them.

      Seeing Proverbs helps us see people.

      Any help with navigating human relationships?

      We Will Learn How to Judge 1:3

      We will “receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity” (1:3). Wise people make right decisions about human actions. The standard for this judging is God’s law. Proverbs, therefore, is a practical, detailed, memorable, and culturally relevant application of God’s moral law.

      The Judge in the heavenly court of eternal life appoints us judges in the earthly court of daily life.


      
      Changing Our Story with God’s Story

      Although Solomon was wise, one greater than Solomon was behind Solomon’s teaching: Jesus, the Son of God (Matt. 12:42). Jesus is the ultimate wisdom of God, the person in whom God has hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3). He teaches us practical wisdom, corrects us, teaches us how to separate truth from lies, and gives us the confidence to make right decisions. This is not TMI (Too Much Information); this is MII (Most Important Information).

      Summary: How can we find true and important information to make good decisions? Enroll in Wisdom University to find not just practical wisdom for today but he who is personal wisdom forever.

      Question: Which of these four classes do you need most and why?

      Prayer: All Wise God, I confess my folly and ask for a teachable spirit as I enroll in Wisdom University so that I can be made wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).





    
      
        2  Derek Kidner, Proverbs (Westmont, IL: IVP, 2015), 33.

      

      
        3  John Kitchen, Proverbs (Fearn, UK: Mentor, 2012), 38.

      








      Right Proverb + 
Right Time + 
Right Way = 
Right Result
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      Open Enrollment at Wisdom University

      Proverbs 1:4–7

      A multimillion-dollar industry has developed to help parents get their kids into their preferred college. In recent years, some overanxious parents have even been found guilty of bribing admissions officers to ensure admission for their future Einsteins.

      Why, then, are so few worried about getting their kids (and themselves) into Wisdom University? As we saw in Proverbs 1:1–3, the subjects taught there are far more important than anything taught at any other university. Also, as we’ll see in verses 4–7, the entrance requirements are far lower and easier than any other university. How then do we enroll at Wisdom University?

      Wisdom University Welcomes All Kinds of Students 1:4–6

      Proverbs 1:4–5 describes the diverse range of students who can enroll in this unique school.

      The immature: This beginner class gives “prudence to the simple” (1:4). Simple means naïve, gullible, or wide open. The simple are easily persuaded or deceived. Although previously wide open to every passing fad and falsehood, they begin to develop a biblical filter on day one at Wisdom University.

      The young: This is the intermediate class, giving “knowledge and discretion to the youth” (1:4). The basic root of discretion is long-term planning. Although young people are not usually associated with delayed gratification or planning for the long term, God’s word can give this unique and vital ability.

      The wise: This is the most mature class and contains “the wise” and “the one who understands” (1:5). The wise realize that they are never wise enough and so remain teachable. They “hear and increase in learning . . . and obtain guidance” (1:5).

      What can students enrolled in Wisdom University expect to achieve? They will be able to use the proverbs to solve the enigmas, puzzles, and riddles of life (1:6).

      Right Proverb + Right Time + Right Way = Right Result

      Sounds like a great university! How do I get in?

      Wisdom University Has One Entrance Requirement 1:7

      “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7). Every class begins with the fear of the Lord. The name “Lord” is God’s covenant name, which expresses covenant relationship. Relationship comes before rules. Personal relationship must come before practical morality. A right relationship with God comes before a right relationship with people. The vertical precedes the horizontal. This is the first proverb and the key to all the others.

      Where does this fear come from? Although many outside its walls fear God because of his power to judge, Wisdom University students are in awe of God because of his power to save. Eighteenth-century theologian John Brown said, “Nothing is so well fitted to put the fear of God . . . into the heart, as an enlightened view of the cross of Christ.”4 This kind of fear is not a terror to be avoided but a reverence to be cultivated through trust and worship.

      As Sinclair Ferguson put it, “The fear of the Lord is that undefinable mixture of reverence, fear, pleasure and joy which fills our hearts when we realize who God is and what He has done for us.”5

      If the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, then it’s the height of stupidity to be fearless in the face of God. “Fools despise wisdom and instruction” (1:7). In God’s eyes, a fool is someone who treats God’s teaching as worthless. That can be done with an IQ of 50 or 150.

      Dig a deep foundation of godly fear in your life, if you want to build wisdom high in your life.


      
      Changing Our Story with God’s Story

      The admissions officer, Jesus Christ, has met the entrance requirements and paid the entrance fee to Wisdom University with his own blood. Tuition fees? He’s paid it all, all to him I owe. You don’t need to worry about getting in, dropping out, or accruing any debt. Everyone may enter for nothing.

      Summary: How do we enroll at Wisdom University? Start to fear God today through the cross of Christ and you can start at Wisdom University today for nothing.

      Question: How can you grow in the fear of the Lord and therefore grow in wisdom?

      Prayer: Awesome God, put me in awe of you by astonishing me with your salvation so that I can learn wisdom from you.






    

    
      
        4  John Brown, Exposition of 1 Peter (New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1825), 325.

      

      
        5  Sinclair Ferguson, Grow in Grace (Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth Trust, 1989), 29.

      






      Loving parents aren’t trying to imprison their kids. They’re trying to get them ready for freedom.

    

  
    
      3

      Peers versus Parents

      Proverbs 1:8–19

      Thirty percent of college students drop out after their first year at school. While the dropout rate slows after that, the total dropout rate is somewhere in the 40–50 percent range. Why so many? The most common reasons are lack of discipline, lack of money, lack of friends, or lack of ability.

      The primary reason people drop out of Wisdom University is peer pressure—the influence of others in the same social group or age group. This is not limited to the young, but it’s especially influential when we’re young. Such groupthink results in bad decisions, then sin, then stress, then failure, and then dropping out.

      How do we stay enrolled in Wisdom University, and even graduate with honors? Proverbs 1:8–19 shows us how to overcome peer pressure and successfully persevere in our studies. It starts with prioritizing our parents over our peers.

      Parental Instruction Will Prosper You 1:8–10, 15

      Your parents love you. “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching” (1:8). The reader is addressed as “son” three times, reminding him not only of who brought him into the world, protected him, and provided for him, but also of the loving relationship between him and his parents.

      Your parents teach you wisdom. By passing on “instruction” and “teaching” (1:8), both parents are obeying Deuteronomy 6:6–9, in which God requires the parents to teach their children God’s wisdom.
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