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INTRODUCTION



Are you tired of having piles of fabric leftovers (scraps) cluttering up your sewing room, but can’t bring yourself to throw them away? Look no further than this ultimate guide to organizing and using your fabric leftovers.


I, the GourmetQuilter (because quilting is delicious!), will share my years of experience and innovative techniques for transforming fabric leftovers into beautiful and unique quilts. From sorting your scraps by value, color, and hue to creating fun and creative quilt designs, this book is a must-have resource for any quilter looking to reduce waste and make the most of their materials.


Find ideas for organizing and using some of the fabric leftovers from other quilts. Often, we have short lengths of full fabric widths as well as smaller pieces leftover. These can be tamed! By setting up what I call my “Leftover Pantry” (storage for your scraps), I have found that these leftovers suddenly become so much more delicious!


Through easy-to-follow instructions, helpful tips and tricks, and stunning photographs, I guide you through the process of organizing and using fabric leftovers to turn even the smallest pieces into works of art. Whether you’re a seasoned quilter or just starting out, this book is sure to inspire and delight, showing you how to create beautiful, sustainable, and eco-friendly quilts that are both practical and beautiful.


—SusanClaire Mayfield, The GourmetQuilter
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TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT



Throughout this book, you’ll learn about how to make and use your fabric pieces for the future. This means you won’t need a ton of supplies, just the essentials and, of course, your Leftover Pantry. Later on, I’ll discuss handy items that you can use to store and organize your scraps (here).


Sewing Machine— A sewing machine makes it easy to sew large and small pieces of fabric together. It is useful not only for prepping a large number of units, but also a sewing machine is essential when making your finished quilt. For the projects in this book, I use a ¼" (6.4mm) piecing foot on the machine. Check to see if you have a similar foot; if you’re going to be quilting regularly, you’ll want to have one. This will create tight, consistent seam allowances. When piecing units or blocks, especially ahead of time, you’ll find this will eliminate the need to adjust for inconsistencies later.






[image: Illustration]


PHOTO COURTESY OF BERNINA OF AMERICA








[image: Illustration]


Thread— Cotton thread is another essential for quilt making. Use a thread color that complements your design to hide the seams, or a contrast color to highlight your stitching. I use the same color for all appliqué stitching, usually a dark charcoal color, but you may prefer to use a thread color that coordinates with your appliqué.




Leftover Thread


As you start stitching leftovers, you can use up your threads as well. We often have small amounts left on a bobbin or a thread spool—these can be used up too! I find it works for me if I wind the thread from spools on to the bobbin to use it up, as well as using small amounts already on bobbins.
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Rotary cutter and cutting mat— A rotary cutter makes it easy to cut yardage, strips, squares, and rectangles from your fabric. The cutting mat will absorb the blade, so your work surface remains scratch-free.


Quilt ruler— Ensure your cuts are straight with a ruler. It’s also very handy when squaring off your units or blocks to have a square quilt ruler. You can find a vast array of shapes and sizes, but the ones I used the most in this book are a 5" x 14" (12.7 x 35.6cm) straight ruler, 2½" x 14" (6.4 x 35.6cm) straight ruler, and 5" x 5" (12.7 x 12.7cm) square ruler.
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Iron and ironing board— Press your seam allowances with a steam iron to ensure a flat unit or block. Also, ironing your piecing before putting them in your Pantry means you can use them right away. Note: I press from the right side for consistency. However, you can also use an up-and-down motion to avoid any distortion in the strips.
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Spray starch— Use in conjunction with your iron to create flat pieces of fabric that will hold.
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Scissors and snips— I prefer to use fabric scissors when cutting smaller pieces of fabric. It gives more control and makes it easier to see what you’re doing. Snips, or small scissors, are great for cutting thread.


Clips— Sewing clips are handy to have around because they have multiple uses. Use them instead of pins to hold your fabric together. Or use them for their original use, which is to hold your binding while you attach it to your quilt edges.
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