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Physical Characteristics of the Belgian Sheepdog


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Clean-cut and strong, overall size should be in proportion to the body.


Ears: Triangular in shape, stiff, erect, and in proportion to the head in size. Base of the ear should not come below the center of the eye.


Skull: Top flattened rather than rounded. The width approximately the same but not wider than the length. Stop moderate.
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Eyes: Brown, preferably dark brown. Medium size, slightly almond shaped.


Neck: Round and rather outstretched, tapered from head to body, well muscled, with tight skin.


Muzzle: Moderately pointed, avoiding any tendency to snipiness, and approximately equal in length to that of the topskull. The jaws should be strong and powerful.


Nose: Black without spots or discolored areas. The lips should be tight and black.


Teeth: A full complement of strong, white teeth, evenly set. Should not be overshot or undershot. Should have either an even bite or a scissors bite.


Chest: Not broad, but deep. The lowest point should reach the elbow, forming a smooth ascendant curve to the abdomen.


Forequarters: Shoulder long and oblique, laid flat against the body, forming a sharp angle (approximately 90 degrees) with the upper arm. Legs straight, strong and parallel to each other. Bone oval rather than round. Development (length and substance) should be well proportioned to the size of the dog. Pastern medium length, strong, and very slightly sloped.


Feet: Round (cat footed), toes curved close together, well padded. Nails strong and black, except that they may be white to match white toe tips.


Topline: The withers are slightly higher and slope into the back, which must be level, straight, and firm from withers to hip joints.


Tail: Strong at the base, bone to reach hock. At rest the dog holds it low, the tip bent back level with the hock. Cropped or stump tail shall disqualify.


Hindquarters: Legs—Length and substance well proportioned to the size of the dog. Bone oval rather than round. Legs are parallel to each other. Thighs broad and heavily muscled. The upper and lower thigh bones approximately parallel to the shoulder blade and upper arm respectively, forming a relatively sharp angle at the stifle joint. The angle at the hock is relatively sharp. Dewclaws, if any, should be removed.


Coat: The guard hairs of the coat must be long, well fitting, straight and abundant. The texture should be a medium harshness. The undercoat should be extremely dense, commensurate, however, with climatic conditions.


Color: Black. May be completely black, or may be black with white.


Size: Males should be 24–26 inches in height and females 22–24 inches, measured at the withers.
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A Belgian Sheepdog, the black longhaired Belgian shepherd dog, is steadily becoming a favorite working dog around the world. The overbreeding that has harmed the German Shepherd Dog has not affected the Belgian breed, making it a preferred choice in many countries.
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Belgium—the beautiful northern European country bordered by the North Sea and known for its delicious chocolates, beautiful lace and exotic beers—is also known for the marvelous Belgian shepherd breeds, the handsome dogs that excel in all kinds of work, including herding, guarding, agility, obedience and any other job that requires intelligence and ability. Give the Belgian shepherd a job and he will be a quick learner and a joy to work with. The Belgian Sheepdog is one of the four Belgian shepherd breeds or varieties.


The history of many breeds of dog is difficult to trace, as in previous centuries very few, if any, breeding records were kept. Breeding stock was chosen based on working ability. The best worker for the given task was bred to a similar animal who was skilled at the same task. Animals selected were picked for their intelligence, abilities and devotion to their masters. Within a few generations, litters of puppies would begin to look alike, and the dogs would be able to perform specific tasks with a great deal of skill.
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The four varieties of Belgian shepherd.


We know that the Belgian Sheepdog hails from Belgium. We also know that the basic task of all of the Belgian shepherd dogs was, and still is, to herd, be it sheep, cattle or sometimes even their owners, as the herding instinct lies deep within these dogs. In addition to its herding abilities, the Belgian Sheepdog also excelled in activities such as tracking, guarding and even in pulling a cart. Prior to the 1890s, the Belgian shepherds were not known as pure-bred dogs but were known and used as working dogs on the farm. They would herd and guard the livestock as well as protect their farmsteads and families.


In September 1891 the Club du Chien de Berger Belge (the Belgian Shepherd Dog Club) was formed to decide if there was a shepherd dog that was representative of Belgium, such as the German Shepherd Dog is representative of Germany. On November 15, 1891, the veterinarian Dr. Adolphe Reul assembled a group of individuals from the various Belgian counties to look over 117 canine examples, and it was determined that there was a definite type of dog to represent Belgium. Forty dogs were selected from this group; all looked alike but had different coat lengths and coat colors. Three coat types were identified: long, short and rough, and there were many different colors. The first breed standard, established by the club in 1892, included only long-coated black, short-coated fawn and rough-coated ash gray varieties; the others (including the long-coated fawn, which would become the Belgian Tervuren) were excluded until the formation of the Club de Berger Belge in 1898, formed to preserve all of the varieties.




COMMON ANCESTOR


It is generally accepted that the Belgian breed known as the Schipperke, a wholly black little shepherd dog, and the Belgian shepherd breeds have a common ancestor in the Leuvenaar. This now-extinct Belgian breed, whose name means “inhabitant of Louvain,” was an all-black lupoid dog, weighing between 22 and 26 pounds. From this common stem, the smallest, the Schipperkes, were selected as ratcatchers and the largest, the Belgian shepherds, were chosen for herding and guarding livestock.





DIAGRAM OF MALINOIS AND LAEKENOIS ORIGINS


[image: images]


Official name designation did not happen until over a decade later, but the varieties of the Belgian shepherds were named for either the region of Belgium or the breeder/kennel where the variety originated. The Tervuren came from the town of Tervuren, where the variety was originally bred by M. F. Corbeel. The Laekenois, bred around Antwerp and Boom, was named after the kennel of foundation breeder Adrien Janssen. The Groenendael was named after the Chateau Groenendael and the kennel de Groenendael, both owned by Nicolas Rose, who bred the black Belgians. The Malinois was named after the city of Malines. The Malinois, in particular, were known for their working ability and because of that the other three varieties were often interbred with the Malinois.
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Duc de Groenendael (drawing by E. van Gelder), the most famous son of Picard d’Uccle and Petite (female of the foundation couple of the Groenendael variety) and the father of Milsart.
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An American-bred Belgian Tervuren.


It should be noted when reading about the varieties of Belgian shepherds that in the US there are three recognized breeds of Belgians: the Belgian Malinois, the Belgian Tervuren and the Belgian Sheepdog (the Groenendael’s name in the US). They are registered as three separate breeds in the American Kennel Club’s (AKC) Herding Group. The Lakenois is not recognized by the AKC. In Europe and the UK the Belgians are shown as four varieties (including the Laekenois) of one breed and all varieties are recognized under the breed name Belgian Shepherd Dog. They are classified by England’s Kennel Club in the Pastoral Group, and by Europe’s Federation Cynologique Internationale in Group 1 (Sheepdogs and Cattle Dogs except Swiss Cattle Dogs). The United States is the only country in which the all-black long-coated Belgian Sheepdog is not called the Groenendael.
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POST OFFICE SALUTES BELGIUM’S TOP FOUR


On May 26, 1986, four postage stamps were issued in Belgium to honor the best-known Belgian breeds, namely the Belgian shepherd dog (pictured, left to right: Malinois, Tervuren and Groenendael) and (not pictured) the Bouvier des Flandres.





The origins of the two long-coated varieties, the Belgian Sheepdog and the Belgian Tervuren, are intimately interconnected. Only since 1899 have they been judged separately at dog shows, as “blacks” and “other colors.”


At the first Belgian shepherd specialty show, in 1892, first prize was given to Petite, a three-year-old black long-haired bitch, who is considered the female ancestor of the black long-haired variety. Picard d’Uccle, a beautiful black long-coated male who met the requirements of the standard decreed by Dr. Reul, was predestined to become the foundation sire of the Groenendael. Picard and Petite were purchased by Nicolas Rose, and the pair was regularly bred, becoming the foundation pair of the Groenendael variety. Their first litter, born in September 1892, included Duc de Groenendael, who became the most frequently used stud.
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An American-bred Belgian Groenendael, or Belgian Sheepdog in the US.


Several matings then occurred between Picard and his daughters, between Duc de Groenendael and his sisters and also between half-brothers and half-sisters descended from Picard. This stock formed the basis of the “longhaired blacks.” They were officially given the name Groenendael in Belgium in 1910 and eventually became known as Belgian Sheepdogs in the US in the mid-20th century.


By the early 1900s the reputation of the breed had even reached across the Atlantic. The New York City Police Department imported several Belgian Sheepdogs in 1907 and again in 1912, at least one of which was a Groenendael. A police department in northern New Jersey also imported two of the long-haired black Belgians in 1912. During the same time the border patrols in France were using the breed for capturing smugglers crossing the French borders. From 1908–1911, the well-known Belgian Groenendael Jules de Moulin was the World Champion at the annual international police-work trials in Europe. He also was the winner of the Belgian Kennel Club’s first ring-sport championship, held in 1913, with another Groenendael, Top de la Joliette, finishing in second place. Jules de Moulin repeated this win in 1914.
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A lovely Groenendael puppy.


By the beginning of World War I, the Groenendael was considered a valuable dog who, with his versatility, could perform a variety of tasks and jobs. Belgian shepherds of all varieties were invaluable workers during the war, as they were used to carry messages and as ambulance dogs. World War I brought great difficulties for breeders of all dogs in Europe, with their breeding stock being nearly depleted. After the war ended, there was a period during which the breeders worked to restore their breeding stock and rebuild the foundations of their breeding programs.


However, during the period between the two world wars, the Groenendael again increased in popularity, and dogs were being exported to America, Great Britain and continental European countries. The two kennels that made an impact on the breed at this time were the du Mont-Sara kennels and the de I’Infernal kennels. The du Mont-Sara kennels kept between 40 and 80 dogs and would enter upward of 20 Groenendaels at a given dog show. The I’Infernal dogs were considered to be of the ideal type, and many bitches were bred to the kennel’s outstanding stud dog, Tan de I’Infernal. Many champions trace their ancestors to this exceptional dog, who was a combination of the Mont-Sara and Infernal lines, bred in Belgium by R. Bandoox.


As with most pure-bred breeds, the Belgian’s popularity fell dramatically during the Great Depression, but by the beginning of World War II, the breed again gained in popularity. A notable Continental kennel that came to the fore during this period was Forges Monceaux, which was active in the breed for over 20 years. Their foundation bitch was Vallie of Mont-Sara. Outstanding dogs came from this kennel, of which several were sent to kennels in Switzerland.


In 1931 the first Belgian Groenendaels were brought to Great Britain, but they were pet dogs and not used for breeding. Prior to this, a few Malinois had been imported, but they also had not been bred and thus none of the varieties were established in Britain.
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ADOPT A “SCHIP” CHUM


For Belgian shepherd owners seeking a companion for their trustworthy dog, look no further than the Schipperke. It is very noteworthy that when a choice has to be made, the Schipperke is the breed of preference! In France the Belgian Shepherd and the Schipperke clubs even jointly publish the same monthly canine magazine.
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The four varieties in a painting (1987) by A. Ackaert.


With the onset of World War II, as had happened during World War I, the Belgians took another decided drop in popularity. During World War II the Belgian shepherds were used in military service as well as by the Red Cross to lead them to the wounded in the battlefields. Because the dogs were so skilled at their jobs, the German army was ordered to shoot the dogs on sight, which led to a near extinction of the breed. Thankfully, a few breeders in Europe were able to hide their dogs and the breed did survive.


A well-known Belgian kennel that remained active for many years, producing outstanding dogs, is the Baraque de Planches kennel of Leon Bottemanne. Ch. Quentin de la Baraque de Planches was exported to England in 1967 and was the first Groenendael to gain his title in the UK, winning 20 Challenge Certificates (awards that count toward a championship in Britain) and siring many champion offspring. American Mary-Linda Adams, of Cadre Noir kennels in the US, obtained the bitch Lux. Ch. Baraka de la Baraque de Planches; at the time, Mary-Linda was living in Europe and breeding and showing dogs. Baraka’s successes included being defeated only once in European shows, winning the 1979 Belgian national specialty and becoming one of three living Luxembourg champions at that time. Mr. Bottemanne was indispensable in sharing his knowledge of the breed with Mary-Linda as she began her European breeding program; she also was mentored by other prominent Belgian breeders.


DIAGRAM OF GROENENDAEL AND TERVUREN ORIGINS
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Boris de la Pouroffe (Yako de la Pouroffe x Vallia des Forges Monceux), a Groenendael male dog.


In Britain, Groenendaels were imported from Belgium and France following World War II, and the first real attempts at establishing the breed began in the late 1950s. Eight fanciers, led by Eric Irvine, worked to import a breeding pair. In early 1959, two puppies who would become the foundation pair of the British Groenendael were imported: Indo des Forges Monceaux and Inkasa des Forges Monceaux.


A breed club was formed in 1965, the Belgian Shepherd Dog Association, which encompassed the Groenendael and all other varieties. The Groenendael was granted championship status by England’s Kennel Club in 1971, and the first Groenendael earned his championship that same year. The first British champion was Quentin, a son of Peggy de la Baraque de Planches. At that time the Groenendael variety was in the country because it had been decided to import only the black long-haired Groenendael and not the red long-haired Tervuren to avoid confusion with the German Shepherd Dog. In 1972 the first Groenendael arrived from America, and from 1975 on new and regular imports came from Belgium and France.




THE ALL-AROUND BELGIAN


In the American Kennel Club’s The Complete Dog Book, 19th Edition, the entry on the Belgian Sheepdog includes the following: “…Belgian Sheepdogs have earned their reputation as truly well-rounded dogs, and to this day they continue to captivate our hearts. Their elegance of carriage and balanced movement are a pleasure to behold. Their talents in obedience, tracking, schutzhund, herding, and as sled dogs have kept even the most activity-minded of us satisfied. Their skills in police work, search and rescue, and as guide and therapy dogs have proven very valuable to society. These dogs have found their greatest value, however, in the hearts of their owners as gentle and devoted companions willing to give all to those they love.”
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The hauntingly beautiful head of the Belgian Sheepdog.


Of interest is that of the original group of eight fanciers, only Ann O’Shea of the well-known Zellik Belgians is still active in the breed. She, along with Mr. Irvine, were also instrumental in establishing the Tervuren in the UK.


THE BELGIAN SHEEPDOG IN NORTH AMERICA


In America the Groenendael variety was registered by the American Kennel Club as early as 1911, although in the early days all varieties were registered under the breed name Belgian Sheepdog. It took World War I for these dogs to really be noticed, as their versatility in performing tasks and high degree of intelligence came to the fore as they performed war duties. In 1919 the Belgian Sheepdog Club of America (BSCA) was formed, and there was often a nice entry of ten or so Belgians at dog shows. By 1926, the breed’s popularity had grown enough that it placed 42nd out of 100 breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club, and by the end of the decade, they had risen to 5th in popularity. Around this time, the Groenendael is said to have been the best known of the Belgian shepherd varieties in the US.
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A magnificent example of a Groenendael male dog.
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A very typical head of a Laekenois.


As with World War I, World War II brought an increased interest in the breed because of the dogs used in the war effort. The Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, which had disbanded during the Depression, was revitalized, and a new club was founded in 1949. Difficulties continued to arise between breeders in regard to coat colors, length of coat and interbreeding between the various types. In fact, during this time, the breed standard indicated only two varieties of the breed, Groenendael and Malinois, and included black, fawn and any other color under the Groenendael’s description, even though there were records of Tervuren imports.


The founders of the 1949 club wanted only Groenendaels accepted as Belgian Sheepdogs, and they also had a problem with the dogs that had been imported from Europe, feeling their American-bred dogs to be of better quality. Controversy developed and in 1958 a survey was sent out to the club’s membership asking for their opinions about the colors and the varieties. Although the overall response was poor, it was decided by the AKC that the varieties would be divided into the following breeds: the Groenendael, which would retain the breed name Belgian Sheepdog, the Belgian Tervuren and the Belgian Malinois. Registrations for the Laekenois were not accepted by the AKC. The AKC also noted that the Groenendael (in the US) must have a three-generation pedigree of Groenendael ancestors. The Belgian Sheepdog Club of America remained to represent the newly named Belgian Sheepdog, and Tervurern and Malinois breed fanciers formed their own national breed clubs.


To go back a few years leading up to the separation of the breeds, the BSCA was increasing its membership and in 1953 had started to publish a monthly newsletter. Rudy Robinson, from Wheaton, Illinois, became an active member and supporter of the club. He was instrumental in importing a number of Groenendaels and Tervurens from top breeders in Belgium. He was a strong supporter of the breed not only with his advertising but also through the columns that he wrote for all-breed dog magazines.


There have been many exceptional breeders of the Belgian Sheepdog in America over the years, individuals who have greatly loved the breed and who have continually worked to breed better and healthier dogs with every litter.
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Hassan van Kriekebos (Max v.d. Schepershoeve x Floride de l’Apache).


Mary-Linda Adams started breeding dogs in 1974. She imported Belgium’s top-winning Am./Lux. Ch. Boris de la Pouroffe, in addition to importing other notable dogs of the de la Pouroffe prefix and others. Boris, an exceptional dog with a long head, correct ears and a short back, was a very predominant dog and is behind many Groenendael and Tervuren pedigrees throughout the world. In 1994 Mary-Linda formed a partnership with Katherine John, a veterinary technician who had been involved in Belgians for some time. Their Cadre Noir kennels in Virginia were established in 1995.
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Groenendael male and female: Ch. Boris de la Pouroffe (Yako de la Pouroffe x Vallia des Forges Monceux) and Zette de la Pouroffe (Youpy de la Baraque de Planches x Yra des Forges Monceux).
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Ch. Buddy van Lana’s Hof (Mistyk van de Hoge Laer x Blackie de la Grande Lande).


The Rolin Ridge kennels of Linda McCarty in Virginia have been outstanding. Linda’s dogs have won several all-breed Bests in Show, and she owned the first Belgian Sheepdog to place in the Group at Westminster Kennel Club. Her home-bred Ch. Rolin Ridge’s Fourteen Karat CD, HIC, CGC, HOF, ROM has sired nearly 100 champions, making him the breed’s top-producing sire. Not only has she bred fine dogs but she has also imported some of the best from Europe. Rebeca Olmeda joined Rolin Ridge in 2002 as a partner and the kennel’s exclusive handler.


Marcy Spalding of the Mawrmyth kennels of Houston received her first Belgian Sheepdog in 1972. She has produced over 50 champions, many of which have also earned obedience and other working titles. Her foundation bitch was Am./Can. Ch. Mi-Sha-Ooks Wonita. She has imported several dogs from Europe and has bred to several stud dogs on the Continent. In addition to judging all herding breeds, Marcy has been very active in the national club, publishing the Belgian Sheepdog handbooks and serving as the club’s liaison to the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals and the Canine Eye Registration Foundation.
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Louky de la Quièvre (Ch. Kadour de la Quièvre x Holenka de la Quièvre), a Groenendael male dog.


Rick and Dennette Cockley of SumerWynd kennels in New Hampshire have been breeding winning Belgians since 1986. In 2000 at the national specialty in Bozeman, Montana, Ch. SumerWynd’s Dana of Isengard CDX, TD, HX, AX, AXJ, owned by Lorra Miller, was Best in Show, and in 2000 and 2002 repeated the win at the nationals. Best of Breed at the 2007 Westminster Kennel Club was Ch. SumerWynd’s Quest RN. SumerWynd’s Al LeNeige was winner’s bitch at the 2006 nationals.


Lorra Miller of Isengard’s kennels from Los Gatos, California, (and owner of SumerWynd’s Dana) has also bred a number of winning Belgians, including Rachelle Bailey-Austin’s Ch. Isengard’s Cool Joe, Best of Opposite Sex at the 2004 nationals. Ch. Sandcastle’s Kutting Edge CDX, HT, U-CD, CGC, TD1, bred by Sandy Shaw and owned by Sandy and Dave and Dottie Butler, was Best of Opposite Sex at the 2000 nationals and Best in Show in 2001 and repeated the win in 2005. Rolin Ridge kennels of Linda McCarty bred and owned the 2003 national winner, Ch. Rolin Ridge’s Quinlan PT. Lisa Leffingwell and her Lisswyn’s kennels from Dallas also have produced a number of quality dogs.




DUTCH COUSINS


The Belgian shepherds have many admirers in the Netherlands despite that country’s indigenous herding dog, the Dutch Shepherd. This handsome herder occurs in three coat types, long, rough and short, just like its neighbor, the Belgian. The breed is more colorful, including blue, gray, yellow, silver and various eye-catching shades of brindle. Of the three varieties, the short coat is the most popular, though all three are unfortunately very rare, even in Holland.
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Shorthaired
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Roughhaired
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Longhaired
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Despite their rather different appearances, the Belgian shepherds are structurally identical except for coat and color.


The number of breeders producing quality Belgians, who can not only win at a show but also can do extremely well in the various activities that the Belgian excels in, are substantial, and someone new to the breed, whether looking for a show-quality dog or one who can achieve in agility, will have no problem finding a puppy.


The national club continues to be very active in rescue work and in health matters. The club urges all owners of Belgians to have certifications in the following areas: hips, elbows, thyroid and eyes. Those who are considering adding a Belgian to their family should ask to see the certificates from the breeder.


There are many more dedicated breeders of the Belgian Sheepdog in the US, and several others who should be mentioned are Terri Ann Votava of Sans Branco kennels in Georgia, Chien Noir kennels of Audrey Tucker in Connecticut and Carol and Don Morris’s Allure kennels in California.


Canadian breeders have also done very well with the Belgian Sheepdog. Since the 1960s, Skip and Elsie Stanbridge have been active in the breed with their Mi-Sha-Ook kennels, located in Ontario. Although they primarily breed Groenendaels (which is what Belgian Sheepdogs are called in Canada), they also bred Tervurens. Their Am./Can. Ch. Star de la Baraque de Planches was the first Belgian Sheepdog to win a Best in Show in North America, in addition to winning several specialty Bests in Show.


Another Canadian kennel from Ontario is the Chantryile kennels of Greg Storms and Eleanor Heagy. Living close to the Stanbridges’ Mi-Sha-Ook kennels, they purchased their first Belgian from them.


TOP EUROPEAN DOGS THROUGH THE DECADES


Mme. Jacqueline Aubry of du Chemin des Dames kennels in Belgium bred some outstanding dogs and is world renowned as an authority on the breed. In 1965 she bred RE Onix du Chemin des Dames, who was a very popular stud dog and influenced the breeding programs in France and throughout Europe. The outstanding brood bitch of the 1970s was RE Vega de Chemin des Dames, born in 1972, who produced outstanding top-winning Belgians. She is found in the background of many Groenendael and Tervuren pedigrees.


An outstanding stud dog in the 1970s was RE Int. Ch. Louky de Severiers, used extensively at stud, producing many champions throughout Europe in addition to producing many offspring that excelled as working dogs.


From the 1980s came another exceptional European dog, RE Fr./Belg./Neth./Lux. Ch. Kadour de la Quievre, who was a top winner and top producer, passing along his excellent temperament and expression. He was Best Dog at the French specialty show in 1987 and was the European champion in 1988.
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The breed standard describes the ideal Malinois, a dog that is sound and balanced in mind and body, with all of the traits necessary to do the work he was intended to do, whether or not he is used in a working capacity.
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