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PREFACE.




 




Among

the newer States of our American Union, there is probably no one about which so

much has been written and published as the State of Texas. In 1857, Frederick

Law Olmsted published a volume of 516 pages, entitled “A Journey Through Texas;

or a Saddle-trip on the South-western Frontier.” Mr. Olmsted mentions

thirty-three bound volumes on Texas, by more than thirty authors. Seven of

these were in two volumes each, making an aggregate of forty separate books,

many of them large octavos of from four hundred to six hundred pages. Since

that period the press has thrown off scores and even hundreds of

publications—histories, biographies, descriptive pamphlets, addresses, etc.

These have been scattered broadcast over the country by immigration agencies,

railroad corporations, companies of land speculators, and others. The question

arises, then, whence the necessity of another work on Texas? Partly because

previous histories have been too brief in some particulars and too diffuse in

others. Many of the descriptive pamphlets have been too highly colored;

personal narratives too partial, and often defective in details; and the

statistics too meagre and in some instances entirely unreliable. It needed

another volume to give a complete history of the State down to the present

time; and to condense, and classify, and give in a reasonable space the past

history, present condition and prospective development of this, the great

Empire State of the continent.




The design

of the author is to give in the present volume a true picture of Texas, its

soil, its climate, its people and their institutions, its resources, its

capabilities for sustaining a dense population—a population to be counted by

the million. We say a true picture, so that the immigrant entering the

State may learn what part is best adapted to the business in which he proposes

to engage. To the hardy poor man who expects to make his living by honest

industry, and to raise his family where they will enjoy the advantages of good

schools and churches, probably no portion of the American continent offers such

advantages as Texas. Here labor is always in demand at remunerative price;

provisions are cheap; here is land for those who wish either to lease or purchase;

tenement houses are furnished to farm laborers; and a permanent home may be

acquired upon accommodating terms. A homestead once secured, the man soon finds

himself in possession of teams and tools, of hogs and cattle, and is surrounded

with home comforts.




In the

departments devoted to history, special pains have been taken to give facts and

dates, with such reflections as will enable the reader to understand the

controversies in reference to the ownership of the country, and the various

questions which have from time to time agitated the people, producing, in some

instances, revolutions, and changes in the form of government. These events are

generally related in chronological order, though in some instances that order

has been deviated from, to complete the narrative of one event before entering

upon that of another.




In the

notes, the reader will find a complete list of the executives of the State, and

the personel of the various departments of the government; also the

votes at the principal popular elections, showing the steady increase in the

number of electors.




In the

part devoted to the Indians may be found many interesting particulars of the

aboriginal inhabitants of our prairies, and some thrilling incidents of frontier

life and Indian warfare. It was not in accordance with the taste of the author

to dwell long upon these barrowing scenes. Happily, such scenes now seldom

occur, and we have good reason to believe that we shall hear no more of these

Indian raids, and the barbarities inflicted upon the pioneers of civilization.




We think

the reader will find the biographical department especially rich in interest.

Arranged in alphabetical order are the names of more than two hundred of the

men who have figured conspicuously in Texas history. Space is accorded to each

somewhat in proportion to his historical importance, though the sketches of men

still living are very brief, and mainly confined to the mere facts connected

with their public life.




The

historical notes and topographical descriptions of the counties of the State,

arranged in alphabetical order, are necessarily brief, but will give the reader

a correct idea of their location, the character of the soil, and other

particulars necessary for those seeking homes in the State.




In the

miscellaneous department may be found a vast amount of information, condensed

into a small compass—an account of our asylums, penitentiaries, educational

institutions and churches—agricultural products and live stock—railways and

commerce—statistical tables of wealth and population, etc.




In the

preface to “Thrall's School History of Texas” issued by the University

Publishing Company of New York, in 1876, the author said: “The history of Texas

possesses a peculiar interest. The contests for the possession of the country;

the grand old mission structures erected for the conversion of the natives; the

numerous changes of government, give to our history an air of romance. In the

summary of events in this volume, these interesting topics are only briefly

noticed; but it is to be hoped this recital will stimulate many to a more

thorough investigation into the heroic period of our history.” The present

volume is sent forth not to supersede the school history, but to supplement and

complement it. The former has its place and is adapted for the purpose for

which it was prepared—use in the school room; but the teacher who, with that

volume, introduces his pupils to an acquaintance with the elementary history of

Texas, will need this to give the details and incidents in full which could not

be incorporated in the smaller work.




In

conclusion, the author returns his sincere thanks to the very large number of

distinguished gentlemen—too numerous to mention—who have given him

encouragement and assistance in his work.




H. S.

THRALL.




 




SAN

ANTONIO, TEXAS, November 26, 1878.




 


















 




PART I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE

COUNTRY




 




 CHAPTER I.




 




 NAME—TEXAS CLAIMED BY SPAIN AND

FRANCE—BOUNDARIES—AREA—GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COUNTRY.




THE name

of Texas was derived from an Indian tribe belonging to the great Caddo family.

The country now known as Texas has, at various periods, borne different names.

In old maps that on the north is called Texas, or New Phillipines; while that

farther to the west is marked as Coahuila or New Estremadura. For more than a

century the territory was claimed both by France and Spain. The Spaniards were

the first occupants. In 1522 De Narves traversed the country from the Rio

Grande to Mobile. Again, in 1537, De Nisa visited the Rio Grande, entering the

village of Isleta, then inhabited by Puebla Indians; and in 1540 Coronado took

formal possession of the village, in the name of the Spanish crown. Under the

ministrations of the missionaries, the inhabitants readily embraced the

Christian faith. In 1585 another company of missionaries, under Espejo, took

possession of El Paso and Santa Fe.




The

claim of the French was based upon the landing of Lasalle, with his colony, on

the coast, in 1685. On the old French maps Texas is put down as a part of

Louisiana. The old Spanish maps, however, claimed it as belonging to New Spain.

In those old maps, the different provinces of New Spain are marked as follows:

The east line of New Mexico reaches to the Pecos River, including part of the

present counties of Tom Green and Crockett. The Medina river is marked as the

east line of Coahuila, though a narrow strip attached to Texas extended to the

mouth of the Rio Grande. In these old maps the Calcasieu is put down as the

boundary near the coast, and the Hondo, a tributary of Red River, near

Natchitoches, as the line between the possessions of the French and Spanish

crowns.*




The

ownership of Texas had not been fully settled, when, in 1803, France sold

Louisiana to the United States. The latter government wanted both Texas and

Florida, neither of which Spain was willing to surrender. Finally, in 1819,

February 22, an agreement was entered into between John Quincy Adams, on the

part of the United States, and De Onis, on the part of Mexico, by which Spain

transferred Florida to the United States, and the latter gave up her claim to

Texas. At the period of the Texas revolution the northern boundary was still

undefined; several large settlements on the south side of Red river were

claimed both by Arkansas and Texas. In a final adjustment in 1849, in which C.

W. Smyth represented Texas, and J. W. Overton the United States, the most of

this disputed territory, including portions of Bowie and Red River counties,

were conceded to Texas.




At the

period of annexation the boundaries of the republic, as estimated by Mr. Smyth,

the Commissioner of the General Land Office, were as follows:




 




The

distance from the mouth of the Rio Grande along our coast to the mouth of the

Sabine




375

 miles




From

mouth of Sabine, by the river, to 32d parallel 299 miles




Up

Sabine river to Red river, due north 106 miles




From

point of intersection with Red river to 100th degree of longitude west 620

miles




On the

meridian of 100th degree due north to Arkansas river 250 miles




Along Arkansas

river to source of Rio Grande 640 miles




Entire

eastern and northern boundary 1,915 miles




From

source of Rio Grande to its mouth 2,240 miles




Making

the entire boundary of the Republic 4,530 miles




 


















 




By the sale

of Santa Fe, in 1850, Texas parted with 98,360 square miles of territory; equal

to 56,240,640 acres.




Texas is

bounded on the south by the gulf of Mexico; on the east by the Sabine river, up

to the thirty-second parallel of north latitude; thence due north to Red river,

thence along said river to the meridian of one hundred degrees west from

Greenwich; thence due north to the intersection of parallel of thirty-six

degrees, thirty minutes, north latitude; thence due west to the meridian of one

hundred and three degrees west from Greenwich; due south to the thirty-second

degree of north latitude; thence along said line to the Rio Grande; (these

lines separate Texas from Louisiana, Arkansas, the Indian Territory, and New

Mexico.) thence down said Rio Grande to its mouth, separating Texas from

Mexico. According to Disturnell's treaty map, published in 1850, Texas had,

after the sale of Santa Fe, 237,321 square miles of territory, equal to

151,885,440 acres. Later estimates from our own land office give the State

268,684 square miles; this exclusive of Greer county. It extends from about

twenty-five and one half degrees to thirty-six and one half, north latitude,

and from ninety-three and a half to one hundred and seven degrees of longitude

west from Greenwich. Its greatest extent from north to south is nearly one

thousand miles, and it is but little less from east to west.




Texas,

thus situated on the Gulf of Mexico, stretches half-way to the Pacific Ocean,

in a climate where snows are almost unknown, and lies right in the track along

which the vast commerce from the East to the West must ultimately flow. The

great continental railway is destined inevitably to traverse this territory,

and some of its eastern termini must be at some of its seaports.




In those

portions of the State devoted to agriculture, a large proportion of the land is

susceptible of cultivation, and immense bodies are as rich and fertile as can

be found on the continent. This is true, not only of the alluvial bottoms, but

also of a considerable proportion of the prairie lands of the interior.




Writers

speak of the stock region; of the sugar belt; of the cotton belt, and the wheat

region; but in truth every kind of stock, such as horses, mules, cattle, sheep,

goats, hogs, etc., do well in all parts of the State, and can be raised with

profit anywhere by giving the necessary attention to them. So of the soil

products. Every arable acre of ground in the State will produce corn, cotton,

sorghum, potatoes, Irish or sweet, peaches, grapes, etc. Sugar from the ribbon

cane may be profitably cultivated anywhere south of the thirtieth parallel of

north latitude; and wheat, rye, oats, apples, etc., anywhere north of that

latitude.




The

coast counties for a distance of fifty to one hundred miles interior are quite

level, but beyond, the country becomes rolling, with alternate gradual

elevations and depressions, and this inequality of surface increases as we

proceed towards the northwest, until it finally becomes hilly and then

mountainous in some of the northwestern counties. In fact the whole of Texas is

an inclined plane, with a gradual descent from the northern or western boundary

to the Gulf. Austin and San Antonio are six hundred feet above the Gulf

surface, and the country farther north is still more elevated. The highest of

the mountains do not, however, exceed two thousand feet above their base.




It seems

to be a general impression with people abroad that Texas is unhealthy; that the

climate is excessively hot; and that foreigners especially run a great risk in

coming to a State so far south. Nothing can be more remote from the truth, as

thousands of foreigners from all parts of Europe can testify. The temperature

in Texas in the hottest days of summer is nearly always several degrees below

the greatest heat at the North, and while many deaths in most of the Northern

cities occur every year from sun stroke, there is not, perhaps, a well

authenticated instance in Texas of a single death from this cause. But a

comparison of the range of the thermometer there and here removes all doubt on

that subject. In winter the difference in temperature between Texas and the

Northern States is still more manifest the severity of the cold being many

degrees greater there than here. The fact is established beyond doubt that Texas

has the most uniform, equable and mild temperature of any State in the Union,

neither the heat or the cold being so excessive, and, other things being equal,

this exemption from the extremes of heat and cold is prima facie

evidence of a more healthful climate. But this evidence is corroborated by

experience, for although certain diseases are prevalent in many parts of Texas,

yet the general health of the country is not surpassed, if equaled, by any

other State, while for salubrity of the climate all Western Texas is

proverbial. The whole sea coast, for more than a hundred miles interior, is

fanned by a most delightful and health-giving breeze from the Gulf during all

the summer months.




It is

true that in the heavily-timbered bottoms, and on the margins of the sluggish

streams and lowlands, people are liable to chills and fevers and other malarial

diseases; but these generally yield readily to proper treatment. The interior,

especially of Western Texas, is annually visited by thousands of invalids

seeking health; and those who come before disease has fastened itself too

firmly upon the system are generally greatly benefitted.




*By a

royal charter, dated Sept. 14, 1712, Louis XIV granted the whole of Louisiana

to Anthony Crozat. Mr. Yoakum and other historians have asserted that this

grant included all the country to the Rio Grande; whereas the language of the

charter included only the country watered by the Mississippi and its

tributaries.




 


















 CHAPTER II.




 




 GENERAL DIVISIONS OF THE STATE—NORTH

TEXAS—EAST TEXAS—MIDDLE TEXAS—WEST TEXAS—NORTHWEST TEXAS—SOUTHWEST TEXAS—THE

MINERAL REGION—THE PAN HANDLE.




FOR

convenience in describing our great State, we divide it into districts. I.

North Texas. II. East Texas. III. Middle Texas. IV. West Texas. V. Northwest

Texas. VI. Southwest Texas. VII. The Mineral Region. VIII. The Pan Handle or

Staked Plains.




I.

NORTHERN TEXAS.—This includes a double or triple tier of counties on the south

side of Red river, as far west as the counties of Wise, Montague, Erath, etc.,

some thirty counties or more.




An area

of about twelve counties of the eastern part of this division would more

properly have been included in the division of East Texas, as it much more

nearly corresponds in all its characteristics with the entire body of timbered

country lying east of the Trinity than with any part of the prairie to which

this division attaches it. The two subdivisions can not be described together,

as they are as different from each other as day from night in every

characteristic.




This

eastern body of country, generally denominated Northeastern Texas, is one of

the most interesting and important subdivisions of the State, whether

considered with reference to its population, its capacities for agricultural

production, or its location with regard to the necessities of trade and travel,

and the consequent construction of thoroughfares. An imaginary irregular line

drawn from the town of Clarksville, in Red River county, through the northwest

corners of Titus Wood, and Van Zandt counties, and the southeast corner of

Kaufman county to the south line of this division, will sufficiently indicate

the western or outside line of this subdivision.




All east

of this is a timbered country, and presents the same general features. The face

of the country is rolling and hilly. The soil is generally sandy, mixed with

loam in varying quantities in different localities, and productive in

porportion to such admixture. The exceptions to the sandy soil are the

ferruginous red soils, quite productive with plenty of rain; the post-oak

flats, and swamps along the streams, the latter two valueless for cultivation

but covered with fine timber. The streams are sluggish and discolored, and the

low bottom-lands which border them are subject to overflow; but many of them

are covered with cane and various grasses, which afford fine shelter and food

for stock, especially horses, which keep fat the year round without food or

attention, but are liable to the contingent dangers of an overflow, in which

numbers are sometimes lost. The most productive lands lie between the

sand-hills and the swamps, and frequently up to the margins of the smaller

creeks, and are a kind of irregular second bottom. They will produce, the

season being favorable, a bale of cotton or forty bushels of corn per acre, while

the upland sand-lands will produce about one half that amount, but are

preferred by many on account of the greater ease with which they can be

cultivated, and the advantage they have in wet seasons. These lands are in some

places underlaid with a stiff clay at the depth of a foot, while in other

places in the same field one may dig forty feet through sand alone.




The

timber of this section is very valuable, especially the pine, which abounds;

extensive steam saw-mills being found in the pineries of these counties, from

which lumber is hauled on wagons more than two hundred miles westward to supply

the constantly increasing wants of the prairie section. The other timber is

mostly post-oak, interspersed with hickory, black-jack, etc. The bottoms abound

in all kinds of oaks, ash, hackberry, and many other kinds of timber.




Water in

this section is abundant and generally good—entirely freestone. Springs pure as

crystal are frequent, breaking out from the base or sides of the sand-hills,

and good water can generally be obtained, by digging, at from twenty to thirty

feet; the exceptions to this being in the post-oak flats, where good water is

scarce, either above or below the surface.




Immediately

west of this imaginary line commences the great prairie region of Northern and

Middle Texas. The “divide,” or water-shed between Red river and the Gulf of

Mexico is distant from a half to forty miles from the former. Along Red river

is a border of a rather rugged country from one half to twelve miles wide,

mostly covered with timber, and abounding in springs of water; but mostly with

a thin sandy soil adapted to small farmers, except the Red river bottoms, which

are extensive and exceedingly fertile, and subject to occasional overflows.

South of this fringe of timber, and with a northern front of from Lamar to Clay

County, (one hundred and fifty miles on an air-line,) inclining westward on its

eastern border, as before laid down, lies the great prairie, extending to the

south line of this division, its unity broken only by the timber borders along

the streams and by the two very remarkable bodies of timber called “THE CROSS

TIMBERS,” which are worthy of a brief description.




The

“lower cross timber” is a body of timbered country embracing, at its northern extremity,

the eastern half of Cooke county and western edge of Grayson, and being about

fifteen miles wide. Running southward, it passes, gradually becoming narrower,

through the east parts of Denton, Tarrant and Johnson, and west part of Hill

county, to the Brazos river at Fort Graham. This body of land is rolling and

sandy, and assimilates very nearly to the timbered section before described;

but this is generally of a poorer soil than that, and abounds less in springs

and water generally. The timber is the same, except there is no pine, and the

growth is shorter as we go westward. The soil is adapted to the growth of corn,

cotton, sweet potatoes, etc., but not to small grains nor grasses, nor to stock

raising, except in the eastern section.




The

“upper cross timber” begins on Red river, some thirty miles above the lower,

and is about the same width, running south through the middle of Montague

county, near the south line of which it breaks up, the eastern portion running

through Wise and Parker counties, while the western extends irregularly, and

frequently in patches and mots or small groves, through Jack, Young,

Palo Pinto and Erath, affording abundant timber (such as it is) to those

counties. This timber is, on the uplands, almost exclusively post-oak and

black-jack, and is short and scrubby. In the bottoms, pecan, ash, hackberry,

cotton-wood, etc., are common.




The

entire prairie east of the upper cross timber is a beautiful and very gently

rolling country, scarcely broken by rocks, stumps, gullies, or anything else

which could impede or interfere with the progress of gang-plows, reapers and

mowers, or any other agricultural labor-saving machinery, whether propelled by

steam or other power. Indeed, the cultivation of wheat has for years been done

by the use of such implements, propelled by horse or ox-power.




Near the

south line of Montague and Clay counties commence the “mountains,” which though

not so “stuck up” as their distant-relations, the Alleghany, Blue Ridge, Rocky

Mountains, etc., which hold their heads much higher, are still fully entitled

to the appellation of mountains; as, though only moderate hills in point of

altitude, they are mountains in character, with rocky precipices and ledges and

spurs, and abounding in the necessary number of wild beasts and rattlesnakes.

Many of these mountains are isolated mounds or cones, either perfect or

truncated, rising from a base of table land, on which, in many places, travel

by wagons is easy through the entire range to the level prairie on the other

side. Some of these hills and ridges are covered with timber, while others are

bald and bare. This range is from thirty to sixty miles wide, and extends

southwardly to near San Antonio, the cities of Austin and New-Braunfels being

on its eastern border; and the rivers of San Marcos, Guadalupe and San Antonio

break out from its base. But this is out of our present latitude. Between these

mountain ridges are many valleys of great fertility and beauty, some of them

large enough for farms of 640 acres, arable land, but most of them smaller.

Much of the prairie adjacent to this region is covered with stones, so as to

render it unfit for cultivation, but furnishes material for building and

fencing, which, in the absence of good timber, will be much used as the country

is settled. These mountains, further south, are covered with cedar in many

places, which is the most valuable fencing timber known. This mountain country

forms the western line of settlement along its whole extent.




II. EAST

TEXAS includes about twenty counties, lying between the Trinity river and the

State line on the east, and extends from the southern boundary of Northern

Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. This is the great timber region of the State.

Immense tracts are covered with the finest forests of pine, and other valuable

timber growths. The counties bordering on the coast, and as far inland as

Liberty, are generally flat, and considerable portions of this region are

prairie, and admirably adapted to stock raising. Numerous rivers and creeks

traverse all parts of East Texas. Many of these are navigable, and furnish

means of transporting their lumber to market. Further inland the surface

becomes, first gently undulating, and then hilly; but still heavily timbered,

and possessing a rich soil. During the early period in our history the red

lands, as they were called, in Nacogdoches, San Augustine and adjoining

counties, were considered equal to any in Texas.




III.

MIDDLE TEXAS lies below Northern Texas, and embraces all the territory to the

Gulf between the Trinity and Colorado rivers. It has some twenty-five counties.

This has been called the garden of Texas. For fertility, the alluvial bottom

lands of the Brazos, the Colorado and other rivers and creeks of this division,

have been compared to the delta of the Nile. The coast region is flat, and

stretches out into broad and beautiful prairies, intersected with a perfect

net-work of creeks and bayous, along which are skirts of valuable timber. In

the tier of counties bordering on the Gulf is found the best land for the

production of sugar in the State; while in the more rolling counties of the

interior, cotton is the staple product. This district has the two large

commercial cities of Galveston and Houston, and Austin, the State capital.




IV. WEST

TEXAS.—In common language, West Texas includes all west of the Colorado river;

but in this division we include the country between the Colorado at Austin on

the north-east, and Bexar county on the south-west; and the Colorado and San

Antonio rivers to the Gulf. This division has about twenty counties. It has

Indianola as a sea-port, and the old cities of Victoria, Goliad and San

Antonio. The physical features are very similar to those of Middle Texas,

already described.




V.

NORTH-WEST TEXAS.—This includes about forty counties lying north of Bexar, and

extending to the western line of Kimble county, and thence to the Red river,

including the county of Greer, and all eastward to North Texas. The general

description of the western division of Northern Texas answers as well for this

division. It is a region of vast extent, and inexhaustible, though as yet

undeveloped resources, mineral and agricultural. No portion of our great State

is filling up so rapidly, and no country on the globe offers greater

inducements to immigrants.




VI. SOUTH-WEST

TEXAS.—This includes all the country south of Crockett county, between the San

Antonio and Rio Grande rivers, to the Gulf; about twenty counties. Corpus

Christi and Brownsville are the principal cities. The following description of

this division is taken from the Texas Almanac of 1868. It is from the pen of

ex-Governor E. J. Davis, who was, for a number of years, judge of the

Brownsville district:




“A

sketch of the history, climate, topography and productions of that part of the

State termed South-western Texas, being the country between the Rio Grande and

San Antonio rivers, and south-east of the road from San Antonio to Eagle Pass,

on the Rio Grande, embracing about thirty thousand square miles, is what I

propose to give you.




“Its history

is not interesting. After the establishment of San Antonio, (named Bexar by the

Spaniards and Mexicans,) a great many years seems to have elapsed before any

permanent settlements were attempted in the country between that port and the

towns and garrisons of the Spaniards west of the Rio Grande. The first, I

believe, in point of time, was that of Barrego, who shortly before the middle

of last century planted a stock-raising hacienda at the place called ‘Dolores,’

on the Rio Grande, twenty-five miles below Laredo. He received at this place

from the King of Spain a large grant of lands, some seventy-five leagues. This

hacienda was afterward destroyed.




“In the

year 1757, the town of Laredo was founded. This place was a sort of “Presidio,”

where the citizens were armed occupants of the soil, and it proved the only

permanent settlement of the Spaniards on the lower Rio Grande. After the

establishment of Laredo, ranches and haciendas were gradually extended over the

country between the Nueces and Rio Grande, and during the first quarter of this

century very extensive herds of cattle and horses and flocks of sheep were

pastured on and between those rivers. The remains of the stone buildings and

the wells and water-tanks are still to be seen. The troublous times following

the attempts of the Mexican people to separate from Spain invited the savage

tribes of the North—which had been kept in better subjection under the system

adopted by old Spain than they have ever been since—to make raids upon the

frontier settlements. The Texas revolution and subsequent border warfare gave

the finishing touch to this country, and when our troops, under General Taylor,

marched from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande, in 1846, there was not an

inhabitant to be found between that river and the Nueces. It had the appearance

of a desert to the officers and soldiers of that army, unused as they were to

these treeless pampas. The herds of cattle and horses, left to take care of

themselves, had become wild, and greatly increased, and “mustangs,” grazed over

these plains in almost countless numbers.




“In the

year 1850, the re-population of this country fairly commenced. The ‘mustangs’

were killed or caught and tamed, and this ‘so-called’ desert has been steadily

filling with a hardy and active race of stock-raisers.




“The

climate of this country is very similar to that of the same longitude as far

north as Kansas and Colorado. It is decidedly an unfavorable climate for

agriculture, and unless some system can be devised for irrigation, the main dependance

must always be upon the flocks and herds. It is unseasonable, but this is not

so much for want of rain, because, on taking the average fall of rain for a

number of years through the district, it is shown that we have ample supplies

for all purposes, could they come at the right time and in proper quantities.

In the usual planting season of the year, from the first of January to the end

of May, we have our dry season. Often it happens that scarcely enough rain

falls during those months to ‘wet a pocket-handkerchief,’ while, on the other

hand, the torrents that are let down on us during the other months will give us

an average of twenty-five to thirty inches of water throughout the year. ‘When

it rains, it rains’ in this country; sometimes with a quantity and suddenness

only equalled, I suppose, in the mountains of California and Nevada. There are

no mountains, or even respectable hills, in Nueces county; yet several

instances have occurred of a flood of water rolling down a narrow ravine with

such rapidity as to take off a flock of sheep, and in one instance the shepherd

with it.




“If it

should ever be possible to utilize this water in some, as yet, undiscovered

way, this country would be the finest in the world. The climate, owing to the

dryness of the winter and spring, is as healthy as could be desired. Perhaps

something may be done by making tanks on a large scale, and thus collecting the

surplus rains for use in the dry seasons. One of these has been made by

Hipolito Garcia, the owner of the Hacienda called ‘Arendado,’ in Zapata county.

He has, by throwing a dam across a ravine, created quite an extensive lake,

capable not only of supplying water for his thousands of cattle, sheep and

horses, but of being used for irrigating purposes.




“But our

wet and dry seasons are not distinctly defined, nor are the rains equally

distributed over the whole of this region. Sometimes general rains fall during

the dry season; and on the other hand, it happens that we do not in the wet

season have the usual share. It is also noticed that more rain falls in the

neighborhood of the San Antonio valley, and near the Gulf coast. The rule is,

that less rain falls as you proceed north and west.




“In

other respects, our climate is such as might be expected in this latitude. While

it is exceedingly hot on the Rio Grande, the thermometer in summer sometimes

going up to 110° or even 114° in the shade, still a constant strong breeze and

invariably cool nights render the climate rather pleasant, even in the hottest

part of summer. Near the coast, the heat is very much tempered by the Gulf, and

at Corpus Christi or Brownsville, the heat rarely goes above 90 °.




“In some

respects the peculiarities of the surface of this district are singular. Near

the mouth of the San Antonio river, and thence down to Corpus Christi bay, we

have the usual low and flat ‘hog-wallow’ formation, which prevails generally

along the coast of Texas, at from ten to forty miles from salt water. At Corpus

Christi bay the high lands of the interior come down to the bay, and part of

the town of this name is built upon a bluff near fifty feet above the water

level. I believe this is the highest land anywhere on the Gulf coast within the

territories of the United States. About twenty miles southwest of Corpus

Christi commence the famous sands which border the Laguna Madre down to the

‘Sal Colorado.’ These sands are quite remarkable. Extending in a northwesterly

direction from the coast, they reach within twenty miles of the Rio Grande.

They lie across the country in a wedge shape, of which the base lies on the

Laguna. In many places these sands form bare hills, rising fifty to a hundred

feet above the surrounding grassy plains; and being of a light yellow color,

are landmarks of the country and visible at great distances. The sands have

evidently been formed by the prevalent southeasterly winds, which have blown

them across from Padre Island. Like similar formations in England and other

parts of the world, where history aids the observer in accounting for them, it

is likely that they constantly progress inland under the influence of the

south-east wind, and will probably reach or cross the Rio Grande in course of

time.




“After

we leave the sands, going towards the Rio Grande, we come into the alluvial

bottoms of that river. The Sal Colorado, which appears on the maps as a river,

is in reality an outlet of the Rio Grande during high water. The bottoms of

this river are, on the west side, from thirty to sixty miles wide as low down

as Brownsville. They decrease gradually up to Edinburgh, ninety miles from the

coast, (in a straight line,) where the first hills come to the river.




“This

district, after leaving the coast-country just described, becomes rolling and

gradually hilly. On the extreme north-west, it borders on the outlying hills or

mountains of the ‘Staked Plain,’ (Llano Estacado,) but within its limits there

are no very high elevations, though the general level of the north-western part

is nearly one thousand feet above the sea. There is a distinctly marked range

of hills crossing the territory from north-east to south-west, which deserves

special notice, not only because it presents an interesting natural feature of

the country, but because of the indications of valuable minerals found in the

range, of which more will be said hereafter. This range commences in the

western side of Karnes county, at the place called ‘Rocky.’ It passes across

the Nueces a short distance above Oakville, and strikes the Rio Grande a few

miles below Carriza, in Zapata county. The ‘Zancajo’ hill (or mountain) in

Duval county is part of the range; and in the southern part of that county, and

in Zapata county, it presents quite a marked feature, and is called by the

Mexicans ‘La Sierra.’




“On the

Rio Grande, from the commencement of the hills, the country is much more broken

than anywhere east of it. From Rio Grande City (Ringgold) up to Eagle Pass, as

your road winds along the river, high mountains, the offshoots of the Sierra

Madre of Mexico, are never out of sight on the western horizon.




“As was

said at the beginning, this is not an agricultural region. In nothing is the

increasing dryness of the climate, as you proceed west and south, more

noticeable than in the growth of vegetation. The cyprus, magnolia, dog-wood,

and other trees of a moist and temperate climate, common in Eastern Texas,

pretty much disappear on the Colorado. The pine reaches the river near Bastrop,

and the cedar is seen on the hills north of San Antonio. But none of these

trees are found in the country I am describing. Post-oaks and live-oaks are

found between the San Antonio and Nueces rivers, and the latter is common in

the ‘Sands’ south of Corpus Christi, but they go no further southwest. I

believe the only trees on the Rio Grande which are indigenous to Eastern Texas

are the ash, elm, cotton-wood and hackberry. The eastern man who goes southwest

will find another system of vegetation gradually supplanting that to which he

has been accustomed. The mesquite-tree, which in the desert can send its roots

far down in search of moisture, with its bright pea-green leaves, becomes a

prominent feature of the landscape. The ‘Spanish Bayonet,’ an endless variety

of the cactus, and a dozen or more species of scrubby, thorny shrubs, known

under the general designation of ‘chaparral’ the products of a climate of great

droughts, form in many parts an almost impenetrable jungle. On the Rio Grande

the ebony tree becomes common, and is a handsome tree when full grown. There is

also found a very ornamental and graceful tree called the ‘Tepajuaque,’ which

is nowhere found north of the Rio Grande valley.
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“All the

trees and vegetation, and even the native animals, birds, and insects, seem

especially adapted to a dry climate.




“But if

this country is too dry for planting purposes we are compensated in another

way. Many years’ experience has shown that Texas is the best stock-raising

State of the Union, and for the same business this country is certainly the

best part of Texas. The very dryness of the climate, in preventing the growth

of trees to shade the soil, enables fine and nutritious grasses to abound. It

is the paradise of horses, sheep, and cattle. I have spoken of the numbers of

cattle and horses that formerly ran wild under the name of ‘mustangs.’ There is

little doubt that the present numbers of tame animals are even greater; but

still there is room for more, and probably South-western Texas will alone one

day export a half-million of beeves. Of the health and fecundity of the sheep,

an instance within the knowledge of the writer will give a fair idea. A friend

living in Webb county commenced raising sheep with two hundred and fifty ewes

in the winter of 1854–55. In the year 1860 he sold out three thousand head, the

result of this flock. He followed the Mexican plan of breeding twice a year.




“In so

extensive a region it is reasonable to presume that valuable mines must exist.

However, very little scientific investigation has yet been made, and therefore

little is known of this—perhaps less even than of other regions not so near the

centres of civilization.




“On the

Rio Grande it is well known that several beds of coal, of an inferior quality, exist,

and have been worked. It is reported that extensive beds of coal (equal to

cannel) have recently been discovered on the Nueces river. The locality of

these beds has not been divulged, but the report has it that they are situated

at from one hundred to one hundred and forty miles from Corpus Christi.




“In the

range of hills called ‘La Sierra,’ of which I have made mention, indications of

silver and lead have been found in several places. The writer has in his

possession a very rich specimen of lead ore which was found in this range,

about eighty miles from Corpus Christi. If it should develop that there are

indications of silver or lead in sufficient quantities to pay for the working,

their proximity to a sea-port will be an important consideration. I believe

that neither silver nor lead has anywhere else within the United States been

found so near the coast.




“I

suppose most people in Texas are aware of the great natural salt-works along

the margin of Corpus Christi bay and Laguna Madre. During the late war, Texas

was altogether supplied from here. The Laguna Madre (so called by the Mexicans

because of the many smaller lagunas that open up into the interior from it,) as

it will be seen from the map, is a bay between Padre Island (so named from ‘El

Padre Balli,’ who owned a rancho on it in ante-Texas times) and the main-land.

This laguna is about one hundred and twenty miles long and from three to six

miles broad, and very shallow, not averaging more than eighteen inches deep. In

the spring and summer months the prevalent winds drive the water of the Gulf in

a steady current up the laguna from south to north. Passing over this long and

shallow flat, under a burning sun, the water evaporates rapidly, and when it

reaches the northern part of the laguna, it is intensely salt. From the mother

laguna the winds drive this salt water slowly up the innumerable smaller

lagunas that make up from it into the main-land. These are generally from three

to six inches deep, and in many instances very broad. Here the evaporation

continues, and during the dry weather of spring and summer the salt crystalizes

and settles on the bottom in great abundance. Nature seems to have provided

here, on her usual gigantic scale, works for the making of salt by solar

evaporation. The process, as will be perceived, is a good deal the same that

men have adopted on the coast of France, Key West, Turk's Island, etc., to

procure salt from the same source. The quantity that can be raked up in this

locality during the summer varies according to the depth of fall rain. Some

seasons it will form about as fast as it can be raked, and the quantity is only

to be limited by the capacity for gathering it. To speak within carefully

considered bounds, I believe that in an average dry season ten millions

of bushels can be collected within fifty miles of navigation on Corpus Christi

bay, and that it can, at present prices of labor, be placed on navigation at

ten cents per bushel.




“Besides

these lagunas, there are some salt lakes and ponds between the Nueces and Rio

Grande, which are not connected with the Gulf. The most noted of these is the

celebrated “Sal del Rey,” (Salt of the King, so called because of the laws of

Spain giving salines to the king,) in Hidalgo county, about thirty-five miles

from the Rio Grande, and sixty miles from Brownsville. The salt in this, and

probably the other lakes of the sort, seems to come from the earth in springs.

The “Sal del Rey” has been a favorite resort of the Mexicans for salt. It has

for several generations supplied the greater part of Northern Mexico with that

article, and is apparently inexhaustible. The lake is about three miles in

circumference.”




VII. THE

MINERAL REGION.—The large scope of country composed of the counties of

Crockett, Tom Green, Pecos, Presidio, and El Paso, has been denominated the

mineral region of Texas; though as yet its mineral wealth lies undeveloped in

the mines. We give a description of this with the following.




VIII.

THE PAN HANDLE, OR STAKED PLAINS, lies north of Tom Green county and between

New Mexico and the Indian Territory. The Legislature of 1875 laid out and gave

names to fifty-four counties in this region. In the early maps of North

America, a vast region in the heart of the continent was designated as the

“Great American Desert.” That great desert has steadily retreated before the

advancing tide of population. The southern rim of it reached Texas. It is

conjectured that in 1834, when the fathers from Santa Fe visited San Saba to

establish a fort and mission, they set up stakes, with buffalo heads on them,

so that others might follow their route. This gave the name of Llano

Estacado to the plateau crossed. In the map prepared for Yoakum's history

of Texas, and published by Redfield in 1856, there is this note: “From the head

waters of the Red Brazos and Colorado rivers to the Rio Pecos is a desolate and

sterile plain from 100 to 200 miles in width, elevated about 4,500 feet above

the Gulf of Mexico, without water or timber and with a scanty vegetation.”

Notwithstanding this is described as such an arid region, all the great rivers,

from the Canadian on the north to the Pecos and Rio Grande on the south, have

their sources in springs found in canons penetrating this plateau; or from

underground streams, from the same source, issuing out at the surface, as at

San Marcos, San Antonio and other points. Since the close of the Civil War this

region of country has been penetrated by buffalo hunters, and by parties of

soldiers in pursuit of Indians. The best and most reliable description yet

given to the public is found in the report of Lieutenant-Colonel W. B. Shafter,

who, in 1875 made a pretty thorough reconnoissance of the hitherto terra

incognita. Colonel Shafter started from Fort Concho, in Tom Green county,

two hundred and fifteen miles north-west of San Antonio. We copy from his

report:




“Commencing

at Fort Concho, the valley of North Concho for sixty miles is well adapted to

grazing, having sufficient wood for all necessary purposes and good running

water the entire distance.




“Rendlebrock's

spring, twenty-five miles north of the North Concho and sixty-five miles from

the post, is a large spring of running water, and in the country about it there

are large mesquite flats, well timbered, with plenty of grass, and good shelter

for stock in the winter.




“The

wagon road to Fresh Fork of Brazos, via Rendlebrock's spring, leaves the

North Concho forty-two miles above the post of Concho, crossing to the valleys

running into the Colorado.




“From Rendlebrock's

spring, to where the wagon road strikes the Fresh Fork of the Brazos, the

country passed through is slightly rolling, covered with excellent grass,

considerable mesquite timber of small growth, (from six to twelve feet high),

and having several streams and springs of good water, with one or two (the

Brazos and Double Mountain Fork) salty at the point where crossed by the road,

though both are fresh near their heads. The canon of the Fresh Fork of the

Brazos is nearly fifty miles in length and from one-half to two and a half

miles wide, through which flows a stream of excellent water the whole distance.

After reaching the plains, the water is good for about twenty-five miles and

then becomes salty at its junction with the Brazos. The grass in all the region

of the country is excellent, and sufficient wood for fuel is easily obtained. I

believe that corn could be grown the whole length of the canon without

irrigation, except in unusually dry seasons.




“From

about half way up the canon the road crosses to the head of Double Mountain

Fork of the Brazos, which flows through a canon similar to that of the Fresh

Fork, parallel with it and about thirty miles distant, and extends about the

same distance into the plains.




“The

country between these streams is high table land, with scarcely any timber and

but few mesquite roots. Large circular depressions, filled with water for part

of the year, occur frequently, and the whole country is covered with luxuriant

grass, affording pasturage for immense herds of buffalo, and would be

sufficient to maintain thousands of cattle and horses that could water, when

the rainwater holes dried up, in the Fresh and Double Mountain Forks of the

Brazos.




“From

the head of Double Mountain Fork to Casa Amarilla the distance is forty-two

miles, almost due west, the country being similar in all respects to that just

described. Casa Amarilla is a large alkali and salt lake, of from one-half to

three-quarters of a mile in width and about three in length, situated in a

depression of the plains and draining the country for several miles in all

directions. There are two dug springs at the base of the bluff on the southern

side, and about a half mile further south, at the head of a ravine, a large

tank of fresh water that I believe is fed from springs, as I could not perceive

any dimunition in it after using it for two days with my whole command. Six

miles directly north of this lake are some large pools of living water, with

plenty of wood. This would be an excellent place for sheep or horses.
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“Six

miles west of Casa Amarilla is a large alkali lake, circular in form, about

three-fourths of a mile in diameter, having some fine large springs in the

bank, good grass, but no timber or roots. This lake is called by the Mexicans

‘Quemas,’ and is supposed to be very near the line of Texas and New Mexico.




“The

trail from Quemas to the Pecos (twenty miles above mouth of Azul, in New Mexico)

passes for about twenty miles over high table land, with occasional rainwater

holes, then about twenty of deep sand, then forty-seven of high hard prairie,

without water but covered with luxuriant grass, then twenty of very heavy sand,

and about twenty of hard, high rolling country bordering the Pecos.




“From

this point, on the Pecos to Horsehead crossing, the distance is 157 miles, the

wagon road keeping near the river. The country bordering on the Pecos for

several miles has only tolerable grass, and the bluffs are covered with sharp

flint rocks, with considerable small growth of brush and Spanish daggers.




“From

Pecos Falls to lower end of White Sand Hills the distance is about twenty

miles, a little east of north, one-half the distance hard prairie and the

balance heavy sand.




“The

White Sand Hills consist of a range of low hills of very white sand, without

vegetation, and almost impassable, except for horses; at least double teams

would be required to draw lightly loaded wagons through them. They present,

from the distance of a few miles, the appearance of hills covered with snow.

They extend northwest and southeast for about twenty-five miles and are almost

five miles in width, the south end distant from the Pecos about twenty miles,

the north end about forty at the nearest point. Water in almost unlimited

quantity can be had by digging in the small depressions at the bases of the

hills at a depth of two to four feet.




“I have

twice visited these sand hills this summer, and once in 1871, and every time found

considerable water on the surface. There are also quite large willows and

cottonwood trees growing in them, a sure indication of living water. The

country east of the sand hills to Mustang and Sulphur Springs, distant sixty

miles, is high rolling prairie, covered with fine grass, has no known living

water, but abundance during the rainy season, in small lakes.




“From

the head of the North Concho two large wagon roads into the plains have been

made by my command, one going up the right-hand valley to Big Spring, thence via

Sulphur Springs, Tobacco creek, and head of Colorado (Moo-cho-ko-way) to Cuates

and head of Double Mountain Fork of Brazos; the other takes the left hand

valley and goes via Mustang Springs to Five Wells, Laguna Sabinas and

Laguna Cuates.




“From

Five Wells there are two wagon roads to Monument Spring, in New Mexico, and one

from there to Dug Spring, twenty miles due south and thirty-two miles from the

Pecos.




“From

head of North Concho to Big Spring the distance is thirty miles, country hard

rolling prairie, road hard. Big Spring is a very large spring of excellent

water, situated in a rocky gorge between two very high hills. Considerable

mesquite timber in the vicinity, and plenty of excellent stone for building.




“Sulphur

Springs lies thirty miles nearly west from Big Spring, country rolling, except

five or six miles of quite heavy sand, water excellent, and, as at Big Spring,

in inexhaustible quantities by any amount of stock that can be fed within reach

of them. At this point the road turns almost due north, and passes through a

magnificent grazing country for twenty miles to Tobacco creek; this is a small

stream of but few miles in length, rising in the edge of the plains, near where

the road strikes it, and running nearly east. Two miles farther north is

another large branch, and from there on for twenty miles there are several

small running streams and springs, one of them being the head of the

Colorado—these streams forming what is known as the Moo-cho-ko-way country. The

water is excellent and inexhaustible; considerable mesquite timber—sufficient

for all necessary purposes of settlers, and stone convenient for building. All

of the valleys through which streams flow can be irrigated to some extent. I do

not think there is any doubt but corn could be raised without irrigation nearly

every year. As a grazing country it is unsurpassed by any portion of Western

Texas from the Gulf to New Mexico and Indian Territory.




“From

the head of Colorado to Laguna Cuates is thirty miles, over a high slightly

rolling hard prairie covered with good grass, but very little wood above ground

and mesquite roots scarce. During the rainy season there are many large lakes

of water




“Laguna

Cuates are two large very salt lakes situated in a depression of the plains;

they are, together, about three miles long and one and one-half wide. Near the

edges of them are several springs of good water. At this place I dug two large

holes in the bank, about twelve or fifteen feet square, which soon filled to a

depth of two or three feet. By digging I do not think there is any reasonable

limit to the water that could be obtained.




“Laguna

Blanco is a similar lake, eight miles east of Cuates, having also fresh water

springs.




“Six

miles south of Cuates are two lakes, separated but a few hundred yards, the one

very salty and the other fresh, both evidently never going dry.




“About

all these lakes there are great quantities of mesquite roots, sufficient to

furnish fuel for any population the country could support.




“From

Cuates to head of Double Mountain Fork the distance is thirty-two miles, nearly

due north, country high hard rolling prairie.




“Taking

the left hand valley, two miles above head water on the North Concho, a large

wagon road leads due west, over rolling hard prairie, to Mustang Springs,

distant forty-two miles. Six and a half miles further west, and on the wagon

road, are several other springs. The water at both these places is in great

abundance, hundreds of buffalo watering at them daily, not exhausting them.

Plenty of mesquite roots for fuel, and good grass and shelter in ravines.




“From

Upper Mustang Springs to Five Wells the distance is thirty-four miles,

northwest, over a high level prairie, with numerous large sink holes, or ponds,

filled for several months in the year with water.




“The

Five Wells are situated in a ravine about one-eighth to one-half of a mile in

width; the length is not known. It was examined for several miles each way without

finding any other water, except a few small salt lakes. These wells are within

a few yards of each other, are about six or eight feet deep and from four to

ten feet in diameter, with three to four feet of water. Watering about five

hundred animals for three days did not, apparently, at all diminish the water;

grass excellent and plenty of shelter for stock in ravines; mesquite roots for

fuel not very large or abundant.




“Laguna

Sabinas, thirty-two miles due north from Five wells, is an alkili or salt lake,

nearly six miles long and four wide, with plenty of good water in numerous

wells or rather dug springs in a ravine at the north end, and several

large wells at the south end, of slightly brackish water but fit for use of men

and animals. Water can be found by digging anywhere near the edge of the lake;

grass in vicinity excellent, and plenty of wood (roots).




“From

the north end of the lake are two large wagon roads, one going nearly due east

to head of Tobacco creek, distant thirty-five miles. About five miles of the

road heavy sand, the balance high hard prairie. The left hand road runs nearly

northeast thirty-two miles to Laguna Cuates, high prairie and sand about

equally distributed at intervals of three or four miles. About the bluffs of

Laguna Sabinas are found a few small cedars; stone for building in the bluffs.




“From

the Five Wells there are two wagon roads, one running a little south of west,

the other a little north, to Monument Spring, in New Mexico, distant by the

left hand road sixty-three miles and by the right sixty-six; the latter being

the preferable route on account of less sand and much better water. By the left

hand road it is all heavy sand, except three short stretches, of a couple of

miles each, to an alkali lake, distant from Five Wells thirty-six miles. This

lake is situated in a depression of the prairie with hard ground all around it,

extending several miles on the south and west; water permanent and, though

quite strongly alkali, can be used from holes dug in the bank; better water is

obtained, though none of it is good. Grass excellent and very luxuriant; wood

(roots) in abundance. The lake is circular in form and one-eighth of a mile in

diameter. From this lake to Monument Spring, distant twenty-seven miles, the

country is rolling, about half hard prairie, the balance light sand.




“By the

right hand road, going west from Five Wells, the distance to the first of

Ward's wells is twenty-four miles, about sixteen of it heavy sand, the rest

hard. These wells are situated in a ravine (from one-fourth to three-fourths of

a mile in width) or narrow valley, extending northwest and southeast, through

the centre of the plains, for at least fifty miles, bordered on each side by

from one to three miles of hard prairie, making a strip of prairie from two to

six miles in width. There are about fifty of these wells, in the first valley,

in a space of one and one-half miles. Wells are from four feet deep at the

western end to fifteen at the eastern, and having from two to four feet of

water, of excellent quality and affording water for several thousand horses or

cattle. Grass excellent, and wood (roots) in abundance.




“Three

and one-half miles on the road, west of the first wells, in a similar ravine

which joins the long one, are found about twenty more wells, and two miles

south, in a third ravine, are several more; these last are off the road about a

mile. This appears to have been a favorite resort of Indians, as shown by

deeply worn trails, old lodges and heads of cattle. No sign of buffalo so far

west as this, the line of sand from a few miles south of Quemas to Laguna Rico

and Sabinas and thence through Five Wells and Mustang Springs to head of Main

Concho being their western limit.




“From

the second spring, to Monument Spring, distant thirty-seven miles, a little

south of west, the road runs most of the way over rolling prairie, with about

fifteen miles of not very heavy sand.




“Monument

Spring is so named from a monument I had built on a hill southwest and one and

one-fourth miles distant from the spring. This monument is of nearly white

stone, about eight feet in diameter at the base, four at the top, and seven and

one-half feet high. It can be seen for several miles in all directions.




“Monument

Spring is a very large spring of excellent water, furnishing enough for several

thousand head of horses. The country to the north is, for fifty miles, hard

high prairie, to the south and west sandy; grass, in all directions, of

luxuriant growth, of the finest quality found on the plains; wood abundant (roots)

for fuel, and good building stone in the hills near by (limestone).




“Twenty

miles due south is Dug springs, three in number, situated in a small valley of

salty grass. The wells are a few yards apart, about six feet deep and four in

diameter, having a depth of three or four feet of water and furnishing enough

for about one thousand horses per day. My command, of about three hundred

animals, watering all at one time soon exhausted the springs, but in an hour or

two they were full again. Plenty of wood in this vicinity, and tolerable good

grass close by; within easy grazing distance it was excellent.




“From

Dug springs to the Pecos the distance is about thirty-two miles, one-half of

the way heavy sand and the rest hard rolling hills. There is no wagon road to

the Pecos, but a very plain and deeply worn Indian trail, running almost due

west until near the Pecos, when it turns southwest, striking that stream just

above the mouth of the Azul or Blue river, at a shallow, rock-bottom crossing,

where the water in ordinary stages is not over fifteen inches deep.




“From

Mustang Springs to Centralia the distance is fifty-four miles, without water on

the trail of Lieutenant Geddes, except one salt lake thirty-five miles north

and twenty-five west of Central station. At this lake water might be found by

digging. Southeast of Central station, and eighteen miles from it, a fine

spring of water, hitherto unknown, was found by Lieutenant Geddes, which will,

undoubtedly, cause a change in the road across the plains to the Pecos. From

this spring to Howard's wells and the Pecos the country has never been scouted;

on the trail followed by Lieutenant Geddes no other permanent water was found

until he reached Howard's wells, on the San Antonio road. From this point west

to the Rio Grande the country is least known of any in this Department and is

the most difficult to scout in, as it has, so far, been found impossible to

take wagons along; and from the country being cut up by very deep and rocky

ravines and all the hills covered with a kind of miniature Spanish dagger,

making it very difficult and painful traveling for horses. There is,

undoubtedly, plenty of water, and this country has always been a favorite

resort for the Apaches and Lipans. Lieutenant Geddes discovered several good

springs of water on his trail and reports that his command did not suffer at

all from want of water. My experience, father west and near the Rio Grande, was

the same in the fall of 1871, when I was, at no time, more than a half day

without water, either in springs or rock tanks.




“The

various scouts have shown how easily the plains can be traversed, in almost any

direction, and to all the large watering places there are plain wagon roads

that will show for years.”
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SCENE ON

BRAZOS RIVER, NEAR MARLIN. 


















 CHAPTER III.




 




 TEXAS RIVERS: THEIR NAMES—WHAT STREAMS ARE

NAVIGABLE—DEPTH OF BARS; INLAND NAVIGATION—WATER SUPPLY—ARTESIAN WELLS—WATER

POWER.




BEGINNING

at the northern, or northeastern boundary of the State, Red river, Big Cypress

and Lake Soda are navigable during the rainy seasons, and a regular trade is

carried on upon these with New Orleans. On the old Spanish maps the Red river

is called Naucdoches, from an Indian tribe on its banks.




The

Sabine is the eastern boundary of Texas from the Gulf of Mexico to the 32d

parallel of latitude. It has at its mouth a depth of from five to seven feet of

water; but such is the nature of the bottom that it could very easily be

deepened to a much greater depth, and this is now being done by the General

Government. It is navigable during portions of the year for a distanee of three

hundred miles from its mouth. It was called by the Spaniards, Adaes, after an

Indian tribe. In 1718, De Alarconne, in his controversy with La Harpe, calls it

Rio de San Francisco de Sabinas. (Sabine means juniper tree.)




The

Angelina and Neches rivers enter Sabine lake. Boats ascend the former some 400 miles

during the wet season; and the latter about 250 to Thouvennin landing.




Trinity.

The Indian name of this river was Arkokisa; a corruption from Orquisaco, an

Indian tribe, Lasalle called it the river of canoes, because he had to procure

canoes from the Indians to cross the swollen stream. It empties into Galveston

bay, and has a depth of three feet at its mouth. Steamboats have ascended it

900 miles to Dallas.




San

Jacinto (Hyacinth) river forms a junction with Buffalo Bayou at Lynchburg, and

empties into Galveston bay. Buffalo Bayou is navigable to Houston, ninety miles

from Galveston. In 1876, Red Fish and other bars were deepened, and boats

drawing from six to eight feet, now ascend the bayou to Clinton, six miles

below Houston.




The

outer bar at Galveston has a depth of water varying from ten to thirteen feet,

which is being increased by a system of jetties made by gabions.




The

Brazos has from five to eight feet at its mouth. Boats have ascended 600 miles

to the falls, near Marlin. In 1854 a canal was cut from near the mouth of the

river into Galveston bay. If tradition is to be credited, the Spaniards gave

the name of Colorado to this river; but the names were interchanged. The

Indians called it Tockonhono. In crossing this stream La Salle lost one of his

men, supposed to have been seized by an alligator, and he gave it the name of Malion.




The San

Bernard has a shallow entrance, but it is navigable for twenty or thirty miles.




Old

Caney Creek has been navigated some seventy miles. In 1864 a channel was opened

from near its mouth into Matagorda bay.




A bar at

the mouth of the Colorado, and a raft in the channel, interfere with its

navigation. In 1847, a steamboat built above the raft ascended the river 600

miles, to the falls above Austin. The Indian name was Pashohono. Tradition says

a party of Spanish adventures, after nearly perishing for water, came suddenly

upon this stream and called it Brazos de Dios (Arm of God). Lasalle called it

the River of Canes, from the quantity of cane upon its bank. It flows into

Matagorda bay.




The

Navidad was called by Lasalle Prince's River, and its confluent, River of

Beeves (Lavaca, or Cow), is navigable thirty miles to Texana. It empties

through Lavaca bay into Matagorda bay. Pass Cavallo is the outlet of Matagorda

bay, and has a depth on the bar of from eight to eleven feet. Bellin's map, in

1750, gives eighteen feet on the bar, up to Dog Island.




The

Guadalupe river is shallow at its mouth, where it enters Espiritu Santo bay. It

has been navigated seventy miles to Victoria. In old maps this bears the name

of its principal affluent, the San Marcos. Its principal western branch is the

San Antonio, which is sometimes called the Medina, one of its tributaries.




The

Nueces (Nuts) river is navigable for small vessels up to the neighborhood of

San Patricio. Aransas Pass has a depth of from six to ten feet. In 1874 the

Corpus Christi ship channel was opened, permitting steam-ships to reach the

wharf at Corpus Christi.




The Rio

Grande, which forms the boundary between Texas and Mexico, is navigable 500

miles to Comargo. This stream has three names. At Santa Fe it is called the Del

Norte; and at Reinosa the Rio Bravo. There is a depth of from four to five feet

at its mouth; but the principal shipping point is through the pass at Brazos St.

Jago, which has a depth of from six to nine feet.




The

following estimate, made by a competent engineer, shows with what ease and at

how small a cost inland communication might be opened along the entire coast of

Texas:




From Rio

Grande river into waters connected with Point Isabel, one mile solid digging;

from thence through the Laguna del Madre into Corpus Christi Bay, 100 miles

with three feet depth of water; from thence into Aransas Bay, sixteen miles,

with an average depth of three feet water; from thence to Matagorda Bay,

forty-eight miles, good for six feet water; thence through Matagorda Bay to

Caney Creek, forty-five miles, eight feet depth of water; from Caney Creek,

seven miles solid digging, into San Bernard lake and river; from San Bernard river

to Brazos river, ten miles solid digging; thence through canal and West Bay

into Galveston Bay, thirty miles, with four feet depth of water; thence through

Galveston Bay and through East Bay to East Bay bayou, with from six to nine

feet water for twenty miles, and the last five miles three feet water and soft

mud, making in all twenty-five miles; from thence through East Bay and Elm

Bayous, ten miles; thence seventeen miles solid digging to Taylor's Bayou down

which to Sabine Lake, eight miles.




WATER

SUPPLY.—A good portion of Texas has an abundance of springs and living streams

of water; and in most places in the State good water can be obtained at a depth

varying from fifteen to one hundred feet. But in others where water can not be

had by digging, or when it is unsuitable for use, owing to mineral substances

with which it is impregnated, a water supply is secured by tanks. A dam is

thrown across a ravine having a moderate fall, and the earth is scraped out

down to the hard clay. Large reservoirs are thus constructed, and filled by the

rains, which being protected from stock, furnish an abundant supbly of good

fresh water.




ARTESIAN

WELLS.—The scarcity of water in Western Texas induced the United States

Congress, in 1856, to make an appropriation of $100,000 for boring artesian

wells in the arid region between the Nueces and Rio Grande rivers. Lieutenant

John Pope was detailed to execute the work of boring. At one of the wells, good

water was found at the depth of a little over two hundred feet; but it did not

rise to the surface. On the Pecos river a well was bored eleven hundred feet,

but without success. At Corpus Christi water flowed to the surface, but it was

unsuitable for use. In 1858 a well was commenced on the Capitol Hill, at

Austin. At the depth of twelve hundred feet a weak stream rose to the surface

and flowed off. Like the stream at Corpus Christi, this was so impregnated with

mineral substances as to be useless. In 1873 some obstructions occurred and the

water ceased to flow. Near Terrell, in Kaufman county, a number of wells have

been dug of only ordinary depth, and the water rises to the surface. A few

miles from Fort Worth a well was bored to the depth of four hundred and fifty

feet; at which a great abundance of water was found, which rose to within about

twelve or fifteen feet of the surface. There is an artesian well near Graham,

Young county, only one hundred and ninety-seven feet deep. A bold stream flows

out from the top.




RAINS.—As

a general rule the more western counties of the State are most liable to suffer

from drouth. But experience has shown that this objection is becoming less from

year to year, as the country becomes more settled and more under cultivation.

The prairie fires that formerly so often swept over the western plains, destroying

every shrub and preventing the growth of timber, have become far less frequent

and confined to comparatively narrow limits. Hence there are now thousands of

acres in nearly all the western counties growing up in mesquite and various

kinds of timber, where a few years ago there was not a shrub to be seen. This

growth of timber is believed to be one principal cause for the more regular

falls of rain, for in all parts of the world the growth of timber has long been

recognized to have this effect, and in many countries the growth of forest

trees has been encouraged by government as a means to secure the more regular

fall of rain. To this cause is generally attributed the fact that the counties

on the San Antonio river, and others in the west, are now far more exempt from

drouths than formerly; and it is now believed by many that the crops there are

no more liable to suffer from too little rain than they are from too much in

most of the States. In all other parts of Texas the seasons of rain are much

the same as in other States, and crops are liable to as few casualties as in

any other part of the world. In one respect Texas has an advantage over any

country we have seen, for as a general rule deep plowing and early planting

will secure fair crops in nearly all parts of the State with very little rain,

and sometimes with none at all. This advantage is owing to the fact that our

planting season commences a month or two earlier than in other States on

account of our mild winter, and also to the fact that our soil has nearly

everywhere a substratum of clay and is very retentive of moisture with deep

plowing.




WATER

POWER.—Comparatively little use has, as yet, been made of the immense water

power of Texas. It is true that but few sites suitable for mills and machinery

are found on the sluggish streams in the low, flat country. There are some good

locations on the head waters of the tributaries of the Trinity and San Jacinto

rivers. Millsites may be found in almost all the rolling counties of Texas,

where almost all of the small streams have them. Many are found in Bell county,

on the tributaries of Little river, and at such springs as Salado. An article

in an old almanac describes the water power of West Texas:




“Beginning

with the Colorado, we find it having a fall of six hundred and fifty feet from

Austin to the coast. Between those points there are many places where its power

may be made available by the judicious employment of capital. This is

particularly the case at Columbus, where the river, at its approach to town,

makes a bend, and after running round several miles, returns to the lower part

of the town, leaving a comparatively narrow neck between the two points. A

suitable dam to turn the water into a canal, would give a large fall at its

entrance into the river. At some future time Columbus will be largely engaged

in profitable manufacturing. I am not familiar with the topography of the river

from that point to Austin, but the probability is that there are many other

available localities for machinery. From Austin to the head of the river, and

its tributaries which flow through the mountains, many admirable sites for

machinery are found.




“Passing

west from the Colorado we come to the San Marcos. It is formed by an immense

spring at the town of San Marcos, where the water gushes out of the mountain

from several springs, forming a volume constituting a considerable river. Near

the spring there is a fine site for machinery. The falls continue for fifteen

or twenty miles, affording many fine mill sites.




“From

Gonzales, where the San Marcos enters into the Guadalupe, up to Seguin, there

are several points on the river capable of being made available for machinery;

but from Seguin up to the head of the river, and especially from Seguin to New

Braunfels, we have a magnificent water power. At Seguin commences a series of

falls of from two to nine or ten feet perpendicular height. Between the two

points, a distance of fifteen miles, there is a descent of eighty feet. Nearly

all of these falls, which occur at intervals of from one to three miles, may be

utilized. At Braunfels, where the Comal Spring issues from the mountain in a

volume sufficient to form a considerable river, there is a water power easily

commanded sufficient to make it a second Lowell. From that point to the head of

the river, there is a large amount of fine and available water power.




“Still

further west we come to the San Antonio river, another permanent current stream

abounding in valuable mill and factory sites. Beginning at the town of Goliad,

there is a fall or rapid, where the river passes over a rocky formation,

presenting a fine site for machinery. Goliad is forty or fifty miles from the

coast. From that point to Colonel Skyles’ place, below the Conchester crossing

of the river, in the upper part of Karnes county, there are available points

where the water power may be used to advantage. From the lower part of Colonel

Skyles’ place to the Conchester crossing, a distance of three miles, there is a

fall of about thirty feet. There are, besides some rapids, three several falls;

one perpendicular of six or eight feet; the other two are slopes, and would

require a low dam to control the waters, and are, one eight and the other

eleven feet high. They are formed by beds of sandstone of excellent quality,

The stone is in layers of convenient thickness for quarrying, and in

inexhaustible quantity. Nature seems to have designed the locality for an

immense manufacturing city. From that point to San Antonio there are various

sites for machinery. Still further west, the head waters of the Neuces, Frio

and other streams rising in the mountains afford ample power for large

factories. These streams extend to the Rio Grande.
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 CHAPTER IV.




 




 MOUNTAINS—ALTITUDES—MINERALS—COPPER, LEAD,

IRON, SILVER, COAL, ETC.—GUANO IN BAT CAVES.




MOUNTAINS.—In

the old maps a good many mountains were laid down; as the Tehuacana, in Lime stone

county; Colorado Mountains, above Austin; Guadalupe Mountains, in Kerr county;

Pack Saddle and other peaks, in Llano county; and other elevations, dignified

with the name of mountains. Later maps still mark some peaks as mountains; as

Double Mountain, at the northwest corner of Jones county; the White Sand Hills,

in Tom Green county; Chenati and some other peaks, in Presidio county; and

Eagle Mountains, in El Paso county. The mountains of Texas, in a mountainous

country, would be called hills, though some of them rise to a respectable

height.




Thousands

of invalids annually visit Texas for their health. To such, the question of

altitude is one of considerable importance; and we give the altitudes of

leading points in different parts of the State. But we will state, that even

the flat, coast region is so swept by delightful sea-breezes that it is

pleasant and healthy. But as we penetrate the interior, and gain a greater

altitude, the atmosphere becomes more pure and stimulating. The highest spurs

of what is called the Guadalupe range are about 5,000 feet above the sea level.




Red

river, at the mouth of the Big Wichita, has an elevation of about 900 feet; San

Antonio, 600 feet; Austin, 600; Castroville, 767; Fort Duncan, 800; Fort

Lincoln, 900; Fort Inge, 845; Fort Clark, 1,000; Round Rock, 1,145; Fort

Chadburn, 2,120; Phantom Hill, 2,300; Fredricksburg 1,500; Valley of the Pecos

2,350; Jacksboro, 2,000; El Paso, 3,750; highest point on the San Antonio and

El Paso road, 5,765; Llano Estacada, about 2,400; Fort Worth 629; Dallas 481

feet.




MINERALS.—So

far as the geological surveys of Texas have been very meager and superficial.

The office of State Geologist was created in 1858. In 1859, B. F. Shumard

commenced operations, as State Geologist; but was superseded in that office the

next year by Dr. Francis Moore, Jr., who had hardly commenced field-work when

the war broke up his operations. John W. Glenn held the office for a short time

in 1873; and S. B. Buckley, in 1874. The following summary is from the pen of Prof.

A. R. Rossler, who was assistant geologist under Dr. Shumard.




“COPPER—Copper,

covering $$ it does a large area of country, is almost inexhaustible, and will

afford a vast fund of wealth for generations to come. A large portion of the

counties of Archer, Wichita, Clay, Haskell, Territory of Bexar, counties of

Pecos and Presidio—extending to the Rio Grande—is filled with immense hills of

copper ore, some of which has been thoroughly tested and will yield on the

average 55.44 per cent. of metal; though some particular localities have

produced specimens even as rich as 68 per cent., containing, besides, some

silver, oxide of iron, etc.




“The

first intelligence I received of the existence of this unexampled deposit of

copper ore, was through M. D. Bullion, of Hunt county, Texas, who sent me a

small piece of this ore in an envelope, for examination, with the remark, ‘If

this stuff is of any account, I can load up five hundred wagons, without

digging, from a 320-acre tract.’ Upon examination, I found it to be a highly

interesting specimen of copper glance, (nearly a pure sulphuret), containing

55.44 per cent. of metal. Its geological connections are of the highest

interest and proved that this metalliferous tract is a portion of the Permian

formation, which stretches from Kansas down into Texas, and is the only example

of this formation in the United States.




“In

1870, after traversing the cretaceous and carboniferous series northward of

Weatherford, Parker county, I was very agreeably surprised by a grand panorama

of outcropping of this formation. This system (Permian), is extensively

developed in Russia, between the Ural Mountains and the river Volga, in the

north of England, and also in Germany, where it is mined for its treasures of

copper, silver, nickel and cobalt ores. In Texas the ore is found on the

hillsides and also on the surface, giving no trouble for mining or drainage.

Four persons in ten hours took out six thousand pounds, averaging sixty per

cent. Coal, timber, limestone, soapstone, and all the requisites for building

furnaces and smelting ores are in the vicinity, and the projected line of the

Southern Pacific railroad passes over the locality. At present, mining

operations cannot be safely prosecuted, owing to the proximity of bands of

prowling Indians.




“The

hills which I have traced throughout Archer, Wichita, Haskell and Clay

counties, are nearly barren—towering above the most beautiful and fertile

Mesquite prairies, fringed by the finely timbered bottoms of the tributaries of

Red River, and are exceedingly picturesque.




“Explorations

of the copper veins, over the summits and sides of the hills, justify the

conclusion that within the extent of one degree of longitude along the Little

Wichita River, hardly a tract of 160 acres could be found without large

accumulations of ore upon the surface. The vein lodes are parallel with the

strata, but there is sufficient evidence that they partake of the nature of

true veins.




“MANGANESE,

COBALT, NICKEL AND BISMUTH.—Leads of manganese, cobalt, nickle and bismuth are

often met with. The copper ore contains only 25 per cent of impurities, is far

superior to the ferro sulphuret of copper or copper pyrites generally worked

for in England, and in native copper ore as found at Lake Superior. It is

easily smelted, and the strata in which it is found is more easily excavated

than any other in which copper ores occur.




“LEAD

AND SILVER.—These two metals are always associated together in this State. The

calciferous sandrock—which is the lead-bearing rock of Missouri—abounds in

Texas, and the varieties found in it here are carbonate of lead, sulphuret of

lead and molybdate of lead. The former two always contain such large quantities

of silver as to be considered silver ore. A sample from a three feet vein in

Llano county, gave a yield of 286 ounces of silver and 74.45 per cent. lead. It

is the carbonate of lead in combination with the sulphuret, and owing to the

large percentage of the former will be very easily reduced. The indications are

very favorable for a very large quantity and excellent quality of ore. At

present, lands in this section of the State are of very little value

notwithstanding the abundance of minerals and timber. With a well developed

mining industry established here, no other country could compete with this region,

so far as regards fuel, construction timber and materials for building and

sustaining a railroad. There are about 10,000 acres of vacant land, and the

lands already located can be had for a trifle—the rocks of which are silver and

gold bearing.




“The

examination of shafts to a depth of fifty feet, chisel and drill marks, and

other unmistakable evidences, leave no doubt that the Spaniards formerly worked

these mines, and remains of the ore worked, show it to have been very rich.




“IRON.—The

iron deposits of Northwestern Texas are of the most remarkable character,

equalling in extent and richness those of Sweden, Missouri, New Jersey and New

York. They include almost every variety—magnetic, spathic, specular and

hematite ores. The largest deposits of magnetic iron ores occur in Mason, Llano

and more Western counties. Immense loose masses of ore lie scattered over the

surface, which have been upheaved by ingenious agencies from unknown depths

below. Most of these are in true veins. As no true metallic vein has ever been

traced downward to its termination, the supply is inexhaustible. The analysis

of an average specimen gave 96.890 per cent. of per-oxide of iron, with 2.818

per cent. of isoluble silicious substances—proving it to be a magnetic oxide,

which will yield 74.93 pounds of metallic iron to 100 pounds of ore.




“The

prevailing rocks are red feldspathic granite, gneiss, quartz, talcose and

chloritic shists. Granite ridge surrounds the deposits, and veins of quartz

traverse it in all directions, The limestone of the palezoic and cretaceous

rocks are in the immediate vicinity, from which materials for flux can be

easily obtained. A most remarkable development of hematite and limonite occurs

on the waters of Red River. It is found in regular layers of from fifty to

sixty feet in thickness. Associated with these ores are various oxides of iron,

suitable for pigments of red, yellow and brown colors distributed, forming

regular layers of several feet in thickness. The largest amount is on vacant

lands—subject to location by certificates.




“COAL.—The

coal-bearing rocks of Texas occupy an area of not less than 6,000 square miles,

embracing the counties of Young, Jack, Palo Pinto, Eastland, Brown, Comanche,

Callahan, Coleman, and extending to the Territory of Bexar. The rocks contain

the characteristics belonging to the coal measures of Missouri and other

Western States. In general appearance, this coal resembles that from

Belleville, Illinois. The analysis gives, fixed carbon, 52 per cent.; volatile

matter, 36 per cent.; ashes, 3 per cent.




“This

coal cokes with a great flame, without changing its form, and the development

of this valuable mineral is destined to be of the greatest importance to the

State.




“ANTHRACITE

COAL, lighter and more brittle than the anthracites of Pennsylvania, has been

found in various parts of the State, but I had no opportunity to visit the

localities.




“Lignites,

Tertiary, and other coals of more recent origin, occupy an area of some 10,000

square miles—in connection with the true coal formation—on many points of the

Rio Grande, in Webb, Atascosa and Frio counties. They are mostly soft,

sulphurous and ashy, but superior to German brown coals.




“ASPHALTUM.—Asphaltum

has been found in Hardin, Travis, Burnet, Llano and many counties on Red River.

The earth for some distance around certain acid springs is charged with it, and

may be employed for the purpose of illumination. For pavements, roofing and

other uses, this material is too well known to require further mention.




“GYPSUM.—In

the northwestern portion of the State is the largest deposit of gypsum known to

exist in the world, spreading over two hundred miles on the upper Red River and

its tributaries. This will be of great value as a fertilizer. Some of the

specimens are as transparent as the purest glass, easily split into thin

layers.




“SALT.—There

are a great many salt springs and salt lakes in this formation. Salt is

manufactured in the great laboratory of Nature by solar evaporation. The most

important locality producing almost an inexhaustible amount of salt, is Sal Del

Rey, the greatest Salt Lake in Hidalgo county, and at the Horsehead crossing on

Pecos River, Pecos county. The salt here is ready formed, and need only be

shoveled up and taken to market. The water is so strongly impregnated that the

human body cannot be made to sink in it. The salt is very pure and fit for

table use, without refining.




“Petroleum

springs occur over a space of about fifty square yards, in Hardin county, and

it is highly probable that larger supplies may be obtained by boring. The

surface indications are certainly as favorable as those of the now famous oil

wells of Pennsylvania and northern Ohio, prior to the discovery by deep boring.

Extensive quarries of marble, roofing slate, grindstone, soapstone and asbestos,

with a large class of metallic substances usually present in highly

metalliferous regions—such as alum, cobalt, nickel, manganese, arsenic,

etc.—are abundant.”




GUANO.—It

is only a short time since this important article of commerce has been

discovered in Texas; and though only a few caves have been examined, there can

be no question but there is an inexhaustible supply of guano concealed in our

mountain caves. One has been found in Bexar county, twenty miles northeast of

San Antonio, containing many acres; forty feet under ground, with an unknown

depth of Guano. Another immense deposit exists in a cave eight miles south-west

of Bandera; and another in Williamson county, three miles from Georgetown.

There can be no doubt that a thorough geological survey of our State will

develop inexhaustible mines of wealth.




The

following is from a newspaper published in the county in which the cave

mentioned is located:




“The

Uvalde Umpire describes the famous bat cave in that county, and the

operations of the Texas Guano Company, formed about nine months or one year

ago, by Mr. Huertzall, of Galveston, for the removal of the guano. The Umpire

says:




“The

company have been making very satisfactory headway, removing from three to ten

tons each day, which they immediately ship to Galveston, thence to Scotland,

where use is made of it for different purposes, but principally in the

manufacture of ammonia and other medicals. The mountains where the bat cave is

situated are about twenty miles north of Uvalde. Near the top of one of the

highest in the range are the several openings of the cave. These entrances are

facing north, the largest being about fifty feet in width, and twenty in

height, the others being smaller, decreasing to a size not large enough to

allow a man to get through. The cave increases in dimensions inside, and

extends a considerable distance beyond where the workmen are engaged removing

the guano, at a point 450 or 500 feet from the entrance. There is a tramway

constructed upon which are run cars or carts, with a carrying capacity of about

one ton each. The motive power is a ‘jack,’ run by the same engine used in the

operations of drying. The drying operation is a very ingenious construction,

originated by Mr. Huertzall. It is an iron cylinder about 3 1-2 feet in diameter,

resting upon a stone foundation, and directly beneath it is placed the fire; in

this cylinder runs a shaft to which are attached a number of small arms or

paddles. The revolving of this shaft and paddles causes the guano to pass

entirely through the cylinder, after which it is sufficiently dry to pack for

shipment. It is expected that an improvement will be made in all the machinery

used, so as to enable them to prepare 20 or 30 tons per day for shipment. It is

supposed that the amount of guano in this cave is so great that, at the present

rate of removing it, it will be years before the more accessible portions of it

are removed. It would be utterly impossible for one to make even a fairly

correct estimate of the number of bats inhabiting the cave; but that an idea

may be given, we would state that for more than three hours they were passing

out in a flock or continual flying procession, occupying the entire width of

the openings of the entrance.”
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 LANDING OF LA SALLE—MISFORTUNES—FORT ST.

LOUIS, ON THE LAVACA RIVER—LA SALLE ASSASSINATED ON THE NECHEZ RIVER BY HIS OWN

MEN—FORT ST. LOUIS IN RUINS.




ALTHOUGH

Spanish adventurers had, during the latter part of the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries, passed through the interior of Texas, historians usually

begin its history with the landing of the French under La Salle, on its soil,

in the year 1685. After having descended the great river of the continent, and

having planted the standard of France at its mouth, La Salle returned to France

to procure the men and means for planting a colony at the mouth of the

Mississippi in order to open a new route for commerce between France and her

Canadian colonies. He was successful in his application at the court of Louis

XIV. The king granted all that the great discoverer desired, and in a manner

suitable to the importance of the enterprise and the dignity and munificence of

the greatest of French kings. A commission was issued, giving him authority to

establish colonies in Louisiana, and placing him in command of the expedition.

A squadron of four vessels was provided and furnished by the king. The Joil, a

frigate of thirty-six guns; the Belle, of six guns, a present from the king to

La Salle; the Amiable, a ship of some two hundred tons burden; and a small

vessel, the St. Francis, carrying munitions. Beaujeau, who commanded the Joil,

was also commander or sailing master of the squadron, but under the direction

of La Salle, except in the business of navigating the ships at sea, until they

should arrive in America. There were seven missionaries, one hundred soldiers,

thirty volunteers, and mechanics, girls, etc., making about three hundred in

all. Among these were two nephews of La Salle.
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SCENE ON

THE MISSISSIPPI




In the

time of La Salle.




The

squadron sailed from Rochelle, July 24, 1684. Disputes arose between La Salle

and his naval commander on the outward voyage, which was a tedious one. The St.

Francis was captured by the Spaniards. Land was discovered on the 26th of

December, which they supposed to be the coast of Florida, and this induced them

to change their course to the south-west. La Salle had miscalculated the

latitude of the mouth of the river, and had been driven too far west by the

winds. According to Joutel, the historian of the expedition, a landing was

first effected near Corpus Christi, early in January, 1685. Becoming satisfied

that they had passed the mouth of the river, they re-embarked, and sailed up

the coast, making an occasional landing, until February 13, (says Joutel—other

accounts say 18th.) when the Belle crossed the bar at Pass Cavallo, into a bay

named by them San Bernardo—since Matagorda. On the 20th, the Amiable was lost

in trying to enter the harbor. Two temporary camps were established; one on

Matagorda Island, near the present light-house, and the other on the main-land,

up towards Indianola. At first the Indians were friendly and hospitable, but

difficulties arose between some of the privates and inferior officers and the

Indians, and on the 5th of March, Ory and Desloges were killed by them.




After

landing, the Naval Commander became more and more quarrelsome, and finally, in

a pet, sailed with the Amiable for France, taking with him her crew, and a

considerable portion of the ammunition and supplies intended for the colony. La

Salle was thus left with but one small vessel, the Belle, and in the summer she

was sent across the bay on an excursion, and was lost near Dog Island. This

left the colony without the means of leaving the country by water. They crossed

the bay to secure a better location for a permanent fort, and entered a river,

which, from the number of buffaloes on the banks, they named Las Veches, or

river of Beeves. (Joutel calls the buffaloes wild cattle, and the deer wild

goats.) The summer was occupied in erecting the necessary buildings, and

removing the stores to the new fort at Dimitt's Point on the Lavaca River; with

occasinal excursions in various directions, in hopes of finding the great

river. The company now consisted of about 180 persons.




In

January, 1686, leaving Joutel in charge of the fort, La Salle, with twenty

companions, started upon an excursion to hunt for the Mississippi River. He

traveled as far as the Brazos River, where he had the misfortune to lose one of

his men, who was either drowned or devoured by an alligator. Becoming satisfied

that he was entirely too far to the west, he returned to the fort, having lost

five of his men.




While in

Canada, La Salle had in his service a faithful lieutenant, De Tonti, the

iron-handed. (He had lost one of his hands in battle, and had substituted one

of iron.) De Tonti had been instructed by La Salle to descend the Mississippi

River to the mouth of the Arkansas, and establish a fort, and collect supplies

for the colony he was bringing out from France.




Believing

that his lieutenant would be found at the designated place, La Salle, about the

last of April, with twenty companions, started, intending to discover the river

at the point occupied by his faithful De Tonti. The streams were swollen, and

progress was difficult, but he finally reached the villages of the friendly

Nassonite and Cennis Indians, on the Trinity and Neches Rivers. While camped on

the latter stream, he and his nephew were prostrated by a fever. When they had

sufficiently recovered to resume their journey, they found that the improvident

hunters had nearly exhausted their ammunition, and it would be necessary to

return to their fort for a fresh supply. Between deaths and desertions, La

Salle now had but eight, of the twenty men with whom he started. These, with

five horses procured from the Indians, reached the fort in August. They found

the number in the fort also greatly reduced, so that there were now but

thirty-four remaining alive.




Again,

on the 12th of January, 1687, La Salle, with seventeen companions, started to

the northeast. This time he took Joutel, leaving the fort with seventeen

persons, including seven women, in charge of Sieur Barbier, who had just

married one of the maidens brought out from France. In giving dates and the

route of travel, we follow the journal of Joutel, though he tells us that he is

not certain as to many of them. On Joutel's map there is a place laid down,

called Bucon, about where the Texana and Victoria road crosses the

Lavaca River. This is the point where La Salle camped on the night he left the

fort. The next day they crossed a plain two leagues, to the Prince's (Navidad)

River; this they found swollen, and for two days traveled up its west bank. On

the third day, by felling a tree, they succeeded in crossing their baggage. On

Skull Creek they found an Indian village; (probably Tonkawas) the French called

it Habemos. On the 21st they crossed the river of Canes, (Colorado, about Eagle

Lake). Heavy rains delayed them, and they crossed the river of Sand Banks, (San

Bernard) on the 26th. On Joutel's map are laid down successively, though under

French names, Skull Creek, New Year's Creek, the Maligne, or Brazos River; the

Eure (San Jacinto), River of Canoes, so called because in his former voyage, La

Salle had to procure canoes to cross it (the Trinity), the Neches, the Angelina

and the Sabine. The streams between the San Bernard and Red Rivers are marked

as having unknown mouths. In La Salle's first trip he had buried some

provisions near his camp on the Neches River. These were found, but in a

condition unfit for use, and they halted for a few days to procure a fresh

supply. A party was sent out to kill meat. Some of the party had previously

manifested a quarrelsome and insubordinate disposition. The leader of this

party was Duhaut, who had persuaded Heins, a former buccaneer, Liotot and two

others to join him in the conspiracy. It so happened that the five conspirators

were out with the party killing and drying meat. They had a special spite

towards Moragnet, La Salle's nephew. La Salle dispatched his nephew and two others

to the camp for dried meat. Duhaut and Moragnet quarreled about some nice bits

of meat, which the hunters claimed as a special perquisite, and Duhaut

determined upon revenge. That night, while the most of the men were asleep,

Duhaut, Hiens and Liotot, with their axes, killed Moragnet and his friend

Saget, and La Salle's faithful hunter, Nika, who had followed him from Canada.

The conspirators next resolved upon the death of La Salle, and an opportunity

to execute their purpose was soon afforded. He, uneasy at the long absence of

his nephew, with Father Ansatase, the priest, and two Indians for guides, went

to hunt the party, and after a few miles travel he found the bloody cravat of

Saget, and saw buzzards flying in the air. He concluded the hunters were not

far distant, and fired his gun. The conspirators heard it and supposed it was

La Salle. Duhaut and L'Archeveque, seeing La Salle approaching the place where

they were, stopped, and Duhaut hid himself in the grass. Just as La Salle

inquired of the other where his nephew was, Duhaut, from his concealment, shot

the great captain in the head. He fell in the arms of the faithful priest; he

never spoke, but pressed the father's hand in token of recognition, and

expired. The good father, with his own hands, dug his grave and erected over it

a rude cross. The chief conspirators did not long survive. Duhaut was shot by

Hiens, and Liotot by Rutel, a Frenchman who had been lost during La Salle's

first journey, and had now rejoined his companions. Joutel, who succeeded to

the command, with six companions, after some delay, resumed their journey.

Crossing Red River, June 16th, and pursuing their journey, they were gratified,

on the 20th of July, by the sight of the French flag, floating over the fort

erected by the faithful De Tonti at the mouth of the Arkansas River.
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INDIANS.




Soon

after the departure of La Salle's party from Fort Saint Louis, that place, so

weakened, fell before the blood-thirsty Caranchuas,* though it is

said that De Leon the next year found a few of the survivors among the Indians,

and restored them to their countrymen.




The

following map, from the journal of Joutel, indicates the portions of the State

traversed by the French:
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* Jacob

Grollet and John L'Archeveque, who were subsequently taken from among the

Indians by De Leon, gave the following account of the destruction of the fort.

The Indians referred to were another band of Caranchuas, or possibly a band of

the Lipans, from the west. The two Frenchmen made in substance to the Governor

the following statement: “That while the Indians in the vicinity of the fort

appeared to be friendly with the French, and they had no reason to suspect any

bad intentions or treachery from them, and at a time when the French were

scattered about the bay constructing their fort, which they had named Saint

Louis, and engaged in other peaceable pursuits, they were surprised and

assailed by a large body of Indians, who had been watching them for some time,

and all were killed except five, who only owed their salvation to the

promptitude of their flight to the friendly Asinais.”




 


















 CHAPTER II.




 




 DE LEON GOVERNOR OF MONCLOVA, IN

TEXAS—FOUNDS PRESIDIO ON THE RIO GRANDE IN 1690—SUCCEEDED BY DOMINGO TERAN—ST.

DENIS ON THE RIO GRANDE—CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN D’ ALARCONNE AND LA

HARPE—BELISLE ON THE COAST—INDIAN LEAGUE.




THIS expedition

into Texas by the French was soon known in Mexico. The Count of Monclova became

viceroy in November 17, 1686, and one of the first acts of the new

administration was to take measures to dislodge the colony of La Salle. A

military post was established in the interior, named for the new viceroy,

Monclova, and Captain Alonzo De Leon was appointed to the command, with the

title of Governor of Coaquila, (afterwards spelled generally Coahuila). After

settling affairs to his satisfaction, at Monclova, De Leon started to dislodge

the French from their post on the Lavaca river. With one hundred men he left

Monclova in the spring of 1680, and arrived at the ruins of the old fort, April

22d. He penetrated the country as far as the villages of the Cenis Indians, and

recovered a few of the colonists of La Salle, and humanely returned most of

them to their own country. Having been informed of the murder of La Salle, and

that one or two of the conspirators were still among the Indians, he captured

them, and they were condemned to the mines for life. In 1690 De Leon again

visited Texas. He founded the mission of San Juan Bautista, on the Rio Grande,

at Presidio, and projected the mission of San Francisco, near the old fort of

La Salle.




In 1601

he was superseded in the command by Domingo Teran, who became very much

interested in Texas, and traversed the country as far as Red river. He

projected quite a number of settlements and missions; but his plans were

frustrated by the hostility of the Indians.




In 1718,

Louis XIV, of France, granted to Anthony Crozat, September 14th, the Louisiana

country, watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries. Two years later,

Crozat, who was a merchant, sent Huechereau St. Denis on a trading expedition

to the Rio Grande. When St. Denis returned through Texas, the Spaniards sent

Domingo Ramon, with a few soldiers and friars, to establish “missions.”




In 1718,

war was declared between France and Spain. Early in the spring of 1719, St.

Denis and La Harpe collected a small force and invaded Texas, driving the

Spaniards from the mission establishments in the east, and penetrated the

country as far as San Antonio. Here they were met by the new governor, the

Marquis De Aguayo, who had nearly five hundred soldiers, and was prepared to

maintain Spanish authority in the province. St. Denis retired to Natchitoches;

but La Harpe remained among friendly Indians, on the Neches river. In the

meantime, De Aguayo had been superseded by Don Martin D'Alarconne, as Governor

of Texas. When D'Alarconne learned that La Harpe was in the Indian village, he

addressed him the following note:




“MONSIEUR:

I am very sensible of the politeness that M. De Bienville and yourself had the

goodness to show to me. The orders I have received from the king, my master,

are, to maintain a good understanding with the French of Louisiana; my own

inclinations lead me equally to afford them all the services that depend upon

me. But I am compelled to say, that your arrival at the Nassonite village

surprises me much. Your governor could not be ignorant that the post you occupy

belongs to my Government, and that all the lands west of the Nassonites depend

upon New Mexico. I counsel you to advise M. De Bienville of this, or you will

force me to oblige you to abandon lands that the French have no right to

occupy. I have the honor to be, etc.,




DE'ALARCONNE.




 




“Trinity

River, May 20, 1719.”




To this

the French commander sent the following reply:




“MONSIEUR:

The order from his Catholic majesty, to maintain a good understanding with the

French of Louisiana, and the kind intentions you have yourself expressed

towards them, accord but little with your proceedings. Permit me to inform you

that M. De'Bienville is perfectly informed of the limits of his Government, and

is very certain that the post of the Nassonites depends not upon the dominions

of his Catholic Majesty. He knows, also, that the province of Las Tekas

(Texas), of which you say you are Governor, is a part of Louisiana. M. de La

Salle took possession in 1685, in the name of his most Christian Majesty; and

since the above epoch, possession has been renewed from time to time.

Respecting the post of the Nassonites, I cannot comprehend by what right you

pretend that it forms a part of New Mexico. I beg leave to represent to you,

that Don Antonio De Minor, who discovered New Mexico in 1683, never penetrated

east of the province, or the Rio Bravo. It was the French who first made

alliance with the savage tribes in this region; and it is natural to conclude

that a river that flows into the Mississippi, and the land it waters, belongs

to the king my master. If you will do me the pleasure to come into this

quarter, I will convince you I hold a post I know how to defend. I have the

honor to be, etc.,




DE LA

HARPE.




 




“Nassonite,

July 8, 1710.”




The

above correspondence gives the gist of the controversy between France and Spain

in reference to the ownership of Texas. It happened, fortunately for the

French, that during the same year in which the above correspondence took place,

D'Alarconne, not having been re-inforced, as he requested, so that he could

expel the French from East Texas, resigned his office and returned to Mexico.

And the same year, another company of French, under Mons. Belisle, in sailing

for the mouth of the Mississippi, landed, as La Salle had done before them, in

Matagorda Bay. (See Belisle). Belisle having thus formed an acquaintance with

Texas, and a league with some of the civilized Indian tribes, was sent back in

1721, by the enterprising De Bienville, to plant a French colony on the waters

of Matagorda Bay. After a feeble effort to maintain a settlement, the project

was abandoned, and with it the French claim to Texas.




In 1768,

France transferred her Louisiana possessions to Spain; but in 1800, Spain

retroceded the country to France; and in 1800, Bonaparte sold it to the United

States. After the latter Government obtained possession, the claim to a part of

Texas was again revived under the right acquired by its occupancy by La Salle.




While

these disputes were pending, the settlements of the French in Louisiana, and of

all the Spaniards in Texas, were threatened with utter extermination by a

formidable Indian league, in 1729. The numerous and powerful tribe of Natchez,

in conjunction with kindred tribes in Louisiana, succeeded in enlisting the

Comanches and Apaches in the attempt to drive from the country at once, both of

the Spaniards in Texas and the French in Louisiana. Fortunately this plot was

disclosed to Saint Denis by some of his friends among the Indians. He

immediately mustered a small force and entered the territory of the Natchez and

defeated them before they had time to rally for a fight. At San Antonio,

Governor Bustillos was engaged in introducing and settling the new families

from the Canary Islands, and the Indians were troublesome and defiant until

1732, when he organized a military expedition and entered their territories and

chastised them.




 


















 CHAPTER III.




 




 MISSION ESTABLISHMENTS—FIRST MASS—MISSIONS

IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER—ADAES, AES, ALAMO, CONCEPCION, LA ESPADA, GUADALUPE, LA

BAHIA, LA TRINIDAD, LORETTO, NACOGDOCHES, ORQUIZACO, REFUGIO, ROSARIO, SAN

FERNANDES, SAN JOSE, SAN SABA.




THE

period in which the Spaniards occupied Texas—1690 to the Mexican Revolution in

1820—has been not inappropriately called “The Mission Period.” The discovery of

the American Continent opened to the crowded population of Europe a new door

for enterprise; and they were not slow in entering it. The adventurers who

first visited this country had two objects in view. The first was to add to the

dominions of their respective sovreigns; and the second, to extend the

Christian religion. The establishment of missions accomplished both these

purposes—possession of the country was secured, and provision made for the

conversion of the aborigines. Our knowledge of the history of these grand old

structures in Texas, is very meager; but we give in a condensed form all the

facts accessible.




In 1690,

Alonzo De Leon, as we have seen, when on his route to Texas, founded on the Rio

Grande the Mission and then the Presidio of San Juan Bautista. Having arrived

in the neighborhood of La Salle's abandoned fort, he projected a mission to be

called San Francisco, after the founder of the order of Saint Francis. The

first mass was celebrated by the fathers accompanying De Leon, on the 25th of

May, 1690. The mission was never built.




“In

1691,” says Mayer, page 218, “the province of Asinais, or Texas, as it was

called by the Spaniards, was settled by some emigrants, and visited by fourteen

Spanish monks, who were anxious to devote themselves to the conversion of the

Indians, and a garrison and mission were at that time established.” The

location of this establishment can now hardly be identified. The Indians were

troublesome, and frequent removals took place. We quote again from Mayer:

“Alarconne, the Governor, early in 1718, crossed the Medina, with a large

number of soldiers, settlers and mechanics, and founded the town of Bexar, with

the fortress of San Antonio, and the mission of San Antonio Valero.” This was

not the first settlement of the neighborhood, as Margil and Saint Denis found a

considerable population there in 1714. Bexar was so named for the Duke of

Bexar, then Viceroy. “Alarconne,” says Mayer, “pushed on to the country of the

Cennis Indians, where having strengthened the missionary force, he crossed the

river Adaes, which he called the Rio de San Francisco de Sabinas, and laid the

foundation of a fortress within a short distance of the French fort at

Natchitoches, named by him the Presidio de San Miguel Arcange de Linares de

Adaes. These establishments were reinforced during the next year, and another

stronghold was erected on the Orquisacas,” (probably the Trinity or San

Jacinto).




These

Texas missions was conducted by monks of the order of Saint Francis, from the

colleges of Quaretero and Zaca Atecas. In the west, locations were selected

capable of irrigation. Large tracts of land were given to the mission, and as

soon as practicable substantial stone buildings were erected. Among those

buildings were, first, a chapel for worship, which also answered for a fortress

in case of danger. A considerable area was inclosed with a stone wall, and

buildings erected for the accommodation of the priests, the soldiers, and such

domestics as might be necessary to cultivate gardens and attend to the domestic

animals. The task assumed by the missionaries was not a light one. Father

Marat, in 1712, complained that “it was necessary first to transform these

Indians into men, and afterwards to labor to make them Christians.”




It is

difficult to fix accurately either the location or date of these early

establishments. The buildings first erected were frequently temporary and

removals often took place. Then, one projected a mission, and some one else

established it. New invocations, and new names were also given. For

convenience, we will name the principal missions in alphabetical order.




ADAES—Our

Lady Del Pilar (of the Baptismal Font or Parish).—As we have seen,

Mayer attributes the foundation of this mission to De Alarconne. Other authorities

ascribe its foundation to Ramon, in the time between 1715 and 1718. It was

erected into a Presidio in 1781. Besides holding the country against the

French, its object was to convert the Adaes, a small band of Caddo Indians. It

was never very prosperous as a mission. Monsieur De Pages, who visited it in

1768, describes it as then consisting of “forty houses” besides the church. In

1790 it was entirely broken up, and the few Christian Indians transferred to

San Antonio, and a labor of land known as the Labor de Los Adaenis

assigned them, near the church of the Alamo. In 1805, when Bishop Feliciana

Maria visited the Sabine in company with Governor Cordero, he baptized two

hundred neophytes in the old church. That was probably the last time it was used

for worship.




AES—Our

Lady de Los Dolores,—was established in 1716, or 1717, for a small tribe of

Indians near San Agustine on Aes or Ayish Bayou. It was broken up in 1772 and a

few Indians removed to San Antonio.




THE

ALAMO.—The most important of these missions is that of Alamo; this has been not

inaptly called the Thermopylæ of Texas, as here Travis and his heroic band

re-enacted the part performed by the brave Spartans nearly twenty-three

centuries before. The name and location of this mission were frequently

changed; it was commenced on the Rio Grande in 1700, under the name of San

Francisco Solano; in 1703 it was removed to a place called San Ildephonso; it

1710 it was transferred back to the Rio Grande; about the year 1716 or 1718,

probably at the suggestion of Father Margill, it was removed to San Antonio and

located at the San Pedro Springs under the name of San Antonio de Valero, from

Saint Anthony of Padua and the Duke of Valero, then Viceroy of Mexico; in 1732

it was moved to the Military Plaza in the city, and in 1744 transferred across

the river to its present location, when it took the name of Alamo—Poplar

Church. The corner stone of the building was laid with the usual ceremonies,

May 8th, 1744; a slab in the front wall bears date 1757; it ceased to be used

as a parish church in 1793.




MISSION

CONCEPCION LA PURISSIMA DE ACUNA.—Immaculate Concepcion de Acuna,—from

Juan de Acuna, Marquis of Casa Fuerta, Viceroy in 1722; this, in a tolerably

good state of preservation, is situated on the left bank of the river about two

miles below the city. The foundation stone was laid March 5th, 1731, by Captain

Perez and Father Bergara; it was never very prosperous, and had been

discontinued as a mission parish when visited by Pike in 1807.




ESPADA—San Francisco de La Espada.—Mission of

Saint Francis of the sword—intimating that those who founded this establishment

belonged to the church militant, who had to wield the literal, as well as the

spiritual sword. It was first located on the Medina River, but owing to the

frequent attacks of the Apaches, for greater security it was removed to the San

Antonio. This was in 1731; it was completed in 1750. Portions of the walls and

the sword-shaped tower are still standing.




GUADALUPE—Victoria;

Our Lady of—in Victoria county, was probably projected by Ramon, in 1714.

Its object was to found a Presidio, and open ditches for the irrigation of the

river valley. Extensive ruins still remain in what is called Mission Valley.




LA

BAHIA—Del Espiritu Santo—(Mission of the bay of the Holy Spirit) at

Goliad, was commenced about the year 1718, though the place was visited by De

Leon in 1687. Domingo Teran, who founded so many of the Texas missions,

projected this. Bishop Odin is authority for the statement that the mission on

the east side of the river, and since known as Aranama, was the original

Espiritu Santo Mission, while that on the west side was called La Bahia. The

former was for the Aranama Indians, while the latter was for the Caranchuas.

The old Goliad Mission Church is still used.




LA

TRINIDAD.—It is supposed that this mission was projected, and the foundation

laid, in 1601, by Governor Teran and the party of monks that entered the

country with him that year. This mission possibly gave its name to the Trinity

River. It was situated a little below the town of Alabama. Owing to trouble

with the Indians and the overflow of the river, the establishment was soon

abandoned for one near Nacogdoches.




LORETTO,

Our Lady Of.—A mission by this name was projected by Ramon, upon the San

Bernardo (Matagorda) Bay, about 1721. The enterprise was soon abandoned.




NACOGDOCHES—Our

Lady of.—The foundation of this mission was laid by Ramon, July 9, 1716,

but in consequence of the disturbances between the French and Spanish, the

Indians were, in 1772, transferred to San Antonio. A small garrison was,

however, generally kept at the place, to watch the movements of the French at

Natchitoches. In 1778, was laid the foundation of a stone house, for the

garrison, which still stands.




ORQUIZACCO—Our

Lady of,—was established for the benefit of a small tribe of Indians of

that name, on the San Jacinto river; founded in 1715 or 1716, and abandoned in

1772, and the Indians removed to San Antonio.




REFUGIO—Our

Lady of,—was founded in the town of the same name, in 1790 or 1791. This

was the last establishment of the kind undertaken by the Franciscans in Texas.




ROSARIO—About

1730, a mission of this name was started a few miles from Goliad.




SAN

FERNANDES.—Was not exactly a mission, but a parish church built in San Antonio,

or San Fernandes, in 1732. In 1868 it was rebuilt as a cathedral; a portion of

the old walls in the rear of the new building forms the sacristy of the present

church, occupied by the Spanish-speaking population of San Antonio.




SAN JOSE

DE AGUAYO.—From Aguayo, governor of Texas in 1720. This, on the right bank of

the river about four miles below San Antonio, was commenced in 1718 and

completed in 1771; it was the most elegant and beautiful of all the Texas

Missions. A celebrated artist by the name of Huicar was sent out from Spain,

who spent years in carving the statues and other ornamental work of this

building. About ten years ago the dome and portions of the arched roof fell in;

vandal hands have defaced the statue of the Virgin Mother and Child, and that

of Saint Gregory and other figures, and beautifully carved work in the front.

After the secularization of the Texas Missions in 1703, by Pedro de Nava, this

mission was discontinued and the land distributed to the Indians. The next year

there were reported, Christian Indians, men 27, women 26, boys 11, girls 14,

widows 6, total 84; Pagans, men 6, women 5, 1 boy and 3 girls, total 15; in all

99. This church was visited by Lieutenant Pike in 1807; at that time it had

hardly enough Indians to perform household duties. It soon afterwards ceased to

be occupied as a place of worship. Standing in solitary grandeur upon a

beautiful plateau, it is annually visited by thousands who can but admire this

monument of the zeal and enterprise of the Franciscan fathers of the last

century.




SAN JUAN

CAPISTRAN.—Is about six miles below San Antonio, on the west side of the river,

It was established in 1731, but was never very prosperous and is now in ruins.

The ruins, however, speak volumes for the skill of the architect who designed

and the laborers who erected the edifice.




SAN

SABA.—This mission, located in Menard county, on the river to which it gave its

name, was founded in 1734, by a company of fathers from Santa Fe. The mission

was doing well, and the fathers were encouraged to hope for the speedy

Christianization of the numerous and war-like tribes of Comanches, who

maintained friendly relations with the ecclesiastics. But in 1752, a silver

mine, called Las Almagres, was discovered in the neighborhood of the fort,

this drew to the place a number of miners and adventurers, some of whom

quarreled with the Indians, and at a time when the few soldiers were absent

from the fort. The exasperated savages fell upon the defenseless missionaries

and put them all to death, not sparing even the domestics. This was a sad blow

and an ungrateful return for the self-sacrificing labors of the fathers.




Besides

the establishments we have mentioned, other ruins are found in various parts of

the State; but even the names of these old missions are now unknown. At the

head of a canon of the Nueces river in Edwards county, thirty-five miles from

Uvalde, there is a large stone building, with many evidences of its having been

once occupied. The missionaries probably shared the same fate with their

brethren at San Saba. This was in the territory occupied by the Apaches. Eight

miles below these old ruins, in the valley of the Nueces, in Uvalde county,

there is another old establishment in ruins, and others in different places;

some of which had been so far completed as to give evidence of having been

occupied, while others were destroyed by the Indians before completion.




In 1794,

Don Pedro de Nava, then Governor of Texas, secularized all the missions in the

province, thus transferring their control from the monastic orders to the

secular clergy. 


















 CHAPTER IV.




 




 COLONISTS FROM THE CANARY ISLANDS ARRIVE AT

SAN ANTONIO—TEXAS AT THE OPENING OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY—NOLAN'S

EXPEDITION—DIFFICULTIES BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES—WAR IMMINENT—AVERTED

BY MYSTERIOUS DIPLOMACY.




THE

first attempt to introduce colonists into Texas was made by the Marquis of Casa

Fuerta. Before he became viceroy, he had visited Texas and formed a high

opinion of the capabilities of the country. Mainly through his influence the

king was induced to defray, from the royal treasury, the expense of

transporting families to the new settlement on the San Antonio river. If Mr.

Kennedy is correct in his statement, these were pretty expensive colonists. It

took $72,000 to bring sixteen families from the Canary Islands to Texas. Among

the families who then came were those of Rodrigues, Manchaca, Atoche, Delgado,

Arocha, Travyosa, Cavalla, Mueto and Flores. The Navarros were from Corsica;

Veramendis and probably the Seguins and La Garzas, from Mexico. The village

took the name of San Fernandes, from Ferdinand III of Spain.




OPENING

OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.—As we have seen, the zealous Franciscans were

heroically engaged in the good work of Christianizing the Indians. The large

number of magnificent buildings and ruins, still scattered through Texas, are

perpetual monuments of their zeal and fidelity. But they were not remarkably

successful. The Indians often proved intractable; and internecine wars

diminished their numbers. After the lapse of a century, comparatively few of

the mission establishments could boast a permanent population, and the vast

region now known as Texas was comparatively an uninhabited wilderness. San

Antonio then contained a population of about 3,000; and Goliad and Nacogdoches

as many more. Texas had no sea port and no legitimate commerce, though her bays

were occasionally visited by the Buccaneers. Nor was there any overland

commerce. Almonte estimated that there were, at that time, possibly 100,000

cattle and 40,000 horses in the province.
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INDIAN

HORSEMEN.




An American

family had occasionally ventured into East Texas. James Gaines, a relative of

General Gaines, of the United States Army, had opened a ferry at the principal

crossing of the Sabine River. Robert Barr and Samuel Davenport had settled on

the Neches River, and taken the oaths as subjects of the Spanish crown.




NOLAN'S

EXPEDITION.—In 1797, Philip Nolan, an Irishman by birth, entered Texas to

procure a supply of cavalry horses for the army of General Wilkinson, then in

the Mississippi Territory. This was with the consent of the Spanish

authorities. Having a letter from Baron Carondelet, Governor of Louisiana,

Nolan had no difficulty in procuring his horses. He was a careful observer and

drew an accurate map of the country. Ostensibly for the same purpose, Nolan

again visited Texas in the year 1800. The Spaniards were becoming suspicious of

the Americans, and Manuel Gayoso, who had succeeded Carondelet as Governor of

Louisiana, wrote to De Nava, commander of the eastern internal provinces, that

Nolan was a dangerous character, who, in conjunction with Wilkinson, was

plotting against the interests of Spain, and advised his arrest. The commandant

at Nacogdoches was accordingly instructed to watch Nolan and not permit him to

enter the province. But he passed higher up the country, and entered by way of

Red River. He had with him fourteen Americans, five Spaniards and one negro

servant (some accounts say two). When this party arrived in the neighborhood of

the Tehuacana Hills, in what is now Limestone county, they halted and erected a

block-house, and built pens, and prepared to capture mustangs.




Musquis,

the Spanish commander at Nacogdoches, ordered to capture Nolan's party, left

his post on the 4th of March, 1801, with sixty-eight regular soldiers, and

thirty-two volunteers. He crossed the Trinity on the 11th, and guided by Indian

spies, reached the neighborhood of Nolan's camp on the 20th. He had a small

cannon, which was so planted as to bear directly upon the block-house. Two of

the Mexicans in Nolan's ranks deserted to the enemy, one of them carrying off

Nolan's rifle. Before this, two of the Americans having learned that Nolan

intended to make war upon the Spaniards, abandoned the party and reported

Nolan's design to the authorities at Nacogdoches. A short conference was held

between the two commanders, when Nolan retired to his block house and prepared

to fight. He was killed by the first discharge of the enemy's cannon. Bean

succeeded to the command, and kept up the fight for several hours. Finally, the

little party surrendered as prisoners of war, under the promise of good

treatment, and of being liberated at Nacogdoches and sent to the United States.

Instead of being released and sent home from Nacogdoches, they were put in

irons and sent to San Antonio, the first Americans seen in that city. From the

latter city they were marched across the Rio Grande, and kept in prison many

weary years. Three made their escape; one died in prison, and after they had

been six years prisoners, an order came from the King of Spain, to have every

fifth man hung. The order was, to execute only those taken in arms against the

royal authority. Three of the men were not in the house during the fight. There

were but nine left, and the humane judge decided that only one should be executed.

The nine agreed to throw dice, the one throwing the lowest number to be the

victim. The lot fell on Ephraim Blackburn, who threw but four, and he was

immediately executed. The survivors were sentenced to ten years hard labor.

Bean was the only one who ever revisited his native land. (See Bean).




Among

the Spaniards there was a growing hostility exhibited towards the Americans.

The policy of their government was exclusive. Philip II. had declared that

nothing but Spanish commerce should float on the Gulf of Mexico, and on the

land absolute non-intercourse was proclaimed. Salcedo, the commander at

Monterey, said if “he had the power he would stop even the birds from flying

across the Sabine.” By a tacit understanding, the Aroyo Hondo, a tributary of

Red River about half way from the Sabine to Natchitoches, had been recognized

as the boundary between the Spanish and French possessions, though the old

Spanish maps extend their territory to the Calcasieu River. Between the United

States and Spain there were other unsettled questions besides those relating to

boundaries. After the purchase of Louisiana, the former revived the claim which

France had asserted to Texas.




We need

not enumerate the other irritating, unsettled questions. In his message, at the

opening of Congress, in December, 1806, President Jefferson said: “With Spain

our negotiations for a settlement of difficulties have not had a satisfactory

issue.” As a precautionary measure, Mr. Jefferson had ordered Major Porter, of

the army, to take posession of the old French post at Natchitoches. Soon

afterward the Spaniards threw a force across the Sabine into the old Spanish

post and mission of Adaes. About the same time the Spaniards began

concentrating troops on the right bank of the Sabine. Early in the spring the

garrison at Natchitoches was reinforced by the arrival of Lieutenant Kingsbury

from Fort Adams, with four field pieces, and three companies of infantry. Early

in June, Generals Herrera and Cordero, with twelve hundred veteran Spanish

soldiers, reached Nacogdoches, whereupon Governor Claiborn called out the

militia of Louisiana, and General Wilkinson hastened towards the Sabine with

all the available forces from New Orleans. Negotiations had failed; the two

powerful nations were concentrating their armies prepared to fight; the

commanders were defiant, and both nations were waiting in anxious solicitude

for the commencement of hostilities.




And now

occurred, on the banks of the Sabine, without the interposition of any

civilian, one of the most important and most mysterious diplomatic adjustments

that this continent has witnessed. Herrera and Wilkinson met in secret council.

It was conjectured, apparently, not without reason, that Wilkinson was

cognizant of the movements of Aaron Burr; further that he had promised Burr his

aid. Two secret messengers of Burr were said to be in Wilkinson's headquarters.

The two generals met, and instead of provoking each other to battle, entered

into the treaty of “the neutral ground.” They agreed that a narrow strip of

country between the Arroyo Hondo and the Sabine should be respected as

“neutral” and occupied by neither government until a definite treaty fixed,

permanently, the boundary between the two nations. The next morning the

following order was issued by Wilkinson:
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“His

excellency, General Herrera, the military chief immediately opposed to this

corps, having agreed to withdraw his troops to Nacogdoches, and to prohibit

their re-crossing the Sabine River pending the negotiations between the United

States and Spain, the objects of this expedition are accomplished, and the camp

will be, of course, evacuated to-morrow or next day, and Colonel Cushing will

lead the troops to Natchitoches.




“Signed,




 




WALTER

BURLING, Aid-de-Camp.”




 




This

sudden termination of the campaign was not satisfactory to the American

soldiers There was a suspicion that General Wilkinson had acted dishonestly, in

reference to the project of Burr. “It was impossible,” says Monette, “for him

to divest himself of the suspicion that settled over him that he had extorted

money from the Spanish Governor by exciting his fears as to the powerful

invasion contemplated by Burr, and which could be arrested only by the most

energetic intervention of the American commander-in-chief, with the whole of

the army and means at his disposal. His troops retired indignantly from the

Sabine, many of them fully convinced that they had been robbed of their

anticipated laurels by the cupidity of their commander, who had entered into

dishonorable negotiations, and that money, and not the sword, had terminated

the campaign.”




It was

boldly asserted at the time, and has been often repeated, though an

investigation failed to verify the assertion, that Herrera agreed to give

Wilkinson $300,000 for his influence in defeating the scheme of Burr; and

further that $120,000 was paid at the time, having been transported from San

Antonio on mules. Ten days later, Burling was dispatched to Mexico on a secret

mission; rumor said it was to receive the other $180,000.




The

scenes which followed the retreat from the Sabine, when viewed from our present

stand-point, have a strangely ludicrous aspect. The reader will please remember

that, at this time, about the only force under the control of Burr was a few

score of men and boys encamped on Blennerhassett's Island, near Parkersburg,

West Virginia; and that the arms of this company consisted, mostly in

implements of husbandry; and that they were preparing to descend the river in

flat boats, and open a new plantation for Burr and his unsuspecting, but

dishonored friend, Blennerhassett, on the lands purchased from Baron de Bastrop

by Burr.




On

arriving at New Orleans, Wilkinson commenced the most vigorous preparations for

defending the city against Burr. He prepared a flotilla to meet the flat-boats

of the latter up near Vicksburg; and dispatched Lieutenant Swan to Jamaica to

detach the commanders of the British navy at that station from the Burr

movement. He put the forts near New Orleans in a thorough state of defence, and

supplied them with a great quantity of ammunition and munitions of war. He

called out the militia of Louisiana and Mississippi; and proclaimed martial

law. He arrested and held in military custody every one suspected of sympathy

with Burr; and especially every stranger from Ohio, where Burr was

supposed to have unbounded influence. The whole country was patrolled by

Wilkinson's guards, and every one who could not give a satisfactory account of

himself was thrust into prison. A true and life-like description of these

scenes must be reserved for the pen of some future Cervantes. Albeit, Wilkinson

was not another knight of La Mancha. He had been in actual war; had proved

himself a brave and gallant soldier; nor was he carried away with groundless

fears. His views were clear, and his mind well-poised. All this bluster was not

to defeat Burr; but to affect De Nava at Monterey and his royal master in the

halls of the Montezumas. It was useless. The viceroy refused to listen to

Burling, and referred him, for the payment of the money, to the intendant at

Vera Cruz, for which place he ordered him immediately to depart. Upon his

arrival there, the intendant refused to furnish him with anything but a guard,

and ordered him to take passage immediately for New Orleans. The arrest of

Burr, and the return of Burling, produced a wonderfully tranquilizing

effect, not only upon the commander, but also upon the New Orleans public. (See

Burr, Wilkinson and Herrera, in biography.)




 


















 CHAPTER V.




 




 MAGEE'S EXPEDITION—BERNARDO GUTIERRES—MARCH

TO GOLIAD—DEATH OF MAGEE—DESPERATE FIGHTING—THE VICTORIOUS REPUBLICANS, ON THE

WAY TO SAN ANTONIO, GAIN A SPLENDID VICTORY AT THE ROSILLO CREEK—SHAMEFUL

MASSACRE OF SPANISH OFFICERS—BATTLE OF ALASAN—REPUBLICANS DEFEATED AT THE

BATTLE OF MEDINA—WHEN THE ROYALISTS AVENGE THE DEATH OF THEIR BROTHER OFFICERS.




THE

“neutral ground” became the favorite resort of a band of lawless freebooters,

who lived by depredating upon caravans. It was an important part of the duty of

the soldiers stationed at Natchitoches to protect travellers and traders in

passing through this dangerous territory. Lieutenant Augustus W. Magee, a

graduate of West Point, was one of the officers employed in this work. At this

time, the Republicans in Mexico had been defeated and many of them driven into

exile. Bernardo Gutierres, who had been engaged with Hidalgo in the

revolutionary movements in Mexico, had taken refuge at Natchitoches. In long

interviews between Magee and Gutierres, the former conceived the idea of

reviving the project of Burr; rescuing Texas from Spanish domination, and

organizing a republic. He enlisted a number of the leading “heroes” of the

neutral ground, who, with their followers, were ready for any enterprise that

promised excitement and booty. With the assistance of John M'Farland and Samuel

Davenport, who had been Indian agents, an alliance was formed with some of the

Indian tribes in the neighborhood. Bernardo secured the co-operation of the

Spanish Republicans in the East. A considerable force was thus assembled, ready

to enter the province. As they confidently expected the assistance of the

Mexicans in the West, it was thought best to give Bernardo the nominal command,

though all recognized Magee as the real leader. The staff officers were Kemper,

Perry, Ross, Slocum and Dr. Forsyth. The captains were, Gaines, Lucket, Orr,

M'Kim, Taylor, etc. There was, at that time, a strong prejudice against the native

Spaniards, hitherto the governing class. These were called, in derision,

“Gachupins.” One of the rallying cries of the newly-organized party was, “Death

to the Gachupins!” They assumed the name of “The Republican Army of the North.”
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CREEK, NEWTON COUNTY.




About

the middle of June, Bernardo, with the advance party, numbering 158 men,

crossed the Sabine, and had a skirmish with the Spanish guard, near the bank of

the river. Two of the Republicans were killed, and three wounded; but the

Spaniards were driven in disorder to Nacogdoches, and evacuated that place on

the arrival of Gutierres.




In the

meantime, Magee had resigned his commission in the U. S. Army, visited New Orleans,

and, with the help of Davenport, succeeded in collecting a good supply of

munitions of war. To secure enlistments, each soldier was promised $40 per

month, and a league of land.




There is

a great discrepancy in statements as to the number in the Republican army when

it was reorganized on the banks of the Trinity river. Yoakum, following M'Kim,

makes the number nearly eight hundred; while M'Lean, who was in the expedition,

fixes the number at three hundred. We have chosen the smaller as the more probable

number. At the Trinity, the party was reinforced by two additional companies,

under Captains Scott and M'Farland. When they took up the line of march for the

West, their supplies were “ten or twelve beeves, and fifteen mules, loaded with

flour and military stores.”




They

crossed the Brazos in October, and arrived at Goliad on the 7th of November.

The Mexican garrison, instead of offering resistance, joined the Republican

ranks. A few days later, Governor Salcedo and General Herrera arrived with troops

from San Antonio. Herrera had a small park of artillery, and having placed his

guns in position, on the 20th of November made a furious assault upon the town.

This was gallantly met by the Republicans. After some further unsuccessful

attempts to take the place by assault, the Spaniards contented themselves with

merely keeping up the siege. The Republicans occasionally sallied out for

provisions. In one of these was fought the battle of the White Cow, as they

were after a cow of that color for food. In one of these skirmishes the

Republicans lost a few of their horses. They had not calculated on the

possibility of being closely confined in a little fort, and a number of them,

including Captains Davenport and Scott, resigned and returned to their homes on

the Sabine. Most of the new Spanish recruits deserted, and about the first of

February, 1813, Magee died of consumption.




After

the death of Magee, Samuel Kemper was elected commander of the Americans.

Bernardo still held the nominal command of the whole. On the 10th of February,

the Spanish made another desperate attack upon the beleaguered garrison; and at

one time succeeded in getting into the town. But the Republicans had possession

of the old Mission. From this they dashed out, and in a hand-to-hand fight

drove the Royalists from the place. In this fight, the Republicans had eight

killed and thirty wounded. The Spaniards lost 100 killed. (This number is given

in the account of Col. M'Lean, late of San Antonio, who was in the fight.

Yoakum places the loss of the Spaniards at 200).




After

this failure, the Spaniards raised the siege and retired to San Antonio. They

were soon followed by the exultant Republicans. This was on the 16th of March.

Their force now consisted of 270 Americans, 200 Mexicans and 30 Coshattie

Indians. On the route they were reinforced by Captain M'Farland with 300 Lipan

and Tonkawa Indians. (These are the figures given by Hall and M'Lean; Yoakum,

following M'Kim, makes the number of Americans 800. The probability is, that

men were constantly arriving and departing, and the numbers were never very

accurately known).




Salcedo

and Herrera prepared to meet the foe outside of the city. They sent out all of

their available force to a thicket on the Rosillo creek, nine miles below the

town. They had a park of artillery, but the Republicans, anticipating an

attack, marched in the order of battle, and when the Royalists opened fire upon

them, returned it so effectually, and charged so vigorously upon the thicket,

that the Spaniards soon left the field and retreated in disorder to the city.

It is said the officer in immediate command was so mortified that he killed

himself rather than return in disgrace. In history this is known as the battle

of Rosalis, or Rosalio, and there is great confusion among writers as to the

place and the particulars of the fight. The time, too, ranges from the 1st of

March to the 4th of April; and as to numbers engaged, the Spaniards are

variously estimated at from 1500 to 2500, while the number of the Republicans

ranges from 500 to 1200.




On the

2d of April, according to Spanish authority, the Republicans entered this city.

Seventeen prisoners, found in the Alamo, were released, who at once joined the

ranks of their deliverers. The public stores, arms, provisions and military

chest, furnished a grateful supply to the needy adventurers in the Republican

army. Each soldier, besides his wages, received a gratuity of fifteen dollars,

a suit of clothes, and an order for two horses or mules out of the public caballada.

The Indians were supplied with two dollars worth of vermillion, together with

presents to the value of one hundred and thirty dollars, and sent away

rejoicing. The Mexican soldiers were paroled, and the officers reserved for a

sad and horrible fate.




After

arriving in San Antonio, Gutierres was among his own countrymen, and began to

exercise a real as well as a nominal authority. He organized a governing junta

composed of some of the leading Republicans in the city. Captain Delgado, to

avenge the death of his father, induced the junta to pass a secret decree for

the execution, by drum-head court martial of all the Spanish officers held as

prisoners of war. He well knew the Americans would never sanction such an act

of barbarity, and the prisoners were marched out of the city under pretence of

sending them to the coast to be forwarded to New Orleans. When near the Rosillo

battle ground, by order of Delgado, who had them in charge, they were halted,

stripped and their throats cut. The late Col. J. A. Navarro gives the following

account of this slaughter: “Some of the assassins, (Delgado's company), with

brutal irony, whetted their knives upon the soles of their shoes in the

presence of their victims. The day following the assassination, I myself saw

this band of murderers, led by their commander, Antonio Delgado, halt in front

of the government buildings; I myself heard them inform Bernardo Gutierres that

the fourteen victims had been put to death. The following list comprises the

victims: Spaniards—Manuel de Salcedo, Governor; Simon de Herrera,

Governor of New Leon; Geronimo Herrera, Lieutenant Colonel; Juan de Echeverria,

Captain; Jose Groscochia, Captain; Francisco Pereira, Captain; Jose Mateos,

Captain; Juan Ignatio Arambido, Captain; Gregorio Amado, Lieutenant; Antonio

Lopez, citizen. Mexicans—Miguel de Areos, Captain; Louis, his son,

Lieutenant; Francisco, his son, Ensign; Juan Caso, Lieutenant.”




The

execution of these prisoners of war was so displeasing to the Americans that

Kemper, Ross, Hall and a number of others left in disgust and returned to the

United States. Those who remained elected Perry as their commander. But these

soldiers, intoxicated with their success, indulged in various unsoldierly

excesses in the city, but they were not long permitted to remain idle.




Early in

June another Spanish army appeared in the neighborhood, under the command of

Don y Elisondo. So unexpected was the approach of this new army, that a company

of Republicans, out grazing their horses, were captured; and Elisondo might

then have marched without opposition into the city, but he halted on the

heights of the Alasan and commenced throwing up rude breast-works. He sent in a

friendly message to the citizens, advising them to surrender to the royal arms.

As an inducement to this, he proposed to parol all the Americans, and permit

them to depart to their homes. He probably thought this the safest way to

dispose of men who, in battle, might prove dangerous foes. But these brave men

had no idea of leaving the city as paroled prisoners without a fight. The

Mexicans, who at first were disposed to submit to Elisondo, changed their minds

when he demanded seventeen of the leading citizens as prisoners. They probably

conjectured that these men were to be put to death to avenge the murder of

Herrera and his companions. While they amused Elisondo with the hopes of a

bloodless triumph, they rallied their disorganized bands, and, under the

leadership of Gutierres, Perry and Manchaca, silently, on the night of June

4th, (McLean says June 8th,) marched out to attack the unsuspecting Spaniards.

It was near daybreak when they assaulted Elisondo's fortifications. They

succeeded in entering his works, and tore down the Spanish flag, and unfurled

their own tri-color in its place. The Spaniards rallied and retook the

breast-works. For four hours the battle raged with great fury, but finally the

Royalists were driven from the field with a loss of about three hundred killed

and as many wounded. The Republicans had five killed and thirty wounded.




After

this fight Gutierres left San Antonio and retired with his family to the

Sabine. He was succeeded in the command by the famous General Toledo. Toledo

re-organized the civil administration, and did all in his power to reduce the

army to a state of discipline, no easy task with such a class of adventurers.

He well knew that the Royalists would not surrender a city of such importance

as San Antonio without another effort for its recovery.




The next

general sent to capture the city was Arredondo, commander of the eastern internal

provinces at Monterey. The new commander, with his army of about four thousand

men, halted on the Medina river, southwest of the city, and threw up

fortifications. He arranged them in the shape of a horizontal $$, with the open

end towards the city. To meet this force Perry had about three hundred

Americans, and Toledo and Manchaca about six hundred Mexicans. On the march to

the battle-field, Perry, according to McLean, was joined by his old commander,

Kemper, in company with Judge Bullock and six or eight other Americans. The

battle was fought August 18th. The Republicans were rushing forward with great

impetuosity, when Toledo saw that they were entering into the trap set by

Arredondo, and ordered a halt. The men, not understanding the reason for the order,

continued to press on. They displayed a heroic courage, and would probably have

won the day, but in the midst of the fight, Musquis, one of the captains in

their ranks, deserted with his whole company to the enemy. Thus deserted and

betrayed, these brave men were finally thrown into disorder and compelled to

retreat. The retreat soon became a rout. The fugitives fled towards the Sabine,

and were hotly pursued by their relentless foes. The pursuing party was

cavalry, under the command of Elisondo, still chafing under his recent defeat.

All who fell into his hands were incontinently butchered. Seventy or eighty of

these unfortunate men were overtaken at the Spanish Bluff, on the Trinity

River. They were marched to an island of timber, at the junction of the San

Antonio and La Bahia roads, where a deep trench was dug for a grave, across

which a piece of timber was placed. After tying the prisoners, ten at a time,

they were placed on this piece of timber and shot, their bodies falling into

the trench. Among the victims of this butchery were Colonel Manchaca and

Captain Antonio Delgado.




“Two

days after the battle,” says Mr. Yoakum, “Gen-Arredondo, having his wagon

loaded with wounded and dying, marched in triumph into San Antonio. Here

commenced a scene of barbarity which that place had never before witnessed.

Seven hundred of the peaceable citizens were seized and imprisoned. Three

hundred of them were confined during the night of the 20th of August in one

house, and during the night eighteen of them died of suffocation. From day to

day others were shot without any form of trial. The cruelty of the Spanish

commander went even further. He had a prison for females. It was tauntingly

called the Quinta. Here were imprisoned five hundred of the wives,

daughters and other female relatives of the patriots; and for being such, they

were compelled daily to convert twenty-four bushels of Indian corn into the

Mexican cakes called tortillas, for Arredondo's army. After thus having

satisfied his appetite for blood and revenge, the Royalist commander found an

opportunity, about the 1st of September, to collect and bury the bones of

Salcedo and his staff. By this time Elisondo had returned from the Trinity,

driving before him on foot the widows and orphans of those he had there slain.

The property of the patriots was all confiscated.”
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