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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.


COLOSSIANS 3:16 NKJV




Introduction


Traditional hymns are compelling expositions that proclaim biblical truths in profound ways. Poetic verse and evocative music beautifully intertwine, connecting our emotions with the heart of our glorious Creator. Hope soars in moments of doubt, fear, and tragedy; gratitude and joy erupt in a chorus of praise.


Hymns connect us to the saints of old who struggled with and celebrated their faith, encouraging unity among the body of Christ in a way that crosses into eternity.


The Greatest Hymns is a daily devotional that reflects on one hymn each day, providing an interesting fact, thoughtful meditation, relevant Scripture, and inspiring prayer provoked by that hymn. As you spend time contemplating each entry, be reminded of God’s faithfulness, goodness, and grace. His very character is apparent in the powerful rhetoric that has stood the test of time.
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January


Amazing grace, how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found Was blind but now I see.










JANUARY 1







At the Portal


“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”


DEUTERONOMY 31:6 NKJV







Standing at the portal


Of the opening year,


Words of comfort meet us,


Hushing every fear;


Spoken through the silence


By our Father’s voice,


Tender, strong and faithful,


Making us rejoice.


He will never fail us,


He will not forsake;


His eternal cov’nant


He will never break.


Resting on his promise,


What have we to fear?


God is all-sufficient


For the coming year.





As you stand on the precipice of this New Year, perhaps you feel anxiety or questions. Maybe you feel excitement and fresh resolve. Whatever emotions you experience today, there is comfort, peace, and hope in the Spirit of God who dwells with you. God is with you every step of the path that lies ahead. He is with you now.


Frances Havergal (1836-1879), the creator of today’s hymn, was the daughter of a reverend and the author of many hymns. After committing her life to Christ, she noted that everything seemed brighter. The Lord is a light, and all who walk in him are in his light. May you see the brightness of hope as you draw near to Christ.


Lord Jesus, thank you for the gift of a new year. As I look to you, I give you my worries and cares. Flood every fear with the power of your perfect love.







JANUARY 2







Great Is Thy Faithfulness


Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.


LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 NIV







Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,


There is no shadow of turning with thee.


Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;


As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.


Great is thy faithfulness!


Great is thy faithfulness!


Morning by morning new mercies I see;


All I have needed thy hand hath provided.


Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!


Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,


Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above


Join with all nature in manifold witness


To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.


Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,


Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,


Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,


Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!





Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) wrote this text as a poem and sent it to his musician friend, William Runyan, who composed the music. It was used often at Moody Bible Institute in chapels. Most of us know it from well-known singers and choirs like those at Bily Graham crusades. Its widespread use makes it familiar to many.


As you reflect on the great faithfulness of God your Father, may you see the new mercies he offers you today. There is grace in his presence, and provision for every need is in his hand.


Faithful One, thank you for the fresh mercies I find each new morning. You are faithful through every season and every circumstance.







JANUARY 3







God Our Help


“My God, do not take me in the middle of my life! Your years continue through all generations. But you are the same, and your years will never end.”


PSALM 102:24, 27 CSB







O God, our help in ages past,


Our hope for years to come,


Our shelter from the stormy blast,


And our eternal home:


Under the shadow of your throne


Your saints have dwelt secure;


Sufficient is your arm alone,


And our defense is sure.


Before the hills in order stood,


Or earth received its frame,


From everlasting you are God,


To endless years the same.


A thousand ages in your sight


Are like an evening gone,


Short as the watch that ends the night


Before the rising sun.





Isaac Watts (1674-1748) wrote this hymn when the future leadership of England was uncertain. There was a lot of fear in the protestant community because persecution could be reinstated based on who the next monarch would be. Not knowing what was to come, Watts wrote a hymn of grounding courage and peace.


If you are facing uncertainty, you can find peace and comfort in the faithfulness of your God. He is the same from age to age; he is always dependable and triumphant. He is your great hope, so put your hope in him.


O God, you have helped those who call on you throughout history, and I believe you will help me today. I stand on the foundation of your faithfulness.







JANUARY 4







Like a Shepherd


The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.


PSALM 23:1 ESV







Savior, like a shepherd lead us,


Much we need thy tender care;


In thy pleasant pastures feed us,


For our use thy folds prepare:


Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,


Thou hast bought us, thine we are;


Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,


Thou hast bought us, thine we are.


We are thine, do thou befriend us,


Be the guardian of our way;


Keep thy flock, from sin defend us,


Seek us when we go astray:


Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,


Hear, O hear us when we pray;


Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,


Hear, O hear us when we pray.





This hymn was originally written for children in 1836. It reads as a prayer to the Good Shepherd of our souls. Though this style of worship song is popular in our day, it was not common for the time. Though not as heavy on theological suggestion, it is poetic and clear and perfect a child’s understanding. Knowing Christ welcomes the childlike, this text is encouraging to all of us.


Whether you delight in the heft of theological hymns or in the simplicity of a sung prayer, may you draw near to the Lord as this hymn encourages. Use it as a springboard for connecting to Christ through prayer today. He loves you, and he leads you as a loyal shepherd leads his flock.


Shepherd of my soul, I look to you today. I find comfort in your leadership and your presence. Draw near even as I draw near to you.







JANUARY 5







Sweeter


I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


ROMANS 8:38-39 NASB







Of Jesus’ love that sought me


When I was lost in sin,


Of wondrous grace that brought me


Back to his fold again,


Of heights and depths of mercy


Far deeper than the sea


And higher than the heavens,


My theme shall ever be.


Sweeter as the years go by,


Sweeter as the years go by;


Richer, fuller, deeper,


Jesus’ love is sweeter,


Sweeter as the years go by.





As we follow the Lord, our relationship with him grows deeper as we learn to trust him more. We will find his love meets us in the depths of our despair as well as in the joy of our celebration.


Lelia Morris (1862-1929) was known to write hymns as she did her housework. In the mundane tasks of every day life, she poured out her heart to the Lord in song. She went blind at an early age, but it didn’t stop her from writing hymns. She found the sweetness of knowing Jesus only grew with time. Reflect on how your heart has grown in love toward your Savior and offer him praise as you go about your day.


Savior, thank you for the love you freely offer me every moment of every day. My heart grows in loving response every time I think of you.







JANUARY 6







Be Thou My Vision


Teach me your ways, O LORD, that I may live according to your truth! Grant me purity of heart, so that I may honor you.


PSALM 86:11 NLT







Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;


Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.


Thou my best thought, by day or by night,


Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.


Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise;


Thou mine inheritance, now and always.


Thou and thou only, first in my heart,


Ruler of heaven, my treasure thou art.


High King of heaven, when vict’ry is won


May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s sun!


Heart of my heart, whatever befall,


Still be my vision, O ruler of all.





Beginning as an Irish hymn, this text was translated by Mary Byrne into English in 1905. It is a centuries-old poem written to honor the faith of St. Patrick who reportedly defied pagan rituals decreed by the king. The story says the king was so impressed by his devotion to Christ that he allowed him to continue his missionary work rather than execute him.


As St. Patrick did, may we find courage in making Jesus the vision of our lives. When we keep our hearts and minds fixed on him, he will guide us in truth. Nothing compares to the riches we find in having peace with God. He is worthy of our lives and devotion.


Great God, I choose to follow you and fix my heart, mind, and life on your ways. Thank you for leading me in love and for filling me with the courage I need to face whatever comes my way today.







JANUARY 7







Blessed Trinity


“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”


REVELATION 5:12 NKJV







Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!


Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.


Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!


God in three persons, blessed Trinity!


Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,


Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,


Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,


Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.


Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!


All thy works shall praise thy name in earth, and sky and sea.


Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!


God in three persons, blessed Trinity!





Reginald Heber (1783-1826) was inspired by the Nicene Creed to write this well-known hymn of praise. Focused on the majestic, triune nature of God, our awe is awakened by the lyrics of this song.


When we declare the majesty of God, his incomparable mercy, glory, and goodness, we join with those who have gone before in offering him the praise he is due. Spend some time either reading through the Nicene Creed or singing today’s hymn to dive deeper into awe-filled worship.


Majestic One, you are Creator, Father, Son, and Spirit. You are the one who was from the beginning, who remains today, and who will continue to reign into eternity. I worship you for your greatness and for your wonderful love toward me.







JANUARY 8







Turn Your Eyes


“I am light to the world, and those who embrace me will experience life-giving light, and they will never walk in darkness.”


JOHN 8:12 TPT







O soul, are you weary and troubled?


No light in the darkness you see?


There’s light for a look at the Savior,


And life more abundant and free!


Turn your eyes upon Jesus,


Look full in his wonderful face,


And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,


In the light of his glory and grace.


Thro’ death into life everlasting,


He passed, and we follow him there;


O’er us sin no more hath dominion—


For more than conqu’rors we are!


His Word shall not fail you—he promised;


Believe him, and all will be well:


Then go to a world that is dying,


His perfect salvation to tell!





When all is dark and you can’t make sense of what is going on in your life and in the world, one being shines bright and stands true. When you look to Jesus, you look to the light of the world. When you walk with him, you walk in his light.


The composer of this hymn, Helen Howarth Lemmel (1863-1961), traveled as a singer and musician. Her invitation to look to the Lord in weariness and trouble echoes both King David and Jesus. If your soul needs respite from chaos, you can find peace in the presence of Christ. Turn your eyes to the Savior and find rest in him.


Lord Jesus, I turn my attention to you today. As I do, I release the worries and anxieties I have been carrying. May every care dim in the glorious light of your presence.







JANUARY 9







Friend in Jesus


Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.


1 PETER 5:6-7 NIV







What a friend we have in Jesus,


All our sins and griefs to bear!


What a privilege to carry


Everything to God in prayer!


O what peace we often forfeit,


O what needless pain we bear,


All because we do not carry


Everything to God in prayer!


Have we trials and temptations?


Is there trouble anywhere?


We should never be discouraged;


Take it to the Lord in prayer!


Can we find a friend so faithful


Who will all our sorrows share?


Jesus knows our every weakness;


Take it to the Lord in prayer!





Friends are a gift from God. Proverbs says, “One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (18:24). Even in seasons of isolation, we have a faithful friend in Jesus. He never leaves or forsakes us.


Joseph Scriven (1819-1886), today’s hymn writer, knew the challenges of loss. He tragically lost his fiancée in a drowning accident the night before his wedding. Later, he lost another fiancée to a sudden illness. He sought to live a faithful life to the Lord amidst hardship and loneliness. Just as he found a friend in Jesus, so can we.


Faithful Lord, I am grateful I am never alone. You are with me, and you are the best friend I could ever have.







JANUARY 10







Fount of Every Blessing


You will teach me how to live a holy life. Being with you will fill me with joy; at your right hand I will find pleasure forever.


PSALM 16:11 NCV







Come, thou fount of every blessing;


Tune my heart to sing thy grace;


Streams of mercy, never ceasing,


Call for songs of loudest praise.


Teach me some melodious sonnet,


Sung by flaming tongues above;


Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,


Mount of God’s unchanging love!


O to grace how great a debtor


Daily I’m constrained to be!


Let that grace now, like a fetter,


Bind my wandering heart to thee.


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,


Prone to leave the God I love;


Here’s my heart; O take and seal it;


Seal it for thy courts above.





The grace of God is plentiful. Its endlessness is echoed in the imagery of Christ as the giver of living water and the shepherd who gathers his sheep. He faithfully finds us wherever we are and offers us the power of his mercy. We are never too far gone. How could we not cry out to the Father of every blessing and ask him to come?


The second verse begins, “Here I raise my Ebenezer.” An ebenezer refers to a stone of remembrance (1 Samuel 7:12). It stands to remind us of the power of what God has done as well as our gratitude to him. What stone of remembrance can you raise to him today?


Powerful One, come and meet me with the power of your presence today. I worship you.







JANUARY 11







Spiritual and Temporal Mercies


My soul, bless the LORD, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.


PSALM 103:1 CSB







O bless the Lord, my soul!


Let all within me join


And aid my tongue to bless his name


Whose favors are divine.


O bless the Lord, my soul,


Nor let his mercies lie


Forgotten in unthankfulness


And without praises die.


He fills the poor with good;


He gives the suff’rers rest.


The Lord has judgments for the proud


And justice for th’oppressed.


His wondrous works and ways


He made by Moses known


But sent the world his truth and grace


By his beloved Son.





Based on Psalm 103, this hymn is a directive to our souls to worship the faithful and true Lord. Everything we are looking for is found in the person of Christ. He forgives our sins, relieves our pain, and heals our bodies. He offers rest to the weary and justice for the oppressed.


Where do you need mercy? Is it a spiritual or temporal need? Take some time to search your heart today and ask for his mercy.


Majestic One, you are the Creator of all things, divine in all your ways, and accessible to each heart who calls on you. I praise you for all you are, all you have done, and all you have yet to do.







JANUARY 12







Blessed Assurance


He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD.


PSALM 40:3 ESV







Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!


Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!


Heir of salvation, purchase of God,


Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.


This is my story, this is my song,


Praising my Savior all the day long.


This is my story, this is my song,


Praising my Savior all the day long.


Perfect communion, perfect delight,


Visions of rapture now burst on my sight.


Angels descending bring from above


Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.


Perfect submission, all is at rest.


I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,


Watching and waiting, looking above,


Filled with his goodness, lost in his love.





Each of us has a personal story to tell; in fact, we have many. As we journey through life, trusting the Lord, every breakthrough and comfort is a testimony of his goodness toward us. Even in the face of trials, we can find comfort and hope in the presence of Christ with us. He is our peace in the chaos. He is our safe shelter in every storm.


Though she was blind from a young age, that did not stop Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) from pursuing teaching. She wrote many Sunday school songs and many hymns we still sing today. No matter what obstacles we face, there is peace to cover us and give us courage to continue to reach our dreams. Be encouraged by Fanny’s story and share yours with others today.


Savior, you are the hope of my heart and the comfort I need in every trial. Thank you for your mercy toward me and the power of your transformative love.







JANUARY 13







All Creatures


The life of every creature and the breath of all people are in God’s hand.


JOB 12:10 NCV







All creatures of our God and King,


Lift up your voices, let us sing:


Alleluia! Alleluia!


Bright burning sun with golden beams,


Soft silver moon that gently gleams,


O praise him! O praise him!


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


And even you, most gentle death,


Waiting to hush our final breath,


O praise him! Alleluia!


You lead back home the child of God,


For Christ our Lord that way has trod:


O praise him! O praise him!


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!





This hymn encourages us to join with all creation to offer praise to the Creator of all things. The invitation is ours, here and now, no matter where we are or what mood we are in, to offer praise to the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is worthy!


Francis of Assisi (circa 1181-1226) wrote a text that was the basis of this hymn, translated and paraphrased by William Draper (1855-1933) centuries later. Assisi wrote this as a meditation on Psalm 145, and he was known for urging the birds to praise God. All creation reflects the hand of God, and it offers praise to him. How can we also join with creation and offer the Creator the praise he is due?


Great God, you are the Creator of all things and the source of life itself. I am yours; everything I am, I offer back to you. Be glorified in my life. I praise you!







JANUARY 14







Abide with Me


“Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”


MATTHEW 28:20 NASB







Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;


The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.


When other helpers fail and comforts flee,


Help of the helpless, O abide with me.


I need thy presence every passing hour.


What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?


Who like thyself my guide and strength can be?


Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.


I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless,


Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.


Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?


I triumph still, if thou abide with me.





In the face of change, one being remains constant and immovable. When the winds of change stir up our lives, we can always come to the Lord. He is our friend and Savior in every shift and transition, even death.


Henry Lyte (1793-1847) wrote this text near the end of his life. He saw the evening of his life approaching, and he chose to invite the Lord to abide with him. He was inspired by Luke 24:29, where travelers urged Jesus, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” Wherever you are on your journey, you too can invite Jesus to abide with you.


Jesus, as change approaches, I look to you even more. I need the comfort of your presence and the power of your love in my life. Abide with me, Lord. Be near.







JANUARY 15







The Wondrous Cross


I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.


GALATIANS 2:20 NKJV







When I survey the wondrous cross


On which the Prince of Glory died,


My richest gain I count but loss,


And pour contempt on all my pride.


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast


Save in the death of Christ, my God!


All the vain things that charm me most,


I sacrifice them through his blood.


See, from his head, his hands, his feet,


Sorrow and love flow mingled down.


Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,


Or thorns compose so rich a crown?


Were the whole realm of nature mine,


That were a present far too small.


Love so amazing, so divine,


Demands my soul, my life, my all.





When we fix our hearts on the beautiful sacrifice of Christ, we have the opportunity to respond in humble surrender. Read through the text, meditate on each stanza, and reflect on their meaning.


Isaac Watts wrote this hymn in 1707 and placed it in a collection of hymns used during the Lord’s Supper. Perhaps you can practice Communion in your home today by playing or singing this song in reflection and taking the bread and cup with what you have on hand. God is with you in the everyday, and he meets you where you are. His presence makes you a living temple as holy as any sacred space you will find on this earth.


Christ, thank you for the sacrifice of your life and the freedom you offer to everyone who comes to you. As I remember your sacrifice—the blood you shed, and the body broken for me—I offer you my humble life. May your will be done.







JANUARY 16







My Father’s World


God’s splendor is a tale that is told, written in the stars. Space itself speaks his story through the marvels of the heavens. His truth is on tour in the starry vault of the sky, showing his skill in creation’s craftsmanship.


PSALM 19:1 TPT







This is my Father’s world,


And to my listening ears


All nature sings, and round me rings


The music of the spheres.


This is my Father’s world:


I rest me in the thought


Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas—


His hand the wonders wrought.


This is my Father’s world:


O let me ne’er forget


That though the wrong seems oft so strong,


God is the ruler yet.


This is my Father’s world:


Why should my heart be sad?


The Lord is King: let the heavens ring!


God reigns; let earth be glad!





In creation, we see evidence of a thoughtful creator. This artist orchestrates the seasons, sets planets into motion, and breathes life into humanity. Spend time in nature today even if only for a few minutes. Turn your attention to the trees, the wind, the stars: anything around you. Let go of your worries and tune in to the present moment.


“Though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” No matter what is going on in the world, God is still God. He is still good. He is still moving in mercy. As all creation offers praise to God, we can join in. Let’s garner our hope in our Creator and in his lordship over our lives and this world.


Creator, I join with nature and offer you my heart, hope, and praise.







JANUARY 17







Everlasting Arms


The people of Benjamin are loved by the LORD and live in safety beside him. He surrounds them continuously and preserves them from every harm.


DEUTERONOMY 33:12 NLT







What a fellowship, what a joy divine,


Leaning on the everlasting arms;


What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,


Leaning on the everlasting arms.


Leaning, leaning,


Safe and secure from all alarms;


Leaning, leaning,


Leaning on the everlasting arms.


What have I to dread, what have I to fear,


Leaning on the everlasting arms?


I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,


Leaning on the everlasting arms.





Anthony Showalter wrote the refrain of “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” based on Deuteronomy 33:27: “The eternal God is your refuge, and his everlasting arms are under you.” Two of Showalter’s former students had lost their wives and contacted their teacher, and he offered them his sympathy along with this comforting verse.


If you are facing grief of any kind, here is an invitation to lean on the arms of your heavenly Father. He surrounds you and holds you up. Keep leaning into him and trust him to hold you when your strength fails.


Heavenly Father, thank you for the promise of your peace. Your presence is my comfort and strength, and you are my holy hope. I lean on you today.







JANUARY 18







My Jesus


This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.


1 John 4:9 Niv







My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine;


For thee all the follies of sin I resign;


My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou;


If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.


I love thee because thou hast first loved me


And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree;


I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow;


If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.


I’ll love thee in life, I will love thee in death,


And praise thee as long as thou lendest me breath,


And say when the deathdew lies cold on my brow:


If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.


In mansions of glory and endless delight,


I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright;


I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow:


If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now.





Originally written as a poem by the young William Featherston mid-19th century, “My Jesus I Love Thee” persists as a beloved and well-known hymn to this day. A confession of faith and love to the Lord, this hymn is a response to the wonderful love our Savior offers us through his powerful sacrifice and resurrection.


As you meditate on this hymn, allow your heart to open in adoration before your Creator and Savior. He loves you more than you can fathom. He has already done everything necessary to break down every barrier between you and God. His love will empower you to love others, so fill up in his presence today.


Savior, thank you for the power of your love that led you to the earth and the cross. I’m grateful your mercy is more powerful than the grave. You are my Savior, and I love you because you first loved me.







JANUARY 19







A Thousand Tongues


One generation will declare your works to the next and will proclaim your mighty acts.


PSALM 145:4 CSB







O for a thousand tongues to sing


My great Redeemer’s praise,


The glories of my God and King,


The triumphs of his grace!


Jesus! The name that charms our fears,


That bids our sorrows cease,


‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,


‘Tis life and health and peace.


He breaks the power of cancelled sin,


He sets the prisoner free;


His blood can make the foulest clean;


His blood availed for me.


To God all glory, praise, and love


Be now and ever given


By saints below and saints above,


The Church in earth and heaven.





In 1739 on the first anniversary of his conversion, Charles Wesley wrote an eighteen-stanza poem declaring the power and victory of Christ in his life. The modernized versions of the hymn begin with the seventh original stanza, which was adapted from a quote he had heard from a friend: “Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise him with them all.”


What an honor to use our voices to praise our Redeemer and sing of his goodness toward us. Consider writing your own offering to God reflective of his work in your life. You can use Wesley’s hymn as a starting point and personalize your praise to your Savior today.


Great God, you are worthy of my personal praise, for you have been wonderful to me. I will give you the honor deserve as I recognize your hand of mercy resting on me now.







JANUARY 20







Nearer to Thee


“I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.”


GENESIS 28:13, 16 ESV







Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!


E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me,


Still all my song shall be,


Nearer, my God, to thee;


Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!


Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,


Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;


So by my woes to be


Nearer, my God, to thee;


Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!


Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky,


Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,


Still all my song shall be,


Nearer, my God, to thee;


Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!





Written to coincide with a sermon on Genesis 28, Sarah Adams (1805-1848) meditated on the Scripture passage where Jacob slept with a stone as a pillow while he dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven. While we may not see a ladder reaching to heaven, we do have a direct connection to the Lord.


The Lord is with you just as he was with those in Scripture. His Spirit has already been poured out; you can fellowship with him anywhere, anytime through Christ. No matter what you need today, God has it in abundance. Find your comfort, peace, and hope in his nearness.


Glorious God, I want to know you more than I do now. I want to know the nearness of your presence in deeper ways. Be near even as I draw near to you.







JANUARY 21







Firm Foundation


The foundation that has already been laid is Jesus Christ, and no one can lay down any other foundation.


1 CORINTHIANS 3:11 NCV







How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,


Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word!


What more can be said than to you God hath said,


To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?


Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,


For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;


I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,


Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.


When through the deep waters I call thee to go,


The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;


For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,


And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.


When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,


My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;


The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design


Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.





Though the author of this hymn is unknown, the power of its words rings true. Each verse is based on a biblical promise. In fact, the original title was “Exceedingly Great and Precious Promises.” No matter where we go or what we face, God is our firm foundation and our help in times of trouble.


Which promise do you need to cling to today? Pick a stanza, memorize it, and come back to it throughout the day. As you declare God’s promise through song, may you know the encouragement of his hope alive in your heart and the confidence of his hand on your life.


Father, I’m grateful for the promises you give me in your Word. I stand on the truth you have spoken and remind my soul to trust in you. Be near and encourage my heart in hope. You are my courage.







JANUARY 22







Rock of Ages


The LORD has been my refuge, And my God the rock of my refuge.


PSALM 94:22 NASB







Rock of Ages, cleft for me,


Let me hide myself in thee;


Let the water and the blood,


From thy wounded side which flowed,


Be of sin the double cure;


Save from wrath and make me pure.


Not the labors of my hands


Can fulfill thy law’s demands;


Could my zeal no respite know,


Could my tears forever flow,


All for sin could not atone;


Thou must save, and thou alone.





Augustus Toplady wrote this hymn as a poem and included it at the the conclusion of an article he wrote on God’s forgiveness in 1776. It uses imagery often found in Scripture: the Lord as a safe place in a storm. Christ’s redemptive work on the cross is like a cleft we can hide in from the onslaught of sin’s power.


Christ is a resting place. We not only find peace and shelter in him but also restoration for our souls. Christ is the power of our salvation, and we don’t have to strive for it. We come to him, hiding ourselves in his mercy, and he covers us with the power of his love and removes our sins as far as the east is from the west.


Savior, you are my safe place. I hide myself in your mercy. Liberate me from the power of shame, fear, and sin so I may walk in the freedom of your love.







JANUARY 23







He Leadeth Me


He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.


PSALM 23:2-3 NKJV







He leadeth me: O blessed thought!


O words with heavenly comfort fraught!


Whate’er I do, where’er I be,


Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.


He leadeth me, he leadeth me;


By his own hand he leadeth me:


His faithful follower I would be,


For by his hand he leadeth me.


Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom,


Sometimes where Eden’s flowers bloom,


By waters calm, o’er troubled sea,


Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.


Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine,


Nor ever murmur nor repine;


Content, whatever lot I see,


Since ‘tis my God that leadeth me.





In a mid-week service in 1862, Joseph Henry set out to give a message out of Psalm 23. He wrote later that he got no further than the words “He leadeth me.” They struck him with such significance, he wrote the whole hymn on the back of his sermon notes.


Jesus leads us through this life. He is a careful and trustworthy guide through every circumstance. Take the hand of your Savior today by giving him the trust of your heart and obeying his Word. He will not fail you.


Faithful Lord, I open my heart and life to you today. Every morning is new, and every moment is a fresh opportunity to trust you. Lead me beside still waters and restore my soul.







JANUARY 24







Amazing Grace


Our faith in Jesus transfers God’s righteousness to us and he now declares us flawless in his eyes. This means we can now enjoy true and lasting peace with God, all because of what our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, has done for us.


ROMANS 5:1 TPT







Amazing grace how sweet the sound


That saved a wretch like me!


I once was lost, but now am found,


Was blind, but now I see.


‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,


And grace my fears relieved;


How precious did that grace appear


The hour I first believed!


Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,


And mortal life shall cease:


I shall possess, within the veil,


A life of joy and peace.


The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,


The sun forbear to shine;


But God, who called me here below,


Will be forever mine.





Written as a sort of spiritual autobiography, John Newton penned one of the most well-known and best-loved hymns in 1779. Once a slave ship captain, Newton turned to Christ and eventually became an abolitionist. His was an unlikely and powerful conversion.


No matter what we come from, we also can change the trajectory of our lives in submission to Christ. What we have been need not define who we will be; we can change course and change our minds just as John Newton did. Christ’s amazing grace saves us and transforms our hearts, minds, and lives.


Merciful Jesus, thank you for the power of your love. It touches my heart and life and completely transforms me from the inside out. I am yours, and I want to be more like you each passing day. I am humbled by your grace and overwhelmed by your mercy.







JANUARY 25







Jesus Is Calling


“Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.”


ISAIAH 55:3 NIV







Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,


Calling for you and for me;


See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching,


Watching for you and for me.


Come home, come home;


You who are weary come home;


Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,


Calling, O sinner, come home!


Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing,


Passing from you and from me;


Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming,


Coming for you and for me.


O for the wonderful love he has promised,


Promised for you and for me!


Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,


Pardon for you and for me.





Reminiscent of the parable of the prodigal son, this hymn illustrates God as one who is watching, waiting, and longing for us to turn (and return) to him. He is a loving father who celebrates our homecoming. He is a patient savior who welcomes us with open arms. No matter where we go, we can never escape the love of God.


Will Thompson (1847-1909) was a successful songwriter. While he could have used his means to live a self-indulgent life, he instead focused on ministering to others and honoring the Lord by writing only Christian songs. This particular hymn feels as gentle as a lullaby. If you find yourself overwhelmed by life today, allow the softness of this song to draw you to Jesus and settle his peace over your heart and mind.


Jesus, I hear your soft beckoning, and I answer by coming to you. Breathe life, peace, joy, and hope into my soul as I draw near.







JANUARY 26







We Gather Together


“I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.”


JOHN 17:23 NLT







We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;


He chastens and hastens his will to make known;


The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:


Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.


Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,


Whose kingdom calls all to the love which endures.


So from the beginning the fight we were winning:


You, Lord, were at our side; all glory be yours!


We all do extol you, our leader triumphant,


And pray that you still our defender will be.


Let your congregation escape tribulation:


Your name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!





Gathering is not reserved for holidays or special occasions. We were created for community year-round, in all circumstances, and through every trial and triumph. As we gather with other believers, asking for the Lord to be with us and to make himself known to and among us, we practice the power of communal invitation and connection.


Though the author of this hymn is anonymous, it was written around 1600 as a Dutch patriotic song to celebrate the freedom of their nation from Spanish rule. We can thank God for his ever-present help as we gather too. What victory can you celebrate with the body of believers?


Faithful Father, thank you for being the refuge and strength of your people through every age. I commit myself to you and your family. Thank you for responding to us in kindness, justice, and love.







JANUARY 27







Fairest Lord Jesus


My love is fit and strong, notable among ten thousand.


SONG OF SONGS 5:10 CSB







Fairest Lord Jesus,


Ruler of all nature,


O thou of God and man the Son,


Thee will I cherish,


Thee will I honor,


Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.


Fair is the sunshine,


Fairer still the moonlight,


And all the twinkling starry host:


Jesus shines brighter,


Jesus shines purer


Than all the angels heaven can boast.


Beautiful Savior!


Lord of all the nations!


Son of God and Son of Man!


Glory and honor,


Praise, adoration,


Now and forevermore be thine.





The original version of this hymn dates back well into the 1600s from a group of Jesuits in Germany. While the original author is unknown, the fourth verse was added in 1873 by Joseph Seiss. No matter who first penned it, this hymn’s focus is one thing: the beauty of Christ.


Jesus stands as the Creator, ruler, and “fairest of ten thousand.” He is our beautiful Savior, and his love is purer than any other. He does not have ulterior motives or seek to manipulate us to do his bidding. He loves us wholly, purely, and completely, and in this love, we truly come alive.


Jesus, as I sing this hymn of pure adoration, I invite you to move in my life. Shine on me, glorious one, and I will come alive. Let hope spring up as I praise you.







JANUARY 28







Open My Eyes


These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.


1 CORINTHIANS 2:10 ESV







Open my eyes that I may see


Glimpses of truth thou hast for me.


Place in my hands the wonderful key


That shall unclasp and set me free.


Silently now I wait for thee,


Ready, my God, thy will to see.


Open my eyes, illumine me,


Spirit divine!


Open my ears that I may hear


Voices of truth thou sendest clear,


And while the wave notes fall on my ear,


Ev’rything false will disappear.


Silently now I wait for thee,


Ready, my God, thy will to see.


Open my ears, illumine me,


Spirit divine!





Clara Scott was a wife, mother, music teacher, composer, hymn writer, and publisher. Being a wife and mother was not extraordinary in the late 1800s, but being a composer and publisher was. In fact, she was the first woman to publish a book of anthems, “The Royal Anthem Book,” in 1882. “Open My Eyes That I May See” was published in 1895, and it became her most well-known hymn.


As we spend time in the Lord’s presence and in his Word, we can pray for open eyes and ears. When we receive from the Lord, we can offer to others what he has given to us. What a beautiful relationship we have with the Lord; it is living, active, and wonderful.


Spirit, open my eyes, my ears, and my heart in your presence. I am listening and waiting. How I love you!







JANUARY 29
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		February 18: A Heart to Praise



		February 19: Follow On



		February 20: Child of the King



		February 21: Wondrous Story



		February 22: By and By



		February 23: Man of Sorrows



		February 24: I Need Thee



		February 25: I Have Decided



		February 26: Lover of My Soul



		February 27: Just as I Am



		February 28: More Love to Thee









		March



		March 1: Private Faith



		March 2: Don’t Let Go



		March 3: Thine Is the Glory



		March 4: Stand Up



		March 5: Take Time to Be Holy



		March 6: The Very Thought



		March 7: Mighty Power



		March 8: Till We Meet Again



		March 9: Crown Him



		March 10: Can It Be



		March 11: Come Almighty King



		March 12: By and By



		March 13: Arms of Jesus



		March 14: We Would See Jesus



		March 15: Day Is Over



		March 16: Secret Presence



		March 17: Love Divine



		March 18: Peace Like a River



		March 19: Redeemer Guide Me



		March 20: Moment by Moment



		March 21: Beauty of the Earth



		March 22: Standing on Promises



		March 23: Take My Life



		March 24: All Glory



		March 25: Eye on the Sparrow



		March 26: All the Way



		March 27: Old Rugged Cross



		March 28: Bread of Life



		March 29: O Sacred Head



		March 30: Power in the Blood



		March 31: Christ Is Risen Today









		April



		April 1: The Fountain Opened



		April 2: Perfect Peace



		April 3: Revive Us Again



		April 4: Did My Savior Bleed



		April 5: When We Get There



		April 6: Power of Jesus’ Name



		April 7: Before the Throne



		April 8: Search Me O God



		April 9: Strong to Save



		April 10: Face to Face



		April 11: God Will Take Care



		April 12: Old Time Religion



		April 13: Praise to the Lord



		April 14: My Savior’s Love



		April 15: Friend for Sinners



		April 16: My Redeemer Lives



		April 17: Morning Gilds the Sky



		April 18: Christ Arose



		April 19: Grace Greater than Sin



		April 20: All Blessings Flow



		April 21: Down at the Cross



		April 22: Love Lifted Me



		April 23: Tell the Story



		April 24: Love of God



		April 25: How I Love Jesus



		April 26: At Calvary



		April 27: Battle Hymn of the Republic



		April 28: Near the Cross



		April 29: Praise Him



		April 30: Since Jesus Came









		May



		May 1: The Church’s One Foundation



		May 2: Sweet Name of Jesus



		May 3: Be Still My Soul



		May 4: God’s Wondrous Grace



		May 5: Were You There



		May 6: Wonderful Words of Life



		May 7: He Hideth My Soul



		May 8: Jesus Saves



		May 9: Wonderful Grace of Jesus



		May 10: He Keeps Me Singing



		May 11: Showers of Blessing



		May 12: Deep Love of Jesus



		May 13: Gather at the River



		May 14: Wonderful Peace



		May 15: In His Hands



		May 16: Lily of the Valley



		May 17: Closer Walk with Thee



		May 18: Feel the Spirit



		May 19: Fight the Good Fight



		May 20: Resting Place



		May 21: The Voice of Jesus



		May 22: Faith Is the Victory



		May 23: Sing of the Mercies



		May 24: Come Every Soul



		May 25: Tell Me the Story



		May 26: Where He Leads Me



		May 27: He Who Reigns Above



		May 28: Ye That Love the Lord



		May 29: Joy Unspeakable



		May 30: Make Me a Blessing



		May 31: Left Thy Throne









		June



		June 1: The Sweetest Name



		June 2: Happy Day



		June 3: Stand Up for Jesus



		June 4: I Will Sing of My Redeemer



		June 5: Washed in the Blood



		June 6: He Is Lord



		June 7: Bright and Beautiful



		June 8: King and Shepherd



		June 9: Loud Hosanna



		June 10: Let God Guide



		June 11: My Shepherd Will Supply



		June 12: The Strife Is O’er



		June 13: No East or West



		June 14: What Wondrous Love



		June 15: Draw Me Nearer



		June 16: Unshakeable



		June 17: Heart of God



		June 18: Jesus Paid It All



		June 19: I’d Rather Have Jesus



		June 20: Whiter than Snow



		June 21: The Trouble I See



		June 22: Hidden in My Heart



		June 23: The Christian Race



		June 24: God of Grace and Glory



		June 25: Jesus Is the World



		June 26: The Lord Bless You



		June 27: Father’s Love Begotten



		June 28: Not One



		June 29: Tender Heart



		June 30: Fill My Life









		July



		July 1: All for Jesus



		July 2: Children of the Father



		July 3: Pilot Me



		July 4: God of the Ages



		July 5: I’m Coming Home



		July 6: Send the Light



		July 7: Deeper



		July 8: Join to Sing



		July 9: Nothing Between



		July 10: One Day



		July 11: For All the Saints



		July 12: Give to the Winds



		July 13: I Love Thy Kingdom



		July 14: Glorious Names



		July 15: Look and Live



		July 16: Stand by Me



		July 17: Not Denied



		July 18: The Lord Is King



		July 19: God Leads Us



		July 20: How Wonderful Thou Art



		July 21: Awakening Chorus



		July 22: Jordan’s Stormy Banks



		July 23: Where’er the Sun



		July 24: Think on Me



		July 25: Sing to Jesus



		July 26: We Praise Thy Name



		July 27: Gladsome Mind



		July 28: Sun of My Soul



		July 29: Comfort Ye My People



		July 30: Lift Your Heads



		July 31: Sons and Daughters Sing









		August



		August 1: Father of Mankind



		August 2: Heavenly Dove



		August 3: Crowded Life



		August 4: Blessing Honor Glory Power



		August 5: Evening Hymn



		August 6: Peace Like a River



		August 7: O Gladsome Light



		August 8: Bread of the World



		August 9: Joy of Loving Hearts



		August 10: Sons of the Morning



		August 11: Come Ye Sinners



		August 12: Priceless Treasure



		August 13: Take Up Thy Cross



		August 14: Raise the Strain



		August 15: God Is So Good



		August 16: At Thy Word



		August 17: Gates of Beauty



		August 18: Descend on My Heart



		August 19: Giving to God



		August 20: Glory Be



		August 21: Spirit Divine



		August 22: O King of Peace



		August 23: Sure Foundation



		August 24: O Splendor Bright



		August 25: O’er the Tumult



		August 26: Every Corner Sing



		August 27: I Have Promised



		August 28: Praise God and King



		August 29: Word of God Incarnate



		August 30: Day of Resurrection



		August 31: Beneath the Cross









		September



		September 1: When I Need Him



		September 2: Lead Me to Calvary



		September 3: Almost Persuaded



		September 4: Make Me Captive



		September 5: Christ for the World



		September 6: Cleansing Wave



		September 7: If It Were Today



		September 8: Swing Low Sweet Chariot



		September 9: Jesus I Come



		September 10: Saved by Grace



		September 11: On the Lord’s Side



		September 12: The Lord Will Provide



		September 13: Haven of Rest



		September 14: The Higher Rock



		September 15: Take the Name



		September 16: Living Spirit



		September 17: Banner of the Cross



		September 18: Song in the Air



		September 19: Circle Be Unbroken



		September 20: Lord Our Righteousness



		September 21: Whispering Hope



		September 22: Yield Not to Temptation



		September 23: Little Brown Church



		September 24: Land of Pure Delight



		September 25: Saved



		September 26: Ninety and Nine



		September 27: Precious to Me



		September 28: Light of the World



		September 29: The Cross Leads Home



		September 30: To Be Like Thee









		October



		October 1: Ring the Bells



		October 2: Trusting Jesus



		October 3: Wondering Soul



		October 4: Ye Heavens Adore



		October 5: Into Your Heart



		October 6: My Title Clear



		October 7: Not Skilled to Understand



		October 8: I Love to Proclaim



		October 9: I Must Tell Jesus



		October 10: All I Need



		October 11: Clouds Descending



		October 12: The Lord Is King



		October 13: The Grace of Christ



		October 14: Sands of Time



		October 15: A Story for the Nations



		October 16: All Things Are Possible



		October 17: Done All Things Well



		October 18: The Cross Is Not Greater



		October 19: A Stranger Here



		October 20: Roll Call



		October 21: Deliverance Will Come



		October 22: Give of Your Best



		October 23: Praying for You



		October 24: Safe to the Rock



		October 25: Kindly Light



		October 26: Heavenly Love Abiding



		October 27: Lead Me Gently Home



		October 28: Majestic Sweetness



		October 29: Still, Still with Thee



		October 30: Matchless Worth



		October 31: Met to Worship









		November



		November 1: Thank We Our God



		November 2: Plow the Fields



		November 3: Break Bread Together



		November 4: O Love How Deep



		November 5: Rejoice Pure in Heart



		November 6: Day Is Ended



		November 7: The Lord’s Prayer



		November 8: Lead On King Eternal



		November 9: Glorious Things Are Spoken



		November 10: Servants of God



		November 11: Balm in Gilead



		November 12: Walking with God



		November 13: Sing Praise to God



		November 14: God of Abraham



		November 15: Onward Christian Soldiers



		November 16: Sweet Hour of Prayer



		November 17: That Will Be Glory



		November 18: Walk with Thee



		November 19: Particular Providence



		November 20: King of Heaven



		November 21: Songs of Thankfulness



		November 22: Count Your Blessings



		November 23: In the Garden



		November 24: Come Ye Thankful People



		November 25: Bountiful Cup



		November 26: I’ll Praise My Maker



		November 27: Bringing in the Sheaves



		November 28: God on High



		November 29: A Rose E’er Blooming



		November 30: Glad Men of Old









		December



		December 1: Long Expected Jesus



		December 2: We Adore Thee



		December 3: Realms of Glory



		December 4: The First Noel



		December 5: Midnight Clear



		December 6: Shepherds Watched



		December 7: The Herald Angels Sing



		December 8: Joy to the World



		December 9: Hallelujah Chorus



		December 10: Heard on High



		December 11: We Three Kings



		December 12: Good King Wenceslas



		December 13: Come Ye Faithful



		December 14: What Child Is This



		December 15: Christmas Day Bells



		December 16: Little Bethlehem



		December 17: Away in a Manger



		December 18: O Come Emmanuel



		December 19: Silent Night



		December 20: Royal David’s City



		December 21: God Rest Ye Merry



		December 22: A Child Is Born



		December 23: Mortal Flesh Keep Silence



		December 24: O Holy Night



		December 25: Tell It on the Mountain



		December 26: All People on Earth



		December 27: Worship the King



		December 28: God Is Working



		December 29: Thy Mercy and Grace



		December 30: Founded on God



		December 31: Blessings of the Year
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