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  1. When and how did the Russian aggression against Ukraine begin?




  Russia's premeditated armed aggression against Ukraine began on February 20, 2014, with the military operation of the Russian Armed Forces to seize a part of the territory of Ukraine - the Crimean Peninsula.




  Having carried out the temporary occupation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, the Kremlin moved to the next stage - the war in the Ukrainian Donbas. Units of the Russian special forces and other armed formations of the Russian Federation, Russian soldiers "on leave" and military advisers seized local bodies of power, police stations, and military facilities of Ukraine in the certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine.




  The Minsk agreements and agreements in the "Normandy format" reached later through the mediation of the OSCE, as well as Germany and France, from the very first day were not fulfilled by Russia, which, instead of their implementation, tried to replace the process of peaceful settlement and efforts aimed at ending the war with granting "special status" to the quasi-state entities created by it.




  By launching armed aggression against Ukraine, Russia has violated the fundamental norms and principles of international law, a number of bilateral and multilateral treaties and agreements.




  Joint political and diplomatic efforts of the international community became an important element of countering the aggressor. Within the framework of international organizations and at the bilateral level, numerous documents and decisions were adopted in support of the territorial integrity of Ukraine within the internationally recognized borders.




  Political and economic sanctions aimed at forcing the Russian Federation to come to the negotiating table became the most effective tool of pressure on the occupying State. At the same time, the world has never seen a real desire to settle the armed conflict by political and diplomatic means on the part of the Russian Federation.




  2. What happened on February 24, 2022?




  Since November 2021, the Russian Federation has been actively building up its troops on the border with Ukraine, both on its side and on the side of Belarus, while assuring the absence of any intention to attack Ukraine.




  On February 21, 2022, Russia officially "recognized" as "states" the terrorist entities "Luhansk People's Republic" and "Donetsk People's Republic" created by it in the certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine.




  On February 24, 2022, the President of the Russian Federation announced the beginning of the so-called "special military operation" under the pretext of carrying out the so-called "demilitarization and denazification of Ukraine". After that, around four o'clock in the morning, missile strikes were carried out throughout the territory of Ukraine, and Russian troops launched a large-scale invasion of the territory of our state, entering from the side of the Russian Federation, Belarus and the temporarily occupied Crimean peninsula.




  The defense sector of Ukraine responded by repelling the occupier along the entire front line. Active resistance from the Armed Forces of Ukraine, territorial defense forces and Ukrainian citizens caused significant losses to the Russian occupiers and disrupted the Kremlin's plans to carry out a "blitzkrieg", capture Kyiv and key cities and change power in Ukraine.




  About 330,000 people have been involved into Russia's large-scale armed aggression against Ukraine, of which the number of Russian Armed Forces groups in the areas is up to 150,000 servicemen in the battalion-tactical groups and other formations. Taking into account the air and sea components, the grouping of the aggressor's forces has up to 220 thousand servicemen. In addition, military units and units of the enemy's mobilization reserve numbering more than 80,000 persons, combat army systems - up to 7,000 persons, the federal service of the National Guard troops - up to 18,000 persons, as well as private military companies - up to 8,000 persons were involved.




  Since the first day of the invasion, Russia has been violating the rules of war and international law and committing war crimes and crimes against humanity on a massive scale, killing civilians, destroying infrastructure and deporting the population. The Russian authorities conduct an active information warfare and use propaganda.




  Russia has temporarily seized and holds about 20% of the territory of Ukraine.




  3. The impact and consequences of the Russian Federation's war against Ukraine on European and world security




  Russia's war against Ukraine is not so much a regional as a civilizational conflict. Democratic Ukraine is waging a war for independence against Russian neo-colonialism, which is personified by an authoritarian regime that rejects an independent Ukrainian nation its right to exist. Ukraine protects the entire liberal-democratic world from attempts of revisionism of the existing world order based on the rule of law. Instead, Russia seeks to change the balance of power by applying the principle of the right of force.




  Russian racism is the reincarnation of German Nazism - both ideologies use imperial chauvinism, superiority over other nations. In Russia, pacifist slogans are banned and the cult of armed forces and war is cultivated.




  The main goal of the Kremlin's military and hybrid efforts is not only to restore its own sphere of influence in Eastern Europe, but also to destroy unity, weaken and discredit the multilateral institutions of the Western world, primarily the EU and NATO. It was the movement of Ukraine in the direction of integration into the mentioned structures that was used as a formal justification for the start of full-scale hostilities by Russia against Ukraine.




  Russia will continue its aggressive policy towards the countries of the Baltic-Black Sea region, using nuclear blackmail, in order to reach the goals of revenge against the West for the defeat in the Cold War. Russia is a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and therefore aggression against Ukraine destroys the basic foundations of the work of this structure, when one permanent member of the SC can use the right of veto in its own interests. The UN is in dire need of systemic reform to prevent negative scenarios.




  Russia's invasion of Ukraine destabilized global logistics chains. The consequences of military operations, shelling of transport and agricultural infrastructure, Russia's ongoing blockade of Ukraine's Black Sea ports threaten a global food crisis in the world, which can cause political instability in Asian and African countries. Ukraine is one of the breadbaskets of the world, a leading producer and exporter of wheat, corn and sunflower oil.




  4. Goals of Ukraine in the war and after it




  Ukraine strives for the complete liberation of all occupied territories, the restoration of sovereignty and territorial integrity in the internationally recognized borders, including the parts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, occupied in 2014.




  Russia must pay compensation for the mass destruction caused to Ukraine. War criminals must be held accountable.




  Ukraine should receive clear and effective international security guarantees. Russia must be deprived of the capacity for armed aggression in the future.




  Ukraine will create conditions for the voluntary return of refugees and internally displaced persons to the territory from which they were forced to leave due to Russia's military aggression.




  After the war, Ukraine, having gone through reforms, will join the European and Euro-Atlantic institutions as a full member, which is fixed in the Constitution of Ukraine.
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  Russia’s renewed invasion of neighboring Ukraine in February 2022 marked the start of Europe’s deadliest armed conflict in decades. It also prompted intensive international efforts to respond to the war. Multiple Members of Congress have engaged with U.S. and international measures, including by supporting sanctions against Russia, providing assistance to Ukraine, and bolstering support to neighboring NATO countries. The immediate and long-term implications of the war are likely to be far-reaching, affecting numerous policy dimensions of concern to Congress.




  This report addresses Russian and Ukrainian military and intelligence aspects of the war, which are of interest to many in Congress as Congress considers various legislative measures and conducts oversight of U.S. policy. It provides an overview of the conflict, including the run-up to the invasion, the performance and conduct of the Russian and Ukrainian militaries, possible Russian intentions, and recent developments on the ground. For other CRS products related to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, including U.S. policy dimensions, see CRS Report R47054, Russia’s 2022 Invasion of Ukraine: Related CRS Products.
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  In mid-October 2021, social media and news outlets began to report significant movement by Russian military forces, with limited Russian transparency, on or near the Ukrainian border and within Ukraine’s occupied Crimea region. The buildup came after a sustained increase in Russia’s permanent force posture on the Ukrainian border. 2 Since 2014, Russia has created two new Combined Arms Armies (CAAs), one in the Western Military District (20th CAA, headquartered in Voronezh) and one in the Southern Military District (8th CAA, headquartered in Rostov-on-Don and Novocherkassk) bordering Ukraine. Russia created these CAAs to oversee, coordinate, and manage command and control of units transported to the border. The 8th CAA also reportedly commands the separatist units in two Russia-controlled areas in eastern Ukraine (the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics, or DNR/LNR).




  Throughout December 2021, Russia continued to build up its forces in the region. Prior to the February 2022 invasion, Russia had mobilized between 150,000 and 190,000 personnel and 120 Battalion Tactical Groups (BTGs) on its border with Ukraine, 3 in Belarus, and in Ukraine’s occupied Crimea region, according to U.S. government estimates. 4




  During this buildup, analysts and observers documented the movement of Russian units from across Russia toward Ukraine. 5 The 41st and 2nd CAAs moved from the Central Military District into Belarus and to Ukraine’s northeast border with Russia; the 1st Guards Tank Army and the 6th CAA moved from the Western Military District to Ukraine’s eastern border with Russia; the 49th and 58th CAAs moved from the Southern Military District to occupied Crimea and to Ukraine’s southeast border with Russia; and the 35th and 36th CAAs (and elements of the 29th and 5th CAAs) moved from the Eastern Military District to Belarus. 6 In addition, Russia deployed elite units— such as Russian Airborne (VDV), Naval Infantry, and spetsnaz (elite light infantry units used for reconnaissance and direct action)—around Ukraine’s borders. 7




  These forces included the full range of Russian military capabilities, including artillery and support systems. The ground forces included air defense, artillery and rocket artillery, long-range precision missile systems (Iskander-M short-range ballistic missile [SRBM] systems), electronic warfare, support, and logistics units. 8 Additionally, by February 2022, Russia had mobilized large numbers of Aerospace Forces (VKS) fighter, fighter-bomber, and helicopter squadrons, which some observers believed would play a key role in the initial invasion. 9




  On February 21, 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin announced that Russia would recognize the independence of the DNR and LNR. Russian recognition appeared to include the entire regions of Donetsk and Luhansk (collectively known as the Donbas), most of which had remained under Ukrainian control since Russia’s first invasion of Ukraine in 2014, and not just territory controlled by DNR/LNR.




  Shortly after February 21, Putin announced Russia would send “peacekeepers” into the DNR/LNR, claiming they were to defend against Ukrainian plans for invasion and sabotage attempts. These Russian charges had no basis in fact. Despite denials from Russian officials, Russia had spent months amassing a significant portion of its military capabilities around Ukraine. 10




  On February 24—following months of warning and concern from the Biden Administration, European allies, NATO, and some Members of Congress—Russia invaded Ukraine. 11 Russia claimed its invasion was to conduct a “special military operation” to protect the civilian population and to “demilitarize” and “de-Nazify” Ukraine; many observers understood the latter term as a false pretext for overthrowing the democratically elected Ukrainian government. 12




  

    Figure 1. Ukraine
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    Source: Congressional Research Service.
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  On February 24, 2022, hours after Putin’s televised address announcing a “special military operation,” Russia invaded Ukraine with an air and missile attack, using precision-guided munitions (PGMs) against key targets. These early targets included logistics centers, naval installations, command and control centers, air defenses, and critical infrastructure. 13 In the opening stages of the attack, the Pentagon assessed that Russia launched over 100 SRBMs, including Iskander-M SRBMs, and air- and sea-launched cruise missiles. 14




  Some observers believe Russia’s initial strategy was (or was intended) to achieve air superiority, degrade Ukrainian air defenses, and undermine the Ukrainian military’s ability to coordinate defenses and counterattacks. This initial bombardment, however, was more limited in duration and scale than some analysts expected. 15 In particular, analysts noted that the Russian air forces (VKS) failed to conduct effective suppression of enemy air defense missions, either because of an unwillingness to act or because of a lack of capability. Russia’s failure to degrade the Ukrainian air force and air defenses, as well as Ukrainian command and control capabilities, allowed the Ukrainian military to respond more successfully to Russia’s invasion than most observers expected, both at the outset and subsequently. 16




  After the air assault, Russian ground forces attacked from multiple directions: north from occupied Crimea in the direction of Kherson; limited incursions west from DNR/LNR; from Russia’s Belgorod and Kursk toward Ukraine’s cities of Kharkiv and Sumy; and a strong two-pronged thrust toward the capital of Kyiv from Belarus. 17 The first phase of the war was subsequently defined by rapid maneuver operations to outflank and seize key objectives




  Kyiv was an initial key Russian military target. 18 Led by elite, but comparatively lightly equipped, VDV, spetsnaz, and reconnaissance units, Russian forces advanced along the western side of Kyiv and reached the outskirts of the city within days. 19 In the early hours of the invasion, Russian VDV units conducted a risky air assault to seize the Antonov International Airport in Hostomel, on the outskirts of Kyiv. 20 Analysts have argued that the Russian attack to seize the airport was intended to allow the rapid introduction of follow-on VDV units to surround and seize the Ukrainian capital. 21 Ukrainian forces, however, responded and repulsed the attack, reportedly causing heavy Russian casualties and shooting down several helicopters. 22




  Initially, Russian forces made gains along all lines of advance. 23 Russia made the most progress in the south from occupied Crimea, reportedly imposing significant casualties on Ukrainian forces in the region. Russian forces advanced quickly toward Kherson (which they captured on March 2, 2022) and eventually turned toward the Ukrainian coastal city of Mariupol. 24 Analysts argue that Russian advances in the south were successful in part because they involved some of Russia’s most modern and professional units from the Southern Military District and had better logistical support than other units, due to rail access from Crimea. 25 In other regions, Russia made slow but initially steady progress, seeking to encircle rather than capture major urban centers such as Sumy, Kharkiv, and Chernihiv. 26 Logistics issues and other factors soon stalled most Russian advances. 27




  Russian forces ran into effective Ukrainian resistance from the invasion’s outset. 28 Despite not announcing a general mobilization until February 25, after the invasion began, the Ukrainian military immediately hindered, deflected, and imposed costs on Russian forces in personnel and equipment. The Ukrainian military appeared to exploit numerous tactical and operational deficiencies of Russian forces (which were overextended in many cases), allowing the Ukrainian military to conduct ambushes and counterattacks.




  Russian units operated with little tactical sophistication and not as combined arms formations, leaving units exposed and unprepared for Ukrainian resistance, according to observers and analysts. 29 Overall, training and professionalism of Russian units appeared much lower than expected, even among supposedly “elite” units. For example, elite but relatively lightly equipped units (such as VDV, spetsnaz, and reconnaissance units) conducted operations they were not trained or equipped to conduct, such as advancing into urban areas, where they appeared to suffer heavy casualties due to the lack of heavy armored support. 30




  Additionally, armored units advanced without infantry support in numerous instances. 31 In another example, Russian National Guard (Rosgvardiya) units reportedly advanced alongside, and sometimes in front of, Russian military forces, apparently with little coordination. 32 Contributing to the confusion, observers documented Russian units operating without encrypted communications, often using civilian equipment to communicate. 33




  Despite having significant artillery, rocket artillery, and air capabilities, Russian forces appeared restrained in their use of these systems and capabilities during the initial invasion. 34 Some analysts speculated this occurred because the Russian military underestimated the level of Ukrainian resistance and that it may have indicated an initial hesitation to inflict collateral damage on civilian targets that would be crucial for supporting a Russian occupation. 35
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  Despite Russian forces launching heavy attacks and advancing across Ukraine, the Russian military overall performed poorly during the initial phases of the invasion, surprising most observers and analysts (including Ukrainian military and political officials). 36 Reports indicated that Russia’s military and political leadership appeared surprised by the military’s lack of progress and the level of resistance from Ukrainian forces. 37 Some Russian forces invaded with apparently little preparation. Captured Russian soldiers and intercepted communications revealed that many units were unaware they were to invade Ukraine until shortly beforehand. 38 As Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines stated to Congress in early March 2022, “We assess Moscow underestimated the strength of Ukraine’s resistance and the degree of internal military challenges we are observing, which include an ill-constructed plan, morale issues and considerable logistical issues.” 39




  In particular, many analysts were surprised at the apparently limited role the VKS played at the outset of the invasion, beyond the initial bombardment. 40 Russian ground forces appeared to have limited air cover, with Russia primarily relying on Iskander-M SRBMs or air-launched cruise missiles launched from VKS bombers inside Belarus and Russia, especially to target Ukrainian infrastructure and other targets in western Ukraine (see Figure 2). 41 The Ukrainian air force continued to operate over western Ukraine, and its air defenses shot down Russian aircraft and challenged Russian air superiority. 42




  

    Figure 2. Ukraine Airfields and Key Infrastructure
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    Sources: Congressional Research Service, Janes IHS.


  




  The Russian military’s logistics issues limited its offensives in almost all sectors. 43 Russian units appeared poorly supplied (for example, some captured Russian food reportedly was expired and inedible) and seemed to advance past available logistics support. 44 Available logistics appeared too limited to sustain multiple simultaneous offensives. 45 Moreover, the Ukrainian military appeared to prioritize ambushing Russian supply columns, exacerbating Russian logistics issues. 46




  In addition, the Russian military appears to have challenges with command and control, both at the tactical and the operational levels. First, reports indicate there was no overall Russian operational commander. 47 As a result, it appears each CAA and axis of advance was operating independently, with questionable levels of coordination. 48 Second, Russian commanders appeared unprepared for many aspects of the invasion, as evidenced by a lack of coordination among branches (such as VKS and Rosgvardiya) and between units. 49 Reporting indicates that communication problems compounded these command and control issues, contributing to higher-ranking officers moving closer to the frontlines and contributing to casualties among these officers. 50
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  Many observers and analysts have been surprised and impressed by Ukraine’s military resistance. Despite having a smaller military than Russia, and a quantitative and qualitative disadvantage in equipment and resources, the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) have proven resilient and adaptive. 51 The UAF has demonstrated greater flexibility than the Russian military and a willingness to adapt to changing conditions to exploit Russian missteps and weaknesses. 52 The UAF also has benefited from high levels of motivation and recruitment, as well as significant Western security assistance and training. 53




  Initially, the UAF traded space to draw Russian forces in, as Russian units advanced without sufficient convoy protection and logistical support. As Russian units advanced, Ukraine emphasized guerrilla strategies, such as hit and run or ambushes, to attack supply lines. 54 Ukraine also isolated Russian units in an effort to tire and deplete Russian forces. Ukraine leveraged key capabilities (such as the TB2 unmanned combat aerial vehicle for strikes and targeting), security assistance, and artillery to stymie Russian advances and undermine Russian advantages, such as airpower. 55 Easily deployable weapons systems (including foreign and domestic anti-tank and anti-air systems) were effective at imposing losses in Russian personnel and equipment. 56 The UAF also appears to have adopted a diffuse command structure, allowing each operational command to coordinate and initiate operations according to local conditions.
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  Observers continue to speculate about Russia’s initial objectives and plans in launching its offensive against Ukraine. Many analysts believe Russia’s expectations were based on faulty assumptions that undermined Russia’s conduct of the invasion. 57 If this is the case, these incorrect political assumptions possibly determined and imposed unrealistic objectives and timetables onto the Russian military. This in turn may partially, but not entirely, explain the Russian military’s unpreparedness and poor performance. 58




  On February 25, 2022, the Pentagon assessed that Russia had committed one-third of its available troops into Ukraine. U.S. officials and some analysts believe Russia’s initial operation was to “decapitate” the Ukrainian government and rely on fast-moving, elite units to quickly seize key junctures, similar to Russia’s seizure of Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014. 59 Some analysts speculate that Russia may have based such a strategy on assumptions that the Ukrainian military would be ineffective and the Ukrainian political leadership could be easily replaced. 60 As Central Intelligence Agency Director William J. Burns testified before the House Intelligence Committee in March 2022, Putin “was confident that he had modernized his military and they were capable of a quick, decisive victory at minimal cost. He’s been proven wrong on every count. Those assumptions have proven to be profoundly flawed over the last 12 days of conflict.” 61




  Analysts speculate that Putin and other Russian policymakers may have held these faulty assumptions in part due to poor intelligence and a willingness by subordinates to convey only positive information to Russian decisionmakers. 62 Recent media reporting indicates the FSB overstated its influence and agent networks inside Ukraine, possibly contributing to a false expectation of a quick regime change. 63 Additionally, many observers speculate a relatively small circle of advisers may have outsized influence on Putin and may have contributed to potentially unrealistic assumptions. 64 Observers believe this circle includes Minister of Defense Sergei Shoigu, who may have overstated the Russian military’s capabilities. 65
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  Since early March 2022, Russian forces attempted to adapt to the reality of effective Ukrainian resistance. Russia made some changes to its military operations, including more coordination between units and a greater attempt to operate as combined arms formations, increased air support, and significantly higher levels of artillery and rocket artillery fire. 66 Russian forces made slow incremental advances but continued to suffer heavy losses in both personnel and equipment. 67 By March 7, 2022, U.S. officials believed Russia had committed “nearly 100 percent” of its available forces into Ukraine. 68 The Russian VKS increased its number of sorties and operations, although most missions appeared to employ unguided weaponry rather than PGMs. 69 The increased sortie rate also meant heavier losses for the VKS, including some of its most advanced helicopter, fighter, and fighter-bombers. 70




  At this stage of the conflict, instead of concentrating on one area of operations, the Russian military appeared to continue multiple lines of advance. 71 In the north, Russian forces attempted to break through Ukrainian defenses around Kyiv, from both the northwest and the east. In the east, Russian forces surrounded Kharkiv and attacked toward Izyum. In the south, Russian forces conducted an offensive to seize Mykolaiv in the southwest and Mariupol in the southeast. 72 Each advance appeared to compete against the others for increasingly limited reinforcements, logistics, and air support. Gradually, most Russian offensives began to stall due to a number of factors, including continued logistics issues, mounting casualties and a lack of available reinforcements, and increasing Ukrainian counterattacks. 73




  Throughout mid-March 2022, the Ukrainian military conducted effective counterattacks across most axes of advance, defeating repeated Russian offensives outside of Kyiv, outside of Kharkiv and Sumy, and in Mykolaiv. 74 Ukraine also attacked captured infrastructure, such as an airbase in Kherson and the port of Berdyansk, and destroyed key Russian assets. 75




  Toward the end of March 2022, Russian offensives around Kyiv stalled. Ukrainian forces launched multiple sustained counteroffensives and pushed back Russian forces. 76 Observers noted that, after failing to achieve a decisive victory quickly, Russia was reevaluating its objectives and strategy toward achieving territorial gains in the south and east of Ukraine. 77 On March 25, the Russian Ministry of Defense held a press conference alleging that Russia had mostly met its initial objectives and would move on to the second phase of the operation, focusing on eastern Ukraine, including the Donbas. 78 Russia soon announced it was withdrawing forces from around Kyiv and Chernihiv; analysts speculated that this was aimed at allowing the redeployment of units for further offensives in the east. 79 U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan stated on April 4, 2022, “Russia is repositioning its forces to concentrate its offensive operations in eastern and parts of southern Ukraine.... All indications are that Russia will seek to surround and overwhelm Ukrainian forces in eastern Ukraine.” 80




  Subsequently, Russia redirected forces to support operations in the east to cut off Ukrainian military units in the Donbas. 81 On April 12, President Putin stated that Russia’s “military operation will continue until its full completion” but said, “Our goal is to help the people in the Donbas, who feel their unbreakable bond with Russia.” 82 The terrain in the Donbas favored Russian forces, with its advantages in artillery units, and made it more difficult for Ukrainian forces to conduct guerrilla-style attacks. 83




  Despite the apparent focus on the Donbas, some observers remained concerned about larger Russian objectives. On April 22, 2022, Major General Rustam Minnekayev, the deputy commander of the Central Military District, said in an interview that Russia wanted to take full control of eastern and southern Ukraine, including a possible land bridge to Transnistria, a Russia-supported breakaway territory in Moldova. 84 Many observers believe this statement reflects larger Russian political objectives over the medium to long term, since Russian military force constraints prevent a serious offensive to capture Odessa and link up with Transnistria.




Sinking of the Moskva and Snake Island




  On April 13, 2022, the flagship of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the Slava class missile cruiser Moskva, reportedly was struck by two Ukrainian R-360 Neptune anti-ship missiles. Initially, Russia denied the Moskva was hit by missiles, said it sunk in a storm after an accidental fire, and attempted to tow the heavily damaged cruiser back to port in Sevastopol; the damage was catastrophic, however, and the ship eventually sank. Reports indicate the Moskva was blockading Odessa and providing air defense support to Russian units in the southwest near Kherson when it was struck. The sinking provided a morale boost to Ukrainian forces and undermined Russian efforts to threaten an amphibious assault against Odessa, potentially freeing up Ukrainian forces defending the city to conduct counteroffensives against Russian forces near Kherson. Russia’s new flagship of the Black Sea Fleet is the Project 11356 frigate Admiral Makarov.




  The sinking of the Moskva also threatened Russia’s control over Snake Island, a small rock outcropping Russia seized during the initial days of the invasion and used to support the Russian blockade of Odessa. Ukrainian forces harassed Russian forces on the island throughout the conflict using TB2 UCAVs and fighters, sinking Russian ships and destroying air defense systems. Eventually, long-range Ukrainian artillery and the loss of the Moskva made the island untenable, and Russian forces departed Snake Island by the end of June.




  
 Sources: Brad Lendon, “Moskva Sinking: What Really Happened to the Pride of Russia’s Fleet?” CNN, April 15, 2022; Adam Taylor and Claire Parker, “’Neptune’ Missile Strike Shows Strength of Ukraine’s Homegrown Weapons,” Washington Post, April 15, 2022; Economist, “How Did Ukraine Destroy the Moskva, a Large Russian Warship,” April 20, 2022; B. J. Armstrong, “The Russo-Ukrainian War at Sea: Retrospect and Prospect,” War on the Rocks, April 21, 2022; Marc Santora and Ivan Nechepurenko, “Ukraine Drives Russian Forces from Snake Island, a Setback for Moscow,” New York Times, June 20, 2022.




  On April 18, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russia had begun its offensive in the Donbas after a barrage of Russian missile strikes across Ukraine. 85 Russian forces initially conducted slow and gradual probing attacks against Ukrainian forces, including the use of heavy artillery and rocket artillery to support operations. 86 Russia concentrated on pressing Ukrainian forces south of Izyum, west from Severodonetsk toward Kramatorsk and Slovyansk, and from Donetsk to create a large encirclement of UAF. 87




  Russian forces ran into determined and effective UAF resistance and were unable to make significant progress. 88 Russian forces could not break through Ukrainian defenses around Izyum, partially resulting from too few units and a gradual deployment, even with reinforcements from the abandoned effort to take Kyiv. 89 Additionally, UAF forces reinforced and conducted counterattacks outside of Kharkiv, pushing Russian forces in some positions back toward the border and potentially placing the Russian city of Belgorod within striking distance of long-range Ukrainian rocket and missile artillery. 90 Throughout the war, numerous unexplained explosions have occurred at various industrial sites in Russia, some of which are likely the result of Ukrainian air, missile, or sabotage attacks. 91 UAF forces also conducted counterattacks toward Izyum, reportedly advancing against Russian units (such as those from the Russian 1st Guards Tank Army), which had suffered significant casualties. 92




  Russia’s redeployment of forces away from Kyiv and toward eastern Ukraine indicated the Russian military’s need to rest and resupply after using most of its combat-effective units. During this time, analysts noted the need for Russian personnel reinforcements, not only to replace losses but also to support further Russian offensives. 93 Conditions forced Russia to pull units from foreign bases to help replace and rotate out units. 94 Russia reportedly also has deployed private military companies (including heavy use of Wagner Private Military Company) to support operations, primarily to oversee and support Russian-led forces from the DNR/LNR. 95 Many observers speculated that Putin would announce a state of war and national mobilization during Russia’s May 9 Victory Day celebration, allowing Russia to call up reserves and use conscripts in combat. 96 The celebration passed with no such announcement. Despite the slow pace of Russian progress and need for reinforcements, Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines testified to the Senate Armed Services Committee on May 20, 2022, “We assess President Putin is preparing for prolonged conflict in Ukraine during which he still intends to achieve goals beyond the Donbas.” 97




  A key Russian military objective was the coastal city of Mariupol, in the Donetsk region. 98 Russian forces gradually surrounded and advanced into Mariupol against stiff Ukrainian resistance. 99 The effort to seize the city benefited from Russia shifting operations away from seizing further territory in the Kherson region (which includes Mykolaiv). 100 After weeks of bombardment and fighting, Ukrainian military forces and large numbers of civilians were isolated in the Azovstal iron and steel plant. 101 On April 21, Putin announced that Russia had seized Mariupol and that Russian forces would not assault the Azovstal plant but would surround and seal it off, despite Ukrainian forces’ continued resistance. 102 Ukraine announced on May 16 that it had instructed its remaining troops at Azovstal to cease combat missions. 103 Shortly thereafter, Ukrainian troops began surrendering and were evacuated to Russian-controlled areas. 104 The status of these prisoners remains unclear, with potential options ranging from “trials” for Russian propaganda purposes to some form of prisoner exchange. 105 On July 29, a massive explosion ripped through a prisoner-of-war camp housing many of the prisoners from Mariupol, killing an estimated 50 prisoners. 106 Russia alleged the explosion was the result of a Ukrainian missile strike, but many observers believe it was some other cause. 107




  Russia also continued its use of long-range PGMs against targets in western Ukraine, but the VKS did not seek further air superiority beyond eastern Ukraine. Russia conducted long-range PGM strikes against what Russian officials say are the Ukrainian defense industry and infrastructure targets in an attempt to cripple and undermine the Ukrainian military’s long-term capability. However, observers began to note the questionable precision, capability, and quantity of PGMs still available to Russian forces. 108 U.S. officials have stated most PGMs appear to be air-launched cruise missiles from bombers inside Russia. 109
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  After the capture of Mariupol, Russia refocused efforts on seizing key urban and infrastructure areas in Donetsk and Luhansk. 110 Due to losses, Russia appeared unable to focus and concentrate combat power on multiple advances, forcing it to refocus efforts on a single objective while consolidating its hold on captured territory (such as in Kharkiv, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia). 111 By mid-May 2022, Russia appeared unable to capture the key cities of Slovyansk and Kramatorsk, a likely target of Russia’s refocused offensives. Instead, Russia focused on on seizing the towns of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, which would give Russia almost total control over Luhansk Oblast. 112




  In contrast to the early days of the invasion, the fighting in the Donbas resembled a more traditional conventional conflict of slow but intense fighting, and Russia reverted to its traditional reliance on the massed used of artillery and rocket artillery. 113 Russian forces appeared to conduct a pincer movement to cut off Ukrainian forces in Severodonetsk and Lysychansk. 114 In the north, Russian forces pushed southeast from Izyum, capturing Lyman and attempting to make several crossings of the Siverskyi Donets River near Bilohorivka, but came under Ukrainian artillery fire and suffered heavy casualties. 115 In the Donbas, Russia relied heavily on Wagner Private Military Company (PMC) and local DNR/LNR units. 116 These forces sustained heavy casualties but gradually pushed the UAF back and captured key towns such as Popasna. 117




  

    

      Figure 3. Donbas Region of Ukraine




      [image: ] 



      Source: Congressional Research Service


    


  




  The UAF continued to staunchly defend territory instead of conducting an organized withdrawal, leading some analysts to speculate that Ukraine’s strategy was to impose as much attrition on Russian forces as possible. 118 Nevertheless, Russian forces, including Chechen Rosgvardiya and DNR/LNR troops, continued their offensive into Severodonetsk and gradually seized control of the city after Ukraine ordered its forces to retreat to Lysychansk. 119 Russian forces continued to advance north from Popasna toward Bakhmut, threatening to cut off UAF units and envelope Lysychansk. 120 Subsequently, the UAF withdrew from Lysychansk to prepared defensive lines between Bakhmut and Siversk. 121




Reported Russian and Ukrainian Casualties




  Estimates of wartime casualties vary widely and may not be considered reliable. Due to the continuing state of war, verifying exact numbers of casualties is nearly impossible. Generally, ranges of possible casualties are given as estimates due to the uncertain and changing nature of assessments. Below are some estimates mentioned in various press reports through August 2022.




  Russian Casualties




  Russia: Officially, the Russian government stated in late March 2022 that 1,351 soldiers had died and another 3,850 had been wounded. On March 20, 2022, the pro-Kremlin newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda appeared to publish Russian Ministry of Defense figures that listed 9,861 deaths. This figure remains unconfirmed, and the newspaper deleted the report and stated that it had been hacked. Russia has not provided a casualty update since.




  United States: U.S estimates of Russian military losses range from 70,000 to 80,000 total (including killed and wounded). In July, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director William Burns estimated the Russians suffered 15.000 killed. In early August, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Colin Kahl stated, “I think it's safe to suggest that the Russians are probably taking 70 or 80,000 casualties in less than six months.”




  United Kingdom: UK estimates of Russian casualties are slightly higher than those of U.S. officials. UK Defense Secretary Ben Wallace in August stated Russia has suffered 80,000 casualties, while citing in June estimates that Russia suffered 25,000 killed.




  Ukrainian Casualties




  Until recently, Ukraine has been reluctant to share casualty figures. In June 2022, Ukrainian officials stated that Ukraine was losing 100-200 soldiers per day during the height of fighting around Severodonetsk. On August 22, 2022, Commander in Chief of the Ukrainian Armed Forces Valerii Zaluzhny stated Ukraine had suffered almost 9.000 killed.




  Civilian Casualties




  In August 2022, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights estimated 5,587 civilians had been killed and 7,890 wounded since the war began. The commissioner also noted that this was likely an undercount. For example, in Mariupol, a city that suffered especially severe civilian casualties, Ukrainian sources have stated that local morgues have documented at least 87,000 deaths.




  
 Sources: BBC, “Kyiv Losing Up to 200 Troops a Day-Zelensky Aide,” June 9, 2022; Economist, “How Heavy Are Russian Casualties in Ukraine?” July 24, 2022; Niamh Cavanagh, “Russia Has Suffered an Estimated 75,000 Casualties in Ukraine Invasion, U.S. Officials Say,” Yahoo News, July 28, 2022; Jack Detsch, “Russia Is Readying the Zinc Coffins Again,” Foreign Policy, August 8, 2022; Helene Cooper, “Heavy Losses Leave Russia Short of Its Goal U.S. Officials Say,” New York Times, August 1 1, 2022; Ukrainian Ministry of Defense, “Almost 9,000 Ukrainian Defenders Died in the War with the Russian Federation-Zaluzhny,” August 22, 2022; U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Ukraine: Civilian Casualty Update 22 August 2022,” press release, August 22, 2022; Kyiv Independent, “British Defense Minister: Combined Russian Casualties at 80,000 Troops in War Against Ukraine,” August 24, 2022; Euromaidan Press, “87,000 Killed Civilians Documented in Occupied Mariupol— Volunteer,” August 30, 2022.




  The UAF suffered heavy casualties during the fighting for Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, including among experienced veterans who volunteered for the Territorial Defense Forces (TDF) and reserve units. 122 The UAF broke up the core of its maneuver formations into smaller units to spearhead localized counterattacks and to shore up TDF and Reserve units manning defensive positions. According to a RUSI study, “In the defense, this has led to reasonable combat performance by these troops. For the attack, however, the Ukrainian armed forces have found it necessary to bring their best units back together and have them spearhead attacks.” 123 Many UAF counteroffensives, such as outside of Kharkiv, slowed as Russian units regrouped and UAF forces concentrated on defending the Ukrainian-controlled areas of the Donbas, leaving TDF units to defend the frontline but unable to launch further offensive action. 124 The UAF also struggled with secure communications and instances of command and control issues between the TDF and regular military, as well as a dire need for artillery and heavy weapon support. 125




  Beginning in mid-May 2022, the UAF began receiving significant shipments of U.S. and Western artillery systems, specifically the U.S. M777 155mm howitzer and ammunition. 126 Security assistance has been critical to sustaining UAF operations and countering the Russian advantage in artillery and rocket artillery, since the UAF reports it is running low on ammunition and parts for its Soviet/Russian artillery systems. 127 Nevertheless, training time and the high need for systems have resulted in most UAF units still relying on older Soviet/Russian systems while waiting for new Western weaponry. 128 By July, Ukraine began receiving U.S.-supplied M270 Multiple Launch Rocket Systems (MLRS) and M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), providing the UAF with significantly improved targeting ability, including increased range and precision accuracy. 129 Early assessments by U.S. officials and other observers indicate the UAF is using these systems effectively, including to target key Russian command and control, logistics, and transport infrastructure. 130 One significant challenge, however, is maintaining and repairing the vast number of Western systems the UAF has received, all with different standards and requirements for operating.




  Over the rest of July, Russian forces attempted to regroup and take an “operational pause” after suffering heavy casualties capturing Severodonetsk and Lysychansk. 131 Most observers believed Russia had exhausted most of its forces and required time to refit, resupply, and reorganize. Russian forces did not achieve any significant territorial progress over the next weeks, other than small gains between Siversk and Bakhmut, and appeared to focus on solidifying their control over existing territory. 132 Russia increasingly relied on Wagner PMC and DNR/LNR forces to probe UAF lines and then direct artillery and rocket artillery upon making contact. 133 Open-source reporting continued to document instances of low Russian morale and increasing reports of Russian soldiers refusing to fight, resigning from their contracts before deployment, or refusing orders from their superiors. 134




Russian Command and Control Challenges




  Since the start of Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, reports indicate Russia has attempted to address its command and control issues, including the lack of an overall operational commander. It is difficult for most observers to definitively identify and state the nature of Russian command and control due to the changing circumstances and lack of transparency. Recent events and reports, however, have provided greater visibility into the general structure and picture of Russian command.




  In April 2022, reports emerged that General Alexander Dvornikov, head of the Southern Military District, was given operational command of Russia's war to help streamline command and control. However, the extent of his direct control and whether he supervised all Russian forces remained unclear. By June, reports emerged that General Dvornikov had been removed from command and replaced by General Gennady Zhidko, the then-head of the Main Military Political Directorate.




  As of August, four of five Military District commanders, the head of the Airborne forces (VDV), the commander of the Black Sea Fleet, and multiple junior commanders had been replaced. Russian forces appear to be organized into two “groupings”: the Western and Southern Groupings of Forces. General Sergei Surovikin, commander of the Aerospace Forces, reportedly has taken over command of Russia's Southern Grouping of Forces from General Zhidko. Colonel General Aleksander Lapin, head of the Central Military District, now commands the Western Grouping of Forces. Overall operation of the war continues to be controlled through the National Defense Management Center in Moscow, which appears to have greater oversight and management of the “groupings” of Russian forces than in the early stages of the invasion.




  
 Sources: Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt, “Russia's War Lacks a Battlefield Commander, U.S. Officials Say,” New York Times, March 31, 2022; Miriam Berger and Bryan Pietsch, “What to Know About Russia's Top Commander in Ukraine,” Washington Post, April 10, 2022; Kyiv Independent, “Conflict Intelligence Team: General Dvornikov Dismissed from Leading Russian Troops in Ukraine,” June 3, 2022; Karolina Hird, Mason Clark, and George Barros, “Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, June 25,” Institute for the Study of War, June 25, 2022; Karolina Hird et al. “Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, July 28, 2022,” Institute for the Study of War, July 28, 2022; Russia Experiments with Command and Control in Ukraine,” Janes IHS, August 2, 2022; UK Defense Intelligence, “Intelligence Update, August 7, 2022,” press release, August 7, 2022.




  By early August 2022, as Russian advances stalled, a gradual stalemate and war of attrition began to set in. Russia continued some offensive operations (relying on Russian PMC and LNR/DNR forces) toward Bakhmut and Avdiivka, as well as the town of Pisky, just outside Avdiivka in the Donetsk region. 135 The UAF appeared to prepare a shift from defensive to offensive operations. Ukraine began carrying out a series of partisan attacks (including assassinations) against officials in Russia-occupied regions, Russian government infrastructure, and key air bases and supply positions in Crimea. 136 These attacks, conducted by Ukrainian Special Forces and local supporters, drones, and missile strikes, have destabilized the Russian military’s control over the region and forced Russia to devote more forces to counterinsurgency and internal security missions. 137




  International observers remain concerned by the Russian military’s occupation and management of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP), the largest nuclear plant in Europe. 138 Some analysts argue that attacks on nuclear power plants could be considered a “war crime” under international law. 139 The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) negotiated with Russia and Ukraine to send an expert mission to ZNPP to “assess the physical damage to the ZNPP’s facilities, determine whether the main and back-up safety and security systems were functional and evaluate the staff's working conditions,” according to the IAEA. An IAEA inspection team visited the plant on September 1; six IAEA inspectors remained on-site for a few days. Two of those inspectors reportedly will stay to continue monitoring the plant’s operation as a permanent presence. 140




  The UAF began preparations for a counteroffensive by conducting strikes across Kherson and Crimea to degrade Russian capabilities and hinder the resupply of its forces in Kherson, including attacks against key logistics targets and the bridges connecting occupied Kherson with the rest of occupied southern Ukraine. 141 According to U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mark A. Milley, Ukraine conducted over 400 HIMARS strikes by September 8. 142 These strikes likely seriously strained Russian logistics and artillery ammunition supply by targeting previously unreachable depots. 143




  The UAF also deployed high-speed anti-radiation missiles (HARM), used to target radar or electronic warfare systems, on its MiG-29 fighters. Russian forces appeared to redeploy from Donetsk and Luhansk to southern Ukraine in preparation for a UAF offensive. 144 Observers had noted reports of Ukrainian preparation for an offensive for months but speculated whether the UAF had enough trained personnel and sufficient equipment (such as tanks and armored vehicles to rapidly transport infantry) to sustain offensive operations, as well as possible risks of exposing other fronts to counterattack from Russian forces by drawing away resources. 145 Ukraine likely considered the benefits—including deterring a possible Russian referendum and annexation of occupied territories, considering winter and potential complications due to European reliance on Russian natural gas, and demonstrating to Western allies that continued assistance could shift the balance of momentum and allow Ukraine to retake territory and defeat Russia—to outweigh the risks. 146




Kherson Region Offensive
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  On August 29, 2022, Ukraine launched a long-awaited offensive into the Kherson region in the south, reportedly making some initial advances. 147 The extent of UAF success may depend on the capability of Russian forces, which have increased in number in recent weeks; sufficient equipment for UAF units; and sufficient reserves to replace casualties and exploit breakthroughs. 148 Some observers and U.S. officials believe the latest offensive may still be part of a “shaping” strategy to improve the UAF position for future counteroffensives. 149 Some reports indicate Ukrainian forces, advised by U.S. officials, determined a smaller offensive would give the UAF flexibility to deploy resources to other fronts and conduct multiple counteroffensives against exposed Russian lines. 150




  By early September 2022, UAF offensives had made small but sustained progress across three fronts in Kherson, pushing back some Russian forces. 151 UAF forces ran into significant and determined opposition, including the heavy use of artillery and air support. 152 At the same time, the UAF began an offensive on another front, in the northeastern region of Kharkiv. Some observers thus speculated the Kherson offensive was intended as a distraction. 153 While possible, the level and scale of UAF resources suggested the Kherson offensive was not simply a feint.




Kharkiv Offensive
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  In the Kharkiv region, the UAF appeared to exploit a weak point in Russian defenses and captured several towns (such as Balakliya) in early September 2022, potentially opening the possibility of targeting a key resupply city of Kupyansk. Some initial reports indicated that Russian defense was manned by Rosgvardiya troops not trained or equipped for frontline combat as well as by lower-quality LNR troops. 154 The UAF appeared to consolidate an estimated core of five brigades to launch a counteroffensive. 155 The UAF benefited from Russia pulling its most combat-effective troops south toward Kherson and from apparent Russian intelligence and command failures, as Russia failed to detect the UAF buildup and organize a coordinated response. 156 Spearheaded by tanks, the UAF quickly exploited its breakthrough with high mobile units that advanced behind Russian forces, conducting ambushes and cutting off Russian reinforcements. By September 8, the UAF had broken through Russian lines and liberated almost 400 square miles, with Russia appearing unable to coordinate effective resistance or reestablish defensive lines despite rushing in reinforcements. 157 The UAF also launched offensives south of Izyum and Lyman to put pressure on Russian forces, threatening to cut off Russian forces in the area.




  By September 10, Russian forces had announced a withdrawal from Izyum, a symbolic statement after a near-total rout of Russian forces in the area. 158 The collapse of Russian forces meant the UAF advanced so quickly that UAF command had trouble keeping track of its units. 159 Many observers believe the UAF will focus on defending its recaptured territory to prevent becoming overextended. Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov stated the offensive had gone “better than expected” and that Ukraine’s focus was on consolidating and defending the recaptured territory. 160 By September 11, Russia announced it had withdrawn all forces west of the Oskil River, with Ukraine retaking more than 1,000 square miles of territory and almost all previously occupied territory in Kharkiv region. 161




Russian Personnel and Manpower Challenges




  Since the beginning of Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, analysts have noted that one of the Russian military's greatest weaknesses is its lack of personnel. The Russian military includes two types of enlisted personnel: conscripts drafted twice a year and contract (professional) soldiers who volunteer for a fixed term of service. Since 2008, Russia has focused with limited success on recruiting contract soldiers, resulting in a mix of conscripts and contract soldiers. Russian law prohibits conscripts from combat unless a national emergency and mobilization is declared. As a result, contract soldiers are prioritized for combat units (and elite units such as VDV, Spetsnaz, and reconnaissance) and to fulfil technical positions requiring higher levels of training and knowledge. Additionally, conscripts receive most training in their home units by contract personnel and officers, making contract personnel crucial to the overall readiness of the Russian military.




  The Russian military is a tiered readiness force, with personnel levels ranging from 70% to 90% of their authorized strength. Additionally, since 2012-2014, Russia has expanded its ground forces structure by creating new units without increasing the available personnel. Michael Kofman and Rob Lee note, “Russia regressed to a partial-mobilization force, hoping to have the best of both worlds: more forces and equipment, reduced staffing and cost, plus the ability to generate substantial combat power on short notice.” However, as new units were created, the actual staffing level was reduced further due to insufficient personnel. Each Russian brigade or regiment is intended to field and deploy two Battalion Tactical Groups (BTGs) of 700-900 contract soldiers (a third would consist of conscripts), but it became clear that the BTGs varied in staffing levels. Some BTGs deployed with 400-600 contract personnel. The result was that the Russian military had a relatively limited core of deployable maneuver combat formations of contract personnel relative to the total size of the military.




  Heavy Russian casualties have exacerbated the personnel situation. In the initial invasion, Russia mobilized an estimated 80% of its deployable units. Since Russia states its war is a “Special Military Operation,” which prohibits the use of conscripts, it has limited contract personnel and staffed units available to reinforce, rotate, and replace Russian casualties. Force quality has continued to deteriorate as units (especially elite forces) poach the best available officers and men from the lower-tiered units, which in turn do the same to the units below them (including pulling officer cadets from training schools and into command positions). This cycle undermines the quality of the unit, as those pulled up are not of the same quality and do not have sufficient training. As a result, Russia has turned to a variety of “shadow mobilization” strategies to recruit and mobilize forces to sustain offensive operations. These strategies include the following:




  

    	Pressuring conscripts to sign as contract soldiers




    	Offering high salary levels and signing bonuses for new contract soldiers (estimates range from 3-5 times the average Russian salary) and on a short-term basis (six months)




    	Recruiting at least one volunteer battalion per Russian federal district, with most of these battalions reportedly forming the core of the newly established 3rd Army Corps in Mulino, Russia




    	Forcing conscription of local residents in DNR/LNR (Since these territories are not Russian territory and the inhabitants not Russian citizens, they do not have the protections afforded to Russian conscripts and likely are viewed as more expendable by the Russian leadership.)




    	Increasing reliance on Private Military Companies (PMCs), including the Wagner Group, to conduct offensive operations, especially in the Donetsk and Luhansk region. (PMCs reportedly have been recruiting from Russian prisons in return for a reduced sentence.)


  




  Most observers believe these strategies are short-term solutions to avoid a politically costly decision to declare national mobilization. However, it is unclear how long these solutions will suffice and to what extent they can compensate for casualties among Russia's professional contract soldiers. Many of these recruitment strategies compete over the same recruits, and analysts note these recruitment drives are likely coming up short of proposed goals. The strategies are further complicated by retention issues, as many volunteers reach the end of their short-term contracts. On August 29, 2022, a Pentagon official stated, “This effort is unlikely to succeed, as Russia has historically not met personnel and strength targets.... In fact, if you look at the Russian armed forces, prior to the invasion, they may have already been 150,000 personnel short of their million personnel goal.”




  Observers also note these recruitment drives have lifted previous age and health restrictions, likely resulting in lower-quality candidates and recruits (in addition to large regional and ethnic disparities among new volunteers). Additionally, the extent and level of training for many of these new units is unclear. Since contract soldiers and junior officers conduct most training at the unit level, including for new conscripts, casualties to these troops likely will negatively affect the Russian military’s ability to train and prepare incoming conscript cycles and will undermine readiness in the future. However, in the event of a national mobilization, conscripts with the most recent service and personnel who served in motor rifle or elite units (VDV, Naval Infantry, Spetsnaz) likely would be among the first targeted and thereby have decreased the training requirements before deployment.




  On August 25, 2022, Russian President Putin signed a decree increasing the size of the active military to 1.15 million, an increase of 137,000. Although the decree by itself does not resolve Russia’s personnel issues and does not meaningfully allow for greater recruitment, it likely reflects the Russian government planning for a protracted conflict and could provide a legal instrument to coordinate the integration and consolidation of volunteer and DNR/LNR units into the Russian military.
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War Crimes
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  Numerous countries, the International Criminal Court, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), think tanks, and human rights organizations have identified instances of potential Russian war crimes and human rights violations in Ukraine. 162 On April 12, 2022, an OSCE report on possible human rights violations and war crimes in Ukraine found that, “while in the circumstances a detailed assessment of most allegations of IHL (International Humanitarian Law) violations and war crimes concerning particular incidents has not been possible, the Mission found clear patterns of such violations by the Russian forces on most of the issues investigated.” 163




  Russian forces have been accused of indiscriminate and mass killings, particularly after the discovery of mass graves and murdered civilians following the Russian military’s withdrawal from the Kyiv suburb of Bucha; rapes; and the forced “filtration” (interrogation and separation) of civilians and noncombatants from occupied territories. 164 On July 13, 2022, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken called on Russia to “halt its systematic filtration operations and forced deportations in Russian-controlled and held areas of Ukraine.” 165 Observers also have accused Russia of shelling humanitarian corridors established to allow civilians to flee urban and conflict areas and targeting civilian areas. 166 Russian authorities continue to deny accusations; Russian President Putin honored one unit alleged to have conducted war crimes in Bucha for its actions in Ukraine. 167
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  With the war past its six-month mark, most observers believe there is little likelihood for political settlement or cessation of hostilities. 168 Few observers expect Russia to agree to a political settlement or cease-fire unless it believes it has realized enough territorial gains to achieve its revised objectives and present a victorious narrative to domestic audiences. 169 Observers continue to speculate whether Russia has the military capabilities to achieve a decisive outcome or if the UAF can sustain operations through the winter. 170 For both sides, observers believe one of the most critical issues will be raising, supporting, and deploying limited resources of personnel and equipment most effectively. 171




  Russia likely believes it retains advantages heading into the winter that will allow it to regain the initiative. On September 8, CIA Director William Burns stated, “Putin’s bet right now is that he is going to be tougher than the Ukrainians, the Europeans, the Americans.” 172 Russia also is betting that its economy will weather international sanctions, and that international support for Ukraine will dwindle as rising energy costs take hold in Europe. 173 It is unclear whether Russia’s recent battlefield failures have influenced these views. 174




  Russia has suffered significant equipment losses, including tanks, armored fighting vehicles, and artillery systems. 175 These losses have forced Russia to pull older systems out of storage and deploy them to the battlefield. 176 Additionally, some reports indicate Russia is mobilizing its defense industry to retool to produce and repair a variety of modern and older systems, including new legislation giving the government “special economic measures” to control and compel the work of the defense industry. 177 However, even with these measures and considering the losses suffered, it will take several months before production can be mobilized to full production capacity. Even at full production, it is unclear how long and to what extent Russia can replace equipment losses.




  Observers are more skeptical regarding Russia’s ability to procure key components for advanced weaponry (including microchips) and if countries (such as China or India) are willing to bear the risks to assist Russia in avoiding export controls. 178 Captured and destroyed Russian weaponry have demonstrated the extent to which Russia has circumvented export controls and sanctions, as well as the extent to which it has adapted civilian technology for military use. 179 It is unclear if Russia has sufficient stockpiles of critical components to continue producing advanced weaponry or if its ability to replenish stockpiles is limited. 180




  Some have speculated about the potential for Russia to use nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons if Russian policymakers perceive inadequate military advances or to demonstrate capability. Most analysts, however, believe the likelihood of Russia’s use of nuclear weapons remains low. CIA Director Burns said the United States has not “seen a lot of practical evidence of the kind of deployments or military dispositions that would reinforce that concern.” 181




  For Ukraine, there is optimism, as some observers believe momentum has swung in its favor as the UAF retakes territory across the country, and the Russian military continues to retreat. 182 Ukraine’s Commander in Chief Valery Zaluhzny stated on September 7, “for the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the situation will be a complex mix of the actual location of the line of contact, the available resources, the pool of combat-ready forces, and, obviously, the strategic initiative that will remain in the enemy’s hands.” 183 Despite being underequipped, UAF forces continue to demonstrate high levels of operational and tactical flexibility to sustain operations. 184




  As the conflict shifts away from the Donbas to southern Ukraine, the UAF likely needs continued support to replace lost equipment and support transitioning toward NATO-style weaponry. 185 Ukraine’s recent Kharkiv offensive saw the UAF capture large quantities of Russian weaponry and ammunition that can be used to replenish UAF stocks. 186 The conflict has consumed significant amounts of ammunition, and the UAF likely needs replenishment of ammunition, assistance and advice in equipment maintenance and repair, and continued training of personnel. Additionally, Ukraine continues to benefit from high levels of volunteers, and foreign support for training will likely give Ukraine a personnel advantage as Russia continues to exhibit recruitment problems. 187




  Congress is poised to continue to track developments in the war in Ukraine closely, especially as it considers U.S. and international efforts to support Ukraine militarily and respond to events on the ground.




Speeches of President Zelenskyy




  

    Table of Contents

  




Greater unity is needed to defeat tyranny; the democratic world is capable of achieving it - Volodymyr Zelenskyy's address,
 29 March 2023  649





  

    Table of Contents

  




  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  A brief report of the day.




  I took part in the global Summit for Democracy at the invitation of President Biden, this is one of the most representative platforms for the protection of our system - the system of free peoples.




  This is the second such Summit. In general, we do not have so many representative opportunities in the world to talk specifically about democracy, about the protection of freedom in all its aspects. And it is good that now we have such an opportunity to join forces in order to find more energy, more prospects for democracy.




  The position of Ukraine, as always, is very specific, as practical as possible. And in almost all the leaders' speeches at the Summit, there were apt words of support for our country and our people. I am thankful for this to every leader, every nation who feels as we do that the values of freedom deserve the strongest protection.




  Now, thanks to Ukrainian courage, thanks to the leadership of the United States, President Biden, thanks to the Congress of the United States and everyone who works for the consolidation of the world, we have the greatest unity of democratic countries in a long time. And this unity, as we can see, is enough to fight for freedom.




  But to win against tyranny, greater unity is needed. I am sure that the democratic world is capable of achieving it. It is capable of winning.




  Democracy needs victory! As soon as possible. And all of us together: Ukrainians, all Europeans, our American allies, our friends on all continents - in Africa, in Asia, in Latin America, in Australia - will do everything to bring victory closer. The victory of Ukraine. The victory of freedom. The victory of the rules-based international order.




  I spoke today with Giorgia Meloni, head of the Italian government. I thanked her for her principles, for her determination, for the real European strength that is felt in her words and actions in defense of freedom.




  We discussed both bilateral relations and the general situation in our defense against Russian aggression. I informed her about the situation on the battlefield, about our needs. Already in the coming months, we can be more active on the frontline. And we will do everything to ensure that the support of our steps by the world is as effective as possible.




  Bakhmut. Today, we have something to thank our warriors for, warriors who are fighting in the Bakhmut direction. Fighting firmly and efficiently.




  I thank each and every one who is doing everything to increase the losses of the enemy there! And special thanks to the warriors of our Kost Hordiienko 57th separate motorized infantry brigade, 77th separate airmobile brigade and the glorious Kholodny Yar 93rd separate mechanized brigade. Well done, guys!




  We are already preparing for the events planned for the second half of this week. I held relevant meetings today. Ukraine has not wasted a single week during the full-scale war - we are constantly strengthening our state, our Defense and Security Forces, our confidence in advancing towards victory.




  Today, a step has also been taken to strengthen the spiritual independence of our state, to protect our society from the old and cynical Moscow manipulation of religion.




  Ukraine is the territory of the greatest religious freedom in our part of Europe. It has been so since 1991. It will always be so.




  I thank everyone who cares about Ukraine and our citizens!




  Thank you to everyone who supports the Ukrainian struggle for independence!




  Glory to our warriors!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Thank you very much! Mr. President Biden, thank you for this summit – for another step in consolidating the world in defense of freedom. 




  Dear colleagues!




  Now is a decisive time, and it is our joint responsibility – what exactly will determine this time. Will we pass on to our children and grandchildren the values of freedom that we have ourselves, or – will they have to fight for democracy from scratch?




  Modern generations of many democratic countries do not know from their life experience that freedom cannot be taken for granted. Most people can only learn about this from history textbooks – from the stories of wars of independence that took place generations ago and battles of freedom won by others.




  But the experience of the enemies of freedom is always fresh. They don't refer to textbooks. They know how to break democracy and destroy life. It is enough for them to have the slightest feeling that they can go unpunished, and then evil acts.




  This is where the threat to our values comes from, this is why democracy is in danger.




  Ukraine knows what it is to fight for democracy right now. And let our experience of preserving freedom during total war help protect the free world: each of your peoples!




  When you see Ukrainian cities burned by Russian aggression and when you see brave Ukrainian soldiers that stop the movement of the aggression through our land, notice – what you are actually seeing.




  This is deciding the fate of not only Ukraine, this is deciding the fate of everyone who is used to living freely.




  Russian propagandists and accomplices lie that, allegedly, the West is fighting against Russia on the territory of Ukraine. It's worth understanding – what is really going on.




  It is Ukraine that tyrannical Russia is able to reach with its bloody hands – with missiles and artillery, bombs and tanks. But the Kremlin's ambitions do not end just where its hands reach.




  Russia has been at war with all of you for a long time – with the democracies of the world.




  It fights via disinformation, election interference, espionage, corruption exporting, cybercrime, by trying to trigger an energy crisis and price explosions in markets that will hit your people with insane electricity or gas bills. Look – the Kremlin is trying to turn even food provision into a weapon – blocks the sea to create a shortage in the global food market.




  Why is this happening? This is war, ladies and gentlemen. This is war precisely against freedom and democracy.




  Every foe of freedom acts in the same way. I emphasize: they act.




  The enemies of freedom have not lost a single year in recent decades! They channeled all their time and unlimited money, which they gained in trade with the free world, – to weaken and to corrupt and to undermine democracy.




  But have all the efforts of the free world been aimed at limiting the aggressive potential of tyrants and autocrats and at bringing them to legal responsibility for their crimes? Unfortunately – no.




  We have to fix it.




  Democracy must be able to act – and act in advance. Democracy must learn to be uncompromising in the face of evil. The spirit of democracy is to find a compromise, but this only works for internal freedom in a given country. We should get rid of the illusion that compromising with evil can give something to freedom. The enemies of democracy must lose, and only this can be the basis of true security for democracy.




  Embrace this Ukrainian determination!




  Ukrainian democracy maintains absolute internal unity even in the face of a total war against our people. To win – is our national goal. What does it mean to win? Our answer is clear: to preserve freedom, to preserve dignity, to preserve our land.




  But what is the strategy of the free world in relation to totalitarian Russia, which is looking for how to create more totalitarian allies in the world? Is there such a clear strategy? I will tell you what it should be. Clear answer: evil must lose the war. If it loses now, it will know that it will always lose everywhere.




  First. We should not think how to save Putin's face in order to allegedly reduce the cost of fighting him. We should think how to preserve respect for democracy in those countries where freedom has yet to win.




  Second. When a fire breaks out, firefighters cannot wait months for fire trucks to be provided, or accept that fire hydrants should be mandatory only for short distances. It works the same way in war. The more restrictions on the defenders, the more casualties and destruction, because the flames of aggression know no bounds. That is why the defense of democracy must have all the weapons that will reliably guarantee the defeat of the aggressor.




  Third. Russians must contribute to protecting the world from the Kremlin, whose impunity they have tolerated. It is necessary to look for, freeze and direct for recovery not only individual assets of the aggressor state and individual related parties, but all assets of Russia and Russian wealthy who have traded silence for increasing their wealth. They must have a motive to act in defense of freedom, and to bring an end to this aggression and the Kremlin's terrorist rule.




  Dear colleagues!




  War makes things crystal clear. These days I visited our regions near the frontline. There you can see what aspects of leadership are needed now.




  When our fighters repel the assaults near Bakhmut, they cannot wait for weeks before firing an artillery shot in response to the enemy's actions. The fire must be immediate and neutralize the threat. All our decisions should be just as quick.




  But for some reason, sanctions against Russia are much slower than Russia's aggression. Global pressure on the Russian elite is weaker than its motive to accept the Kremlin. Support for Ukrainian soldiers in the trenches is less far-reaching than the weapons of the terrorists acting against us. And your own willingness to defend your democracies is less resolute than the intentions of those who want a world war against democracy.




  Democracy needs a victory. Now! This year! Not some other time. Not over time. Now!




  And we are able to ensure this. Ukraine and everyone who helps. And I am sure we will!




  But act, act please, colleagues!




  Thank you very much for your attention! 




  Thank you for your support, Mr. President! And to all colleagues! 




  Glory to all who fight for freedom!




  Слава Україні!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  I have returned from our Sumy region. Today I was in Okhtyrka, Trostyanets, Sumy, in the positions of our border guards.




  The impressions are special. The region is next to the enemy. The threat is constant. The shelling of our border is constant. But life, our people are obviously stronger than any fears.




  Recovery continues, business is gradually returning, and people are rebuilding their lives.




  I had the honor to present a special title of the hero city to Okhtyrka. A city that helped save eastern and central Ukraine with its resistance.




  I congratulated Trostyanets on the anniversary of liberation from the occupier.




  I held a meeting with representatives of local authorities in the Sumy and Chernihiv regions. There are issues that need to be resolved. They will be resolved.




  I held a meeting with the commanders directly responsible for the defense of the Sumy and Chernihiv regions. I also had a special conversation with the Head of the Border Guard Service. We talked about the defense of Sumy and our other regions, about strengthening the border guards who, together with all the defense forces, are fighting on the frontline.




  By the way, today I would like to celebrate our warriors of the Luhansk, Kramatorsk and Donetsk border guard detachments who are effectively destroying the enemy in the Bakhmut, Lyman and Avdiivka directions. Thank you guys! I would like to express special gratitude to the mortar crews and aerial reconnaissance of our border guard units in the Donetsk sector. Well done, warriors!




  Of course, I thank the Sumy border guard detachment. I paid a visit to them today, had the honor to talk to them and support them. Strong positions along the entire border with the terrorist state are a consequence of the strength of our people who are ready to defend the border at any time.




  Today we have a decision of the French Parliament, which recognized the Holodomor as genocide of the Ukrainian people. I am grateful for this principled and fair step, for spreading the historical truth to another European country.




  And one more thing.




  Today I want to thank each and every one who, at the call of heart, in different countries, on different platforms, in different words, but equally honestly and strongly reminds the world that Russian aggression can end much faster than is sometimes said. Faster, if the world is faster, if the world is more determined.




  The destroyed Ukrainian cities and villages along the border of the terrorist state, Russia's constant blackmail and threats to destroy lives in other countries as well, the constant refusal to return to real peace and the mockery of basic international norms are all sufficient reasons to put pressure and fight, to not seek compromise and to care about the values of the world in a real way… In a real way! Achieving the result for freedom every day. Achieving the result for peace every day. Forcing Russia to suffer losses every day.




  I thank everyone who helps Ukraine! 




  Glory to all who are now in the battle against terror! 




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  I have just held a meeting of the Staff - for the first time away, in Dnipro. Right here - in the strategic city of the center of our country, after visiting Marhanets and Nikopol, Zaporizhzhia, the frontline positions of our warriors in the Zaporizhzhia region.




  The commanders of the operational areas reported the actual situation. General Syrskyi, General Tarnavskyi - they were there in person. Those who lead the defense in the Donetsk region, in the hottest areas. There were also online reports by commanders of the operational and strategic groups of troops covering the south and the north. There was a report by the Commander-in-Chief and others.




  By the way, I want to thank the warriors of our intelligence for the powerful work today in Bakhmut, the "Kraken" unit, as always - top level. Well done, guys!




  At the Staff’s meeting, we discussed the overall situation in the frontline areas, the reinforcement and protection of our borders along the entire length of the front - from the Kherson region to the Kharkiv region.




  Every commander understands that the enemy must be held accountable for every attack on our cities and villages, on our people. For Slovyansk, for Kostiantynivka and Druzhkivka, for Avdiivka and Toretsk, for all the pain of Ukrainians - and not only during the full-scale war, but also since 2014.




  Dnipro has been our fortress for more than 9 years, all this time supporting the front and warriors. It is here, in Dnipro, that since 2014, thousands of our soldiers have been saved after being wounded. Dnipro concentrated the work of volunteers - from the first weeks of aggression in 2014.




  I thank you, Dnipro, I thank everyone here in the city who helps Ukraine stand, stand strong and beat the occupier.




  Today in Zaporizhzhia, I visited the site where Russian rockets hit residential buildings. Ordinary houses... Burnt, partially destroyed, unfortunately.




  Dozens of people were injured by this insane Russian strike. The terrorists knew exactly where they were aiming their missiles. High-explosive "Smerch". At the houses. 37 people were injured, 2 died. My condolences to those who have lost loved ones...




  More than 400 people applied for help.




  Of course, Russia will be held accountable for this strike as well. It is for this that we cooperate to the maximum with international justice, mobilize the world to create a Special Tribunal for Russia's aggression. All this will happen. Terrorists will be sentenced.




  Of course, we help those who lost their homes as a result of this and similar strikes. Local authorities and partners have the resources to provide people with first aid. And I thank everyone who implements the relevant programs quickly and without excessive bureaucracy.




  It was painful to look at what Russia did to our Marhanets, to our Nikopol. But our warriors, each and every one of them, who are now in the frontline positions, whom we visited today in Zaporizhzhia, know exactly what they need to drive the enemy out of our land. And it will happen.




  Today I paid a visit to our soldiers in the hospital, where they are recovering from injuries. Thank you to every doctor, every nurse, and all the volunteers who help save the soldiers.




  I met with IAEA head Rafael Grossi. The topic is clear: the security of our energy industry, our nuclear plants. First of all, the Zaporizhzhia NPP, which Russia still uses for radiation blackmail of the world. No other terrorist has reached such depths in his cynicism, in which Russia constantly seeks and finds a new bottom.




  Holding a nuclear power plant hostage for more than a year is the worst thing that could happen in the history of the European and in general global nuclear energy sector. The longer the Russian occupation of the ZNPP continues, the greater will be the threat to the security of Ukraine, the whole of Europe and the world. I am grateful to our partners, grateful to Grossi for understanding this and for supporting Ukraine in the relevant issues.




  And one more thing.




  We are already preparing for an important international event that will take place this week at the initiative of President Biden and the United States. Summit for Democracy. Ukraine will participate. Our position in support of freedom will sound strong, as always.




  I am thankful to everyone who helps our country protect freedom!




  Glory to all who fight for Ukraine!




  I am thankful to all our people in Zaporizhzhia, in Marhanets, in Nikopol, in Dnipro, in all the cities that Russia wants to destroy so badly and that stand so firmly!




  Together we will win.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today our National Guard celebrates its day, and it will be right if we all thank the National Guardsmen together. For the way the National Guard, together with all our warriors, is powerfully fighting for Ukraine. For strength and courage in the battle for Donbas. For the defense of Bakhmut and Avdiivka. For the heroic defense of Mariupol and Azovstal. For the battles in the Luhansk region. For the battles in the Kyiv region, for the battle for Kyiv. Together with all the defense and security forces of Ukraine, the guardsmen ousted the occupier from the northern regions of our country, from the Kharkiv region. They are holding the line in the south, in the Zaporizhzhia direction.




  Separately, I want to thank the Offensive Guard, which has already become an example of the exemplary formation of new brigades for the Ukrainian defense.




  During the full-scale war, almost 5,000 National Guardsmen have already been awarded state awards - precisely for their participation in battles, for bravery, for resilience, and for the military results achieved by the National Guard. 32 warriors of the National Guard were awarded the title of Hero of Ukraine.




  I thank all Guardsmen: soldiers, sergeants, officers, command! Thank you to everyone who helps the units of the National Guard, who trains soldiers, provides them with everything they need, helps with treatment after injuries, with rehabilitation.




  The strength of Ukraine is the strength of all those who fight for Ukraine and who help the warriors. And it is simply impossible to imagine our state’s might without the National Guard.




  Today there was a meeting with the military - a special military meeting, a special circle of participants. I also held meetings with the security sector, with intelligence.




  Defense, reinforcement of our protection - both from external threats and from internal threats. We’re preparing respective steps.




  Constantly, invariably, maximum attention is paid to the situation on the frontline. To the brutal battles that take the lives of our people every day and require constant mobilization of our state and society every day.




  It is wrong, it is unfair, when our warriors who come from the front have the feeling that for many in the rear, the war is allegedly already over. For those who are not just far from the Donetsk region or Nikopol, from Saltivka, from the border areas of the Sumy region, from Zaporizhzhia... But who are mentally far from the trenches, from the daily pain of Ukrainians.




  Now, just as it was a year ago, one cannot be mentally far from the war, although thanks to our soldiers, real hostilities are taking place geographically far from many. Now, just as it was a year ago, it is important that as many Ukrainians as possible help the defense of the state, help the accumulation of world support for our victory.




  Fellow Ukrainians! Support our warriors whenever possible. Don't forget about volunteers’ fundraising campaigns and join when you can.




  It is very important for everyone who has informational influence to participate in informational work. This applies not only to journalists. This applies to everyone who can spread the truth about aggression. Who is capable of reminding the world about Ukrainian men and women who went through the occupation, through losses... About the fact that Ukraine is fighting for freedom and justice for our people and for all nations threatened by Russian tyranny. The world must hear as intensely as last year that the aggression against Ukraine continues. It must hear that ending the war already this year, liberating Ukraine from Russian evil this year is a joint task of the civilized world. Because civilized means, in particular, determined to defend civilization.




  I met with the UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Orlando Bloom and the UNICEF team - an organization engaged in humanitarian support and protection of children. Orlando Bloom has been working meaningfully in this direction for a long time. He has already been to Ukraine, in our Donbas, even before the full-scale war. And he knows what this aggression has brought, how full-scale the world's efforts must be to stop it, to restore Ukraine after the war.




  We discussed the issue of rebuilding our country, our school infrastructure. I appreciate this help. We agreed that our teams should work on several issues.




  In particular, this is the issue of the return of our children who were forcibly taken to Russia, this is the creation of bomb shelters for our children. And the third is the technical support of distance education in those areas and regions where it is impossible to study offline due to relevant threats.




  Today, as always, I will celebrate our warriors who gave a significant result to Ukraine over the past day, this day, and this week in general.




  The 57th separate motorized infantry brigade, the 5th separate assault brigade and the 93rd separate mechanized brigade - well done, guys! Thank you for your strength!




  The marines of the 35th and 36th separate brigades, the warriors of the 55th "Zaporiz'ka Sich" artillery brigade - all in the Donetsk region - thank you for being the best week after week!




  I also want to celebrate today our warriors of the "North" operational and strategic group of troops, who protect the Sumy region and the Chernihiv region. This is the defense against attempts of subversive groups infiltration across the border, this is a cover for Ukraine from airstrikes, and this is a defense against the artillery of terrorists.




  Thank you to all our anti-aircraft gunners of the “North”, to all those who protect our state border, to all those who, with their courage and accuracy, make the enemy learn that the Kremlin will not conquer Ukraine.




  Glory to all our warriors who are in combat!




  Gratitude to everyone who helps the defense!




  Eternal memory and honor to all our warriors who gave their lives for Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  Another week of defense is almost over, another week when Ukraine has become stronger. And when the enemy became even more isolated, even more hopeless.




  This week we have a decision on new defense support packages from the United States, Lithuania, Finland, and Germany.




  The Swedish Parliament has already approved the 11th defense support package for Ukraine.




  There is a security package and strong agreements with Japan – I thank Prime Minister Kishida once again for the productive visit.




  We received EUR 1.5 billion in macro-financial assistance from the European Union – the funds are already in the National Bank's accounts.




  The Croatian government has adopted a program for treating and rehabilitating our wounded warriors.




  Greece joined the group of partners working on establishing the Special Tribunal.




  We are also moving in defending historical justice for Ukrainians: Iceland recognized the Holodomor famine as genocide of the Ukrainian people.




  Step by step, we are doing everything possible and everywhere so that Russian revanchism loses in every element of its aggression against Ukraine and the freedom of nations in general.




  Russia must lose on the battlefield, in the economy, in international relations, and in its attempts to replace the historical truth with some imperial myths. The Kremlin is losing in its efforts to spiritually enslave our people.




  It is the full-scale defeat of Russia that will be a reliable guarantee against new aggressions and crises.




  Again I would like to congratulate the Security Service of Ukraine – all employees of the Security Service of Ukraine – on your professional day.




  Everyone, who is currently in combat, at posts, in operative, agent, and investigative work. Everyone in the SSU, who, together with all the forces of our state, brings Ukrainian victory closer and defends our people.




  The training of our officers of the National Guard, the Navy, and our army ended last week. From Kharkiv to Vinnytsia, Lviv region, from Kyiv to Odesa. The National Academy of the National Guard, the Kyiv Institute of the National Guard, the Odessa Maritime Academy, and the National Ground Forces Academy completed a special training course for junior lieutenants...




  I thank all the teaching staff of our defense educational institutions, all parents, and mentors of new Ukrainian officers!




  I believe this year's graduation will increase the glory of Ukraine and strengthen all of us – the entire state.




  Our government made several important decisions during the week. In particular, I would like to note the decision that steps up drone manufacturing.




  In general, this year at least UAH 20 billion will be provided to buy drones for our troops. And it is not the limit.




  There are also new decisions regarding reconstruction. The range of needs is very wide. Wherever I was this week on business trips, requests require significant resources. We will find these resources. Kherson region, Kharkiv region, Donetsk region, and every other region affected by hostilities will return to regular life.




  I would like to note separately the cooperation with the International Criminal Court. This week gave Ukraine an agreement to open the International Criminal Court country office.




  Both at our national justice system and international level, we are doing everything to make Russian war criminals answer for literally every attack on Ukraine, on our people.




  Of course, I thank each of our soldiers, everyone, who is currently in battle, everyone who defends our positions, defends our border, for the fact that Ukraine is going strong this week as well.




  From Bakhmut to Kherson region, from Avdiyivka to Kharkiv region... Thank you to everyone who fights the enemy, who rescues our soldiers after being wounded, who trains our soldiers, and who supplies everything necessary for Ukrainian defense!




  When every day gives our state a result, every such day makes the war shorter and our victory closer.




  Thank you to everyone who strengthens our Ukraine!




  Glory to all who fight for freedom for Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear our defenders!




  Dear our officers of the Navy of Ukraine!




  Thank you for protecting our state in the maritime defense sector – in the Ukrainian Navy and the coastguard of the State Border Guard Service.




  Ukraine needs a victory over the enemy at sea as well as on land and in the sky.




  Russian ships have already memorized the only prospect for them in Ukrainian waters. The Russian Black Sea flagship has already demonstrated what any vessel that threatens Ukraine would face, and it is only a matter of time before it repeats the fate of the Moskva ship. Our defense and security forces firmly proved that the Ukrainian Snake Island would not tolerate an enemy flag... And these are only three elements of the great battle for the sea, which is still ongoing and in which you, our dear graduates of the Odessa Maritime Academy, will take part and win.




  You have earned the right to lead truly heroic crews – those of our soldiers who bravely and extremely effectively defend Ukraine in the sea against overwhelming enemy forces. Please, always take care of your soldiers, protect them and Ukraine! Help everyone who is fighting next to you against Russian evil! Protect freedom of navigation, one of the fundamental elements of global security, and protect everyone who peacefully and legally uses Ukrainian territorial waters!




  And never forgive the enemy for any crime against our country and people!




  May the noble naval service be a glory to you, your families and our entire state!




  Thank you to all teachers and employees of the Odessa Maritime Academy for this graduation, the graduation of our officers and faithful service to Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  Today, I took part in two events of gratitude and respect for our soldiers – our defenders.




  Young officers graduated from the educational institutions of the National Guard of Ukraine. All of them go to the permanent defense and security forces, the units of our National Guard, which, together with all our soldiers, defend Ukraine.




  I am grateful to our boys and girls who have chosen such a path of service to Ukraine, to the future of the Ukrainian people – the path of officers. Thanks to all the families of our young professional soldiers for such sons and daughters.




  Patriotic, brave and effective, those who chose the opportunity to act for the defense of our state and people as their profession.




  Today, on the eve of the Day of the Security Service of Ukraine, I congratulated the staff of the Security Service of Ukraine, all our security service personnel.




  It is definitely worth noting: the Security Service of Ukraine is undergoing a fundamental internal transformation.




  The service was fully mobilized for the real defense of the state. And it is now giving Ukraine such results that each of us can only be proud of.




  The SSU staff is fighting the external enemy, neutralizing internal threats, putting a historical end to any attempts by Russia to manipulate Ukraine through agents.




  Today, I thanked all the SSU employees. And I am sure that the Service will give Ukraine even more results in defending the state.




  I had the honor to present state awards to soldiers from the SSU and National Guard ranks.




  I am sincerely grateful for the strength that can be felt in the eyes of our fighters. The strength of those who are able to win for Ukraine.




  I met today with a delegation from the World Bank. We do not lose a single day for international contacts, we work at all levels.




  The current support programs for Ukraine and promising new ones were discussed.




  Of course, we focused on reconstruction – everything that needs to be done in many Ukrainian cities and villages that suffered terrorist attacks by the occupier.




  Residential buildings, social infrastructure, the economic basis of life – all this needs to be rebuilt. And I thank the partners for understanding that timing and coordination of efforts are crucial.




  As always, today I will mention our fighters, who gave the best result in the past day.




  First of all, in Donetsk region.




  Glorious 72nd separate mechanized brigade named after the Black Zaporozhians – thank you, guys! Marines of the 36th brigade – well done! The 55th Separate Artillery Brigade Zaporizka Sich – thank you, soldiers, for your constant accuracy, real battle-hardened deeds!




  Marines of the 35th brigade and the 79th separate air assault brigade – thank you!




  Zaporizhzhia direction: the 44th Artillery Brigade named after Hetman Danylo Apostol – thank you for the accuracy!




  I would like to mention all our fighters who strike at the occupier in response to terror, who identify the enemy's positions from which they attack our cities. Each destroyed terrorists' position is the saved life of our people.




  I thank the Armed Forces, intelligence, and Security Service personnel – everyone who is involved in performing this task... The fair fire response to those who are the source of terror.




  Such strikes as on Kostiantynivka today, as many other of our cities... The enemy must know: Ukraine won't forgive offenses against our people, won't forgive these deaths and injuries.




  All Russian terrorists will be defeated.




  Thanks to everyone who brings the Ukrainian victory closer! Glory to everyone who is fighting for Ukraine!




  Eternal memory to all those whose lives were taken by Russia and its terrorist war!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  I have returned from the Kherson region - my day was devoted primarily to this region of ours.




  The security situation: our responses to the enemy shelling of the Kherson region, counter-battery fighting and everything else that our soldiers do so that the occupier knows that we will not forgive or forget terror.




  Today, the Russian army struck again at the Kherson region, hit Beryslav - the local administration, houses, the museum... Even the historical museum in Beryslav is a threat to Russia for some reason... An absolutely mindless state, purely a terrorist state. Which we will neutralize.




  I held a long meeting in Kherson with all those responsible for the region: for defense, for the social situation. We separately and carefully considered the energy situation, the issue of recovery.




  In the free territory of the Kherson region, more than 50 villages were almost completely destroyed by the occupier. In some places, more than 90% of the buildings in the villages are ruined. But even in such villages, people return, and this is proof that life still prevails.




  Today I was in one of the largest such villages - Posad-Pokrovske. Once one of the largest, before the invasion of Russia. And we will do everything to make this village one of the largest again - we will do everything to rebuild our territories.




  I am grateful to everyone who helps restore the normality of life after the Russian evil. To everyone who, even in such difficult areas, continues to work and give work, to everyone who helps our soldiers.




  I especially want to thank everyone involved in demining. It is nice to see when the fields of the Kherson region, cleared of Russian mines and shells, are cultivated again, live again.




  Of course, there are still few such lands, and there is still enough work for our sappers and pyrotechnicians... But I am sure that we will cleanse our land of all the deadly manifestations of Russia. All of Ukraine will live.




  I am grateful to Finland, which today announced a new package of security support. Among other things, these are demining machines. Plus, of course, important things for our military on the frontline.




  I had the honor to present state awards today to our soldiers who distinguished themselves in the defense of the Kherson region and the whole of Ukraine.




  On the train of our "Ukrzaliznytsia" - by the way, I thank the entire team of our strong railway - I took part online in the meeting of the European Council, which took place in Brussels with the participation of the leaders of all EU states and the President of the European Council Charles Michel. I was very specific in this address.




  I pointed out the strong steps taken by the partners. But I also noted things that, unfortunately, do not allow us to speed up the liberation of the territories, do not allow us to speed up the end of the war.




  First of all, it is the supply of more effective weapons to our warriors - long-range weapons and modern aircraft, regarding which we still see a certain delay in the decisions of our partners. It is also important to move more actively in the direction of new and stronger sanctions against Russia for terror and new steps in our Ukrainian integration with the structures of the European Union.




  I am sure: the partners have heard Ukraine's position.




  And one more thing. Today we have a result which we have been working on for some time.




  An agreement was signed on the opening of a representative office of the International Criminal Court in Ukraine.




  This step will allow international justice to be even more active in investigating the crimes of the Russian military on our Ukrainian soil.




  I am thankful to the entire team of the International Criminal Court, the Office of the Prosecutor General, our partners, everyone who helps the work of international justice - the investigation of Russian crimes against Ukraine and Ukrainians.




  Glory to all who are now fighting for freedom!




  Glory to each and every one who defends our Kherson region, our Mykolaiv region, Odesa region, Dnipropetrovsk region, Zaporizhzhia, Donbas, Kharkiv region, Sumy region, Chernihiv region and all of our Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Fellow Ukrainians!




  Today the rescue operation in Dnipro has been completed.




  79 people were wounded or injured by this Russian strike.




  The list of the dead includes 45 Ukrainians, including 6 children, including a boy who was only 11 months old…




  Children and civilians are enemies for Russia. Obviously, this could only happen because Russia has turned into an enemy of all mankind.




  I thank each and every person in the world who helps us to defend ourselves against terror!




  Today we heard very important news from Prime Minister of the Netherlands Mark Rutte. The news is actually a continuation of our recent negotiations with him.




  Ukraine will be provided with another Patriot battery. Thank you, Mark! That is, we already have three guaranteed batteries. But this is only the beginning. We are working on new decisions to strengthen our air defense.




  Today, I discussed defense cooperation with Federal President of Germany Steinmeier. We are actively preparing for a new meeting in the Ramstein format. We are preparing new important diplomatic steps - we also discussed them today.




  The annual forum in Davos, traditionally a powerful global political and economic platform, has started today.




  The world hears Ukraine in Davos - they know what Russia has done to Dnipro, they know what terrorists are doing to Kherson, Kharkiv, our Donbas and other territories Russia brought death to.




  And we are lobbying for increased global pressure on the terrorist state.




  I am confident that following this week, the world will see more active and influential supporters of the establishment of a Tribunal for Russian aggression and a special mechanism to compensate for the losses from the war at the expense of Russian assets.




  It is very important that the First Lady of Ukraine presented all the elements of our Peace Formula in Davos today, including the fundamental clause on justice, which envisages full liability of Russian terrorists for everything they have done.




  And the world's support for our diplomatic initiative is very much felt.




  We are doing everything to ensure that this support becomes truly global and that steps to end Russian aggression and return security are taken by all influential actors in international relations.




  Today, I held a meeting with the participation of the Prosecutor General and the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine to identify the culprits of the attack on Dnipro.




  Every day there is more and more factual information and legal steps of our state. And all this will end with sentences for all these Russian murderers.




  I want to thank all the employees of the Ukrainian law enforcement agencies and all our partners, our intelligence, all special services that are working on the necessary materials for trials against rashists.




  I would like to thank all volunteers, public figures, especially journalists who are helping the investigation.




  And, of course, I thank all our warriors, each and every one of them who defends the state as part of all our defense and security forces, who is doing everything to oust the Russian army from Ukraine.




  First of all, I thank the warriors who are now at the front, who are fighting for our freedom, who are true heroes!




  When we oust the occupiers from our land, it will be a matter of time when justice will return, when sentences for Russian murderers will be pronounced.




  Glory to all our heroes!




  Eternal memory to all those whose lives were taken by Russian aggression.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear friends!




  I am grateful to you for those kind words about our people, our students and for everything that Germany does to support our country.




  Now the attention of many Ukrainians is focused on what is happening in our city of Dnipro. You have just spoken about it.




  A few hours ago, the rescue operation on the ruins of a house that was destroyed by a Russian missile was completed there.




  An ordinary residential building. Destroyed by an anti-ship missile - an aircraft carrier killer, which was developed back in the days of the Soviet Union.




  44 people were killed. Including 4 children.




  Yesterday, a woman was rescued from the rubble - she spent 20 hours under the concrete, under the fallen slabs. She survived. But she lost her family...




  Her husband and child - a boy, he was only 11 months old - he could not be saved.




  And this is an unspeakable horror.




  And this is a routine. Unfortunately, this is the routine of the war that Russia brought to our land.




  Ukrainian cities and villages are subjected to such and similar attacks every day. Every day the news from the south of our country is about Russian indiscriminate shelling of the city of Kherson. Every day - shelling of the cities of Donbas and the east of Ukraine. Every day, the terror of border communities - those areas that are unlucky enough to border with Russia - they are shelled with mortars and artillery.




  I want you to understand Ukrainians - to understand what we are fighting against.




  We want to interrupt the routine of war. And restore the routine of peace.




  But we can do it only by winning the war. There is no other way.




  Most of you present here are very young people. You did not see the time when the Soviet rulers controlled a huge European space. In particular, part of Germany.




  However, the memory of that time - of how the Soviet empire existed and how it collapsed - is quite well worked out by historians and publicists. People know what happened.




  When the past is known, there is always a temptation to project that past onto the present.




  Especially when it comes to the actions of the same entity - the Kremlin.




  We have seen the attempts to integrate Moscow into the economic interdependence with Europe in the same way as it was done in the 1970s - 1980s of the XX century.




  Unfortunately, relations with Russia's neighbors have been viewed by some European politicians through the Russian optics for too long.




  For many years, the policy of European states - not all, but those with the greatest influence - has been based on the principle of caution towards Russian ambitions and dialogue with Russia - no matter what.




  This became political fertilizer for the audacity of Russian imperialism.




  For the confidence of the current master of the Kremlin that Europeans are allegedly weak. And that the missile legacy of the Soviet authorities allegedly outweighs international law, democracy, the strategic goal to unite Europe, namely the need to guarantee peace on our continent.




  Russia was wrong in its assessment of Ukraine and the whole of Europe. We haven't been taken aback. We have united. We have shown that Russia will never again control the European space and dictate to people how to live and what to value.




  Russia does not admit the mistake - and continues the war.




  But this is always the case with dictators.




  Democracies are stronger. Democracies can say that some previous policy was wrong. And that changes are needed.




  This is exactly what is happening now in Europe - in particular, thanks to German leadership.




  I am grateful to Chancellor Olaf Scholz for his determination to admit that the past is over.




  This Kremlin is not capable of being a partner in any variations of détente. It is impossible to coexist with it.




  Because it is impossible to coexist with terror.




  That is why Germany is becoming one of the leaders in supporting Ukraine - and we greatly appreciate it.




  We appreciate the assistance of your state both in protecting our skies from Russian missiles and in protecting social stability for our people.




  We appreciate the fact that German policy is being freed from Russian optics in relation to Ukraine and other countries-neighbors of Russia.




  But the page of European history, on which the Russian belief in the weakness of Europe is based, has not yet been turned. There is still a feeling in Moscow that it is possible to use threats or bribery to persuade European states to take the decisions Russia expects.




  I am sure that this page of history will be turned forever when we will be able to liberate our cities and villages from Russian terrorists with the help of German "Leopards", "Marders", "Gepards".




  This will be the time when Europe will be finally liberated from imperialism.




  It will be one decision - and how much fidelity to principles will be in it!




  Perhaps it will be the greatest in the history of Europe after the fall of the Soviet empire.




  Dear friends!




  I would like you to draw one conclusion from my words now. Exactly as students, as young people.




  As those who have to bring novelty to life, to your chosen professions.




  And this conclusion is to never be afraid to change the optics. To never be hostage to something that has become obsolete.




  To remain free, we must always rediscover what freedom is.




  To be strong, we must always see what mistakes were made.




  And to maintain leadership, we must always admit the reality.




  The Ukrainian reality now is that we can win this war.




  By the way, just today I spoke about this with Federal President Steinmeier.




  We can restore peace on our entire territory without leaving any pieces of land to the Kremlin for further experiments on people and history.




  But for this we must all be together - Ukraine, Germany and the whole free world. I believe that we will!




  Thank you for your attention! 




  And I want to thank all university communities that are with us today! Thank you to all students and lecturers! Thank you - Madam President Professor von Blumenthal, and you - Madam President Professor Kocher! And special thank you to those who help the Ukrainian community in Germany and our students who study at your universities!




  I am waiting for your questions.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Fellow Ukrainians!




  The debris of the house destroyed by the Russian missile is still being dismantled in Dnipro. I thank everyone who is carrying out this rescue operation! Every employee of the State Emergency Service and police, every doctor, every volunteer! Everyone who is involved!




  As of now, 39 people, including 6 children, have been rescued from under the rubble.




  In total, 47 reports were received about those who could have been in the house at the time of the strike and whose fate was unknown. The information about 22 people has been clarified. It is known about 40 dead, including 3 children. My condolences to all whose loved ones were killed by this strike!




  The Security Service of Ukraine has already started to gather information about those Russian military who prepared and carried out this strike. There is no doubt: every person guilty of this war crime will be identified and brought to justice.




  This strike at Dnipro, as well as other similar strikes, falls, in particular, under the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court. And we will use all available opportunities - both national and international - to ensure that all Russian murderers, everyone who gives and executes orders on missile terror against our people, face legal sentences. And to ensure that they serve their punishment.




  This is a fundamental task for Ukraine and for our partners. I thank everyone who supports our country on the path to justice.




  Today, by the way, I spoke with Prime Minister of the Netherlands Mark Rutte - he is one of those who help Ukraine the most, particularly in the issue of justice.




  It was our third conversation with Mr. Prime Minister in four weeks.




  I am grateful to Mark and all Dutch people for their continued support and clear understanding that Ukrainians must defeat Russian aggression.




  Today we discussed protection against Russian missiles and Iranian drones - we are doing everything to strengthen our air defense as much as possible.




  It is very important that our conversation took place on the eve of the visit of the Prime Minister of the Netherlands to the United States.




  What happened in Dnipro, the fact that Russia is preparing a new attempt to seize the initiative in the war, the fact that the nature of hostilities at the front requires new decisions in the defense supply - all this only emphasizes how important it is to coordinate our efforts - efforts  of all members of the coalition to defend Ukraine and freedom. And to speed up decision-making.




  Today, there is a good example from the UK. A new package of defense assistance has been announced - exactly what we need. Tanks, other armored vehicles, artillery.




  What we discussed with Prime Minister Sunak. I thank you, Rishi, I thank every Briton for the tangible and timely support!




  I held a regular meeting of the Staff. The questions are as follows. Interaction with our partners. Counteraction to missile terror. Possible scenarios of enemy actions and our response to each of the probable scenarios.




  There were reports of commanders, intelligence chiefs. There were also necessary decisions.




  The situation in the Donetsk direction was considered separately and in detail. Soledar, Bakhmut and other cities against which Russia has concentrated its last most prepared forces.




  We also reviewed the situation on the southern front. We see what Russia is preparing.




  Every day and night we work to reduce the enemy's potential: every day and night we subtract their warehouses, headquarters, communications.




  Today, the OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Minister of Foreign Affairs of North Macedonia visited Kyiv.




  Of course, we discussed first of all how to make the OSCE effective.




  This is one of those international organizations that have significant potential, but for various reasons in critical situations have a great lack of concrete actions, a great lack of determination.




  The OSCE can significantly increase attention and act accordingly regarding the deportation of our people from the occupied territory to Russia. And regarding the situation with Ukrainian prisoners. No international organization has found the strength to gain access to the places of detention of our prisoners in Russia yet. This must be corrected.




  I hope that the OSCE presidency of North Macedonia will contribute to this.




  Starting tomorrow, this week will be even more active in terms of our diplomacy.




  The Davos Forum will start its work - Ukraine will be heard at this globally important platform.




  At the end of the week, a regular meeting in the Ramstein format will be held. We expect fundamental decisions from the coalition of our partners.




  Important bilateral negotiations are also planned.




  Every day of our diplomatic marathon brings Ukraine quite specific defensive results. And I thank everyone who helps our state! I thank everyone who works for the victory of Ukraine!




  Glory to each of our warriors! Glory to all who have been fighting since February 24 and since 2014!




  This week, on January 20, we will mark the Day of Honoring the Defenders of the Donetsk airport.




  Today we have already started to recall that defense, that heroism of our people. The fight started in May 2014. The last defender left the DAP on January 23, 2015. And it was such a defense that the whole world should have seen back then already what Ukrainian invincibility means.




  I am confident that the Ukrainian flag will return to the Donetsk airport, Donetsk and other cities and villages of our Donbas and other temporarily occupied territories. Temporarily is the key word.




  Ukraine will return its people and what belongs to it.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Fellow Ukrainians!




  Today I have been receiving reports from Dnipro all day. The debris is being cleared there. All necessary services are involved. Thanks to everyone who is carrying out the rescue operation! I thank the State Emergency Service, the police and the National Guard. I want to thank the utility services, our doctors, all volunteers, ordinary citizens of Dnipro who are helping!




  As of now, the fate of more than 30 people who could have been in the house at the time of the terrorists' missile hit remains unknown.




  Dozens of people were rescued from the rubble, including six children. We are fighting for every person! The rescue operation will last as long as there is even the slightest chance to save lives.




  Currently, the list of the dead includes 30 people, including one child - a girl, she was 15 years old.




  There are reports that two children lost their parents. My condolences to all those who lost their loved ones...




  Since the attack, Ukraine has heard words of condolences and support from many leaders, public figures, journalists and ordinary people from around the world. I thank everyone who did not remain indifferent! It is very important that normal people unite in response to terror.




  But...




  I want to say to all those in Russia - and from Russia - who even now could not utter even a few words of condemnation of this terror... Even though they see and know everything perfectly well…




  Your cowardly silence, your attempt to "wait out" what is happening will only end with those same terrorists coming after you one day.




  Evil is very sensitive to cowardice.




  Evil always remembers those who fear it or try to bargain with it. And when it comes after you, there will be no one to protect you.




  I think it is right that today there is a decision to expand our sanctions against Russian citizens and other persons who help terror.




  Almost 200 - this list is carefully prepared, and behind each name there is a responsible motivation. Those who justify terror. Those who grease the Russian propaganda machine. Those who tried to sell Ukraine somewhere in Moscow. This public will face a full list of personal restrictions. We will do everything to make the sanctions work on the largest possible scale - in Europe, in the world.




  Everyone will be held to account for terror: both those who kill and those who help to kill.




  The work of the NSDC on the sanctions lists continues, and the next decisions will be made soon.




  Today, as always, I want to thank our warriors. All those who heroically and steadfastly perform combat missions. Those who hold our positions. And especially in the most difficult areas of the front. The battle for Soledar, for Bakhmut, for the whole Donetsk region, for the Luhansk region continues without any respite, without any stop.




  I am grateful to each of our fighters, each of our soldiers, sergeants, officers who understand how important it is to destroy the invaders in this direction. Russia has made the battle for the cities of our Donbas fundamental for itself. Our heroes make this battle fundamental for the destruction of the combat potential of the terrorist state.




  Every day of Ukrainian resilience in Donbas and every success in our defense there are vital achievements for the protection of our entire state.




  And one more thing.




  Today a great friend of Ukraine, a legend - Vakhtang Kikabidze - passed away. We can talk a lot about him, and still there are not enough words to say all the good things that are worth saying about him.




  It is an honor for us that he was our friend. May his memory be bright!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I will begin this address without a greeting. And I want to be heard by those people – not only political leaders – who are still hesitating whether it is worth providing Ukraine with the weapons that will help us defeat the terrorist state this year.




  Russia has launched another heavy missile attack on Ukrainian cities. Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, Kryvy Rih, Dnipro, Vinnytsia, Ladyzhyn, Burshtyn, Lviv region, Khmelnytsky and other cities were targets of terrorists. Civilian objects are everywhere!




  In the city of Dnipro, a residential building has been destroyed in this Russian strike. An ordinary nine-story panel building, of which there are quite a few in various cities of Eastern and Central Europe. All floors of this building – from the second to the ninth – were smashed in the explosion of a Russian missile.




  It was possible to save dozens of people – wounded, traumatized, treatment is being provided to them. Among them are children, the youngest girl is three years old. And these are figures for now.




  Debris clearance is still ongoing and will continue throughout the night. It's not yet known how many people are under the rubble. Unfortunately, the death toll is growing every hour... My condolences to relatives and friends




  Can Russian terror be stopped? Yes.




  Is it possible to do it somehow differently than on the battlefield in Ukraine? Unfortunately no. This can and must be done on our land, in our sky, in our sea.




  What is needed for this? Those weapons that are in the warehouses of our partners and that our troops are so waiting for.




  No amount of persuasion or just passing the time will stop the terrorists who are methodically killing our people with missiles, drones bought in Iran, their own artillery, tanks and mortars. The whole world knows what can stop and how it's possible to stop those who sow death.




  This apartment block in Dnipro was on a street called Naberezhna Peremohy. When they gave this name to this street, they had in mind the victory over the Nazis in the Second World War. Ruscists took over everything from that enemy of the free world. It's obvious. And we must do everything we can to stop ruscism, just as the free world once stopped Nazism.




  And I thank everyone who helps us in this!




  I spoke today with the Prime Minister of the UK about some very important things for our defense. Details will come later. But it's important. It's really what is needed. And I believe that similar decisions will still be made by other partners – those who understand why such evil cannot be given a single chance. Because such evil knows no boundaries.




  Eternal memory to all whose lives were taken by ruscism!




  Glory to all who defend people!




  All services are now working in the sites hit by Russian missiles. Let's fight for every person!




  Out of more than 30 missiles launched towards Ukraine during the day, more than 20 were shot down. These are hundreds of saved lives. I thank our Air Force, our airmen and everyone who helps.




  Unfortunately, energy infrastructure facilities have been also hit. In this regard, the most difficult situation is in Kharkiv region and Kyiv region. Repair crews are doing their best to restore power generation and supply as soon as possible, and work will continue around the clock.




  And the enemy will receive our answer on the battlefield for sure. Our soldiers will do that.




  Anyone involved in this and other missile strikes against Ukraine will be found and brought to justice.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  Several more stages of our diplomatic marathon took place today.




  I spoke with Mrs. Čaputová, the President of Slovakia. About details of our defense cooperation and the diplomatic steps we have planned with the Europeans for the near future. Thank you to Slovakia for supporting the interests of Ukraine and the whole of Europe.




  I also held talks with the Prime Minister of Albania, Rama. As always, I heard an understanding of our needs, an understanding of the Ukrainian position.




  In general, thanks to the negotiations this week, we managed to significantly strengthen the resoluteness of our partners to increase the supply of weapons to Ukraine. And we are working as hard as possible to ensure that it's reflected in the decisions of the next meeting at Ramstein Air Base, the meeting of defense ministers, which will take place in the second half of January.




  We are also preparing for Ukraine's participation in the events of the World Economic Forum in Davos. This year, the traditional economic topics of the forum will obviously give way to security issues. And it's important for us that there is an effective and clear Ukrainian answer to every question of the world regarding security. So be it.




  I took part in a special solemn meeting of the Lithuanian Seimas. Lithuania celebrated the Day of the Defenders of Freedom – the anniversary of the events of January 1991, when people defended the independence of their state against the efforts of then Moscow to maintain control over Lithuania.




  And today there was a very symbolic meeting, very emotional. I thanked our Lithuanian brothers for all their actions in support of Ukraine and our struggle for freedom and for all their words about the heroism of our people, which were and will be heard in Lithuania. Today, one of our greatest achievements in the time since February 24 was very clearly felt, namely: the context of European freedom, the context of the integrity of the European Union is simply impossible to imagine now without Ukraine. The fullness of Europe is, in particular, the fullness of integration with Ukraine. We will do everything to implement it in concrete decisions of the European community.




  Of course, today, as every day, we are constantly in touch with our commanders, with the heads of intelligence and special services.




  The tough battle for Donetsk region continues, the battle for Bakhmut and Soledar, for Kreminna, for other towns and villages in the east of our country continues. Although the enemy has concentrated its greatest forces in this direction, our troops – the Armed Forces of Ukraine, all defense and security forces – are defending the state.




  I thank every soldier, sergeant, officer of brigades and other army units who are bravely and staunchly performing their tasks!




  I thank the fighters of the Kraken unit for their decisive actions to destroy the enemy near Soledar! Thanks to the soldiers of the International Legion of the Defense Intelligence of the Ministry of Defense and the Shaman unit, who are bravely defending Bakhmut!




  Three hundred twenty-four days of the full-scale war, and how things have changed for Russia... They are already gnawing among themselves over who should be credited with some tactical advance. It's a clear signal of failure for the enemy. And it's another incentive for all of us to put more pressure on the occupier and to inflict heavier losses on the enemy. Thanks to everyone who makes it happen both on the front lines and all our other fronts.




  That is why today I also want to mark the employees of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine. Those whose work is usually completely invisible. And about whom few people talk. But they really bring closer very important decisions of partners for Ukraine, for our defenders. Thanks for that!




  I thank all the personnel of the Security Service of Ukraine, whose results in the fight, in particular, against collaborators and saboteurs, society sees.




  Every step of the state in national defense is carefully prepared, and this gives us legal and fair results. This gives us a real increase in our independence, in all its aspects. Thank you for that!




  Thanks to everyone who works for the victory of our country!




  Glory to our soldiers!




  Glory to Ukraine!




The day will definitely come when the Ukrainian flag will be on par with all flags of the EU member states - President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
 12 January 2023  665





  

    Table of Contents

  




  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today, I held a regular meeting of the Staff. The meeting, which by its nature corresponded to the situation on the frontline, in the most important directions.




  Of course, the top issue is Soledar, Bakhmut, the struggle for the Donetsk direction in general. We have analyzed in detail what decisions are needed, what reinforcements are needed, what steps should be taken by commanders in the coming days.




  We also discussed the situation with the supply of weapons and ammunition to the troops, relevant interaction with our partners.




  Today, I talked about the prospects of the coming weeks and months with the Speaker of the Latvian Saeima, who was on a visit to Kyiv. We discussed not only defense, but also political prospects. In particular, European and Euro-Atlantic integration of Ukraine.




  I heard confidence that the day will definitely come when the Ukrainian flag will be absolutely on par with all flags of the EU member states. Latvia will help us in this.




  By the way, Latvia is one of those countries whose support for Ukraine in terms of percentage of GDP is one of the largest over the past year. I think that this trend may continue this year.




  Today, I continued phone talks with the leaders of the partner-states.




  Two more European countries whose voice is extremely important for Ukraine are Cyprus and Luxembourg. We are also expanding the geography of the diplomatic marathon - I spoke today with Mr. President of Kenya.




  All these negotiations are devoted to the security issues of both our state and our partners.




  I am grateful for the support of the Ukrainian Peace Formula and for the willingness to work together with us to put an end to Russian aggression as soon as possible.




  A very important initiative of Ukraine is the creation of food hubs in Africa. Our foreign policy should reach a new level with African partners.




  They have already felt that the security of different nations directly depends on Ukrainian food exports. And we want to consolidate this at the level of specific institutions, specific objects - hubs, that is, specific guarantees of food stability that will be constantly in effect and will be one of the new foundations of relations between Ukraine and the states of the African continent.




  Today we also opened a new direction in our state charity platform United24. This direction is the reconstruction of Ukraine. It is the generation of funds for the restoration, in particular, of housing for Ukrainians in the territories affected by Russian strikes and occupation.




  As of this day, about half a billion hryvnias have already been raised through United24 from people from more than a hundred countries to restore housing. This is a tangible help to both local communities and the state.




  In general, more than 10 billion hryvnias have already been raised due to the state fundraising platform. And I thank everyone who joined the United24 fundraising.




  Thank you to everyone who helps Ukraine!




  Thank you to each and everyone who fights for Ukraine!




  And today, I want to especially mention the paratroopers of the 77th separate airmobile brigade, who together with the fighters of the 46th separate airmobile brigade in Soledar hold their positions and inflict significant losses on the enemy. Thank you, guys!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  Today, here in Lviv, important news for Ukraine was announced during the Summit of the Lublin Triangle, our special format with Poland and Lithuania. Poland has decided to provide tanks for Ukraine - I am grateful for this. I thank President Duda, the Government of Poland, all our Polish friends. 




  Lithuania provides anti-aircraft systems to our country - the weapons we need to protect ourselves from Iranian drones - to protect our energy sector.




  I thank Gitanas for another demonstration of unwavering and principled support for Ukraine, which began even before February 24 and will continue until our victory. 




  Today, I heard this confidence once again from both Andrzej and Gitanas - we will go all the way together to restore security of Ukraine and the whole of Europe, to restore our territorial integrity, to restore peace. Russian aggression must fail - and it will.




  Today, we have discussed the issue of our integration into the EU and NATO in a very meaningful way. This year, we must achieve tangible progress in European integration. This concerns, first of all, the start of negotiations on membership. Poland and Lithuania are equally and comprehensively ready to support us, see us fully integrated into the European and Euro-Atlantic structures. Together with our other partners on the continent and in the Alliance, we have to transform this readiness, this energy into real institutional movement, into real decisions.




  Of course, today we also talked about the situation on the battlefield. In particular, that Russian aggression will be depleted only when Russian ambitions have no other alternative except for the defeat. All Russian ambitions - on the front, in politics, in economy, in the legal sphere.




  Now the terrorist state and its propagandists are trying to pretend that some part of our city of Soledar - a city that was almost completely destroyed by the occupiers - is allegedly some kind of Russia’s achievement. They will present – and are already presenting – this to their society in such a way as to support mobilization and to give hope to those who support aggression.




  But the fighting continues. The Donetsk direction is holding out. And we do everything, without stopping for a single day, to strengthen Ukrainian defense. Our potential is growing. And I thank all our partners who help in this.




  Western-type tanks are the work of our entire anti-war coalition and this is a new level of our potential.




  Today, in Lviv, I also held a meeting on the security situation in our western regions and on our state border. We take into account all threats, strengthen all elements of the security of our regions.




  Glory to all who fight for Ukraine!




  I thank everyone who works for our victory!




  I thank everyone who helps us restore security!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today is a new stage of our diplomatic marathon. Four more conversations with European leaders: President of the European Council, Prime Minister of Belgium, President of Estonia and Prime Minister of Ireland.




  I informed them about the situation on the battlefield - about the difficult situation in the Donetsk region, about the constant Russian attacks and the fact that Russia does not count its people, does not spare the locals and does not stop before any criminal actions.




  This can - and must! - be countered only by a new level of modern military equipment that Ukraine can receive from partners. I thank all the leaders who help us for understanding that now is the time for new powerful decisions, for new powerful support.




  The free world has everything necessary to stop Russian aggression and bring the terrorist state to a historic defeat. And it is important not only for us. It is important for global democracy, for all those who value freedom. It is even more important now, when Russia is gathering forces for another escalation.




  Together with our partners, we must do - and we are doing! - everything to make it clear to Russia's masters that no escalation will help them. The defeat of the Russian aggression must remain unalterable, no matter who and what Russia tries to throw into the battle.




  I am grateful to the President of the European Council for understanding how important it is to maintain the unwavering support of Ukraine. In this confrontation, in which Russia is trying to exhaust all of us - Ukrainians, Europeans, other partners - there must be clarity of signals. Signals that we will go all the way to the defeat of Russian terror. We will go together and with the preservation of stability in Ukraine - financial and social. And that is why financial support was one of the main topics of my conversation with Charles Michel, as well as weapons and further European integration of Ukraine.




  I thank the Prime Minister of Belgium for supporting our diplomatic efforts, in particular our Peace Formula, all its fundamental elements: restoration of security, restoration of our territorial integrity, restoration of justice.




  I am confident that the leadership of Belgium will help us achieve a fair peace. And I am thankful for the willingness to really bring peace closer by increasing the armed support for our state. The already provided Belgian defense assistance has significantly strengthened our state, and we agreed today that our teams would work on a new supply.




  I am grateful to the President of Estonia and all Estonians for new decisions to strengthen our defense. We have also discussed with Mr. President our further steps in the European and Euro-Atlantic integration. I thank Estonia for a very strong representation of Ukraine's interests in Europe. Even when someone doubts, Estonia finds arguments to support Ukraine and to increase sanction pressure on Russia.




  I am grateful to the new Prime Minister of Ireland for the willingness to continue the course of Ireland's comprehensive support for Ukraine. We have agreed on a powerful energy support. And I thanked Ireland for freezing Russian assets - we will work together to ensure that these funds are used for the restoration of Ukraine.




  In general, since my visit to Washington, I have already held about thirty talks with leaders and representatives of partner states. And I literally feel every day how the world's determination to overcome Russian aggression is growing.




  I thank everyone who helps us defend Ukraine and freedom!




  I thank everyone who fights for independence!




  Today, I would like to pay special tribute to the warriors of the 46th separate airmobile brigade for their bravery and steadfastness in the defense of Soledar! Thank you, warriors!




  I thank everyone who works to strengthen Ukraine!




  And one more thing.




  Based on the materials prepared by the Security Service of Ukraine and the State Migration Service of Ukraine, and in accordance with the Constitution of our state, I have decided to terminate the citizenship of four persons: Andriy Leonidovych Derkach, Taras Romanovych Kozak, Renat Raveliyovych Kuzmin and Viktor Volodymyrovych Medvedchuk.




  If people's deputies choose to serve not the people of Ukraine, but the murderers who came to Ukraine, our actions will be appropriate.




  And these are not the last such decisions. The services are working.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear colleagues, dear Charles! 




  I'm glad to greet you today as I always do, but in a slightly different format. Now I'm visiting the cities that Russia is trying to ruin. The cities of Donbas, our Kharkiv – one of the centers of the east of Europe, our Kherson – already liberated from Russian occupation, but suffering from Russian terrorist strikes.




  Now I'm on the train, on the way, taking every opportunity, to support the spirit of our people, to bring closer the time when we will be able to drive out the Russian terrorists further from Ukraine – these war criminals, who, as every one of you knows, are dreaming of bringing to your cities the evil they have brought to Ukraine.




  God forbid anyone in the world should see their cities empty because of the threat of terrorist attacks, such as Kramatorsk or dozens of other cities of Donbas. With destroyed houses – destroyed by Russian artillery. Houses with plywood instead of glass in the windows where people are still trying to live. Ruined villages, destroyed by shelling as in our Kherson region and in every place where Russian occupiers can reach. Desolate – because full of mines – fields…




  God forbid anyone should see it happen in his or her own country.




  Dear colleagues!




  No one knows for sure how long the war will last and which battles will bring us success faster and which ones will require more effort. But what is clear is that if there are no delays or stagnation in our cooperation, if our joint efforts are resolutely focused on Ukraine's victory, the victory will be gained already this year.




  Time is important. Not only months and weeks, but also days are important. The faster we act together – the more lives we save. For more than a year of full-scale war, our cooperation with you has been steadily growing. Was there a destructive protraction between our steps? Yes, there was. But still, we were pursuing a common goal – we were acting to stop Russian terror.




  Our defense cooperation; the successful passing through the winter – without chaos and crisis; economic cooperation; ten EU sanctions packages against Russia; European assistance to international justice in holding Russian war criminals accountable... All of this is the evidence that Europe knows how to defend its values and has the courage to stand up to terror.




  I am especially grateful to those of you who are actively involved in the initiative proposed by Estonia and approved by all of you – to supply and manufacture shells for our artillery. The more often Ukrainian cannons hit the occupier – the less chance Russia has to implement its genocidal policy against Ukrainians and other Europeans.




  I am also grateful to those of you who support the work of the International Criminal Court and our efforts to establish a Special Tribunal for the Russian crime of aggression against Ukraine, as well as efforts to launch a Compensation Mechanism that will convert Russia's currently seized assets into restoring life, disrupted by the Russian war, in Ukraine.




  But, dear colleagues, don’t you feel that we have fewer new successes than new protractions in our joint efforts? Unfortunately, this is the case. And the Kremlin sees this. This moves us further away from achieving peace. I will now point out five examples of protraction.




  First.




  While every hour on the battlefield counts, the protraction in supplying long-range missiles to Ukraine is already significant. This does not allow us to roll back the positions of Russian terrorists, in particular from Kherson, Zaporizhzhia and our other cities, which are constantly shelled by Russian long-range missiles.




  Only yesterday, and only in our Zaporizhzhia, rockets of Russian terrorists hit ordinary multi-storey apartment buildings. Dozens of families lost their homes, many were injured, there are dead... Ordinary people! My condolences to all relatives and friends of those whose lives were taken by Russian terror!




  There should be no protraction in transferring the weapons to our soldiers that can protect Ukrainians from terror – constant Russian terror.




  The second example.




  I'm grateful to Poland and I’m grateful to Slovakia for their decisions on MiGs for Ukraine. This will significantly strengthen the defense of our sky. But we need modern aircrafts – and this is exactly what we have been talking about. Is there rational motivation for the protraction in providing modern aircraft?




  Remember how many Russian threats there were when it came to the transfer of Leopards and other tanks – more advanced than those our soldiers had previously. These more advanced tanks are already in Ukraine. So, what did Russia do in response? We all have to get used to the fact that a terrorist state bluffs more often than it can escalate. All the evil against Ukraine and against the whole of Europe that Russia was capable of, it is already doing.




  The third example.




  The protraction with new European sanctions packages is becoming increasingly troublesome. On the one hand, global efforts are not yet sufficient to prevent Russia from adapting to the sanctions and from circumventing them through third countries. On the other hand, the EU is not signalizing to the world that sanctions against Russia will be increased further.




  The simple question is: how will third countries perceive this protraction? Those whose governments do not respect international law. Obviously, they may think that ignoring the sanctions will have no consequences.




  That's why sanctions must be expanded. There cannot be even a slight hint of delaying decisions on sanctions. Moreover, there must be no slackening of sanctions – and especially under the manipulative cover of food security. Strong sanctions give the security, and the easing of sanctions is an invitation to new crises, including the food crisis.




  The fourth example – the Peace Formula, the Ukrainian Peace Formula, which I presented in the autumn, is the only realistic and comprehensive plan to restore Ukraine's territorial integrity and guarantee security for our people and for the whole of Europe.




  We have been talking to you for a long time about organizing the Peace Formula Summit. I am ready to schedule the Summit in Kyiv for the near future. But we are all well aware that under the current circumstances, many leaders, unfortunately, will not be able to come to Ukraine. So, I urge you to help us with this.




  We could organize the Summit in one of the world's capitals – in one of the European capitals. Wouldn't this add to Europe's global strength? It surely will.




  And the fifth point.




  Regardless of the level of severity of the Russian terror, whatever the aggressor plans, we continue to develop our institutions according to the standards of the European ones. Ukraine's transformation into a modern, fully accountable to society, corruption-free and institutionally stable state continues.




  The results are obvious. We have withstood the war. Our institutions are functioning – despite everything. Financial system, banks, all public services, social sphere.




  It is critical that there is no protraction in bringing closer Ukraine and the European Union. This is important both for the protection of Ukraine and for the protection of the European system. This is in line with the objective need to constantly strengthen Europe, as only such constant strengthening guarantees true resilience.




  Ukraine is ready for a decision to start accession negotiations on EU membership already this year. The same readiness is needed from all of you – every leader in Europe. Ukrainians need to see your readiness and need to be motivated by it – to feel that the defense of European values by our soldiers is truly supported by the whole of Europe.




  Charles, dear colleagues! If the war can teach leaders affected by it anything, it is that honesty between allies guarantees victory. I have honestly pointed out five key threats – five reasons protracting this war and pushing peace further away.




  We have to do everything we can to avoid such protraction. And definitely – we can do it. Europe knows how to be decisive. I know that you can appreciate the value of time.




  Let each meeting, each discussion, each day of our work together bring the return of peace closer – bring closer the liberation of our land and all of Europe from Russian evil. If Europe hesitates, evil may have time to regroup and prepare itself for years of war. It is in your power not to allow this to happen.




  Together, we can liberate Ukraine from Russian aggression already this year.




  Thank you for your attention! Thank you for your support and assistance!




  Glory to all those who are fighting now for freedom!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  Today, I have held a regular meeting of the Staff. The main attention was paid to the situation in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions - those areas that are the hottest now.




  Bakhmut and Soledar, Kreminna and Svatove, overall prospects in Donbas for the coming weeks. The battle for Donbas continues. And although the invaders have now concentrated their greatest efforts on Soledar, the result of this difficult and long battle will be the liberation of our entire Donbas.




  I thank all our warriors who defend our Bakhmut and demonstrate maximum resilience! I thank all the warriors in Soledar who withstand new and even tougher attacks of the occupiers! It is extremely difficult - there are almost no whole walls left... Due to the resilience of our warriors there, in Soledar, we have gained additional time and additional power for Ukraine.




  And what did Russia want to gain there? Everything is completely destroyed, there is almost no life left. And thousands of their people were lost: the whole land near Soledar is covered with the corpses of the occupiers and scars from the strikes. This is what madness looks like.




  I thank all our defenders for every step forward in other areas on the frontline, for gradual advancement - very careful, calculated and therefore absolutely reliable.




  Today, the Commander-in-Chief, commanders, chief of intelligence reported to the Staff... We integrate into our defense system new combat means and equipment that we receive from our partners. We do everything to ensure that there is as little time as possible between the agreement on additional support and the application of this support on the battlefield.




  Today, I held four more stages of negotiations with partners - we continue our diplomatic marathon, which began last year with a visit to Washington. During this day - Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, President of Slovenia, Prime Minister of Portugal, Prime Minister of North Macedonia.




  I spoke to all of them about the increase of defense support for our state, the necessity to bring Russian aggression to defeat this year and the implementation of all elements of our peace formula - from the restoration of territorial integrity of Ukraine to the punishment of terrorists for their actions.




  There will be good news for our state, and it is very important that we reach an agreement with our partners right now, on the eve of the new "Ramstein", and against the background of new brutal crimes of the occupiers.




  Russian strikes on Kherson and Ochakiv, cities of the Donetsk and Kharkiv regions, constant terror against border communities of the Sumy region... Constant terror against our people in the occupied territory...




  The world knows that every day of Russian presence on Ukrainian soil means deaths, injuries, pain and suffering of people. Ukraine must get everything it needs to expel terrorists from our land and to reliably protect our people from any Russian escalation plans.




  I am sure that our warriors will have these weapons and equipment at the front. Very soon.




  Today, I met with the Executive Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for the European Green Deal - for the renewal of European energy life on the basis of modern "green" energy. Such renewal is our goal as well, and it is a security goal. Modern and "green" energy for Ukraine, the use of renewable energy sources will significantly strengthen our resilience against any aggressive ambitions of Russia aimed at our and European energy sector.




  We are also preparing for important events in our political relations with the European Union - for the EU-Ukraine Summit, for further institutional rapprochement of our state, our state system and the EU system, as well as for the beginning of membership negotiations. This is one of our most important tasks. I am grateful to everyone who brings the implementation of this task closer with their work.




  I thank each and everyone who helps our country!




  Glory to everyone who works for the victory of Ukrainians!




  Glory to all who fight for Ukraine!




  Tonight, I have signed decrees awarding our warriors. 573 warriors were awarded state awards. 283 of them - posthumously.




  Eternal memory to each and every one who gave life for Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today, the first liberation of our warriors from Russian captivity took place this year. 50 Ukrainians returned home. 33 officers, 17 - privates and sergeants. Among them are defenders of the Kyiv and Donetsk regions, Mariupol and the south of the country. Soldiers of the army, National Guard, territorial defense, navy, border guards.




  Our team works without a single break to free Ukrainians. Today I want to thank them once again: Budanov, Yermak, Malyuk, Usov, Lubinets and others.




  I am especially grateful to those of our units who replenish the exchange fund. Everyone who captures the enemy on our land, gives an opportunity to return freedom to some Ukrainians.




  I would also like to note the success of our Air Forces. Since the beginning of this day, three helicopters and also drones have been shot down. Well done, guys! Thank you for the consistent demilitarization of the aggressor state.




  The situation on the frontline has not changed significantly in the first week of the year. Heavy fighting continues in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions - every hotspot in these areas is well known.




  Bakhmut is holding out against all odds. And although most of the city is destroyed by Russian strikes, our warriors repel constant attempts at Russian offensive there. Soledar is holding out. Although there is even more destruction there and it is extremely hard...




  There is no such piece of land near these two cities, where the occupier would not have given his life for the crazy ideas of the masters of the Russian regime. This is one of the bloodiest places on the frontline.




  Today, commander of the direction, General Syrskyi, visited the troops defending the outskirts of Bakhmut and Soledar.




  He awarded the warriors for their resilience. On the spot, he organized the steps necessary to strengthen our defense. In particular, transfer of additional units. And intensification of fire on the invaders.




  We should understand that all our positions, all our actions in defense are interconnected, and the resilience and effectiveness of actions at the front in general depends on the resilience and effectiveness of actions at each point of the front.




  I thank all our defenders who act in this way, who realize that their personal resilience, their personal strength and effectiveness give resilience, strength and effectiveness to the whole state. We defend the whole state, wherever the battles for it take place.




  We are preparing for diplomatic events that we have planned for this week. We expect good news for our country, good decisions that will further strengthen the defense.




  The world has seen again these days that Russia lies even when it draws attention to the situation at the front with its own statements. Russian shelling of Kherson with incendiary ammunition right after Christmas. Strikes on Kramatorsk and other cities of Donbas - exactly on civilian objects and exactly when Moscow reported on the alleged "silence" of their army. More threats of Russian officials to Europe and the world…




  All this was when Moscow was talking about the alleged "truce".




  No attempt by Russia to manipulate diplomacy and politics will ever work again.




  Only the strengthening of Ukraine, only the successes of Ukraine, only the restoration of territorial integrity of Ukraine, only the return of all our people from Russian captivity are the guarantees of peace. We are bringing it closer every day.




  Glory to all who fight and work for the victory of our state! 




  Glory to all who help our state!




  Eternal memory to all who gave their lives for our state and our independence!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  Once again, I wish everyone who celebrates today, on this day, which has already become historic for Ukraine, for the spiritual independence of our people, a Merry Christmas.




  I was glad today to see how many people, how many of our soldiers attended the service in the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra – in that holy place, which is one of the origins of the Ukrainian cultural tradition.




  It's very important that a sincere prayer for Ukraine was today and will continue to be heard in the Lavra. And that no one will make Ukrainian a stranger in the laurel.




  Ukrainian independence must be strong in all its elements. And it will be like that. Forever. We're bringing it ourselves.




  And it's very important to continue staying in the mood that was felt today. The joy of strengthening Ukraine and achieving historical justice.




  I wish all Ukrainian men and women that you and I have this mood more often.




  Today, I signed the decrees on the implementation of the decisions of the National Security and Defense Council – a new meeting was held.




  First, we approved the general action plan of the National Security and Defense Council for this year. It will certainly be no less forceful than in previous years, and the key priority is to ensure our independence and strengthen our ability to defend ourselves – making all the steps required, using all the means that will work.




  Secondly, we have an intermediate result in the work regarding many citizens of Russia and persons associated with it who justify the war, help to wage it, or glorify the terrorist state. Today, there is the first such sanctions list – there will be further decisions on sanctions against such persons.




  Everyone whose voice sounds in unison with the roar of Russian artillery will be isolated from the civilized world.




  And, by the way, the world was once again able to see today how false any words of any level that sound from Moscow are. They said something there about an alleged ceasefire… But the reality is that Russian rounds hit Bakhmut and other Ukrainian positions again.




  It has been confirmed once again: only the expulsion of the Russian occupiers from Ukrainian land and the elimination of any opportunities for Russia to put pressure on Ukraine and the whole of Europe will mean the restoration of the ceasefire, security and peace.




  It's what we are working for, it's exactly what the help of our partners is aimed at, and it's exactly what the entire civilized world has now.




  And I thank everyone who helps us defend the independence of Ukraine!




  Thanks to everyone who fights and works for our country!




  Today we are one step closer to our victory.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  Finally, we can say that we have managed to bring Ukraine's strength and defense cooperation with partners to a new level. The one we really need right now.




  Now, our soldiers will have even more weapons, equipment, rounds, defense systems, which will make us much more prepared for any escalating plans of Russia and those strikes that the terrorist state inflicts, regardless of whether it is a holiday or a weekday.




  I thank everyone who helps us protect our country and Ukrainians!




  Since I visited the United States two weeks ago, there have already been more than 20 stages in our diplomatic marathon.




  It's my communication with the leaders of Germany, Sweden, Japan, Croatia, Spain, Latvia, Turkey, France, Denmark, Romania, Canada, Norway, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Israel, Greece and India. In addition, my first negotiations this year with the President of the European Commission. Also constant contact with US representatives. For example, today a delegation of the Senate was in Kyiv, and also a conversation between the defense minister of Ukraine and the secretary of defense of the United States was held.




  And today, a new package of US defense assistance for our country was announced – and a very powerful one!




  For the first time, we will get Bradley fighting vehicles – this is exactly what is needed. New guns and projectiles, including high-precision ones. New missiles. New drones. It's timely and strong. The total amount of this support package from the United States is almost $3 billion.




  I thank President Biden, I thank the congressmen and all Americans who value freedom, and who know that freedom is worth protecting, and who heard Ukraine during my visit to Washington. We see absolutely concrete results of this visit and our negotiations.




  We now have a significant step forward by Germany to strengthen the security of not only Ukraine but also the whole of Europe, especially the entire region bordering Russia. Strengthening our air defenses is a direct de-escalation effort here and now. The fewer opportunities Russia has to terrorize peaceful cities, the less the overall potential of Russian aggression will be.




  I thank Chancellor Scholz for the decision to provide Ukraine with the Patriot air defense system! Together with the brilliant German IRIS-T, the Patriot system will make Ukrainian and European skies much safer.




  Also today, with Mr. Chancellor, we discussed other aspects of our defense cooperation, in particular, 40 Marder vehicles and other things that are necessary to stop Russian aggression.




  A very important talk was held today with Prime Minister of Japan Kishida.




  Last year, Japan became a leader among Asian countries in the protection of freedom and international law. I am sure that this year too – especially with Japan's chairmanship of the Group of Seven, which began in January – we will be able to do even more together for our common security. Actually, today we agreed on priorities for cooperation this year.




  And I thank Mr. Prime Minister for a very serious package of energy assistance – powerful generators for our country and people.




  Today's conversation with the Prime Minister of Sweden can also be called strategic. The Swedish Presidency of the Council of the European Union has now begun, and we expect to begin negotiations on Ukraine's membership in the European Union during the Swedish presidency. It's an important motivational element for Ukraine and all Europeans. Despite any attempts by Russia to destabilize Europe, together we become even stronger in all aspects, including institutional ones.




  So, as of now, for Ukraine, there is more air defense, more armored vehicles, for the first time – Western tanks, more guns and rounds, more energy and political opportunities. And all this means more protection for Ukrainians and all Europeans from any manifestations of Russian terror.




  Ruscism must lose this war – in everything and everywhere. On land, in the sky, on the sea, in energy, in the economy, in politics, and finally – on the dock in the international tribunal for this aggression against Ukraine. Every day, together with our partners, we bring this sentence for terrorists closer. Peace is getting closer every day.




  I will continue our diplomatic marathon next week. Let's make Ukraine even stronger!




  I thank everyone who defends our country! Thanks to everyone who keeps Bakhmut and Donetsk region! To everyone who is moving forward in Luhansk region! To all who hold the south! To all who defend our sky!




  Dear Ukrainians!




  Please remember what evil is at war against us. Pay attention to the air raid alerts, and especially during these holidays. Our air defense fighters will do everything possible. But please help them by taking care of your own safety.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear people!




  My sincere congratulations to millions of Ukrainian families who gather together today to spend Christmas Eve and meet the first star. It announces the birth of Christ.




  This is a holiday of harmony and family unity. And together we are all a big Ukrainian family. And no matter where we are now - at home, at work, in a trench, on the road, in Ukraine or abroad - our family is united as never before. In its courage, steadfastness, mutual respect and mutual assistance.




  United in its belief in a single victory.




  We are bringing it closer together. Every day. Together we stand for each other, side by side. Every day. We protect our land, our culture, our traditions, our faith. As our ancestors Cossacks did - defenders of faith and the Church of Christ. And as it was done by all their descendants and successors of the traditions of our army and our people.




  Our ancestors believed that on Christmas Eve the souls of deceased relatives descend from heaven. As it is sung, to see those who were left on earth. Today the spirits of our ancestors help us every day. To fight those who came to our land. We live in special times. And all our holidays are special. And we have to break some of our traditions to protect our traditions.




  On holidays, you cannot wear dark or old, worn clothes so that trouble does not come to your home. But trouble came to our home on February 24, 2022, so since then we are not in white clothes and we are fighting against black forces.




  Guests should be treated with special friendliness and care. Guests, not occupiers. It is forbidden to clean and take out the garbage from the house on a holy day, but we’ve been fighting against devils and taking out the garbage from our house for more than 300 days in a row. It is forbidden to sew and knit, but we weave camouflage nets and sew bulletproof vests, overcoming evil. Our ancestors did not go hunting these days, but we fight so that we do not become prey and defeat the beast.




  God sees it. The world sees it. "Carol of the Bells", written to the music of Mykola Leontovych, is sung in more than 150 variations. Ukrainian "Shchedryk" brings Christmas spirit to the whole planet. The spirit of hope, goodness and miracle. This year, this spirit is brought to the world not only by our music, but also by Ukrainian courage, indomitability and invincibility. Our ancestors believed that heavens open on Christmas night. And if at this time you ask the higher powers about your dream, it will certainly come true.




  Today we all have one dream. May harmony come to every family, welfare to every home, victory to the Ukrainian land, and with it – peace and prosperity for thousands of years.




  I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a delicious kutia!




  Take care of yourself, take care of your families, take care of our Ukraine!




  Christ is being Born! Glorify Him!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  Today was another active diplomatic day - four more leaders of partner states were fully informed about Ukraine's defense needs and the nearest plans of the terrorist state.




  Russia will not be able to conceal in silence its preparations for a new wave of aggression against Ukraine and the whole of Europe. The world will know in all details - how and when the aggressor is preparing a new escalation in this war. And every new mobilization step of Russia will be known to the world even before Russia makes it. We will ensure this.




  And we strengthen the defense of Ukraine every day.




  I always discuss two things with all leaders - more defense support for our state, that is, more weapons for our army, and more protection for all Ukrainians - protection on the ground, in the sky and at sea.




  My conversation with Prime Minister of Croatia Plenković today was not only meaningful, as always, but also quite inspiring.




  I heard the full support for our state, as well as the readiness of Croatia to be a leader in the implementation of those steps that guarantee the return of security elements to Ukraine and Europe in general. Croatia is ready to be a leader in those efforts that are necessary to clear our land from Russian mines and unexploded shells. This is one of the vital tasks for our country and all Europeans.




  No part of Europe should be - and will not be - contaminated with mines, no matter how hard Russia tries to fill our land with its instruments of death.




  My today's conversation with the President of Latvia was also devoted to the path that our entire continent must take to ensure truly reliable security after the defeat of Russian aggression. We discussed the points of the Ukrainian Peace Formula - security, restoration of our territorial integrity and full force of the UN Charter, as well as the fair responsibility of Russia and all its murderers for the terror against Ukrainians.




  I would also like to mention the conversation with President of Türkiye Erdoğan - it concerned many elements of security in our Black Sea region.




  Of course, we talked about the necessary steps to ensure food security and what needs to be done for nuclear safety and prevention of any radiation incidents, the threat of which Russia has made, unfortunately, quite real.




  We also talked about the dynamics of the situation in our region - about the fact that the masters of Russia are now in a rather desperate situation due to the defeats of the occupiers at the front and are ready for various manipulations.




  I am grateful to President Erdoğan for supporting our state and the necessity of fair restoration of the security of Ukraine and the whole of Europe based on the restoration of our territorial integrity.




  My conversation with Prime Minister of Spain Sánchez was very meaningful and timely. On the eve of the new meeting in the Ramstein format, it is very important for each of our partners to know 100% the real situation on the frontline and what our Defense Forces are ready for. I thank Mr. Prime Minister Sánchez and all Spaniards for their unwavering support of our commitment to defend freedom.




  And today I would like to express separate gratitude to President Biden and Chancellor Scholz for the decision to strengthen our defense, a very important decision. We will have another Patriot battery and powerful armored vehicles - this is truly a great victory for our country. All details and terms will be announced tomorrow - after my conversation with Mr. Chancellor.




  Today, I also held a meeting of the Staff devoted primarily to the needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and all our defense and security forces. We understand that we must use the nearest time - January and the beginning of February - to be ready for any attempts of terrorists to use new mobilization resources of Russia.




  Today, I would like to commend our fighters of the 54th separate mechanized brigade who have been successfully holding positions in the Bakhmut direction for many months. And also - the fighters of the 35th marine brigade for the gradual, step by step liberation of our territories in the Donetsk direction. Thank you, warriors!




  I am grateful to each and everyone who provides us with the much needed resilience and progress in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions!




  And one more thing I want to remind the citizens of Russia today.




  On November 15, the Ukrainian Peace Formula was presented. One of its points provides for the withdrawal of Russian occupation troops from the territory of our country. This is a guaranteed and reliable way to cease fire, stop casualties and war in general.




  As of the morning of the same day, the number of Russian soldiers killed was 82,000.




  On December 12, Russia received an offer to begin implementation of the Peace Formula with the withdrawal of occupation troops just on Christmas Day.




  As of that day already, the number of Russian soldiers killed was almost 95,000.




  Apparently both of our proposals have not been heard by the leaders of your country... In the place where they are, apparently, it is too deep to hear.




  As of today, you have already lost almost 110,000 of your soldiers killed in this war.




  Those who continued the terror against our country and sent all those people of yours to the slaughter, rejecting our offers to stop the Russian aggression, certainly do not value life and definitely do not seek peace.




  Now they want to use Christmas as a cover to at least briefly stop the advance of our guys in Donbas and bring equipment, ammunition and mobilized men closer to our positions. What will this bring? Just another increase in the death toll.




  Everyone in the world knows how the Kremlin uses respites at war to continue the war with renewed vigor. But to end the war faster, that is not what is needed at all. What is needed is the citizens of Russia who will find the courage to free themselves of their shameful fear of one man in the Kremlin, at least for 36 hours, at least at Christmas time.




  Your fear of him destroys your country, which is also already deep... But not in a bunker.




  To end the war is to end your state's aggression. Even when your missiles and drones are not hitting our cities, the terror in the occupied territories continues. You don't give Ukrainians any respite. People are tortured, electrocuted, raped. This continues every day while your soldiers are on our soil.




  And the war will be over when your soldiers either leave or we drive them out.




  So, let them take the toilet bowls - they'll need them on the road - and go back home. Behind our border of 1991.




  I thank everyone who helps our people defend freedom!




  I thank everyone who fights and works to defeat terrorists!




  Glory to our strong people! 




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today we have new and powerful results from our diplomatic marathon.




  France takes European defense support for Ukraine to a new level, and I thank President Macron for this leadership.




  We will receive more armored vehicles, in particular wheeled tanks of French production. This is what sends a clear signal to all our other partners: there is no rational reason why Ukraine has not yet been supplied with Western-type tanks. And this is very important to restore security for all Ukrainians and peace for all Europeans.




  Before the new "Ramstein" such signal is extremely relevant. We must put an end to the Russian aggression this year exactly and not postpone any of the defensive capabilities that can speed up the defeat of the terrorist state. Modern Western armored vehicles, Western-type tanks are just one of these key capabilities.




  I want to thank Denmark today after the conversation with Prime Minister Frederiksen. I informed her of the current situation on the frontline, that Russia is planning another wave of aggression for the coming months. We must make this wave the last one - no chance for revenge for terrorists.




  Today, I have heard strong support for Ukraine from Denmark, readiness to strengthen our positions in the fight against aggression together. And it is very important that this year Denmark will defend the security and interests of Europe and international law just as after February 24.




  I had a conversation with the President of Romania today. It was a meaningful and multifaceted conversation. I thanked Mr. President for the level of cooperation we achieved last year. This applies to political, defense and economic cooperation as well. We have done a lot together to protect the Black Sea region. I am confident that this year we will do even more.




  As I have already said, I will continue such diplomatic activity every day - this marathon of negotiations with the leaders of partner states and friends of Ukraine around the world. We are already responding and will respond very concretely and effectively to any new attempt of the aggressor to additionally mobilize and throw something more against Ukraine. Exactly with what is necessary on the battlefield and for the protection of the entire territory of our state.




  Each of our partners will have very specific information about our defense needs. And we all have the same goal: to put an end to Russian aggression as soon as possible, to restore reliable and lasting peace.




  We are discussing our initiative - our Peace Formula - with all leaders. These are ten clear points. All security elements, our territorial integrity, complete withdrawal of Russian troops from the territory of Ukraine and full guarantee of justice, that is, punishment of all those guilty of this aggression and crimes against Ukraine and Ukrainians, as well as compensation for all damages caused to Ukraine at the expense of the assets of the terrorist state.




  Today, I would like to praise our warriors in the Bakhmut direction, in particular, the special unit of the Main Intelligence Directorate of Ukraine "Shaman", as well as the border guards of the Luhansk detachment, who, together with the fighters of the International Legion of Defense of Ukraine, inflict numerous losses to the enemy and drive the occupants out of their positions on the outskirts of Bakhmut. This is a good result, and I am grateful for it.




  Each such result and each day of the enemy's failures in the Bakhmut direction and in Donbas in general is a significant weakening of the aggressor state. The occupants have been postponing the date when they expect to capture the entire Donbas for six months. They have been expecting to do it by the New Year - and our defenders are demonstrating success again. The invaders are constantly increasing their forces in the Donetsk region - they are doing it now as well. And every such day with our successes is a new proof of the insanity of the very idea to attack Ukraine. If only such news from the front can return a sense of reality to everyone in Russia, we will have to ensure it as much as possible.




  And we must understand how difficult and painful this task is. But it cannot be otherwise. Terrorists must lose despite everything they try to do to strengthen themselves.




  I am grateful to our defenders of the Bakhmut fortress!




  I am grateful to all our warriors who withstand the pressure in the Soledar direction and defend their positions!




  I am grateful, of course, to all our fighters who provide quite encouraging news from the Luhansk region and certain southern areas of our country!




  Thank you to all who fight for Ukraine! 




  Thank you to all who help us!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  I have just finished a conversation with the Prime Minister of Canada, and this is the fourth international conversation today. The Prime Minister of the Netherlands, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, the Prime Minister of Norway. And now Justin Trudeau.




  We started this year with what Ukraine needs most right now - on the eve of new mobilization processes being prepared by the terrorist state. Now is the moment when together with our partners we must strengthen our defense.




  We have no doubt that the current masters of Russia will throw everything they have left and everyone they can muster to try to turn the tide of the war and at least postpone their defeat.




  We have to disrupt this Russian scenario. We are preparing for this. The terrorists must lose. Any attempt at their new offensive must fail. This will be the final defeat of the terrorist state. I thank all partners who understand this.




  Russia mobilizes those whom it wants to throw to death, we mobilize the civilized world. For the sake of life.




  I am grateful to Canada for its unwavering defense, sanction and financial support. Today we discussed with Prime Minister Trudeau how we can further increase pressure on Russia. I feel that Canadian assistance to our defense will remain strong this year.




  I thank Norway for the very powerful decisions that have already been taken and that are still being prepared. This applies to armed support as well - Norway's role can become truly historic in the defense of Europe if we implement everything we are talking about now. This also applies to the support of our energy system. In particular, I thank Norway for its readiness to help provide Ukraine with the necessary volume of gas for this winter.




  I am grateful to the UK for the fully concrete agreements reached, first of all in the defense sphere. Today, in the conversation with Prime Minister Sunak, I felt that we equally perceive the importance of this year, the prospects of this year. The fact that it is possible to achieve a pivotal advantage right now, not allowing Russia to win back on this or that front direction.




  I am grateful to the Netherlands for sharing with us the same understanding of justice, of how this war should end. Today I have informed Mr. Prime Minister Rutte on the nearest intentions of the enemy, on what Russia is preparing for the winter months and the beginning of spring. I am confident that Ukraine will be heard in Europe.




  And every day I will continue such diplomatic activity - both formal and informal, both public and non-public.




  This morning, I held a regular meeting of the Staff. A long one. There were reports from the Commander-in-Chief on the operational situation at the front, the head of intelligence - on what to expect from the enemy in the coming weeks and months. We determine the needs of Ukraine, our defense, our energy sector in great detail. And we are working to meet each of the needs, in particular with partners.




  And one more thing.




  Yesterday Russian terrorists destroyed the ice arena in Druzhkivka, Donetsk region. With a missile.




  This ice arena - "Altair" - started working before the war, when Donbas had a normal life before Russia came. Children trained there. There was a children's sports school. Hockey competitions were held there. People played sports there, celebrated and just enjoyed life. Kramatorsk, Slovyansk, Kostyantynivka, Bakhmut, Pokrovsk, Donetsk, Toretsk and other cities and villages of Donbas - everyone knew what kind of arena it was, and many people visited it. Last year it was used to collect and distribute humanitarian aid.




  The Russian missile against Altair in Druzhkivka is another confession of the terrorist state. It is a confession of what it came to Donbas with and what we will definitely oust from there. Death will not prevail in Donbas, and we must do everything to throw out its tricolor from Donbas and other lands of Ukraine.




  I thank everyone who fights and works for our victory! 




  I thank everyone who helps protect life!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  Only two days have passed since the beginning of the year, and the number of Iranian drones shot down over Ukraine is already more than eighty. This number may increase in the near future. Because these weeks the nights can be quite restless.




  We have information that Russia is planning a prolonged attack with "Shaheds". Its bet may be on exhaustion. On exhaustion of our people, our air defense, our energy sector.




  But we must ensure - and we will do everything for this - that this goal of terrorists fails like all the others.




  Today, I would like to mention the Air Commands "Center", "South" and "East" for the successful protection of the sky these days. And especially - the warriors of the 96th Kyiv, 208th Kherson and 138th Dnipro anti-aircraft missile brigades, the 301st Nikopol anti-aircraft missile regiment of the Air Forces, as well as the warriors of the 39th anti-aircraft missile regiment of the Ground Forces.




  Of course, I am grateful to our pilots, the pilots of our fighters and warriors of mobile firing groups.




  Now is the time when everyone involved in the protection of the sky should be especially attentive.




  The Russian regime needs mobilizing emotions. Something that they want to demonstrate to their country in order to continue lying that everything is going "according to the plan". And our task is to give Ukraine every day successes, achievements, even small, yet victories over terrorists and terror. Each shot down drone, each shot down missile, each day with electricity for our people and minimal schedules of blackouts are exactly such victories.




  And every step forward of our servicemen at the front, every saved position is such successes that are of strategic importance now.




  We must increase the price of new mobilization and war in general for the terrorist state as much as possible. I am grateful to every warrior of ours who ensures this!




  I am grateful to everyone who stands near Bakhmut! I am grateful to everyone who despite everything holds positions in Soledar and other areas!




  Thank you for the Luhansk region, for the south!




  No matter how difficult it is now, we must endure it. For it to be easier at the end of this winter.




  Today I spoke with President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen. I am glad that the first international conversation in the new year was held with the head of the European Commission.




  We equally understand the challenges of this winter, this year for Ukraine and the whole of Europe. We have discussed financial support for our state - in January, we expect the first tranche of macro-financial aid, as was agreed upon last year.




  This is extremely important right now, when Russia is trying to gather new forces for aggression.




  We have also discussed the preparation of the Ukraine-EU Summit to be held in early February. I believe that at this summit, we will be able to outline the key new steps for this year for our common resilience, for our common victory.




  Today, I held a special preparatory meeting with members of the NSDC and representatives of the Cabinet of Ministers, the Verkhovna Rada and the Office on global trends for Ukraine this year and in the future. I instructed to elaborate draft decisions of the NSDC for the internal transformation of our state to continue and for us to ensure security and leadership of Ukraine under any external conditions.




  I am grateful to everyone who will be on duty at combat posts tonight! 




  I am grateful to all who are fighting for our native Ukraine!




  I am grateful to everyone who helps!




  Glory to Ukraine!




President of Ukraine: Our sense of unity and authenticity contrasts dramatically with the fear that prevails in Russia,
 1 January 2023  678





  

    Table of Contents

  




  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  New year, new day, new summaries. 45 "Shaheds" were shot down on the first night of the year.




  I thank our Air Forces - pilots, anti-aircraft warriors. 33 "Shaheds" are on their account. Gratitude to the air defense of our Ground Forces for another 12 downed Iranian drones. Well done, guys!




  Russian terrorists were pathetic, and they entered this year staying the same. Our defenders were awesome, and on January 1 they showed themselves very well.




  You know, these days it was clearly seen how far we have moved away, mentally, humanly from what Russia is "boiling" in. Our sense of unity, authenticity, life itself - all this contrasts dramatically with the fear that prevails in Russia.




  They are afraid. You can feel it. And they are right to be afraid. Because they are losing. Drones, missiles, anything else will not help them. Because we are together. And they are together only with fear.




  And they will not take away a single year from Ukraine, they will not take away our independence. We will not give them anything.




  I thank everyone who is fighting the enemy at the frontline every day and every night! We respond to every Russian strike at Kherson, Nikopol, Kharkiv region, all our cities and communities. It is very tangible for them.




  I am grateful to all our energy workers, utility workers for stable energy supply and a minimum of outages - taking into account all the existing circumstances. Wherever transmission lines and other energy facilities are damaged by shelling, the restoration continues around the clock. Today as well.




  And it is very important how all Ukrainians recharged their inner energy this New Year's Eve.




  And how we thanked our warriors. How we thanked our loved ones. How millions of times all over Ukraine, all over the free world, our wish - the wish of victory - has sounded and still sounds.




  We will do everything to make it so!




  Glory to all our warriors!




  Glory to each and everyone who works for the victory of Ukraine!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  Today I have been working in the regions all day. Donbas – the frontline, our warriors, the region. The Kharkiv region after that - the situation in Kharkiv, on the border, in all districts of the region, restoration, protection of critical infrastructure.




  I started from the front, from the Bakhmut area. It is an honor for me to support our warriors who are defending the country in the toughest frontline conditions. I presented state awards, thanked our soldiers for their bravery, for their resilience, for Ukraine - which we are preserving thanks to such heroes, thanks to each and every one of them who is fighting against Russian evil.




  I paid a visit to the wounded warriors. I wished them - and I'm sure on behalf of all of you, all of our people - a speedy recovery.




  I thanked the doctors and nurses. And now I want to thank everyone who supports our soldiers recovering from injuries. Who helps with everything necessary, our doctors, everyone who works for rehabilitation after injuries. I am grateful to every volunteer, every partner of ours who helps!




  It is distressing to look at the cities of Donbas, to which Russia has brought terrible suffering and ruin. The almost constant, hourly air-alert siren in Kramatorsk, the constant threat of shelling, the constant threat to life... Right there, in Donbas, in the Kharkiv region - wherever Russian evil has come, it is obvious that the terrorist state cannot be stopped by anything other than one thing - our victory. And we will ensure it - the Ukrainian victory.




  In all areas of the east of our country, where there is a Ukrainian flag, there is also hope. It is felt. We will do everything so that the blue and yellow colors continue their liberation movement - returning normal life to our entire land, from Donetsk to the border.




  We will certainly respond to the occupier for every attack on our cities... Today's Russian strikes at Zaporizhzhia, the night attack on the Kyiv region... All Russian strikes will receive a military, political, and legal response.




  Russia will lose this war. There is no subject in the world who does not feel this already. Everyone understands all this. And every Russian murderer should understand that an arrest warrant is the best thing that can happen to them.




  My condolences to all our people who lost their relatives and loved ones due to Russian terror!




  In the second half of the day, I, my team, the Head of the Office - we all worked in the Kharkiv region. Just as in the Donetsk region, I held a meeting on the situation in the region, on social and security needs.




  It is very important that Kharkiv stands strong. Well done! Thank you, people of Kharkiv! You hold on with confidence. The city lives, the city fights, Kharkiv gives strength to our entire east. I thank everyone who stayed in Kharkiv, who works, who gives work to others, who maintains security, protects the border! Thank you to everyone - in positions, at posts, at critical infrastructure facilities, utility workers, local authorities, businesses, educators...




  The representatives of the region informed me about some issues that must be resolved by the government for stable social security of all those who work for our people in the Kharkiv region. These issues were discussed. We also discussed issues of reconstruction, humanitarian demining, and restoration of energy networks. Everything that is within the competence of the government will be done for sure.




  And, of course, I was very pleased to hand over a special award to Kharkiv... Award of the hero city, a ribbon on the city's flag denoting the special bravery of the people of Kharkiv.




  And one more thing.




  This evening begins the holy month of Ramadan for Muslims. A significant part of our Ukrainian Muslim community, the Crimean Tatar people, is forced to meet Ramadan under occupation, under the threat of Russian repression and abuse in Crimea, under shelling in other parts of Ukraine, and in frontline battles.




  I have no doubt that we will return freedom, respect, and security to our entire state and to all communities. And may the power of prayer in this holy month help us cleanse Ukraine of Russian godless evil, of those who truly believe in nothing, and that is why they are capable of such terror. Let the next Ramadan begin in peace and on the entire Ukrainian land free from Russia. Ramadan Mubarak!




  Glory to all who are now fighting for Ukraine and the people!




  Gratitude to everyone who helps every day!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians!




  This year began on February 24. Without prefaces and preludes. Sharply. Early. At 4 o'clock.




  It was dark. It was loud. It was hard for many and scary for some. 311 days have passed. It can still be dark, loud, and complicated for us. But we will definitely never be afraid again. And we'll never be ashamed.




  It was our year. Year of Ukraine. Year of Ukrainians.




  We woke up on February 24. Into another life. Being another people. Another Ukrainians. The first missiles finally destroyed the labyrinth of illusions. We saw who was who. What friends and enemy are capable of, and most importantly, what we are capable of.




  On February 24, millions of us made a choice. Not a white flag, but a blue and yellow flag. Not escaping, but meeting. Meeting the enemy. Resisting and fighting.




  The explosions on February 24 stunned us. Since then we have not heard everything. And we don't listen to everyone. We were told: you have no other option but to surrender. We say: we have no other option than to win.




  On February 24, we began to create our victory. From many bricks – hundreds of other victories.




  We have overcome the panic. We did not run away but united. We have overcome doubts, despair, and fear. We believed in ourselves and in our strength. The Armed Forces of Ukraine. Intelligence. National Guard. SBU. Special Operations Forces. Border guards. Territorial defense forces. Air defense forces. The police. The State Emergency Service. All our defense and security forces. I am proud of you all, our warriors!




  This year can be called a year of losses for Ukraine, for the whole of Europe, and the whole world. But it's wrong. We shouldn't say that.




  We haven't lost anything. It was taken from us. Ukraine did not lose its sons and daughters – they were taken away by murderers. Ukrainians did not lose their homes – they were destroyed by terrorists. We did not lose our lands – they were occupied by invaders. The world did not lose peace – Russia destroyed it.




  This year has struck our hearts. We've cried out all the tears. All the prayers have been yelled. 311 days. We have something to say about every minute. But most of the words are superfluous. They are not needed. No explanations or decorations are needed. Silence is needed to hear. Pauses are needed to realize.




  The morning of February 24.




  Hostomel. Bucha. Irpin. Borodianka. Kharkiv.
 Mriya.




  Kramatorsk Station. Toy.




  Chernihiv.




  Mariupol. Drama Theater. The word "Children" written.




  Olenivka.




  Odesa. Multi-story building. Girl. Three months old.




  Vilniansk. Maternity hospital. Baby. Two days old.




  Azovstal.




  It's impossible to forget. And it's impossible to forgive. But it's possible to win.




  We stood on our feet because there was something that kept us going. Our spirit.




  Defense of Kyiv.




  Kharkiv.




  Mykolaiv.




  Chornobayivka.




  Snake Island.




  HIMARS.




  Antonivsky Bridge.




  "Cotton" pops.




  Crimean Bridge.




  Neptune.




  Cruiser Moskva.




  Russian warship.




  Izyum, Balakliya and Kupyansk.




  Kherson.




  And we pray that there will be Kreminna and Svatove, Melitopol, all of Donbas, Crimea.




  We fight and will continue to fight. For the sake of the main word: "victory."




  It will be for sure. We are approaching it for 311 days.




  We gave it a lot of strength. But at the moment, when it seems that you can't go any further, remember that we have already passed with you.




  I want to say to all of you: Ukrainians, you are incredible! See what we have done and what we are doing!




  How our soldiers have been smashing this "second army of the world" since the first days.




  How our people stopped their equipment and infantry columns.




  How an old man used his hands to stop a tank.




  How a woman knocked down a drone with a jar of tomatoes.




  How enemy tanks, armored personnel carriers, helicopters, shells were stolen during the occupation.




  How we fundraised for Shahed hunters, naval drones, armored vehicles, ambulance vehicles and Bayraktar drones in several hours.




  How we withstood all threats, shelling, cluster bombs, cruise missiles, darkness and cold.




  How we supported each other and the state.




  Everyone is important in war.




  Who holds a weapon, the steering wheel of a car, the helm of a ship or plane, a scalpel, or a pointer.




  Everyone who is behind a laptop, who drives a combine harvester, a train.




  Who is at a roadblock and a power plant.




  Journalists and diplomats, utility workers and rescuers.




  All. Who is working. Studying at a university or school. And even those who are just learning to walk.




  All this is for their sake. Our children. Our people. Our country.




  There are no small matters in a great war. There are no unnecessary ones. Each of us is a fighter. Each of us is a front. Each of us is the basis of the defense.




  We fight as one team – the whole country, all our regions. I admire you all. I want to thank every invincible region of Ukraine.




  Kharkiv. Mutilated but unconquered. You proved to the enemy that being close territorially does not mean being close in mind. Kharkiv is a Ukrainian city. The hero city.




  Invincible Mykolaiv. Heroically withstands all blows. The city on a wave that overcomes all storms.




  Sumy city and the region. You were one of the first to feel the full-scale invasion of the invaders. Sumy region became a bone in their throat for them. Ordinary people made Molotov cocktails, burned enemy columns, took the first prisoners. Sumy region is a force.




  Dnipro. The support and reliable rear of our front. You received people, you got the lives of wounded soldiers back. Despite constant barrages, Dnipro lives on.




  Odesa. Sunny and friendly, now a fortress. World fortress. Which defends us and which defends the world. Feeds it by sending millions of tonnes of salvation by sea every day. Because it is Odesa Mama.




  Kherson! You are heroic people! You have been under occupation for more than eight months. No news. No communication. Separated from Ukraine.




  Thousands of you took part in actions against the ruscists. You did not know whether we saw it in Ukraine or knew about it. The occupiers lied to you that Ukraine abandoned you and would not fight for you. But you believed and waited despite everything. The face of Kherson is cut by fragments of shells, but the main thing is that we welcome the New Year free and together under blue and yellow flags. And therefore, we will restore everything, rebuild everything. Just like Chernihiv and Zaporizhzhia, and Kramatorsk, and Bakhmut.




  Those that became a refuge for millions of Ukrainians: Rivne, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ternopil, Vinnytsia. I thank you! Those who receive and transfer millions of tonnes of aid from Europe and the world: Lviv, Uzhgorod, Chernivtsi, Lutsk. Thank you! Those who accept the evacuation of businesses, enterprises, universities: Khmelnytsky, Zhytomyr, Kropyvnytsky, Poltava, Cherkasy. Thank you!




  And those who are waiting for Ukraine. And will wait. Donbas, Luhansk region, Crimea. Thanks to you, our warriors!




  And, of course, Kyiv region and the city are our heart, which always beats thanks to you, all our Ukrainians!




  We are all one family. One Ukraine.




  This is the year when Ukraine changed the world. And the world discovered Ukraine. We were told to surrender. We chose a counterattack! We were told to make concessions and compromises. We are joining the European Union and NATO.




  The world heard Ukraine. European Parliament, Bundestag, the UK Parliament, Knesset, the US Congress.




  The world felt Ukraine. Ukraine in the media. In the hearts of people. At the top of Google search.




  The world saw Ukraine. On the main squares in Toronto, New York, London, Warsaw, Florence, Sydney, and other cities.




  Ukrainians surprise. Ukrainians are applauded. Ukrainians inspire.




  Is there anything that can scare us? No. Is there anyone who can stop us? No.




  Because we are all together.




  It is what we are fighting for. One for each other.




  The best salute for us is at the warehouses of the occupiers. The best gift is the numbers in the report of the General Staff.




  We do not know for sure what the new year 2023 will bring us. But ready for anything.




  New achievements? We will be happy. New hits? We will be steadfast. Continuation of the fight? We will fight. And when we win, we will hug.




  Dear Ukrainians!




  A few minutes remain until the New Year. I want to wish all of us one thing – victory. And that's the main thing. One wish for all Ukrainians.




  Let this year be the year of return. The return of our people. Soldiers – to their families. Prisoners – to their homes. Immigrants – to their Ukraine.




  Return of our lands. And the temporarily occupied will become forever free.




  Return to normal life. To happy moments without curfew. To earthly joys without air alerts.




  The return of what has been stolen from us. The childhood of our children, the peaceful old age of our parents.




  So that grandchildren come to visit their grandparents during the holidays. To eat watermelons in Kherson. And the cherry in Melitopol.




  So that our cities are free. Our friends are faithful.




  And so that our main figure and main success appeared in reports near the figure of 100,000 destroyed enemies, thousands of units of destroyed Russian equipment – it is 603,628 square kilometers. The area of independent Ukraine, as it was since 1991. As it will always be.




  May the New Year bring all this. We are ready to fight for it. That's why each of us is here. I'm here. We are here. You are here. Everyone is here. We are all Ukraine.




  Glory to Ukraine!




  Happy New Year!
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  December 31st... Today, this Russian missile attack is not the end of the year, no matter how much the terrorists want it. It's the outcome of Russia's fate.




  The terrorist state will not be forgiven. And those who give orders for such strikes, and those who carry them out, will not receive a pardon. To put it mildly.




  Several missile attack waves on New Year's Day. Missiles against people. It's against the people.




  NONhumans did it, NONhumans will lose. And you and I know it. Terrorists cannot change it.




  At Easter, they made such attacks, at Christmas, at New Year... They call themselves Christians, they are very proud of their Orthodoxy. But they are following the devil. They support him and are together with him.




  And I'll tell you about it in Russian.




  All this war that you are waging, you are Russia, it is not the war with NATO, as your propagandists lie. It is not for something historical. It's for one person to remain in power until the end of his life. And what will be with all of you, citizens of Russia, does not concern him.




  Your leader wants to show that he has the troops behind him and that he is ahead. But he is just hiding. He hides behind the troops, behind missiles, behind the walls of his residences and palaces.




  He hides behind you and burns your country and your future. No one will ever forgive you for terror. No one in the world will forgive you for this. Ukraine will never forgive.




  And you yourself will not forgive him everything that he will destroy and everyone whom he will kill.




  Citizen of Ukraine!




  All our services work where there were missile hits. We provide assistance to those affected. Kyiv, Khmelnytsky, Zaporizhzhia, Mykolaiv this time...




  Unfortunately, there are casualties... My condolences to the families.




  Most of the missiles have been intercepted by our air defense forces. And these are lives saved. If it were not for air defense, the number of casualties would have been different. Much bigger. And this is yet another proof for the world that support for Ukraine must be increased.




  I thank all the partners who helped with the air defense. IRIS-T, Crotale, NASAMS, Hawk. MANPADS Perun, Mistral, etc. Next year it will be Patriot. This year, a lot of S-300s were made, which we also received.




  Each of these systems is a counter to terror, it's what proves the strength of normal people and the ineffectiveness of terrorists. A weapon against terror is a means for peace.




  And every day – today is no exception – we release our people. A total of 140 people were returned from Russian captivity today. 22 officers, 118 privates and sergeants. In total, since February 24, we have returned home 1,596 Ukrainian men and women.




  Thanks to our team! Thanks to everyone who protects Ukraine! To everyone who is now on the front line! Thanks to everyone who fights for our country!




  Thanks to Air Defense Forces! And please, citizens, don't ignore the sirens. Thanks to our energy workers - everyone who removes the consequences of terrorist attacks.




  It will be the New Year now.




  We'll be in touch with you the whole time!




  We are all working.




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Dear Ukrainians, I wish you health!




  I held another meeting of the Staff – already the 45th this year.




  The main thing is Donetsk region, Luhansk region – our Donbas, where the fiercest battles are going on. Bakhmut, Soledar, Kreminna... In general, we hold our positions. There are also areas of the front where we are slowly advancing. And I thank all our soldiers who ensure this. You are real heroes!




  We discussed the situation in the south, on our border, the supply of weapons, and the further strengthening of air defense.




  This year, we not only maintained our air defenses, but we made them stronger than ever. But in the new year Ukrainian air defense will become even stronger, even more effective.




  Ukrainian air defense can become the most powerful in Europe, and this will be a guarantee of security not only for our country, but also for the entire continent.




  After the meeting of the Staff, at a separate meeting we discussed the situation in the energy industry, what we are preparing for.




  We have a clear strategy for ensuring the generation and supply of electricity. It takes time to implement it. It takes a lot of effort. But it will be. It will be mandatory. It is one of the most important tasks for the next year, and I have no doubt that we will accomplish it.




  Today I spoke with the Prime Minister of Greece. We summarized the year, and I thanked Greece for supporting our country. We agreed for next year how we can make cooperation even more meaningful.




  I held a meeting with our diplomats. There are many questions, but the main thing is the measures we are preparing to strengthen Ukraine already in January and February.




  Ukraine will retain the achieved leadership in foreign policy and will be even more active, that's for sure.




  And one more.




  Today, for the first time, the ceremony of awarding our volunteers with the Golden Heart took place.




  It is fair and honest – at the end of the year, to recognize those who help our defense, help people and our entire state all year long.




  Thank you to everyone who fights for our country. Who helps Ukrainians. Who works for Ukraine and our future.




  Glory to all our people!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Good health to you, fellow Ukrainians!




  First of all, I want to thank our Air Forces servicemen, Ukrainian air defense, which successfully repelled another Russian attack today.




  54 missiles and 11 attack drones were shot down.




  Our warriors all over Ukraine distinguished themselves, and I thank all our Air Commands: Center, South, East and West.




  And especially we are grateful to the warriors of the 96th Kyiv, 160th Odesa, 208th Kherson anti-aircraft missile brigades, whose results are the best today.




  Unfortunately, there were several hits. Our power engineers and repair crews are doing everything to make Ukrainians feel the consequences of the terrorists' strike as little as possible. And I thank everyone who is working to restore energy supply.




  As of this evening, there are power outages in most regions of Ukraine. It is especially difficult in Kyiv region and the capital, Lviv region, Odesa and the region, Kherson and the region, Vinnytsia region and Zakarpattia.




  But this is nothing compared to what could have happened, if it was not for our heroic anti-aircraft troops and air defense.




  With each such missile strike, Russia is only driving itself deeper into a dead end. They have fewer and fewer missiles. Instead, the status of the biggest terrorist in the world will have consequences for Russia and its citizens for a long time. And each missile only confirms that all this must end with a tribunal. And that is exactly what will happen.




  And despite all the strikes, the state works every day. The Office, the Cabinet of Ministers - everyone is working.




  In particular, today I had two large meetings, economic and defense. We are working to ensure that our defenders have more opportunities, more weapons, more drones.




  The situation on the frontline remained without significant changes over the last day.




  The most acute situation is in Bakhmut, Soledar, over the entire line in the Donetsk region. The enemy has not abandoned the insane idea to capture the Donetsk region... Now they set themselves a task - for the New Year.




  I am grateful to all our guys who have been proving to the occupiers for months that it is us who  will set and achieve goals on our land.




  I am grateful to everyone who defends the Ukrainian Donbas! To all who defend our Kharkiv region! To all who keep our south! Who protect our border...




  And, by the way, I thank those border guards who, together with all the defense forces, are fighting the enemy at the front. I thank the warriors of Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi and Mukachevo border guard detachments.




  Dear Ukrainians! 




  There are two days left in this year. Perhaps, the enemy will try once again to make us celebrate the New Year in darkness. Perhaps, the occupiers are planning to make us suffer with the next strikes at our cities.




  But no matter what they plan, we know one thing about ourselves: we will endure. For sure. We will drive them out. No doubts about that. And they will face punishment for this terrible war. The maximum punishment.




  I thank everyone who defends our state! I thank everyone who fights for our independence!




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  I wish you health, dear Ukrainians!




  Today - so it turned out - is the day of summing up this year and plans for the next year.




  I held a meeting with officials specializing in international relations regarding events and plans for January.




  I met with the Minister of Defense of France who arrived in Ukraine. We discussed cooperation over the year, the reconstruction of our country and another step in strengthening our air defense. Thank you, France!




  I met with government officials and heads of parliamentary committees. We discussed the solutions that are being prepared.




  Today, I also delivered the annual Message to the Verkhovna Rada on the external and internal situation of Ukraine. About how we all - all Ukrainians - changed the world this year and what we will do next year.




  Probably, you could already see the highlights of all these events in the news, or you will see them.




  I would like to add one more thing to everything that was done and said today. Add something non-political.




  No matter what is happening and what is on your mind, support each other. Necessarily.




  Please take the time to say kind words to those close to you. Even if these are not people close to you - just to other Ukrainians.




  Please find an opportunity and a moment to thank for the work, to praise for this or that effort, for the care.




  And if a person is in such a difficult situation, at such a difficult time, remains alone and for some reason does not have relatives, please ask if he or she needs help. Or just help without even asking.




  If you know that a person is waiting for a son or daughter from the war, please pay attention: say hello, listen, help.




  Hug your family more often. Tell your friends more often how much you appreciate them. Support colleagues more often. Thank your parents more often. Rejoice with children more often.




  Do not forget to call when relatives are waiting, even just to hear: how are you? Do not forget to write messages to friends and acquaintances at least sometimes - you should not lose contact now.




  And please don't forget to say thank you when you've been helped. Please try to support those who fight for our country.




  Our attention to others, when it may be lacking from one of our relatives - for various reasons, our words that can warm those around us when events are too cold, and our care for each other when circumstances are challenging - all this is also our common defense.




  We have not lost our humanity even though we have gone through terrible months. And we will not lose it even though there is also a difficult year ahead. We will reach victory. And we have to do it really together.




  Take care of Ukraine, appreciate each other and do everything to help our warriors!




  Every day - until victory.




  Glory to all our people! 




  Glory to Ukraine!
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  Glory to Ukraine!




  Dear Mr. Chairman, dear people's deputies of our strong Ukraine, dear government officials!




  Dear guests, dear attendees!




  Dear Ukrainian warriors!




  Ukrainian people!




  Let's talk about Ukraine today.




  About how everyone has changed in these 10 months. And about how we changed the whole world.




  About our strength.




  All this time we were one. Just like now in this hall, when everyone answered - "Glory to the heroes".




  Glory to Ukraine!




  Due to our unity, we have achieved what almost no one in the world, in the whole world, believed in. Almost no one except us.




  Ukraine has become one of the global leaders.




  Our national colors are today an international symbol of courage and indomitability of the whole world. In any country, on any continent, when they see blue and yellow, they know that it is about freedom. About the people who did not give up, who endured, who united the world. And who will win.




  Thanks to Ukraine, the world believed that values give strength. This belief emerged following our struggle. The world became convinced that tyranny will lose. Following our faith. The world saw that freedom can be victorious. Following our achievements on the battlefield. And all our warriors.




  It will definitely happen.




  Ukraine will definitely win.




  In 10 months of this year, we helped everyone. We helped the West find itself again, return to the global arena and feel how much the West prevails. No one in the West is afraid of Russia anymore and will never be.




  We helped the European Union acquire real agency. We helped Europe feel like not several championships with teams of different levels, but one strong team that, together with the whole free world, is fighting for this important victory.




  It was Ukraine that united the European Union. It turned out that it is possible!




  And now Europe defends itself. Europe overcomes crises. And this is despite the colossal resources thrown by Russia to break our continent.




  Everything that Russia tried to do against Europe did not work. Every Russian step was a mistake.




  And our steps did work.




  And for the first time in history, the European Union is helping to defend against such large-scale aggression. For the first time, a number of EU countries have changed their legislation and political rules and are now providing armed support to our state.




  For the first time in history, some European countries have reconsidered the concept of neutrality and resist aggression together with us, together with Ukraine.




  We helped Europe and most of the world feel that being neutral now is, pardon me, immoral. 143 states voted for the resolution of the UN General Assembly in support of the territorial integrity of Ukraine and the full implementation of the UN Charter.




  This is a really striking example. This is the biggest number in 10 months and 8 years. And I thank everyone who worked for this result. Unprecedentedly actively. Congratulations! This is a great victory!




  During this time after February 24, I alone had 850 international events. And this is how our entire diplomatic corps worked.




  Now I want to thank everyone who worked just like that, just as powerfully. All our diplomats, all our government officials and, of course, those people's deputies who helped the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Office build a pro-Ukrainian coalition in the world. I thank you!




  And I am thankful to all the leaders and nations who help us defend our independence, protect international law! Thank you to the honorable ambassadors of the countries - partners of ours, who are now present here, in this distinguished hall!




  Fellow Ukrainians!




  Look at how global priorities have changed.
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