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            For those two fine piscators

Sutcliffe and Peachey

         

      

   


   
      
          

         The author would like to thank Philip Parkinson at Sportfish UK for his help with the knot-tying tools, connectors, and other accessories.

      

   


   
      
         

             FOREWORD

         

         A blur of hands, a perfunctory tug, a fly speeding toward its target, an underwater ‘ping’. A fish lost through knot failure.

         How many times has it happened to you? Isn’t it strange that, given the thousands of words on baits, fly patterns, tackle, techniques, and the fish themselves, that the vital link between us and the quarry – the not-so-humble knot – is probably the least written about or explored area in our pursuit. When you think about it, it’s crazy.

         That’s why anyone interested in catching (as opposed losing) fish should read this book. A good sound knot is every bit as important as the line or lure you select. Knowing which knot to tie in certain circumstances can lead to epic catches. Then there is the importance of knowing which link will hinge or stay static; one or the other may just make the difference that day. So remember, whether you are tangling with a ton-up tarpon or tricking a little brown trout, the knot matters. This book will show you the right one – and how to tie it properly.
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             INTRODUCTION

         

         The tackle of today’s fisherman is usually made up of several high-tech components, and typically, the only elements the fisherman provides are the knots. The knots are a vital link in the system: a faulty or incorrectly tied knot will instantly become the ‘weak link’ – and it is always the weak link that snaps first. This demonstrates how important knots are to the fisherman.

         Knots have always played an important part in the development of angling, and through this process many knots and their variations have emerged. This book illustrates and describes twenty-four of these knots that have stood the test of time and become proven favourites.

         For some people, especially those whose fingers are not as nimble as they used to be or whose eyesight is no longer perfect, tying knots can be a difficult task. This difficulty can be further increased if you are trying to tie knots on a cold riverbank in half light with a gale-force wind blowing. So this book also illustrates and describes a selection of knot-tying tools and other line connectors, all designed to help you maximise your tackle performance and eliminate the possibility of a weak link.

         

         

         HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


         The step-by-step illustrations that accompany the descriptions of the knots are intended to be self-explanatory, with captions provided where necessary to convey additional information.

         The illustrations are precise, so follow them exactly – reversing or changing the order could result in a defective knot. The number of turns recommended for certain knots are only recommendations. Different lines of different quality may require slight variations.
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