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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Gross domestic product (GDP) is the market value of all final goods and services from a nation in a given year. Countries are sorted by nominal GDP estimates from financial and statistical institutions, which are calculated at market or government official exchange rates. Nominal GDP does not take into account differences in the cost of living in different countries, and the results can vary greatly from one year to another based on fluctuations in the exchange rates of the country's currency. Such fluctuations may change a country's ranking from one year to the next, even though they often make little or no difference in the standard of living of its population. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 441 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Naruto: Shippuden is an anime series adapted from Part II of Masashi Kishimoto's manga series, with exactly 500 episodes. It is set two and a half years after Part I in the Naruto universe, following the ninja teenager Naruto Uzumaki and his allies. The series is directed by Hayato Date, and produced by Studio Pierrot and TV Tokyo. It began broadcasting on February 15, 2007 on TV Tokyo, and concluded on March 23, 2017. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 105 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Australia (, , ), officially the Commonwealth of Australia, is a country comprising the mainland of the Australian continent, the island of Tasmania and numerous smaller islands. It is the world's sixth-largest country by total area. The neighbouring countries are Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and East Timor to the north; the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to the north-east; and New Zealand to the south-east. Australia's capital is Canberra, and its largest urban area is Sydney. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 982 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise and shared universe that is centered on a series of superhero films, independently produced by Marvel Studios and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe in comic books, was established by crossing over common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson, portrayed by Clark Gregg, is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 582 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (in French Office des Nations unies contre la drogue et le crime) is a United Nations office that was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna. It is a member of the United Nations Development Group and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2002. In 2016–2017 it has an estimated biannual budget of US$700 million. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 212 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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XHamster





xHamster is a pornographic media and social networking site headquartered in Limassol, Cyprus.[1] xHamster serves user-submitted pornographic videos, webcam models, pornographic photographs, and erotic literature, and incorporates social networking features. xHamster was founded in 2007. With more than 10 million members, it is the third most popular pornography website on the Internet, after XVideos and Pornhub.

The site produces The Sex Factor, a reality series where men and women compete to become porn stars. The site has been targeted as part of malvertising campaigns, and various governments have blocked xHamster as part of larger initiatives against Internet pornography.
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 History




In early 2007, a group of anonymous individuals decided to create a new adult video service,[1][2] and xHamster was launched on 2 April 2007.[3] xHamster was envisioned as a social network; a spokesperson said the site's content organization scheme was intended to allow "people who wanted to chat, exchange erotic pics and share amateur videos ... to find mutual friends online and maybe discover partners interested in intimate relationships."[1] Surpassing 10 million members in 2015, xHamster became the third most popular pornography website on the Internet, after XVideos and Pornhub.[1] In May 2016, xHamster launched The Sex Factor, a reality series competition where contestants compete to become a porn star.[4][5]

xHamster has restricted access to its site and removed content in response to political issues concerning the LGBT community and rape culture. The site blocked users with IP addresses based in North Carolina during April 2016, after the state enacted a law that stopped its counties and cities from passing laws to protect LGBT people.[6][7] In response to the verdict of the People v. Turner sexual assault case, xHamster instituted a "Brock Turner rule", which banned videos involving rape, including those involving sex with an unconscious partner or hypnosis.[8] In the aftermath of the 2016 Democratic National Committee email leak, xHamster offered Debbie Wasserman Schultz a US$50,000 role in a pornographic film with a Bernie Sanders lookalike.[9]

In September 2016, Alex Hawkins speaking for xHamster confirmed that they had purchased a sex tape alleged to portray American actress Alexis Arquette, which was put up for sale by an ex-lover shortly after her death. xHamster destroyed all copies of it, announcing that "Ms. Arquette was an icon and activist in the trans community and we could not see someone smear her memory the way the selling party was trying to do."[10]
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 Website




xHamster provides various pornographic videos, photos, and erotic stories grouped under categories catering to specific fetishes or sexual preferences.[11] Users uploading content select from a series of set categories. The most popular category, "amateur", tags 30% of all videos posted.[12] In addition to these prerecorded videos, users can view live streams of paid models; the model can interact with several users by means of an online chat service. Models can also activate a "Tip" button, which allows users to provide the models additional money.[13] xHamster accepts Bitcoins as a payment method, which (unlike credit cards) offers anonymity.[14]

xHamster also contains several social networking features.[15] Users have detailed profiles incorporating their profile picture and gender, as well as works added to the site. Content possesses a commenting and rating system, and users can interact by adding others as a "friend" or subscribing to another's content.[15] Privacy settings allow users to make various parts of the account visible only to select individuals, filter private messages, and block certain requests.[15] Users can also verify their identity by submitting a photo of themselves with their username, which confers a stamp upon their profile.[15]
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 Malvertising




In April 2013, Conrad Longmore, a cyber security researcher, found that xHamster and PornHub were attacked with malvertisements. [16][17] In September 2015, xHamster was hit with another malvertising attack along with YouPorn and PornHub. TrafficHaus reported that it might be the result of a breach.[18][19]
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 Censorship




xHamster has been blocked by various governments. In August 2015, the government of India ordered internet service providers to block several sites, including xHamster, under the IT Act.[20][21] In Russia, a local court in the Republic of Tatarstan ruled in favor of a block on xHamster and other pornographic websites in April 2014; the ruling was passed on a year later to Roskomnadzor, the state media overseer.[22][23]
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Alexa Internet





Alexa Internet, Inc. is a California-based company[image: External link] that provides commercial web traffic[image: External link] data and analytics. It is a wholly owned subsidiary[image: External link] of Amazon.com[image: External link].

Founded as an independent company in 1996, Alexa was acquired by Amazon in 1999. Its toolbar[image: External link] collects data on browsing behavior and transmits them to the Alexa website, where they are stored and analyzed, forming the basis for the company's web traffic reporting. According to its website, Alexa provides traffic data, global rankings and other information on 30 million websites,[4] and as of 2015, its website has been visited by over 6.5 million people monthly.[3]
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 Operations and history
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 1996–1999




Alexa Internet was founded in April 1996 by American web entrepreneurs Brewster Kahle[image: External link] and Bruce Gilliat[image: External link].[5] The company's name was chosen in homage to the Library of Alexandria[image: External link] of Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link], drawing a parallel between the largest repository of knowledge in the ancient world and the potential of the Internet to become a similar store of knowledge.[6] Alexa initially offered a toolbar that gave Internet users suggestions on where to go next, based on the traffic patterns of its user community. The company also offered context for each site visited: to whom it was registered, how many pages it had, how many other sites pointed to it, and how frequently it was updated.[7] Alexa's operations grew to include archiving of web pages as they are crawled[image: External link]. This database served as the basis for the creation of the Internet Archive accessible through the Wayback Machine[image: External link].[8] In 1998, the company donated a copy of the archive, two terabytes[image: External link] in size, to the Library of Congress[image: External link].[6] Alexa continues to supply the Internet Archive[image: External link] with Web crawls. In 1999, as the company moved away from its original vision of providing an "intelligent" search engine, Alexa was acquired by Amazon.com for approximately US$250 million in Amazon stock[image: External link].[9]
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 2000–2016




Alexa began a partnership with Google[image: External link] in early 2002, and with the web directory DMOZ[image: External link] in January 2003.[1] In May 2006, Amazon replaced Google with Bing[image: External link] (at the time known as Windows Live Search[image: External link]) as a provider of search results.[10] In December 2006, Amazon released Alexa Image Search. Built in-house, it was the first major application built on the company's Web platform. In December 2005, Alexa opened its extensive search index and Web-crawling facilities to third party programs through a comprehensive set of Web services[image: External link] and APIs[image: External link]. These could be used, for instance, to construct vertical search[image: External link] engines that could run on Alexa's own servers or elsewhere. In May 2007, Alexa changed their API to limit comparisons to three websites, reduce the size of embedded graphs in Flash[image: External link], and add mandatory embedded BritePic advertisements.

In April 2007, the lawsuit Alexa v. Hornbaker was filed to stop trademark infringement[image: External link] by the Statsaholic service.[11] In the lawsuit, Alexa alleged that Ron Hornbaker was stealing traffic graphs for profit, and that the primary purpose of his site was to display graphs that were generated by Alexa's servers.[12] Hornbaker removed the term Alexa from his service name on March 19, 2007.[13] On November 27, 2008, Amazon announced that Alexa Web Search was no longer accepting new customers, and that the service would be deprecated or discontinued for existing customers on January 26, 2009.[14] Thereafter, Alexa became a purely analytics-focused company.

On March 31, 2009, Alexa launched a major website redesign. The redesigned site provided new web traffic metrics—including average page views per individual user, bounce rate, and user time on site.[15] In the following weeks, Alexa added more features, including visitor demographics, clickstream and search traffic statistics.[16] Alexa introduced these new features to compete with other web analytics services.
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 Toolbar




Alexa ranks sites based primarily on tracking a sample set of Internet traffic—users of its toolbar for the Internet Explorer[image: External link], Firefox[image: External link] and Google Chrome[image: External link] web browsers.[17][18] The Alexa Toolbar includes a popup blocker[image: External link], a search box, links to Amazon.com[image: External link] and the Alexa homepage, and the Alexa ranking of the site that the user is visiting. It also allows the user to rate the site and view links to external, relevant sites. In early 2005, Alexa stated that there had been 10 million downloads of the toolbar, though the company did not provide statistics about active usage. Originally, web pages were only ranked amongst users who had the Alexa Toolbar installed, and could be biased if a specific audience subgroup was reluctant to take part in the rankings. This caused some controversies over how representative Alexa's user base was of typical Internet behavior,[19] especially for less-visited sites.[18] In 2007, Michael Arrington[image: External link] provided examples of Alexa rankings known to contradict data from the comScore[image: External link] web analytics service, including ranking YouTube ahead of Google.[20]

Until 2007, a third-party[image: External link]-supplied plugin for the Firefox browser[image: External link][21] served as the only option for Firefox users after Amazon abandoned its A9 toolbar.[22] On July 16, 2007, Alexa released an official toolbar for Firefox called Sparky.[23] On 16 April 2008, many users reported drastic shifts in their Alexa rankings. Alexa confirmed this later in the day with an announcement that they had released an updated ranking system, claiming that they would now take into account more sources of data "beyond Alexa Toolbar users".[24][25]
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 Certified statistics




Using the Alexa Pro service, website owners can sign up for "certified statistics", which allows Alexa more access to a site's traffic data.[26] Site owners input Javascript[image: External link] code on each page of their website that, if permitted by the user's security and privacy settings, runs and sends traffic data to Alexa, allowing Alexa to display—or not display, depending on the owner's preference—more accurate statistics such as total pageviews and unique pageviews.
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 Privacy and malware assessments




A number of antivirus[image: External link] companies have assessed Alexa's toolbar. The toolbar for Internet Explorer 7[image: External link] was at one point flagged as malware by Microsoft Defender[image: External link].[27] Symantec[image: External link] classifies the toolbar as "trackware",[28] while McAfee[image: External link] classifies it as adware[image: External link], deeming it a "potentially unwanted program."[29] McAfee Site Advisor[image: External link] rates the Alexa site as "green", finding "no significant problems" but warning of a "small fraction of downloads ... that some people consider adware or other potentially unwanted programs."[30] Though it is possible to delete a paid subscription within an Alexa account, it is not possible to delete an account that is created at Alexa through any web interface, though any user may contact the company via its support webpage.[31]
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Pornography





Pornography (often abbreviated as "porn" or "porno" in informal usage) is the portrayal of sexual[image: External link] subject matter for the purpose of sexual arousal[image: External link]. Pornography may be presented in a variety of media, including books, magazines[image: External link], postcards, photographs, sculpture, drawing, painting, animation, sound recording[image: External link], film[image: External link], video, and video games[image: External link]. The term applies to the depiction of the act rather than the act itself, and so does not include live exhibitions like sex shows[image: External link] and striptease[image: External link]. The primary subjects of pornographic depictions are pornographic models[image: External link], who pose for still photographs, and pornographic actors or porn stars, who perform in pornographic films[image: External link]. If dramatic skills are not involved, a performer in a porn film may also be called a model.

Various groups within society have considered depictions of a sexual nature immoral[image: External link], addictive[image: External link], and noxious, labeling them pornographic, and attempting to have them suppressed under obscenity[image: External link] and other laws, with varying degrees of success. Such works have also often been subject to censorship[image: External link] and other legal restraints to publication, display, or possession. Such grounds, and even the definition of pornography, have differed in various historical, cultural, and national contexts.[1]

Social attitudes towards the discussion and presentation of sexuality have become more tolerant and legal definitions of obscenity have become more limited, notably beginning in 1969 with Blue Movie[image: External link] by Andy Warhol[image: External link], the first adult erotic film[image: External link] depicting explicit sex[image: External link] to receive wide theatrical release in the United States[image: External link], and the subsequent Golden Age of Porn[image: External link],[2][3][4] leading to an industry for the production[image: External link] and consumption[image: External link] of pornography in the latter half of the 20th century. The introduction of home video[image: External link] and the Internet[image: External link] saw a boom in the worldwide porn industry that generates billions of dollars annually. Commercialized pornography accounts for over US$2.5 billion in the United States alone,[5] including the production of various media[image: External link] and associated products[image: External link] and services[image: External link]. This industry[image: External link] employs thousands of performers along with support and production staff. It is also followed by dedicated industry publications and trade groups[image: External link] as well as the mainstream press, private organizations (watchdog groups[image: External link]), government agencies, and political organizations.[6] More recently, sites such as Pornhub, RedTube, and YouPorn have served as repositories for home-made or semi-professional pornography, made available free by its creators (who could be called exhibitionists[image: External link]). It has presented a significant challenge to the commercial pornographic film industry.

Irrespective of the legal or social view of pornography, it has been used in a number of contexts. It is used, for example, at fertility clinics[image: External link] to stimulate sperm donors[image: External link]. Some couples use pornography at times for variety and to create a sexual interest or as part of foreplay[image: External link]. There is also some evidence that pornography can be used to treat voyeurism[image: External link].[7][8]
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 Etymology




The word is similar to the Modern Greek[image: External link] πορνογραφία (pornographia), which derives from the Greek words πόρνη (pornē "prostitute" and πορνεία porneia " prostitution[image: External link]"[9]), and γράφειν (graphein "to write or to record", derived meaning "illustration", cf. " graph[image: External link]"), and the suffix -ία (-ia, meaning "state of", "property of", or "place of"), thus meaning "a written description or illustration of prostitutes or prostitution". No date is known for the first use of the word in Greek; the earliest attested, most related word one could find in Greek, is πορνογράφος, pornographos, i.e. "someone writing of harlots", in the Deipnosophists[image: External link] of Athenaeus[image: External link].[10][11] The Modern Greek word pornographia is a translation of the French pornographie.[12]

"Pornographie" was in use in the French language during the 1800s. The word did not enter the English language as the familiar word until 1857[13] or as a French import in New Orleans[image: External link] in 1842.[14]
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 History




Depictions of a sexual nature are older than civilization as depictions such as the venus figurines[image: External link] and rock art[image: External link] have existed since prehistoric[image: External link] times.[15] When large-scale excavations of Pompeii[image: External link] were undertaken in the 1860s, much of the erotic art[image: External link] of the Romans[image: External link] came to light, shocking the Victorians[image: External link] who saw themselves as the intellectual heirs of the Roman Empire[image: External link]. They did not know what to do with the frank depictions of sexuality[image: External link] and endeavored to hide them away from everyone but upper-class scholars. The moveable objects were locked away in the Secret Museum[image: External link] in Naples[image: External link] and what could not be removed was covered and cordoned off as to not corrupt the sensibilities of women, children, and the working classes.[16]

Fanny Hill[image: External link] ( 1748[image: External link]) is considered "the first original English prose[image: External link] pornography, and the first pornography to use the form of the novel."[17] It is an erotic novel[image: External link] by John Cleland[image: External link] first published in England[image: External link] as Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure.[18][19] It is one of the most prosecuted and banned books in history.[20] The authors were charged with "corrupting the King's subjects."

The world's first law criminalizing pornography was the English Obscene Publications Act 1857[image: External link] enacted at the urging of the Society for the Suppression of Vice[image: External link]. The Act, which applied to the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link], made the sale of obscene material a statutory offence, giving the courts power to seize and destroy offending material. The American equivalent was the Comstock Act[image: External link] of 1873[21][22] which made it illegal to send any "obscene, lewd, and/or lascivious" materials through the mail. The English Act did not apply to Scotland[image: External link], where the common law[image: External link] continued to apply. However, neither the English nor the United States Act defined what constituted "obscene", leaving this for the courts to determine. Prior to the English Act, the publication of obscene material was treated as a common law[image: External link] misdemeanour[23] and effectively prosecuting authors and publishers was difficult even in cases where the material was clearly intended as pornography. Although nineteenth-century legislation eventually outlawed the publication, retail, and trafficking of certain writings and images regarded as pornographic and would order the destruction of shop and warehouse stock meant for sale, the private possession of and viewing of (some forms of) pornography was not made an offence until the twentieth century.[24]

The Victorian attitude that pornography was for a select few can be seen in the wording of the Hicklin test[image: External link] stemming from a court case in 1868 where it asks, "whether the tendency of the matter charged as obscenity is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences." Despite the fact of their suppression, depictions of erotic imagery were common throughout history.[25]

Pornographic film[image: External link] production commenced almost immediately after the invention of the motion picture in 1895. Two of the earliest pioneers were Eugène Pirou[image: External link] and Albert Kirchner[image: External link]. Kirchner directed the earliest surviving pornographic film for Pirou under the trade name "Léar". The 1896 film Le Coucher de la Mariée[image: External link] showed Louise Willy performing a striptease[image: External link]. Pirou's film inspired a genre of risqué French films showing women disrobing and other filmmakers realised profits could be made from such films.[26][27]

Sexually explicit films opened producers and distributors to prosecution. Those that were made were produced illicitly by amateurs starting in the 1920s, primarily in France and the United States. Processing the film was risky as was their distribution. Distribution was strictly private.[28][29] In 1969, Denmark[image: External link] became the first country to abolish censorship, thereby decriminalizing pornography, which led to an explosion in investment and of commercially produced pornography. However, it continued to be banned in other countries, and had to be smuggled in, where it was sold "under the counter" or (sometimes) shown in "members only" cinema clubs.[28] Nonetheless, and also in 1969, Blue Movie[image: External link] by Andy Warhol[image: External link], was the first adult erotic film[image: External link] depicting explicit sex[image: External link] to receive wide theatrical release in the United States[image: External link].[2][3][4] The film was a seminal film in the Golden Age of Porn[image: External link] and, according to Warhol, a major influence in the making of Last Tango in Paris[image: External link], an internationally controversial erotic drama film, starring Marlon Brando[image: External link], and released a few years after Blue Movie was made.[3]

The scholarly study of pornography, notably in cultural studies[image: External link], is limited, perhaps due to the controversy about the topic in feminism[image: External link]. The first peer-reviewed academic journal about the study of pornography, Porn Studies, was published in 2014.[30]
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 Classification




Pornography is often distinguished from erotica[image: External link], which consists of the portrayal of sexuality with high-art aspirations, focusing also on feelings and emotions, while pornography involves the depiction of acts in a sensational manner, with the entire focus on the physical act, so as to arouse quick intense reactions.[31][32][33]

Pornography is generally classified as either softcore[image: External link] or hardcore[image: External link]. A pornographic work is characterized as hardcore if it has any hardcore content, no matter how small. Both forms of pornography generally contain nudity[image: External link]. Softcore pornography generally contains nudity or partial nudity in sexually suggestive situations, but without explicit sexual activity, sexual penetration[image: External link] or "extreme" fetishism[image: External link],[34] while hardcore pornography may contain graphic sexual activity and visible penetration,[35] including unsimulated sex[image: External link] scenes.
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Pornography encompasses a wide variety of genres. Pornography featuring heterosexual acts composes the bulk of pornography and is "centred and invisible", marking the industry as heteronormative. However, a substantial portion of pornography is not normative, featuring more nonconventional forms of scenarios and sexual activity such as "'fat' porn, amateur porn, disabled porn, porn produced by women, queer porn, BDSM, and body modification."[36]

Pornography can be classified according to the physical characteristics of the participants, fetish, sexual orientation, etc., as well as the types of sexual activity featured. Reality and voyeur pornography, animated[image: External link] videos, and legally prohibited acts also influence the classification of pornography. Pornography may fall into more than one genre. The genres of pornography are based on the type of activity featured and the category of participants, for example:


	Alt porn[image: External link]

	Amateur pornography[image: External link]

	Ethnic pornography[image: External link]

	Fetish pornography

	Group sex[image: External link]

	Reality pornography[image: External link]

	
Sexual-orientation[image: External link]-based pornography

	Straight porn (unless otherwise stated this is assumed in this article)

	Gay pornography[image: External link]

	Lesbian pornography[image: External link]

	Bisexual pornography[image: External link]
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 Commercialism
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 Economics




Revenues of the adult industry in the United States are difficult to determine. In 1970, a Federal study estimated that the total retail value of hardcore pornography in the United States was no more than $10 million.[37]

In 1998, Forrester Research[image: External link] published a report on the online "adult content" industry estimating $750 million to $1 billion in annual revenue. As an unsourced aside, the Forrester study speculated on an industry-wide aggregate figure of $8–10 billion, which was repeated out of context in many news stories,[38] after being published in Eric Schlosser[image: External link]'s book on the American black market[image: External link].[39] Studies in 2001 put the total (including video, pay-per-view, Internet and magazines) between $2.6 billion and $3.9 billion.[5]

As of 2014, the porn industry was believed to bring in more than $13 billion on a yearly basis in the United States.[40]

CNBC[image: External link] has estimated that pornography was a $13 billion industry in the USA, with $3,075 being spent on porn every second and a new porn video being produced every 39 minutes.[41]

A significant amount of pornographic video is shot in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], which has been a pioneering region for producing adult films since the 1970s, and has since become home for various models, actors/actresses, production companies, and other assorted businesses involved in the production and distribution of pornography.

The pornography industry has been considered influential in deciding format wars[image: External link] in media, including being a factor in the VHS[image: External link] vs. Betamax[image: External link] format war (the videotape format war[image: External link])[42][43] and in the Blu-ray[image: External link] vs. HD DVD[image: External link] format war (the high-def format war[image: External link]).[42][43][44]
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 Non-commercial pornography




In addition to the porn industry, there is a large amount of non-commercial pornography. This should be distinguished from commercial pornography falsely marketed as featuring "amateurs".
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 Technology
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 Advancement




Pornographers have taken advantage of each technological advance in the production and distribution of pornography. They have used lithographs, the printing press, and photography. Pornography is considered a driving force in the development of technologies from the printing press[image: External link], through photography[image: External link] (still and motion), to satellite TV[image: External link], other forms of video, and the Internet[image: External link]. With the invention of tiny cameras[image: External link] and wireless equipments voyeur pornography[image: External link] is gaining ground.[45][46] Mobile cameras[image: External link] are used to capture pornographic photos or videos, and forwarded as MMS[image: External link], a practice known as sexting[image: External link].
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 Computer-generated images and manipulations




Digital manipulation requires the use of source photographs, but some pornography is produced without human actors at all. The idea of completely computer-generated[image: External link] pornography was conceived very early as one of the most obvious areas of application for computer graphics and 3D rendering.

Until the late 1990s, digitally manipulated pornography could not be produced cost-effectively. In the early 2000s, it became a growing segment, as the modelling and animation software matured and the rendering capabilities of computers improved. As of 2004, computer-generated pornography depicting situations involving children and sex with fictional characters[image: External link], such as Lara Croft[image: External link], is already produced on a limited scale. The October 2004 issue of Playboy[image: External link] featured topless pictures of the title character from the BloodRayne[image: External link] video game.[47]
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 3D pornography




Due to the popularity of 3D blockbusters in theaters such as Avatar[image: External link] and How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link], companies are now looking to shoot pornography movies in 3D. The first case of this occurred in Hong Kong[image: External link], when a group of filmmakers filmed 3D Sex and Zen: Extreme Ecstasy[image: External link] released in April 2011.[48][49]
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 Production and distribution by region




The production[image: External link] and distribution[image: External link] of pornography are economic activities of some importance. The exact size of the economy of pornography and the influence that it has in political circles are matters of controversy.

In the United States, the sex film industry is centered in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] of Los Angeles[image: External link]. In Europe, Budapest[image: External link] is regarded as the industry center.[50][51][52]

Piracy, the illegal copying and distribution, of adult material is of great concern to the industry,[53] the subject of litigation, and formalized anti-piracy efforts.[54][55]
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 Study and analysis
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 Effects




Research concerning the effects of pornography is concerned with multiple outcomes.[56] Such research includes potential influences on rape, domestic violence[image: External link], sexual dysfunction[image: External link], difficulties with sexual relationships[image: External link], and child sexual abuse[image: External link]. Viewers of novel and extreme pornographic images may become tolerant[image: External link] to such images, which may impact sexual response.[56] Currently, there is no evidence that visual images and films are addictive.[57] Several studies conclude the liberalization of porn in society may be associated with decreased rape and sexual violence rates, while others suggest no effect, or are inconclusive.[58][59][60][61][62][63][64]
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 Statistics




More than 70% of male internet users from 18 to 34 visit a pornographic site in a typical month.[65] A 2009 study published in the Journal of Economic Perspectives found that Utah[image: External link] was the largest consumer of paid internet pornography per capita in the United States.[66]
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 Legal status




The legal status of pornography varies widely from country to country. Most countries allow at least some form of pornography. In some countries, softcore pornography is considered tame enough to be sold in general stores or to be shown on TV. Hardcore pornography, on the other hand, is usually regulated. The production and sale, and to a slightly lesser degree the possession, of child pornography[image: External link] is illegal in almost all countries, and some countries have restrictions on pornography depicting violence (see, for example, rape pornography[image: External link]) or animal pornography[image: External link], or both.

Most countries attempt to restrict minors' access to hardcore materials, limiting availability to sex shops[image: External link], mail-order, and television channels that parents can restrict, among other means. There is usually an age minimum for entrance to pornographic stores, or the materials are displayed partly covered or not displayed at all. More generally, disseminating pornography to a minor[image: External link] is often illegal. Many of these efforts have been rendered practically irrelevant by widely available Internet pornography[image: External link]. A failed US law[image: External link] would have made these same restrictions apply to the internet.

In the United States, a person receiving unwanted commercial mail[image: External link] he or she deems pornographic (or otherwise offensive) may obtain a Prohibitory Order[image: External link], either against all mail from a particular sender, or against all sexually explicit mail, by applying to the United States Postal Service[image: External link]. There are recurring urban legends[image: External link] of snuff movies[image: External link], in which murders are filmed for pornographic purposes. Despite extensive work to ascertain the truth of these rumors, law enforcement officials have been unable to find any such works.

Some people, including pornography producer Larry Flynt[image: External link] and the writer Salman Rushdie[image: External link],[67] have argued that pornography is vital to freedom and that a free and civilized society should be judged by its willingness to accept pornography.

The UK government has criminalized possession of what it terms "extreme pornography[image: External link]" following the highly publicized murder[image: External link] of Jane Longhurst[image: External link].

Child pornography[image: External link] is illegal in most countries, with a person most commonly being a child until the age of 18 (though the age does vary). In those countries, any film or photo with a child subject in a sexual act is considered pornography and illegal.

Pornography can infringe into basic human rights[image: External link] of those involved, especially when consent was not obtained. For example, revenge porn[image: External link] is a phenomenon where disgruntled sexual partners release images or video footage of intimate sexual activity, usually on the internet.[68] In many countries there has been a demand to make such activities specifically illegal carrying higher punishments than mere breach of privacy or image rights, or circulation of prurient material.[69][70] As a result, some jurisdictions have enacted specific laws against "revenge porn".[71]
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 What is not pornography




In the U.S., a July 2014 criminal case decision in Massachusetts[image: External link] (COMMONWEALTH v. John REX.)[72] made a legal determination of what was not to be considered "pornography" and in this particular case "child pornography".[73] It was determined that photographs of naked children that were from sources such as National Geographic[image: External link] magazine, a sociology textbook, and a nudist catalog were not considered pornography in Massachusetts even while in the possession of a convicted and (at the time) incarcerated sex offender[image: External link].[73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Copyright status




In the United States, some courts have applied US copyright[image: External link] protection to pornographic materials.[74][75] Although the first US copyright law specifically did not cover obscene materials, the provision was removed subsequently.[ when?[image: External link]] Most pornographic works are theoretically work for hire[image: External link] meaning pornographic models do not receive statutory royalties for their performances. Of particular difficulty is the changing community attitudes of what is considered obscene, meaning that works could slip into and out of copyright protection based upon the prevailing standards of decency. This was not an issue with the copyright law up until 1972 when copyright protection required registration. When the law was changed to make copyright protection automatic, and for the life of the author.

Some courts have held that copyright protection effectively applies to works, whether they are obscene or not,[76] but not all courts have ruled the same way.[77] The copyright protection rights of pornography in the United States has again been challenged as late as February 2012.[74][78]
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 Views on pornography




Views and opinions of pornography come in a variety of forms and from a diversity of demographics and societal groups. Opposition of the subject generally, though not exclusively,[79] comes from three main sources: law[image: External link], feminism[image: External link] and religion[image: External link].
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 Feminist views




Many feminists[image: External link], including Andrea Dworkin[image: External link] and Catharine MacKinnon[image: External link], argue that all pornography is demeaning to women or that it contributes to violence against women[image: External link], both in its production and in its consumption. The production of pornography, they argue, entails the physical, psychological, or economic coercion of the women who perform in it, and where they argue that the abuse and exploitation of women is rampant; in its consumption, they charge that pornography eroticizes the domination, humiliation and coercion of women, and reinforces sexual and cultural attitudes that are complicit in rape and sexual harassment[image: External link].[80][81][82] They charge that pornography presents a severely distorted image of sexual relations, and reinforces sex myths; that it always shows women as readily available and desiring to engage in sex at any time, with any man, on men's terms, always responding positively to any advances men make.[83] They argue that because pornography often shows women enjoying and desiring to be violently attacked by men, saying "no" when they actually want sex, fighting back but then ending up enjoying the act – this can affect the public understanding of legal issues such as consent[image: External link] to sexual relations.[84]

In contrast to these objections, other feminist[image: External link] scholars argue that the lesbian feminist movement in the 1980s was good for women in the porn industry.[85] As more women entered the developmental side of the industry, this allowed women to gear porn more towards women because they knew what women wanted, both for actresses and the audience.[85] This is believed to be a good thing because for such a long time, the porn industry has been directed by men for men.[85] This also sparked the arrival of making lesbian porn for lesbians instead of men.[85]

Furthermore, many feminists argue that the advent of VCR and consumer video allowed for the possibility of feminist pornography.[86] Consumer video made it possible for the distribution and consumption of video pornography to locate women as legitimate consumers of pornography. Tristan Taormino says that feminist porn is "all about creating a fair working environment and empowering everyone involved."[87] Feminist porn directors are interested in challenging representations of men and women, as well as providing sexually-empowering imagery that features many kinds of bodies.[88]

In a 1995 essay for The New Yorker, writer Susan Faludi[image: External link] argued that porn was one of the few industries where women enjoy a power advantage in the workplace. “’Actresses have the power,’ Alec Metro, one of the men in line, ruefully noted of the X-rated industry. A former firefighter who claimed to have lost a bid for a job to affirmative action, Metro was already divining that porn might not be the ideal career choice for escaping the forces of what he called ‘reverse discrimination.’ Female performers can often dictate which male actors they will and will not work with. ‘They make more money than us.’ Porn – at least, porn produced for a heterosexual audience – is one of the few contemporary occupations where the pay gap operates in women’s favor; the average actress makes fifty to a hundred per cent more money than her male counterpart. But then she is the object of desire; he is merely her appendage, the object of the object.”[89]
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 Religious views




Religious organizations have been important in bringing about political action against pornography.[90] In the United States, religious beliefs affect the formation of political beliefs that concern pornography.[91]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also






	Adult movie theater[image: External link]

	Adult video arcade[image: External link]

	Cartoon pornography[image: External link]

	Erotic literature

	Erotica[image: External link]

	Golden Age of Porn[image: External link]

	Hentai[image: External link]

	History of erotic photography[image: External link]

	Internet pornography[image: External link]

	Mormon pornography[image: External link]

	Sex in advertising[image: External link]

	Sex-positive feminism[image: External link]

	
Sex worker[image: External link]

	Pornographic film actor





	Women's erotica[image: External link]

	
X rating[image: External link], sometimes referred to as "XXX"
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 Government and legislation





	Antipornography Civil Rights Ordinance[image: External link]

	
Meese Report[image: External link], 1986 U.S. Attorney General's Commission on Pornography

	
President's Commission on Obscenity and Pornography[image: External link], 1969, United States

	
Stanley v. Georgia[image: External link], U.S. Supreme Court case that established a right to pornography

	
Williams Committee[image: External link], 1979 U.K. Committee on Obscenity and Film Censorship
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	List of authors of erotic works[image: External link]

	List of pornographic book publishers[image: External link]

	List of pornographic film studios[image: External link]

	List of pornographic magazines[image: External link]

	Lists of pornographic actors[image: External link]
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Limassol





Limassol (/'lImesal /[image: External link]; Greek[image: External link]: Λεμεσός [lemeˈsos][image: External link]; Turkish[image: External link]: Limasol or Leymosun; Armenian[image: External link]: Լիմասոլ) is a city on the southern coast of Cyprus and capital of the eponymous district[image: External link]. Limassol is the second largest urban area in Cyprus, with an urban population of 160,000–176,700.[1][2][3] Limassol has been ranked by TripAdvisor[image: External link] as the 3rd up-and-coming destination in the world, in its Top 10 Traveler’s Choice Destinations on the Rise.[4][5] The city is also ranked 87th worldwide in Mercer's Quality of Living Survey[image: External link] (2015).[6]
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 History




Limassol was built between two ancient cities, Amathus and Kourion, and during Byzantine[image: External link] rule it was known as Neapolis (new town). Limassol's historical centre is located around its medieval Limassol Castle[image: External link] and the Old Port. Today the city spreads along the Mediterranean[image: External link] coast and has extended much farther than the castle and port, with its suburbs stretching along the coast to Amathus. To the west of the city is the Akrotiri Area of the British Overseas Territory[image: External link] of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link].
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 Ancient




The city of Limassol is situated between the ancient cities of Amathus[image: External link] and Kourion (Curium)[image: External link]. Limassol was probably built after Amathus had been ruined. However, the town of Limassol has been inhabited since very ancient times[image: External link]. Graves found there date back to 2000 BC and others date back to the 8th and 4th centuries BC. These few remains show that a small colonisation must have existed which did not manage to develop and flourish. Ancient writers mention nothing about the foundation of the town. In 85 BC, Armenian emperor Tigranes the Great[image: External link] ( Armenian[image: External link]: Տիգրան Մեծ Tigran Mets; Greek[image: External link]: Τιγράνης ὁ Μέγας Tigránes ho Mégas) had reached Limassol in order to establish security and protection of local Greek allies against Rome in a result followed by his conquest of Syria, Lebanon and Anatolia.

According to the Council of Chalcedon[image: External link] which took place in 451, the local bishop as well as the bishops of Amathus and Arsinoe were involved in the foundation of the city, which would be known by the names of Theodosiana and Neapolis.[7] Bishop Leontios of Neapolis[image: External link] was an important church writer in the 7th century. The records of the 7th Synod (787) refer to it as the bishop’s see. The town was known as Lemesos in the 10th century.
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 Medieval




The history of Limassol is largely known by the events associated with the Third Crusade[image: External link]. The king of England, Richard the Lionheart[image: External link], was travelling to the Holy Land[image: External link] in 1191.[8] His fiancée Berengaria and his sister Joan (Queen of Sicily), were also travelling on a different ship. Because of a storm, the ship with the queens arrived in Limassol.[8] Isaac Komnenos[image: External link], the renegade Byzantine Greek governor of Cyprus invited the queens ashore, with the intention of holding them to ransom, but they refused. So he refused them fresh water and they had to put out to sea again or yield to capture. When Richard arrived in Limassol and met Isaac Komnenos, he asked him to contribute to the crusade for the liberation of the Holy Land[image: External link].[8] While at the beginning Isaac had accepted, he later on refused to give any help. Richard then chased him and finally arrested him; the entire island was therefore taken over by the Anglo-Normans[image: External link], bringing the long Byzantine dominion of Cyprus to an end.[9] Richard celebrated his marriage with Berengaria who had received the crown as queen of England in Cyprus. Richard destroyed Amathus and the inhabitants were transferred to Limassol.[8]

A year later, in AD 1192, Cyprus was sold for the sum of 100,000 bezants to the Templars[image: External link], rich monks and soldiers whose aim was the protection of the Holy Sepulchre[image: External link] in Jerusalem.[8] The knights enforced high taxes, in order to get back the money that had been given for the purchase of Cyprus. This led to the revolt of the Cypriots, who wished to get rid of the bond of the promise. Richard accepted their request and a new purchaser was found: Guy de Lusignan[image: External link], a Roman Catholic[image: External link] from Poitou[image: External link]. Cyprus was therefore handed over to the French dynasty of the house of Lusignan[image: External link], thus establishing the medieval Kingdom of Cyprus[image: External link].

For a period of about three centuries 1192–1489, Limassol enjoyed remarkable prosperity. Cyprus was characterised by its great number of Latin bishops. This lasted until the occupation of Cyprus by the Ottomans[image: External link] in AD 1570. Latin battalions which established monasteries were settled down there. The settlement of merchants in Cyprus and particularly in Limassol in the 13th century led to the financial welfare of its inhabitants. Its harbour as a centre of transportation and commerce, contributed greatly to the financial and cultural development[image: External link].
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 Venetian rule




Cyprus was sold in 1489 to Venice[image: External link] by the Cypriot Queen Catherine Cornaro[image: External link].[10] The Venetians[image: External link] did not have Cyprus' best interest at heart, they were only interested in receiving the taxes and in exploiting the country’s resources. The Venetians strengthened the Castle of Limassol[image: External link].
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 Under the Ottoman Empire




The Ottoman Empire[image: External link] invaded Cyprus[image: External link] in 1570–1571 and occupied it.[11][12] Limassol was conquered in July 1570 without any resistance. Descriptions from various visitors describe the town of Limassol like a village with a significant population. [source?] The Christians[image: External link] used to live in small houses with such low doorways, that one had to bend in order to enter.

Some neighbourhoods, mostly to the east of the city were predominantly Greek, to the west predominantly Turkish with an evenly mixed area around the castle. The church played an important role in the education of Greeks during the years 1754–1821. During those years new schools were set up in all the towns. Greek intellectuals used to teach Greek history[image: External link], Turkish and French. The following schools operated in the town of Limassol:


	The Greek School which was established in 1819.

	The first public school which was established in 1841.

	The Girls’ School which was established in 1861.
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 British Colonial administration




The British[image: External link] took over in Cyprus in 1878. The first British governor of Limassol was Colonel Warren.[13] He showed a particular interest in Limassol and even from the very first days the condition of the town showed an improvement. The roads were cleaned, the animals were removed from the centre, roads were fixed, trees were planted and docks were constructed for the loading and unloading of those ships that were anchored off-shore. Lanterns for the lighting of the central areas were also installed in the 1880. In 1912, electricity replaced the old lanterns.[13]

From the very first years of the British occupation, a post office[image: External link], a telegraph office and a hospital began to operate.[13] In 1880 the first printing press[image: External link] started working. It was in this printing press that the newspapers Alithia and Anagennisis were published in 1897. The newspaper Salpinx was published at the same time.

At the end of the 19th century the very first hotels began to operate. Among these were Europe and Amathus.

These changes that the British brought about contributed to the development of an intellectual and artistic life. Schools, theatres, clubs, art galleries[image: External link], music halls[image: External link], sport societies, football clubs[image: External link] etc. were all set up and meant a great deal to the cultural life of Limassol.
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 Politics and government




The first Marxist[image: External link] groups in Cyprus formed in Limassol in the early 1920s; in 1926, the Communist party[image: External link] of Cyprus was formed in the city. Its successor, AKEL[image: External link], has dominated municipal elections since the first free elections in 1943, won by Ploutis Servas[image: External link].

The European People's Party[image: External link] held an extraordinary party summit in Limassol in 2013. The list of participants in the summit included European Council[image: External link] members, government representatives, European Commission[image: External link] representatives, opposition members and leaders, and European Parliament[image: External link] representatives. The summit's agenda included topics such as the EU's multi-annual financial framework for the period 2014–2020 and the preparation for the 2014 European elections.[14] Notably, Andreas Christou[image: External link], a Progressive Party of Working People[image: External link] member, was re-elected mayor of Limassol in December 2011 to serve his second five-year term.
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 Education




There are over a hundred educational institutions in the city. Limassol hosts Saint Mary's school, a Catholic private school open to all religions and races, as well as other private schools, such as The Grammar School Limassol, American Academy, The Heritage Private School[image: External link] and Foley's Grammar School.

In addition to the various Greek-speaking Elementary schools, Limassol is home to the Limassol Nareg Armenian school[image: External link].

Furthermore, Limassol is the base of Cyprus University of Technology[image: External link], which was established in 2004.
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 Transport




Public transport in Limassol is currently served only by buses.

Limassol is connected to the other cities in Cyprus via Intercity Buses.

International airports: Larnaca International Airport[image: External link] (situated ~50 km (31 mi) north-east from city) and Paphos International Airport[image: External link] (situated ~50 km (31 mi) north-west from city).
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 Climate




Limassol has a Subtropical[image: External link]-Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link]: Csa)[15] with warm to hot and dry summers and very mild winters, which are separated by short springs and autumns which are generally warm and pleasant. From December to March the weather is unsettled and can be rainy and windy but you can also often expect great amounts of sunshine averaging around 6 hours a day. During this season there are a few days when the daytime highs might not exceed 12 °C (54 °F) and the night time lows might be as low as 2 °C (36 °F) but usually the temperature ranges from 16 °C (61 °F) to 20 °C (68 °F) in the day and from 7 °C (45 °F) to 12 °C (54 °F) in the night.

Rain tends to be heavy this time of the year and thunderstorms occur often though they usually do not last for a long time. Snow in Limassol is a very rare occurrence and usually falls mixed with rain every 7–13 years. In recent years, snow mixed with rain fell in February 2004, in January 2008 and in February 2012. In spring – March the weather is mild to warm and pleasant. It is sunny almost every day and the temperatures are around 19–20 °C (66–68 °F) in the day and 9 °C (48 °F) in the night. Rain showers and thunderstorms are common especially in late March and April. Sometimes during the spring dust comes from the Sahara[image: External link] desert which affects badly the visibility of the city. Summer for Limassol is the longest season of the year, lasts about eight months, that begins in April and finishes in November. At this time of the year the weather is sunny every day and rain is rare. The temperatures range between 19 °C (66 °F) to 30 °C (86 °F) in June and September and 22 °C (72 °F) to 40 °C (104 °F) in July and August. In June sea mist can sometimes occur usually resolves early in the mornings. Autumn is warm and usually sunny. It begins in the end of November and in December. During this period of the year expect temperatures from as low as 12 °C (54 °F) and as high as 20 °C (68 °F).

This season the weather differs from year to year and it can be very wet with violent thunderstorms sometimes (October 2009; rainfall of around 90 mm (3.5 in)) or very dry (October 2007; rainfall of 2-5mm). Finally Limassol receives around 410 mm (16.1 in) of rain each year but this varies from year to year and sometimes droughts do occur (every 3–5 years). The rainy season 2009–2010 was a wet one with precipitation being as high as 515 mm (20.3 in) in some areas whilst the rainy season of 2007–2008 was dry with only 300 mm (11.8 in) of rain. Hail is rare and usually falls between October–April.




	Average sea temperature



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	17.8 °C

(64.0 °F)
	17.0 °C

(62.6 °F)
	17.3 °C

(63.1 °F)
	18.1 °C

(64.6 °F)
	20.8 °C

(69.4 °F)
	24.4 °C

(75.9 °F)
	27.2 °C

(81.0 °F)
	28.0 °C

(82.4 °F)
	27.2 °C

(81.0 °F)
	25.2 °C

(77.4 °F)
	22.1 °C

(71.8 °F)
	19.6 °C

(67.3 °F)
	22.0 °C

(71.6 °F)






	Climate data for Limassol 1991–2005



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	25

(77)
	28

(82)
	28

(82)
	32

(90)
	34

(94)
	37

(99)
	39

(103)
	36

(97)
	36

(97)
	34

(93)
	30

(86)
	28

(82)
	39

(103)



	Average high °C (°F)
	17.6

(63.7)
	17.8

(64)
	20.0

(68)
	22.9

(73.2)
	26.9

(80.4)
	30.8

(87.4)
	33.2

(91.8)
	33.3

(91.9)
	31.3

(88.3)
	28.6

(83.5)
	23.5

(74.3)
	18.9

(66)
	25.4

(77.71)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	13.2

(55.8)
	13.5

(56.3)
	15.2

(59.4)
	18.0

(64.4)
	21.8

(71.2)
	25.5

(77.9)
	27.8

(82)
	28.0

(82.4)
	26.0

(78.8)
	23.2

(73.8)
	18.5

(65.3)
	14.5

(58.1)
	20.43

(68.78)



	Average low °C (°F)
	8.8

(47.8)
	8.5

(47.3)
	10.4

(50.7)
	13.1

(55.6)
	16.7

(62.1)
	20.1

(68.2)
	22.4

(72.3)
	22.7

(72.9)
	20.6

(69.1)
	17.7

(63.9)
	13.5

(56.3)
	10.1

(50.2)
	15.38

(59.7)



	Record low °C (°F)
	0

(32)
	0

(32)
	3

(38)
	7

(45)
	10

(50)
	14

(57)
	17

(63)
	18

(64)
	14

(57)
	12

(53)
	4

(39)
	1

(33)
	0

(32)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	86.7

(3.413)
	66.9

(2.634)
	35.8

(1.409)
	18.4

(0.724)
	05.1

(0.201)
	01.4

(0.055)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	02.9

(0.114)
	13.1

(0.516)
	77.5

(3.051)
	99.7

(3.925)
	407.5

(16.043)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1 mm)
	9.3
	7.1
	5.6
	3.3
	1.1
	0.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	1.9
	5.5
	8.8
	43.1



	Source: Meteorological Service (Cyprus)[17]






	Climate data for Limassol



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	16.7

(62.1)
	17.1

(62.8)
	18.9

(66)
	22.2

(72)
	26.1

(79)
	29.9

(85.8)
	32.1

(89.8)
	32.6

(90.7)
	30.4

(86.7)
	27.2

(81)
	23.0

(73.4)
	18.5

(65.3)
	24.56

(76.22)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	12.1

(53.8)
	12.1

(53.8)
	13.6

(56.5)
	16.3

(61.3)
	20.1

(68.2)
	23.8

(74.8)
	25.8

(78.4)
	26.3

(79.3)
	24.1

(75.4)
	21.4

(70.5)
	17.6

(63.7)
	13.7

(56.7)
	18.91

(66.03)



	Average low °C (°F)
	7.4

(45.3)
	7.0

(44.6)
	8.2

(46.8)
	10.4

(50.7)
	14.0

(57.2)
	17.6

(63.7)
	19.5

(67.1)
	19.9

(67.8)
	17.8

(64)
	15.5

(59.9)
	12.2

(54)
	8.8

(47.8)
	13.19

(55.74)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	95

(3.74)
	71

(2.8)
	48

(1.89)
	20

(0.79)
	8

(0.31)
	2

(0.08)
	1

(0.04)
	0

(0)
	2

(0.08)
	26

(1.02)
	48

(1.89)
	104

(4.09)
	425

(16.73)



	Source: Climate-Data.org[18]
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 Economy




The development of tourism[image: External link] in Limassol began after 1974 when the Famagusta[image: External link] and Kyrenia[image: External link], the principal tourist resorts of Cyprus, were occupied in the Turkish invasion of Cyprus[image: External link], after which they became a part of the illegally occupied part of Cyprus. Limassol has a lot of beaches, suitable for sunbathing and swimming. A bathing beach with all the necessary facilities, provided by the Cyprus Tourism Organisation[image: External link] (CTO), is operating in the town of Limassol, in Dasoudi area.

Limassol became the major sea port[image: External link] of the Republic of Cyprus in 1974. Before 1974, that role had been filled by Famagusta[image: External link], which is now located in the Northern Cyprus, which is not recognised as a legal port by any country except Turkey.

Limassol is the base for many of the island's wine[image: External link] companies, serving the wine-growing regions on the southern slopes of the Troodos Mountains[image: External link] including Commandaria[image: External link]. Companies include KEO[image: External link], LOEL, SODAP and ETKO. Wines and cognacs (brandies) that are produced by the grapes here have won several awards in international exhibitions.[citation needed[image: External link]] There is a considerable consumption of wine products in Cyprus by the locals and the foreign visitors. Big quantities are exported to Europe.

The town of Limassol is the biggest industrial centre of the province. There are about 350 industrial units[image: External link] with 90 industry wares. These industries concern dressmaking, furniture, shoes, drinks, food, prints, metal industry, electric devices, plastic wares as well as many other different industries.

Limassol is an important trade centre of Cyprus. This is due to the presence of the UK sovereign base[image: External link] at Episkopi and Akrotiri[image: External link], and to the displacement of the population in Limassol after the Turkish invasion in 1974. The trade markets are gathered in the centre of the town and in the tourist area along the coast that begins from the old harbour and ends in Amathus area. Most of the hotels, restaurants, confectioneries, discos and places of entertainment in general, are to be found in this area.

Limassol has two ports, commonly referred to as the "old port" and the "new port". The new port has the greatest commercial and passenger flow of traffic and it is the biggest port in the Republic of Cyprus. The old harbour has a breakwater 250 metres (820 feet) long and it is only able to receive three small ships at a time. It is thus normally used by fishing boats. The new harbour is 11 metres (36 feet) deep and has break-waters that are 1,300 metres (4,300 feet) long. It is able to receive about ten ships depending on their size. Exports of grapes, wines, carobs, citrus fruits[image: External link] and imports of cereals, vehicles, machines, textiles, agricultural medicines, fertilizers, iron etc. are exported and imported through these ports.

Limassol is today the largest ship management[image: External link] service centre in Europe[citation needed[image: External link]] with more than 60 ship management companies located in the city, as due to the Cyprus Shipping tax system (a choice between corporation tax or a tonnage tax system) it makes it very attractive for crew management[image: External link] companies and ship management companies to have their main offices in Limassol. These ship management companies employ more than 40,000 seafarers.[citation needed[image: External link]] In fact, the Cyprus registry today is ranked as the tenth among international fleets.[citation needed[image: External link]]

A marina located to the west of Limassol Castle, between the old and new ports, has been built. This new development allows berthing of ocean-going yachts and was opened to public in 2014, having hosted its first yachts in 2013.[19] The marina has a capacity of 1,000 vessels.

During the last years,[ when?[image: External link]] Limassol has experienced a construction boom fuelled by the tourist sector as well as from increasing foreign investments in the city. Public projects like the redesigning of the city's one-kilometre (0.62-mile) promenade, are improving the quality of life of the people and the image of the city as a cosmopolitan destination. Infrastructure improvements partly funded by European programmes have helped solve traffic problems that the city faced with the construction of new highway flyovers and roundabouts.

The Port of Limassol[image: External link] is one of the busiest ports in the Mediterranean transit trade and the largest port in Cyprus. It has also become one of the most important tourism[image: External link], trade, and service-providing centres in the area. Limassol is home to the Cyprus University of Technology[image: External link]. A number of museums[image: External link] and archaeological[image: External link] sites[image: External link] are available to visitors. Limassol attracts a wide range of tourists mostly during an extended summer season to be accommodated in a wide range of hotels and apartments. A large marina lies near the old town[image: External link], 500 metres (1,600 feet) from the Limassol medieval castle.
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 Demographics




Internal migration since the 1960s and influx of displaced persons[image: External link] after 1974 significantly increased the population of Limassol and its suburbs. Greater Limassol today includes the municipality of Limassol (includes the suburb of Agia Fyla) and the municipalities of Polemidia, Mesa Geitonia, Agios Athanasios[image: External link], Germasogeia and Ypsonas[image: External link].

Limassol traditionally had a mixed population of Greek[image: External link], Turkish Cypriots[image: External link] and Armenian Cypriots[image: External link]. The majority of Turkish Cypriots moved to the north in 1974. Accordingly, many Greek Cypriots[image: External link] from the north of Cyprus, who became refugees following the Turkish invasion[image: External link], settled down in Limassol. During the 1990s several Cypriot Romani people[image: External link] (considered Turkish Cypriots according to the constitution) returned from the North of the island to the Turkish quarter of Limassol. Armenians remained in Limassol and continued residence in surroundings of Sourp Kevork[image: External link] Armenian Apostolic Church and maintain an elementary school named Nareg (Նարեկ Հայկական Վարժարան). There is also an Armenian village in Limassol District named Armenochori[image: External link] ( Greek[image: External link]: Αρμενοχώρι).

The rise of the population birth rate[image: External link] during the late 19th and 20th centuries (1878–1960) was 70%. The number of inhabitants was 6,131 in 1881, while in 1960 the number had risen to 43,593. The number of the Greek population was estimated at 37,478, while the Turkish[image: External link] population at 6,115.

Limassol is home to a large community of Pontic Greeks[image: External link], who settled in Cyprus after the collapse of Soviet Union.

In recent years, the city has also become increasingly popular with Russian or other post-Soviet nationals and expatriates Today, some 17% of the population of Limassol are Russian-speaking, and 8% of the population are Russian citizens. There is a saying that "Limassol has the largest Russian Community outside of Russia"[20]
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 Landmarks





	The medieval castle[image: External link] is one of the ten castles of Cyprus[image: External link]. It was built by the Byzantines[image: External link] around 1000 AD. Around the same period, a chapel was also built there. Richard the Lionheart[image: External link] is supposed to have married his fiancée Princess Berengaria of Navarre[image: External link] on this site after her ship was grounded nearby in 1191 as she accompanied him to the Third Crusade[image: External link], on his way to Holy Land[image: External link]. The Castle was used as a prison between 1790 and 1940 and it now serves as a medieval museum. The collection that the museum provides covers the era of 400 – 1870 AD. A visitor can see numerous exhibits: cannons, wood carvings[image: External link] of the 17th and 18th century, paintings and tombstones, statues, suits of armour, coins, terracotta, metalware and pottery, glass and marble articrafts.

	The Archaeological Museum provides a very interesting collection of antiquities found in the district of Limassol, dating from the Neolithic Age[image: External link] to the Roman period[image: External link]. Some of the archaeological discoveries are: Stone axes of the Neolithic and Chalcolithic[image: External link] period, potteries and objects of the ancient cities of Curium and Amathus, as well as Roman terracottas, gold jewellery, coins, sculptures, columns, vases, earrings, rings, necklaces, marble statues etc.

	The Folk Art[image: External link] Museum is beautifully preserved old house which provides a very interesting collection of Cypriot Folk Art of the last two centuries. Objects in the collection include: national costumes, tapestry, embroidery, wooden chests, waistcoats, men’s jackets, necklaces, a variety of light clothes, town costumes, country tools etc. The museum was established in 1985. More than 500 exhibits are housed in its six rooms. The museum was awarded the Europa Nostra[image: External link] prize in 1989. Here, the visitor can study Cypriot culture through the hand-made exhibits.

	Public Garden is situated on the coastal road. It provides a great variety of vegetation: eucalyptus trees, pine trees[image: External link] and cypresses. In this beautiful environment the citizens of Limassol and many visitors can walk around and enjoy themselves. Inside the garden, there is a small zoo. There, the visitor can see deer, moufflons[image: External link], ostriches[image: External link], pheasants[image: External link], tigers, lions, monkeys, vultures[image: External link], pelicans and other animals and different kinds of birds. Not far from the zoo there is the small natural history museum[image: External link] and the garden theatre that is reconstructed to host famous international groups.

	A series of public sculptures commissioned by the Limassol Municipality, can be found on the reclamation (now Twin Cities park), spanning one mile (1.6 kilometres) of seafront reclaimed land[image: External link]. The sculptures were created by Costas Dikefalos[image: External link], Thodoros Papayiannis[image: External link], Vassilis Vassili[image: External link] and Kyriakos Rokos[image: External link] from Greece, and Helene Black[image: External link] from Cyprus.

	Towers of Limassol BBC Relay[image: External link], a powerful mediumwave transmitter.
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 Festivals




Limassol is famous in Cyprus for its festivals, like the Carnival[image: External link] and Wine Festival[image: External link].[21] The Limassol Carnival[image: External link] festival lasts for ten (10) days, with jolly and amusing masquerading. This custom is very old, going back to pagan rituals.[21] With the passage of time it has acquired a different, purely entertaining character, with a large, popular following. The festival starts with the entrance parade of the King Carnival, followed by a fancy-dress competition for children. During the Carnival parade in the main streets, large crowds from all over the island gather to watch the floats with the serenade and other masqueraded groups. Many fancy-dress balls and parties take place at many hotels every night.

During the first quarter of September, the great Wine Festival of Cyprus[image: External link] takes place in the Limassol Municipal Garden, every evening between 8.00 hrs – 23.00 hrs.[21] During the festival the visitor has the chance to taste some of the best Cyprus wines, which are offered free of charge. On some evenings, various groups from Cyprus and abroad perform folk dancing[image: External link] and there are also choirs and others.

Other festivals are Yermasogeia Flower Festival (May), Festival of the Flood (June), Shakespearean nights and Festival of Ancient Greek Drama[image: External link].[21]

Furthermore, the city of Limassol introduced the first Beer festival[image: External link] in July 2003. This is a three-day dance festival by the sea in the heart of the city centre. Visitors can enjoy a variety of Cypriot beers and imported beers, such as KEO, Heineken[image: External link], Amstel[image: External link] and Becks[image: External link]. The entrance to the festival is free of charge and beers are sold at low prices, complemented by a mix of international music. [22]

The sixth Junior Eurovision Song Contest[image: External link] was held in Limassol, in the Spyros Kyprianou Athletic Centre[image: External link].
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 Sports




Apollon Limassol[image: External link] and AEL FC[image: External link] are the two major sport clubs in Limassol, which have football[image: External link], basketball[image: External link] and volleyball[image: External link] teams. In basketball, Apollon and AEL are very powerful teams). In football, both teams Apollon and AEL play in First Division[image: External link]. Aris Limassol[image: External link] is another football team which plays in First Division and like AEL is one of the founding teams of the Cyprus Football Association[image: External link] (KOP). AEL women volleyball teams is the permanent champion of Cyprus. There are also teams in athletics[image: External link], bowling[image: External link], cycling[image: External link] and other sports.

The football stadium of Limassol is Tsirion[image: External link], with capacity of 13 331, which hosts the three football teams of Limassol and in the past it hosted Cyprus national football team[image: External link]. It was used also for athletics. There are various other stadiums for other sports in Limassol.

The Apollon Limassol basketball stadium, hosted the 2003 FIBA[image: External link] Europe South Regional Challenge Cup Final Four. The two basketball[image: External link] teams of Limassol participated and AEL became the first Cypriot sport team to win a European Trophy. In 2006, Limassol hosted the FIBA Europe[image: External link] All Star Game[image: External link] in Spyros Kiprianou Sports Centre, as it had the year before. Also, in the Limassol district the Cyprus Rally[image: External link] was hosted for World Rally Championship[image: External link] and currently is organising the Intercontinental Rally Challenge[image: External link].

The Limassol Marathon[image: External link] is part of an annual race series which takes place in Limassol, Cyprus. It was first run in 2006 and the ninth marathon will be held on 29 March 2015. There are various races including a marathon, a half marathon, a 10-kilometre (6.2-mile) health Race, a 5-kilometre (3.1-mile) corporate race and a 1-kilometre (0.62-mile) children’s fun run.

Limassol also has an independent civilian Rugby Union[image: External link] team, the Limassol Crusaders[image: External link], who play at the AEK Achileas Stadium and participate in the Joint Services Rugby League. There is a professional handball[image: External link] team, APEN Agiou Athanasiou[image: External link]. An annual marathon event takes place each year in Limassol the Limassol International Marathon GSO.

Rowing and canoeing are rapidly becoming very popular in Limassol, due to the 3 Nautical clubs in the city of Limassol. The Germasoyia dam is the place for both practising and competitions.
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 International relations
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 Twin towns — sister cities




Limassol is twinned[image: External link] with:[23]



	

	Nanjing[image: External link] in China[image: External link][23]

	
Alexandria[image: External link] in Egypt[image: External link][23]


	
Marseille[image: External link] in France[image: External link][23]


	
Niederkassel[image: External link] in Germany[image: External link][23]





	
	

	Heraklion[image: External link] in Crete[image: External link], Greece[23]

	
Patras[image: External link] in Greece[23][24]


	
Rhodes[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23]


	
Thessaloniki[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][25]{[23][26]





	
	

	Ioannina[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23]

	
Zakynthos[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23][25]


	
Haifa[image: External link] in Israel[image: External link] (since 2000)[23][27]
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 Notable residents





	
Costas Philippou[image: External link], UFC middleweight contender

	
Adamos Adamou[image: External link], member of European Parliament

	
Nicos Anastasiades[image: External link], President of the Republic of Cyprus

	
Mustafa Akıncı[image: External link], President of Northern Cyprus [No such country exists?]

	
Marcos Baghdatis[image: External link], tennis player

	
Helene Black[image: External link], artist and curator

	
Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link], film director

	
Stelios Haji-Ioannou[image: External link], entrepreneur

	
Spyros Kyprianou[image: External link], former president

	
Markos Kyprianou[image: External link], politician

	
Ahmet Mithat Berberoğlu[image: External link], politician

	
Solon Michaelides[image: External link], composer and musicologist

	
Sotiris Moustakas[image: External link], actor

	
Leontios of Neapolis[image: External link], early medieval bishop and author

	
Linda Papadopoulos[image: External link], psychologist

	
Theo Paphitis[image: External link], entrepreneur

	
Ioannis Phrangoudis[image: External link], Olympic medalist

	
Stelarc[image: External link], artist

	
Marios Tokas[image: External link], composer

	
Pavlos Kontides[image: External link], Olympic medalist

	
George Achilleos[image: External link], Olympic Winner, Champion skeet shooter
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 See also





	Limassol District[image: External link]

	Cyprus University of Technology[image: External link]

	Amathus[image: External link]

	Kourion[image: External link]

	Knights Templar[image: External link]

	
Limassol is also the title of a song by Maxïmo Park[image: External link] from the album A Certain Trigger[image: External link].

	
Limassol is the title of a 2010 novel by Israeli writer Yishai Sarid[image: External link], published in English by Europa Editions.
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Cyprus





Cyprus ( i[image: External link]/'saIpres /[image: External link]; Greek[image: External link]: Κύπρος IPA:  [ˈcipros][image: External link]; Turkish[image: External link]: Kıbrıs IPA:  [ˈkɯbɾɯs][image: External link]), officially the Republic of Cyprus (Greek: Κυπριακή Δημοκρατία; Turkish: Kıbrıs Cumhuriyeti), is an island country in the Eastern Mediterranean[image: External link] and the third largest and third most populous island in the Mediterranean[image: External link]. It is located south of Turkey[image: External link], west of Syria[image: External link] and Lebanon[image: External link], northwest of Israel[image: External link] and Palestine[image: External link], north of Egypt[image: External link], and southeast of Greece[image: External link].

The earliest known human activity[image: External link] on the island dates to around the 10th millennium BC. Archaeological remains from this period include the well-preserved Neolithic[image: External link] village of Khirokitia[image: External link], and Cyprus is home to some of the oldest water wells in the world.[9] Cyprus was settled by Mycenaean Greeks[image: External link] in two waves in the 2nd millennium BC. As a strategic location in the Middle East, it was subsequently occupied by several major powers[image: External link], including the empires of the Assyrians[image: External link], Egyptians[image: External link] and Persians[image: External link], from whom the island was seized in 333 BC by Alexander the Great[image: External link]. Subsequent rule by Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link], the Classical[image: External link] and Eastern Roman Empire[image: External link], Arab[image: External link] caliphates[image: External link] for a short period, the French Lusignan dynasty[image: External link] and the Venetians[image: External link], was followed by over three centuries of Ottoman rule[image: External link] between 1571 and 1878 (de jure[image: External link] until 1914).[10]

Cyprus was placed under British administration based on Cyprus Convention[image: External link] in 1878 and formally annexed by Britain in 1914. While Turkish Cypriots made up 18% of the population, the partition of Cyprus and creation of a Turkish state in the north became a policy of Turkish Cypriot[image: External link] leaders and Turkey in the 1950s. Turkish leaders for a period advocated the annexation of Cyprus to Turkey as Cyprus was considered an "extension of Anatolia" by them; while since the 19th century,[11][12] the majority Greek Cypriot[image: External link] population and its Orthodox church[image: External link] had been pursuing union with Greece, which became a Greek national policy in the 1950s.[13] Following nationalist violence in the 1950s, Cyprus was granted independence[image: External link] in 1960.[14] In 1963, the 11-year intercommunal violence[image: External link] between Greek Cypriots[image: External link] and Turkish Cypriots[image: External link] started, which displaced more than 25,000 Turkish Cypriots[15][16] and brought the end of Turkish Cypriot representation in the republic. On 15 July 1974, a coup d'état[image: External link] was staged by Greek Cypriot nationalists[image: External link][17][18] and elements of the Greek military junta[image: External link][19] in an attempt at enosis[image: External link], the incorporation of Cyprus into Greece. This action precipitated the Turkish invasion of Cyprus[image: External link],[20] which led to the capture of the present-day territory of Northern Cyprus the following month, after a ceasefire collapsed, and the displacement[image: External link] of over 150,000 Greek Cypriots[21][22] and 50,000 Turkish Cypriots.[23] A separate Turkish Cypriot state in the north[image: External link] was established by unilateral declaration[image: External link] in 1983; the move was widely condemned by the international community[image: External link], with Turkey alone recognizing[image: External link] the new state. These events and the resulting political situation are matters of a continuing dispute[image: External link].

The Cyprus Republic has de jure[image: External link] sovereignty[image: External link] over the island of Cyprus, as well as its territorial sea and exclusive economic area, according to international law (except for the British Overseas Territory[image: External link] of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link], administered as Sovereign Base Areas, 2.8% of the territory). However, the Republic of Cyprus is de facto[image: External link] partitioned into two main parts: the area under the effective control of the Republic, located in the south and west, and comprising about 59% of the island's area; and the north,[24] administered by the self-declared Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, covering about 37% of the island's area. Another nearly 4% of the island's area is covered by the UN buffer zone[image: External link]. The international community considers the northern part of the island as territory of the Republic of Cyprus occupied by Turkish forces.[25][26][27][28][29] The occupation is viewed as illegal under international law, amounting to illegal occupation of EU territory since Cyprus became a member of the European Union[image: External link].[30]

Cyprus is a major tourist destination in the Mediterranean.[31][32][33] With an advanced[image: External link],[34] high-income economy[image: External link] and a very high Human Development Index[image: External link],[35][36] the Republic of Cyprus is a member of the Commonwealth[image: External link] since 1961 and was a founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement[image: External link] until it joined the European Union on 1 May 2004.[37] On 1 January 2008, the Republic of Cyprus joined the eurozone[image: External link].
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 Etymology




The earliest attested reference to Cyprus is the 15th century BC Mycenaean Greek[image: External link] 𐀓𐀠𐀪𐀍, ku-pi-ri-jo,[38] meaning "Cypriot" (Greek: Κύπριος), written in Linear B[image: External link] syllabic script.[39] The classical Greek form of the name is Κύπρος (Kýpros).

The etymology of the name is unknown. Suggestions include:


	the Greek word for the Mediterranean cypress tree[image: External link] (Cupressus sempervirens[image: External link]), κυπάρισσος (kypárissos)

	the Greek name of the henna[image: External link] plant (Lawsonia alba), κύπρος (kýpros)

	an Eteocypriot[image: External link] word for copper[image: External link]. Georges Dossin, for example, suggests that it has roots in the Sumerian[image: External link] word for copper (zubar) or for bronze[image: External link] (kubar), from the large deposits of copper ore found on the island.



Through overseas trade, the island has given its name to the Classical Latin[image: External link] word for copper through the phrase aes Cyprium, "metal of Cyprus", later shortened to Cuprum.[40]

The standard demonym[image: External link] relating to Cyprus or its people or culture is Cypriot[image: External link]. The terms Cypriote and Cyprian are also used, though less frequently.
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 History
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 Prehistoric and Ancient Cyprus




The earliest confirmed site of human activity on Cyprus is Aetokremnos[image: External link], situated on the south coast, indicating that hunter-gatherers[image: External link] were active on the island from around 10,000 BC[image: External link],[41] with settled village communities[image: External link] dating from 8200 BC. The arrival of the first humans correlates with the extinction of the dwarf hippos[image: External link] and dwarf elephants[image: External link].[42] Water wells[image: External link] discovered by archaeologists[image: External link] in western Cyprus are believed to be among the oldest in the world, dated at 9,000 to 10,500 years old.[9]

Remains of an 8-month-old cat were discovered buried with a human body at a separate Neolithic[image: External link] site in Cyprus.[43] The grave is estimated to be 9,500 years old (7500 BC), predating ancient Egyptian[image: External link] civilisation and pushing back the earliest known feline-human association[image: External link] significantly.[44] The remarkably well-preserved Neolithic village of Khirokitia[image: External link] is a UNESCO World Heritage Site[image: External link] dating to approximately 6800 BC.[45]

During the late Bronze Age the island experienced two waves of Greek settlement.[46] The first wave consisted of Mycenaean Greek[image: External link] traders who started visiting Cyprus around 1400 BC.[47][48] A major wave of Greek settlement is believed to have taken place following the Bronze Age collapse[image: External link] of Mycenaean Greece from 1100 to 1050 BC, with the island's predominantly Greek character dating from this period.[48][49] Cyprus occupies an important role in Greek mythology[image: External link] being the birthplace of Aphrodite[image: External link] and Adonis[image: External link], and home to King Cinyras[image: External link], Teucer[image: External link] and Pygmalion[image: External link].[50] Beginning in the 8th century BC Phoenician colonies[image: External link] were founded on the south coast of Cyprus, near present-day Larnaca[image: External link] and Salamis[image: External link].[48]

Cyprus is at a strategic location in the Middle East.[51][52][53][54][55][56][57] It was ruled by Assyria[image: External link] for a century starting in 708 BC, before a brief spell under Egyptian rule and eventually Persian[image: External link] rule in 545 BC.[48] The Cypriots, led by Onesilus[image: External link], king of Salamis, joined their fellow Greeks in the Ionian[image: External link] cities during the unsuccessful Ionian Revolt[image: External link] in 499 BC against the Achaemenid Empire[image: External link]. The revolt was suppressed, but Cyprus managed to maintain a high degree of autonomy and remained oriented towards the Greek world.[48]

The island was conquered by Alexander the Great[image: External link] in 333 BC. Following his death and the subsequent division of his empire[image: External link] and wars among his successors[image: External link], Cyprus became part of the Hellenistic empire[image: External link] of Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link]. It was during this period that the island was fully Hellenized[image: External link]. In 58 BC Cyprus was acquired by the Roman Republic[image: External link].[48]
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 Middle Ages




When the Roman Empire[image: External link] was divided into Eastern and Western parts in 395, Cyprus became part of the East Roman, or Byzantine Empire[image: External link], and would remain so until the Crusades[image: External link] some 800 years later. Under Byzantine rule, the Greek orientation that had been prominent since antiquity developed the strong Hellenistic-Christian character that continues to be a hallmark of the Greek Cypriot community.[48]

Beginning in 649, Cyprus suffered from devastating raids launched by Muslim armies[image: External link] from the Levant[image: External link], which continued for the next 300 years.[48] Many were quick piratical raids, but others were large-scale attacks in which many Cypriots were slaughtered and great wealth carried off or destroyed.[48]

There are no Byzantine churches which survive from this period; thousands of people were killed, and many cities – such as Salamis[image: External link] – were destroyed and never rebuilt.[48] Byzantine rule was restored in 965, when Emperor Nikephoros II Phokas[image: External link] scored decisive victories on land and sea.[48]

In 1191, during the Third Crusade[image: External link], Richard I of England[image: External link] captured the island from Isaac Komnenos of Cyprus[image: External link][58] He used it as a major supply base that was relatively safe from the Saracens[image: External link]. A year later Richard sold the island to the Knights Templar[image: External link], who, following a bloody revolt, in turn sold it to Guy of Lusignan[image: External link]. His brother and successor Amalric[image: External link] was recognised as King of Cyprus[image: External link] by Henry VI, Holy Roman Emperor[image: External link].[48]

Following the death in 1473 of James II[image: External link], the last Lusignan king, the Republic of Venice[image: External link] assumed control of the island, while the late king's Venetian widow, Queen Catherine Cornaro[image: External link], reigned as figurehead. Venice formally annexed the Kingdom of Cyprus[image: External link] in 1489, following the abdication of Catherine.[48] The Venetians fortified Nicosia[image: External link] by building the Venetian Walls[image: External link], and used it as an important commercial hub. Throughout Venetian rule, the Ottoman Empire[image: External link] frequently raided Cyprus. In 1539 the Ottomans destroyed Limassol and so fearing the worst, the Venetians also fortified Famagusta[image: External link] and Kyrenia[image: External link].[48]

During the almost four centuries of Latin rule, there existed two societies on Cyprus. The first consisted of Frankish[image: External link] nobles and their retinue, as well as Italian[image: External link] merchants and their families. The second, the majority of the population, consisted of Greek Cypriots[image: External link], serfs and laborers. Although a determined effort was made to supplant native traditions and culture, the effort failed.[48]
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 Cyprus under the Ottoman Empire




In 1570, a full-scale Ottoman assault with 60,000 troops brought the island under Ottoman control, despite stiff resistance by the inhabitants of Nicosia and Famagusta. Ottoman forces capturing Cyprus massacred[image: External link] many Greek and Armenian Christian inhabitants.[59] The previous Latin elite were destroyed and the first significant demographic change since antiquity took place with the formation of a Muslim community.[60] Soldiers who fought in the conquest settled on the island and Turkish peasants and craftsmen were brought to the island from Anatolia[image: External link].[61] This new community also included banished Anatolian tribes, "undesirable" persons and members of various "troublesome" Muslim sects, as well as a number of new converts on the island.[62]

The Ottomans abolished the feudal[image: External link] system previously in place and applied the millet system[image: External link] to Cyprus, under which non-Muslim peoples were governed by their own religious authorities. In a reversal from the days of Latin rule, the head of the Church of Cyprus[image: External link] was invested as leader of the Greek Cypriot population and acted as mediator between Christian Greek Cypriots and the Ottoman authorities. This status ensured that the Church of Cyprus was in a position to end the constant encroachments of the Roman Catholic Church.[63] Ottoman rule of Cyprus was at times indifferent, at times oppressive, depending on the temperaments of the sultans and local officials, and the island began over 250 years of economic decline.[64]

The ratio of Muslims to Christians fluctuated throughout the period of Ottoman domination. In 1777–78, 47,000 Muslims constituted a majority over the island's 37,000 Christians.[65] By 1872, the population of the island had risen to 144,000, comprising 44,000 Muslims and 100,000 Christians.[66] The Muslim population included numerous crypto-Christians[image: External link],[67] including the Linobambaki[image: External link], a crypto-Catholic community that arose due to religious persecution of the Catholic community by the Ottoman authorities;[67][68] this community would assimilate into the Turkish Cypriot community during British rule.[69]

As soon as the Greek War of Independence[image: External link] broke out in 1821, several Greek Cypriots left for Greece to join the Greek forces. In response, the Ottoman governor of Cyprus arrested and executed 486 prominent Greek Cypriots, including the Archbishop of Cyprus, Kyprianos[image: External link] and four other bishops.[70] In 1828, modern Greece's first president Ioannis Kapodistrias[image: External link] called for union of Cyprus with Greece, and numerous minor uprisings took place.[71] Reaction to Ottoman misrule led to uprisings by both Greek and Turkish Cypriots, although none were successful. After centuries of neglect by the Turks, the unrelenting poverty of most of the people, and the ever-present tax collectors fuelled Greek nationalism, and by the 20th century idea of enosis[image: External link], or union, with newly independent Greece was firmly rooted among Greek Cypriots.[64]
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 Numeracy




Under the Ottoman rule, numeracy, school enrollment and literacy rates were all low. In some countries, these low levels of human capital level persisted sometime after Ottoman rule ended. Greece and Cyprus were no exception, they faced the same issue of paths taken under Ottoman educational policies. In these two countries (Greece and Cyprus), numeracy increased rapidly during the twentieth century.[72]
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 Cyprus under the British Empire




In the aftermath of the Russo-Turkish War (1877–1878)[image: External link] and the Congress of Berlin[image: External link], Cyprus was leased[image: External link] to the British Empire[image: External link] which de facto took over its administration in 1878 (though, in terms of sovereignty, Cyprus remained a de jure[image: External link] Ottoman territory until 5 November 1914, together with Egypt and Sudan[image: External link])[10] in exchange for guarantees that Britain would use the island as a base to protect the Ottoman Empire against possible Russian aggression.[48]

The island would serve Britain as a key military base for its colonial routes. By 1906, when the Famagusta harbour was completed, Cyprus was a strategic naval outpost overlooking the Suez Canal[image: External link], the crucial main route to India which was then Britain's most important overseas possession. Following the outbreak of the First World War[image: External link] and the decision of the Ottoman Empire to join the war on the side of the Central Powers[image: External link], on 5 November 1914 the British Empire formally annexed Cyprus and declared the Ottoman Khedivate[image: External link] of Egypt and Sudan[image: External link] a Sultanate and British protectorate[image: External link].[10][48]

In 1915, Britain offered Cyprus to Constantine I of Greece[image: External link] on condition that Greece join the war on the side of the British, which he declined. In 1923, under the Treaty of Lausanne[image: External link], the nascent Turkish republic relinquished any claim to Cyprus,[73] and in 1925 it was declared a British crown colony[image: External link].[48] Many Greek and Turkish Cypriots fought in the British Army[image: External link] during both world wars[image: External link].[74][not in citation given[image: External link]] During the Second World War[image: External link], many enlisted in the Cyprus Regiment[image: External link].

The Greek Cypriot population, meanwhile, had become hopeful that the British administration would lead to enosis. The idea of enosis was historically part of the Megali Idea[image: External link], a greater political ambition of a Greek state encompassing the territories with Greek inhabitants in the former Ottoman Empire, including Cyprus and Asia Minor[image: External link] with a capital in Constantinople[image: External link], and was actively pursued by the Cypriot Orthodox Church[image: External link], which had its members educated in Greece. These religious officials, together with Greek military officers and professionals, some of whom still pursued the Megali Idea[image: External link], would later found the guerrilla organisation Ethniki Organosis Kyprion Agoniston or National Organisation of Cypriot Fighters ( EOKA[image: External link]).[75][76] The Greek Cypriots viewed the island as historically Greek and believed that union with Greece was a natural right.[77] In the 1950s, the pursuit of enosis became a part of the Greek national policy,[78]

Initially, the Turkish Cypriots favoured the continuation of the British rule.[79] However, they were alarmed by the Greek Cypriot calls for enosis as they saw the union of Crete[image: External link] with Greece, which led to the exodus of Cretan Turks[image: External link], as a precedent to be avoided,[80][81] and they took a pro-partition stance in response to the militant activity of EOKA.[82] The Turkish Cypriots also viewed themselves as a distinct ethnic group of the island and believed in their having a separate right to self-determination[image: External link] from Greek Cypriots.[77] Meanwhile, in the 1950s, Turkish leader Menderes[image: External link] considered Cyprus an "extension of Anatolia", rejected the partition of Cyprus along ethnic lines and favoured the annexation of the whole island to Turkey. Nationalistic slogans centred on the idea that "Cyprus is Turkish" and the ruling party declared Cyprus to be a part of the Turkish homeland that was vital to its security. Upon realising the fact that the Turkish Cypriot population was only 20% of the islanders made annexation unfeasible, the national policy was changed to favour partition. The slogan "Partition or Death" was frequently used in Turkish Cypriot and Turkish protests starting in the late 1950s and continuing throughout the 1960s. Although after the Zürich and London conferences Turkey seemed to accept the existence of the Cypriot state and to distance itself from its policy of favouring the partition of the island, the goal of the Turkish and Turkish Cypriot leaders remained that of creating an independent Turkish state in the northern part of the island.[83][84]

In January 1950, the Church of Cyprus organised a referendum[image: External link] under the supervision of clerics and with no Turkish Cypriot participation,[85] where 96% of the participating Greek Cypriots voted in favour of enosis,[86][87][88] The Greeks were 80.2% of the total island' s population at the time (census 1946[image: External link]). Restricted autonomy under a constitution was proposed by the British administration but eventually rejected. In 1955 the EOKA organisation was founded, seeking union with Greece through armed struggle. At the same time the Turkish Resistance Organisation[image: External link] (TMT), calling for Taksim, or partition, was established by the Turkish Cypriots as a counterweight.[89] The British had also adopted at the time a policy of "divide and rule". Woodhouse, a British official in Cyprus, revealed that then British Foreign Secretary Harold Macmillan[image: External link] "urged the Britons in Cyprus to stir up the Turks in order to neutralise Greek agitation". British officials also tolerated the creation of the Turkish underground organisation T.M.T. The Secretary of State for the Colonies in a letter dated 15 July 1958 had advised the Governor of Cyprus not to act against T.M.T despite its illegal actions so as not to harm British relations with the Turkish government.[84]
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 Independence and inter-communal violence




On 16 August 1960, Cyprus attained independence after the Zürich and London Agreement[image: External link] between the United Kingdom, Greece and Turkey. Cyprus had a total population of 573,566; of whom 442,138 (77.1%) were Greeks, 104,320 (18.2%) Turks, and 27,108 (4.7%) others.[90] The UK retained the two Sovereign Base Areas[image: External link] of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link], while government posts and public offices were allocated by ethnic quotas, giving the minority Turkish Cypriots a permanent veto, 30% in parliament and administration, and granting the three mother-states guarantor rights.

However, the division of power as foreseen by the constitution soon resulted in legal impasses and discontent on both sides, and nationalist militants started training again, with the military support of Greece and Turkey respectively. The Greek Cypriot leadership believed that the rights given to Turkish Cypriots under the 1960 constitution were too extensive and designed the Akritas plan[image: External link], which was aimed at reforming the constitution in favour of Greek Cypriots, persuading the international community about the correctness of the changes and violently subjugating Turkish Cypriots in a few days should they not accept the plan.[91] Tensions were heightened when Cypriot President Archbishop Makarios III[image: External link] called for constitutional changes[image: External link], which were rejected by Turkey[15] and opposed by Turkish Cypriots.[91]

Intercommunal violence erupted[image: External link] on 21 December 1963, when two Turkish Cypriots were killed at an incident involving the Greek Cypriot police. The violence resulted in the death of 364 Turkish and 174 Greek Cypriots,[92] destruction of 109 Turkish Cypriot or mixed villages and displacement of 25,000–30,000 Turkish Cypriots. The crisis resulted in the end of the Turkish Cypriot involvement in the administration and their claiming that it had lost its legitimacy;[15] the nature of this event is still controversial. In some areas, Greek Cypriots prevented Turkish Cypriots from travelling and entering government buildings, while some Turkish Cypriots willingly withdrew due to the calls of the Turkish Cypriot administration.[93] Turkish Cypriots started living in enclaves[image: External link]; the republic's structure was changed, unilaterally, by Makarios and Nicosia was divided by the Green Line[image: External link], with the deployment of UNFICYP[image: External link] troops.[15]

In 1964, Turkey tried to invade Cyprus[94] in response to the continuing Cypriot intercommunal violence[image: External link]. But Turkey was stopped by a strongly worded telegram from the US President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] on 5 June, warning that the US would not stand beside Turkey in case of a consequential Soviet[image: External link] invasion of Turkish territory.[95] Meanwhile, by 1964, enosis was a Greek policy that could not be abandoned; Makarios and the Greek prime minister Georgios Papandreou[image: External link] agreed that enosis should be the ultimate aim and King Constantine[image: External link] wished Cyprus "a speedy union with the mother country". Greece dispatched 10,000 troops to Cyprus to counter a possible Turkish invasion.[96]
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 1974 coup, Turkish invasion and division




On 15 July 1974, the Greek military junta[image: External link] under Dimitrios Ioannides[image: External link] carried out a coup d'état[image: External link] in Cyprus, to unite the island with Greece[image: External link].[97][98][99] The coup ousted president Makarios III[image: External link] and replaced him with pro- enosis[image: External link] nationalist Nikos Sampson[image: External link].[100] In response to the coup,[101][102][103][104][105] five days later, on 20 July 1974, the Turkish army invaded[image: External link] the island, citing a right to intervene to restore the constitutional order from the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee[image: External link]. This justification has been rejected by the United Nations and the international community.[106]

The Turkish air force began bombing Greek positions in Cyprus, and hundreds of paratroopers[image: External link] were dropped in the area between Nicosia and Kyrenia, where well-armed Turkish Cypriot enclaves had been long-established; while off the Kyrenia coast, Turkish troop ships landed 6,000 men as well as tanks, trucks and armoured vehicles.[107][108]

Three days later, when a ceasefire had been agreed,[109] Turkey had landed 30,000 troops on the island and captured Kyrenia, the corridor linking Kyrenia to Nicosia, and the Turkish Cypriot quarter of Nicosia itself.[109] The junta in Athens[image: External link], and then the Sampson regime in Cyprus fell from power. In Nicosia, Glafkos Clerides[image: External link] assumed the presidency and constitutional order was restored, removing the pretext for the Turkish invasion.[109] But after the peace negotiations in Geneva[image: External link], the Turkish government reinforced their Kyrenia bridgehead and started a second invasion on 14 August.[110] The invasion resulted in the seizure of Morphou[image: External link], Karpass[image: External link], Famagusta and the Mesaoria[image: External link].

International pressure led to a ceasefire, and by then 37% of the island had been taken over by the Turks and 180,000 Greek Cypriots had been evicted from their homes in the north.[111] At the same time, around 50,000 Turkish Cypriots moved to the areas under the control of the Turkish Forces and settled in the properties of the displaced Greek Cypriots. Among a variety of sanctions against Turkey, in mid-1975 the US Congress imposed an arms embargo on Turkey for using American-supplied equipment during the Turkish invasion of Cyprus[image: External link] in 1974.[112] There are 1,534 Greek Cypriots[113] and 502 Turkish Cypriots[114] missing as a result of the fighting.
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 Post-division




After the restoration of constitutional order and the return of Archbishop Makarios III to Cyprus in December 1974, Turkish troops remained, occupying the northeastern portion of the island. In 1983, the leader of Turkish Cypriots proclaimed the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus[image: External link] (TRNC), which is only recognised by Turkey.

The events of the summer of 1974 dominate the politics[image: External link] on the island, as well as Greco-Turkish relations[image: External link]. Around 150,000 settlers from Turkey are believed to be living in the north—many of whom were forced from Turkey by the Turkish government—in violation of the Geneva Convention[image: External link] and various UN resolutions[image: External link].[115][116]

The Turkish invasion, followed by occupation and the declaration of independence of the TRNC have been condemned by United Nations resolutions, which are reaffirmed by the Security Council every year.[117] The last major effort to settle the Cyprus dispute[image: External link] was the Annan Plan[image: External link] in 2004, drafted by the then Secretary General, Kofi Annan. The plan was put to a referendum[image: External link] in both Northern Cyprus and the Republic of Cyprus. 65% of Turkish Cypriots voted in support of the plan and 74% Greek Cypriots voted against the plan, claiming that it disproportionately favoured the Turkish side.[118] In total, 66.7% of the voters rejected the Annan Plan V[image: External link]. On 1 May 2004 Cyprus joined the European Union, together with nine other countries.[119] Cyprus was accepted into the EU as a whole, although the EU legislation is suspended in Northern Cyprus until a final settlement of the Cyprus problem. In July 2006, the island served as a haven for people fleeing Lebanon, due to the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah[image: External link] (also called "The July War[image: External link]").[120]

Efforts have been made to enhance freedom of movement between the two sides. In April 2003, Northern Cyprus unilaterally eased border restrictions, permitting Cypriots to cross between the two sides for the first time in 30 years.[121] In March 2008, a wall that had stood for decades at the boundary between the Republic of Cyprus and the UN buffer zone[image: External link] was demolished.[122] The wall had cut across Ledra Street[image: External link] in the heart of Nicosia and was seen as a strong symbol of the island's 32-year division. On 3 April 2008, Ledra Street was reopened in the presence of Greek and Turkish Cypriot officials.[123] North and South relaunched reunification talks on 15 May 2015.[124]
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 Geography




Cyprus is the third largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, after the Italian islands of Sicily[image: External link] and Sardinia[image: External link] (both in terms of area and population). It is also the world's 80th largest by area[image: External link] and world's 51st largest by population[image: External link]. It measures 240 kilometres (149 mi) long from end to end and 100 kilometres (62 mi) wide at its widest point, with Turkey 75 kilometres (47 mi) to the north. It lies between latitudes 34°[image: External link] and 36° N[image: External link], and longitudes 32°[image: External link] and 35° E[image: External link].

Other neighbouring territories include Syria and Lebanon to the east (105 and 108 kilometres (65 and 67 mi), respectively), Israel 200 kilometres (124 mi) to the southeast, Egypt 380 kilometres (236 mi) to the south, and Greece to the northwest: 280 kilometres (174 mi) to the small Dodecanesian[image: External link] island of Kastellorizo[image: External link] (Megisti), 400 kilometres (249 mi) to Rhodes[image: External link] and 800 kilometres (497 mi) to the Greek mainland. Sources alternatively place Cyprus in Europe,[125][126][127] or Western Asia and the Middle East.[128][129]

The physical relief of the island is dominated by two mountain ranges, the Troodos Mountains[image: External link] and the smaller Kyrenia Range[image: External link], and the central plain they encompass, the Mesaoria[image: External link]. The Mesaoria plain is drained by the Pedieos River[image: External link], the longest on the island. The Troodos Mountains cover most of the southern and western portions of the island and account for roughly half its area. The highest point on Cyprus is Mount Olympus[image: External link] at 1,952 m (6,404 ft), located in the centre of the Troodos range. The narrow Kyrenia Range, extending along the northern coastline, occupies substantially less area, and elevations are lower, reaching a maximum of 1,024 m (3,360 ft). The island lies within the Anatolian Plate[image: External link].[130]

Geopolitically[image: External link], the island is subdivided into four main segments. The Republic of Cyprus occupies the southern two-thirds of the island (59.74%). The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus[image: External link] occupies the northern third (34.85%), and the United Nations-controlled Green Line[image: External link] provides a buffer zone[image: External link] that separates the two and covers 2.67% of the island. Lastly, two bases under British sovereignty[image: External link] are located on the island: Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link], covering the remaining 2.74%.
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 Climate




Cyprus has a subtropical climate[image: External link] – Mediterranean[image: External link] and semi-arid[image: External link] type (in the north-eastern part of the island) – Köppen climate classifications[image: External link] Csa and BSh,[131][132] with very mild winters (on the coast) and warm to hot summers. Snow is possible only in the Troodos Mountains in the central part of island. Rain occurs mainly in winter, with summer being generally dry.

Cyprus has one of the warmest climates in the Mediterranean part of the European Union.[citation needed[image: External link]] The average annual temperature on the coast is around 24 °C (75 °F) during the day and 14 °C (57 °F) at night. Generally, summers last about eight months, beginning in April with average temperatures of 21–23 °C (70–73 °F) during the day and 11–13 °C (52–55 °F) at night, and ending in November with average temperatures of 22–23 °C (72–73 °F) during the day and 12–14 °C (54–57 °F) at night, although in the remaining four months temperatures sometimes exceed 20 °C (68 °F).[133]

Among all cities in the Mediterranean part of the European Union, Limassol has one of the warmest winters, in the period January – February average temperature is 17–18 °C (63–64 °F) during the day and 7–8 °C (45–46 °F) at night, in other coastal locations in Cyprus is generally 16–17 °C (61–63 °F) during the day and 6–8 °C (43–46 °F) at night. During March, Limassol has average temperatures of 19–20 °C (66–68 °F) during the day and 9–11 °C (48–52 °F) at night, in other coastal locations in Cyprus is generally 17–19 °C (63–66 °F) during the day and 8–10 °C (46–50 °F) at night.[133]

The middle of summer is hot – in July and August on the coast the average temperature is usually around 33 °C (91 °F) during the day and around 22 °C (72 °F) at night (inland, in the highlands average temperature exceeds 35 °C (95 °F)) while in the June and September on the coast the average temperature is usually around 30 °C (86 °F) during the day and around 20 °C (68 °F) at night in Limassol, while is usually around 28 °C (82 °F) during the day and around 18 °C (64 °F) at night in Paphos. Large fluctuations in temperature are rare. Inland temperatures are more extreme, with colder winters and hotter summers compared with the coast of the island.[133]

Average annual temperature of sea is 21–22 °C (70–72 °F), from 17 °C (63 °F) in February to 27–28 °C (81–82 °F) in August (depending on the location). In total 7 months – from May to November – the average sea temperature exceeds 20 °C (68 °F).[134]

Sunshine hours on the coast are around 3,200 per year, from an average of 5–6 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12–13 hours in July.[134] This is about double that of cities in the northern half of Europe; for comparison, London receives about 1,540 per year.[135] In December, London receives about 50 hours of sunshine[135] while coastal locations in Cyprus about 180 hours (almost as much as in May in London).
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 Water supply




Cyprus suffers from a chronic shortage of water. The country relies heavily on rain to provide household water, but in the past 30 years average yearly precipitation has decreased.[136] Between 2001 and 2004, exceptionally heavy annual rainfall pushed water reserves up, with supply exceeding demand, allowing total storage in the island's reservoirs to rise to an all-time high by the start of 2005. However, since then demand has increased annually – a result of local population growth, foreigners moving to Cyprus and the number of visiting tourists – while supply has fallen as a result of more frequent droughts.[136]

Dams remain the principal source of water both for domestic and agricultural use; Cyprus has a total of 107 dams (plus one currently under construction) and reservoirs, with a total water storage capacity of about 330,000,000 m3 (1.2×1010 cu ft).[137] Water desalination[image: External link] plants are gradually being constructed to deal with recent years of prolonged drought. The Government has invested heavily in the creation of water desalination plants which have supplied almost 50 per cent of domestic water since 2001. Efforts have also been made to raise public awareness of the situation and to encourage domestic water users to take more responsibility for the conservation of this increasingly scarce commodity.

Turkey is building a water pipeline under the Mediterranean Sea from Anamur[image: External link] on its southern coast to the northern coast of Cyprus, to supply Northern Cyprus with potable and irrigation water (see Northern Cyprus Water Supply Project[image: External link]).
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 Politics




Cyprus is a presidential republic[image: External link]. The head of state and of the government is elected by a process of universal suffrage[image: External link] for a five-year term. Executive power is exercised by the government with legislative power vested in the House of Representatives whilst the Judiciary is independent of both the executive and the legislature.

The 1960 Constitution provided for a presidential system of government with independent executive, legislative and judicial branches as well as a complex system of checks and balances including a weighted power-sharing ratio designed to protect the interests of the Turkish Cypriots. The executive was led by a Greek Cypriot president and a Turkish Cypriot vice-president elected by their respective communities for five-year terms and each possessing a right of veto over certain types of legislation and executive decisions. Legislative power rested on the House of Representatives who were also elected on the basis of separate voters' rolls.

Since 1965, following clashes between the two communities, the Turkish Cypriot[image: External link] seats in the House remain vacant. In 1974 Cyprus was divided de facto when the Turkish army occupied the northern third of the island. The Turkish Cypriots subsequently declared independence in 1983 as the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus[image: External link] but were recognised only by Turkey[image: External link]. In 1985 the TRNC adopted a constitution and held its first elections. The United Nations recognises the sovereignty of the Republic of Cyprus over the entire island of Cyprus.

The House of Representatives currently has 59 members elected for a five-year term, 56 members by proportional representation[image: External link] and 3 observer members representing the Armenian[image: External link], Latin[image: External link] and Maronite[image: External link] minorities. 24 seats are allocated to the Turkish[image: External link] community but remain vacant since 1964. The political environment is dominated by the communist AKEL[image: External link], the liberal conservative Democratic Rally[image: External link], the centrist[image: External link][138] Democratic Party[image: External link], the social-democratic[image: External link] EDEK[image: External link] and the centrist EURO.KO[image: External link]. In 2008, Dimitris Christofias[image: External link] became the country's first Communist head of state. Due to his involvement in the 2012–13 Cypriot financial crisis[image: External link], Christofias did not run for re-election in 2013. The Presidential election in 2013 resulted in Democratic Rally[image: External link] candidate Nicos Anastasiades[image: External link] winning 57.48% of the vote. As a result, Anastasiades was sworn in on and has been President since 28 February 2013.
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 Administrative divisions




The Republic of Cyprus is divided into six districts: Nicosia[image: External link], Famagusta[image: External link], Kyrenia[image: External link], Larnaca[image: External link], Limassol[image: External link] and Paphos[image: External link].[139]
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 Exclaves and enclaves




Cyprus has four exclaves[image: External link], all in territory that belongs to the British Sovereign Base Area of Dhekelia[image: External link]. The first two are the villages of Ormidhia[image: External link] and Xylotymvou[image: External link]. The third is the Dhekelia Power Station[image: External link], which is divided by a British road into two parts. The northern part is the EAC[image: External link] refugee settlement. The southern part, even though located by the sea, is also an exclave because it has no territorial waters[image: External link] of its own, those being U.K. waters.[140]

The UN buffer zone[image: External link] runs up against Dhekelia and picks up again from its east side off Ayios Nikolaos[image: External link] and is connected to the rest of Dhekelia by a thin land corridor. In that sense the buffer zone turns the Paralimni[image: External link] area on the southeast corner of the island into a de facto, though not de jure[image: External link], exclave.
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 Foreign relations




The Republic of Cyprus is a member of the following international groups: Australia Group[image: External link], CN[image: External link], CE[image: External link], CFSP[image: External link], EBRD[image: External link], EIB[image: External link], EU[image: External link], FAO[image: External link], IAEA[image: External link], IBRD[image: External link], ICAO[image: External link], ICC[image: External link], ICCt[image: External link], ITUC[image: External link], IDA[image: External link], IFAD[image: External link], IFC[image: External link], IHO[image: External link], ILO[image: External link], IMF[image: External link], IMO[image: External link], Interpol[image: External link], IOC[image: External link], IOM[image: External link], IPU[image: External link], ITU[image: External link], MIGA[image: External link], NAM[image: External link], NSG[image: External link], OPCW[image: External link], OSCE[image: External link], PCA[image: External link], UN[image: External link], UNCTAD[image: External link], UNESCO[image: External link], UNHCR[image: External link], UNIDO[image: External link], UPU[image: External link], WCL[image: External link], WCO[image: External link], WFTU[image: External link], WHO[image: External link], WIPO[image: External link], WMO[image: External link], WToO[image: External link], WTO[image: External link].[141][142]
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 Human rights




In "Freedom in the World 2011", Freedom House rated Cyprus as "free".[143] In January 2011, the Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights[image: External link] on the question of Human Rights in Cyprus noted that the ongoing division of Cyprus continues to affect human rights throughout the island "... including freedom of movement, human rights pertaining to the question of missing persons, discrimination, the right to life, freedom of religion, and economic, social and cultural rights."[144] The constant focus on the division of the island can sometimes mask other human rights issues.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2014, Turkey was ordered by the European Court of Human Rights[image: External link] to pay well over $100m in compensation to Cyprus for the invasion;[145] Ankara[image: External link] announced that it would ignore the judgment.[146] In 2014, a group of Cypriot refugees and a European parliamentarian, later joined by the Cypriot government, filed a complaint to the International Court of Justice, accusing Turkey of violating the Geneva Conventions[image: External link] by directly or indirectly transferring its civilian population into occupied territory.[147] Over the preceding ten years, civilian transfer by Turkey had "reached new heights", in the words of one US ambassador.[e][148] Other violations of the Geneva and the Hague Conventions—both ratified by Turkey—amount to what archaeologist Sophocles Hadjisavvas called "the organized destruction of Greek and Christian heritage in the north".[149] These violations include looting of cultural treasures, deliberate destruction of churches, neglect of works of art, and altering the names of important historical sites, which was condemned by the International Council on Monuments and Sites[image: External link]. Hadjisavvas has asserted that these actions are motivated by a Turkish policy of erasing the Greek presence in Northern Cyprus within a framework of ethnic cleansing, as well as by greed and profit-seeking on the part of the individuals involved.[149]
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 Armed forces




The Cypriot National Guard[image: External link] is the main military institution of the Republic of Cyprus. It is a combined arms[image: External link] force, with land, air and naval elements. Historically all men were required to spend 24 months serving in the National Guard after their 17th birthday, but in 2016 this period of compulsory service was reduced to 14 months. The land forces of the Cypriot National Guard comprise the following units:


	First Infantry Division (Ιη Μεραρχία ΠΖ)

	Second Infantry Division (ΙΙα Μεραρχία ΠΖ)

	Fourth Infantry Brigade (ΙVη Ταξιαρχία ΠΖ)

	Twentieth Armoured Brigade (ΧΧη ΤΘ Ταξιαρχία)

	Third Support Brigade (ΙΙΙη Ταξιαρχία ΥΠ)

	Eighth Support Brigade (VIIIη Ταξιαρχία ΥΠ)



The air force includes the 449th Helicopter Gunship Squadron (449 ΜΑΕ) – operating Aérospatiale SA-342L[image: External link] and Bell 206[image: External link] and the 450th Helicopter Gunship Squadron (450 ME/P) – operating Mi-35P[image: External link] helicopters and the Britten-Norman BN-2B[image: External link] and Pilatus PC-9[image: External link] fixed-wing aircraft. Current senior officers include Supreme Commander, Cypriot National Guard, Lt. General Stylianos Nasis,[150] and Chief of Staff, Cypriot National Guard: Maj. General Michalis Flerianos.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Evangelos Florakis Naval Base explosion[image: External link], which occurred on 11 July 2011, was the most deadly military accident ever recorded in Cyprus.
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 Economy




In the early 21st century the Cypriot economy has diversified and become prosperous.[151] However, in 2012 it became affected by the Eurozone financial and banking crisis[image: External link]. In June 2012, the Cypriot government announced it would need €1.8 billion in foreign aid to support the Cyprus Popular Bank[image: External link], and this was followed by Fitch[image: External link] downgrading Cyprus's credit rating to junk status[image: External link].[152] Fitch said Cyprus would need an additional €4 billion to support its banks and the downgrade was mainly due to the exposure of Bank of Cyprus[image: External link], Cyprus Popular Bank and Hellenic Bank[image: External link], Cyprus's three largest banks, to the Greek financial crisis[image: External link].[152]

The 2012–2013 Cypriot financial crisis[image: External link] led to an agreement with the Eurogroup[image: External link] in March 2013 to split the country's second largest bank, the Cyprus Popular Bank (also known as Laiki Bank), into a "bad" bank which would be wound down over time and a "good" bank which would be absorbed by the Bank of Cyprus. In return for a €10 billion bailout[image: External link] from the European Commission[image: External link], the European Central Bank[image: External link] and the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], often referred to as the "troika", the Cypriot government was required to impose a significant haircut[image: External link] on uninsured deposits[image: External link], a large proportion of which were held by wealthy Russians[image: External link] who used Cyprus as a tax haven[image: External link]. Insured deposits of €100,000 or less were not affected.[153][154][155]

According to the latest International Monetary Fund estimates, its per capita GDP[image: External link] (adjusted for purchasing power[image: External link]) at $[image: External link]30,769 is just above the average of the European Union.[citation needed[image: External link]][156] Cyprus has been sought as a base for several offshore businesses for its low tax rates. Tourism, financial services and shipping are significant parts of the economy. Economic policy of the Cyprus government has focused on meeting the criteria for admission to the European Union. The Cypriot government adopted the euro as the national currency on 1 January 2008.[151]

In recent years significant quantities of offshore natural gas[image: External link] have been discovered in the area known as Aphrodite[image: External link] in Cyprus' exclusive economic zone ( EEZ[image: External link]),[157] about 175 kilometres (109 miles) south of Limassol at 33°5′40″N and 32°59′0″E.[158] However, Turkey's offshore drilling companies have accessed both natural gas and oil[image: External link] resources since 2013.[159] Cyprus demarcated its maritime border with Egypt[image: External link] in 2003, and with Lebanon[image: External link] in 2007.[160] Cyprus and Israel demarcated their maritime border in 2010,[161] and in August 2011, the US-based firm Noble Energy[image: External link] entered into a production-sharing agreement with the Cypriot government regarding the block's commercial development.[162]

Turkey[image: External link], which does not recognise the border agreements of Cyprus with its neighbours,[163] threatened to mobilise its naval forces if Cyprus proceeded with plans to begin drilling at Block 12.[164] Cyprus' drilling efforts have the support of the US, EU, and UN, and on 19 September 2011 drilling in Block 12 began without any incidents being reported.[165]

Because of the heavy influx of tourists and foreign investors, the property rental market in Cyprus has grown in recent years.[ when?[image: External link]][166] In late 2013, the Cyprus Town Planning Department announced a series of incentives to stimulate the property market and increase the number of property developments in the country's town centres.[167] This followed earlier measures to quickly give immigration permits to third country nationals investing in Cyprus property.[168]
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 Transport




Available modes of transport[image: External link] are by road, sea and air. Of the 10,663 km (6,626 mi) of roads in the Republic of Cyprus in 1998, 6,249 km (3,883 mi) were paved, and 4,414 km (2,743 mi) were unpaved. In 1996 the Turkish-occupied area had a similar ratio of paved to unpaved, with approximately 1,370 km (850 mi) of paved road and 980 km (610 mi) unpaved.[citation needed[image: External link]] Cyprus is one of only four EU nations in which vehicles drive on the left-hand side of the road[image: External link], a remnant of British colonisation (the others being Ireland[image: External link], Malta[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link]). A series of motorways[image: External link] runs along the coast from Paphos east to Ayia Napa, with two motorways running inland to Nicosia, one from Limassol and one from Larnaca.

Per capita private car ownership is the 29th-highest in the world.[169] There were approximately 344,000 privately owned vehicles, and a total of 517,000 registered motor vehicles in the Republic of Cyprus in 2006.[170] In 2006, plans were announced to improve and expand bus services and other public transport throughout Cyprus, with the financial backing of the European Union[image: External link] Development Bank. In 2010 the new bus network was implemented.[171]

Cyprus has several heliports and two international airports: Larnaca International Airport[image: External link] and Paphos International Airport[image: External link]. A third airport, Ercan International Airport[image: External link], operates in the Turkish Cypriot administered area with direct flights only to Turkey[image: External link] (Turkish Cypriot ports are closed to international traffic apart from Turkey). Nicosia International Airport[image: External link] has been closed since 1974.

The main harbours[image: External link] of the island are Limassol[image: External link] and Larnaca[image: External link], which service cargo, passenger and cruise ships[image: External link].
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 Communications




Cyta[image: External link], the state-owned[image: External link] telecommunications company, manages most telecommunications and Internet connections on the island. However, following deregulation of the sector, a few private telecommunications companies emerged, including MTN[image: External link], Cablenet, OTEnet Telecom, Omega Telecom and PrimeTel[image: External link]. In the Turkish-controlled area of Cyprus, three different companies are present: Turkcell[image: External link], KKTC Telsim[image: External link] and Turk Telekom[image: External link].
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 Demographics




According to the CIA World Factbook, in 2001 Greek Cypriots[image: External link] comprised 77%, Turkish Cypriots[image: External link] 18%, and others 5% of the Cypriot population.[172] At the time of the 2011 government census, there were 10,520 people of Russian[image: External link] origin living in Cyprus.[173][174][175][176]

According to the first population census after the declaration of independence, carried out in December 1960 and covering the entire island, Cyprus had a total population of 573,566; of whom 442,138 (77.1%) were Greeks, 104,320 (18.2%) Turkish, and 27,108 (4.7%) others.[90][177]

Due to the inter-communal ethnic tensions between 1963 and 1974, an island-wide census was regarded as impossible. Nevertheless, the Greek Cypriots conducted one in 1973, without the Turkish Cypriot populace.[178] According to this census, the Greek Cypriot population was 482,000. One year later, in 1974, the Cypriot government's Department of Statistics and Research estimated the total population of Cyprus at 641,000; of whom 506,000 (78.9%) were Greeks, and 118,000 (18.4%) Turkish.[179] After the partition of the island in 1974, Greeks conducted four more censuses: in 1976, 1982, 1992 and 2001; these excluded the Turkish population which was resident in the northern part of the island.[177]

According to the Republic of Cyprus's latest estimate, in 2005, the number of Cypriot citizens currently living in the Republic of Cyprus is around 871,036. In addition to this, the Republic of Cyprus is home to 110,200 foreign permanent residents[180] and an estimated 10,000–30,000 undocumented illegal immigrants currently living in the south of the island.[181]

According to the 2006 census carried out by Northern Cyprus, there were 256,644 (de jure[image: External link]) people living in Northern Cyprus. 178,031 were citizens of Northern Cyprus, of whom 147,405 were born in Cyprus (112,534 from the north; 32,538 from the south; 371 did not indicate what part of Cyprus they were from); 27,333 born in Turkey; 2,482 born in the UK and 913 born in Bulgaria. Of the 147,405 citizens born in Cyprus, 120,031 say both parents were born in Cyprus; 16,824 say both parents born in Turkey; 10,361 have one parent born in Turkey and one parent born in Cyprus.[182]

In 2010, the International Crisis Group[image: External link] estimated that the total population of Cyprus was 1.1 million,[183] of which there was an estimated 300,000 residents in the north, perhaps half of whom were either born in Turkey or are children of such settlers.[184] One source claims that the population in the north has reached 500,000,[185] 50% of which are thought to be Turkish settlers or Cypriot-born children of such settlers.[186]

The villages of Potamia (Nicosia district) and Pyla[image: External link] in the Larnaca District[image: External link] are the only settlements in the Republic of Cyprus with a mixed Greek and Turkish Cypriot population.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Y-Dna haplogroups[image: External link] are found at the following frequencies in Cyprus: J[image: External link] (43.07% including 6.20% J1), E1b1b[image: External link] (20.00%), R1[image: External link] (12.30% including 9.2% R1b), F[image: External link] (9.20%), I[image: External link] (7.70%), K[image: External link] (4.60%), A[image: External link] (3.10%).[187] J, K, F and E1b1b haplogroups consist of lineages with differential distribution within Middle East, North Africa and Europe while R1 and I are typical in West European populations.

Outside Cyprus there is a significant and thriving Greek Cypriot diaspora[image: External link] and Turkish Cypriot diaspora[image: External link] in the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, the United States, Greece and Turkey[image: External link].
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 Functional urban areas[image: External link][188]






	Functional urban areas[image: External link]
	Population

2013




	Nicosia[image: External link]
	337,000
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 Religion







	Religion in Cyprus[image: External link] (Pew Research[image: External link])[189][190]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Eastern Orthodoxy[image: External link]
	
  


	78%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	20%



	Other
	
  


	1%



	None
	
  


	1%






The majority of Greek Cypriots identify as Greek Orthodox[image: External link],[190][191][192] whereas most Turkish Cypriots are adherents of Sunni Islam[image: External link]. According to Eurobarometer 2005,[193] Cyprus was the second most religious state in the European Union at that time, after Malta (although in 2005 Romania[image: External link] wasn't in the European Union; currently Romania is the most religious state in the European Union[image: External link]) (see Religion in the European Union[image: External link]). The first President of Cyprus[image: External link], Makarios III[image: External link], was an archbishop[image: External link]. The current leader of the Greek Orthodox Church of Cyprus is Archbishop Chrysostomos II[image: External link].

Hala Sultan Tekke[image: External link], situated near the Larnaca Salt Lake[image: External link], is considered by some secular orientalists as the third holiest site in Sunni Islam[194][195] and an object of pilgrimage[image: External link] for both Muslims[196] and Christians.[197]

According to the 2001 census carried out in the Government-controlled area,[198] 94.8% of the population are Eastern Orthodox[image: External link], 0.9% Armenians[image: External link] and Maronites[image: External link], 1.5% Roman Catholics, 1.0% Church of England[image: External link], and 0.6% Muslims. There is also a Jewish community on Cyprus[image: External link]. The remaining 1.3% adhere to other religious denominations or did not state their religion.
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 Languages




Cyprus has two official languages, Greek[image: External link] and Turkish[image: External link].[199] Armenian[image: External link] and Cypriot Maronite Arabic[image: External link] are recognised as minority languages.[200][201] Although without official status, English[image: External link] is widely spoken and it features widely on road signs, public notices, and in advertisements, etc.[202] English was the sole official language during British colonial rule and the lingua franca[image: External link] until 1960, and continued to be used (de facto[image: External link]) in courts of law until 1989 and in legislation until 1996.[203] 80.4% of Cypriots are proficient in the English language as a second language[image: External link].[204] Russian[image: External link] is widely spoken among the country's minorities, residents and citizens of post-Soviet countries, and Pontic Greeks[image: External link]. Russian, after English and Greek, is the third language used on many signs of shops and restaurants, particularly in Limassol and Paphos. In addition to these languages, 12% speak French and 5% speak German.[205]

The everyday spoken language of Greek Cypriots is Cypriot Greek[image: External link] and that of Turkish Cypriots is Cypriot Turkish[image: External link].[203] These vernaculars[image: External link] both differ from their standard registers[image: External link] significantly.[203]
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 Education




Cyprus has a highly developed system of primary and secondary education offering both public and private education. The high quality of instruction can be attributed in part to the fact that nearly 7% of the GDP is spent on education which makes Cyprus one of the top three spenders of education in the EU along with Denmark and Sweden.[206]

State schools[image: External link] are generally seen as equivalent in quality of education to private-sector institutions. However, the value of a state high-school diploma is limited by the fact that the grades obtained account for only around 25% of the final grade for each topic, with the remaining 75% assigned by the teacher during the semester, in a minimally transparent way. Cypriot universities (like universities in Greece) ignore high school grades almost entirely for admissions purposes. While a high-school diploma is mandatory for university attendance, admissions are decided almost exclusively on the basis of scores at centrally administered university entrance examinations that all university candidates are required to take.

The majority of Cypriots receive their higher education at Greek, British, Turkish, other European and North American universities. It is noteworthy that Cyprus currently has the highest percentage of citizens of working age[image: External link] who have higher-level education in the EU at 30% which is ahead of Finland's 29.5%. In addition, 47% of its population aged 25–34 have tertiary education, which is the highest in the EU. The body of Cypriot students is highly mobile, with 78.7% studying in a university outside Cyprus.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture




Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots share a lot in common in their culture but also have differences. Several traditional food (such as souvla[image: External link] and halloumi[image: External link]) and beverages are similar, as well as expressions and ways of life. Hospitality and buying or offering food and drinks for guests or others are common among both. In both communities, music, dance and art are integral parts of social life and many artistic, verbal and nonverbal expressions, traditional dances such as tsifteteli[image: External link], similarities in dance costumes and importance placed on social activities are shared between the communities.[207] However, the two communities have distinct religions and religious cultures, with the Greek Cypriots traditionally being Greek Orthodox[image: External link] and Turkish Cypriots traditionally being Sunni Muslims[image: External link], which has partly hindered cultural exchange.[208] Greek Cypriots have influences from Greece[image: External link] and Christianity[image: External link], while Turkish Cypriots have influences from Turkey[image: External link] and Islam[image: External link].

The Limassol Carnival Festival[image: External link] is an annual carnival[image: External link] which is held at Limassol, in Cyprus. The event which is very popular in Cyprus was introduced in the 20th century.[209]
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 Art




The art history of Cyprus can be said to stretch back up to 10,000 years, following the discovery of a series of Chalcolithic[image: External link] period carved figures in the villages of Khoirokoitia[image: External link] and Lempa[image: External link].[210] The island is the home to numerous examples of high quality religious icon painting[image: External link] from the Middle Ages[image: External link] as well as many painted churches[image: External link]. Cypriot architecture was heavily influenced by French Gothic[image: External link] and Italian renaissance[image: External link] introduced in the island during the era of Latin domination (1191–1571).

In modern times Cypriot art history begins with the painter Vassilis Vryonides (1883–1958) who studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice.[211] Arguably the two founding fathers of modern Cypriot art were Adamantios Diamantis (1900–1994) who studied at London's Royal College of Art[image: External link] and Christopheros Savva (1924–1968) who also studied in London, at Saint Martin's School of Art[image: External link].[212] In many ways these two artists set the template for subsequent Cypriot art and both their artistic styles and the patterns of their education remain influential to this day. In particular the majority of Cypriot artists still train in England[213] while others train at art schools in Greece[image: External link] and local art institutions such as the Cyprus College of Art[image: External link], University of Nicosia[image: External link] and the Frederick Institute of Technology[image: External link].

One of the features of Cypriot art is a tendency towards figurative painting although conceptual art[image: External link] is being rigorously promoted by a number of art "institutions" and most notably the Nicosia Municipal Art Centre. Municipal art galleries exist in all the main towns and there is a large and lively commercial art scene. Cyprus was due to host the international art festival Manifesta[image: External link] in 2006 but this was cancelled at the last minute following a dispute between the Dutch organizers of Manifesta and the Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture over the location of some of the Manifesta events in the Turkish sector of the capital Nicosia[image: External link].[214][215]

Other notable Greek Cypriot artists include Helene Black[image: External link], Kalopedis family[image: External link], Panayiotis Kalorkoti[image: External link], Nicos Nicolaides[image: External link], Stass Paraskos[image: External link], Arestís Stasí[image: External link], Telemachos Kanthos[image: External link], Konstantia Sofokleous[image: External link] and Chris Achilleos[image: External link], and Turkish Cypriot artists include İsmet Güney[image: External link], Ruzen Atakan[image: External link] and Mutlu Çerkez[image: External link].
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 Music




The traditional folk music[image: External link] of Cyprus has several common elements with Greek[image: External link], Turkish[image: External link], and Arabic music[image: External link] including Greco-Turkish dances such as the sousta[image: External link], syrtos[image: External link], zeibekikos[image: External link], tatsia[image: External link], and karsilamas[image: External link] as well as the Middle Eastern-inspired tsifteteli[image: External link] and arapies. There is also a form of musical poetry known as chattista which is often performed at traditional feasts and celebrations. The instruments commonly associated with Cyprus folk music are the bouzouki[image: External link], oud[image: External link] ("outi"), violin ("fkiolin"), lute[image: External link] ("laouto"), accordion[image: External link], Cyprus flute[image: External link] ("pithkiavlin") and percussion (including the " toumperleki[image: External link]"). Composers associated with traditional Cypriot music include Evagoras Karageorgis, Marios Tokas[image: External link], Solon Michaelides and Savvas Salides. Among musicians is also the acclaimed pianist Cyprien Katsaris[image: External link] and composer and artistic director of the European Capital of Culture initiative Marios Joannou Elia[image: External link].

Popular music[image: External link] in Cyprus is generally influenced by the Greek Laïka[image: External link] scene; artists who play in this genre include international platinum[image: External link] star Anna Vissi[image: External link],[216][217][218][219] Evridiki[image: External link], and Sarbel[image: External link]. Hip Hop[image: External link], R&B[image: External link] and reggae[image: External link] have been supported by the emergence of Cypriot rap[image: External link] and the urban music[image: External link] scene at Ayia Napa[image: External link]. Cypriot rock music and Éntekhno[image: External link] rock is often associated with artists such as Michalis Hatzigiannis[image: External link] and Alkinoos Ioannidis[image: External link]. Metal[image: External link] also has a small following in Cyprus represented by bands such as Armageddon (rev.16:16), Blynd, Winter's Verge[image: External link], Methysos[image: External link] and Quadraphonic.











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Literature




Literary production of the antiquity includes the Cypria[image: External link], an epic poem[image: External link], probably composed in the late 7th century BC and attributed to Stasinus[image: External link]. The Cypria is one of the very first specimens of Greek and European poetry.[220] The Cypriot Zeno of Citium[image: External link] was the founder of the Stoic School of Philosophy.

Epic poetry, notably the "acritic songs", flourished during Middle Ages[image: External link]. Two chronicles, one written by Leontios Machairas[image: External link] and the other by Georgios Voustronios, cover the entire Middle Ages until the end of Frankish rule (4th century–1489). Poèmes d'amour written in medieval Greek Cypriot date back from the 16th century. Some of them are actual translations of poems written by Petrarch[image: External link], Bembo[image: External link], Ariosto[image: External link] and G. Sannazzaro[image: External link].[222] Many Cypriot scholars fled Cyprus at troubled times such as Ioannis Kigalas[image: External link] (c. 1622–1687) who migrated from Cyprus to Italy in the 17th century, several of his works have survived in books of other scholars.[223]

Hasan Hilmi Efendi, a Turkish Cypriot poet, was rewarded by the Ottoman sultan Mahmud II[image: External link] and said to be the "sultan of the poems".[224]

Modern Greek Cypriot literary figures include the poet and writer Kostas Montis, poet Kyriakos Charalambides[image: External link], poet Michalis Pasiardis, writer Nicos Nicolaides[image: External link], Stylianos Atteshlis[image: External link], Altheides[image: External link], Loukis Akritas[225] and Demetris Th. Gotsis. Dimitris Lipertis[image: External link], Vasilis Michaelides[image: External link] and Pavlos Liasides are folk poets who wrote poems mainly in the Cypriot-Greek[image: External link] dialect.[226][227] Among leading Turkish Cypriot writers are Osman Türkay[image: External link], twice nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link],[228] Özker Yaşın[image: External link], Neriman Cahit[image: External link], Urkiye Mine Balman[image: External link], Mehmet Yaşın[image: External link] and Neşe Yaşın[image: External link].

There is an increasingly strong presence of both temporary and permanent emigre Cypriot writers in world literature, as well as writings by second and third -generation Cypriot writers born or raised abroad, often writing in English. This includes writers such as Stephen Laughton[image: External link], Michael Paraskos[image: External link], Stel Pavlou[image: External link] and Stephanos Stephanides[image: External link].[229]

Examples of Cyprus in foreign literature include the works of Shakespeare, with most of the play Othello[image: External link] by William Shakespeare[image: External link] set on the island of Cyprus. British writer Lawrence Durrell[image: External link] lived in Cyprus from 1952 until 1956, during his time working for the British colonial government on the island, and wrote the book Bitter Lemons[image: External link] about his time in Cyprus which won the second Duff Cooper Prize[image: External link] in 1957. More recently British writer Victoria Hislop[image: External link] used Cyprus as the setting for her 2014 novel The Sunrise.
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 Mass media




In the 2015 Freedom of the Press report of Freedom House[image: External link], the Republic of Cyprus and Northern Cyprus were ranked "free". The Republic of Cyprus scored 25/100 in press freedom[image: External link], 5/30 in Legal Environment, 11/40 in Political Environment, and 9/30 in Economic Environment (the lower scores the better).[230] Reporters Without Borders[image: External link] rank the Republic of Cyprus 24th out of 180 countries in the 2015 World Press Freedom Index, with a score of 15.62[231]

The law provides for freedom of speech[image: External link] and press[image: External link], and the government generally respects these rights in practice. An independent press, an effective judiciary, and a functioning democratic political system combine to ensure freedom of speech and of the press. The law prohibits arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home, or correspondence, and the government generally respects these prohibitions in practice.[232]

Local television companies in Cyprus include the state owned Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] which runs two television channels. In addition on the Greek side of the island there are the private channels ANT1 Cyprus, Plus TV, Mega Channel, Sigma TV, Nimonia TV (NTV) and New Extra. In Northern Cyprus, the local channels are BRT[image: External link], the Turkish Cypriot equivalent to the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation, and a number of private channels. The majority of local arts and cultural programming is produced by the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation and BRT, with local arts documentaries, review programmes and filmed drama series.
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 Cinema




The most renowned Cypriot director to have worked abroad is Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link].

Cypriot cinema was born much later than that of other countries. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, George Filis produced and directed Gregoris Afxentiou, Etsi Prodothike i Kypros (Cyprus Betrayal), and The Mega Document.

In 1994, cinematographic production received a boost with the establishment of the Cinema Advisory Committee. As of the year 2000, the annual amount set aside in the national budget stands at Cy Pounds 500,000 (about 850,000 Euros). In addition to government grants, Cypriot co-productions are eligible for funding from the Council of Europe[image: External link]'s Eurimages Fund, which finances European film co-productions. To date, four feature-length films in which a Cypriot was executive producer have received funding from Eurimages[image: External link]. The first was I Sphagi tou Kokora (1992), completed in 1996, Hellados (And the Trains Fly to the Sky, 1995), which is currently in post-production, and Costas Demetriou's O Dromos gia tin Ithaki (The Road to Ithaka, 1997) which premiered in March 2000. The theme song to The Road to Ithaka was composed by Costas Cacoyannis and sung by Alexia Vassiliou. In September 1999, To Tama (The Promise) by Andreas Pantzis also received funding from the Eurimages Fund.[233] In 2009 the Greek director, writer and producer Vassilis Mazomenos[image: External link] filmed in Cyprus Guilt[image: External link]. The film was awarded in 2012 with the Best Screenwriting and Best Photography award in London Greek Film Festival[image: External link] (UK) and was official selection in Montreal World Film Festival[image: External link], Cairo International Film Festival[image: External link], India International Film Festival[image: External link], Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival[image: External link], Fantasporto[image: External link] and opening film in the Panorama of European Cinema in Athens. In 2010 the film was Nominated for the best film from the Hellenic Film Academy[image: External link].

Only a small number of foreign films have been made in Cyprus. This includes Incense for the Damned[image: External link], filmed in 1969 and starring Patrick Macnee[image: External link], Patrick Mower[image: External link] and Peter Cushing[image: External link]. In 1970 The Beloved[image: External link], starring Raquel Welch[image: External link] was also filmed in Cyprus, as was the 1973 British comedy movie Ghost in the Noonday Sun[image: External link], directed by Peter Medak[image: External link], starring Peter Sellers[image: External link], Anthony Franciosa[image: External link] and Spike Milligan[image: External link].[234] Parts of the 1962 film The Longest Day[image: External link], starring John Wayne[image: External link] were also filmed on Cyprus.
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 Cuisine




Halloumi[image: External link] cheese originated in Cyprus[235][236] and was initially made during the Medieval Byzantine[image: External link] period.[237] Halloumi (Hellim) is commonly served sliced, either fresh or grilled, as an appetiser.

Seafood and fish dishes include squid, octopus, red mullet[image: External link], and sea bass[image: External link]. Cucumber and tomato are used widely in salads. Common vegetable preparations include potatoes in olive oil and parsley, pickled cauliflower and beets, asparagus and taro[image: External link]. Other traditional delicacies of are meat marinated in dried coriander seeds and wine, and eventually dried and smoked, such as lountza (smoked pork loin[image: External link]), charcoal-grilled lamb, souvlaki[image: External link] (pork and chicken cooked over charcoal), and sheftalia[image: External link] (minced meat wrapped in mesentery[image: External link]). Pourgouri ( bulgur[image: External link], cracked wheat) is the traditional source of carbohydrate other than bread, and is used to make the delicacy koubes[image: External link].

Fresh vegetables and fruits are common ingredients. Frequently used vegetables include courgettes, green peppers, okra[image: External link], green beans, artichokes, carrots, tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce and grape leaves, and pulses such as beans, broad beans, peas, black-eyed beans, chick-peas and lentils. The most common fruits and nuts are pears, apples, grapes, oranges, mandarines[image: External link], nectarines, medlar[image: External link], blackberries, cherry, strawberries, figs, watermelon, melon, avocado, lemon, pistachio, almond, chestnut, walnut, and hazelnut.

Cyprus is also well known for its desserts, including lokum (also known as Turkish Delight[image: External link]) and Soutzoukos[image: External link].[238] This island has protected geographical indication (PGI)[image: External link] for its lokum produced in the village of Geroskipou[image: External link].[239][citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sports




Sport governing bodies include the Cyprus Football Association[image: External link], Cyprus Basketball Federation[image: External link], Cyprus Volleyball Federation[image: External link], Cyprus Automobile Association[image: External link], Cyprus Badminton Federation,[240] Cyprus Cricket Association[image: External link], Cyprus Rugby Federation[image: External link] and the Cyprus Pool Association.

Notable teams in the Cyprus League include APOEL FC[image: External link], Anorthosis Famagusta FC[image: External link], AC Omonia[image: External link], AEL Lemesos[image: External link], Apollon FC[image: External link], Nea Salamis Famagusta FC[image: External link] and AEK Larnaca FC[image: External link]. Stadiums or sports venues include the GSP Stadium[image: External link] (the largest in the Republic of Cyprus-controlled areas), Tsirion Stadium[image: External link] (second largest), Neo GSZ Stadium[image: External link], Antonis Papadopoulos Stadium[image: External link], Ammochostos Stadium[image: External link] and Makario Stadium[image: External link].

In the 2008–09 season, Anorthosis Famagusta FC[image: External link] was the first Cypriot team to qualify for the UEFA Champions League[image: External link] Group stage. Next season, APOEL FC[image: External link] qualified for the UEFA Champions League group stage, and reached the last 8 of the 2011-12 UEFA Champions League[image: External link] after finishing top of its group and beating French Olympique Lyonnais[image: External link] in the Round of 16.

The Cyprus national rugby union team[image: External link] known as The Moufflons currently holds the record for most consecutive international wins, which is especially notable as the Cyprus Rugby Federation[image: External link] was only formed in 2006.

Tennis player Marcos Baghdatis[image: External link] was ranked 8th in the world, was a finalist at the Australian Open, and reached the Wimbledon[image: External link] semi-final, all in 2006. High jumper Kyriakos Ioannou[image: External link] achieved a jump of 2.35 m at the 11th IAAF World Championships in Athletics[image: External link] in Osaka[image: External link], Japan, in 2007, winning the bronze medal. He has been ranked third in the world. In motorsports, Tio Ellinas[image: External link] is a successful race car driver, currently racing in the GP3 Series[image: External link] for Marussia Manor Motorsport[image: External link]. There is also mixed martial artist Costas Philippou[image: External link], who competes in the Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link] promotion's middleweight division. Costas holds a 6–3 record in UFC bouts, and recently defeated "The Monsoon" Lorenz Larkin[image: External link] with a Knockout in the 1st round.

Also notable for a Mediterranean island, the siblings Christopher[image: External link] and Sophia Papamichalopoulou[image: External link] qualified for the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada. They were the only athletes who managed to qualify and thus represented Cyprus at the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link].

The country's first ever Olympic medal, a silver medal, was won by the sailor Pavlos Kontides[image: External link], at the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in the Men's Laser class[image: External link].
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 See also





	Index of Cyprus-related articles[image: External link]

	Outline of Cyprus[image: External link]
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Webcam Model





A webcam model, also known as a camgirl for females and camboy for males, is a model[image: External link] who performs on the Internet through live webcam[image: External link] footage. A webcam model often performs sexual services in exchange for money, goods, or attention.[1][2][3]

Individuals in this profession often charge a fixed fee per minute, however many encourage viewers to purchase items on online wish lists or to add money to online accounts.[4] They may also earn money through advertising or earn commission by convincing customers to sign up for membership at adult pornographic paysites[image: External link].[3] Commissions earned by camgirls vary widely by paysite, but are typically in the form of a flat fee, sometimes known as a "bounty", or based on a percentage of gross sales for every customer who signs up to a site.[3] '</ref> [5]

The term "camwhore" was first used in print in November 2001,[6][original research?[image: External link]] but may have originated in Australia as early as 1999.[7] The label "cam whore" is usually considered derogatory and insulting.[8]

A New York Times[image: External link] report described the story of Justin Berry[image: External link], a 13-year-old boy who, after hooking up his webcam and listing himself on an online forum in order to make friends, was propositioned by older men to strip and masturbate[image: External link] on camera. CNN[image: External link] referred to him as "in the language of cyberspace... a cam-whore".[9] He started his own paysite[image: External link], prostituted[image: External link] himself, sold video recordings of his encounters with Mexican prostitutes, and helped hire other underage models. He made several hundred thousand dollars over five years before turning all information over to prosecutors in exchange for immunity.[10]

A 19-year-old Oregon State University[image: External link] student dropped out of school after being caught recording a live solo-sex show in her school's library in October 2014. She has been charged with public indecency after the show that was originally made for MyFreeCams.com[image: External link] was posted on Pornhub (it has since been removed). If convicted, she will face a $6,250 fine.[11]

In some cases, sex traffickers[image: External link] who operate illegal brothels have also forced indentured victims to have sex in cam shows.[12][13][14]

See also
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	Internet pornography[image: External link]

	Sex show[image: External link]



References



	
^ Paul Bocij (2004). Cyberstalking: harassment in the Internet age and how to protect your family[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group[image: External link]. ISBN  0-275-98118-5[image: External link].


	
^ Bannister-Andrews, Bethany. (April 14, 2006) UWIRE[image: External link] Indiana U.: COMMENTARY: Gaming sex-ploitation continues; women increase use, play.


	
^ a b c Bocij, pp.131-133


	
^ Prager, Michael. (May 29, 2002) Boston Globe[image: External link] Wired now looks as good as it is. Section: Li';l'kving; Pge D4.


	
^ Jamie Bartlett, "Lights, Web-camera, Action" in p.166-192. The Dark Net: Inside the Digital Underworld. London: Melville House, 2014.


	
^ Torpy, Kathryn. (November 10, 2001) The Courier-Mail[image: External link] Virtual lolitas. Page 4.


	
^ Oppert, Allan; Mullens, Ken. (November 14, 2004) Sunday Mail (Adelaide, Australia).[image: External link] Surviving a great white: How it feels to be a webcam girl. Section: Features2; Page 66. (writing, "The first lot of cam girls coined the phrase "cam whores" as a bit of a tongue-in-cheek thing. [In 1999, we] were whoring ourselves for hits, getting on cam and flirting.")


	
^ Chua, Grace. (July 30, 2006) The Straits Times[image: External link] Look, it's me - Babes who blog.'


	
^ Phillips, Kyra. (December 21, 2005) CNN News[image: External link] Protecting Kids From Internet Dangers. Part 2.


	
^ Eichenwald, Kurt (2005-12-19). The New York Times[image: External link] Through His Webcam, a Boy Joins a Sordid Online World.[image: External link].


	
^ Hilary Hanson, "Kendra Sunderland Admits Filming Solo Sex Scene In Oregon State University Library: Cops"[image: External link], "The Huffington Post", March 4, 2015


	
^ "11 years in prison for man convicted in Miami gay Hungarian sex-slave ring"[image: External link]. miamiherald.


	
^ "Gay sex slave trial exposes hardships of male trafficking victims"[image: External link]. New York Post. 29 December 2015.


	
^ "Hungarian Gay Sex Trafficking Ring Busted in South Florida: SAO"[image: External link]. NBC 6 South Florida.






TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Sexuality and computers[image: External link]

	E-commerce[image: External link]

	Internet culture[image: External link]

	Sex workers[image: External link]

	Words coined in the 2000s[image: External link]
















This page was last modified on 12 November 2016, at 20:52.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Webcam Model: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Webcam_model [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Webcam_model [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Erotic verse

	2 Erotic fiction

	3 Other accounts

	4 Legal status

	5 See also

	6 Notes

	7 References

	8 Further reading

	9 External links





Erotic Literature





Erotic literature comprises fictional and factual stories and accounts of human sexual relationships which have the power to or are intended to arouse the reader sexually.[1] Such erotica[image: External link] takes the form of novels, short stories, poetry[image: External link], true-life memoirs[image: External link], and sex manuals[image: External link]. A common feature of the genre is sexual fantasies[image: External link] on such themes as prostitution[image: External link], orgies[image: External link], homosexuality[image: External link], sadomasochism[image: External link], and many other taboo subjects and fetishes[image: External link], which may or may not be expressed in explicit language.[2] Other common elements are satire[image: External link] and social criticism[image: External link]. Despite cultural taboos[image: External link] on such material, circulation of erotic literature was not seen as a major problem before the invention of printing, as the costs of producing individual manuscripts limited distribution to a very small group of readers. The invention of printing, in the 15th century, brought with it both a greater market and increasing restrictions, like censorship[image: External link] and legal restraints on publication on the grounds of obscenity[image: External link].[3] Because of this, much of the production of this type of material became clandestine[image: External link].[4]

Much erotic literature features erotic art[image: External link], illustrating the text.
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 Erotic verse
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 Early periods




Many erotic poems have survived from Ancient Greece[image: External link] and Rome[image: External link], the authors including the Greeks Straton of Sardis[image: External link], Sappho of Lesbos[image: External link] (lyrics); and the Romans Automedon[image: External link] (The Professional and Demetrius the Fortunate), Philodemus[image: External link] (Charito), Marcus Argentarius[image: External link], Catullus[image: External link], Propertius[image: External link], Tibullus[image: External link], Ovid[image: External link], Martial[image: External link] and Juvenal[image: External link] and the anonymous Priapeia[image: External link].[5] Some later Latin authors also wrote erotic verse, e.g. Joannes Secundus[image: External link]. In the Renaissance period many poems were not written for publication and merely circulated in manuscript among a relatively limited readership. Such were the Sonnets[image: External link] of William Shakespeare[image: External link] who also wrote the erotic poems Venus and Adonis[image: External link] and The Rape of Lucrece[image: External link].[6]
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 17th and 18th centuries




In the 17th century, John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester[image: External link] (1647–80) was notorious for obscene verses, many of which were published posthumously in compendiums of poetry by him and other Restoration rakes[image: External link] such as Sir Charles Sedley[image: External link], Charles Sackville, 6th Earl of Dorset[image: External link], and George Etherege[image: External link]. Though many of the poems attributed to Rochester were actually by other authors, his reputation as a libertine was such that his name was used as a selling point by publishers of collections of erotic verse for centuries after. One poem which definitely was by him was "A Ramble in St. James's Park[image: External link]" in which the protagonist's quest for healthy exercise in the park uncovers instead "Bugg'ries, Rapes and Incest" on ground polluted by debauchery from the time when "Ancient Pict began to Whore". This poem was being censored from collections of Rochester's poetry as late as 1953, though, in line with a general change in attitudes to sexuality, it was dramatised as a scene in the film The Libertine[image: External link] about his life based on an existing play.[7][8]

English collections of erotic verse by various hands, include the Drollery collections of the 17th century; Pills to Purge Melancholy[image: External link] (1698–1720); the Roxburghe Ballads[image: External link]; Bishop Percy's Folio[image: External link]; The Musical Miscellany; National Ballad and Song: Merry Songs and Ballads Prior to the Year AD 1800 (1895-7) edited by J. S. Farmer; the three volume Poetica Erotica (1921) and its more obscene supplement the Immortalia (1927) both edited by T. R. Smith.[9] French collections include Les Muses gaillardes (1606) Le Cabinet satyrique (1618) and La Parnasse des poetes satyriques (1622).[10]

A famous collection of four erotic poems, was published in England in 1763, called An Essay on Woman. This included the title piece, an obscene parody of Alexander Pope[image: External link]'s "An Essay on Man[image: External link]"; "Veni Creator: or, The Maid's Prayer", which is original; the "Universal Prayer", an obscene parody of Pope's poem of the same name, and "The Dying Lover to his Prick", which parodies "A Dying Christian to his Soul" by Pope. These poems have been attributed to John Wilkes[image: External link] and/or Thomas Potter and receive the distinction of being the only works of erotic literature ever read out loud, in their entirety in the House of Lords[image: External link]—before being declared obscene and blasphemous by that august body and the supposed author, Wilkes, declared an outlaw[image: External link].[11]

Robert Burns[image: External link] worked to collect and preserve Scottish folk songs, sometimes revising, expanding, and adapting them. One of the better known of these collections is The Merry Muses of Caledonia (the title is not by Burns), a collection of bawdy lyrics that were popular in the music halls of Scotland as late as the 20th century.
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 19th century




One of the 19th century's foremost poets—Algernon Charles Swinburne[image: External link]—devoted much of his considerable talent to erotic verse, producing, inter alia, twelve eclogues on flagellation[image: External link] titled The Flogging Block "by Rufus Rodworthy, annotated by Barebum Birchingly";[12] more was published anonymously in The Whippingham Papers[image: External link] (c. 1888).[13] Another notorious anonymous 19th-century poem on the same subject is The Rodiad[image: External link], ascribed (seemingly falsely and in jest[14]) to George Colman the Younger[image: External link].[15] John Camden Hotten[image: External link] even wrote a pornographic comic opera, Lady Bumtickler’s Revels[image: External link], on the theme of flagellation[image: External link] in 1872.[16]

Pierre Louÿs[image: External link] helped found a literary review, La Conque in 1891,[17] where he proceeded to publish Astarte[image: External link]—an early collection of erotic verse already marked by his distinctive elegance and refinement of style. He followed up in 1894 with another erotic collection in 143 prose poems—Songs of Bilitis[image: External link] (Les Chansons de Bilitis), this time with strong lesbian themes.
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 20th century




Although D. H. Lawrence[image: External link] could be regarded as a writer of love poems, he usually dealt in the less romantic aspects of love such as sexual frustration or the sex act itself. Ezra Pound[image: External link] in his Literary Essays complained of Lawrence's interest in his own "disagreeable sensations" but praised him for his "low-life narrative." This is a reference to Lawrence's dialect poems akin to the Scots poems of Robert Burns[image: External link], in which he reproduced the language and concerns of the people of Nottinghamshire[image: External link] from his youth. He called one collection of poems Pansies partly for the simple ephemeral nature of the verse but also a pun on the French word panser, to dress or bandage a wound. "The Noble Englishman" and "Don't Look at Me" were removed from the official edition of Pansies on the grounds of obscenity; Lawrence felt wounded by this.[citation needed[image: External link]]

From the age of 17, Gavin Ewart[image: External link] acquired a reputation for wit and accomplishment through such works as "Phallus in Wonderland" and "Poems and Songs", which appeared in 1939 and was his first collection. The intelligence and casually flamboyant virtuosity with which he framed his often humorous commentaries on human behaviour made his work invariably entertaining and interesting. The irreverent eroticism for which his poetry is noted resulted in W H Smith[image: External link]'s banning of his "The Pleasures of the Flesh" (1966) from their shops.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Canadian poet John Glassco[image: External link] wrote Squire Hardman (1967), a long poem in heroic couplets[image: External link], purporting to be a reprint of an 18th-century poem by George Colman the Younger[image: External link], on the theme of flagellation.[18]
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 21st century






	This section may require cleanup[image: External link] to meet Wikipedia's quality standards[image: External link]. The specific problem is: peculiar usage of urls Please help improve this section[image: External link] if you can. (January 2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Australian poet Colin Dean[image: External link][19] as listed in the Australian Literature Resource database has an immense output of erotic verse e.g. Scribd[image: External link].[20] He has written erotic poetry in many genres: surrealist[image: External link]; imagist[image: External link]; Gothic[image: External link]; Phantasy; Decadent[image: External link]; and on Japanese, Chinese, Arabic and Indian themes. As an example he shows a keen interest in Indian thought and literature and has written many erotic poems on Indian themes: Indian mythology; classical Sanskrit plays; Indian philosophy; Indian folktales and translated Sanskrit poetry. Some of these works are:The Caurapâñcâśikâ (The Love-Thief) Of Bilhana[image: External link] ;The Amarusataka of Amaru[image: External link]; Shakuntala[image: External link];The Subhashitasringar[image: External link]; The-Travels-Of-Pandit-Ganja-Deen-The-Sadhaka[image: External link]; The-Twenty-Fifth-Tale-Of-The-Vetala[image: External link]; Rishyasringa[image: External link]; Gitavesya[image: External link].
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 Erotic fiction




Erotic fiction is the name given to fiction[image: External link] that deals with sex or sexual themes, generally in a more literary or serious way than the fiction seen in pornographic magazines[image: External link] and sometimes including elements of satire[image: External link] or social criticism[image: External link]. Such works have frequently been banned by the government or religious authorities. It should be noted, however, that apparently non-fictional works dealing with sex or sexual themes may contain fictional elements; calling an erotic book 'a memoir' is a literary device that is common in this genre. For reasons similar to those that make pseudonyms both commonplace and often deviously set up, the boundary between fiction and non-fiction is often very diffuse.
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 History of western erotic fiction
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 Ancient, medieval, and early modern periods




Classic erotica from the Ancient World includes the Roman Satyricon[image: External link] of Petronius Arbiter[image: External link] (later made into a film[image: External link] by Fellini[image: External link]).

From the medieval period, we have the Decameron[image: External link] (1353) by the Italian Giovanni Boccaccio[image: External link] (made into a film[image: External link] by Pasolini[image: External link]) which features tales of lechery by monks and the seduction of nuns from convents. This book was banned in many countries. Even five centuries after publication copies were seized and destroyed by the authorities in the US and the UK. For instance between 1954 and 1958 eight orders for destruction of the book were made by English magistrates.[21]

From the 15th century, another classic of Italian erotica is a series of bawdy folk tales called the Facetiae by Gian Francesco Poggio Bracciolini[image: External link]. The Tale of Two Lovers[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Historia de duobus amantibus) written in 1444 was one of the bestselling books of the 15th century, even before its author, Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini[image: External link], became Pope Pius II[image: External link]. It is one of the earliest examples of an epistolary novel[image: External link], full of erotic imagery. The first printed edition was published by Ulrich Zel[image: External link] in Cologne between 1467 and 1470.

The 16th century was notable for the Heptameron[image: External link] of Marguerite de Navarre[image: External link] (1558), inspired by Boccaccio's Decameron and the notorious I Modi[image: External link] which married erotic drawings, depicting postures assumed in sexual intercourse, by Giulio Romano[image: External link], with obscene sonnets by Pietro Aretino[image: External link].[22]

Aretino also wrote the celebrated whore dialogue[image: External link] Ragionamenti in which the sex lives of wives, whores and nuns are compared and contrasted.[23][24] Later works in the same genre include La Retorica delle Puttane (The Whore's Rhetoric) (1642) by Ferrante Pallavicino[image: External link];[25][26] L'Ecole des Filles (The school for girls) (1655), attributed to Michel Millot and Jean L'Ange.[27][28] and The Dialogues of Luisa Sigea (c. 1660) by Nicolas Chorier[image: External link].[29][30] Such works typically concerned the sexual education of a naive younger woman by an experienced older woman and often included elements of philosophising, satire and anti-clericalism[image: External link].[31] Donald Thomas[image: External link] has translated L'École des filles, as The School of Venus, (1972), described on its back cover as "both an uninhibited manual of sexual technique and an erotic masterpiece of the first order".[32][33] In his diary Samuel Pepys[image: External link] records reading and (in an often censored passage) masturbating over this work.[34] Chorier's Dialogues of Luisa Sigea goes a bit further than its predecessors in this genre and has the older female giving practical instruction of a lesbian nature to the younger woman plus recommending the spiritual and erotic benefits of a flogging from willing members of the holy orders.[35] This work was translated into many languages under various different titles, appearing in English as A Dialogue between a Married Woman and a Maid in various editions.[36] The School of Women first appeared as a work in Latin[image: External link] entitled Aloisiae Sigaeae, Toletanae, Satyra sotadica de arcanis Amoris et Veneris. This manuscript claimed that it was originally written in Spanish[image: External link] by Luisa Sigea de Velasco[image: External link], an erudite poet and maid of honor at the court of Lisbon[image: External link] and was then translated into Latin by Jean or Johannes Meursius[image: External link]. The attribution to Sigea and Meursius was a lie; the true author was Nicolas Chorier[image: External link].

A unique work of this time is Sodom, or the Quintessence of Debauchery[image: External link] (1684), a closet play[image: External link] by the notorious Restoration rake[image: External link], John Wilmot, 2nd Earl of Rochester[image: External link] in which Bolloxinion, King of Sodom, authorises "that buggery may be used O'er all the land, so cunt be not abused", which order, though appealing to soldiery, has deleterious effects generally, leading the court physician to counsel: "Fuck women, and let Bugg'ry be no more".[37]
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 18th century




An early pioneer of the publication of erotic works in England was Edmund Curll[image: External link] (1675–1747) who published many of the Merryland[image: External link] books. These were a somewhat peculiar English genre of erotic fiction in which the female body (and sometimes the male) was described in terms of a landscape[image: External link].[38] The earliest work in this genre seems to be Erotopolis: The Present State of Bettyland (1684) probably by Charles Cotton[image: External link]. This was included, in abbreviated form, in The Potent Ally: or Succours from Merryland (1741). Other works include A New Description of Merryland. Containing a Topographical, Geographical and Natural History of that Country (1740) by Thomas Stretzer, Merryland Displayed (1741) and set of maps entitled A Compleat Set of Charts of the Coasts of Merryland (1745). The last book in this genre appears to be a parody of Laurence Sterne[image: External link]'s A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy[image: External link] (1768) entitled La Souriciere. The Mousetrap. A Facetious and Sentimental Excursion through part of Austrian Flanders and France (1794) by "Timothy Touchit".[38]

The rise of the novel in 18th-century England provided a new medium for erotica. One of the most famous in this new genre was Fanny Hill[image: External link] (1748) by John Cleland[image: External link]. This book set a new standard in literary smut and was often adapted for the cinema in the 20th century. Peter Fryer[image: External link] suggests that Fanny Hill was a high point in British erotica, at least in the eighteenth century, in a way that mainstream literature around it had also reached a peak at that time, with writers like Defoe, Richardson and Fielding all having made important and lasting contributions to literature in its first half. After 1750, he suggests, when the Romantic period[image: External link] began, the quality of mainstream writing and of smut declined in tandem. Writes Fryer: "sex was driven out of the English novel in the latter half of the eighteenth century. The castration of imaginative English literature made the clandestine literature of sex the most poverty stricken and boring in Europe".[39]

Meanwhile, French writers kept their stride. One genre, which vies in oddness with the English "Merryland" productions, was inspired by the newly translated Arabian Nights[image: External link] and involved the transformation of people into objects which were in propinquity with or employed in sexual relationships: such as sofas[image: External link], dildos[image: External link] and even bidets[image: External link]. The climax of this trend is represented in French philosopher Diderot[image: External link]'s Les Bijoux indiscrets[image: External link] (1747) in which a magic ring[image: External link] is employed to get women's vaginas[image: External link] to give an account of their intimate sexual histories.[40]

Other works of French erotica from this period include Thérèse Philosophe[image: External link] (1748) by Jean-Baptiste de Boyer, Marquis d'Argens[image: External link] which describes a girl's initiation into the secrets of both philosophy and sex.;[41] The Lifted Curtain or Laura's Education, about a young girl's sexual initiation by her father, written by the French revolutionary politician Comte de Mirabeau[image: External link]; also Les Liaisons dangereuses[image: External link] (Dangerous Liaisons) by Pierre Choderlos de Laclos[image: External link], first published in 1782.

In the late 18th century, such works as Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue[image: External link] and 120 Days of Sodom[image: External link] by the Marquis de Sade[image: External link] were exemplars of the theme of sado-masochism[image: External link] and influenced later erotic accounts of Sadism and masochism in fiction[image: External link]. De Sade (as did the later writer Sacher-Masoch) lent his name to the sexual acts which he describes in his work.
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 19th century




In the Victorian period, the quality of erotic fiction was much below that of the previous century—it was largely written by 'hacks'. Some works, however, borrowed from established literary models, such as Dickens[image: External link]. It also featured a curious form of social stratification[image: External link]. Even in the throes of orgasm, the social distinctions between master and servant (including form of address) were scrupulously observed. Significant elements of sado-masochism[image: External link] were present in some examples, perhaps reflecting the influence of the English public school[image: External link], where flagellation[image: External link] was routinely used as a punishment.[42] These clandestine works were often anonymous or written under a pseudonym, and sometimes undated, thus definite information about them often proves elusive.

English erotic novels from this period include The Lustful Turk[image: External link] (1828); The Romance of Lust[image: External link] (1873); The Convent School, or Early Experiences of A Young Flagellant[image: External link] (1876) by Rosa Coote[image: External link] [pseud.]; The Mysteries of Verbena House[image: External link], or, Miss Bellasis Birched for Thieving (1882) by Etonensis [pseud.], actually by George Augustus Sala[image: External link] and James Campbell Reddie[image: External link]; The Autobiography of a Flea[image: External link] (1887); Venus in India[image: External link] (1889) by 'Captain Charles Devereaux';[43][44][45] Flossie, a Venus of Fifteen: By one who knew this Charming Goddess and worshipped at her shrine (1897).[46] A novel called Beatrice, once marketed as another classic of Victorian erotica from the pen of the ubiquitous "Anon", now appears to be a very clever 20th-century pastiche of Victorian pornography. It first appeared in 1982 and was written by one Gordon Grimley, a sometime managing director of Penthouse International.[47]

Clandestine erotic periodicals of this age include The Pearl[image: External link], The Oyster[image: External link] and The Boudoir[image: External link], collections of erotic tales, rhymes, songs and parodies published in London between 1879 and 1883.

The centre of the trade in such material in England at this period was Holywell Street, off the Strand, London[image: External link]. An important publisher of erotic material in the early 19th century was George Cannon[image: External link] (1789–1854), followed in mid-century by William Dugdale[image: External link] (1800–1868) and John Camden Hotten[image: External link] (1832–1873).[48]

An important and entertaining conspectus and evaluation of 19th-century (pre-1885) and earlier underground erotica, from the author's own private archive, is provided by Victorian writer Henry Spencer Ashbee[image: External link], using the pseudonym "Pisanus Fraxi", in his bibliographical trilogy Index Librorum Prohibitorum (1877), Centuria Librorum Absconditorum (1879) and Catena Librorum Tacendorum (1885). His plot summaries of the works he discusses in these privately printed volumes are themselves a contribution to the genre. Originally of very limited circulation, changing attitudes have led to his work now being widely available.[49][50]

Notable European works of erotica at this time were Gamiani, or Two Nights of Excess[image: External link] (1833) by Frenchman Alfred de Musset[image: External link] and Venus in Furs[image: External link] (1870) by the Austrian[image: External link] author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch[image: External link].[51][52] The latter erotic novella brought the attention of the world to the phenomenon of masochism[image: External link], named after the author.

Towards the end of the 19th century, a more "cultured" form of erotica began to appear by such as the poet Algernon Charles Swinburne[image: External link] who pursued themes of paganism, lesbianism and sado-masochism in such works as Lesbia Brandon[image: External link] and in contributions to The Whippingham Papers[image: External link] (1888) edited by St George Stock, author of The Romance of Chastisement[image: External link] (1866). This was associated with the Decadent movement[image: External link], in particular, with Aubrey Beardsley[image: External link] and the Yellow Book[image: External link]. But it was also to be found in France, amongst such writers as Pierre Louys[image: External link], author of Les chansons de Bilitis[image: External link] (1894) (a celebration of lesbianism and sexual awakening).

Pioneering works of male homosexual erotica from this time were The Sins of the Cities of the Plain[image: External link] (1881),[53] which features the celebrated Victorian transvestite[image: External link] duo of Boulton and Park[image: External link] as characters,[54] and Teleny, or The Reverse of the Medal[image: External link] (1893).[55][56][57]

Important publishers of erotic fiction at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th were Leonard Smithers[image: External link] (1861–1907)[55] and Charles Carrington[image: External link] (1867–1921),[58] both of whom were subject to legal injunctions from the British authorities in order to prohibit their trade in such material. Because of this legal harassment the latter conducted his business from Paris.[59] Erotic fiction published by Carrington at this period includes Raped on the Railway: a True Story of a Lady who was first ravished and then flagellated on the Scotch Express[image: External link] (1894)[60][61][62][63] and The Memoirs of Dolly Morton[image: External link] (1899) set on a slave-plantation in the Southern States of America.[64][65][66]
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20th-century erotic fiction includes such classics of the genre as: Suburban Souls[image: External link] (1901), published by Carrington and possibly written by him also;[67] The Confessions of Nemesis Hunt (issued in three volumes 1902, 1903, 1906),[68] probably by George Reginald Bacchus[image: External link],[69][70] printed by Duringe of Paris for Leonard Smithers in London;[55] Josephine Mutzenbacher[image: External link] (1906) by Felix Salten[image: External link]; Sadopaideia[image: External link] (1907) by Anon (possibly Algernon Charles Swinburne[image: External link]);[71] Les Mémoires d'un jeune Don Juan (1907) and the somewhat disturbing Les onze mille verges[image: External link] (1907) by Guillaume Apollinaire[image: External link];[72][73][74][75] The Way of a Man with a Maid[image: External link] (1908)[76] and A Weekend Visit by Anon; Pleasure Bound Afloat (1908), Pleasure Bound Ashore (1909) and Maudie (1909) by Anon (probably George Reginald Bacchus), and My Lustful Adventures (1911) by the pseudonymous 'Ramrod'; Manuel de civilité pour les petites filles à l'usage des maisons d'éducation[image: External link] (1917) and Trois filles de leur mère (1926) by Pierre Louys;[77][78] Story of the Eye[image: External link] (1928) by Georges Bataille[image: External link]; Tropic of Cancer[image: External link] (1934) and Tropic of Capricorn[image: External link] (1938) by Henry Miller[image: External link]; The Story of O[image: External link] (1954) by Pauline Réage[image: External link]; Helen and Desire (1954) and Thongs (1955) by Alexander Trocchi[image: External link]; Ada, or Ardor[image: External link] (1969) by Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link]; Journal (1966), Delta of Venus[image: External link] (1978) [79] and Little Birds[image: External link] (1979) by Anaïs Nin[image: External link][80][81][82] and The Bicycle Rider (1985) by Guy Davenport[image: External link].

Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link]'s Lolita[image: External link] is often described as an erotic novel, but other critics view it more as a literary drama with elements of eroticism.[83]

Lolita and The Story of O were published by Olympia Press[image: External link], a Paris[image: External link]-based publisher[image: External link], launched in 1953 by Maurice Girodias[image: External link] as a rebadged version of the Obelisk Press[image: External link] he inherited from his father Jack Kahane[image: External link]. It published a mix of erotic fiction and avant-garde[image: External link] literary[image: External link] works. The Girls of Radcliff Hall[image: External link] is a roman à clef[image: External link] novel in the form of a lesbian[image: External link] girls' school story[image: External link] written in the 1930s by the British composer and bon-vivant Gerald Berners[image: External link], the 14th Lord Berners, under the pseudonym[image: External link] "Adela Quebec", published and distributed privately in 1932.[84]
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Chinese literature[image: External link] has a tradition of erotic fiction dating back to at least the 16th century. The earliest novel with explicit sexuality is Ruyijun zhuan (The Lord of Perfect Satisfaction), by Xu Changling. The critic Charles Stone has argued that pornographic technique is the "union of banality, obscenity, and repetition," and contains just the "rudiments" of plot, style, and characterization, while anything that is not sexually stimulating is avoided. If this is the case, he concluded, then The Lord of Perfect Satisfaction is the "fountainhead of Chinese erotica," but not pornography.[85] Another notable work is The Carnal Prayer Mat[image: External link] usually attributed to Li Yu[image: External link] (1657). The most famous sexually explicit novel is the Jin Ping Mei[image: External link] written by an author who used only a pseudonym (his real name is unknown).

There is also a tradition of erotic fiction in Japan. Fan fiction (see below) and its Japanese counterpart, doujinshi[image: External link], account for a large proportion of all erotica being written today; doujinshi are mostly hand-published, and fanfic mostly published online.

In Indonesia, a mysterious erotic writer known only as Enny Arrow[86] wrote countless novels from the late 1970s until the early 1990s which were secretly circulated through magazine sellers. Most of the novels are known for their vulgar and hyperbolic, sometimes comical language. They are now regarded as classics by some Indonesians and have been scanned for historical purposes.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In the 21st century, a number of female authors have risen to prominence, including Alison Tyler[image: External link], Rachel Kramer Bussel[image: External link] and Carol Queen[image: External link]. Janine Ashbless, Kristina Lloyd, and Portia da Costa are well known for their erotic novels and short stories. Kristina Wright[87] is well known for her bestselling genre themed anthologies through Cleis Press[image: External link], including steampunk erotica,[88] paranormal erotic romance,[89] and fairy tale erotica,[90][91] exemplified by authors such as Shanna Germain[92] and Michelle Augello-Page.[93] Mitzi Szereto[image: External link] is an editor and author who wants to see the term 'erotica' removed from novels and anthologies that include depictions of sexual activities. Other authors celebrate the term 'erotica' but also question why literature 'with the sex left in' should be considered outside literary fiction.

The debate has been rekindled by the release, in 2012, of the 50 Shades of Grey trilogy written by E. L. James[image: External link]. The phenomenal success of her erotica for every woman, dubbed 'mommyporn', has given rise to satires like Fifty Shames of Earl Grey by 'Fanny Merkin' (real name Andrew Shaffer[image: External link]), a book of essays called Fifty Writers on Fifty Shades (ed. Lori Perkins[image: External link]), a parody called Fifty Sheds of Grey[94] and editors of erotic imprints re-evaluating the content and presentation of the genre.[citation needed[image: External link]] Booksellers and libraries[95] also appear to be reconsidering their reluctance to carry erotica.

A development in contemporary erotica has been that, contrary to some previous views that it was mainly a male interest, many women readers are aroused by it, whether it be traditional pornography or tailor-made women's erotica[image: External link]. Romantic novels[image: External link] are sometimes marketed as erotica—or vice versa—as "mainstream" romance in recent decades has begun to exhibit blatant (if poetic) descriptions of sex. Erotic romance[image: External link] is a relatively new genre of romance with an erotic theme and very explicit love scenes, but with a romance at the heart of the story. Erotic fantasy is a subgenre[image: External link] of fantasy fiction[image: External link] and utilizes erotica[image: External link] in a fantasy setting. These stories can essentially cover any of the other subgenres of fantasy, such as high fantasy[image: External link], contemporary fantasy[image: External link], or even historical fantasy[image: External link]. The extents of the genre to break existing conventions and limits in subject matter have managed to shock popular audiences, with genres such as monster erotica[image: External link] emerging with the ease of digital publishing.

Erotic fantasy[image: External link] fiction has similarities to romantic fantasy[image: External link] but is more explicit. Erotic fantasy can also be found in fan fiction[image: External link], which uses plot elements and characters from popular fiction such as television series, movies or novels. Erotic fan fiction may use characters from existing works in relationships undreamed of by their creators, such as " slash[image: External link]" (homoerotic) fan fiction. Fan fiction and its Japanese counterpart, doujinshi[image: External link], account for an enormous proportion of all erotica written today.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The Internet and digital revolution in erotic depiction[image: External link] has changed the forms of representing scenes of a sexual nature. One researcher[96] concluded that erotic literature was available among the poor and performed at public readings in 18th-century Britain.[97]

Erotica was present on the Internet from the earliest days, as seen from rec.arts.erotica on Usenet. This news group was a moderated forum for the exchange of erotic stories that predated the creation of the World Wide Web. Most of this migrated to the alt.* hierarchy[image: External link] forums by the 1990s, including alt.sex.stories[image: External link]. The vast majority of Internet erotica is of an amateur nature, written for the enjoyment of the author and readers instead of for profit. Increased interactivity and anonymity allows casual or hobby writers the opportunity not only to author their own stories but also to share them with a world-wide audience. Many authors adopt colorful pseudonyms and can develop cult followings within their genre, though a small number use (or claim to use) their real names. Among transgender or genderqueer[image: External link] authors it is a common practice to adopt a feminine or masculine alter-ego, although it is not unheard of for a writer to use his or her own given name.
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Prostitution[image: External link] was the focus of much of the earliest erotic works. The very term "pornography" is derived from the Greek pornographos meaning "the writing of prostitutes", originally denoting descriptions of the lives and manners of prostitutes and their customers in Ancient Greece[image: External link]. According to Athenaeus[image: External link] in The Deipnosophists[image: External link] these constituted a considerable genre, with many lubricious treatises, stories and dramas on the subject.[98]

Accounts of prostitution have continued as a major part of the genre of erotic literature.

In the 18th century directories of prostitutes[image: External link] and their services, such as Harris's List of Covent Garden Ladies[image: External link] (1757–1795), provided both entertainment and instruction.

In the 19th century, the sensational journalism of W. T. Stead[image: External link]'s The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon[image: External link] (1885) about the procuring of underage girls into the brothels of Victorian London provided a stimulus for the erotic imagination. Stead's account was widely translated and the revelation of "padded rooms for the purpose of stifling the cries of the tortured victims of lust and brutality" and the symbolic figure of "The Minotaur of London" confirmed European observers worst imaginings about "Le Sadisme anglais" and inspired erotic writers to write of similar scenes set in London or involving sadistic English gentlemen. Such writers include D'Annunzio[image: External link] in Il Piacere, Paul-Jean Toulet[image: External link] in Monsieur de Paur (1898), Octave Mirbeau[image: External link] in Jardin des Supplices[image: External link] (1899) and Jean Lorrain[image: External link] in Monsieur de Phocas (1901).[99]

Well-known recent works in this genre are The Happy Hooker: My Own Story[image: External link] (1971) by the Dutch madame Xaviera Hollander[image: External link] and The Intimate Adventures of a London Call Girl[image: External link] (2005) by Belle de Jour[image: External link].
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Erotic memoirs include Casanova[image: External link]'s Histoire de ma vie[image: External link], from the 18th century. Notable English works of this genre from the 19th century include The Ups and Downs of Life (1867) by Edward Sellon[image: External link] and My Secret Life[image: External link] by "Walter". Edward Sellon was a writer, translator and illustrator of erotic literature who wrote erotica for the pornographic publisher William Dugdale, including such works as The New Epicurean[image: External link] (1865).[100] The true identity of "Walter" is very mysterious. Ian Gibson, in The Erotomaniac speculates that My Secret Life was really written by Henry Spencer Ashbee and therefore it is possible that "Walter" is a fiction. A famous German erotic work of this time, published in two parts in 1868 and 1875 entitled Pauline the Prima Donna purports to be the memoirs of the opera singer Wilhelmine Schröder-Devrient[image: External link]. Various discrepancies with known facts of the singer's life, however, have led many to doubt the veracity of this book and the erotic adventures contained in the second volume, at least, appear to be very implausible. These include the author indulging in lesbian sadomasochism, group sex, sodomy, bestiality, scatology[image: External link], necrophilia[image: External link], prostitution and vampirism[image: External link]: all before she had reached the age of 27.[101] 20th-century contributions to the genre include Frank Harris[image: External link]'s My Life and Loves[image: External link] (1922–27) and the convicted Austrian sex criminal Edith Cadivec[image: External link]'s Confessions and Experiences and its sequel Eros, the Meaning of My Life (published together 1930-1).[102] A 21st-century example is One Hundred Strokes of the Brush Before Bed (2004) by Melissa Panarello[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sex manuals




Early sex manuals, as well as being instructive, are often, also, great works of literature. They include from the classical world, the lost works of Elephantis[image: External link] and Ovid[image: External link]'s Ars Amatoria[image: External link]. The Indian Kama Sutra[image: External link] is one of the world's best-known works of this type. The Ananga Ranga[image: External link], a 12th-century collection of Indian erotic works, is a lesser known one. Also very famous, and often reprinted and translated, is The Perfumed Garden for the Soul's Recreation[image: External link], a 16th-century Arabic[image: External link] work by Sheikh Nefzaoui[image: External link]. There is anecdotal evidence that at least as late as the mid-20th century sex therapists and other physicians prescribed erotic literature as treatment for erectile dysfunction.[103]
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Erotic or pornographic works have often been prosecuted, censored and destroyed by the authorities on grounds of obscenity.[3] In Medieval England, erotic or pornographic publications were the concern of the ecclesiastical courts. After the Reformation the jurisdiction of these courts declined in favour of the Crown which licensed every printed book. Prosecutions of books for their erotic content alone were rare and works which attacked the church or state gave much more concern to the authorities than erotica or 'obscene libel[image: External link]' as it was then known. For instance the Licensing Act of 1662 was aimed generally at "heretical, seditious, schismatical or offensive books of pamphlets" rather than just erotica per se. Even this Licensing Act was allowed to lapse in 1695 and no attempt made to renew it.

The first conviction for obscenity[image: External link] in England occurred in 1727, when Edmund Curll[image: External link] was fined for the publication of Venus in the Cloister or The Nun in her Smock[image: External link] under the common law[image: External link] offence of disturbing the[image: External link] King's peace[image: External link]. This set a legal precedent[image: External link] for other convictions.[104] The publication of other books by Curll, however, considered seditious and blasphemous, such as The Memoirs of John Ker, apparently most offended the authorities. Prosecutions of erotica later in the 18th century were rare and were most often taken because of the admixture of seditious and blasphemous material with the porn. For instance, no proceedings were taken against the publishers of Cleland's notorious Fanny Hill (1763).
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It was the Obscene Publications Act 1857[image: External link] which made the sale of obscene material a statutory offence, for the first time, giving the courts power to seize and destroy offending material. The origins of the Act itself were in a trial for the sale of pornography presided over by the Lord Chief Justice[image: External link], Lord Campbell[image: External link], at the same time as a debate in the House of Lords over a bill aiming to restrict the sale of poisons. Campbell was taken by the analogy between the two situations, famously referring to the London pornography trade as "a sale of poison more deadly than prussic acid, strychnine or arsenic",[105] and proposed a bill to restrict the sale of pornography; giving statutory powers of destruction would allow for a much more effective degree of prosecution. The bill was controversial at the time, receiving strong opposition from both Houses of Parliament[image: External link], and was passed on the assurance by the Lord Chief Justice that it was "... intended to apply exclusively to works written for the single purpose of corrupting the morals of youth and of a nature calculated to shock the common feelings of decency in any well-regulated mind." The House of Commons successfully amended it so as not to apply to Scotland, on the grounds that Scottish common law was sufficiently stringent.

The Act provided for the seizure and destruction of any material deemed to be obscene, and held for sale or distribution, following information being laid before a "court of summary jurisdiction" (Magistrates' court[image: External link]). The Act required that following evidence of a common-law offence being committed - for example, on the report of a plain-clothes policeman who had successfully purchased the material - the court could issue a warrant for the premises to be searched and the material seized. The proprietor then would be called upon to attend court and give reason why the material should not be destroyed. Critically, the Act did not define "obscene," leaving this to the will of the courts.

Whilst the Act itself did not change, the scope of the work affected by it did. In 1868 Sir Alexander Cockburn[image: External link], Campbell's successor as Lord Chief Justice, held in an appeal that the test of obscenity was "...whether the tendency of the matter charged as obscenity is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences and into whose hands a publication of this sort may fall." This was clearly a major change from Campbell's opinion only ten years before - the test now being the effect on someone open to corruption who obtained a copy, not whether the material was intended to corrupt or offend.

Cockburn's declaration remained in force for several decades, and most of the high profile seizures under the Act relied on this interpretation. Known as the Hicklin test[image: External link] no cognisance was taken of the literary merit of a book or on the extent of the offending text within the book in question. The widened scope of the original legislation led to the subsequent notorious targeting of now acknowledged classics of world literature by such authors as Zola[image: External link], James Joyce[image: External link] and D.H. Lawrence[image: External link] plus medical textbooks by such as Havelock Ellis[image: External link] rather than the blatant erotica which was the original target of this law.[106]

In contrast to England, where actions against obscene literature were the preserve of the magistrates, in America such actions were the responsibility of the Postal Inspection Service, embodied in the federal and state Comstock laws[image: External link], named after the postal officer and anti-obscenity crusader Anthony Comstock[image: External link] who proved himself officious in the work of suppression both in his official capacity and through his New York Society for the Suppression of Vice[image: External link].[107] The first such law was the Comstock Act, (ch. 258 17  Stat.[image: External link]  598[image: External link] enacted March 3, 1873) which made it illegal to send any "obscene, lewd, and/or lascivious" materials through the mail. Twenty-four states passed similar prohibitions on materials distributed within the states.[108]
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This question of whether a book had literary merit eventually prompted a change in the law in both America and the UK. In the United Kingdom the Obscene Publications Act 1959[image: External link] provided for the protection of "literature" but conversely increased the penalties against pure "pornography." The law defined obscenity and separated it from serious works of art.

The new definition read:


[A]n article shall be deemed to be obscene if its effect or (where the article comprises two or more distinct items) the effect of any one of its items is, if taken as a whole, such as to tend to deprave and corrupt persons who are likely, having regard to all relevant circumstances, to read, see or hear the matter contained or embodied in it.



After this piece of legislation questions of the literary merit of the work in question were allowed to be put before the judge and jury as in the Lady Chatterley[image: External link] trial. The publishers of the latter book were found not guilty by the court on the grounds of the literary merit of the book. In later prosecutions of literary erotica under the provisions of the act, however, even purely pornographic works with no apparent literary merit escaped destruction by the authorities. Purely textual pornographic texts, with no hint of libel[image: External link], ceased to be brought to trial following the collapse of the Inside Linda Lovelace trial in 1976. However, in October 2008, a man was unsuccessfully prosecuted under the Obscene Publications Act (the R v Walker[image: External link] trial) for posting fictional written material to the Internet allegedly describing the kidnap, rape and murder of the pop group Girls Aloud[image: External link].[109]

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] gives protection to written fiction, although the legal presumption that it does not protect obscene literature has never been overcome. (Instead, pornography has successfully been defined legally as non-obscene, or "obscene" been shown to be so vague a term as to be unenforceable.) In 1998 Brian Dalton[image: External link] was charged with creation and possession of child pornography under an Ohio obscenity law. The stories were works of fiction concerning sexually abusing children which he wrote and kept, unpublished, in his private journal. He accepted a plea bargain, pleaded guilty and was convicted.[110] Five years later, the conviction was vacated.

Importing books and texts across national borders can sometimes be subject to more stringent laws than in the nations concerned. Customs officers are often permitted to seize even merely 'indecent' works that would be perfectly legal to sell and possess once one is inside the nations concerned. Canada[image: External link] has been particularly notorious for such border seizures.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Although the 1857 and 1959 legislation outlawed the publication, retail and trafficking of certain writings and images, regarded as pornographic, and would order the destruction of shop and warehouse stock meant for sale, the private possession of and viewing of pornography has not been prosecuted until recent times.[111] In some nations, even purely textual erotic literature is still deemed illegal and is also prosecuted.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Pornhub was founded by web developer Matt Keezer as a website within the company Interhub, and launched in early 2007.[6] In March 2010, the company was purchased by Fabian Thylmann[image: External link] as part of the Manwin[image: External link] conglomerate, now known as MindGeek.[7] As part of MindGeek, Pornhub makes up one of several porn websites in the company's "Pornhub NETWORK", alongside YouPorn, RedTube and the like. Though not the most popular porn website, Pornhub holds the honor of being the single largest porn website on the internet, hosting more videos than any similar site.[4]

The website allows visitors to view pornographic videos from a number of categories, including professional and amateur pornography[image: External link]. Users can take advantage of several features, including sharing videos on social media websites and liking or disliking them. Users may also optionally register a free Pornhub account, which additionally allows them to post comments, download videos and add videos to their favorites, as well as upload videos themselves. To combat the proliferation of illegal content, users are encouraged to flag videos they deem inappropriate, which are immediately reviewed by the Pornhub team and removed if they violate the website's terms of service.[8]

In an effort to introduce quality curation[image: External link] to the site, the company launched a service called "Pornhub Select" in October 2013.[9] Pornhub also launched a content curation website on October 9, 2013 called "PornIQ", which uses an algorithm to create personalized video playlists for the viewer based on a number of factors, including their porn preferences, the time of day they're visiting the website, what part of the world they live in and the amount of time the viewer has to watch the video(s).[10][11] David Holmes of PandoDaily[image: External link] noted that Pornhub's data-intensive approach to playlists set it apart from previous attempts at user-generated playlists, and marked a new trend in the switch from content searching to passive curation among Web 2.0[image: External link] websites.[11]

As of 2009, three of the largest porn sites "RedTube, YouPorn and PornHub -- collectively make up 100 million unique visitors".[12] In 2014, Pornhub told its viewers to stop uploading footage from Brazil's defeat to Germany[image: External link] at the 2014 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with sexual innuendo titles.[13]

In June 2015, Pornhub announced that it was going to make a porn film featuring real-life sex in space[image: External link], named Sexplorations. The site hoped to launch the mission and shoot the movie in 2016, covering the pre and post-production costs itself but seeking $3.4 million from IndieGogo[image: External link] crowdfunders. Porn actors Eva Lovia and Johnny Sins have been lined up to star in Sexplorations, and will receive "six months of rigorous training" prior to launch.[14]

On February 1 2016, Pornhub has launched an online casino, powered by Betsoft, Endorphina[image: External link] and 1x2 gaming software.[15]

On April 1, 2016, April Fool's Day[image: External link], the website's front page became Cornhub, displaying videos of sweetcorn with sexually alluring titles.[16]
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 Copyright infringement claims




In 2010, Mansef Inc. and Interhub, the then owners of Pornhub, were sued by the copyright holding company of the pornographic film production company Pink Visual[image: External link], Ventura Content, for the copyright infringement of 95 videos on websites, including Pornhub, Keezmovies, Extremetube, and Tube8[image: External link].[17] According to Ventura Content the 45 videos were streamed “tens of millions of times”[18] and they claimed the piracy threatened the "entire adult entertainment industry."[19] The suit was settled in October 2010, with terms that remain confidential. The parties agreed that the site operators would implement digital fingerprint filtering on their sites.[20] Porn 2.0[image: External link] sites such as these are seen as posing notable competition for paid pornographic websites and traditional magazine and DVD-based pornography.[21][22][23]
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 Censorship




In 2011, European broadband provider TalkTalk[image: External link] (formerly Tiscali) received some criticism because its internet filter failed to block Pornhub, for over a week. This was due to the issue of child internet safety.[4]

The Huffington Post explains that in 2013, "CBS...refused to air a short commercial for adult-themed site Pornhub during the Super Bowl[image: External link] on Sunday....The 20-second spot, which features an older couple sitting on a park bench (that's really all that happens), includes no explicit content".[24] It was rejected because the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] could hold CBS liable for endorsing pornographic content, as it is illegal to air pornography on US television.[24]

The website was blocked by Great Firewall[image: External link] in China from September 2013.[25]

On March 12, 2014 Pornhub was blocked in Russia[image: External link] because one actress looked too young, leading some viewers to think she was a minor.[26][27]
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 Malvertising




Researcher Conrad Longmore claims that advertisements displayed by the sites were found to contain malware programs, which install harmful files on users' machines without their permission. Longmore told the BBC that two popular sites – XHamster and PornHub – pose the greatest threat.[28]
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Since 2012, Pornhub has hosted several events and campaigns to raise awareness of certain issues and/or raise money, as well as to help promote their brand.[29] The first of these events took place in New York City on April 24, 2012, with the introduction of the "Boob Bus".[30][31][32] The tour bus traveled to five scheduled stops at several NYC landmarks, and was intended to raise awareness of breast cancer[image: External link] by offering free breast exams for passersby, as well as teaching self-examination techniques to use at home.[31] Double-board certified plastic surgeon Dr. David Shafer was present to give the exams and teach women how to perform self-exams, and porn star Bree Olson[image: External link] acted as a cheerleader for the event.[31]

Pornhub continued their breast cancer awareness campaign in October 2012 by launching an event called "Save the Boobs!"[33][34] For every 30 videos viewed in Pornhub's "big tit" or "small tit" category in the month of October, the website offered to donate a penny to the Susan G. Komen Foundation[image: External link].[35] However, on October 4, early into the campaign, the Susan G. Komen Foundation rejected the offer, stating that they were not a partner of Pornhub, were not accepting donations and asked the company to stop using their name.[36] In response, Pornhub called on "any charitable entities related to breast cancer research or awareness" to submit their interest in accepting the donations.[36] By the end of the month, a total of 74,146,928 video views were amassed, equaling approximately $24,716 worth of donations, which Pornhub subsequently tripled to $75,000.[37] Pornhub ultimately split the donation money amongst several charities after an extensive search, among which include the Eileen Stein Jacoby Fund and Cancer Sucks Inc.[37][38]

In honor of Arbor Day[image: External link] 2014, Pornhub launched a weeklong environmental campaign[image: External link] called "Pornhub Gives America Wood", which started on April 25, 2014 and ended on May 2, 2014.[39][40][41] In a similar manner to the website's previous "Save the Boobs!" campaign, Pornhub offered to plant a single tree for every 100 videos viewed in the site's "big dick" category.[39] In total, approximately 1,547,300 video views were counted, which resulted in 15,473 trees to be planted.[39][41] After the campaign ended on May 2, 2014, Pornhub's PR director stated that they were considering working with one of three environmental organizations to help them plant the trees.[42]
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 Wearable device




In February 2015,[43] PornHub announced an upcoming wristband equipped with a kinetic energy[image: External link] electric generator[image: External link]. Aimed primarily at men, the wristband would use the up and down motion of masturbation[image: External link] to charge consumer electronics.[44]
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 In popular culture




Pornhub makes a prominent appearance in many scenes of the 2013 romantic comedy film Don Jon[image: External link].[45] Pornhub Vice President Cory Price explained that one of the film's producers approached the company in March 2012, seeking permission to use the Pornhub brand.[45] Price reviewed the movie's script and granted them permission, going as far as helping them find clips to use in the movie from their content partners (e.g. Brazzers, Mofos, Digital Playground and Twistys).[45] Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link], director and actor in the film, edited the clips together into rapid-fire montages, also featured prominently in the film.[45]
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The Sex Factor





The Sex Factor is an online reality TV[image: External link] series produced by xHamster where eight men and eight women compete to become a porn star. The sixteen contestants supposedly have never had sex on camera prior to the series.[1] The show stars Asa Akira[image: External link] as the host, and also features Lexi Belle[image: External link], Tori Black[image: External link], Remy LaCroix[image: External link], and Keiran Lee[image: External link] as mentors and judges.[2][3][4][5][6][7] Belle Knox[image: External link] was initially going to host the show, but was replaced by Akira.[8]

The show has one male and one female winner.[9] The winners get a three-year contract with a porn film production company and an undisclosed amount of money, for a total amount of $1 million in prize value.[10]
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 Filming




Casting took place in two rounds: one in December 2014 and one in January 2015, during that year's AVN Expo[image: External link].[11] Filming took place during early 2015,[10] with pauses of months between episodes.[12] None of the performers have been paid for their presence in the show,[10] apart from trip reimbursements.[12]
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The 16 contestants who competed to win The Sex Factor are:
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 Male





	Donnie Rock, 34, from Denver, Colorado.

	Barry Newport, from Orange County, CA.

	David Caspian, from Bronx, NY. On the first episode he claimed to have sex with 3 women prior to filming.[13]


	Buddy Hollywood, 25, from Las Vegas, NV. In Episode 1 he claimed to have sex with over 100 women prior to filming.

	Sonny Keegan, 23, from Detroit, MI. Professional strip club DJ.

	Hero D. Protagonist, software engineer from Austin, TX.

	The Colonel, 33, from Raleigh, NC. Contestant on Beauty & The Geek.

	Johnny Black, 20, from Charleston, SC.
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 Female





	Blair Williams, 21, from Los Angeles, CA. She was a former church preschool teacher and claimed to have not been a virgin for a year in Episode 1.

	Kaelin Blake, 22, from Nashville, TN.

	Adrian Lee Ray, 24, from upstate New York. A Suicide Girl[image: External link],[14] in Episode 6 is discovered to have lied to the producers of the show, having shot a scene with James Deen[image: External link].

	Khaya Peake, 23, from Brighton, UK.

	Veronica Vain, 22, from New York City.

	Sydney Gilmour, 19, a professional tattoo artist from Miami, FL.

	Dani Darko, 19, from Las Vegas.

	Allie Eve Knox, 25, from Dallas, TX, with a masters degree in anthropology. In Episode 1 she claimed to have sex with four people prior to filming. In an interview for ABC News[image: External link] she claimed to have joined the show to make money in order to pay her student loans.[10]
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	Contestant
	Episode



	Name
	Age
	Hometown
	1a
	2b
	3
	4c
	5
	6d
	7
	8e
	9e
	10f



	Blair Williams
	20
	Los Angeles, CA[image: External link]
	WIN
	HIGH
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	Winner



	Donnie Rock
	34
	Denver, CO[image: External link]
	LOW
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE



	Allie Eve Knox
	25
	Dallas, TX[image: External link]
	WIN
	WIN
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	Runner-Up



	Johnny Black
	20
	Charleston, SC[image: External link]
	SAFE
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE



	Hero D. Protagonist
	24
	Austin, TX[image: External link]
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	Eliminated



	Khaya Peake
	23
	Brighton, UK[image: External link]
	WIN
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE



	Buddy Hollywood
	25
	Las Vegas, NV[image: External link]
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	ELIM
	



	Adrian Lee Ray
	24
	Buffalo, NY[image: External link]
	WIN
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	DISQ
	



	Kaelin Blake
	23
	Nashville, TN[image: External link]
	WIN
	SAFE
	LOW
	SAFE
	ELIM
	



	The Colonel
	33
	Raleigh, NC[image: External link]
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	SAFE
	ELIM
	



	Dani Darko
	19
	Las Vegas, NV[image: External link]
	WIN
	SAFE
	ELIM
	



	Sonny Keegan
	23
	Detroit, MI[image: External link]
	LOW
	SAFE
	ELIM
	



	Barry Newport
	26
	Orange County, CA[image: External link]
	SAFE
	SAFE
	LEFT
	



	Sydney Gilmore
	19
	Miami, FL[image: External link]
	WIN
	SAFE
	LEFT
	



	Veronica Vain
	23
	New York, NY[image: External link]
	WIN
	LEFT
	



	David Caspian
	24
	Bronx, NY[image: External link]
	ELIM
	






	Legend



	
	Female



	
	Male



	
	The contestant won The Sex Factor




	
	The contestants was the Runner-Up



	
	The contestants was Eliminated in Third place



	WIN
	The contestant won the Elimination Challenge.



	HIGH
	The contestant was one of the best but did not win the challenge.



	SAFE
	The contestant was safe or did not receive votes.



	LOW
	The contestant was one of the worst, but was saved first.



	LOW
	The contestant was voted to go home by the winners or judges in the Elimination Challenge, but was not eliminated.



	ELIM
	The contestant was eliminated.



	LEFT
	The contestant left the competition despite not being eliminated.



	DISQ
	The contestant was disqualified from the competition



	
	The contestant did not compete in this episode.




Notes

^a The girls won the challenge and they could cast votes to send one male contestant home. Three girls voted against Donnie Rock, while one voted against Sonny Keegan. David Caspian received four votes from the girls, eliminating him from the contest despite the judges' affection towards him.

^b The girls had a photoshoot done by Holly Randall[image: External link] and the judges chose Allie Eve Knox as the winner. Veronica Vain revealed she had been given an offer she couldn't refuse and wanted to leave the competition, so no contestant was eliminated. The judges invited David Caspian to join the guys in a strip club in this episode and learn how to dance as a male stripper.

^c There was no elimination in this episode as the challenge was not complete and continues in the next episode. Allie Eve Knox, the winner of episode 2, is seen participating in a photoshoot by Holly Randall for Hustler[image: External link] magazine.

^d There was no elimination in this episode as the challenge was not complete and continues in the next episode. Blair discovered that Adrian has previously acted in a professional porn film by James Deen[image: External link], potentially disqualifying her from the contest.

^e There was no elimination in this episode as the challenge was not complete and continues in the next episode.

^f The challenge from the previous two episodes was concluded, with the winners being declared having the Sex Factor.
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Malvertising





Malvertising (a portmanteau[image: External link] of "malicious advertising") is the use of online advertising[image: External link] to spread malware[image: External link].[1]

Malvertising involves injecting malicious or malware-laden advertisements into legitimate online advertising networks[image: External link] and webpages.[2] Online advertisements provide a solid platform for spreading malware because significant effort is put into them in order to attract users and sell or advertise the product.[3] Because advertising content can be inserted into high-profile and reputable websites, malvertising provides malefactors an opportunity to push their attacks to web users who might not otherwise see the ads, due to firewalls, more safety precautions, or the like.[4][5] Malvertising is "attractive to attackers because they 'can be easily spread across a large number of legitimate websites without directly compromising those websites'."[6]

Malvertising is a fairly new concept for spreading malware and is even harder to combat because it can work its way into a webpage and spread through a system unknowingly: "The interesting thing about infections delivered through malvertising is that it does not require any user action (like clicking) to compromise the system and it does not exploit any vulnerabilities on the website or the server it is hosted from... infections delivered through malvertising silently travel through Web page advertisements."[7] It is able to expose millions of users to malware, even the most cautious, and is growing rapidly: "In 2012, it was estimated nearly 10 billion ad impressions were compromised by malvertising."[2] Attackers have a very wide reach and are able to deliver these attacks easily through advertisement networks. Companies and websites have had difficulty diminishing the number of malvertising attacks, which "suggests that this attack vector isn’t likely to disappear soon."[6]
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 How it works




Websites or web publishers unknowingly incorporate a corrupted or malicious advertisement into their page. Computers can become infected pre-click and post click. It is a misconception that infection only happens when visitors begin clicking on a malvertisement. "Examples of pre-click malware include being embedded in main scripts of the page or drive-by-downloads. Malware can also auto-run, as in the case of auto redirects, where the user is automatically taken to a different site, which could be malicious. Malware can also be found in the delivery of an ad – where a clean ad that has no malware pre or post click (in its build and design) can still be infected whilst being called.[8] Malicious code can hide undetected and the user has no idea what's coming their way. A post-click malvertisement example: "the user clicks on the ad to visit the advertised site, and instead is directly infected or redirected to a malicious site. These sites trick users into copying viruses or spyware usually disguised as Flash files, which are very popular on the web."[9] Redirection[image: External link] is often built into online advertising, and this spread of malware is often successful because users expect a redirection to happen when clicking on an advertisement. A redirection that is taking place only needs to be co-opted in order to infect a user's computer.[1]

Malvertising often involves the exploitation of trustworthy companies. Those attempting to spread malware place "clean" advertisements on trustworthy sites first in order to gain a good reputation, then they later "insert a virus or spyware in the code behind the ad, and after a mass virus infection is produced, they remove the virus", thus infecting all visitors of the site during that time period. The identities of those responsible are often hard to trace, making it hard to prevent the attacks or stop them altogether, because the "ad network infrastructure is very complex with many linked connections between ads and click-through destinations."[9]

Some malvertisements can infect a vulnerable computer even if the user never clicks on the (normal-appearing) advertisement.[10]
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 History[11]




2007/2008: The first recorded sighting of malvertising was back in late 2007 / early 2008. This threat was based on a vulnerability in Adobe Flash (something that has continued to this day – see later) and affected a number of platforms including, MySpace, Excite and Rhapsody.

2009: The NY Times online magazine was found to be serving up an ad that was part of a larger click fraud scam that created a botnet network of malware infected computers, nicknamed the Bahama botnet, that then went onto be used to carry out click fraud on pay per click ads all over the web. The banner feed of The New York Times was hacked for the weekend of September 11 to 14, causing some readers to see advertisements telling them their systems were infected and trying to trick them into installing rogue security software[image: External link] on their computers. According to spokeswoman Diane McNulty, "the culprit approached the newspaper as a national advertiser and had provided apparently legitimate ads for a week", and the ads were switched to the virus alert malvertisement afterwards. The New York Times then suspended third-party advertisements to address the problem, and even posted advice for readers regarding this issue on its technology blog.[12]

2010: Malvertising really takes off. Marketing analysts ClickZ[13] noted that the Online Trust Alliance (OTA) identified billions of display ads, across 3500 sites carrying malware. In the same year the Online Trust Alliance[14] formed a cross industry Anti-Malvertising Task Force.

2011: Spotify had a malvertising attack which used the ‘Blackhole’ exploit kit – this was one of the first instances of a drive-by download, where a user doesn’t even have to click on an ad to become infected with malware. According to Bluecoat Security Systems Report 2011,[15] saw an increase of 240% in malvertising based malicious sites.

2012: Symantec includes malvertising as a section in their Internet Security Threat Report 2013[16] which looked back at the landscape in 2012. Symantec used scanning software across a series of websites and detected that half of them were infected with malvertising. In 2012, the LA Times was hit by a massive malvertising attack which used the Blackhole exploit kit to infect users. It was seen as part of a general campaign of malvertising to hit large news portals – this strategy carried on into subsequent years with attacks on huffingtonpost.com and the NY Times.

2013: A major malvertising campaign was waged against Yahoo.com, one of the largest ad platforms with monthly visits of 6.9 billion. The malware exploit was based on the commonly used web attack, Cross Site Scripting (XSS), number three in the top ten web attacks types identified by the Open Web Application Security Project[17] (OWASP). The attack infected users machines with the ransomware, ‘Cryptowall’, a type of malware that extorts money from users by encrypting their data and placing a ransom of up to $1000 in bitcoins, to be paid in 7 days, to decrypt the data.

2014: The year of the malvert with a 325% increase in malvertising attacks according to Security firm Cyphort.[18] 2014 saw major malvertising campaigns against Google DoubleClick and Zedo ad networks. Again news portals including Times of Israel and the Hindustan Times were affected. As in previous attacks the cybercrime involved Cryptowall as the malware infection. This spate of malvertising was believed to have brought over $1 million of ransom money in by infecting over 600,000 computers.[19]

2015: To date, malvertising has continued unabated and is truly coming into its own. 2015 is the year that malvertising really hit the mobile user. McAfee has identified, in their Threat Report for February 2015[20] that malvertising is growing quickly on mobile platforms and is expected to continue to grow rapidly, targeting mobile users. This year has seen attacks against, eBay, answers.com, talktalk.co.uk, wowhead.com and many others. It involved breaches of ad networks, including, DoubleClick and engage:BDR. There was also a report of possibly the first ‘political malvertising’ campaign by pro-Russian activists which was based on a botnet, which then forced users machines to visit bogus sites that generated ad revenue for the activists. The users also ended up at several pro-Russian propaganda videos.
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 More examples of malicious advertisements




Several popular websites and news sources have been victims to malvertising and have had malicious advertisements placed on their webpages or widgets unknowingly, including Horoscope.com, The New York Times[image: External link],[21] the London Stock Exchange[image: External link], Spotify[image: External link], and The Onion[image: External link].[6]
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By visiting websites that are affected by malvertising, users are at risk of infection. There are many different methods used for injecting malicious advertisements or programs into webpages:


	
Pop-up ads[image: External link] for deceptive downloads, such as fake anti-virus programs that install malicious software on the computer[2]


	In-text or in-content advertising

	
Drive-by downloads[image: External link][2]


	
Web widgets[image: External link] in which redirection can be co-opted into redirecting to a malicious site[3]


	Hidden iframes[image: External link] that spread malware into websites[3]


	
Content delivery networks exploited to share malware[3]


	Malicious banners on websites[3]


	Third-party advertisements on webpages[22]


	Third-party applications, such as forums, help desks, and customer relationship management[image: External link] and content management systems[image: External link][22]
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 Preventive measures




There are several precautions that people can take to lessen their chances of getting tricked by these advertisements. Commonly used programs such as Adobe Flash Player[image: External link] and Adobe Reader[image: External link] can have their flaws exploited, and become vulnerable to attacks, so it is important to keep them up to date.[23] Users can also download anti-virus software that protects against threats and removes malicious software from their systems. Users can also push companies and websites to scan advertisements before making them active on their webpages.[2] Users can also use ad blocking[image: External link] software to avoid downloading the malware contained in advertisements[24] or a specific browser extension alerting malvertising campaigns.[25]
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Social Network







	It has been suggested that Social graph[image: External link] be merged[image: External link] into this article. ( Discuss[image: External link]) Proposed since February 2016.




A social network is a social structure[image: External link] made up of a set of social[image: External link] actors (such as individuals or organizations), sets of dyadic[image: External link] ties, and other social interactions[image: External link] between actors. The social network perspective provides a set of methods for analyzing the structure of whole social entities as well as a variety of theories explaining the patterns observed in these structures.[1] The study of these structures uses social network analysis[image: External link] to identify local and global patterns, locate influential entities, and examine network dynamics.

Social networks and the analysis of them is an inherently interdisciplinary[image: External link] academic field which emerged from social psychology[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], statistics[image: External link], and graph theory[image: External link]. Georg Simmel[image: External link] authored early structural theories in sociology emphasizing the dynamics of triads and "web of group affiliations".[2] Jacob Moreno[image: External link] is credited with developing the first sociograms[image: External link] in the 1930s to study interpersonal relationships. These approaches were mathematically formalized in the 1950s and theories and methods of social networks became pervasive in the social and behavioral sciences by the 1980s.[1][3] Social network analysis[image: External link] is now one of the major paradigms in contemporary sociology, and is also employed in a number of other social and formal sciences. Together with other complex networks[image: External link], it forms part of the nascent field of network science[image: External link].[4][5]
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 Overview




The social network is a theoretical[image: External link] construct[image: External link] useful in the social sciences[image: External link] to study relationships between individuals, groups[image: External link], organizations[image: External link], or even entire societies[image: External link] (social units[image: External link], see differentiation[image: External link]). The term is used to describe a social structure[image: External link] determined by such interactions[image: External link]. The ties through which any given social unit connects represent the convergence of the various social contacts of that unit. This theoretical approach is, necessarily, relational. An axiom[image: External link] of the social network approach to understanding social interaction[image: External link] is that social phenomena should be primarily conceived and investigated through the properties of relations between and within units, instead of the properties of these units themselves. Thus, one common criticism of social network theory is that individual agency[image: External link] is often ignored[6] although this may not be the case in practice (see agent-based modeling[image: External link]). Precisely because many different types of relations, singular or in combination, form these network configurations, network analytics[image: External link] are useful to a broad range of research enterprises. In social science, these fields of study include, but are not limited to anthropology[image: External link], biology[image: External link], communication studies[image: External link], economics[image: External link], geography[image: External link], information science[image: External link], organizational studies[image: External link], social psychology[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], and sociolinguistics[image: External link].
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 History




In the late 1890s, both Émile Durkheim[image: External link] and Ferdinand Tönnies[image: External link] foreshadowed the idea of social networks in their theories and research of social groups[image: External link]. Tönnies argued that social groups can exist as personal and direct social ties that either link individuals who share values and belief ( Gemeinschaft[image: External link], German, commonly translated as " community[image: External link]") or impersonal, formal, and instrumental social links ( Gesellschaft[image: External link], German, commonly translated as " society[image: External link]").[7] Durkheim gave a non-individualistic explanation of social facts, arguing that social phenomena arise when interacting individuals constitute a reality that can no longer be accounted for in terms of the properties of individual actors.[8] Georg Simmel[image: External link], writing at the turn of the twentieth century, pointed to the nature of networks and the effect of network size on interaction and examined the likelihood of interaction in loosely knit networks rather than groups.[9]

Major developments in the field can be seen in the 1930s by several groups in psychology, anthropology, and mathematics working independently.[6][10][11] In psychology[image: External link], in the 1930s, Jacob L. Moreno[image: External link] began systematic recording and analysis of social interaction in small groups, especially classrooms and work groups (see sociometry[image: External link]). In anthropology[image: External link], the foundation for social network theory is the theoretical and ethnographic[image: External link] work of Bronislaw Malinowski[image: External link],[12] Alfred Radcliffe-Brown[image: External link],[13][14] and Claude Lévi-Strauss[image: External link].[15] A group of social anthropologists associated with Max Gluckman[image: External link] and the Manchester School[image: External link], including John A. Barnes[image: External link],[16] J. Clyde Mitchell[image: External link] and Elizabeth Bott Spillius[image: External link],[17][18] often are credited with performing some of the first fieldwork from which network analyses were performed, investigating community networks in southern Africa, India and the United Kingdom.[6] Concomitantly, British anthropologist S. F. Nadel[image: External link] codified a theory of social structure that was influential in later network analysis.[19] In sociology[image: External link], the early (1930s) work of Talcott Parsons[image: External link] set the stage for taking a relational approach to understanding social structure.[20][21] Later, drawing upon Parsons' theory, the work of sociologist Peter Blau[image: External link] provides a strong impetus for analyzing the relational ties of social units with his work on social exchange theory[image: External link].[22][23][24] By the 1970s, a growing number of scholars worked to combine the different tracks and traditions. One group consisted of sociologist Harrison White[image: External link] and his students at the Harvard University Department of Social Relations[image: External link]. Also independently active in the Harvard Social Relations department at the time were Charles Tilly[image: External link], who focused on networks in political and community sociology and social movements, and Stanley Milgram[image: External link], who developed the "six degrees of separation" thesis.[25]Mark Granovetter[image: External link][26] and Barry Wellman[image: External link][27] are among the former students of White who elaborated and championed the analysis of social networks.[26][28][29][30]
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 Levels of analysis




In general, social networks are self-organizing[image: External link], emergent[image: External link], and complex[image: External link], such that a globally coherent pattern appears from the local interaction of the elements that make up the system.[32][33] These patterns become more apparent as network size increases. However, a global network analysis[34] of, for example, all interpersonal relationships[image: External link] in the world is not feasible and is likely to contain so much information[image: External link] as to be uninformative. Practical limitations of computing power, ethics and participant recruitment and payment also limit the scope of a social network analysis.[35][36] The nuances of a local system may be lost in a large network analysis, hence the quality of information may be more important than its scale for understanding network properties. Thus, social networks are analyzed at the scale relevant to the researcher's theoretical question. Although levels of analysis[image: External link] are not necessarily mutually exclusive[image: External link], there are three general levels into which networks may fall: micro-level[image: External link], meso-level[image: External link], and macro-level[image: External link].
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 Micro level




At the micro-level, social network research typically begins with an individual, snowballing[image: External link] as social relationships are traced, or may begin with a small group of individuals in a particular social context.

Dyadic level: A dyad[image: External link] is a social relationship between two individuals. Network research on dyads may concentrate on structure[image: External link] of the relationship (e.g. multiplexity, strength), social equality[image: External link], and tendencies toward reciprocity/mutuality[image: External link].

Triadic level: Add one individual to a dyad, and you have a triad[image: External link]. Research at this level may concentrate on factors such as balance[image: External link] and transitivity[image: External link], as well as social equality[image: External link] and tendencies toward reciprocity/mutuality[image: External link].[35] In the balance theory[image: External link] of Fritz Heider[image: External link] the triad is the key to social dynamics. The discord in a rivalrous love triangle[image: External link] is an example of an unbalanced triad, likely to change to a balanced triad by a change in one of the relations. The dynamics of social friendships in society has been modeled by balancing triads. The study is carried forward with the theory of signed graphs[image: External link].

Actor level: The smallest unit of analysis in a social network is an individual in their social setting, i.e., an "actor" or "ego". Egonetwork analysis focuses on network characteristics such as size, relationship strength, density, centrality[image: External link], prestige[image: External link] and roles such as isolates, liaisons[image: External link], and bridges[image: External link].[37] Such analyses, are most commonly used in the fields of psychology[image: External link] or social psychology[image: External link], ethnographic[image: External link] kinship[image: External link] analysis or other genealogical[image: External link] studies of relationships between individuals.

Subset level: Subset[image: External link] levels of network research problems begin at the micro-level, but may cross over into the meso-level of analysis. Subset level research may focus on distance[image: External link] and reachability, cliques[image: External link], cohesive[image: External link] subgroups, or other group actions[image: External link] or behavior[image: External link].[38]
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 Meso level




In general, meso-level theories begin with a population[image: External link] size that falls between the micro- and macro-levels. However, meso-level may also refer to analyses that are specifically designed to reveal connections between micro- and macro-levels. Meso-level networks are low density and may exhibit causal processes distinct from interpersonal micro-level networks.[39]

Organizations: Formal organizations[image: External link] are social groups[image: External link] that distribute tasks for a collective goal[image: External link].[40] Network research on organizations may focus on either intra-organizational or inter-organizational ties in terms of formal[image: External link] or informal[image: External link] relationships. Intra-organizational networks themselves often contain multiple levels of analysis, especially in larger organizations with multiple branches, franchises or semi-autonomous departments. In these cases, research is often conducted at a workgroup level and organization level, focusing on the interplay between the two structures.[40]

Randomly distributed networks: Exponential random graph models[image: External link] of social networks became state-of-the-art methods of social network analysis in the 1980s. This framework has the capacity to represent social-structural effects commonly observed in many human social networks, including general degree[image: External link]-based structural effects commonly observed in many human social networks as well as reciprocity[image: External link] and transitivity[image: External link], and at the node-level, homophily[image: External link] and attribute[image: External link]-based activity and popularity effects, as derived from explicit hypotheses about dependencies[image: External link] among network ties. Parameters[image: External link] are given in terms of the prevalence of small subgraph[image: External link] configurations in the network and can be interpreted as describing the combinations of local social processes from which a given network emerges. These probability models for networks on a given set of actors allow generalization beyond the restrictive dyadic independence assumption of micro-networks, allowing models to be built from theoretical structural foundations of social behavior.[41]

Scale-free networks: A scale-free network[image: External link] is a network[image: External link] whose degree distribution[image: External link] follows a power law[image: External link], at least asymptotically[image: External link]. In network theory[image: External link] a scale-free ideal network is a random network[image: External link] with a degree distribution[image: External link] that unravels the size distribution of social groups.[42] Specific characteristics of scale-free networks vary with the theories and analytical tools used to create them, however, in general, scale-free networks have some common characteristics. One notable characteristic in a scale-free network is the relative commonness of vertices[image: External link] with a degree[image: External link] that greatly exceeds the average. The highest-degree nodes are often called "hubs", and may serve specific purposes in their networks, although this depends greatly on the social context. Another general characteristic of scale-free networks is the clustering coefficient[image: External link] distribution, which decreases as the node degree increases. This distribution also follows a power law[image: External link].[43] The Barabási[image: External link] model of network evolution shown above is an example of a scale-free network.
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 Macro level




Rather than tracing interpersonal interactions, macro-level analyses generally trace the outcomes of interactions, such as economic[image: External link] or other resource[image: External link] transfer[image: External link] interactions over a large population[image: External link].

Large-scale networks: Large-scale network[image: External link] is a term somewhat synonymous with "macro-level" as used, primarily, in social[image: External link] and behavioral[image: External link] sciences, in economics[image: External link]. Originally, the term was used extensively in the computer sciences[image: External link] (see large-scale network mapping)[image: External link].

Complex networks: Most larger social networks display features of social complexity[image: External link], which involves substantial non-trivial features of network topology[image: External link], with patterns of complex connections between elements that are neither purely regular nor purely random (see, complexity science[image: External link], dynamical system[image: External link] and chaos theory[image: External link]), as do biological[image: External link], and technological networks[image: External link]. Such complex network[image: External link] features include a heavy tail in the degree distribution[image: External link], a high clustering coefficient[image: External link], assortativity[image: External link] or disassortativity among vertices, community structure[image: External link] (see stochastic block model[image: External link]), and hierarchical structure[image: External link]. In the case of agency-directed[image: External link] networks these features also include reciprocity[image: External link], triad significance profile (TSP, see network motif[image: External link]), and other features. In contrast, many of the mathematical models of networks that have been studied in the past, such as lattices[image: External link] and random graphs[image: External link], do not show these features.[44]
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 Theoretical links
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 Imported theories




Various theoretical frameworks have been imported for the use of social network analysis. The most prominent of these are Graph theory[image: External link], Balance theory[image: External link], Social comparison theory[image: External link], and more recently, the Social identity approach[image: External link].[45]
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 Indigenous theories




Few complete theories have been produced from social network analysis. Two that have are Structural Role Theory[image: External link] and Heterophily Theory.

The basis of Heterophily Theory was the finding in one study that more numerous weak ties can be important in seeking information and innovation, as cliques have a tendency to have more homogeneous opinions as well as share many common traits. This homophilic tendency was the reason for the members of the cliques to be attracted together in the first place. However, being similar, each member of the clique would also know more or less what the other members knew. To find new information or insights, members of the clique will have to look beyond the clique to its other friends and acquaintances. This is what Granovetter called "the strength of weak ties".[46]
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 Structural holes




In the context of networks, social capital[image: External link] exists where people have an advantage because of their location in a network. Contacts in a network provide information, opportunities and perspectives that can be beneficial to the central player in the network. Most social structures tend to be characterized by dense clusters of strong connections.[47] Information within these clusters tends to be rather homogeneous and redundant. Non-redundant information is most often obtained through contacts in different clusters.[48] When two separate clusters possess non-redundant information, there is said to be a structural hole between them.[48] Thus, a network that bridges structural holes[image: External link] will provide network benefits that are in some degree additive, rather than overlapping. An ideal network structure has a vine and cluster structure, providing access to many different clusters and structural holes.[48]

Networks rich in structural holes are a form of social capital in that they offer information[image: External link] benefits. The main player in a network that bridges structural holes is able to access information from diverse sources and clusters.[48] For example, in business networks[image: External link], this is beneficial to an individual's career because he is more likely to hear of job openings and opportunities if his network spans a wide range of contacts in different industries/sectors. This concept is similar to Mark Granovetter's theory of weak ties[image: External link], which rests on the basis that having a broad range of contacts is most effective for job attainment.
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 Research clusters
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 Communications




Communication Studies[image: External link] are often considered a part of both the social sciences and the humanities, drawing heavily on fields such as sociology[image: External link], psychology[image: External link], anthropology[image: External link], information science[image: External link], biology[image: External link], political science[image: External link], and economics[image: External link] as well as rhetoric[image: External link], literary studies[image: External link], and semiotics[image: External link]. Many communications concepts describe the transfer of information from one source to another, and can thus be conceived of in terms of a network.
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 Community




In J.A. Barnes' day, a " community[image: External link]" referred to a specific geographic location and studies of community ties had to do with who talked, associated, traded, and attended church with whom. Today, however, there are extended "online" communities developed through telecommunications[image: External link] devices and social network services[image: External link]. Such devices and services require extensive and ongoing maintenance and analysis, often using network science[image: External link] methods. Community development[image: External link] studies, today, also make extensive use of such methods.
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 Complex networks




Complex networks[image: External link] require methods specific to modelling and interpreting social complexity[image: External link] and complex adaptive systems[image: External link], including techniques of dynamic network analysis[image: External link]. Mechanisms such as Dual-phase evolution[image: External link] explain how temporal changes in connectivity contribute to the formation of structure in social networks.
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 Criminal networks




In criminology[image: External link] and urban sociology[image: External link], much attention has been paid to the social networks among criminal actors. For example, Andrew Papachristos[49] has studied gang murders as a series of exchanges between gangs. Murders can be seen to diffuse outwards from a single source, because weaker gangs cannot afford to kill members of stronger gangs in retaliation, but must commit other violent acts to maintain their reputation for strength.
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 Diffusion of innovations




Diffusion of ideas and innovations[image: External link] studies focus on the spread and use of ideas from one actor to another or one culture[image: External link] and another. This line of research seeks to explain why some become "early adopters" of ideas and innovations, and links social network structure with facilitating or impeding the spread of an innovation.
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 Demography




In demography[image: External link], the study of social networks has led to new sampling methods for estimating and reaching populations that are hard to enumerate (for example, homeless people or intravenous drug users.) For example, respondent driven sampling is a network-based sampling technique that relies on respondents to a survey recommending further respondents.
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 Economic sociology




The field of sociology[image: External link] focuses almost entirely on networks of outcomes of social interactions. More narrowly, economic sociology[image: External link] considers behavioral interactions of individuals and groups through social capital[image: External link] and social "markets". Sociologists, such as Mark Granovetter, have developed core principles about the interactions of social structure, information, ability to punish or reward, and trust that frequently recur in their analyses of political, economic and other institutions. Granovetter examines how social structures and social networks can affect economic outcomes like hiring, price, productivity and innovation and describes sociologists' contributions to analyzing the impact of social structure and networks on the economy.[50]
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 Health care




Analysis of social networks is increasingly incorporated into health care analytics[image: External link], not only in epidemiological[image: External link] studies but also in models of patient communication[image: External link] and education, disease prevention, mental health diagnosis and treatment, and in the study of health care organizations and systems[image: External link].[51]
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 Human ecology




Human ecology[image: External link] is an interdisciplinary[image: External link] and transdisciplinary[image: External link] study of the relationship between humans[image: External link] and their natural[image: External link], social[image: External link], and built environments[image: External link]. The scientific philosophy of human ecology has a diffuse history with connections to geography[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], psychology[image: External link], anthropology[image: External link], zoology[image: External link], and natural ecology[image: External link].[52][53]
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 Language and linguistics




Studies of language[image: External link] and linguistics[image: External link], particularly evolutionary linguistics[image: External link], focus on the development of linguistic forms[image: External link] and transfer of changes, sounds[image: External link] or words, from one language system to another through networks of social interaction. Social networks are also important in language shift[image: External link], as groups of people add and/or abandon languages to their repertoire.
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 Literary networks




In the study of literary systems, network analysis has been applied by Anheier, Gerhards and Romo,[54] De Nooy,[55] and Senekal,[56] to study various aspects of how literature functions. The basic premise is that polysystem theory, which has been around since the writings of Even-Zohar[image: External link], can be integrated with network theory and the relationships between different actors in the literary network, e.g. writers, critics, publishers, literary histories, etc., can be mapped using visualization[image: External link] from SNA.
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 Organizational studies




Research studies of formal[image: External link] or informal[image: External link] organizational relationships, organizational communication[image: External link], economics[image: External link], economic sociology[image: External link], and other resource[image: External link] transfers[image: External link]. Social networks have also been used to examine how organizations interact with each other, characterizing the many informal connections[image: External link] that link executives together, as well as associations and connections between individual employees at different organizations.[57] Intra-organizational networks have been found to affect organizational commitment[image: External link],[58] organizational identification[image: External link],[37] interpersonal citizenship behaviour[image: External link].[59]
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 Social capital




Social capital[image: External link] is a sociological concept which refers to the value of social relations[image: External link] and the role of cooperation and confidence to achieve positive outcomes. The term refers to the value one can get from their social ties. For example, newly arrived immigrants can make use of their social ties to established migrants to acquire jobs they may otherwise have trouble getting (e.g., because of unfamiliarity with the local language). Studies show that a positive relationship exists between social capital and the intensity of social network use.[60][61]
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 Mobility benefits




In many organizations[image: External link], members tend to focus their activities inside their own groups, which stifles creativity and restricts opportunities. A player whose network bridges structural holes has an advantage in detecting and developing rewarding opportunities.[47] Such a player can mobilize social capital by acting as a "broker" of information between two clusters that otherwise would not have been in contact, thus providing access to new ideas, opinions and opportunities. British philosopher and political economist John Stuart Mill[image: External link], writes, "it is hardly possible to overrate the value ... of placing human beings in contact with persons dissimilar to themselves.... Such communication [is] one of the primary sources of progress."[62] Thus, a player with a network rich in structural holes can add value to an organization through new ideas and opportunities. This in turn, helps an individual's career development and advancement.

A social capital broker also reaps control benefits of being the facilitator of information flow between contacts. In the case of consulting firm Eden McCallum, the founders were able to advance their careers by bridging their connections with former big 3 consulting firm consultants and mid-size industry firms.[63] By bridging structural holes and mobilizing social capital, players can advance their careers by executing new opportunities between contacts.

There has been research that both substantiates and refutes the benefits of information brokerage. A study of high tech Chinese firms by Zhixing Xiao found that the control benefits of structural holes are "dissonant to the dominant firm-wide spirit of cooperation and the information benefits cannot materialize due to the communal sharing values" of such organizations.[64] However, this study only analyzed Chinese firms, which tend to have strong communal sharing values. Information and control benefits of structural holes are still valuable in firms that are not quite as inclusive and cooperative on the firm-wide level. In 2004, Ronald Burt studied 673 managers who ran the supply chain for one of America's largest electronics companies. He found that managers who often discussed issues with other groups were better paid, received more positive job evaluations and were more likely to be promoted.[47] Thus, bridging structural holes can be beneficial to an organization, and in turn, to an individual's career.
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 Social media




Computer networks[image: External link] combined with social networking software produces a new medium for social interaction. A relationship over a computerized social networking service can be characterized by context, direction, and strength. The content of a relation refers to the resource that is exchanged. In a computer mediated communication[image: External link] context, social pairs exchange different kinds of information, including sending a data file or a computer program as well as providing emotional support or arranging a meeting. With the rise of electronic commerce[image: External link], information exchanged may also correspond to exchanges of money, goods or services in the "real" world.[65] Social network analysis[image: External link] methods have become essential to examining these types of computer mediated communication.
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LGBT Community





The LGBT community or GLBT community, also referred to as the gay community, is a loosely defined grouping of lesbian[image: External link], gay[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], and transgender (LGBT) and LGBT-supportive people, organizations, and subcultures[image: External link], united by a common culture[image: External link] and social movements[image: External link]. These communities generally celebrate pride[image: External link], diversity[image: External link], individuality[image: External link], and sexuality[image: External link]. LGBT activists and sociologists see LGBT community-building as a counterbalance to heterosexism[image: External link], homophobia[image: External link], biphobia[image: External link], transphobia[image: External link], sexualism[image: External link], and conformist[image: External link] pressures that exist in the larger society. The term gay pride[image: External link] is used to express the LGBT community's identity and collective strength; gay pride parades[image: External link] provide both a prime example of the use and a demonstration of the general meaning of the term. The LGBT community is diverse in political affiliation. Not all LGBT individuals consider themselves part of an LGBT community.

Groups that may be considered part of the LGBT community include gay villages[image: External link], LGBT rights organizations[image: External link], LGBT employee groups at companies, LGBT student groups in schools and universities[image: External link], and LGBT-affirming religious groups[image: External link].

LGBT communities may organize themselves into, or support, movements for civil rights[image: External link] promoting LGBT rights[image: External link] in various places around the world.
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 Symbols




The gay community is frequently associated with certain symbols; especially the rainbow[image: External link] or rainbow flags. The Greek lambda[image: External link] symbol ("L" for liberation), triangles, ribbons, and gender symbols are also used as "gay acceptance" symbol. There are many types of flags to represent subdivisions in the gay community, but the most commonly recognized one is the rainbow flag. According to Gilbert Baker, creator of the commonly known rainbow flag, each color represents a value in the community:


	pink = sexuality

	red = life

	orange = healing

	yellow = the sun

	green = nature

	blue = art

	indigo = harmony

	violet = spirit

	turquoise = art



Later, pink and indigo were removed from the flag to lead to the present day flag which was first presented at the 1979 Pride Parade. Other flags include the Victory over AIDS[image: External link] flag, Leather Pride flag, and Bear Pride flag.[4]

The lambda symbol was originally adopted by Gay Activists Alliance of New York in 1970 after they broke away from the larger Gay Liberation Front. Lambda was chosen because people might confuse it for a college symbol and not recognize it as a gay community symbol unless one was actually involved in the community. "Back in December of 1974, the lambda was officially declared the international symbol for gay and lesbian rights by the International Gay Rights Congress in Edinburgh, Scotland."[4]

The triangle became a symbol for the gay community after the Holocaust. Not only did it represent Jews, but homosexuals who were killed because of German law. During the Holocaust, homosexuals were labeled with pink triangles to distinguish between them, Jews, regular prisoners, and political prisoners. The black triangle is similarly a symbol for females only to represent lesbian sisterhood.

Gender symbols have a much longer list of variations of homosexual or bisexual relationships which are clearly recognizable but may not be as popularly seen as the other symbols. Other symbols that relate to the gay community or gay pride include the gay-teen suicide awareness ribbon, AIDS awareness ribbon, labrys, and purple rhinoceros.

In the fall of 1995, the Human Rights Campaign adopted a logo (yellow equal sign on deep blue square) that has become one of the most recognizable symbols of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. The logo can be spotted the world over and has become synonymous with the fight for equal rights for LGBT people.
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 Human and legal rights




The LGBT community represented by a social component of the global community that is believed by many, including heterosexual allies, to be underrepresented in the area of civil rights[image: External link]. The current struggle of the gay community has been largely brought about by globalization. In the United States, World War II[image: External link] brought together many closeted rural men from around the nation and exposed them to more progressive attitudes in parts of Europe. Upon returning home after the war, many of these men decided to band together in cities rather than return to their small towns. Fledgling communities would soon become political in the beginning of the gay rights[image: External link] movement, including monumental incidents at places like Stonewall[image: External link]. Today, many large cities have gay and lesbian community centers. Many universities and colleges across the world have support centers for LGBT students. The Human Rights Campaign[image: External link],[5] Lambda Legal[image: External link], the Empowering Spirits Foundation[image: External link],[6] and GLAAD[image: External link][7] advocate for LGBT people on a wide range of issues in the United States. There is also an International Lesbian and Gay Association[image: External link]. In 1947, when the United Kingdom adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights[image: External link] (UDHR), LGBT activists clung to its concept of equal, inalienable rights for all people, regardless of their race, gender, or sexual orientation. The declaration does not specifically mention gay rights, but discusses equality and freedom from discrimination.[8]
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 Same-sex marriage




In parts of the world, partnership rights or marriage[image: External link] have been extended to same-sex couples. Advocates of same-sex marriage cite a range of benefits that are denied to people who cannot marry, including immigration, health care, inheritance and property rights, and other family obligations and protections, as reasons why marriage should be extended to same-sex couples. Opponents of same-sex marriage within the gay community argue that fighting to achieve these benefits by means of extending marriage rights to same-sex couples privatizes benefits (e.g., health care) that should be made available to people regardless of their relationship status. They further argue that the same-sex marriage movement within the gay community discriminates against families that are composed of three or more intimate partners. Opposition to the same-sex marriage movement from within the gay community should not be confused with opposition from outside that community.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Media




The contemporary lesbian and gay community has a growing and complex place in the American & Western European media. The community has been targeted by marketers who view LGBT people as an untapped source of discretionary income[image: External link], as many couples have a dual income with no children. Despite this, lesbians and gay men[image: External link] are still often portrayed negatively in television, films, and other media. The gay community is constantly battling with this negative media and overcoming stereotypes[image: External link]. LGBT-identified people look just like other individuals; however, the media has historically imprinted images upon the LGBT community to make it appear as distinct as a separate race. There is currently a widespread ban of references in child-related entertainment, and when references do occur, they almost invariably generate controversy. In 1997, when American comedian Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link] came out[image: External link] of the closet[image: External link] on her popular sitcom, many sponsors, such as the Wendy's[image: External link] fast food chain, pulled their advertising.[9] Also, a portion of the media has attempted to make the gay community included and publicly accepted with television shows such as Will & Grace[image: External link] or Queer Eye for the Straight Guy[image: External link]. This increased publicity reflects with the Coming out[image: External link] movement of the LGBT community. As more celebrities came out, more shows developed, such as the 2004 show The L Word[image: External link]. In some pop culture, gays are purposely portrayed as overly promiscuous, flashy, or having a bold personality for entertainment's sake. In the United States, gay people are frequently used as a symbol of social decadence[image: External link] by celebrity evangelists and by organizations such as Focus on the Family[image: External link]. Many LGBT organizations exist to represent and defend the gay community. For example, the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation[image: External link] in the United States and Stonewall[image: External link] in the UK work with the media to help portray fair and accurate images of the gay community. In the finale of The Legend of Korra[image: External link], a children's show, which premiered on 19 December 2014, it was shown that Korra[image: External link], the female protagonist, was bisexual, and that she had a girlfriend, Asami Sato[image: External link].[10]

Much of the negative media that surrounds the gay community has to do with pride parades[image: External link] that turn into drag shows[image: External link] or riots[image: External link]. Opposition argues that such degrees of sexuality and nudity in public is not appropriate. News stories have typically identified the opposition to these demonstrations as led by Christian[image: External link] conservatives and not political figures.[11]

As companies are advertising more and more to the gay community, LGBT activists are using ad slogans to promote gay community views. Subaru[image: External link] marketed its Forester and Outback with the slogan "It's Not a Choice. It's the Way We're Built" which was later used in eight U.S. cities on streets or in gay rights events.[12]
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 Buying power




According to Witeck-Combs Communications, Inc.[image: External link] and Marketresearch.com, the 2006 buying power of U.S. gays and lesbians was approximately $660 Billion and was then expected to exceed $835 Billion by 2011.[13] Headlines later stated "'Gay Buying Power' to hit $2 Trillion by 2012".[14] Gay consumers can be very loyal to specific brands, wishing to support companies that support the gay community and also provide equal rights[image: External link] for LGBT workers. In the UK, this buying power is sometimes abbreviated to "the pink pound[image: External link]". More and more Fortune 500[image: External link] companies are embracing LGBT/gay community consumers to include "domestic partner benefits, non-discrimination policies, and financial support for organizations working to promote equality."[14]

According to an article by James Hipps, LGBT Americans are more likely to seek out companies that advertise to them and are willing to pay higher prices for premium products and services. This can be attributed to the median household income compared from same-sex couples to opposite-sex couples. "...studies show that GLBT Americans are twice as likely to have graduated from college, twice as likely to have an individual income over $60,000 and twice as likely to have a household income of $250,000 or more."[15]
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 Consumerism




Although many claim that the LGBT community is more affluent when compared to heterosexual consumers, research has proved that false.[16] However, the LGBT community is still an important segment of consumer demographics because of the spending power and loyalty to brands that they have.[17] Witeck-Combs Communications calculated the adult LGBT buying power at $830 billion for 2013.[16] Same-sex partnered households spend slightly more than the average household on any given shopping trip.[18] But, they also make more shopping trips compared to non-LGBT households.[18] On average, the difference in spending with same-sex partnered households is 25% higher than the average U.S. household.[18] According to the University of Maryland gay male partners earn $10,000 less on average compared to heterosexual men.[16] However, partnered lesbians receive about $7,000 more a year than heterosexual married women.[16] Hence, same-sex partners and heterosexual partners are about equal with respect to consumer affluence.[16]

The LGBT community has been recognized for being one of the largest consumers in travel. Travel includes annual trips, and sometimes even multiple annual trips. Annually, the LGBT community spends around $65 billion on travel, totaling to 10% of the U.S. travel market.[16] Many common travel factors play into LGBT travel decisions, but if there is a destination that is especially tailored to the LGBT community, then they are more likely to travel to those places.[16]
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 Demographics




In a survey conducted in 2012, younger Americans are more likely to identify as LGBT.[18] Statistics continue to decrease with age, as adults between ages 18–29 are three times more likely to identify as LGBT than seniors older than 65.[18] These statistics for the LGBT community are taken into account just as they are with other demographics, in order to find trend patterns for specific products.[16] Consumers who identify as LGBT are more likely to regularly engage in various activities as opposed to those who identify as heterosexual.[16] According to Community Marketing, Inc., 90% of lesbians and 88% of gay men will dine out with friends regularly. And similarly, 31% of lesbians and 50% of gay men will visit a club or a bar.[16]

And at home, the likelihood of LGBT women having children at home as non-LGBT women is equal.[18] However, LGBT men are half as likely when compared with non-LGBT men to have children at home.[18] Household incomes for sixteen percent of LGBT Americans ranges above $90,000 per year, in comparison with 21% of the overall adult population.[18] However, a key difference is that those who identify as LGBT have collectively fewer children in comparison to heterosexual partners.[16] Another factor at hand, is that LGBT populations of color continue to face income barriers along with the rest of the race issues, so they will expectedly earn less and not be as affluent as predicted.[16]

An analysis of a Gallop survey shows detailed estimates that - during the years 2012 through 2014 - the metropolitan area with the highest percentage of LGBT community is San Francisco, CA. The next highest are Portland, OR, and Austin, TX.[19]
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 Marketing




Marketing towards the LGBT community was not always a strategy among advertisers. Over the course of the last three to four decades, Corporate America has created a market niche for the LGBT community. Three distinct phases define the marketing turnover: 1) shunning in the 1980s, 2) curiosity and fear in the 1990s, and 3) pursuit in the 2000s.[20]

Just recently, marketers have picked up the LGBT demographic. With a spike in same-sex marriage in 2014, marketers are figuring out new ways to tie in a person's sexual orientation to a product being sold.[18] In efforts to attract members of the LGBT community to their products, market researchers are developing marketing methods that reach these new families.[18] Advertising history has shown that when marketing to the family, it was always the wife, the husband, and the children.[18] But today, that is not necessarily the case. There could be families of two fathers or two mothers with one child or six children. Breaking away from the traditional family setting, marketing researchers notice the need to recognize these different family configurations.[18]

One area that marketers are subject to fall under is stereotyping the LGBT community. When marketing towards the community, they may corner their target audience into an "alternative" lifestyle category that ultimately "others" the LGBT community.[18] Sensitivity is of importance when marketing towards the community. When marketing towards the LGBT community, advertisers respect the same boundaries.

Marketers also refer to LGBT as a single characteristic that makes an individual.[18] There are other areas that can be targeted along with the LGBT segment such as race, age, culture, and income levels.[18] Having knowledge of the consumer gives these marketers power.

Along with attempts to engage with the LGBT community, researchers have found gender disagreements among products with respective consumers.[20] For instance, a gay male may want a more feminine product, whereas a lesbian female may be interested in a more masculine product. This does not hold true for the entire LGBT community, but the possibilities of these differences are far greater.[20] In the past, gender was seen as fixed, and a congruent representation of an individual's sex. It is understood now that there is fluidity among sex and gender separately. Researchers also noted that when evaluating products, a person's biological sex is as equal of a determinant as his or her own self-concept.[20] As a customer response, when the advertisement is directed towards them, gay men and women are more likely to have interest in the product.[17] This is an important factor and goal for marketers because it indicates future loyalty to the product or brand.[17]
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 Health
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 Discrimination and mental health




In a 2001 study that examined possible root causes of mental disorders[image: External link] in lesbian[image: External link], gay[image: External link] and bisexual[image: External link] people, Cochran and psychologist Vickie M. Mays, of the University of California[image: External link], explored whether ongoing discrimination fuels anxiety[image: External link], depression[image: External link] and other stress-related mental health problems among LGB people.[21] The authors found strong evidence of a relationship between the two.[21] The team compared how 74 LGB and 2,844 heterosexual respondents rated lifetime and daily experiences with discrimination such as not being hired for a job or being denied a bank loan, as well as feelings of perceived discrimination.[21] LGB respondents reported higher rates of perceived discrimination than heterosexuals in every category related to discrimination, the team found.[21] According to the Journal of Addiction and Mental Health, around 600 people between the ages of 10 and 24 die each year from suicide and about 32% of these people are lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LAB) youth. "[22] However, while gay youth are considered to be at higher risk for suicide, a literature review published in the journal Adolescence states, "Being gay in-and-of-itself is not the cause of the increase in suicide." Rather the review notes that the findings of previous studies suggested the,"...suicide attempts were significantly associated with psychosocial stressors, including gender nonconformity, early awareness of being gay, victimization, lack of support, school dropout, family problems, acquaintances' suicide attempts, homelessness, substance abuse, and other psychiatric disorders. Some of these stressors are also experienced by heterosexual adolescents, but they have been shown to be more prevalent among gay adolescents."[23]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 General




LGBT multiculturalism is the diversity within the LGBT ( lesbian[image: External link], gay[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], transgender) community as a representation of different sexual orientations[image: External link], gender identities[image: External link]—as well as different ethnic, language, religious groups within the LGBT community. At the same time as LGBT and multiculturalism relation, we may consider the inclusion of LGBT community into a larger multicultural model, as for example in universities,[24] such multicultural model includes the LGBT community together and equal representation with other large minority groups such as African Americans[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link].

The two movements have much in common politically. Both are concerned with tolerance for real differences, diversity, minority status, and the invalidity of value judgments applied to different ways of life.[25][26]

Researchers have identified the emergence of gay and lesbian communities during several progressive time periods across the world including: the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and modern Westernization.[27] Depending on geographic location, some of these communities experienced more opposition to their existence than others; nonetheless, they began to permeate society both socially and politically.[27]
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 European cities past and present




City spaces in Early Modern Europe were host to a wealth of gay activity; however, these scenes remained semi-secretive for a long period of time.[27] Dating back to the 1500s, city conditions such as apprenticeship labor relations and living arrangements, abundant student and artist activity, and hegemonic norms surrounding female societal status were typical in Venice and Florence, Italy.[27] Under these circumstances, many open minded young people were attracted to these city settings.[27] Consequently, an abundance of same-sex interactions began to take place.[27] Many of the connections formed then often led to the occurrence of casual romantic and sexual relationships, the prevalence of which increased quite rapidly over time until a point at which they became a subculture and community of their own.[27]

Since the 1700s, Paris has been known as a gay capital.[27] Literature and ballroom culture gradually made their way onto the scene and became integrated despite transgressive societal views.[27] Perhaps the most well-known of these are the balls of Magic-City[image: External link]. Amsterdam and London have also been recognized as leading locations for LGBT community establishment.[27] By the 1950s, these urban spaces were booming with gay venues such as bars and public saunas where community members could come together.[27] Paris and London were particularly attracting to the lesbian population as platforms for not only socialization, but education as well.[27] A few other urban occasions that are important to the LGBT community include Carnival in Rio de Jeneiro, Brazil, Mardi Gras[image: External link] in Sydney, Australia, as well as the various other pride parades[image: External link] hosted in bigger cities around the world.[27]
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 Urban spaces in America




In the same way in which LGBTs used the city backdrop to join together socially, they were able to join forces politically as well. This new sense of collectivity provided somewhat of a safety net for individuals when voicing their demands for equal rights.[28] In the United States specifically, several key political events have taken place in urban contexts. Some of these include, but are not limited to:

Independence Hall, Philadelphia - gay and lesbian protest movement in 1965


	Activists led by Barbara Gittings[image: External link] started some of the first picket lines here. These protests continued on and off until 1969.[29]




The Stonewall Inn[image: External link], New York City - birthplace of the modern gay rights movement in 1969


	For the first time, a group of gay men and drag queens fought back against police during a raid on this small bar in Greenwich Village. The place is now a national historic landmark.[29]




Castro Street[image: External link], San Francisco - mecca for LGBTQ folks since the 1970s


	Almost of equal importance as Christopher Street (site of Stonewall Riot) when it comes to historic landmarks, this urban spot was an oasis of hopefulness. Home to the first openly gay elected official Harvey Milk[image: External link] and the legendary Castro Theater, this cityscape remains iconic to the LGBT community.[29]




Cambridge City Hall, Massachusetts - site of the first same-sex marriage in U.S. history in 2004


	In the years following this event, attempts by religious groups in the area to ban it have been stifled and many more states have joined the Commonwealth.[29]




During and following these events, LGBT community subculture began to grow and stabilize into a nationwide phenomenon.[30] Gay bars became more and more popular in large cities.[30] For gays particularly, increasing numbers of cruising areas, public bath houses, and YMCAs in these urban spaces continued to welcome them to experience a more liberated way of living.[30] For lesbians, this led to the formation of literary societies, private social clubs, and same-sex housing.[30] The core of this community-building took place in New York City and San Francisco, but cities like St. Louis, Lafayette Park in WA, and Chicago quickly followed suit.[30]
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 City




Cities afford a host of prime conditions that allow for better individual development as well as collective movement that are not otherwise available in rural spaces.[28] First and foremost, urban landscapes offer LGBTs better prospects to meet other LGBTs and form networks and relationships.[28] One ideal platform within this framework was the free labor market of many capitalistic societies which enticed people to break away from their often damaging traditional nuclear families in order to pursue employment in bigger cities.[30] Making the move to these spaces afforded them new liberty in the realms of sexuality, identity, and also kinship.[28] Some researchers describe this as a phase of resistance against the confining expectations of normativity.[28] Urban LGBTs demonstrated this push back through various outlets including their style of dress, the way they talked and carried themselves, and how they chose to build community.[28] From a social science perspective, the relationship between the city and LGBT community is not a one-way street. LGBTs give back as much, if not more, in terms of economic contributions (i.e. "pink money[image: External link]"), activism and politics too.[27]
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 Concerns




Peter Tatchell[image: External link] has described sharia[image: External link] as "a clerical form of fascism[image: External link]"[31] on the grounds that it opposes democracy and human rights, especially for women and gay people. He was the keynote speaker at a 2005 protest at the Canadian High Commission over Ontario[image: External link]'s arbitration law, which already permitted religious arbitration in civil cases for Jews and Christians, being extended to Muslims. Tatchell argued there should be no separate systems of arbitration for any religion.[32] In 1995, he wrote that "although not all Muslims are anti-gay, significant numbers are violently homophobic[image: External link] Muslim voters may be able to influence the outcome of elections in 20 or more marginal constituencies."[33]

On June 12, 2016, an attacker named Omar Mateen[image: External link] killed 49 gay people at an Orlando night club, resulting in the deadliest massacre in the United States[image: External link] and one of the worst terrorist attacks.[34]
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Rape culture is a setting in which rape is pervasive and normalized[image: External link] due to societal attitudes about gender[image: External link] and sexuality[image: External link].[1][2] There is disagreement over what defines rape culture and as to whether any societies currently meet the criteria for a rape culture.

Behaviors commonly associated with rape culture include victim blaming[image: External link], sexual objectification[image: External link], trivializing rape, denial[image: External link] of widespread rape, refusing to acknowledge the harm caused by some forms of sexual violence, or some combination of these.[3] The notion of rape culture has been used to describe and explain behavior within social groups, including prison rape[image: External link], and in conflict areas where war rape[image: External link] is used as psychological warfare[image: External link]. Entire societies have been alleged to be rape cultures.[4][5][6][7][8]
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 Historical background




Historically, women have been considered second-class citizens[image: External link] who were not thought to deserve the same rights as their male counterparts. Rather, women were seen as property belonging to men from the moment they were born. Up until marriage, they were considered property of their father until eventually were "sold" to their husbands. A rape done to a woman was not seen as an attack on the victim but a personal attack on her father or husband and she was considered "irreparably damaged."[9]

As early as the 19th century, American women were criticized if they "stray[ed] out of a [dependent] position...fought off [an] attacker...[or] behaved in too self reliant a manner..." in which case "the term rape no longer applied...".[10] Similar to rape myths[image: External link] and double standards[image: External link] applied to women today, description of rape in the 1800s depicted women who needed to behave or else face the inevitable consequences.

In the 1930s rape was considered a sex crime[image: External link] that was always committed by men and always done to women. From 1935-1965, a shift from labeling rapists as criminals to believing them to be mentally ill "sexual psychopaths" began making its way into popular opinion. Men caught for committing rape were no longer sentenced to prison but admitted to mental health hospitals where they would be given medication for their illness.[11] Because only "insane" men were the ones committing acts of rape, no one considered the everyday person to be capable of such violence.

Transitions in women's roles in society were also shifting, causing alarm and blame towards rape victims. Because women were becoming more involved in the public (i.e. searching for jobs rather than being a housewife) many people believed that these women were "loose" and looking for trouble. Giving up the gender roles[image: External link] of mother and wife was seen as defiant against traditional values while immersing themselves within society created the excuse that women would "not [be] entitled to protection under the traditional guidelines for male-female relationships."[11]

As rape was more commonly studied, research in different fields hypothesized why rape was such a common phenomenon. According to Susan Brownmiller[image: External link], evolutionary biologists claimed that this was how men had evolved over time which perpetuated the stereotype and excuse "men will be men." From a biological desire, neo-Darwinists[image: External link] theorized rape was used as a mechanism to spread genes quickly and efficiently. By having multiple partners in a short amount of time, the desire for sex was engulfed by the need to strategically reproduce but with little to no risk of parental involvement.[12]
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 Origins and usage




The term "rape culture" was first coined in the 1970s in the United States by second-wave feminists[image: External link], and was applied to contemporary American culture as a whole.[13] During the 1970s, second-wave feminists had begun to engage in consciousness-raising[image: External link] efforts designed to educate the public about the prevalence of rape. Previously, according to Canadian psychology professor Alexandra Rutherford[image: External link], most Americans assumed that rape, incest, and wife-beating rarely happened.[14] The concept of rape culture posited that rape was common and normal in American culture, and that it was one extreme manifestation of pervasive societal misogyny and sexism. Rape was defined as a crime of violence rather than a crime of sex as it had been before and the focus of rape shifted from desire for sexual pleasure to one of male domination, intimidation and a sense of control over gender norms.[11][12][15] Rape also started to be reexamined through the eyes of the victims rather than the perpetrators.[11]

The first published use of the term appears to have been in 1974 in Rape: The First Sourcebook for Women[image: External link], edited by Noreen Connell[image: External link] and Cassandra Wilson for the New York Radical Feminists[image: External link].[16] In the book, the group stated that "our ultimate goal is to eliminate rape and that goal cannot be achieved without a revolutionary transformation of our society."[17] This book, along with Susan Brownmiller[image: External link]'s 1975 Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape[image: External link], was among the earliest to include first-person accounts of rape. Their authors intended to demonstrate that rape was a much more common crime than previously believed.[18] In the book, Brownmiller comments upon the idea that women never spoke about rape because women would never want to be open about a "crime against their physical integrity" which explained the general public's ignorance over how often rape was occurring and to whom.[12] Brownmiller, a member of the New York Radical Feminists, argued that both academia and the general public ignored the incidents of rape.[19] She helped spark psychologists to begin observing and studying what sparked this "rape supportive culture."[11] Her book, Against Our Will, is considered a landmark work on feminism[image: External link] and sexual violence, and it is one of the pillars of modern rape studies.[20][21]

Sociology professor Joyce E. Williams traces the origin and first usage of the term "rape culture"[22] to the 1975 documentary film Rape Culture[image: External link], produced and directed by Margaret Lazarus[image: External link] and Renner Wunderlich[image: External link] for Cambridge Documentary Films[image: External link]. She said that the film "takes credit for first defining the concept."[22] The film discussed rape of both men and women in the context of a larger cultural normalization of rape.[23][24] The film featured the work of the DC Rape Crisis Center in co-operation with Prisoners Against Rape, Inc.[25] It included interviews with rapists and victims, as well as with prominent anti-rape activists such as feminist philosopher and theologian Mary Daly[image: External link] and author and artist Emily Culpepper. The film explored how mass media and popular culture have perpetuated attitudes towards rape.[24]

In a 1992 Journal of Social Issues[image: External link] paper entitled "A Feminist Redefinition of Rape and Sexual Assault: Historical Foundations and Change," Patricia Donat and John D'Emilio suggested that the term originated as "rape-supportive culture" in Brownmiller's Against Our Will.[26] By the mid-1970s, the phrase began to be used more widely in multiple forms of media.
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Michael Parenti[image: External link] believes that rape culture manifests through the acceptance of rapes as an everyday occurrence, and even a male prerogative. It can be exacerbated by police apathy in handling rape cases, as well as victim blaming[image: External link], reluctance by authorities to go against patriarchial[image: External link] cultural norms, as well as fears of stigmatization[image: External link] suffered by rape victims and their families.[27] Other sociologists posit that rape culture links non-consensual sex to the cultural fabric of a society, where patriarchial worldviews, laced with misogyny and gender inequality, are passed from generation to generation, leading to widespread social and institutional acceptance of rape.

Rape culture perpetuates particular rape myths that are codified into law. Feminists and gender activists conceptualize rape cultures that encourage gender violence, as well as perpetuate "rape myths", ranging from treating rape as merely "rough sex", to blaming the victim for inviting rape. Such "rape myths" are social messages that command women to assume predefined gender roles concerning sexual behavior.[28] A 2015 meta-analysis found that overall men perceived rape victims more negatively than women did and this sex difference was moderated by the acceptance of rape myths.[29]

One explanation for the commonality of these myths is that only certain "bad" or "misbehaved" women are raped. This creates a category of women separated from the general population which encourages an "otherness" and reduces the idea that anyone is vulnerable to being raped.[9][30] Another reason for the acceptance of rape culture is the "just-world" hypothesis[image: External link] which claims that what happens to an individual in life is inherently tied to his or her actions and thus seen as justly deserved. People who believe in this theory would also be more likely to believe women who are raped deserved it in some way. Finally, rape can be attributed to ways women were treated historically, as a factor used to oppress and create control over women.[9]

Brownmiller, in Against Our Will, discusses three important ideas that helped bring awareness and attention to some clearly defined rape myths of the early to mid 20th century. First, any woman can be a rape victim regardless of age, size, shape, ethnicity, or status. Second, any man can be a rapist, not just "evil" or "mentally ill" men as thought in previous decades. Finally is that rape can occur in many different forms besides the classic case of a violent, forceful rape done by a stranger.[12][15]

The idea any women could be raped was a new proposition that called attention to the notion of victim blaming. Now that rape could affect anyone, there would not be a proper way for men and women to avoid it. Some rape myths that were widely accepted on the basis of what kind of women would be raped were ideas that the victim was always "young, careless [and] beautiful" or they are "loose" women who "invite rape" by provoking men."[31][32] Although Brownmiller's idea about victim blaming was supposed to expose rape myths thus eradicating victim-blaming, blaming the victim in rape circumstances is still a common practice.

Rape culture can manifest when third parties separate the sexual violence of select individuals and cast them off as deviant perverts rather than acknowledging that anyone can be capable of rape. As believed in the 1960's and still sometimes today, rapists were seen as mentally ill or deviants in society.[11] Highly influential scholars and feminists, such as J. Ann Tickner[image: External link], have stressed the importance of understanding that because individuals are a part of broader society, they cannot be explained apart from society. By focusing only on deviant individuals who commit sexual violence, researchers and observers can overlook or forget that society influences and reinforces the mindset of such individuals.[33]

As related to Brownmiller's final point about different forms of rape, a common non-believed "rape myth" was the idea of spousal rape or partner rape. Rape myths had suppressed the incidence of such events now known as "intimate partner rape"[34] or "marital rape[image: External link]"; at one time, the view was that women could never claim to be raped by a spouse. Rape cases in which both parties previously knew one another has been coined "acquaintance rape[image: External link]", a term first coined by Robin Warshaw in 1988, and subsequently used by prominent academics such as Mary P. Koss.[35]

In addition, rape culture can manifest when third parties separate the sexual violence of select individuals and cast them off as deviant perverts. Highly influential scholars and feminists, such as J. Ann Tickner, have stressed the importance of understanding that because individuals are a part of broader society, they cannot be explained apart from society. By focusing only on deviant individuals who commit sexual violence, researchers and observers can overlook or forget that society influences and reinforces the mindset of such individuals.[33]

Chris O'Sullivan teaches that acts of sexism[image: External link] are commonly employed to validate and rationalize[image: External link] normative misogynistic[image: External link] practices. For instance, sexist jokes may be told to foster disrespect for women and an accompanying disregard for their well-being, or a rape victim might be blamed for being raped because of how she dressed or acted. O'Sullivan examines rape culture and fraternities, identifying the socialization and social roles that contribute to sexual aggression, and looks at "frat life" and brotherhood ideals of competition and camaraderie. In these groups, sex is viewed by young men as a tool of gaining acceptance and bonding with fellow "brothers", as they engage in contests over sex with women.[36] In O'Sullivan's article, sexualized violence towards women is regarded as part of a continuum in a society that regards women's bodies as sexually available by default.[37]

To some, the root cause of rape culture is the "domination and objectification of women".[38] However, academic theory holds that rape culture does not necessarily have a single cause, and causes may be localized based on other social aspects of culture. Rape culture is a fluid and always-changing entity that is socially produced and socially legitimated, so throughout time and place its definitions will change. Reasoning about rape and rape culture is also influenced by gender and heterosexuality norms, and therefore is also changing through time and place.[39][40] For example, in South Africa the overriding "war culture", which emphasized masculinity and violence, led to a culture in which rape was normalized[image: External link].[38][41] A University of California Davis[image: External link] public document alleged that major causes of rape were the enforcement of women having to follow social rules and the conditioning of gender roles.[42] Others say in a rape culture women are conditioned to assume responsibility for male sexuality, and gender roles are socially constructed and enforced on women through fear.[43]

Since the late 20th century, researchers and activists have repeatedly returned to the issue of rape culture on university campuses, especially in the United States, Canada, and the U.K. Rape culture is easier to pinpoint and identify on campuses, as opposed to studying general society, because they are public institutions where many young people live, work, and study. In a study of date rape[image: External link], gender-based miscommunications were held to be a major factor supporting a campus rape[image: External link] culture.[44] The general unwillingness of police and district attorneys to prosecute rapes when force was not involved, or when the victim had some sort of relationship with the aggressor, is also cited as encouraging date rape and campus rape.[40] Often, victims are dissuaded from reporting sexual assaults because of university and college ambivalent reactions to rape reports and desire to suppress bad news. Victims may not want to risk stigmatization and scrutiny in their lives, especially in campus society.[45] Victim-hood is a social creation, and is associated with stigma. Definitions of what counts as "rape" and who is treated as a "genuine victim" are constructed in discourse and practices that reflect the social, political, and cultural conditions of society. For instance, rape victims may not be considered as such if it appears they did not struggle or put up a fight. Their emotional responses are observed and reported during investigations to aid in deciding if the victim is lying or not.[46] In addition, college administration officials have sometimes questioned accounts of victims, further complicating documentation and policing of student assaults, despite such preventive legislation as the Clery Act[image: External link], which requires colleges to report on crimes.[47][48]

Rape culture is closely related to slut-shaming[image: External link] and victim blaming[image: External link], in which rape victims are considered at fault for being raped. Scholars argue that this connection is made due to a culture that shames all female sexuality that is not for the purpose of reproduction in a hetero-normative married household.[40] That some victims do not report rapes to the police due to fear of not being believed is often cited as a symptom of a rape culture.[40][49] 6% of women who did not report rape said it was because of fear of not being believed by police.[50]

Victim blaming is part of a phenomenon known as 'Rape Myth Acceptance,' a term coined by researcher Martha Burt in the 1980s. It is defined as prejudicial, stereotyped or false beliefs about rape, rape victims, and rapists which can range from trivializing rape, denial[image: External link] of widespread rape, labeling an accuser as a liar, stating that most rape accusations are false, refusing to acknowledge the harm caused by some forms of sexual violence, or accepting that the victim "deserved it" because she was defined as a slut.[51] Another cause of victim blaming has been the vague understanding of what constitutes as rape in the scenario of a victim wanting to have sex with the perpetrator. If a victim wants to have sex but refuses to consent to sex and the perpetrator continues, the situation would be considered rape; however, it becomes easier for others to blame the victim for the situation because he or she did "want to have sex".[52]

Pornography has been commonly targeted as a contributor to rape culture because of adding to larger patterns of oppression. Feminists frequently link rape culture to the widespread distribution of pornography, which is seen as an expression of a culture that objectifies women, reducing the female body to a commodity.[53] Accounts of rapists often feature fusion of several pornographic motifs.[54]

Rape culture can be perpetuated via language used in everyday conversations, as well as through overt violence. The frequency of rape jokes on the internet has been cited as an example of the belittling of rape that characterizes rape culture.[55] Prison rape[image: External link] is a topic about which jokes are abundant. Linda McFarlane, director of Just Detention International[image: External link], states "Humor is part of the cultural attitude that (prison) is the one place where rape is okay."[56]
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Countries that have been described as having "rape cultures" include, but are not limited to, Australia[57] Canada,[58] Pakistan,[59] South Africa,[60] the United Kingdom,[61] and the United States.[62]

In September 2015, a study done by the American Association of Universities[image: External link], consisting a response size of 80,000 students, found that 26 percent of women reported forced sexual contact on college campuses while 7 percent reported full penetrative rape. 7 percent of men reported forced sexual contact on college campuses while 2 percent reported full penetrative rape.[63]

A study found that 9% and 15% of 483 women asked at a single university reported experiencing either attempted or completed forcible or incapacitated rape, respectively, during their first year of college. During their lifetimes, 22% and 26% had experienced either attempted or completed forcible or incapacitated rape, respectively.[64]

According to the US Bureau of Justice Statistics, it is believed that only 15.8 to 35% of all rapes are ever reported to the police in the United States.[65]
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Rape culture has been described as detrimental to both women and men. Some writers and speakers, such as Jackson Katz[image: External link], Michael Kimmel[image: External link], and Don McPherson[image: External link], have said that it is intrinsically linked to gender roles[image: External link] that limit male self-expression and cause psychological harm to men.[66]

According to political scientist Iris Marion Young[image: External link], victims in rape cultures live in fear of random acts of oppressive sexual violence that are intended to damage or humiliate the victim.[67] Others link rape culture to modernisation and industrialisation, arguing that pre-industrial societies tend to be "rape free" cultures, since the lower status of women in these societies give them some immunity from sexual violence. In industrial rape cultures, women emerge from their homebound roles and become visible in the workplace and other areas traditionally dominated by men, increasing male insecurities that result in their using rape to suppress women.[54][68] Others also link rape culture to environmental insecurities, where men objectify women as part of their struggle to control their immediate environment. It is also linked to gender segregation, and the belief that rape proves masculinity.[69] Other manifestations of rape culture include denial[image: External link] of widespread rape,[70] institutional apathy toward the problem of rape,[71] minimization of rape cases by government officials,[70][71][72] and excusing rapists as social anomalies.[70][71]

One concern is that the rape culture in the United States can influence juror decision-making in sexual assault trials. The result is that men who have committed sexual assault crimes may receive little to no punishment, which serves to strengthen the rape culture in the American judicial system and American society as a whole.[73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Effects on women




According to Ann Burnett, the concept of rape culture explains how society perceives and behaves towards rape victims and rape perpetrators.[31][74] For example, a number of rape myths that are held are "no means yes", women can resist rape if they really wanted to, women who are raped are promiscuous therefore "asking to be raped" and many women falsely report rape to protect their own reputations or because they are angry at the "perpetrator" and want to create a type of backlash.[9][12][15][31][74] A theory for why rape myths are so common in society is because they are perpetuated by norms already present in society. Researchers claim that communication and language is created by the dominant patriarchy. In positions of power, men control how women are portrayed in the media, women's censorship of body and voice, etc. which forces women to submit to the gender stereotypes formed by the dominant culture. The dominance of the male language in society creates the concept of a "slutty woman" and forces women to begin to monitor their behavior in fear of how they will be perceived within the rape culture.[74]

One effect rape culture has on women is their lack of understanding or a feeling of ambiguity surrounding the idea of consent and rape. Burnett's study followed college women's experiences of rape revealing that many students could not define what the term rape really meant, did not believe consent had to be verbal and felt sexual consent was always vague and hard to pinpoint.[11][74] Along with this was people viewing women who had "allegedly been raped" were "asking for it" because of how they were dressed or their flirtatious behavior.[30][31][32][74] Women in the study also assumed that men expected sex in exchange for drinks or dinner bought earlier for the woman.[74] Because of their lack of awareness of what rape was and because of how they were acting/what they were wearing, women believed they had in some way provoked the rape to happen.[31][32][74] Some women also did not report the rape if it did not fit the stereotypical version of rape, physically injury and force committed by a stranger. When raped by someone the individual knew, women felt less inclined to label the assault as rape.[12][15][74][75] They could not, therefore, report the incident or rape because they were either confused about what had happened or believed it to be their own fault.[30][74]

After a rape has already occurred or after the victim acknowledged that she has been raped, women still did not report the incident because they felt it would ultimately hurt or punish them. Some reasons that women did not report their rape is because they did not want to bring attention to themselves, psychologically, they did not want to have to remember what had happened to them, and they did not want people to find out and gain a negative reputation.[11][74] Because of the existing rape myths mentioned above, women knew that reporting rape could potentially make them out to be a "slut" or "easy" and garnish a reputation that would affect how others perceived them.[11][76] Many women noted that they felt that they could not even admit the rape to friends and family they trusted most because they were so afraid of the repercussions.[30] Women felt that they would not be supported, would have their validity questioned or be blamed for the incidents that happened. As a result, rape can lessen women's trust in others make them feel isolated.[74]

Another effect rape culture has on young women is a victim's self reflection. After a rape, women reported feeling dirty, thought of themselves as slutty, and believed that they had "used or damaged goods." Women felt ashamed of themselves for what had happened and felt that they no longer fit the ideal "pure and virginal" stereotype that men want.[76] Women's belief that they were somehow rotten and their feelings that no one would want to be with them after the rape created feelings of depression and anxiety amongst victims.[74]

If women do choose to share their rape with others, many still remain under scrutiny unless it is proven that they are telling the truth.[11][31][74] Men belonging to the college study reported that they felt the rape was validated if the woman had taken the accusation to court and then won. Only then was the rape taken seriously by men. Men were also more likely to victim blame than women for the rape, especially if the case was not reported. Women who chose not to tell or chose to tell only people who were close to her were often deemed liars or exaggerators when others found out about the rape.[32] Because no legal action was attempted, onlookers often believed that the rape was "not a big deal" or "must not have happened."[30][74] Without some kind of validation from a person in authority, rape, according to college students in the study, was believed to not be as prominent or affect as many women as was the reality.
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The term used to define what men undergo in a rape culture is "toxic masculinity". This is a gender stereotype burdening the men in society, depicting men as sexually driven, violent beings.[77]

A consequence of toxic masculinity is that most male rape victims would not come forward to the police or in a survey, out of feelings of shame. The male gender stereotype suggests that men should be tough enough to avoid rape, if raped by a man, or sexually driven enough to enjoy it, if raped by a woman. Men were less likely to report rape because they felt reporting it would undermine their masculinity. This was related to characteristics of submissiveness and weakness attributed to rape victims, opposite of gender stereotypes pertaining to men which focus on dominance and aggressiveness.[11][78][79] Like female victims, male victims also fear the stigmatization associated with rape. When they do report, they are often met with disbelief, dismissiveness or blame from police and other services.[79][80] In response to this, men are less likely than women to reveal the nature of the assault having been sexual or fail to mention any genital contact. They are also more likely to deny and hide how the attack affected them emotionally.[81] Male rape victims, in proportion to female victims, are more likely to be blamed for the incident because they are thought to be more capable of fighting back or getting away from their attacker.[79] Victims are also more likely to blame themselves for these same reasons.[80]

A study done by Michelle Davies and Samantha McCartney discusses why men are often blamed or stigmatized for their rape. They found that heterosexual men were more likely to blame the victim, show less empathy for the victim, deny or diminish the seriousness of the attack, and were more likely to belief rape myths than heterosexual women and homosexual men.[79] One reason for this is the societal pressure placed on men to be strong, tough, and assertive rather than passive, gentle and "feminine" as mentioned earlier.[11][78][79] Another cause for negative reaction toward male rape victims is linked to homophobia. Davies and McCartney and previous research has found a correlation between male victim blame and homophobia, since male rape involving a male rapist is (nonconsensual) sex between two men. The study also revealed that heterosexual men were more likely to be against the victim if the victim was perceived to be homosexual rather than heterosexual.[79] Homosexual men, similar to heterosexual women, were made to feel like they had "asked for it" based on their behavior.[80]

Men are more likely to believe myths about rape, dismiss the situation, or become assailants themselves because of the emphasis of what it means to be masculine in society.[11][30][78][79] Dianne Herman found that date rape was most likely to occur when a man had requested or initiated the date, the man paid for the date, the man drove, when drinking took place and when the couple found themselves alone. Because of the effort put into the date, men often felt entitled to some payment in the form of sexual gratification. When this did not happen, men felt it was more acceptable to rape. Herman claims that the American dating system emphasizes men as possessors of females, who can be seen as sexual objects ready to be "paid for."[30]

To dismantle rape culture would require the undoing of more than just the normalization and tolerance of sexual assault and rape. It would require addressing gender stereotypes in a patriarchal (male-dominated) society and relieving both genders from their pressures.[82] In a patriarchal society, men are expected to be dominant: strong, violent, sexual, and controlling. Women are expected to be submissive: weak, passive, decorative, and controllable. Men are socialized to believe they need to prove their masculinity by taking this control and dominating women. This is not only enforced by expectations of men to be dominant but also society's discouragement of men showing any emotions, vulnerability, or sensitivity.[30][78][79] Emma Watson[image: External link], the UN Goodwill Ambassador for Women, said at the launch of HeForShe[image: External link] that enabling women to take control and be strong will allow men to relieve themselves of that responsibility, imposed on them by the toxic masculinity in a rape culture.[83]

This expectation is often traced back to cultural values of masculinity.[84] In the United States, for example, traditional concepts of masculinity are valued in men, considered to be based in the western frontier culture, as in America's ideal cowboy who uses violence and a tough persona to achieve respect. Jason Katz explores this concept in the widely acclaimed documentary "Tough Guise 2."[85] It analyzes the factors contributing to and the effects of gender violence. Part of American culture teaches boys that in order to be men, they must conform to this "box of masculinity," which perpetuates mantras[image: External link] such as: be tough, don't be emotional, don't be disrespected, be sexually aggressive, or take a hit. If a boy steps out of this box, especially in the tender years of puberty, he is shamed by peers as soft or weak, which teaches him that being feminine is wrong.[30]

Filmmaker Thomas Keith explained his thoughts on this with the his film The Bro Code: How Contemporary Culture Creates Sexist Men[image: External link]. Keith focuses on the sexual objectification of women that has occurred in America for decades. He states the American male culture teaches boys and men to dehumanize and disrespect women. Keith addresses several different forms of contemporary media, mainly focusing on movies and music videos that show womanizing as positive and acceptable behavior, pornography that glamorizes the brutalization of women, comedians who make jokes about rape and other forms of sexual assault, and a plethora of men's magazines, books, TV shows that portray their own archaic view of American masculinity and manhood. Keith posits that men's level of violence towards women has reached epidemic levels, and the media coverage and advertising suggest that it is not only normal, but it's cool, for boys and men to control and humiliate women.[86]
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Victim blaming[image: External link] is the phenomenon in which a victim of a crime is partially or entirely attributed as responsible for the transgressions committed against them.[87] For instance, a victim of a crime (in this case rape or sexual assault), is asked questions by the police, in an emergency room, or in a court room, that suggest that the victim was doing something, acting a certain way, or wearing clothes that may have provoked the perpetrator, therefore making the transgressions against the victim her or his own fault.[88][89]

Victim blaming may also occur among a victim's peers, and college students have reported being ostracized if they report a rape against them, particularly if the alleged perpetrator is a popular figure or noted athlete.[90][91] Also, while there is generally not much general discussion of rape facilitated in the home, schools, or government agencies, such conversations may perpetuate rape culture by focusing on techniques of "how not to be raped" (as if it were provoked), vs "how not to rape."[92][93] This is problematic due to the stigma created and transgressed against the already victimized individuals rather than stigmatizing the aggressive actions of rape and the rapists.[93] It is also commonly viewed that prisoners in prison deserve to be raped and is a reasonable form of punishment for the crimes they committed.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Slut shaming[image: External link] is a variant on victim blaming, to do with the shaming of sexual behaviour. It describes the way people are made to feel guilty or inferior for certain sexual behaviors or desires that deviate from traditional or orthodox gender expectations.[citation needed[image: External link]] A study of college women from sociologists at the University of Michigan and the University of California found that slut-shaming had more to do with a woman's social class than it did with their activity.[94] The SlutWalk[image: External link] movement aims to challenge victim blaming, slut shaming and rape culture.[95]
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SlutWalk[image: External link] is a feminist organization that formed in response to a public statement made by Toronto police officer Michael Sanguinetti on January 24, 2011.[96] While addressing the issue of campus rape[image: External link] at a York University[image: External link] safety forum, Sanguinetti said that "women should avoid dressing like sluts in order not to be victimized."[97]

The SlutWalk and Besharmi Morcha[image: External link] movements are credited with popularizing the term via mass media reports about the protesters in the English-speaking Western media.[98] The rallies aim to raise awareness of rape culture—which they define as a culture in which "sexual violence is both made to be invisible and inevitable"—and to end slut-shaming[image: External link] and victim blaming.[41][99] One primary goal of this organization is to deconstruct the stigma that often comes with being a victim of rape or sexual-assault. Cities that have hosted SlutWalks in the United States include Seattle, Boston, Chicago, Spokane, Austin, and Philadelphia.[citation needed[image: External link]] The SlutWalk of Philadelphia was rebranded as The March to End Rape Culture. The idea behind the name change is so the walk can be more inclusive and promotes more diversity in its participants, volunteers, and sponsors.[100] The original SlutWalk took place in the city of Toronto, Ontario.[96]
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 Around the world




While research about rape culture has been mostly conducted in Westernized countries, particularly the United States, there are a number of other countries that are considered to be, by the rest of the world, "rape supportive" societies. These places have similarities to Western countries in terms of beliefs and gender stereotyping, but there are some significant differences that explain the high rate of rape and sexual assault in these less developed parts of the world.
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 In South Africa




In a study conducted by Rachel Jewkes[image: External link], Yandina Sikweyiya, Robert Morrell and Kristin Dunkle, men from the three districts in the Eastern Cape[image: External link] and KwaZulu-Natal[image: External link] provinces of South Africa were surveyed about rape. The prevalence among the men was high; about 1 in 4 men had raped another person, mostly young women.[101]

Men said they had committed rape for a number of different reasons. Many raped women and young girls for "fun" or out of boredom. Gang rapes were also quite common amongst the men, about 1 in 5 men had participated in one, which reflected the society's belief that it was common and "what boys do." Drinking and peer pressure were also common reasons for raping. A majority claimed they had raped because they were punishing the women, either acquaintances or girlfriends, for having made them angry. Sub-areas and communities saw rape as a legitimate punishment for women and reasonable under certain circumstances.[101][102] Some men also had sex with very young women or virgins in order to "cleanse themselves of diseases."[103] Young women were often targeted because they were virgins and because the men believed they were easy to overpower and would not report it. Men were not afraid of repercussions.[102]
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