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INTRODUCTION


Faith, Hope, and Love





Speaking of the future, Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:12-13, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”


Love is central to our faith, and it’s the starting point of every devotion we will read together in this book. In Matthew 22:37-40, when asked which commandment was the greatest, Jesus replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”


As we read about Bible prophecy over the next 40 days, it’s crucial to keep in mind the bedrock principles of faith, hope, and love. They are the pillars that hold up our understanding and growth as believers. Especially love. Love for God and others forms the essence of Christian living and is the driving force behind our beliefs and actions.


This love that Jesus speaks of is not a natural human trait but a gift from God. It empowers us to love even those who oppose us. It is a heavenly love that transcends all human circumstances and surpasses all human understanding. This love is the foundation of everything we will explore in these devotions.


Remember, at the core of every teaching, at the center of every Bible prophecy, is the truth that God loves you, has hope for you, and desires for your faith to grow. Each devotion is written with the express purpose of strengthening your faith, bolstering your hope, and deepening your love for God and others.


So, as you journey through these 40 devotions, let faith, hope, and love be like a compass that guides your travels.


Why 40? The number 40 is significant in the Bible, indicating periods of testing, trial, and transformation. God caused it to rain for 40 days during the time of Noah (Genesis 7:12). Moses spent 40 days on Mount Sinai receiving the Law (Exodus 24:18). The Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years before entering the Promised Land (Numbers 14:33-34). Jesus fasted for 40 days in the wilderness, where He was tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-2). Jesus appeared to His disciples over 40 days before ascending to heaven (Acts 1:3).




These periods of 40 are transformational times used by God to shape His people. As you engage with these 40 devotions, my prayer is that they alter the trajectory of your life. In fact—fair warning—I wouldn’t be surprised if the next 40 days hold some intense trials and troubles for you! But as you focus on what is to come in the Last Days, my hope is that it will affect how you live, think, and speak in these days.


May the next 40 days be like a crucible that burns off all the distractions, delusions, deceptions, and other impurities of this world to purify us and sanctify us, so that we may be presented as the Bride of Christ when He comes: clean and bright, and arrayed in fine linen, which is the righteous acts of the saints (Revelation 19:7-8). Let us watch and wait with eager anticipation for the glorious day when He will come for us!


God bless you, my friend.
Awaiting His Return,
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DAY 1


Be On the Watch





“Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.”


LUKE 12:37


Over and over again in Scripture, we are exhorted to be on the watch:


• Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. —1 Corinthians 16:13


• “Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.” —Revelation 3:3


• “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” —Mark 13:33-37


That word watch or watching appears in the New Testament many more times as well, and it appears in three different forms. In English, it’s the word watch, but in the Greek language, we find three manifestations of that word.




1. Gregoreuo: to keep awake, literally and/or figuratively, to be in a state of vigilance, being watchful, on the alert, to keep watch.


2. Tereo: to set a guard, to continue the watch or the guard, to be the guardian, to be keeping your eyes open and on the horizon.


3. Agrupneo: to be sleepless, wakeful: be on the alert (1), keep on the alert (2), keep watch, custody (3), observe (4), preserve.





That’s how we as believers are to be living—vigilantly. We’re to be awake and we’re to be on guard, looking at the horizon for things to come. We are to persevere, to stay at it, to not give up. Living a life of vigilance requires consistent effort and dedication so that we remain prepared for what lies ahead. This means our faith is not passive, but that we make an active commitment to live what we believe and stand in readiness for the return of Jesus. More than ever before the Church needs to be at her post, fully awake, ready to receive the coming of the Lord Jesus and in the meantime be busy about the Father’s business.


The three definitions for that one word, watch, can be summed up in this: always be waiting.


We are to be watching so that we are in the mindset of eagerly waiting.


If you are watching and waiting for the Lord Jesus Christ, your spiritual walk will shape up quickly. Most of us can readily admit that we need to get into shape physically. We know that it takes effort and diligence to stay fit. But when we finally take the steps to get our bodies into shape, we feel better.


When you get into shape, things don’t hold you back and you can accomplish more. The same is true spiritually. When we are in a watchful, waiting mindset, we are training our spiritual selves to be fit—ready at a moment’s notice to spring into action, and anticipating the Lord’s return with eagerness.


Questions for Thought or Discussion


Personal Vigilance


How can you apply the concept of gregoreuo in your daily life to remain spiritually awake and vigilant? Can you share a specific practice or habit that helps you stay alert in your faith?




Guarding Your Faith


The term tereo emphasizes setting a guard and being a guardian. What practical steps can you take to guard your heart and mind against distractions and spiritual complacency? How can you encourage other believers to do the same?


Living with Eagerness


Agrupneo speaks to being constantly alert and watchful. How does living with the expectation of Christ’s return influence your daily actions and decisions? How can this mindset help you stay focused on your spiritual growth?


Let’s Pray


Heavenly Father,


Thank You for reminding us to stay vigilant and watchful. Help us to be alert and ready for Your return, guarding our hearts and minds against distractions. Strengthen us to live each day with purpose and anticipation, working to be spiritually fit and eager to do Your will. Give us discernment to recognize the signs of Your coming and to remain steadfast in our faith until then.


In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.













DAY 2


We Interrupt This Broadcast…





“Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”


LUKE 21:28


If you are old enough, you remember the days when we would watch ABC, CBS, or NBC—those were our only choices—and suddenly, the screen would get staticky or go blank, followed by this message: “We interrupt this broadcast to bring you this special report.”


For those of you who are young, you might find it hard to imagine. It didn’t happen very often, but when you saw your TV show interrupted with that message, something big was about to be announced, and you’d stop dead in your tracks to find out what it was.


Some of those moments left a lasting imprint on our minds. We can remember where we were, what we were wearing, even the weather. For example, I remember my mom coming to my school upset. Back then, parents would pick up their kids from school. I vividly remember that she had on a red blouse, and I can picture her crying, which shook me. She told me, “They’ve just killed the president. The president’s been killed.” That was November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas. Do you remember that?


What about July 20, 1969? I stood in the front yard with my dad and brother. My dad pointed to the moon and said, “You see that? There’s a man stepping onto the moon right now.” As young as I was, I didn’t care much, but as I grew up, I understood how significant that was.


Many of us in Southern California will never forget February 9, 1971. At exactly 6:00 am and one second, Sylmar was struck by a major earthquake. Parts of Los Angeles collapsed, and the shaking was incredible. Schools in Orange County were closed for several weeks because of the tremors. I remember running down the hallway to my parents’ bedroom, crashing into the walls because the hallway was moving so much.


Another unforgettable day was January 28, 1986. The Challenger space shuttle exploded, and we lost our astronauts. None of us will ever forget that image on our television screens.


It seemed like the entire United States had perfectly clear weather on Tuesday, September 11, 2001. I remember waking up, having my coffee, and turning on the TV. I stood there and watched my nation change in a moment as the Twin Towers collapsed from being hit by airplanes controlled by terrorists.




Listen, my friend. The volume of major events happening in the world around us is increasing and will continue to do so exponentially as the Day of Christ draws closer. These “we interrupt this broadcast” moments will become more frequent, like birth pangs. Jesus Christ Himself said, “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”


Why did Jesus tell us to look up as things grow more chaotic, intense, and eventful in this world? So that we believers can walk more boldly, more informed, and more ready to not only share Christ with others, but to meet the Lord Jesus when He comes.


Questions for Thought or Discussion


Reflecting on Moments of Impact


Think about a significant event in your life that left a lasting impression, similar to those mentioned (JFK’s assassination, the moon landing, a California earthquake, 9/11). How did that event change your perspective? How did it affect your faith?


Recognizing Modern Interruptions


In today’s world, we’re often bombarded with breaking news and major events. How do you discern which events are significant in the context of your faith? How can you stay focused on God’s message amid the noise?




Preparing for the Future


Jesus instructed us to “look up and lift up our heads because redemption draws near.” How can you prepare yourself spiritually and mentally for the increasing frequency of “we interrupt this broadcast” moments? What steps can you take to ensure you’re ready to share Christ in these times?


Let’s Pray


Heavenly Father,


Thank You for being with us in these uncertain times. Help us stay focused on You while this world is in chaos. Remind us to look up and remember Your promise of redemption. Give us boldness and courage to stand firm in our faith and share Your hope with others. Prepare our hearts for Your return and help us live with purpose and urgency. Fill us with Your peace and help us to be a light to those around us.


In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.













DAY 3


As Evil Increases





Wait for [God’s] Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.


1 THESSALONIANS 1:10


I was interviewed by a media group in New York City, and they asked me this question: “Why does it seem like there’s so much evil going on in our nation and world today?” Can you believe it? A secular organization asking a pastor about the state of evil in the world; it’s an indicator of the times we’re living in.


Evil is becoming so prominent that even the world is sitting up and taking notice. But everything is falling right into place according to God’s calendar, and the only way we’ll understand it is if we understand God’s Word. The world is starting to panic, and if you weren’t a Christian, you’d be just like them: either trying to figure it out or getting drunk in an attempt to ignore it.


In times like these, it is crucial for believers to stay grounded in their faith and immersed in Scripture. The Bible not only foretells these events but also provides the assurance that God is in control. By staying connected to His Word, we can navigate these evil days with a sense of peace and direction that the world desperately lacks.


Jesus said that chaotic days would come upon the earth—so chaotic that men’s hearts would fail them. In John 14:29, Jesus said, “And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.” These days we’re experiencing were foretold by Jesus, and the Bible has an urgent message for every generation of Christians: be faithful, watch, and be ready for Christ’s return.
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