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    At its heart, The Daffodil Mystery explores how ambition, desire, and the brittle veneer of respectability collide in a modern city, where a single, startling death marked by the quiet presence of a flower ripples across social strata, unsettles comfortable certainties, and forces investigators and onlookers alike to confront the gap between what people seem to be and what they might actually do when reputation, livelihood, and love are at stake.

A work of British crime fiction by Edgar Wallace, one of the early twentieth century’s most prolific authors, The Daffodil Mystery belongs to the fast-evolving tradition that would soon be known as the Golden Age of detective writing. First published in the early 1920s and set largely in London, it operates within a bustling urban world of offices, shops, and public spaces, where commerce and class intersect with danger. Wallace’s familiarity with the rhythms of city life gives the story an immediacy that complements its investigative focus, anchoring its mystery in recognizably modern concerns about status, mobility, and the pressures of public scrutiny.

The premise is stark and immediate: a prominent figure is discovered dead under enigmatic circumstances, and the most obvious suspect appears to be someone with far less power, tenuously linked to the victim by profession and proximity. From that arresting opening, the novel follows a determined inquiry that threads through boardrooms and backstreets, private parlors and a London park, tracing how suspicion hardens into rumor and how rumor threatens to eclipse truth. Without lingering on forensic minutiae, Wallace builds momentum from the clash of personalities, the friction of unequal relationships, and the incremental disclosures that suggest a motive more complicated than greed alone.

Readers encounter a swift, propulsive narrative voice that moves efficiently from scene to scene, favoring crisp exchanges and pointed incidents over lengthy reflection. Wallace’s chapters tend to end on moments that raise fresh questions, a technique that keeps the investigation taut while allowing misdirection and surprise to flourish. The result is a hybrid of puzzle and thriller: clues surface and recombine, but the emotional stakes—pride, fear, loyalty, resentment—are never far from view. The mood is atmospheric without being heavy, a blend of urban realism and heightened tension that invites the reader to test each new revelation against an ever-shifting ledger of motives.

Beneath its suspense, the novel asks what justice requires when the parties involved do not meet on equal footing. It probes the ethics of power in workplaces and social circles, the ease with which influence can color perception, and the peril faced by those who challenge or disappoint the powerful. The titular flower functions as an emblem of contrast—beauty set against violence, delicacy beside calculation—suggesting how surface grace can mask coercion or vulnerability. Wallace also examines the reputational economy of the city: how gossip circulates, how the press of appearances shapes behavior, and how swiftly narratives can harden into verdicts.

These issues grant The Daffodil Mystery a continuing relevance for contemporary readers. Its portrait of unequal authority and the risks borne by those with fewer protections feels current, as do its questions about who gets believed and why. The book’s city is one of glass storefronts and crowded streets, but its anxieties—about social mobility, personal safety, and the moral costs of success—resonate in any era of intense competition. Readers attuned to power dynamics, workplace tensions, and the politics of reputation will find that Wallace’s brisk storytelling illuminates enduring dilemmas without sacrificing momentum or the pleasures of deduction.

Approached today, the novel offers more than a whodunit: it is an invitation to inhabit a fast-moving, modern metropolis where every conversation might be a negotiation and every gesture might hide a strategy. Wallace’s craftsmanship rewards attention to tone and detail, yet the story remains accessible, its energy carrying the reader from the shock of discovery to the steady rhythm of pursuit. For those drawn to crime fiction that balances intrigue with insight, The Daffodil Mystery promises a vivid, suspenseful experience—one that holds back its secrets while encouraging reflection on the motives, pressures, and fragile loyalties that shape human conduct.
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    The Daffodil Mystery opens in London when wealthy store owner Thornton Lyne is found dead in Hyde Park under puzzling circumstances. A spray of daffodils placed upon the body immediately suggests a deliberate signature, turning a simple shooting into a cryptic challenge. The discovery draws public attention and police scrutiny, as Lyne’s prominence ensures swift, high-stakes inquiry. Early facts are scant: the time of death, the unusual floral clue, and hints of a meeting gone wrong. This stark beginning establishes the novel’s central tension, balancing procedural investigation with the eerie symbolism of the daffodil motif that threads through the unfolding case.

Before the murder, Lyne’s private life has grown contentious. He is infatuated with Odette Rider, a capable employee at Lyne’s Stores, and uses his position to pressure her. When discrepancies in the firm’s accounts surface, Odette becomes entangled, facing accusations that jeopardize her livelihood. Lyne’s advances and threats escalate, culminating in a planned rendezvous in the park. Their fraught relationship, marked by impropriety and coercion, provides motive and opportunity in the eyes of authorities. The daffodils, linked to Lyne’s tastes and gestures, complicate matters, blurring whether the crime springs from passion, revenge, or a scheme designed to disguise a different offense.

Enter Jack Tarling, a former investigator with Far Eastern experience who has recently established a private practice in London. Known for methodical work and calm judgment, he is drawn into the case alongside the regular police. Tarling’s assistant, Ling Chu, offers watchful support and precise observation. Tarling interviews Odette and key witnesses, testing statements against the sparse physical clues. He resists accepting easy answers, weighing the possibility that the park was merely the stage for a carefully arranged scene. The daffodils, more emblem than accident, prompt him to consider how presentation and timing might have been manipulated to mislead both the public and the law.

Attention turns to Lyne’s Stores, where bookkeeping irregularities suggest deeper misconduct. The firm’s manager, Mr. Milburgh, becomes a figure of interest as accounting gaps and evasive explanations emerge. Tarling follows the money, tracing petty thefts, falsified entries, and patterns of unauthorized withdrawals that predate the murder. Each new discrepancy widens the field of potential motives: silencing a whistleblower, discrediting a rival, or shielding a larger fraud. The daffodil trail intersects with commerce as floral deliveries, personal gifts, and literary flourishes associated with Lyne create overlapping lines of inquiry, forcing investigators to separate staged symbols from meaningful, verifiable links to the crime.

Physical evidence expands beyond the park. A suburban cottage connected to one suspect reveals signs of hurried cleaning, a damaged rug, and faint traces that hint at an earlier struggle elsewhere. Tarling reconstructs a timeline that challenges the assumption of a single, straightforward crime scene. He tests alibis, rechecks transport schedules, and notes inconsistencies in witness recollections. Under pressure, Odette withdraws from public view, deepening suspicion while also suggesting fear rather than guilt. The search radiates through boarding houses, shop floors, and quiet streets, as small, practical details—keys, ledgers, receipts—begin to matter more than dramatic gestures or sensational rumors.

Secondary figures complicate the narrative. Lyne’s family demands decisive action, amplifying public scrutiny and urgency. Employees whisper about favoritism and resentment inside the store, while neighbors recall late-night movements and unaccounted-for visits. Letters and telegrams surface, some genuine and some misdirection. Ling Chu’s discreet surveillance clarifies pathways and habits, revealing that certain suspects share more connections than they admit. A nervous flight from questioning, a risky meeting near a railway, and a vanished bundle of documents heighten stakes. Each thread reinforces the central possibility that the daffodil signature conceals a calculated plan, masking financial motives beneath a veneer of romantic drama.

The daffodils grow from ornament to operating clue. Tarling explores their sources, tracing purchases and deliveries, and weighs who could acquire and deploy them without attracting attention. The flowers point both to Lyne’s self-dramatizing tendencies and to someone willing to use that tendency against him. The investigation shifts from jealousy to concealment: the crime likely protects an enterprise that predates the fatal night. In parallel, the store’s internal politics sharpen the profile of a culprit willing to frame others. Tarling reinterprets prior scenes with new insight, viewing the floral emblem as an anchor around which false narratives have been constructed.

The final movement unfolds as Tarling sets a deliberate trap, aligning schedules, witnesses, and physical proof to collapse competing stories. In a controlled confrontation, discrepancies over time, access, and money converge. The park tableau, the suburban traces, and the daffodil clue interlock into a single chain of cause and effect. Without disclosing pivotal revelations, the resolution turns on practical evidence rather than flamboyance, clarifying Odette’s position and untangling the store’s corruption. Once the key admission or proof surfaces, the theatrical flourish of the flowers is recast as an instrument of misdirection, and formal steps toward justice proceed with measured finality.

The Daffodil Mystery presents a crime shaped by vanity, greed, and the power of appearances. Wallace structures the story as an interplay between symbol and substance: a decorative flower becomes a signpost to motive, method, and the exploitation of reputation. The narrative moves briskly from public scandal to private accounting, suggesting that what seems romantic or impulsive often conceals deliberate calculation. Through Tarling’s steady inquiry and Ling Chu’s quiet acuity, the novel emphasizes careful reasoning over spectacle. Its central message underscores how surface gestures can manipulate perception, while the truth—patiently assembled from ordinary facts—ultimately dispels theatrical illusions.
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    Set in London in the immediate aftermath of the First World War, The Daffodil Mystery unfolds across the West End’s commercial streets, residential squares, and a central London park where a body is discovered adorned with daffodils. The city’s rhythms—crowded department stores, motor traffic, telephones, and an increasingly professionalized police—reflect a metropolis modernizing at speed between 1919 and 1920. Offices, warehouses, and shop floors provide the social texture, while the presence of private detectives and Scotland Yard evokes a culture fascinated by criminal detection. The narrative also stretches beyond Britain to the British imperial sphere, bringing Shanghai’s policing milieu back to London through the experience of Jack Tarling and his Chinese assistant, Ling Chu.

Postwar Britain was marked by demobilization after the 11 November 1918 Armistice and the difficult reintegration of millions of veterans in 1919. Economic volatility followed: deflation and the 1920–1921 slump pushed unemployment above 2 million by the spring of 1921. Political reforms—such as the Representation of the People Act 1918, vastly expanding the electorate, and the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919, which opened professions to women—altered social expectations. Retail and clerical sectors absorbed large numbers of women who had entered paid work during the war. The novel’s shop-floor tensions, the vulnerability of female employees, and the assertive power of a wealthy proprietor mirror these postwar strains, unequal bargaining power, and anxieties about economic survival and reputation.

A formative backdrop is Britain’s presence in China’s treaty ports, especially Shanghai. After the Treaty of Nanjing (1842) and the Treaty of Tianjin (1858), foreign powers secured extraterritorial privileges; in 1863 the British and American settlements merged into the International Settlement, governed by the Shanghai Municipal Council. The Shanghai Municipal Police (SMP), organized in 1854, policed a cosmopolitan enclave where British, American, European, and Chinese interests intersected under foreign legal protections. This infrastructure fostered investigative practices adapted to transnational commerce and organized crime. The novel’s detective, Jack Tarling, emerges from this world, importing methods, contacts, and a comparative perspective on crime that link London’s mystery to imperial policing cultures.

Early twentieth‑century Shanghai experienced rapid growth and volatility: the Xinhai Revolution of 1911 toppled the Qing, warlord rivalries unsettled the republic, and the treaty port remained a semi‑autonomous node of trade, migration, and vice. The SMP contended with opium trafficking, gambling, smuggling, and protection rackets that operated across jurisdictional seams between Chinese authorities and foreign concessions. Surveillance, multilingual informant networks, and plain‑clothes work became staples of enforcement. In the novel, Tarling’s competence and his partnership with Ling Chu reflect this milieu—an investigative craft trained to navigate ethnically diverse communities and legal grey zones. Their Shanghai-honed skepticism toward alibis, planted clues, and cross‑border criminal links informs the inquiry once transplanted to London.

British engagement in China also reverberated in London through immigration controls and racialized anxieties. The Aliens Act 1905 and wartime Aliens Restriction Acts (1914, 1919) tightened surveillance of foreigners; the press amplified “yellow peril” rhetoric amid growth of a small Chinese community in East London’s docklands. Port‑city unrest culminated in race riots in 1919 in Cardiff and Liverpool, while the Chinese Labour Corps (1917–1920) heightened visibility of Chinese workers in Britain. The novel’s depiction of a Chinese assistant working alongside a British detective intersects with this climate, simultaneously exploiting exoticized expectations and inviting readers to see investigative acuity and loyalty that undercut popular xenophobic narratives of the period.

The book is steeped in Britain’s modernization of policing and forensic practice. The Metropolitan Police established its Fingerprint Bureau in 1901 under Sir Edward Henry; in 1902 the Stratton brothers became the first Britons convicted on fingerprint evidence. The 1910 Dr. Hawley Crippen case showcased the power of forensic medicine and wireless telegraphy in pursuit and capture. In 1919 Scotland Yard formed the Flying Squad to counter armed robbery with motorized response. These developments habituated readers to evidence‑based detection, coroners’ inquests, and specialized squads. The novel mirrors that procedural fascination: symbolic clues (such as the daffodils), chain‑of‑evidence puzzles, and cooperation—strained but present—between private expertise and official investigators reflect contemporary investigative norms.

The rise of department stores transformed urban life. Enterprises like Harrods (expanded late nineteenth century) and Selfridges (opened 1909) epitomized mass retail, credit sales, display windows, and aggressive advertising that created new consumer desires. The Shops Act 1911 regulated hours and weekly half‑day closing, acknowledging the grueling schedules of shopworkers—many of them women. Wage compression, moral surveillance of female staff, and shoplifting panics filled newspapers and trade journals. In the novel, the wealthy proprietor’s leverage over a former employee and the threat of scandal evoke real dynamics in the drapery and retail trades. The store becomes a microcosm of class hierarchy, reputational coercion, and the commodification of image in Edwardian and postwar London.

Through its murder plot and investigative frames, the novel mounts a social critique of postwar Britain’s power imbalances. It exposes how employers could weaponize propriety against economically precarious women, how class privilege shaped credibility before police and press, and how xenophobic assumptions distorted suspicion. By juxtaposing London and Shanghai, it questions the moral authority of imperial policing while revealing the porous borders of crime and commerce. The narrative’s emphasis on evidence and procedure implicitly challenges sensationalist rushes to judgment, highlighting the necessity—and limits—of modern justice. In rendering coercive workplaces, racialized scrutiny, and anxious authorities, the book indicts the era’s inequities while mapping the social costs of rapid modernity.
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"I am afraid I don't understand you, Mr. Lyne."

Odette Rider looked gravely at the young man who lolled against his open desk. Her clear skin was tinted with the faintest pink, and there was in the sober depths of those grey eyes of hers a light which would have warned a man less satisfied with his own genius and power of persuasion than Thornton Lyne[1].

He was not looking at her face. His eyes were running approvingly over her perfect figure, noting the straightness of the back, the fine poise of the head, the shapeliness of the slender hands.

He pushed back his long black hair from his forehead and smiled. It pleased him to believe that his face was cast in an intellectual mould, and that the somewhat unhealthy pastiness of his skin might be described as the "pallor of thought."

Presently he looked away from her through the big bay window which overlooked the crowded floor of Lyne's Stores.

He had had this office built in the entresol and the big windows had been put in so that he might at any time overlook the most important department which it was his good fortune to control.

Now and again, as he saw, a head would be turned in his direction, and he knew that the attention of all the girls was concentrated upon the little scene, plainly visible from the floor below, in which an unwilling employee was engaged.

She, too, was conscious of the fact, and her discomfort and dismay increased. She made a little movement as if to go, but he stopped her.

"You don't understand, Odette," he said. His voice was soft and melodious, and held the hint of a caress. "Did you read my little book?" he asked suddenly.

She nodded.

"Yes, I read—some of it," she said, and the colour deepened on her face.

He chuckled.

"I suppose you thought it rather curious that a man in my position should bother his head to write poetry, eh?" he asked. "Most of it was written before I came into this beastly shop, my dear—before I developed into a tradesman!"

She made no reply, and he looked at her curiously.

"What did you think of them?" he asked.

Her lips were trembling, and again he mistook the symptoms.

"I thought they were perfectly horrible," she said in a low voice. "Horrible!"

He raised his eyebrows.

"How very middle-class[3] you are, Miss Rider!" he scoffed. "Those verses have been acclaimed by some of the best critics in the country as reproducing all the beauties of the old Hellenic poetry[2]."

She went to speak, but stopped herself and stood with lips compressed.

Thornton Lyne shrugged his shoulders and strode to the other end of his luxuriously equipped office.

"Poetry, like cucumbers, is an acquired tas[1q]te," he said after a while. "You have to be educated up to some kind of literature. I daresay there will come a time when you will be grateful that I have given you an opportunity of meeting beautiful thoughts dressed in beautiful language."

She looked up at this.

"May I go now, Mr. Lyne?" she asked.

"Not yet," he replied coolly. "You said just now you didn't understand what I was talking about. I'll put it plainer this time. You're a very beautiful girl, as you probably know, and you are destined, in all probability, to be the mate of a very average suburban-minded person, who will give you a life tantamount to slavery. That is the life of the middle-class woman, as you probably know. And why would you submit to this bondage? Simply because a person in a black coat and a white collar has mumbled certain passages over you—passages which have neither meaning nor, to an intelligent person, significance. I would not take the trouble of going through such a foolish ceremony, but I would take a great deal of trouble to make you happy."

He walked towards her slowly and laid one hand upon her shoulder. Instinctively she shrank back and he laughed.

"What do you say?"

She swung round on him, her eyes blazing but her voice under control.

"I happen to be one of those foolish, suburban-minded people," she said, "who give significance to those mumbled words you were speaking about. Yet I am broad-minded enough to believe that the marriage ceremony would not make you any happier or more unhappy whether it was performed or omitted. But, whether it were marriage or any other kind of union, I should at least require a man."

He frowned at her.

"What do you mean?" he asked, and the soft quality of his voice underwent a change.

Her voice was full of angry tears when she answered him.

"I should not want an erratic creature who puts horrid sentiments into indifferent verse. I repeat, I should want a man[2q]."

His face went livid.

"Do you know whom you are talking to?" he asked, raising his voice.

"I am talking to Thornton Lyne," said she, breathing quickly, "the proprietor of Lyne's Stores, the employer of Odette Rider who draws three pounds every week from him."

He was breathless with anger.

"Be careful!" he gasped. "Be careful!"

"I am speaking to a man whose whole life is a reproach to the very name of man!" she went on speaking rapidly. "A man who is sincere in nothing, who is living on the brains and reputation of his father, and the money that has come through the hard work of better men.

"You can't scare me," she cried scornfully, as he took a step towards her. "Oh, yes, I know I'm going to leave your employment, and I'm leaving to-night!"

The man was hurt, humiliated, almost crushed by her scorn. This she suddenly realised and her quick woman's sympathy checked all further bitterness.

OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
NS R

i
"l:\
!‘:

ng.\/ . m

Daffod

e
Mystery

Th

Edgar Wallace






OEBPS/text/00002.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4066338097897.jpg
W. A. Fraser

Bu dog Carney‘\





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4066338051639.jpg





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664611970.jpg
Louis Tracy

The Strange Case
of Mortimer Fenley





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664654090.jpg
Edgar Wallace

-+

yrxe
of the Twisted
Candle





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664097552.jpg
Anna Katharine Green

The Mystery of the Hasty Arrow





